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Ailds vaccine
by 2,000

Doctors will-be able to cure

two-in-three cancer cases and.

vaccinate people against Alds
by the year 2,000, reszarchers
forecast yesterday. New.drugs
to prevent heart attacks, joint
implnats for arthritis * suffer-
ers, and a longer lifespan for
men and women are also oh
the way. But no one is likely
‘to . discover a. cure for. the

commoh cold, they say. The |}
prediclions are based on inter- |

views with 227 leading medi-

cal . reséarchers, including:

Nobet prizewinners.
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AIDS—where’s
the campaign?

AS A former member but stilt
an avid supporter of the
1.C.A, I would like to congrat-
ulate the I.C.A. in urging a
campaign on AIDS in all sec-
ondary and third-level schools.

This decision shows great
maturity and awareness of the
necessity to educate our young
population on AIDS and how
they can avoid it,

The proposer of this motion,
Mrs. Nellie Dillon must be
lauded for her concern for
young people. I agree whole-
heartedly with her call, “Don’t
let them die of ignorance. The
only weapon against AIDS is
education, There is no cure :
and no vaccine "

Mrs. Dillen made a very
valid point in saying that if
AIDS could be thanked for
anything, it was that parenis
could talk to their children
about AIDS without sounding
like an old 78 record.

Let us hope that other
organisations in this country
will get the ball rolling and
insist on a national media
campaign of education about
AIDS. This is one sex prob-
lem that must be taken on
board by the Health Education
Bureau. Their duty is to edu-
cate on heaith matters, other-
wise why have them operating

at all? .
ANNE GILMARTIN,

Teesan, |
Sligo. ‘ :
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UNDER ATTACK: Sir Gerard

Clive’s good
food guide

TRADE union leaders

are duty-bound to
show concern for the
welfare of members, so it’s
nice to see that portly Clive
Jenkins's concern even
extends down to the protein
content of their cafeteria
meals.

He astonished fellow
union bosses at a recent
National Economic
Development Council
heeting with the Prime
Minister by revealing that
his union, the ASTMS, was
calling in canteen menus
from their members all
over Britain so it could
advise on improving the
protein count.

“Perhaps Clive wants
them to serve up lobster
thermidor instead of {ish
and chips,” choriles one
nnion leader.

Or perhaps he just wanis
to suss out the best places
to go on official visits,

Aids aides

strugghng
to survive

HAVING a posse of fa-
mots names behind you
is no guarantee of suc-
cess, and even the collective
might of Sir Richard Attenbo-
rough, Sir Gerard Vaughan and
Margaret Jay appears unable to

save the UK Aids Foundation !

from collapse.

Launched in almost simultaneous
blazes of publicity and controversy
last year, the foundation looks likely
to fold, with the Department of Health

looking elsewhere for an umbrella ;
body to co-ordinate all the voluntary '

organisations fighting the virus,

Now, in a desperate attempt to se- |

cure a government grant for the foun-
dation, Sir Gerard is offering his own
and Margaret Jay's resignations. “We
will happily leave, if it makes a differ-
ence,” he insists,

The controversy over the UEKAF
hegan when Sir Gerard was criticised
for saying that all visitors to the UK
from Africa should be screened for the
virus, And Margaret Jay was threat-
ened with legal action over a This
Week programme she made on the
virus. The Terrence Higgins Trust
claimed it whipped up “unnecessary
hysteria”.

Sir Gerard insists that UKAF could
still perform a valuable role in advis-
ing fund-raisers on the best way to
spend their money. “Tve just written
again to the Health Minister, saying
we can’t go on without a grant

“The UKAF still has money
coming in from private
sources, hut these people want
their money to go into re-
search or care, not administra-
tion. It's an ideal case for a
government grant. If we don’t
get one, survival is a question
of weeks, rather than
months.” I

Let’s hope other famous fig-
ures involved in the campaign |
listen to the advice the real |
experts are giving. |
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TODAY, TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1987 ‘
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HAVE...(({{.‘.
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CONDOMS,
You WANT

CONDOMS
DON'T you ~
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;
[/ vobnmes,
PROPHYLACTICSH

-+ RUBBERS 1
CONDOMSY/

JUST REMEMBER THE ADVERTS:
DON'T DIE OF
IGNORANCE !/

COME ONBOY Y/
/T8 ALLINTHE OPEN NOW!| |
THE GOVERMNMEN T
HAS TOLD US4
8UYy CoNDOMS/
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France Clears AIDS Drug
By o WaLL STRENT JUUKNAL Ntafl Reportior

LONDON - Wellcome PLC said the

French government cleared Retrovir, its |

new medicine for treating acguired Immune
deficiency syndrame.

‘The French Department of Sucial Af-
falrs, Health and Family couldn't be
reached for commem on the UK. pharma-
ceutical conceln's announeement.

France becomes the second country o
permit sale of the drug, which elinical tests
lave shown lo be effective i Crealing
certain AIDS patients. Retrevir doesn’l cule
AIDS, thougl, The British government
cleared the drug, genericaly known s
azidothymidine, or AXT, last, week. [t was

developed by Wellcome's U.S. unit, Bur-

roughs-Wellcome Co.

Wellcome will allocate supplies of Retro- !

vir to countries that approve ils use
according to the number of AIDY cases

reporte¢ by those nations Lo the World |

Health Orgauization, said Philip ward,
Wwellcome’s  assisiant  investor-relations
manager.

Ag of Jan. 29, the health organizatien had
received reports of 610 cases of AIDS In

Britain and 1,040 eases in France, a WHO |
spokeswomiin said. The British gaversment 1
snosed |

said 731 cases of AIDS had been diag
in the U.K. as of Ifeb, 28, of which 377 so far
have proven fatal.

Mr. Ward said distribution of Retrovir
will begin in the UK, "within weeks.” e
added that roughly half of AIDS patienls are
sufficiently ‘il to qualily for Relrovir
treatment, The company has priced the
drug world-wide at 3188 for 100 capsules of
100-milligram strength, For a patiént, the
drug'could cost as niuch as $10,000 a year.

On London's Stock Exchange yoslerday,
Wellcome's shaves slid 27 pence (i3 U8
cenls) to 458 pence ($7.261. from Friday’s
close of 486 pence ($7.631. Robin Gilberl, an
analyst al James Capel & Co,, blamed the
drop on newspaper veporls over the week-
end that questioned Retrovir’'s affectiveness
and sugpested Welicome's slock wis aver-
valued.
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French, Americans
Call Truce in Fight
On AIDS Discovery’

- ¥ * *

Seientists Neglected Research
In an Unseemly Squabble
For Royalties, Some Say

By MariLys Cliast

Siaft Reporter ot T WakL STRERET JitUHNaAL

SAN FRANCISCO American and
Prench scientists called a truce i their
bitter dispute over discovery af the AIDS
virus,

Simpultanectls conymunigues from Wash-
ington and Paris sald lawyers representing
the U.S. Natlondl Institutes of Flealih and
France's Pasteur Institule ate seeking o
seltiement to the 15-month-old lawsuit in
which the French elnimed cradit Tor the
discovery and a share of royalties from -
sales of AIDS Dblood-tesi kiis.

A spokesman for the 1.4, Department of
Health and Human Services said in Wash-
ington that there was some speculation &
settiement cotlld be reached within a nontl.
Both sides said any such settlement would
recognize "'the imporiail contribuilons of
cach, without “‘providing cither party with
an advahlage over the other party.”

The long-smoldering dispule hrought
issues of scientifie credit and personal and
natlonal prestige inta the courtroom. in
December 1885, the Pasteur nstitute filed a
lawsuit charging that NIH seientist Robert
C. Galio commitied & “preach of contriet”
by claiming his patent en researchhand virus
gamples of Pasteur seienilst Lo Monlag-
nier. Dr.Gallo's virus, named HTLV-3, and
Dr. Montagnier's virus, named LAV, are
virtally identical, diffeving by less than 2%
of their genetic bullding hlocks. Dr. Gallo
has ‘Getled the charge. .

The dispute has heen viewed by many
sclentists - including the principal dispu-
Lants - a5 a1 unseemly theater ol ego in the
midst of a fatal epidemic. Il has diverted
much of the scientists’  thnoe, inhibited
scientific exchange, and spawned a spale of
lurid labloid-style coverage. some  ob-
servers ironically credit vecent editorial
polemies with pushing bath sides hack to the
negotiating lable,

St~
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THE ARTS

Television/Chrislopher Dunkley

- AIDS breaks conspiracy of silence

. There . have Leen many
*:markable aspects w the Aids
cimpaign - on  television, The
£2eed with which it has becn
produced hag bren impressive,
“he ep-operation between BBC
iod ITV has been unproceden-
fed. The expliclt nature of the

frmgusge,” after 4 itfetime of .

umbling .. euphemisms on  the

abject ©of Csex, has  been
neresting, The  courage of
overal presenters has  Deon

wmirable: in particular one
thinks af Mike Smith's sensivie
aandling. . of "ITV’y outspoken
First Aids marathon aimed at
leenageis. and Pattie Coldwell’s
competence *and common sense
i dealiag with callers g the
Qpen A'r evening programipes.
Unciderially,  what the
woman  been fving on, hen.
redvine . “aid | black  cofee?
Trving appeared on live shaws
early. ye “Taorning and late
every [ ighite or 50 it seems —
she Luns upkit s hard hat gs 2
DIY. bullder:tn Ou The House
at the weskend 1), i

Thea ola vf the condom alone
i the past fertnight could form
we . shilect - for 2  thesis.
Thravgiiowt ‘the sntire history
of -the -mbdlum British tele-
vislor” hus “cowered in wittor
Ing£:ak:from Rubber Johnnie,

Thor IBA has steadfastly re.
fusec " advertisements for con.
doris, and when the London
Rulder Company {hrought your
dharus.vet? Bs quick) decorated
4 tecihg ‘ear with Durex pds
the BBC refused tp film it, Bu(
10 d& DRt Awo waeks we have
80y arman roiling a condom
onic the grect fngars of his
latty. compaclon on peak-time
aatbonwide televislon, The
Spilfing -~ Image puppets have
thanted “We've put & condom
ont _our -Willle” and 2 model
of Lord Whitelaw has apperrad,
shenthed 'y yubber. Tan Dury
Yag rolled & condom onto a 1lfe.
Rl plantey phallys, We have
hterd sbout “banapa flavonred
canidems, * black - condoms, and
tragitiona - fsh-skin  concloms.
Adin the childhood game of
Yepetltion. the word has been
354 sn niten that 1t In becom.
st meaniagless.

Howaver, the most interest
Ing aspect of the whole cam.
P4iEn f5:not the content of the
DrogIaEsntes but the Jong term
lmpleations, How can the IBA
“poss bly “sustein its opposition
;to-;hsm_y planning commerclals

A

now? If the Alds campaign
works avd the disedase is suc-
cessfully contuined in Britain,
will television be gleen the
eredit, or  will  peaple Sny
“Typical of television, o lot of

song and danee about nothing ™

aml then take no notice next
time some cergency gets tele-
vision's blity treatment?  Ahove
alt could it e, as J sUspect,
that this campaign will evenly-
ally be seen an g elassie iilus-
wration of the ¢hasm  which
exists belween television and
much of the ganeraj pubtie as
regards so many social atti-
tudes?

I you have been walehlng
television exhaustively you may
have gathercd a couple af ¢lues
about the Irue risk of Aids
ameng heterosexunls.  Horjzon
for example. 1epoited on 1060
male  heierosexual haemaphi-
llacs  who beeame  antibody-
Rositive sly or seven yoars ago
thanks to contaminated blood
ranstuslons.  In all thg intey-
vening years only about 5 per
cent of their fomale partnors
have alsn  oecome
posllive.  This led a doctor
Trom the Royal Free tp con-
elude that 1" was = very diffi-
cult ¥ te transmil Afds hetero-
sexunlly.

But that is nol the message
thatl has boen hammered home
everywhere else, Whal we lrave
been tolg repeatedly is  that

antlhody

although the figures shil show
an  overwhehaing majority ol
Alds cases among male home.
sexuals and (lo a smaller hut
growing exieml} drug addicly
and bisexuals “We arp all at

visk now.”  Becatse Ihe i
tdente of Aids among British
heterogexuals is still so low

fgures for heterosexual Aids in
central Afvica have often been
held up on television ay g
frightener, without any menlion
of  the crucial  dilferences
between Africa and the UK in
regard to public heaith and the
stelistics  for  other  sexually
transmitled disesses, For Lacls
of that sort you have had la
look te newspapers,

The Lelevision campziun has
given the  improssion.  more
efen  than  not, of bene
primarily conearned wilh
avoiding  any  pessibilily  of
nroniscuous hemosexuals beine
“hismed " for spreading the
dread disease, This approach is
eommendably huimane, particu-
larly when vontrasted wilh {le
apparent slee behind some of
the “Gay Plague!" headlines
in the tableid press. Yel in
bending over backwapds
avoid blaming lomosexuals and
then leaning muel 1oo Ear e
other way in the pretence fhal
helerosexurl practices are Just
as' riky, television may have
shown how far out of toueh it
Is with the public,

On one of Open Aiv's phone-

in programmes last week wpe
of (hose madern elersynien
who look and sound like sooial
workers declared that homo-
SEXA ity WaS pertectiy
natural.” Oh o opo it wasn'l,
suid the woman oo ke phone
senthingly, (hete was nolhing
“natural”  ghout  gne  man
srodueing his  penis  inis
anothier man's rectum. Wik g
shoek  one  recognised  (ha
authentic voice of a large part
of the public usually missing
fram television. In the studio
tha clergyman and the regre-
senlative  of  the  Torence
Hligging Trust grinned sheepe
ishiy and one of them muitered
somathing about there being
alher ways for men to make
love,

1L Was B fascinating example
ol what wun happen when loje.
vision puls sside the conven-
tions, [F you abandon the usual
television tahoog on words ruch
As voadow and vaging and even
" rimming " which  Anpa
Ragburn deflned eagerly (he
night before — and yvou allow
lhe pubte onto the alr, If oniy
in sound, then yeu run the risk
of breaking wide open (he
taciy hut immensely strong cop-
spirgey which hag dominated
public intereourse on British
Lelevision for decades,

It ls ihe conspiracy which
prevents erdingry people, these
not professionally Involved i
the mass media, from exvress.
ing what they really feel about
homosexuality.  race, capilal
punishment, feminism, and so
on. Of course there is a Jiberal
minded group among the nublie
Wi argue for the continued
abolition of eapllal buniskment,
ihe tolerance and decririinalic
satlon of homosexuality. gna
" positive  diseriminetion ®  n
race. But il seemy eloar — not
least from the resulls of (he
last {wo gearral electicns —
that there is in Brilain a vasi
Lody of opinion. deenly can.
servalive with a small “o,
which s allowed only e
smnllest aml most disurapo
lionale expression on television
fand radio, incidenlally),
Gopltal  punishmoent” s
classic,  amd  wal) e arphed,
example. Every oplijen  pol]
shows thzt an ovierwholming
majorily of prople, 85 per conl
ot Inore, {avour & vetwn o
caplial punishment. Parliament
evades (he weight ¢f (hal
opinian  wilh gn a1gument

(speeious «n my view, though
&m 2 convineed abalitionist)

aboul British practising repre- &

sentalive demuesacy " und nhol
law by plebiscile. But what is
television's argument for fail-
thg t0 pive praper voice (o
stich opiniens?

So far as ¥ ean sop wirtually
wvery “galekeeper” or “agenda
seller” in broadeasting, whether
in charge of a changel, head
of a deama department, or
simply edllor of & eurrent
affairs series, appears 10 be of
that  “liberal™ sort which
Spends much of §ts time-ensup-
ing that the attitudes and feel
ings of many ordinary people
are kept off the mir, Whatever

the BAC's real reasons for gel- g

ting itself into sueh a plekle
over lan Curteis's Falklonds
play, lilere is a large section
of the public which helieves the
work has oot becn produced
because 11 woutd have repre
sented dradilional conservalive
(or  possibly  Conservative)
attiludas, pro-British and
sympathetic to Mrs Thatener,

You do nol have lo shaye |
either the vonservative sacial -

attitudes or the Canservative
patitical altitudes of many Bri-
tons Lo conclude that the tacit
canspiracy within broadeasting
o keep thuse attitudes oul of
programmes  is  both  wrong
headed wnd  potentially dane
gotvus. By keeping right wing
atlitudes towards race, lhomo-
sexuality, capital punisijnent
and so en off the screen you
ansire that they remain up-
Guestioned and  maiatein  an
tnderground respectability,

1f they were brought out inte
the apen, their  implications
clearly illustrated, and their
ediousness subjected to public

ridicule, then we might hegin ;

1o et a populace which aptually
eligved in the liberal valees
eurrently receiving sueh wide.
spread  bul  unrepresentative
public expression, instead cof
ridicndiag them.

Of course it could all go
wrong: the liberal mass med-a
folk mighi Jose the argainent,
Bal il theit suppesed belief

!

{reedom ol spesch is- anything '

maore than a cunnlng pece of §

eamptiflaze liding a totaiilzeinn

&0’ ey should put it 10 the |

test and oppen up the mirwaves.
nel inst for AIDS eampaigns
but for @l shades of pubiie
opinlon.
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AIDS helpline "%
to be set up

An AIDS helpline is to be
launched in Duhblin early next
month, Is aim will be to provide
telephone information service on
AIDS prevention for the peneral
publle. -

The new service will be launched
on April 3rd, International AIDS
Day, and is being provided by an
AIDS Action Alliance aimed at co-.
ordinating work on all aspects of
AIDS prevention. Groups affiliated
to the AAA include the LGPSU,
the ASTMS, Gay Health Action,
- the Well Woman Centre, the Irish
Family Planning Association and
Cairdre,

Experienced volunteers will staff
the line after undergoing a 12-week
course.
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New anti-

L e
A NATIONAL Task Force, with a full-time Co-
" ordinator, has been established by the Catholic
Hierarchy to combat AIDS. ‘
..At-a news conference following the Spring
mieting: -of - the Bishops in Maynooth College
yesterday, Bishop Joseph Cassidy of Clonfert said the
- Bighops pledged to place at the disposal of the Task
. Forcé:all the resources it could muster.)
2o Announcing an opening £20,000 to get the
. initiative started, Bishop Cassidy said he believed
- .people who would not respond to the plight of AIDS
Bufferers were not worth their Christian salt,
. The Task Force will be based initially in the
Catholic Social Service Conference in Dublin and will
reach out to the whole country. It will include people
with expertise in various aspects of the problems
associated with the disease.
Bishop Cassidy said the Task Force would work

;in co-operation with other bodigs responding to the
+AIDS situation. This, he confirmed, would include
~the Department of Health which had its function in

" recommending condoms, ,

. .The Bishops would be approaching the issue
"frém a purely Christian caring approach and would
‘not impede the Department whiclk also had its
" function,

‘- 7 Bishop Cassidy said that the function of the Task
‘Force would be to educate people in positive

Christian lines, The Bishops believed the best
response to be the moral response. Sex was best and
safest within marriage. “I'he best vaccine for this
virus is virtue,” he siressec.

The Task Force would put parcicular emphasis |

on preverntion and care. The needs to be met would
include the need to make available accurate
information about the medical, psycho-social and
pastoral issues to priests, religious, seminarians,
community and Church workers.

The Bishops felt there wis a need for a great deal
of further thought and action about the care of AJDS
victims and HIV positive persons and their families
in the home, hospital and hospice settings. These
places would need to prepare for the increase in the
number of victime which now appeared to be
inevitable, warned the Bishop.

They believe chaptains in hospitals and prisons
would need special traiving in pasioral care
programmes, and counselling services for groups and
individuals who have to be developed through

existing Cutholic agencies, boih national and
diocessan.

Recognising thal the plague of AIDS would bring
with it suffering, despair, isolation, fear and |

rejection, the Hierarchy pointed out thal Christ’s |

care for the sick and the ouatcast had always been
seen as an inspiration for fis Church,

D~ task
orce established
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By RAY MANAGH

STOPPING the spreads of AIDS s
nrow morg jnrportant than controlling
the abyse.ol drugs, an cxpert on the
kiler dispase waraed today,
And ‘hesnid that i the spread of the
du.’u}l_y_ giseghe ;dy Ireland followed trends
9 moalier; countrics. we could have more
than 1000 cases within three years,
Dr. Zychery Johiston, of jhe Eastern
Health sBard, said there could also be as
muy: ag 2,000 carriers” of the visus walk-

ing aroupd whe hid nmot developed the
disenke. -

The hret of an increase
In the spread of the dis-
ease in Ireland prompled
new Heatth Minister De.
Rory O'Hanloa - ta
apnounce  priority  meas-
ares o ¢ombating  jt
through a mador eduealion
campaign 5000 be
annguneed,

Dr.  Johnswan, speaking
on the Gay Byrne radio
progriome  today,  said
there had been 14 cases of
AIDS reported in Areland,
“which did nct seem @
Ial™, .

Bt fic:r rvewrs ago in
America ithere were only
uboyl 8D cuses reported.

CONuwE there were o over
LIO00 - cases  of AIDS
Shhgre and half of the vie-
Wng-were end,
B . Jobnston said
N tous faorors may differ
o, betheen
+ Amariga,
ber ol par a hamao-
sexwal  puy the
number  of  intravenous
driegs  users- w0d 1he rate
uf apread bBerween helero-
sesad couptes.

“Ryd the worrsing thing
v 1lhal . expuriente  in
Amerita and clsewhere has
shown Lthat  for  every
sinale casz of AIDS there
are between 30 pnd 100
others who are [nfected
and walking around feciing
quite well,” he said,

Dy, lehnstan sald  the

inculution perdod

deveiopment  of
AIDS was 1] aears and at
t hemomen:  infestion
would appear ta be con-
fined Lo cortain high-risk
groups — intrevenops drug
abusers and, 1o 4 lessez
extent, homosexudl men,

* The danger is that the
infection mar.-svprcad into
the rest of thé vommeanity
through hercrosexual colLe
tucts by qdrug lrausers who
may have” multiple betero. -
sexual partners or hemo-
sexual men who may be
hi-sexual,” he said, .

He dispeiled hetfefs that
AIDS could he contacted
thraugh using cgps, plates
or cutlery used by infected
persons  qr  living  with
them or through -kissing.

Sex and  Intravenous
drugtaking were the two
main culprits in the gpread
of he discase, he said

S
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Fans advised
‘beer safer
/- F
> than sex

Thousands of Welsh rughy
fans are being urged to steer,
clear of casual sex when they
travel to Edinburgh for the|
ifernational match with Scot-
land. ¢

Organisers  of the Welsh!
AIDS  campaign are teiling
supporters; “Stick to the beer
and rughy - it's miuch saler
than casual sex.” .

Scotland  play  Wales on
March 21, and an estimated
10,000 Welsh fans are
expected to travel to the Scol-
tish capital, where the scale of
the AIDS problem is second
only te Londen.

About half 1the 2,000 intrave-
nous drig users in Edinburgh
are helieved to be AIDS carri-
ers and some 300 are wemen.
according 1o heallh experts.

There is concern because
infected female drug addicts
heve turned to prostitution to
finance their heroin habit.

S
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‘Virtue best
vaccine to

halt AIDS’ ;

say Bishops

By JOSErH POWER
Religious Alfairs Correspondent
THE CATHCLIC BISHOPS, in
establishing a natoinal task force
with a full-time co-ordinator to com-
bar AIDS has also pledged to place
at its disposal all the resowices it

can muster,

An gnitiel £20000 is lo Be donaled
by the DBishops to get the initiative oft
the ground, it was announced at {ug
end of the Spring mesting of the
Hierarchy al Maynooth, yesterday,

Bishop Joseph Cassidy, the spokes-
man for the Bishops, sajd people wha

would not vespond o the plight of AIDS
suiferers in a practival way were not
worth rheir Chy

will be bused initially
cial Service Cuonfers
ence in Dublin and will reach owl 1o
the whole countey, 11 will
people with expertise in viriuu
of the prublems assocluted :
disease. H
Bishop Cussidy said the unit will
work in to-operation with other bodies
which are responding 1o the AIDS
sltnatien, This, he  confiomed, would
include  the  Department  of  Health
which had irs fuichon in recommend. |
Ing condoms, !
‘The bishops would te ap-!

proaching the lssue from a.

purely Christian caring ap-
proach  and  would | not
impede dhe  Deparrment i

which also had jis (unclion.i

- . 3 Cassidy said thgr
O er lee the function  af th it |
‘; woukl be (o eduea :

¢
bevi response to be the
AL

THERE have besn no
serious cises of difficulty
ar  misutderstanding  in
mixed marriages @ Ire-
land duridg the past year,
according to  an  Iniors
Chureh Standing Commlt-
tee, whigh yesterday ex.
pressed  general  sutisfac-
tion In a repott to the
Catholic Bithops,

The commitice apreed
that it way helpfui whep
clergy  estublished  poogl
working relatjons amony
themselves, Difticulties
anly scemed to § when
priests and  ministers  did

ol

in positive Chris
The bishops beli

ed the

Sex 5 heat and safest
within  marri “the !
far ¢ v
f siressed,
The new wnit woulyd
Barticutae emp AT
vedon and care, The needs
to be mel would include the
necd to make available ae,
curale informaticn  about
the  medicai, pyscho-soctal
nd Copastoral  jasues to
riesls, religious,  semi-
1HINS,  Communiy and
Church workers, Y "
In the comtext of Pre.

the

We need for inforn
SUPPOIL way greg
Ly prevent

on and
order

irus s

ventien, the bishops helieye :

not know each other suf-
ficiently weil,

During tae zeat (here
was  discussion  regarding
priests and ministers whao
were mad:  anwelcome
wien the  marrizg2 ook
place in the viker church,

Pointing suc that there
had been wvat groath op
A4 pastora bevel on mixed
marriages, Bishop Joseph
Cansitdy  announced  that
the four rain Carislian
churcues  had  now  pro-
duced  goidelines  which
recognised  the  dwvisions
on i doetrical Jevel

The committee  cousid-
ered the appoiniment  of
people in different  areas
with & special interest In.
and  responsibility  for,
mized marriages, [t was
explained that the object
of this, was not to Dy-
piss  the clergy  of the
couple concerncd, but to
have some more fully in-

@ Bishop Cassidy ., Mo
scrious Jdifficolly,

formed person Lo assist at
the request of local cleryy,

Joint classes of mixed
couples have been  wvory
suecessful in Dublin, the
committee  reporfed. Nt
wis  stressed  thal  these
il insistance  in pre-
paration for marringe as a
whole and did not deal
ouly with church aspects
of marringe. The courses
were drawn up and fuily
supparted by the churches
involved,

Acising from the comi-
munity Lensivn mn
Northertn  lreland,  the
report sajd  speeial
ficulties esisted for i
church  couples, Tt E
noted that the place of
work vould be an area of
Stress and tension, as well
as the neighbourhoed of
the home,

climinatign

#id 0 ensure just tieatment
ol sufferer, '
CThere i oaeed, (he
bishop's eved 1o help i
sehouls provide aveurite jn.
formation within  (he ne
text _0( a  progranum far
pasitive  Chyistian ing
Mareover, there  wy the
#eed la contnpe to improve |
Chureh  support for  pra-
RBramimes 1o combhbyy drug
ahuse.

the Cathonie bishops fen |
A Necd far 3 great doal of |
further thought ynd action ||
ahout the ¢are of ATDS
victims - and JUV posigive
nevsans and their lamiliey iy
:J;c‘ immg: hospital ang tas.
Pice seliings,

These pluces would mead
fa prepare for (e increase
i rthe  pumber gof victims
which now appogrs 1¢ he in-
able, warned the bishaps,
The Hishops went on 1o
stress the urgeney gf bring-
ind  hame ta ghe whole
Cathalic COMMUNity the re-
sponsibility o pray - far
victims and their famljes.

Recoanising  that the
Yisue of AIDS would biing
it saffering,
Aulition fear ang Fejection,
nofnled  oul

v

and ¢ eSE A alwavs
been seeil ws g inspiration
for His Church,

Meanuliile an AIDS help.
line i being taunched nexs
monitlt W provide  much
needed information an the
disease. .

S
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hurc
‘up Aid

THE Roman Catholic hierarchy
has set up an Aids task force in
Eire.

It will include a full time pastoral
care co-ordinator as a response to
the threat of the deadly disease,

The move was announced yesterday
after the bishops' spring meeting in
Maynooth,

"The task force will include people with
exportise in the problems associnted
with Aids and have an initial budget of
£20,000.

Announcing the initiative which will
be besed in Dublin, Bishop Joseph
Cassidy, principal spokesman for the
hierarchy, said the group would put
particular emphasia on prevention and
care.

There will also be an emphasis on
schools to provide accurate information
within the context of a programme for
“poaitive Christian living'' and the need

h lea

Experts recruited

to combat diseqse

to continue and improve church support
for programmes to combat drug abuse,

The bishops said there would be n
need to bring home to the whole Roman
Cathalic community the responsthilily
to pruy for the vietims and their
families.

“We trust the ostablishment of the
new task force would mark the
beginning of n response from the Irish
Church which would be pgenerons,
practical and compassionate,” they said,

The meeting aiso heard that the inter-

. church standing committee on mixed

marrieges had no serious, cases of
difficulty or misunderstanding in the
past year.

" There would seem to bo n growing
understanding between the churches at
pnr]i.qh and district level, the hishops
said.

They also weleomed the growing
pastoral  cooperation  hetween  the
churches at the level of pastoral care of
couples hefore and nfter 1narriage.

Meanwhile, n Tory MP yesterday
called for a day of morels to campaign
rgainst. homesexuals - who he Hlamed
for spreading Aids.

Mr Nicholas Winterten said the day
should be aimilar to National No
Smeldng Day, .

e snid: ¥ we are prepared to take
sich o moral stand ‘on alcohol and

lers set

nicotine why should we not take a morat
stand on homesexunlity and say it can
damage your health because it can and
does. Tt is unnatural and can damage
your health,

“If we can do it with cigarette smokers
shoutd we not have a non-homosexual
activity day? We are talking about a
killer disease,”

Recent Aids programmes on television
suggesting  that  “unbridled  sexual
activity is not only inevitable, but the

normal way people nct”, has hbeen
condemmned by the Archbishop of
Glasgiow,

Archbishop Thomas Winning said
countless people had expressed to him
their anger and disgust at what had been
presented. :

“"Ohscenity and shock tacties can be
seen for what they are, but the sinister
dismissal of the C}zriﬂtinn prospective in
the recent saturation coverage by the
BHC and ITYV is a lamentable disservice
to viewers," said Archbishop Winning.

S~
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Stamping

on Aids

Reykjavik (Reuter) -
fceland is to guarantine
carriers of the Aids virus
who continue to have sex

with uninfected people.

Mr Pall Sigurdsson,
health ministry secretary-
general, said yesterday that
the anthorities were look-
ing for a place to house
“careless™ Aids carriers,
"I may be very difficult to
identify those who qualify -
for this extreme measure,
but we live in 3 society
where everybody knows

everyone else,” he said.

® DELHI: A Swiss man
arrested on drugs charges
and found to be suffering
from Aids was deported
from India yesterday on a

special ambulance plane.
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PRINCE Edward has been
asked to take part in a
massive fund-raising cuan-
paign for Aids victims.

Other members of the

Royal Family have also
been invited to Interna-
tional Aids Day at which
100,000 free condoms will
be distributed.

The Prince is being lined
up for the part of Fortin-
bras in a musicial version
of Shakespeare’s Hamlet

-called Will Aids. Theatre

Produc Ned Sherrin said:
thinksheiill

aue - to- appcﬂr inae

EXCLUSIVE
by AVRIL CONNARD

‘Francesca Annis, Alan

Bates, Virginia McKenna
and Anita Dobson from
EastEnders. An.answer is
expected from Bucking-
ham Palace today.

International Aids Day
is  officially being cele-
brated on April 8, but

events have alreiddy bepun

around the country,
Among those taking part
are Andy Summers of The
Police, singer Elaine Paige
and Katie Rabett whose

‘name was once - briefly

Makod with Prince And-
rew, .
Une of the muin n“.ltﬂ.-l.—

ions will be a concert at
Wembley on April 1. Se far
Bob Geldol and George Mi-
chael have agreed to take
part amid claims that it is
being snubbed by major
rock bands who fear being
linked to the “gay plague.”

Frankic Goes to Holly-
wood’'s lead singer Holly
.]'olmson, who will be ap-
pearing, said: “I am in
complete sympathy with

them. It took months for

me to decide but the pros

_ putweighed the cons.”

.The campaign hopes to

raige £2 million for re--

search and is being organ-
ised by .theé Terrence
Higgins Trust and Aection .
agumm :un}b.

‘ EDWARD‘PaIace decls_lon

s AID OF AIDS: Andy Summers, Elaine Paige, Holly Johnson and Katie Rabett yesterday. PICTURE: MIKE MOORE

Edward invited to
star 1n Aids show

o6 1oic cxpectod foddy
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Sting is
- sent an

Aids SOS

THERE is nothing
like a worthy cause
to re-unite a rock
band, and the Aids concert
at ‘Wembley next month is
proving no exception.

Now ‘The Pcolice — who
haven't appeared together for a
year — may be persuaded by

guitarist- 'Andy Summers to re-
ynite to headline the event.

e spent iyesterday pleading
with his’ former Po]ﬁ:e col-
1es‘ﬁues to"pet back together for
1 Wembley concert en April 3.
And he’s so keen for them to
ipﬁear together thai he says he
#ill. bully them into golng on
itage if necessary.

The group last united for the

1986 Amnesty towr of America,
and Andy believes their future
could lie in annual reunions to

- raise monaey for worthy causes,

The 44-year-old guitarist ex-
plains, “I think it’s a great ldea
to reunite the Police for this
coneert, and I have put the idea
to the boys. We're all here in the
couniry at the moment, so it's
posaible,

"Aids is move than enough of
a good reason for getting back
together again.”

Sting has been the most difii-
cult to get hold of lately, having
spent much of the past six
months relaxing on the Amerl-
can west coast with girlfriend
Trudie Styler and their
children.

Andy Is angry that more top

stars haven't already agreed to
appear at the concert.

“Big stars are always slow to
respond to causes Iike this,” he
says, “Someone has to take the
piunge and then everyone else
joing in, It’s & shame that it has
to take something like this to
bring peopie together again. T
hepe the Alds concert will have
the same effect as Live Ald,"”

Those who have agreed to ]é\]f“
pear so far include George Mi-
chael, Holly Johnson -- who
officially leaves Fyankie Goes To
Hollywood this week — Bob Gel-
dof, and Jimmy Somerville of
The Commuynards, who will
team up with his old band
Bronski Beat for an Aids concert
in Brixton, south London, the
next day.

PLEA: Andy Summers

RESTING: Sting and girlfriend Trudie Styler

M DIARY by SARAH GIBBINGS
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THE priest tipped tc head the Cathg-
lic Church's new task force to combat
Aids said yesterday he did not fore:
see any conflict developing between
the Church and the Government on
ways of fighting. the disease.

Fr. Paul Lavelle, who has worked

on the Dublin diotesan Aids pro-
gramme, is now likly to become the
pastoral care eo-ordinator as part of
the Church's task force.

The task force, to be based in Dub-
lin, is to have an initial cash injec.
lion of £20,000. And the appointment
of the fulltime coordinator will be
announced soon.

Fr. Lavelle said over @00 people
were now infected with the Ajds
virus and the new task force will
have (o look at the possibllities of
using hospices over the next two to

three years.

The use of premises and the provie
sion of religious . orders prepared to
give their services to Alds patients,
were two areas where the Church
could help, he said.

Referring to the condoms issue, Fr.

" Lavelle said ‘that if the Government

suggested their use to prevent the
spread of the disease, that was itg
responsibility and it had an obligation
and duty in that regard. But that -did
not tear that the Church would
agree with it

Meanwhilé, the Minister for Hezlth,
Dr. O'Hanlon, welcomed the statement
on Aids tnade by the Catholic Bish-
ops Conference on Wednesday and
their inteation to eo-operate in the
tight against the disease.

The Minister said Alds posed a

idS | Ch&llel’lg e gz‘/y;

serious thregt to soclety which can
only be combatted if all the resources
available are brought to bear on the
problem in a responsible, humane
and effectively co-ordinated way.

He welcomed the positive initiative
which the bishops have now taken
toprovide pastoral and counselling
services and to further investigate
how the respurces can best be used.

Dr. O'Hanlon said he noted their
intention to work with the Depart-
ment of Health and will be glad of
their co-operation in the development

" of services to cope with Aids.

@ ‘The Church of-Ireland House of
Bishops warned yesterday that only -a
refurn (o Christian principles could
stop the spread of Aids.
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INFORMATION ON
AIDS

Siz, — The National Federation
of Business and Professional
Women's Clubs of the Republic
of Ireland supports the ICA in its
call for an explicit campaign on
AIDS through education,

BPW is also gravely and
increasingly concerned about
AIDS. At™ a recent inter-club
forum on “Women in Health”
reports were received on research
into many areas affecting women
today. Among these was s ver
comprehensive report on AID
whicli)l served to underline our
already growing concern on the
need for some positive action,

The ICA, representing such a
large section of our comtmunity, is
1o be congratulated on its decisive
approach, and we look for
immediate implementation of their
fecommendation by thoge in
authority, — Yours, ‘etc.,

6ONAGH MANNING,

PRO, BPW,

22 St Stephen's Green,
Dublin-2" -~ - v
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Scots preparing for
large surge in Aids

deaths, MPs told

By Martin Fletcher, Political Reporter

Authorities in  Edinburgh
are preparing for a dramatic
explosion in the -number of
Aids deaths from nexl year
because of the unigue circum-
stances in which the disease
was introduced to the city.

Deaths in the region of the
vapital could by then be one or
1wo a day. MPs on the urgent
parliamentary  inguiry into
Aids (acquired immune de-
ficiency syndrome) were told
vesterday during their two-day
visit 1o Edinburgh.

Members of the Social Ser-
vices Committee were also
1old that the police had exacer-
pated (he problem through
their insistence on taking nee-
dles away from drug addicts
when arresting them.

Evidence given by doctors
10 the commitiee said that
Aids had reached Edinburgh,
possibly through an American
addict, in September 1983,

Its arrival coincided with an
“epidemic” of heroin addic-
tion and widespread needle
sharing in the city, leading to
the rate of incidence of infec-
tion among tested addicts
increasing from nought to 30
per cent in two years, “the
[astest rate vet recorded in the
waorld",

There were now estimated
1o he at least 2,000 Aids

carriers in the city. Some were
alrcady showing symptoms of
the discase, With an incuba-
tion pertod of four years and
an cxpectation that one'in five
carriers will develop the dis-
ease. al least 400 terminaliy, ill
Aids patients were expgeted
next year, RS

That contrasts with just 14
cases of Aids and || deaths in
Scotland so far.

“We are wailing for an
enormous surge and trying
very hard 1o equip ourselves”,
Mr Roper Kent, difector of
social work for Lothian Re-
gional Council, said. ’

“At the moment we are
keeping our heads above wat-
er but we have to get ready for
something very. very much
greater which is about to kit
us.”

Existing medical and social
services would have to be
dramatically expanded and
stafl retrained. The budget
could be “completely skewed
up”. Council representatives
pleaded either for more gov-
ernment money or to be
allowed to spend more on
Aids treatment without incur-
ring grant penalties.

Allegations about the police
were made during the MPS§’
visit to an Edinburgh drug
advice centre and came from

organizations helping addicts

They are supported by a
government commitiee on
Aids infection in Scotland
which reported last autumn
that one cxplanation for the
rapid spread of the virus was
police emphasis on removing
syringes and needles.

“The resultant non-avail-
abitity of sterile equipment in
the <city appears to have
contributed to extensive shar-
ing of equipment™, (he report
said. Police forces in other
citics ‘were less rigid, it said,
calling for a review of proce-
dures to ensure “they do not
prejudice  infection control
measures’,

Mr William Sutherland,
chief constable of Lothian and
Borders potice, agreed with
MPs yesierday that Aids was
now a greater threat than
heroin bui said that the law
required injection equipment
10 be produced in court as
evidence.

He said he would co-operate
with the experimental scheme
to exchange old needles for
new which begins in Edin-
burgh next month, but feared
it might appear to condone
drug abuse. Greater empbasis
should be given Lo discourag-
ing the young from using
drugs, he said.




