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v T e
AIDS stands for Aequired
Immune Deficieney Syn-
drame, World wide publichy
is now given to this killer dis-
ease which was first woted
about five years ago. Its
lethal effects has understan-
dably caused anxiety and
concert in countrics where it
has heen diagnosed,

The Worltd Heallh Organisaticn in
mid 1986 gave an estimated figure
of 100,000 cases of full blow
AIDS, the number carrying the
virus being considerably higher, Al
ficst the spread af the virus was
linked to the homosexual com-
munity bul now it is established
that AIDS affects a wide range of
people including the unborn c%ﬁld.
We know from a reply given re-
cently in the Dail that 13 cases of
AIDS have been diagnosed. We
know that the disease had been
transmutted o some infaats and
we know that several deaths have
been recorded,

What is
AIDS ?

WHA T = this Jisease which
causes so much tragedy and loss off
life? It 15 caused by a virus which
destroys our immune sysiem that
is pur defence mechanism against

I infecuon. [n nortnal circumsiances

when we get an ifection which
effects. for cxample, the throat,
chest, kidney or skin, our body's
defences_ come inte action  and
swiftly fight off the germs with
extraordinnry sueeess. i

A patient with ATLS ceases m\‘-_

have thus kind of resistance wid
the whaole fighting systent breaks
down. Not only that but the virus
can be reactivitted aml reprodugsd
with a4 comparatively muld iafee-
fon

it s the bl wabuliey in e
cpcumssanses wocontrol such m-
fecuonr tha creafually couses
festh. [he it thau there 1s no
zaire, o ettty and oo vaccise
avadtabic o presest, spells doom
far those wina Jeveiop ALDS.
y horosearch i been
wosooner than we
1wocure will e
aur o present re-

1
Jdone and perh
Fraline 0 ovanc
found

B sources there can be dittle hape Jor

the AJDS vweum,

' k
at ris

AIDS is conlrocted in a variety
of ways. These most at risk arc
iniravenous drug users. Shared
contaminated needles and syringes
used for injections of heroin or
vther drugy is the most usual way
of transmitting the disease
through the blowsd. It can also be
transmitted through biooed
transfusions where the blood
donor has the virus, The very pe-
curate sereening which is now car-
ried out on Bood for rransfusien
purpeses in this country has
virtually eliminated this source of
the disease.

A pregnant mother can transmit
the virus through her bloed 1o her
unbarn baby. The chances of the
baby developing and dying from
full klewn AN s considerable,
Malc homoscxvals are a high risk
group. Sexual partners of AIDS

atiemts  are  very  vulnerabie,
“aginal mterconrse in which the
virus is transmitted 10 the female
through serunal fluid accounts tor
many of the cases in women.

'I‘Ec virus can be transmitted
trom the female to the male but
this would appear to be the excep-
tion. When an individual is ex-
posed to the AIDS virus, threugh
blood or semen, antibodies ace for-
med, These can be jdentified by &
special blood test (n 2 mater of a
lew weeks, Patients with poesitive
tesls are considered as carriers of
the virus and can transmit the
virus of other individuals,

It is alsa known that there can
be a leagthy incubation period
Jive months 1o five years) that is
the interval Letween contracting
the virus and the onset of
symploms, An individual can have
AIDS without symptoms and yet
be able 1o pass on the virus w
<ameone else througit blowd or sex.

The
fatent
period

N the {atent perivd the patient
teels poertecily we L 1o o mauer o

1

llll'\'lﬂ'\lﬁ. il

i

I

diys or weeks sumie plandular

swelling mav oecur, This is often

limited wo the glands in the groin
or armpils but such swelling may
subside. In some patients the glan-
dular enlargement may be more
generalised. The clinical canditian
at this siape may tesemble glan
duatar fever, characterised by a
rist i the tenparature and a rash,
but in the majority o cases the
wfection is utaccompanicd by
SIENS Or symptoms.

Doctot

A pauent with AIDS may cone
to a doctor with vague symptoms
including liredness, weight loss,
joity Fnins, diarreea and some gen-
ceal debility, A form of preuniala
characterised by a persistant non-

roductive cough, shortness of
reath aad fever {5 almost certain
te prove fatal in the AIDS patient
whose defences are weakened be-
cause the inimune system s
renelered incapable of responding.

Other manifestations olp(lhc dis-
cuse prevemtion is of prime im-
portance. Limiting sexual activity
o & [partner you can completely
trust iy the sure way of avoiding
the infection, For those who find
this 10 be ditficult the correct use
afl a condan is advised.

One docs not have to be pro-
miscuous (6 contract the disease a
single sexual encounter is enough
Education especially of our young
papulation reganding the dangers
associated with casual sex #5 @
rust if the spread of AIDS must be
instilled inte every individual who
engages in casual sex,

Help

There 15 help available (or any -
one wha is worried and wishes o
have e or hee bload checked, A
panitive tosult showing that one
hats airt-badies 1o the AIDYS virus,
does et mean thut ane has or will
develop tull blown AL, Howeser
U does mean that ane is infectious

cretting advies and heip at this
stage may be vitad to the pauent.
The family docior ve g docwor will
e able to help but very alten this
Wothe last person the palem

ﬁl’é“"' !

wishes [0 see. A volunteer group
called CAIRDE P.O. Box 18%4
Dubiin 1 phone 710895 11 wm.
4 p.m. can be of greal assistance 1o
the worried patient, Strict con-
fidentiality is assured.

As far as one is aware at pres-
ent, the AIDS virus cannot be
transmitted through social con-
tacts such as kissing, or by giass.
crackery or cutlery.

There is no cure. Knowing how
o avoid AIDS (hrough educa-
tional means is the best method
available. it is up to every individ-
ual 10 equip him or hersell with
such information. Failure to do so
could lead 1o ragedy.

By The Doctor
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By AILEEN-O'MEARA

HEALTH inspectors in Dublin were
-.yosterday investigating an snonymous
_callitp RTE that oramges in certain
. stores in Dublin had been injected
~“withitblood. from an .Aids vietim.
¢7oBL ! the Department of Health
" emphasised that even if the call- was
“"trug, there was no danger to the pub-
wJigr arising  from  the ingestion of
blogd contaminated by the Aids virus.
Fhe Department said there was no
levidence that -Aids had been spread
. Dy-ingestion of blood in any of the
.-30,000° ‘cases documented by the
*World Health Organisation.

., ::Meanwhile, . the redesigned Aids
1, infermation campaign, drafted by the
* ‘Health Education Bureau, will be pre-
+4gnted: to the Department early next
weeky. ‘

:olAccording to a spokeswoman for
the.--Bureau, - the Department of

et
T

oY

Aids oranges’ harr

Health’s Aids information campaign
was returned o the HEB earlier this

‘month to put a greater emphasis on

the element of “drugs use” in the
spread of the deadly disease. The
redesigned information campaign will
he considered by
later this month.

The HEB's plans are for an adver-
tising campaign using the press, tele-
vision, radio and outdoor postering to
comymunicate the message to the pub-
lic ahout the spread and prevention
of the disease that has resulted in
;tjhuusands of dealths worldwide to
ate.

A spokesman for the Department of
Health had no comment to make on
the call made earlier this month by
the Dublin Diocesan task force on
Aids, for the Government to set. up

. an Aids '"hotline,” linked to an in-

formation centre

staffed by pro-
fessjonials.

the Government.

While the contents of the proposed
Government information campaign are
unknown, the Gay Health Action
group said yesterday that all the
political parties had stated their sup-
port for the Department of Health’s
Aids cafmpaign and committed their
parties to ensuring funds be made
avallable for an effective prevention
campaign. '

Mr. Mick Quinlan, of the Gay
Health Action group, said they had
recgived a reply In writing from all
the parties except Fianna Fail, and
that Fianna TFail said over the tele-
phone that they would support the
use of condoms as a preventative
measure, if their medical advisors
agreed it would be useful. Mr.
Haughey reiterated that view during
i youlth policy press conference dur-
ing the election campaign.

1less
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Experts
dismiss
AIDS
threat
after call

By Dr David Nowlni,
Mediesl Correspondent

HEALTTI [NSPECTORS In Dublln -
are luv:ullgullngI what is thought ta'
have hecd a hosx cufi lo RTE,
claiming bload from o ATDS’
victlm had heer injected into’
oranges in  dbree supermurket!
branches.

Experis ol the Depastment of:
Health and elsewhere dismissed the
possibllity of AIDS or other infec-;
tiotts being ransmitled by ealing
contaminated oranges, even if the
caller’s claim wes refiable.

The call was made to RTE by &
man with s frish accent but
belleved to have been calllog from

Britaln,

jie sold blood from & person
with AIDS had beent injected inta
oranges fn three named branches
of the supermarket chala, ‘[here s
no branch st ome of the Tocatiens

nemed — 8 fact which ndds
credence to the notlon that the call
was & hoax.

A statement from the Depact-
ment of Health Tast night sald that,
there was no dunger to healih-
arising from the ngestion of blood
contaminated with the AIDS virus.
“There is ne evidence that AIDS .
as been sprend by the Ingestion of
blood in eny of the 43, cASCS
docunented by the World Health!
Orgunlsaifon, The ealing of
oranges Injected with AIDS-
lufected blood would therefore not
pose @ risk 1o heakth.”!

Prolessor frene Hillery of the
Department of Medical
Micrablolgoy at UCLH was equally
Aismissive. In the first place, she
sald, no one would eal sn orange
"in whick they found blvod. And
even if theve were viret conlaminy-
tion, the virus would be fnrgely
inacllvated by the acidity of the
frul. So even IF the call was uot 2
heay, there s still no danger, Bul
{he Department sald last night that
“sfrom a general publle pratection
polat of view — apart from AIDS
. {he health inspectors in Dublin
have been Informed of the call and
are Investtgating the matter,”
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[AIDS Ilot a |

The Church of Ireland Gozee bas
rejected  descriplions of AIDS as a
“cundemnatory judgment of God” but
says thal & hos come as a “salulary
shock™ to a seciety used to sexosl
“abuse’,

‘[he Gazette says the Church liss not
rushed into making pronouncements on
the disease because of the drnger of
Lelng branded in the media as being as
“authoritarian  and repressive”  for
appearing compassionate,

The disease, the editorial says, has
terrifying ramifications and has erupted
so suddenly and challenges “so many of
scciety's sometimes faclle presupposi-
tions thal even yet we hardly begin to
know how convoluted its cffects will
be.

The cditorial says:
L “For ourselves,” we have to say that

J

we do.not necept eny theery about AIDS
which secks 1o interpret rt¥zc lisease o
the condemnatory }u gment of CGed npon
a4 gencration which

wrath by its morzl delinquencics, Thet is
aim%elh_cr fo casy, and it is altogether
theologically misiaken, implicit first in
the Old Testument, and explicit In the
New, is the teaching that God does not
unish  the  guiliess  with the  guilty.
ndividual responsibility is insgparabic
from individual salvation. The fact thut
there nre those, albeit & minority, who
have developed AIDS thraugh no feult of
their own, infants of infected parents, or
recipicnts of Infected blood transfosions,
forblds us 1o accept ny iden of AIDS
being some sorl of general punishment
by God of p wicked world.

“But if AIDS is net a punishment,
most cérfainly a warning aud a seminder

udgment

hus incurred his*

is-

abuul ' Christien asplrations ' of sexual

behaviour, and wbeut sowing and

reapling. R

“I we exercise our sexual capacities
unnaturally” or promiscuously, what hes
alwuys been morelly damaging can now
become  physically  disastrous, indecd
fatal. To that extent AIDS is only. a

- [urther, and more dire, developneni of

the Biblical truth that Individuslly we
reap what we sow,

“If we left morals out of it allogether,-
there  would stlll be overwhelming
reasons for chastily and fideiity on
medical grounds alone, even before
AIDS, and certainly since the ongel of
AIDS. The same applies where AIDS is
a new peril for those already endangering
|hemsr;5ves by misusing chemical sub-
slances which in themselves are morally
neutral, .

,says C of I

*If thesefore, AIDS da not an infliction
of divine punishment, we would yet he
very foolish, maybe even ungratefnl, not
le view it i8 a most salutary shock, of
which socicty may, well have been in
need, it creales um oppartunity to ook
apain al owr standargds of Behaviour and
our way of thinking. It galls us to re-
examine what sort of sogiety we wandt for
ourselves, and even .more imiperatively,
for cur children. Porhaps we have
ullowed in our pencration fhings 1o have
become nmcptﬂﬁlc which-we shoukd not
have uccepted. Perhaps an apparently
lzudable compassion I‘:’.r minoritics has
silenced more robust reaffirmations of -
majority opinion,- One -thing  any s
certain, and thal is fhat AIDS is not
§uing {0 go away, If, we are niotl going.lo

ie of its consequences then we are -
going 10 have lo live in awareness of -att |
its implications." | .

L4
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Firm seeks permission to
put AIDS drug on market

: : . US, only ome of 145 patients: recelving AZT dled,
11\31 dll)ﬂa‘l'idcli‘;-“:an’d nt compared with 16 of 157 patients recelving placeho,
edic orresponde . - The patients receiving the drug also showed clinicat
THE National Drugs Advisory Board has under- | signs of improvement, such ag & gain in welght,
taken to process ag quickly as possible an application But, by its nature, zidevudine is Hkely to cause

for imited distribution in Ireland of a new medlcine some serfous side-effects and could be damaginlg_ to
designed to combat the Acquired Immune Deficlency the centrdl nervous system or to the white bicod
Syndrome (AIDS), cells, The frequency “and -Severity of side-effects,
The application has been made by Wellconse, the however, would have to be set against the fact that
rultinational pharmaceutical company, which has  fll-blown AIDS, for which there Is currently no
also]npp!ied for limited éapproval of the drupg by cure, Is generally fatal, )
regulatory authoritles in ritain, the US and many | : P
other countries. In the US an expert committee of. eaﬁ:nﬁlmfhftw;:: _t;lrefitguggtlgrl‘{};;:l)‘; ;ﬂ{',;lmﬁ
the Food and Drugs Admiaistration has already Jlrlet'roviry had been rgeived'%m Wellcoll-::e While
exmoapmended that approval be given and this is "% She had not read the partfolio yet, she belleved that
expected formally from the FDA sometime . this pa o et ve
summer A il the drug was approved, the approval should bhe
R given quickly, She sald it was fikely that such
The drug in question was originally known as approval would be limited to the wse of the drug
azidothymidine, or AZT, but has since been glven only in certain specifled conditions and then under
the genetic name of zidovudine; and Wellcome's expert supervision, - g
trade name for it is Retrovir, Its primary action is It would be essential to ensure that the drug’s
to impede the eapacity of the Human Immunodefic-  gffpcts and  side-effects . were closely monitored
ieacy Virus (HIV — the cause of AIDS) to replicate because such efinical triali as had been conducted to
| itself. It does this by blocking the actlon of an date had run only. over short -periods.
| essential enzyme called reverse tramscriptase, A spokesman for Wellcome in London said that
" Early trinls of AZT (a5 it was then called) zidovudine was diffienlt to manufacture but that his
© indicated that it could reduce the death rate among company hoped to have sufficient supplies for all
patients with AIDS, In one eight-month trial tn the known AIDS patients by the middle of May.

|

It
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_g stocks—especlally those com- cheap tavernas you. cait stlll
.. panits =~ working on Alds . buy: five Crete villag-for:t
cires.. If fis the perfect ﬁnal',"- ' 1
" solution. . ‘
- We. are ail terrlﬁed of, Alds,
- wesalk: suffer ‘a_shorfage:; of

: r1ch

. The rest is. obvious; The":.
. North Wést -Thames - Area,.j

SATURDAY
N .TEBK

; PSST:
".super-inflated semi in Hamp-

stead, buy a. cheap villa “in
- sunny: ‘Greeee; . and: -put. the

ulk-of. your winriings into a

: spread of pharmaceutlcal

W Want the hottest
‘mvestment advice? Sell your

"Health, - Aunthority. -has- ‘the™
highest “ingidence. of Aids in: -

the UK. The epicenire of this

" digtriet -ig “Hampstead, where

- ludierous . house’ prices - and

gence to’ Walton, Smith 4an
Adkins analysts ‘at.. stoc
broker. 1.~ Messeél~ &. - Co.
Stockbrokers . generally have
bAegn havmg a_ﬁeld ay w1th

uncoventional 11festyles are e

legendary

VTt stands to reason; that?_- M

when the ‘Aids ep1demlc real-

Iy gets going no-one-is going
to want to.live remotely near

the plague:. ;Wine'bars will be .

deserted, trendy:- co-educa-

‘tiohal prwate schools will
. empty -and  house prices..in .
Hampstead ‘mast - surely

collapse

“Greece has got tc be a good :

bet.’ In spite of the -efernal

_sun,” beautiful beaches and

Q nd;’ when it comes.:
soAy House
_celect ‘commiftee -was ~ told:

gach’ Aids- yictim - in Britain

; with "AZT. .This is, ‘the al'i;ﬂ
y

-yiral ‘drug owned
Wellcome ‘which _is- in ‘ad-

oIme

ood: and
‘dmmlstratlon

- four-fold - largely. on proﬁt
_ prolectlons for AZT.

Perhaps, at £10 000 per pa-_

of Commons '

; week that it is-likely to-
§t:£10,000 a year to tréat -

ficed: clinical ‘trials. and. is .
xpected within weeks to be-*
-the. first .. Aids. drug ..
'proved “for- sale. by the US = finally: woken up o ‘this -and

Drug B

oW dld Wellcome arnve'
" such ‘a price 7 When §till -
iholly owned by a ‘charitable.:
Y. trust; "'Wellcome:had an envi-
-dble "reputation - for putting :

;e_ssanly mean escape

tr.ent Wellcorne w111 make a

killing; . without - facing: the~

accusation of; havmg profi-

~teered out of misery, hysteria .

and death. But just as likely,

-it “will be, ‘accised -'of “profi-

teering while making scant
return on the'£20° million it

. has already coinrnitted fo. the

‘drug’s development .
Our friends in the ‘stock:
broking . commiunity: = have

aré now. advising their cli-
ents to-sell Wellcome shares.

“A%T . is no cure for. Ajds. It

can slow’ down - theability of

. the viris to replicate; -but it
less .

18 - very . toxic. Better,.
toxic drugs- dre;.certain to’

edicine ahead of the  mar- - follow even .if none of them

i
* ket~ place: It developed: vac: .
gineg  for. Third: - World, "™
“diseases: when no-one else
ared.  But- Wellcoine s a-
“ gommercial animal now and.
its shares, since its- flotation -
"d year ago, have tisen nearly.

‘become-a cure. In crude fi-
‘nancidal terms, :therefore,
‘Wellcome only had a brief
“moment -in - the market to
make  its wind{all before a
better ‘alernative comes
along.

The stockbrokers would
love just ‘such a protracted
scenario of new, slightly bet-
ter A1ds drugs tumbhng out

“other pegple;

—-culators ..

these people ¢ Ty pocket (
“id =theé. breast
pocket. of: thelr hand ‘tatlored -
-shirts, - . Fancy - *Aids -
. —as Messel descmhes
1t 2 I you-do.

.brokers will’ pladly send: you'
reams  of -advice ,comparing
_the pnce/earmngs ratios: of
all Ithe compames from

. off the Aids virus completely ¢ -
in a short course of treat ’

from Hampstead

mto the market place, Think -
f roﬁts

of all the ‘“CAids plays™ they

-could make while victims go. :
on' dying. Think of all the..

‘maney - you gould ‘make (sit-

“ting “on ‘your sunmy: Greek

i-veranda) if; taking their dd-

vice, you get in and out of -

the correct - stocks at the
rlght tirhe.” - .

PDon't count your drachmas
too quickly, however. Experi:

ence has shown that; the .
drug companies: make much

more money’ dedling with dis-

“eases than by curing them.- .
‘come

Today s big profits.
from'tablets taken: for life
which ~ comtrol ~ulcers - and
heart disease becausé no
“cures are available.”

~Despite the best. effort of -
fesearchers a .genuine cure .

for- people already stricken
with Aids  'still seems a
-rémote prospect, : :

Anti-viral drugs: are in
their infancy and Alds is a
partlcularly crafty virus. But
‘A genuine cure, -which killed

i V- lea
“cases: reported
; O

-tifud,
i smgle jab, protect: evaryone T

- measles

nise (

‘then:they.- and' ‘wi
half .- a - dozery ~other -stock- - ti

ment would yleld far 1688 -
than - drugs given
chromcally to: keep the virus

at bay. - ..._l
“The stockbrokets now: hyp-

mg up every drug company-

in sight are  also - forgetting - -

another. real possiblity. -~ a- °

vaccine, safe cheap and plen— |
that would,” with.-a

from . ever contracting the
disease. Tests with -an Aids
vaccine have begun in Zaire.

' These days. the drug coin-

panies hédve to be bullied into. .
making - 'vaccines . for polio,
and whooping .-
cough. - They can't---make
much money and they .fedr

© liability.-suits .from. adverse. |

reactions, 'An annauncement
of an’ Alds vaccine discovery

‘would immniediately -end the .

killings heing made. in drug

- ghares on.the stock market,

No victims, no paper: proﬁts '
Hopefully; it -will end the’ real

. killings soon too

James Erlichman

I

-
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IDS KILLS
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EXCLUSIVE

by STEVE McKENLAY
and JONATHAN ASHBY

POP star Elton John
was devastated last
night after a close
friend died of Aids,

The multl-millionaire singer
paid for 31-year-old Neil Cur
ter to be flown across the
Atlantic to top specialists in
New York in the hope of say-
ing his life.

Al first treatment with an
experlmental drug scemed to he
worling, .

But Neil, who argunised o hugely
suceesstul world towy for Elton, dled
after suffering a relapse.

Blon, who is recovering from major
throat surgery in Australa, was lasr
night said to be stienned Iy the news.

A spokesman for s Recket record
chmpany said: “Cbviously ktion gets
close 1o all the veuple Jnvalved im g
\vn:iki tour, He is very sad {hat Nelfl hos
tind," .

Message

Tilton nsd his manager John Reld seht
a4 messige of sympnthy 10 the Curter
family, wha pakd Ter the lreatmaent,

Nell, who worked for Rocket fur Suyes
ratb yours untll 1982, discovered last year
that hie hnd the kliler disease. When
Eltan was (old, he fmmadiately offored
@ fiy him from Londan 1o experts al §t
Vineont's Iospital in Manhatian, e
spent several manths heing treated with
tie AZI drug, which cun help arrest the
development of the disenye,

A e friend of the Cartor Tamily
Neil's death came as a shock,

lier this week he complined of hay-
ng difficulty breathing, and a fow hauys
later he was dead,”

Ellen whl uot be a1 Maj)'s funeral in
nesl Thursday. He is not que
I Britain until nest monrh,

M Children get Alds: Papge 2

S
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3 children
get Aids

1n blood
blunder

THREE young children have
contracted the Aids virus |
from imported klood |
plasma, .

The youngsters — all hae-
mophiliacs — were infected
by the US bhlood product Fac-
tor 8, which experts had
thought was safe. )

But last night the Depart-
ment of Health announced |
thai Armour Pharmaceuti-
cal, an American-based
firm, had withdrawn the
product from the market,

. The gchildren, who have
not heen named, are now
being treated as outpatients
at the Birmingham chil-
drens' hospital,

Dr Fereydoun Ala, direc-
tor of West Midlands Re-
gional Blood Transfusion
Service said: “They have not
developed full Aids yet, but
have acquired the infection,

“Armour used an inade-
quate sterilisation tech-
nique, Everyone has now |
switched to other products
treated more siringently.”

A Department of Health
spokesman said there is no
evidence that Factor 8 pro-
duced by other manufactur-
ers is unsafe.
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New strai

Aids cannot be
detected by
blood bank tests

by GERRY BYRNE

A NEW strain of Aids
cannot be detected by the
test used by the Biood
Transfusion Service Board
ta screen Irish blood
donations. The new strain
has been detected in France
and as yet, has not been seen
in Ireland.

The test used by the Blood
Transfusion Service Board
tc detect Aids in blood
donations cannot be relied
upon (o detect a new strain
of the killer virus, French
scientists have concluded.

The Wellcome Labora-
tories Aids diagnostic kit
favoured by the National
Blood Transfusion Service
Board failed to detect the
new strain of Aids — code-
named HTLV-4-in 15 out of
26 tests during recent trials
in France. This represents a
success rate of only 42%.
Other drug company tests
succeeded in between 75%
and 96% of cases.

The Wellcome test alsc
failed in almost 10% of cases
to deteci West African
strains of the more common
HTLV-3 Aids virus,
doubie the failure rate of kits
manufactured by Abbot,
Organon and the Pasteur
Institute itself. West African

Aids is reported to be
spreading rapidly in France
which has a high immigrant
population from the region.
Epidemotogists say it is only
a matter of time before it
begins to surface in other
European countries.

However all tests,
including Wellcome's, had a
100% success rate in
detecting ‘traditional’
strains of the HTLV-3 virus
in the French trials
conducted by the same
Institute which first isolated
the Aids virus in 1983.

Commenting on the
failure rate in testing the new
Aids virus, the director of
the National Blood
Transfusions Service Board
Dr Terry Walsh said: “We
usually find the Wellcome
test more effective at testing
HTLV-3 than the other
tests. There could be
problems with different
batches which might be less
effective.”

An altered Wellcome test
to broaden the spectrum of
viruses detecied to include
the HTLV-4 strain might be
the answer, Dr Walsh
added. But the Aids expert
at the London School of
Hygiene, Dr Ariel Zucker-
man says that blood centres
will need a separate test
specifically for HTLV-4,

The Blood Transfusion |

Service Board is also,
reviewing the possibility of
introducing two other tests,’
one to pick up early cases of-
Aids not detectable by other
means and the other to

detect a virus that can cause {

a fatal form of leukaemia.
According to Professor
Ariel Zuckerman, 25% of
donors in Japan have been
infected with the HTLV-I
virus which causes a
leukaemia of the blood cells

known as T-Celt carcinoma. {
This virus was once thought }

to be responsible for Aids,

but attention shifted away ‘

from it when the real Aids
culprit, HTLV-3, was
discovered. It is now turning
up inincreasing quantities in
the USA while an Italian
study has found asignificant
cluster of infections among
intravenous drug abusers in
Rome.

Little is known about the
development of the disease
caused bythe HTLV-1 virus.
The condition can be fatal
unless treated by chemo-
therapy and radiation with
often distressing side-effects.

“HTLV-! is a problem
possibility,” said Dr Walsh.
“T-cell levkaemia is one of
the few (umours to be
positively linked to a virus
infection.”

And in London Professor
Zuckerman said British
medical virologists will
shortly reach a decision on
whether or not to re-

" commend that all blood

centres start testing for
HTLV-1.
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 ALDS deaths

Twenly-two people died from
AIDS in the United Kingdom
in Tebruary gecording to the
Dept.” of Health  figoges
released today.
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gl SOME things are not
B pieasant 10 talk about,
B S we shove them off
fic the back of our
M mrinds, It has always
[ b:en the same,

Years ago It was saig
there was no drugs prob-
Rle:n in iroland. But then a
frecord company once
lumed down the Bealles
taol How wrong can you
be?

Thesg days it's AIDS no-
budy wants to mention.

Unfortunately AIDS is a
problery and a growing
one,
This. s notan apology lor
those who suffer from
[ A DS, Morlisita condemna-
tivnothose who are fearfyl
ol warking with those who
B stter. IUs the same the
JR wrld :ver.
B Aecently in New York

buth 15 "Mayor and the
ll Catholic Arghbishop
wanted 1o set up hospitais
far AIDS sufferers but both
J wore frustrated from doing
St because of objeclions
from nearby residents,
Eventually Mother
Turgsa of Calcutta sat upa
BR hospice which will care for
ths lasl days of thgse who
W die from AJDS.
Soletslook al itsensibly.
R Terminally il paople
B should be lookeg affer. But

ITOEN

AIDS suflerers find theip-
selves with an Illness
shrauded in secrecy, fear,
ignorance and prejudice.

They often die alone with
lew caring. There are few
welcoming places for an
AlDS sulierer,

The “civilised” world Is
afraid to care for them. And
because of their &nger, the
aying themselves cannol
be opan to those who iry ta
help,

AlDS sutterers today are
like lepers of Ihe ancient
word. In Biblica] limes,
lepers were culcasts. Their
disease was one which
couldn't be cured, They
were  desplsed because
close contact with Ihem
meant you could gei the
disease loo, And worst of al!
Ihe plous people of the time
said! thal Iheir suffering was
apunishment from God, far
their slns.

Cared

Jesus cured and gared ©

for Ihe fepars; even though
they didn't think it warth
their while to say thanks,
They were not greal be-
liavers in Jasus, But Yesus
helped them anyway,

AlDS is the modern day
leprosy,

Across the world they
have been evicled from
their flats, sacked from their

Jobs, denied service in res-
taurants, hospltals and
pisons, They ase shunnpd

by their neighbours and for- .

mer friends.

Harsh

Because a grem majority
ol AIDS sullerers are homao-
sexual men, they get a
harshy judgement,  And
some paople who have a
Talse concept of God say il
is a punishment for their
sins,

When will we ever stop
making God as small, as
biftar and narrowminded as
olirselves?

Because there Is so litlle
known about AIGS, il s
undersiandable If peaple
are afraid 10 help,

1t was the same with can-
cer at the beginning of 1he
century, Cancer suflerers
were lurned from  thelr
homes, isolated and aban-
doned,

People were afraid 1o
touch or care for them. ig-
norance made it a terrible
disease to hava, Nowadays
we are learning mare ebout
cancer. And even though

there s no known cure lora
greal many cancers, sui-
lerers are 1reated will love,
tenderness ang superb
medical attention.

Koawledge has cleared
tha way.

We owe lhe same lo
AlDS sulferers, We musl
educate ourselves for the
sake ol helng good
Christians.

So what do we know
about AIDS?

Very little tor certaln, But
we do know some things
with reasonable certainty,

We know that AIDS Is a
disease wiich weakens lhe
body's naiural abllity o
fight lliness. It can lead to
death in many cases.

We know that most
people are not at risk from
AIDS, It occurs most fre-
Gquenlly among homo-

sexval and bisexual men,
And among bolh men and
women  drug users —
mainly of Infection from
needies.

Sumelimes paopla who
get blood are infected by
the blood and sometimes
children  whose  parents
have AIDS have had ji
passed on to them,

e
Research
—sesrarch

And we know from re-
search al present that AIDS
cannot be passed on
through casual contac like
handshakes, eatlng ulen-
slis, toilet seats, coughing
or sneezing.

Itis transmitied by sexual
contact, shared needies
and blood inocuiations.

Whal is knewn about the
lllness changes dally. But

thal's the information ot
present.

AS lar as [ know thare has
not been a case of someone
giving medical aidonly wha
contracted the dlsease
from Ihe patient.

And yet our fear of the
disease has bacome hyster-
cal. And in some cases
dying people don't gel the
care they should.

In America they have
dore a study of foster
lamilles who took in AIDS
sullering children for over a
year. And dasplte the close
coact o living in 1he same
family home, there was no
passing on of the diseuse.

Thase are the iacts a
présant.

Lel me say agaln thal |
understand ‘tolally those
who are afrald of getting the
disease. No rlsks should be
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taken. Bul neither should
there be any neglecl of
AIDS sufferprs.

Noextra palnor rejection
should make a painful
death even mora painfiy,

Nor should we judge
AIDS sulferess harshly, O
course Mlicit sex and drug
abuss are wrong, But there
is a sokid principle which
says that we may hate the
sin but never hate the
sinner,

Jesus didn't hate sinners.
He got into a ot of trouble
because of thal attitude of
compasslon,

I's a good basic test of
our Ghristianity too,

Gel 1id ol the hystera,
take away lhe fear, show
compassion o suflering
everywhene,

Thal's the battom line.

5 e
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An unofficial garda estimate puts the figure nething else for us.”
of carrlers al between 28 and 30 per cent. This paricular lady nas
A senlor garda cfficer ﬁm? antibodies and is a
conlirmed lo SUNDAY orcin addict,

WORLD lerday: Hor arms are pock-
“They're theyﬁ|;hfe;| ?gk AIDS was rampanl among martkad v‘vuh years of
grou in the country.” Dablin's ladies of 1he  ‘mainlining' the lethal drug

: . he is also vary heauliiul
On Friday, | interviewed  Might. She is Y :
5 well—knyown Dublin s all ever the Ldng  even il she looks about ‘I've buen trough i 'm state of mind, she said; "'m that's Ihe way it is ...
prosiitute place but wa still have o eighl years older han she  pooked.” she told me heio and 'm here to stay: .« there really is no way
She suid she belevoy  Mke a living, there's  is. ~ Ort ner addiclion and  you may no! like thal, bl out.”

thal the result of the garda
Survey — carried out by a
plainclolhes team — ware
accurate.

The escalation of the.
kliler virus amaong tha city's
hookers 15 being broughi
about by the Increasng.
numbers of young giils
bsing lured onle the sireets
at night,

Thia s happening.
because ol their depend-:
angy on the deadly drug,
heraln — ke use of which.
clten spreads A|DS:
through the use ol “dirty™:
of Infecled syringes, :

In this country, AICS Is
Spraading mainly through,
the use of drugs, although
in most counliies It &
sexually-lransmitled  dig-’
aase, )

According to  senior
garda solrces, the young
hookers prasent a partic-
dlarly high risk to their
clionts.

“The accepted mathod
of preventing the spreaa of
AIDS  tbrough soxually
active people i3 through
the use of condoms.” said
ona sourca.

“But these young glis,
are 8@ nalve and hungry for
mongy lo leed thelr habli
that many ol them are nol
laking any precauticns at
ail.

V»"ﬂ."lflg, No.49 February 2

Va1

Danger

"That's okay for Lhem
becauze many of tham
have the AIDS anlibodies
or lull-blown AIDS already.

“But can you imaging
the danger thair clients ame
being subfocted 107"

Mest of the girls operata
from Oublin's canal zones
and, ol course, from the
well-gstablished stomping
ground - of  Fllzwilllam
Square.

Bacause ol where they
ply their Irada and the rates
they charge. thair cliants
are malnly from the middle
and professional ¢lasses.

Said one aource:
“Dectors,” lawygrs, polli-
Iclans and prieats wvho
fenerally use these girs
ara lierally filting  wit
death. !

"Thelr wives or
girlfriends may think (hat
AIDS [s going to be a
working-cfass scourge —
well-remaved  from  thelr
cushy lllestvies,

“But they're wrong: it
won't be iong before AIDS
is going to be & lealuro of
middie and upper class life
in lreiand — tharks lo the
man 'working lale al the
ofica,™
. The prostitlule  with
whem | spoke was
reluctanl to confirm the.
findings of the garda;
survay. ‘

“Do you want us ali to be;
put out of businass,” shei
asked |
But the blonde, 29-year- .
ofd, later admitlad that -

Up fo a third carrying} ~
virus—garda survey

AIDS is spreading like wildfire m ,
prostitute community, TOPAGI?TEO_QHQ Dublin’s
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ICN DrugIs Focus |
Of 2 Probes on Claims
Of Possible Side Effects

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

NEW YORK - A U.8. congressional com-
mittee and the Food and Drug Administra--
tion are conducting separate investigations
into allegations of a failure to report serious
side effects in some infants from use of
Virazole, a drug marketed by ICN Pharma-
ceuticals Inc.

In a Feb. ¢ letter to the FDA, Rep. John |
Dingelt said the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, which he chairs, “has |
recently received allegations concerning
the failure to rveport adverse reactions
found"” in the drug's use to the FDA. The
letter asked the agency to provide docu-
ments concerning the drug to the commit-
tee’s oversight and investigations subcom-
mittee by last Friday.

An FDA spokesman said the agency s
conducting its own Inquiry into similar |
allegations and is providing House Investi-
gators with mforma,tion the panel is re-
questing,.
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Skin
graft
caused
Aids

TIE Alds virus has been
passed through a skin
graft, Britain’s Depart-
ment of Health confirmed
today.

A spokesman saids “To
our knowledge this is the
only such case in the
world”.

Confirmation followed

'a report billed ass an €
;‘. clusive on the front page

"of the new London Daily
News., The report said ’
the victim came [rom the :
Isle of Sheppeys Kent, |
and underwent the oper-!
ation at Queen Mary’s
Roehampton, after being
seriously turned on the
face and hands in an ac-
cident at his home.

According to the
report, the skin had been
tested  for Aids, but
doctors operated . before
receiving the results
because the procedure
took so long.

A . spokesman at
Roehampton  said today
the unit had stopped
using donor grafts follow-
ing the incident. He said
that the process of
sereening bleod for Alds
from  potential  donots
had alse been speeded
up.

“The donor wag not a
drug addict and not Ina
high risk group”, the
spokesman said. “As @
result of this case we
have had to re think our
procedures. Other bYurns
woits - in  Britain have |
been notifled”, .

i
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AIDS test

for US visa

applicants?

- By .Christine Newman
TESTING for AIDS couid become a requirement
for lrish people wanting a visa to the United
States in future, it was revealed today.

The head of the Consular
Services at the U.S. Embassy
in Dublin, Ms. Joan Smith,
said that although they were
not testing for AIDS at the
present time, eventually it
could become a requirement
for obtaining a visa to the
United States.

She confirmed that sexual
deviation, which includes
homosexuality, was always an
excluding factor to obtaining a
visa, as was drug addition, a
criminal record, mental defi-
I ciency or alcoholism. .

Ms. Smith said the new
3,112 non-preference . visas
were only giving the person a
right to apply and did not
necessarily mean that  they
would automatically gain entry
to the UJ.8.

It only gave them the right
to start pgoing through the
application process.
| She appealed te those who
I had written to Washington not
to phone the Embassy. They
would be infermed before Sep-
tember 1987 and stressed that
they had to apply for their

' visa immediately they heard ||

from the Embassy.

The Embassy here has al

facility to issue 20,000 immi-
grant visas annually. However,
last year only 860 were grant-

quota for this category.

ed. This was bhecause people
did net have the qualifications
required for each caiegory.

Ms., Smith had called the
press conference to ask people
to write to the Embassy for
their holiday visas to avoid
queueing outside the Embassy
building in Ballsbridge,

There were also two new
telephone numbers for general
visa  enquiries 688549 for

immigration visas and 608922 |

for holiday visas.

People writing in for holi- |

day visas would have their

applications processed within
48 hours but should apply as
soon as possible before their |
hotidays. Last  year, the j
Embassy processed 60,000 holi- '
day visas and there was no

=
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Aids wilg

manjously and more frequently acrogs
infernationa] and  political {rontiers
an alimagt any cther Broup. With
Ids, an even Breator degrag of conp-
eration thap usual will be necessary,
Each country will neeq to make itg
bLest vimloglsts, epldemiologists and
ather medieg experts availahle,
together with the necessary funds,

mittee on Ajdg. Compared with the
hundreds of millions being set aside in
countrieg. such g the US, thig s
chicken feeq, .

Even so, the cabinet commiites
seems tg be dithering ahoyt thaking
the cash aviilable, though the Medica]
Research Council iy confident thay 3
wil} eventually say Yeg,

he government shoyiq dither no
longer, Alds will not be slowed down
by the dilatory Processes of civi) sety-

ice hureaucracy. Don't let us die of

ction: give the Madiga) Researeh

" Counrdl the fupgs B wants, and dn it
now.

Text sor Today

Alf The clock §s alivays siow: i s later thap
You hink, Roler, W Service
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THE scourge of Alds threatens the lves of
tena of thousands In the next few years. But
It poses unother threat.

This disease for which there s no known
cure Is causing panic,

A growing number of volces can be heard
calling for drastic measures to Identlfy and
isolate not only those who have Alds, but
those who are most at risk from .

Some ideas aro EBenulnely designed to
help. Given enormous respurces, they could
prave immensely valuabie. .

But other schemes are terrifying in thelr

As the_ Scoﬁrg_e spreads, the

TODAY, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1987

consequences. Every adult in Britain coutd
be forced to undergo an Alds tost. Every year.

Thousands could be shut away in Isofation
camps: Imprisoned behind barbed wire, and
Buarded day and night for the erime of belng

l. '

. Others wouid be hunted by special police
forces —sometimes  Just because they
cauld not prove they were free of the virus.

fig Brother would finally have arrived,
bringing . to Brltain a new-style Final
Solution.

Could this be our grim and chilling future?

The life-or-death hunt
for a hidden killer

ANY of the demands for action cen-

tre on testing for the Aids virus, But

whalt does this involve? You cannot

test someone for the Aids virus. But
you can test for the presence of the antiho.
dies — the body’s disease fighters —to the
virus,

How do you dv (his? By taking o smal] bleed
sample and analysing it.

I you have the antibodies, does that mean you
have Alds? No, it means you have a chance,
currently estimuted at one in three, of develop-
ing the discase.

What does il cost? Dr John Green, of 8t Mary's

Tospilal, London, estimndes (hat a persen walk-
Lng in off the streel for a fest, which turng out lo
Lo negalive, will cosl the NHS avound 280, Bui i
the tost shows up postive, a sovond test is
carried owl, and If thal is positive a third, more
complicated, check is used betore ihe rosult is
glven,

towever, the cost of counselling, both before
and aftor the test, is hard to estimate, If you are
told you have the Alds virus, the effeel is like
walting for a death sentence to be pronounced.
The psychological dumage can Le enocrmous.
Professional in-depth aupport for patienis end
thedr lovers is a vital parl of Lthe tosting process,

Cne proposal for checking the spread of Aids
la Blind Teeting. This involvas blood samples
taken for some other reason and Lested for Alds
antibodies at the same
time.

Dogtors wauld not
know wlhiose blood if wus
and patients would not
{mow the resulls. Panic
would therefore be kept

The money needed
i $0 desperately

EVERYONE agtees that the fight against
Alds needs huge amounts of maoney. So far
the government has earmarked around £50
milllon.

But the biggest need Is for cash 1o find a
cura and Innoculation againet the virys,
And the British government has only spant
£2 milllon on research.

@ In the United States, the resaarch
budget fs $200 million a year.

® Last weak the British Madical Assocla-
tion told MPe that £56 mlition a year would
be needod for treatment alone by 1989,
And the Royal College of Nurslng has
warned that hundreds of extra nurses will
be neadad.

2 Do we bave the money? Yes, when the
Bovernment wants te find it. It spent more
than £184 milllon selling off British Gas,
British Tolecom and British Alrways,

—

The awful price

e . We may all pay

poversient  figures on

community care and

programme of

which to base expendi-
ture on hospltal beds, WH"’tT would a

ather actlen to alleviate
suffering.

NEEDLES

I Edinburgh and Dun-
dee, where many drug-
users are at risk from
sharing necdies, health
autharitlos are con-
sidoring bload-lesting ail
expectant mothers.

Thowgh some hospitals
ruu longterm scudies on
conlrol groups ol vodun-
feer pay men, tho notien
of high risk groups (s
being cvertaken by
evonia, liveryone who
has sex s at risk.

But these facls o nut
deter an  incroasingly
loud pinority from de-.
manding compulsgry
testing of ali {hese they
feel are at rlsk, with on-
forced {solation as a last
rosort.

compulsory
testing involve?
The cost to an al-
ready overbur-
dened NHS would
be unbelievably
huge.

In terms of hard
cash alone, it is dif
fienlt oven to bejin
(0 do the sws,

But, in terms of
individual rights,
the coat would be
even higher,

Both here and in
the United Siales,
medical experts
feel that ecompul-
sory testing is med-
jeally unethical and
n violation of
buman rights.

But, if adopted, it
eould mean:

@ Setling up a huge
Civll  Service de-
partment to orga-
nise the test
schedules, inform
people when and
where they had to
appear for tests and
chart its progress,
® Rocrulting  thoa-
sunds of additional
NHS stall to run
and analyse the
tusts,

@ Forming  special
pollice squuds
whose task would
be to track down
people who refused
t be tested,

® lssuing  unforge
able “Alds frec"”
curds to some peo-

rle; “lnfected”
cards to others,

® Oponibg  special
conrts to try those
who refused a test,

® Reserving johs
for those who failed
A test which would
keep them out of
sight and away
from "normal peo-
ple™,
® And, becatse the
virus has a long in-
cubation pertod,
the tests would
have t¢ be repeated
al least ouce » year.
Even if such a
course were ¢co-
nomically and mor-
ally possible, ne
one is sure it would
actually help stop
Aids spreading.

VA
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CPHE risks to the
individual patient
of Indiscriminate
screening are ¢on-
siderahble,

I n potent vae-
elne or an effecllve

y WeP g
{;:;:;:';";v"ﬁ'ﬂehl? HE most realistic
| proposals to com-

tt c f
e balance woull bat Aids centre on

abraptly change in
favour of the indl- rescarch Into a cure

vidual. and frank advice on
The Alds anli- how the virus is
hody ftest Is not | spread.

‘ust another tost’ But this 18 a slow proc-
— testing should he ess that needs a greal deal
anything other of pationse and  compas-
than routlne in sion,
view of the po- The
fential conse-
guences for those
found positive.
Too many pa-
tlenls have alreadly
suurl‘crcsl from a
fallure ta  appro- tions, notably 'The Ter
alate [ this  singie rence |'“i:ﬂﬁ15 Trust -
fact, named afler the frst

. ton to die of Aids
Doctors MHer, Jeffries, mare direet,
g‘;ifl?n‘gnl:,.’j:j;;"‘ﬁ Thoy use the lanpuage
whe Dritlsh  Medleal of the proups they wanl te

. roach, whother they are
Journe, April, 106G, X gay nen, g users — o

government's  be
lated edueation camprign
has heen criticised for
being loo liitle tco tate --
and for usihg embalrass-
Ingly coy language,

Work being earrimd oul
by voluntary

is

MR sl - t . &
VICTIM: tha haunted, traglc face of a man dying from Alds

The other way out —
just plain talking

orgamisa- |

anyone who has a sex life.
Plans are being disenased
te set up "barefool coun-
gallors” - mon ant
woimen  whe  are  highly
informed about Aids ancd
who undoerstand the life-
styles of the people they
need to educate, )

They would wislt clubs,
bars and ofhar venucs,
organise social evonts, dis-
cuss saier sex andl, ahove
all, speak the language of
everyday people.

Many seo a need o
widespread distribution of
vondoins and free, clean
hyperdernsies to end ihe

THESE organleatlons o
Natlenal Advisory Servic
10am to 10pm, 0800 &

PAGE 15

The Final Solution —
life behin ,bed WlI'

NIt way to stop Aids spreadin
wonld be 1o 1solate all thoss wi
the wirus — and every member
of a social or cthnic group
decrned (0 be a "high risk”, it would
mean:
& Opening up the old isolaiton hospitals.
& loguisitioning  disused  [actories  and
other large buildings.
® Erecling purpese-bulil eamps in solated
areas such as Dartmoor.
- A brand new ndustry would be-gopers -
ated' to service this new soclal policing,
reeniting thousands of people to guard,
feed nnd generally ook aftor the Inmates.
I'he strain on the sovial and industrial
struaturn of the counbry would be colossal
— huge nunbers of people from every lovel
of soclety would simply vanish from their
jobs. ‘Those who refused to be isolated
would be criminals, hunled

% -

N s S e 3 T i
ISOLATION: could this be how Alds sufferers wilt live?

by specially formed  Aids
situads, and a fugltive un-
dergronnd would develop,

The mwaterial cost lo the

nation al Implemneuting this
phan 1s Incaleulable, bat the
social cost s elear [ would
mean, quite stmply, (hat
Britain would boeome a po
slale.
This may scem far-
Felehed, oven paranoid. But
these proposals were at the
hoard of {he Lalooche I'rop-
osition lald befare Califor-
nlan voters in November
1086, durlng the Amorican
mid-term clections,

And alihough il was de-
fealod by 6 margin of two Lo
one, it revealed ‘thal hun-
drods of thousands of adull,
intelligent people wore pre-
parad Tor just such a future.

How long will it he bofore
they bocomoe the majority?
And whore Amerlea goes
tomarrow, will Britain fol-
low the day afler?

deadly praclice of neodla.
sharing. Mt in the cur
rent, highly moralistic pel-
leal elimate, frankness
aboul safor sex iechnlgues
is ulmuos| hmposslble,

Condems stil] cxhnot be
advertisod on television or
radio. 1f manufaclurers
were allowed (o promote
thelr products, the savings
to 1lie taxpayer, s well as
the educational benefits,
would be enormaus,

The politieal wil 1o
provide huge sums  of
maney, and the moral wiil
social roalilies,

ffer Information on Alds:
& on Alds frae phone line,
67 123; Gollege 81 Health

Healthllne, 01, 980 4848 {3pm to 10pm dally); The >

Terrance Hlgglns Trust, 01 833 2971; London

Lesblan and Gay Switch
837 7324; Scoitish Ald
{Tueadays 7pm to 10pm,

board 24-hour helpline, 0L
s Monltor, 031 658 1167 !
, but messages can be left

oh ah anawering sorvice).
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Pirates first in
radio  AIDS fight

IRELANTYS  first  ever
radio  advertising  cam-
paign aimed at combalting
the AIDS disease was
launched today.

But, RTL will not bea
involved and still have n¢
plans to carry any wlver-
tisements about the dis-
ease — for the moment
at least.

Instead, one of Dublin’s
leading pirate radio sta-
tions, will spearhead the
drive to stop AIDS from
spreading in a week-long
campaign catled *AIDS
Awareness Week™,

The campaign will run
on Epcrgy 103 for one
week beginning today nae-
cording to station
manager, Colm Hayes,

And he says advice on
how to fight the deadly
AIDS virus may include

the promotion. of. “safe -

gex” using condoms. The

Catholic Church has  als

veady denounced their use
elaiming they are pers

petuating promiscious life
styles,
'The week-long Energy

Campaign  will  in clude

hourly AIDS information
bulletins alter euch news
broadeasl, And the sta-
tior will alse broadeast
interviews with medical
experts as well as
membery;of the public,

Me. Hayes says his sta-
tion expects to run into
opposition to the
awarencss week. However,
he claims that not all the
criticlsm will be directly
golely at the AIDS cam-
paiga,

#There is a border over
which illegal radio is Onot
allowed to ‘step, and we
don’t know € we will be
stepping over that barrier
with out AWRreness
week,” he says, stressing
that the station’s decislon

(to rum such an  in-
‘jormation _campalgn, was

not token because KTE
h-“msn't g0 far Inunched any
similar scheme,
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AIDS ban

JAPAN decided yesterday
to introdece legislation to
stop AIDS carriers from
entering the country
under a wide-ranging plan
te stem the spread of the
disecase.
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- 8kin graft carried AIDS
A person from Kent has been
infected by the AIDS virus
after a skin graft operation.
* Dr James Curran, director of
the AIDS programme at the
US government's Centres for
‘Disease Control, said as many

as 15 Americans may be

infected with the virus,
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PARLIAMENT

?rogramme
launched

against Aids
‘and cancer

HEALTH

A big imaigtive 1o reduce deaths
fram breast.and cervical cancer
by seyeenipg women al greatest
risk wis outhned to MPs. with a
multpanllion pound research
progranune -to fid a vecome
agapiat-and a cuge-for Auds,
Tae, :announeement  ¢ame
{rom. Mr Norman Fowler, Sec-
retary of Siale for Svcial Ser-
vices He said that Brine had
an 'mportant role o play
combating Aids and 11s research.
undy the auspices of the Medi-
ca} Ltesearch Council. would be
part of an international research
elfors., . .
Mr o Fowler smd: The Gos-
erniment attaches parucular im-
pariange (o reducing  dealhs
from breast cancer and cervical
cancer In bath cases carly

detection can fead to successfut’

Lreaiment

Breast cancer 1s the cammon-
est, _form of cancer among
women m this countny  Each
vear there are semething like
50000 mew cases and 15.0U0
deaths from the disease 1n July
1985, “the Governmeni ap-
pointed \\orklng roup under
the charrmansh) St Patrick
Farrest 10, consider lhc positian.
{ ant o0 fay publishing thewr nal
report ancF would like 1o
eapress - the Government's
thanks to the group for therr
work

The report has concluded thian
screening by mammography —
eray ol the breasty — will
enable us 1a reduee deaths from
breast tancer The Government
accepts the proposuls made m
the report and accurdngly has
Jeendod 10 implementa natienal
DIreis! CHRCST soreeing Sers e

This will prosvide for sereen-
g every Lhree yvears o all
women betwen 3 and 64
throughout . the  L'mited  kong-
dom My colleagipes. the Sec-
relases of Site for Scotand.
“Waizs-and Northern lreland,
will e putung it effect pro-
posils braadly similar 1o those [
am «nnpouncimg, We are deter
mired that breast cancer sereen-

siould be implemented as

elficizntly, as eflectively and as
gui LIy as possible

Tas will need careful plan-
ning. 0 ensure that ull the
necessany back-up facihlies, as
well s the screvning centres. are
avadable 11wl memy assess.
meit and diagnostic o,
wraintment usihues, counselbng
and afler-care and waming for
K-.t raups of staff.

‘e have therelore degided 1o

arovide, addivonal funds Tor
each regronui health awhornty to

hasve ut least ong <entre In
operation within the next 12
mrontis.

The funds will aiso enable
tour of these centres Lo provide a
tmiring facility for the whale
COUTIN,

We shall expect the locations
of the first cenires to be an-
neunced by May of this year. An
extra £6 milhon wiil be provided
n 1487-88 for the first cenlrey.

In agdition, [ shall shorlly be
sendimg 1o the professions and
1o health authorties a draR
vireular compimng my detailed
proposals  tor  implenenting
Dreust ¢aneer screenivig 0 Eng
land. | shall be calling for plans
hefore the end ol this year from
cach region to extend the servive
aver the nest three years o
cover all women i the ape
group concerned,

The sepurl envisages that up
0 100 cerres are fikely 1o be
needed 1in FEngland [ shall also
be seng up pn advisory com-
mattee o advise on the develop-
ment ol sereening and o
moniter s effeciiveness and
ctfictency

Cervical canger kills 2000
swosnen each year and we are no
lesa comnurtied 1o reducing thiat
tigure. The greal majority ol
these 2000 deaths are among
wonten who have never had o
corvica!l smicar under 1he exist-
1y, SCTCCnig Prograntme,

W have already laken urgent
steps o oneredse the eflective-
ness ol thal programme and, 1
particalar, 10 anerease  the
moparnen of the population at
risk whe are bung screened,
Comiputenieed call and  recall
syalems shoubd l\c operating In
iy lealth authoritics in Eng-
lamd by miest montn and i the
fennning al

sroover the nest 12

marthy. hese waill enable
women to be sent personil
SCPCYNING  INVIEEhons, usually

from their own general prac
nuoners.

Qur first priosity 15 o per-
sidde mere women Lo vome
farward for screening. We shall
closely momtor the success of
lhe system and we shalf heep
under review ways of making
further improvements, hn addi-
tron. | oshall be asking health
authorities 10 make twg specific
changes

Tirst, siace the
Cases AINANE YOURper women
has  been  increastng,  healih
guthorues  should  taitionahee
esaling arrangements for sers
vening wonten onder 33 by
i it the call and Tecall
saslem b\:,ma at the age of 20,

Second, | shall be asking each
heatih  authority 1o make a
specific nawmed mdividual rg-
sponsible and aceountable for

aumber of

M Normun Fonber: 16 is impordant that we should contribute to finding a cure,

the organizabion and vilecrive-
ness ol serec g

Purmig o dds researeh,
There s al present o s duoine
agbist e saris areure for Auds
el B o Lo At reason it
the Gosernment has mounted
15 Mg publiv educiiion cam-
Pt s also important that
we i ki Counins \11wu|d make
an ellictive contrbution w the
mternational ellon o develop a

VIALUTIC cill(j O CuTe,

I recagnitin of Uns need.
the Medicut Resareh Council
e recommended @ new di
rected  research programme
gamed Both #0 deseloping a
vageine  which  will prevent
infectian and alwo ar new ante
siral drugs o et people who
are alreads inferied

The research will be directed
from the cenire by two scentific
stevping contmiliees which will
consist ol some ol the country’s
Teadimg seentisis There will be
g shevially appomied  Jull-
time  directors angl  the  pro-
grammy ml\ be built up by
Tetling speeilic contracts o the

Smest approprivie laborawory - —

public or private. T his proposal
then goes  bevond  the usuoal
approaci af researclt initiied
by the nvestigator.

The Governmentis extremely
prateful o the MR for tahing i
icad in lormuiating these pro-
posats which are based on wide
consultdljons among wutstand-
ing  British scientists by Sir
James Go . the seerelary of
the MRC, with Sir David Phil-
lips. chairman of the advisory
bourd of research councils.

Accordingly then, the Gov-
ernment welcomes the proposal
and accepts itin full,

W will, therefore. launch |l|
1957-88. through the MRC,
new  drected  research pru-
gramme on the lines the counvil
lisve propused. For this pure
pose. the Secretary of Swule for
Fclucativn and Science will in-
crease Ihe grant-in-aid 1o the
MRC by 14500400 over the
nest three sears. The prant n
ad a1l poup by £2,500,000 i
1437.88, bL) 5 million in 198§-
89 and by £7 million in 1954-90,

The programme  will be

“closely monitored by the coun.

cil. with my depariment and the
Department ol Education and
Seienee, This will enable us 10
TeVIewW Progeess against results. 1
should make it clear that the
durected  tesearch  programne
will net affect or hinder any |
research initiatives by phar- |
maceusical companics,

This new pregramme should
nol be seen as A an isolated
venture. 1t 1s not. ft will be part
of an niernational research
Clom. We will bwld on work
already done, especially in the
United  Stales,

In the United Stales ali the
medical scientisis | met oy my
receit visil were unanintos in b
their view  thut the United
Kingdom could indeed make a
distinetive contribution lo Aids
rescarch.

The House will appreciate
hat a1y impossible 10 predict
the progress of this veseavch, 1
have miade 1 clear in carlier
sEHenmenis it we cannot ex-
pecl a4 vprcipe or cdre o be
generadly available within (ive
sears, Bul this programine will
help us Lo make progress.
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_Brides to face AIDS test

France yesterday unveiled plans restrictions on the sale of syringes by  the AIDS virus has been passed
to fight-AIDS, including pre-wed- cheg}ista. agowing drug n_ddxctsdto buy  through a skin graft,
ding teats for the virus and an eas-  nee les without prescription and with- - ictim. f R
ing of rules on the sale of syringes,  out identification, Some 50 to 80 per Tﬁeﬁf tﬂﬁaﬁ'ﬁnmigfe fa{tis::}:lxeft |
. Elea]th" and Family Minister Michele  cent of drug addicts in France were in.  P2Y ' e

: ] f 2o H Queen Mary's Hospital, Roehampton,
Barzach aaid some 600,000 peaple in ° fected with the AIDS virus, after being’ seriously burned on the

She said she nlso aimed to make an  face and hands in an gecident at his
ALDS test part of the obligatory medi-  home.

Europe now carried the virug, )
She said ‘an information campaign,
with television advertisements, posters

and leaflets, would run during April &l examination for couples p anning According to the report, the skin

and May and be followed by a cam.. marnage, had been tested for AIDS, but dectors

pnign te raise funds for research., - Meanwhile, the British Department operated before receiving the results
The government would also soon lift  of Health confirmed yestergay that  because the procedure took so long.
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DENTISTS'
AIDS FEARS

Dentists  in England  are
investing so heavily on new .
equipment 1o deal with the
risk of AlIDS infeeticn that
manufaclurers have been una-
hle 1o cope wilh the demand,
the British Dental Association,
S5,

The Association was launch-
ing a repert on  cetitrolling
crosssinfection in the surgery,
whicht is  being sent to all
24,000 dentists in Britain,

St
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£14.5m MBS research

The Covernment fas earna rked
flasm  for pesparch 0o a
vaceine and @ treatment fof
AIDS. A national programne 0
sergening for hreast cancer in

womel betweel 50. and 64 1%

being }aunc‘hcd..l’age 6
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AIDS research to receive

THE GOVERNMENT has’ ear-
‘marked £14.5m over the next
thTee years for research into a
vaccine and a treatment for
AIDS,

It has
national programme of screen-
ing for- Lreast cancer among
women aged between 50 and 84,
based on X-ray mammography.
The cost is expected to rise from
fgg}) this year to £2Zm by 1989.

Mr Norman TFowler, Social
Services Secrctary, told MPs
vesterday that in the case of
AIDS research, the Government

was  suppoerting an initiative
from the Medical Research
Council.

AIDS researeh will be funded

. from extra money allocated to

e

Coprogramme  of © the
. Research Council this year.

the seience budgm of the

L Department of Education and

Science, in addnon to the £130m
Medical

Sir  James Gowans, the
council's secretary, will manage
the programme until its two
research direclors are appointed,

The plan is to have a co-
ordinated reseafch programme
which draws unon the new
funds and ‘places contracts

also announced a

Sir James Gowans: to
manage programme

with established research ieams
in universities, nationai labora-
tories and industrial research

- centres,

Sir James said he had been
promised the support of sotme of
Britain's - most distinguished

£14.5m government_boost

i n'r DAVID FISHLOCK SC#ENCE EDITOR .

medical stlentlsts and e:fnected
laboratories in Lovidon, Oxford
and Scotland to be involved
from the outset.

Sir James siressed that ihe
search for 4 vaccine to protect
against AIDS would be a long
and difficult one, and new ideas
were urgently needed.

Medical science had still nut
unravelled a virus of “unparal-
leled complexity” into its com-
ponent parts—the essential first
slep in designing any vaccine.

Even when this had
done, it would s¢till take five
years to develop and test a
vaccine,

heen

The breast cancer screening

programme was recomniended
hy a working group headed by
Prof Sir Patrick Forrest, whose
latesi report was published by
the Health Department yesier-
day.

Sir Patrick szid it had found
"incontrovertible evidence™ that
screening — especially  mam-
mography—could reduce the
risk from breast cancer, but the
operation nceded  substantial
support. The Government was
now providing that support, he
said, .

Breast  cancer
HMSO, £6.70.

screcning.
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The
Chusch

and
AIDS

“ For cvYery person
tackling a problem at its
roots, there are a
thousand hacking at the
branches.”

To eradicate a problem,
we must, as the word

and remove them, Other-
wise we are only bhehav.
ing superficially. We are
“papering over" the diffi-
culty. This seems to be
what is happening in a
number of countries -

has struck.

ment informatlon leaflets’
put through each door in
the North. as well as in -
Britain, recommend the
'use of condoms as a
‘precaution against the .
contracting of Alds dur
ing intercourse.

*
Il

suggests, get to the roots

where the Alds disease

For example, Govern«.

Religious
Viewpoint

Fu Gowy
(MoGhuty

come from & government leafs
let distributed in West Gen
many and be¢en condemned by
the bishops of that country
where, apparently, elght hun-

hy the killer disease. In all
the government information
there ts a failure to get te
the roots of the problem.

a choice between condoms: and s

that the use of condoms is not
an  entirely  dependable  pre-.
ventative of Aids. Apart from’
the fact that a wrong impres-

namely, that the use of con=
doms Is justifiable or motaliy~
neutral - these informaticn:

very practice of promiscuity-
which is an acknowledged foe-
tor in the spread of the Aids.
disease, - S :

M mralhlam P fhgb o P

Similar advice has récently -

dred people have bheen struck .

What comes across, sadly, 5.

infection. It seems, anyhow, -

sion  is being  conveyed. -

jeaflets fall to guestion the .

The problem for that réa

son. is not being dealt with at -
source. There is a  side-step-

ping of the obvious remedy to
promiscuity itself — that is,
advocating faithfulness  to
one’s own pariner as a value
of true married love. And for
the unmarried, abstaining
from sexual Invelvement.

To begin 1o appreciate these.

Christian values, of course,
an¢l to make them one's guid
ing principles means restoring
sexual expression to the very

precious and special place it ‘

holds in Christ's teaching and
God's design, e
It means correcting the. dis-

tortion of sexual attraction ..
current In the pagan outlook-

permeating the world, :
It means on attempt o

counteract the dehumanlsing -

of sexuality that inevitably

takes place when it is sepa.’
rated from the deep personal’
ancounter of two married peos
ple permanently committed to
one another in every aspect of -

their shared life. )
It means restoring the

values of mutual respect and

self-contro] to courtshlp. .

y

{t means pondering on how .
these values do not undermine

but uphold personal integrity,

Of * course; it means - for

those whose task it is to guide
and advise young people; that
we appreciate how individuals

who pursue sexual contacts in -

a relentless way- are often

emotionally wounded and -

needy and sometimes have
great difficulty maintalning 2
stable loving relationship.

Sometimes, as psychologis.té, '

agsert, they are . vulnérable

and not infrequently becduse
of disturbance in chitdhgod. It

foliows, naturally, that. with
greal care, sympathy and per-
sonat support for people suf-

fering emotionally and physi-

cally from Alds, we ftry to
promote the true meaning of
sexuality and marriage. .
We cannot manage - this
without tackiing the previous
question of the meaning of
every person's ilfe, recogmising
their dlgnity and destiny in
God's design. Then the pain
and restlessness of human
experience ts Mtfted by hope to
ne part of God's plan. -
Loneliness is no longey the
bitter feeling of rejection but
the trace in our belng of the
hand of God who has made us
for Himself and his eternal
company. Then the effort, .dis-
ciptine and restraint demanded
by pure love become possible.
Control of appetite devetops
dignity, self-esteem and per-

sonal pride. Higher instintts -
hold sway within the personal-

ity. And reflecting more fully
the image of the God who
made us, we arrive at a
higher happlness which does
not rely on a sexual depend-

ance.
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£14.5m AIDS
plan launched

The British government
vesterday announced a
major new research cam-
paign against AIDS plys
breast and cervical cancer.

Health Secretary Norman
Fowler announced a £14.5m.
“cash injection for research
into both a curé and n vac-
cine to stem” the spread in
Britain: of AIDS, And he
disclosed plans to screen al]
women in Britain aged bet-
ween 50 and 64 for breast
cancer.
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£14.5n1 qliest launched
to find Aids vaccine

By Thomson Prentice, Science Correspondent

Brinsh scientists will move
10 the [arefront in the quest lar
an Aids vaceine with a £14.5.
million project announced by
the Government yesterdlay.

Leading  scicntists and
specialists are o poo! their
eXPLricnce in a research nro-
gramme directed by the Med;-
cil Research Council.

The aim is to develop o
vaweine  agamst Aids and
drugs 1o treat people alreads
affected.

Details were anpounced by
Mr Norman Fowler, Secres iry
ol Sute for Social Servives,
Plans are siill being drawn up
but they invoive researchers in
Glasgow. Edinburgh. Oxford
amd London

“The project will be part of
an international  research
effort.”™ Mr Fowler said. " This ]
project will mean thal we are
beller placed to colfaborate
with and 1o benefit fiom what
5 being donc in  other
countries,” i

Sir James Gowans, the
council’s secrelary,  said,
“Some of the most distip.
guished scientists in the coun- :
try have helped © shape (his |
programme ... We have a
feeling of cptimism thar we
can make a -significant
contribution 1o the inter-
nationai effort 1o find a vac-
cine against AIDS.”

Parliament, Page 4

German campaign, Page 6
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41> YOUNG  mother-to-be
edmitted cshe deliberately
hecame  pregnant despite
knovrng her lover had Aids.
" Ters . will reveal today
vrhetaer™she and her unborn
taby " have contracted the
¢isense.

Wlatever those results, 21-yenr.

old Heather Knight said she is
rrepared to die with her child and
tomuion-law - hushand John
'dorgen,
-~ ‘Heasther, who {3 two months
-pregrant, told of her decision at the
iquat in 8t Paul's Bristol, where
she lives, - -

“I knew my husband was an Aidy
varrier byt I think the world of him
1 nwid 1 want children,” she said.

i " wa_st delighted whe:; the

Pregnancy test was positive, [ want
“hildren-and it was my decisfon to
et pregnant — not an accident,

. *L'd rather die with my husband

and child than not hiwve children.”
Morgan, 24, from Liverpool,

raught Aids from a dirty needle,

.., He: ig currently on remand in
uuﬁodl:jil‘pr a the{:i offence. d q
. Heather, visits him every day an
this week broke the news to him

.that she was pregnant.

+Hes really pleased that he's
going 10 be a father, but he's sick
(:hgt e cari't look after me,” she

R e

closely re

“When. we first found out he was
a carrier we started using o condom

for a while but I think the world of )

nim and I'd rather die with him."”

Henther, a former art student
from Cornwall, said: "My mum
doesn’t like me living in a squat
really and I'm trying to get
somewhere clse to live now that
F've got the baby to think about.”

Officials  involved in  Mr
Morgan's case say he first knew of
the pregnarncy at his court
appeerance on Monday. They said
ha “cried tears of joy" and was
clearly delighted at the news,

A {)HS spokesman said last
night: “Our advice to women with
Alds-infectéd  partners would be
not to become pregnant because
there is an incresed risk to both
mether and baby.

“A woman who be¢omes infected

has a fifty-fifty chance of pussing it

on to her child.”

Meanwhile a  top seientist
yesterday warned that an Aids
virus had been found in a cat,

Prof William Jarrett of Glasgow
Universitff said the virus was

ated to the form found in

Jmans, :

“What is alarming is that we
don't know how often different
versions of the virus will uppear in
man,” he said.

He said that there were two
types of Aids virus in man, another

Heather: wants her baby.

in a monkey and now a fourth type
in u cat.

The cat was living in an animal
refuge in California when it went
down with the illness, -

Prof Jarrett, sEeaking at the
Medical Research Council in
London, said; “Is there same source
from which these viruses gare
coming? It is extremely important
to find that source.”

He hus boen testing prototype
Aids vaceines in animals, A French
scientists is testing n vaccine on
humans in Zaire, he said.

Tests of his own wvaccine on
animals  showed that  they
developed antibodies, but results of
tests on humans were still some
way off, he said,

The Government’s new research
campnigns against Aids, as well as
breast und cervical cancer, have
been welcomed by the Workers
Party.

Spokeswoman Mary McMahon
called on the Department of Health
in Northem Ireland to indicate
how long it would take and what
funds would be available to provide
the breast screening programme in
they Provines, .
®The Home Office yesterday
rejected an MP's plea to legalise
and license brothels in the battle
againgt Aids. Mr David Mellor, ©
minister of state, said there was no
guarantee that licensed prostitutes
would be free from Aids.
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Blacks

are 'guinea
pigs’ in sex scheme

By BRENDAN MALIN

IN THE growing U.S. controversy aver sex education for teen-
agers, a black community Ieader has churged that members of

his race are being used as

“guinea pigs"

and is planning court

action to bar the distribution of contraceptives in high schools.

Mr. John E Robinson, presi-
dent of '.he . Boston  based
National Association of Black
Americans, told a press con-
ference that the proposed

health clinies' that would pro-

vide contraceptives for stu-
dents are illogically targetted
for areas  where " student
enrolements are predominantty

JRE—Y

black. The plan which he
uttacked would, on a trial

- basis, dispense the contracep-

lives at four schools tocated in
overwhemingly black popula-
tion areas.
. “Blacks are being used as
guinea p:gs declared Mr.
Robinson, and the plan cer-
tamly uught not be allowed to
fly". If Lhe proposal were to
be implemented. he said, his
association  would seek an
injuction in federal court.
Some 25 Dlack clergymen
attended the meeting convened
by Mr. Robinsen who told
them that a survey showed a
higher incldence of teen.age
births in other parts of Bos-
ton and in twelve communities
outside the city that in the
popesed  “contraceptive  lest”
areas. He alsp charged that
the $600,000 grant earmarked
for the experiment would
operate to bhenefit & pharma-
ceutical company  specialising
in the manufacfure of con-
doms and -other vontraceptives.

The . contraceptive issue, he
asserted, had divided every
segment of American life.

Speaking for the clergy who
attended, Rev. Kevin Thur-
man, head of the Ebenzer
Baptist  Church, said that
while he favoured the clinics
in schools, he would now
rethink his support in the
light of the statistics provided:
by the black leader.

In & related development, ai
Boston television station | ;
decided 1o stop airing a 30-sec|
ond commercial promoting d'

“forthcoming  series on  sex

education. It did so after a
group of about twenty demon
strators held a. prayer \'lgll

outside the WCVRB-Tv studios’

to prolest against the TV spot
which showed a teen-ager say:
ing: “Teday, I learned how to
have safe sex'.

The TV station's manager,
Mr, S, J. Coppersmith, con-

-ceded--that while the teen-age

girl was 16 or 17, she looked
much younger.

S e




THE Pope has added
this -year so
intended,

Chur’cl_l officials have noteq testing at the Vatican's: recent
preparations  for demonstra. tougher line

tens by the city's tens of iy. N
thousands of hemosexuals pre- the nj
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another c¢j¢
as not to finjish

.on their sexual-
oW the Pope will end
ne-day nine-city visit in
Detroit on September 19,

¥ to his American visit fater
in San Francisco, as originally

The new stop does not fit
i with his “sun bejt" itiner.
ary of strong Hispanic popula-

tions. He will start in Miami -

and go on to Colombia (South

T Carcling), New Orleans, San

Antoitio, Phoenlx, Los
Angeles, Monterey and San
t¥rancisco. A spokesman. for
ithe San Franclsco archdiocese
emphasised  that  the Arch.
bishop of Detroit was Palish
and 4 “good friend" of the
Pape, .
But  Vatican sources  pad
senlor mentbers “of the- ehirel
Ihierarchy have made it plain
ithat the anticipated demonstra-
tions In $an Francisco wotld
leave un unfortunate departin
impression. Among the loya
American-Polish  Catholles  gf
Detrolt he would receive a
joyful reception which would
make up  for ‘the now
depressed and  crime-riddled
car-building  city, say tour
fplenners,
| Homosexuals iy San  Fran-
frisco  have uiready formed z
‘coalition af nine groups to
!plan what they hope will he g
"massive demonstraticn, per-
haps a5 many as 109,000
against  the  viglit, They are
particilarly  incensed by an
October pastoral letter
denouncing hamosexuality as

[ “an intrinsic morai evi]” and

stating thal “the inelination
itseif must be seen as an
objectionable disorder.”

This, they say, condemns:;
them oul of hand, and blyrs,
the historje distinetion
belween the “sin” and the'
"sinner," -

The homosexual issue s
causing & deep and troubling
division in the Cathalic church
in Amerlca, and may replice
avortion ns the most conten.
" lous argument, some belleve,

The alienation of goy Cathg.
lics and their church Bas been
further aggravated by official
condemnation of homosexuaiily
on the one hand and increas-
ing  reports of priests and
moenks elther il or ilready
dead from AIDS,
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Pone AIDS
visit is
vetoed

A proposal for Pope John !
Paul I to visit an AIDS hos
plea in the heart of San Iran.
cisco’'s main .homosexual dis-
trict has been rajocted
because if will not fit into his
schadute, a Catholic church
spokesman said yesterday.

However, plans for his Sep-:
tember 17-18 visit have been
altered to include a blessing
of the H0-year-old Golden Gate
Bridge.

The 158-bed hospice is oper-
ated by a group of gay men
and lesbians in a building |
Ieagod from a local Catholic,
parish.

Local officials had  asked
national cHurch officials in
Washingion to add the hospice
to the itinerary but were
turned down. ;

Gay rights Egroups are !
threatening demonstrations
against the Pope because of !
1is strong stand againsl homo-
iexuality,

i
i
i
;
|
|
i




Financial Times

27" February 1987

Financial limes ¥riday February 27 1987

" AIDS research programme to -
be linked to international effort

BY DAVID FISHLOCK SCIENCE EDITOR

BRITAIN HAS desipgned itg

i new AIDS research programfe

;as part of lhe international
; research effort 1o combat AIDSs,
‘ the Medical Research Counul

said yesierday. -

The council said the Govern-
ment had agreed to fnd all the
requested £14.5m over the next
three years to mount a directed
research . programme.

Directed research is unusual
in Dritain, where medicel re-
search is normally funded hy
backing the propesals of indi-
vidual scientists. Directed re-
search has proved very
sucressful in 1he US, however.

The council has designed a
programme with two distant
targets: a vaccine (o prevent
AIDS and a freatment for the
disease.

Although Britain is mounting
a niuch  smaller programme
than is the. US, it has an inter-
national leputatmn in some
arcas of gelence “germane to
those targets, including immun-
olog\ genetic engineering and
vaccine  development.

It is new sclentific ideas—-

o leadq"wlhat are lackmg in-

ternationally for tackling AIDS,
and the British effort is de-
signed to produce more and
better ideas.

Under the programme, {he
two targets will have separale
directors for the vaccine and

the therapeutic drug, They will

report to small scientific sieer-
ing committees, which will use
the AIDS {und to cemmission
specifie research from private
as weli as public laboralories.

The council said develop.
nment of a vaccine would need
a very large investmen( of
human and national rescurces,
and no single nation could
expect rapid success.

The technical requirements
for a vaccine were still unknown
and many different candidate
virus preparations would need
to he prepared and tested.

Sir James Gowans, secretary
of the council, who will manage
lhe programme until its two
research directors' are appoin-
led, said even when the human
immuno-deficiency virus that
causes AIDS was undersloed, it
would stil] take five vears tin

develop and test a vaccine,

© Jimmy Burhs adds: Local
authorities  sheuld = consider
including safeguards against
AIDS-based discrimination in
local  collective agreements,
according to & report by the
Greater  London  Employers'
Secretariat,

It the report being made
available to more than 450
horough, district, and city coun-
cils in England and Wales, it
says " misinformation  and
inaccurate accounts of the wayvs
in which the disease can he con-
tracled. together with the asso-
ciation of the disease wilh
homosexuals”  has  inereased
the potential for employment
discrimination based on fears
lha: homosexual men might
spread AIDS.

The repory underpins the
Government's recent guidelines
fo cmpleyers by cmphasising
that In almost all occupations
there is ne risk of an infected
person passing the AIDS virus
to others. There should ihere-
fore be no cause for an em-
ployer to discharge an employee
because he is infected, it says.

i
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AIDS virus
found in cat

A top scientist vesterday
watned that ad AIDS virus
has been found in a cat.

Prat. William Jarrett .of
Glasgow University said- the
virus was closely telated to
the form found in humans.
He said that there two types
of AIDS virus in man, an. .
other i a inonkey and now
a fourth type in a cat.
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African stu

17 LTl b
dents

reject AIDS tests

AFRICAN students'in New Dethi
have decided to boycott compul-
sory Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) tests and to

- demonstrate in the capital today.

About 1,000 African students,
including women, branded the
tests as discriminatory and an-
nounced a march through the
capital demanding the withdrawat
of a Goverment order in January
making the tests compulsory.

The order has also led to unrest
in Bombay University, where
more than 300 foreign students
have formed an action committee
to oppose the tests. AIDS tests
were made compulsory after the
authorities deported in the past
six months 10 foreign students,
including two Kenyans, who were
{found to have the virus.

Health authorities have desig-

pated African students as a gh
risk group and have decided to go
ahead with the .tests, ignoring
protests.

The tests are compulsory for all
of India's 25,000 foreign students
irrespective of sex of colour, but
Indian students are exempied.
About 20,000 of the foreign

students are from Africa. —

(AFP)

@ Bavaria has announced radica!
anti-AIDS measures including
compulsory testing for prostitutes,
drug addicts, some foreigners and
applicants for jobs in the public
sector. If they refuse, they will be
picked up by police and forced to
comply. Under the new measures
due to come into immediate
effect, non-EEC nationals will be
barred from settling in Bavaria
unless they prove they are free of
the virus, — (Reuter.)
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Pope won’t visit AIDS vietim centre

A PROPOSAL that Pope
fehn Paul 1I visit an
AIDS hospice in the heart
of San Francisco's main
homosexugl  district has
been refected becauss ip
will not fit into his
scheduole, a Catholic
Church spokesman said,

However, plans for his
September 17-18 vigit there
have beer altered to in-
cirde a blessing. of the
o0-vear-old Golden Gate
Bridge.

The 15-bed hospice is
operated by a. group of
gay men and lesbiang in a
building leased from 2
lecal Catholic parish.

Local  officials had
asked  national Church
officials in Washington to
2dd dhe hospice to the
itinerary but were turned
down,

Gay rights groups are:
- .threatening, .. . .demonstray

tions.  against (he Pope

Strong
stand, agaipst homosexual-
ity.

because of his

LI

AN INDIANA  judge,
saving  .the town of
Schererville, Lake Couney,
cannot control the morajs
of its citizens, bas allowed
a lingerie shop featuring
live models changing in
front of customers to re
open.

Judge Cordell Pinkerton
refected the town's re-

quest for a preliminary re--
+ sStralning. order to. keep.
closed,

Fantasy Fashions

He also dissolved 1 tems
porary order that has
shuttered the shop since
Tanary 286,

At the store, customers
pick out a number of
ftems they want to have
modelled and then go to
a private room to bave a
woman try on the gar-
ments, Customers pay for
the modelling even if thev
do  not purchase anv
items,

In his order, Pinkerton
noted  that the wmodel

.occurs in private rooms

and that. the models and

the customers do not
touch each other.

"“The town of Scherer-
ville cannot, through its
zoning  ordinances,  ar-
tempt to control the
morals of the citizens of
Schererville,” he wrote,

“ The town cannot
specifically  prohibit a
person, in 2 non-public
piace, from appearing in a
state  of wnudity and
cannot prohibit the dis.
plaving and viewing of
nudity  from {wo eon.
senting adules as is done
in the context of the
business,”

Willicm Ensien, the at-
forney for the store, said
irs huosiness is mot con-
fined 1o just showing
nude women,

“The evidente estah-
lished that every person
wis & potential customer
of lingerie”, he said, “It

wasn't © that  they just
wianted to see . nude
people. Thev were thera

to buy lingerie,




London Times
28" February 1987

A

Women in
condom
campaign

From John England -
Boun

Several prominent West
German wonicen are to appear
in anti-Aids advertisements in
support of condoms under the
slogan, “I make love with™.

They include actress Chris-
tine Kaufmann, a former wife |
of Tony Curtis, authors and a |
film director, and will be
featured, in magazines and
possibly later on posters spon-
sored-by Frau Rita Sissmuth,
liw {cdcral Health Minister,
and a women’s journal,

Frau Sissmuth, a Christian
Demaocrat who ds a mother of |-
two and a practising Catholic,'
has come under fire from
Catholic bishops for advocat-
ing the use of condoms to
puard against Aids. i

She has been criticized by
the Bavarian Christian Social
Union (CSU} for refusing to
make registration compulsory
for Aids sufferers but refuses
o give way on either point,
The CSU state Cabinet in
Munich yesterday agreed to
make Aids tests compulsory
for certain groups.

©® MOSCOW: The Soviet
Union is to launch an wide-
ranging information cam-
paign on Aids. Mr Georgy
Khlyabich, Vice-Minister of
Health, announced vesterday
{AFP reports). :

® PARIS: The French Gov-
ernment will lift restrictions |
on the sale of hypodermic
s¥ringes for an experimental
period of ane year in an bid to
stop Axds spreading among
drug addicts {Diana Geddes
wriles),

5 L—»"/‘
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Chicago

Not as mean as it
seemed

CHICAGO

Chicago’s black voters, plus nearly a fifth

of its white voters, combined on February |

24th to give Mayor Harold Washington
the Democratic nomination for a second
term. He defeated Mrs Jane Byrue, an
ex-mayor, with 53% of the vote. That, in
the old days, was as good as winning the
election. No more: Chicago’s Democratic
machine, which used to be famous for its
reliability, is now notorious for ifs
fractures.

On April 7th Mr Washington faces a
Republican, Mr Donald Haider, whois a
rugby-playing professor and former Dem-
acrat, and, more important, two Demo-
cratic elected officials who have split
away from the party to create third- and
fourth-party candidacies. One challenger
is Alderman Edward Vrdolyak, the Fast
Eddie who leads the opposition to the
mayor on the city council. Mr Vrdolyak

No comeback for Byrne

hopes to remain chairman of the Cook
County Democratic party, but he is run-
ning under the banner of the lllinois
Solidarity party. The other Democratic
maverick is the county assessor, Mr
Thomas Hynes, a shy professional politi-
cian whose television commercials are so
perfect a pacifier that they are said to
bore his teenage son to sleep. Baring or
not, Mr Hynes, who foermed the Chicago
First party, may be Mr Washington's
most serious threat: he has been courting
those middie-class professionals who live

40

an the shore of T.ake Michigan and may
be weary of the combative personalities
of Mr Washington, Mrs Byrne and Mr
Vrdolyak. .

The mayor’s second electoral round
started with mixed signals. The Rev Jesse
Jackson, who has been stumping for him,
gave a ferocious civil-rights speech. Mal-
colm X and Martin Luther King died,
claimed Mr Jackson, to make the mayor’s
renomination possibie. His re-electivo
could be a “send-oft” for the 1988 presi-
dential election.

Mr Washington himself made a soft
appeal for racial unity (the registered
black vote in Chicago is now put at about
43%, up a bit from 1983). He conceded
that he may have been too controversial
and pledged to “bring more people within
the orbit of our dreams™. He is hoping to
increase his support among non-blacks
and, to some extent, has already succeed-
ed. He won white lakefront votes when,
within a day, city workers were abie to
reopen Lake Shore Drive after a siorm
had flooded it. And he was able to hold
his own among Hispanics, partly because
he sponsored a Puerto Rican woman for
city clerk, even though she lost.

Racial patterns predominated. But the
campaign, on the whole, lacked the nasti-
ness of the general election in 1983. Some
bad things happened, on both sides; but a
watchdog committee reported that it had
made dozens of visits to neighbourhood
meetings each week and turned up little
scurrilous homemade literature. Aggres-
sive television reporters exaggerated cv-
ery squabble, creating two campaigns: a
relatively mild one in the streets and high
racial drama on the evening news.

Death penality
An attack on its life

Amnesty International has launched a
drive to persuade Americans to do away
with capital punishment. In the ten years
since the Supreme Court reopened the
door to the death penalty, 37 of the 50
states have passed laws allowing the exe-
cution of men—and & few women-—con-
victed of brutal crimes. During these
years 66 of them have been put to death.
But some 1,788 prisoners awail execu-
tion: 247 in Florida, 219 in Texas, 190 in
California, 105 in Georgia and 98 in
Nlinois. Pakistan is said to be the only
other country with comparable numbers
under sentence of death.

Of all the barbaric aspects of the Amer-
ican system, none is more horrifying than
the execution of young people who were
minors when they committed their
crimes. In the past two years three young
men have gone to their deaths for mur-

28" Dot

ders they committed when they were 17.
According to Amnesty, at feasi 32 othes
juvenile offenders were under sentence of
death in 15 states in October 1986. When
they comumitted their crimes their ages
ranged from 15 to 17. Only 14 of the 37
states that allow capital punishment ex-
clude minors. And in some states even
younger offenders can be held responsi-
ble. In theory, a 10-year-old could receive
the death penalty in Indiana and a 12-
year-old in Montana.

The Supreme Court has just agreed to
consider whether capital punishment for
minors is a contravention of the constita-
tional ban on “cruet and unusual punish-
ment”. The issue is becoming less aca-
demic as more and more youngsters,
soaked with dope, commit horrendous
crimes against both young and old,

Amnesty draws attention to better
known scandals, such as the conviction
and execution of the mentally ill, who
frequently lack proper psychiatric assess-
ment: the difficulty that poor people have
in obtaining competent legal aid; arbi-
trary rules that sometimes let the perpe-
trator escape while sending to his death
someone who was only marginally con-
cerned; the fact that the murderers of
white people are sentenced to death far
more frequently than the murderers of
blacks, which is a matter now being
considered in a case before the Supreme
Court. The use of the death penalty varies
widely by region, showing a great lack of
consistency in the courts.

[t seems all too likely that Americans,
fearful as they are of violent crime, will
turn deaf ears 1o most of this litany. In
1985 a Gallup poll showed that 72% of
those questioned favoured the death pen-
alty for those convicted of murder; in
1966 the figure was only 42%. As for the
administration, it is asking the federal
Sentencing Commission to extend the
death penalty to federal crimes such as
espionage, treason and assassination of
the president.

AIDS

lgnorance isn't
bliss

ATLANTA

About 200,000 Americans know they car-
ry the AIDS virus. At least Im more carry
it in ignorance. Should they be told? They
cannot be cured, but they can be persuad- |
ed not to indulge in activities that would |
pass the virus on. The federal Centres for
Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta called a
meeting this week toiry to decide wheth-
er to recommend the wider use of blood
tests to fight the epidemic. Civil libertar-
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A part of military life
jans and AIDs sufferers are suspicious that
the blood test is a Trojan horse for
discrimination, and some homosexuals
are cspecially hostile: the meeting broke
up in disorder when a group calling itself
the Lavender Hill Mob stormed in.

Onc argument against tests, that they
are unreliable, has largely evaporated. It
is true that tests can show someone to be
AlDS-free when he is not: the antibodies
picked up in the test take time to appear.
And it is true that tests of blood banks,
designed to be as strict as possible to keep
out infected blood, throw up many ““faise
positive” results. But all false positives
can be weeded out in second tests, called
Western Blots, leaving only truly infect-
ed, and infectious, cases.

So should tests be mandatory for, say,
all those applying for marriage licences or
entering hospital? Speaker after speaker
opposed mandatory tests. Looking for a
sexually transmitted disease in those
about to get married and hence, presum-
ably, about to embark on one of the Jeast
promiscuous parts of their lives, sracks
of closing the stable door after the horse
has bolted; testing people admitted to
hospital, half of whom are elderly, means
devoting most effort to those least at risk.
Compulsory testing could frighten away
those most at risk. But voluntary testing
encourages them to come forward; in
Colorado, for example, 12% of volun-
teers for tests are infected, a much higher
proportion than in the state as a whole.

Thus it looks as though compulsory
testing for AIDS will remain confined for
the time being to blood donors, army
recruits (and, once a year, all soldiers)
and those joining the foreign service.
5till, the cpC would like more testing, and
it has a worthwhile motive: it nceds a
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random survey of a big chunk of the
population to confirm its predictions for
the epidemic and reveal exactly how the
disease is spreading. At present, epidemi-
ologists rely on the army’s data {0.15% of
recruits carry the virus) and blood donors
{0.04%)), and assumes both are underesti-
mates for the general population. Yet
screening must stand or fall on its value,
not to epidemiologists, but to the infected
and those at risk.

The trouble is that those groups want
different tests from those wanted by pub-
lic-health authorities. Infected people
tend to want anonymous tests, in which
only they and nobody else, not even their
doctors, know the answer, 80 that they
can be sure that insurance companies,
employers and landlords will not discrimi-
nate against them. But public-health offi-
cials need names, for their best hope of
preventing spread is to trace the infected
person’s sexual partners and inform
them. In Virginia, 25% of such partners
have proved to be carrying the virus and
most have been grateful to be told.

A compromise solution 1o the anonym-
ity problem was presented by Dr Tom
Vernon from the Colorado Department
of Public Health, Colorado was the first
state to pass a law demanding that a
positive test should be reported to the
state authorities, making it and him un-
popular with liberals. This does not seem
to have deterred people from volunteer-
ing for the test in ever increasing num-
bers, about a quarter of them under false
names.

Officials do not discourage false
names. They even suggest their use (0
those who are worried, Most such people
do at least give a correct telephone num-
ber, so thal partners can be traced. San

. AMERICAN SURVEY

Francisco has experumented witin num-
bers, dispensing with names altogether.

Voluntary screening is not going to
catch enough carriers on its own. In
recognition of this, the meeting called for
“routine” screening at venereal-diseasc
and family-planning clinics (the most
alarming statistic of the conference was
that 2.5% of the pregnant women in a
Brooklyn hospital had the virus, puiting
Brooklyn between Kenya and Zaire in
the AiDS league). Under “routine™ lest-
ing, all would be tested unless they
objected.

The test is not an end in itsetf. Only if it
is followed by some changes in behaviour
will screening help to stem the virus’s
spread. Among many homosexuals, be-
haviour changes have not waited for the
test. Yet in one study infected homosex-
ual men merely cut the number of part-
ners frem 11.8 in six months to five on
being diagnosed. New York’s intravenous
drug takers have apparently begun to
wear condoms and be less promiscuous
on learning that they were infectious. But
even the knowledge that they are carriers
does not stop people having sexual rela-
tions. Worst of all are thought to be those
acquitted of infection by the test, some of
whom take their apparently clean bill of
health as a Ncence to fornicate, cven
though they may be carriers.

The test itself is not expensive. It costs
the army about 82 cents. But the time that
has to be spent explaining the implica-
tions to people bumps the cost up to
$18,000-130,000 per infected case, ac-
cording to calculations from North Caro-
lina. All the same, given the cost of
treating AIDS patients, screening would
probably be cost-effective (let alone life-
saving), if one case were prevented for
every one detected.

Extra-territoriality

Basket, California

WASHINGTON, DG

Lord Ellenborough, 180 years ago, ques-
tioned whether “the Isle of Tobago jcan]
pass a law to bind the rights of the whole
world."” The answer, he implied, was no;
but Ellenborough did not anticipate the
Supreme Court of California. California
is at the forefront of efforts to expand the
jurisdiction of American courts, an effort
that continuajly irritates relations be-
tween America and its trading partners.
The federal Supreme Court has now
reminded California that, like Tobago, its
reach has limits. The case involves Asahi
Metal Industry in Japan, which makes
tyre valves, some of which it sclls to
Cheng Shin Rubber, which makes tyres in
Taiwan. Cheng Shin, in turn, sells some
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