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Condom and

poster AIDS
drive urged

TWO of the country's largest
women's organisations yester-
day' spoke ‘out strongly for
positive action against AIDS,
Delegates at the ICTU
Women's Conference backed a
call for an exlicit “condom
campaign” aimed at stemming
the spread of the disease and
the Irish Countrywomen's
Association resolved to lobby
the Health Education Board to
place exlicit posters in all sec-
ond and third-level schools.
The ICTU Women's Confer-
ence also unanimously decided
to support the “Defend the’
Clinies”  campaign  following

the recent High Court ruling
making it an offence {o give
information about abortion.

Patricia Redlich, ASTMS,
told the ICTU Women's Con-
ference that there has been
an abysmal reord in getting
the AIDS campaign started
and she warned of the need
to ensure that the incoming -
Fianna FAil government car-
ried an explicit condom canm-
paign.

Claire O'Connor, also of a
ASTMS, attacked the failure

of Irish society to face up to
sexual matters. "We have
homosexuals, we have married

point in putting our heads in
the sand and saying this is
not happening,” she said.

At a national meeting in
Carlow, attended by some 700
members from the country's
1,000 ICA guilds, Mrs. Nellie
Dillon, from the Kill Guild,
proposing the resolution, said
that the mothers of Ireland
gwe it to their young people

to make sure they are fully

aware of the “Black Plague”
that threatens modern society.

Many people, especially
young people, are not receiv-
ing informationt that is vital
to their health and future
wellbeing hecause of hang-ups
in this country in dealing
with the subject of sexual
pretices  and ' homosexuality,
said Mrs. Dillan.

"AIDS is more lethal, more
dangerous than food poisouing,
smallpox, measles, dyptheria
or tunerculosts. Yet these are
all  notifiable diseases and
AIDS is not,” she said. -
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ICA member

0 ‘out of step }

A

on condoms’

THE national vice-president of the Irish Countrywo-
men’s Association last night disasscciated herself
from the statement made at the end of the RTE
television report on Saturday night by the proposer
of the emergency resolution on AIDS at a weekend
council meeting.

Mrs. Mary Hanley, the vice-president, said that on
behalf of the 1CA she disasscoiated herself from the
remarks. The resolution was that the health
education bureau publish and distribute to all second
and third level educaiivunal establishments and all
public buildings explicit poster warnings of the
dangers of AIDS.

There was much discussion and a vole taken was
largely in Favour of the resolution.

But when the proposer of the resolution, Mrs.
Nellie Dillon was interviewed after the discussion,
she said that she was in agreement that condoms
should be available and used to prevent AIDS. .

This statement contravened the tenor of the !

resolution, said Mrs. Hanley.

Se—
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'Dentists

~ launch
drive

on AIDS

By DAMIEN McHUGH
THE Irish. Association of Den-
tists has ombarked upon a
major programme to educate
its members on how to cope
with the threat of an AIDS
epidemic,

This was decided by the
general council of the associa-
ticn, which met in Dubtin at
the weekend following growing
concern that dentists risk
being infected by AIDS carri-
ers. -

The council will organmse a
seminar to be held in Dublin
* shortly which will be
addressed by English special-
ists on AIDS. - A number of
hespitals will also be associ-
ated with the seminar. In
addition,- the council -is pub-
lishing a booklet whirh will
be djstributed to dentists.

“We are all aware of how
serious this is,” former presi-
dent -of the- association, Dr.
Caoitmh O Broin said last
night. “*However, the chances
of contracting the disease is
quite small.”

He added: “This threat has
made a lot of dentists sit
down and think about the
methods of sterilisation that
are used, the disposable cups
and so on, It's making them
have another look af what
were regarded as the normal
methods of sterilisation.”

. Also discussed at the week-
end meeting was hepatitis and
the use of disposable syringes.
“'Basically, .-we. were planning
for the future,” Dr. O Broin
said. S




Irish Press
2" March 1987

MAIDS brain
damage link

THOUSANDS of people may
suffer brain damage and seri-
ous personality changes from
exposure to the AIDS virus, a
psychiatrist had warned. Dr.
Tom Onen, senior registrar at
8t. Thomas’s Hospital, Londeon,
satd brain damage could eccur
before peple developed full-
blown AIDS, One - study
.showed that 10% of people
“who: were-: antibody " positive.
had signs of dementia. In the
| case  of people with AIDS .
. itself. the proportion was 65%, |

S~
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:AIDS virus ‘could harm brain’

ot

LY P

THOUSANDS may suffer brain
damage and serious personality
ghanges from exposure to the

AIDS virus, a psychiatrist lLas.

warned,
.. Dr, Tom.Onen, senior registrar
at. St. Thomas's Hospital, London,
said  brain damage could cccur
- pefore "people develeped full-blawn
- AIDS, One study. showed that 10
per cent of people who were anti-
Body positive  had  signs  of
ementia, Tn the case of people
Yith. AXDS itself, the proportion
was 63 per cent.

A

Dy, Onen told the Institute of
Medicel  Ethies in  London on
Saturday that  the AIDS virns
could attack the brain  causing

- meningitis, dementia, and spinal

¢hord degeneration,

It was not known if any treat-
ment was possible yet because of
the difficuities of getting drugs to
cross the blood-hrain barrier

Only one in a hundred 18 to ‘

24-yeur-olds. has started 1o use
condoms sinee the dangers of AIDS
became more widely ' known, ae-
cording to a poll,

Just seven per cent of people
in the same vital age group have
given up casual sex, said a Marplan
poll, Nearly n quarter of 18 fo
24-year-olds have not changed Weir
sexual behaviour at all — though

more than half have changed thclr;

attitude to sex, it says,

The poll suggests that while

most people. aceept that AIDS Js

a4 major threat, many do not helieve |

it could affect them, and the
Government’s advertising campaign
on the disease was not: working,
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AIDS virus may k
damage brain

THOUSANDS of people may suffer
brain damage and serious person-
ality changes from exposure to the

AIDS virus, a psychiatrist has

warned. Dr Tom Onen, senlor
registrar at 5t Thomas’s Heaspital,
London, sald one study showed
that 10 per cent of people who
were antihody poesitlve had signs of
dementia. In the case .of people
with AIDS ltself, the proportion
was 65 per cent.

Dr Onen told the Institute of
Medical Ethics in Londonn on
Gatorday (hat the AIDS  virus
could attack the brain causing
meningitis, dementia, and spinal
chord degeneration. — (PA
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AIDS posters need
for young—ICA

EXPLICIT posters warning
of the dangers of AIDS
should be pnt on prominent
display in all second and
" third-level schools and on
all public buildings, it was
urged at the weskend.

“Many people, especially
our youth, -are not receiving
information that is vital te
their health and future wells
: being because of hangups in
this country in dealing with
sex, sexual practices and
homosexuality,” Kildare
mather Mrs. Nellie - Dillon
toldl  the annuzl council
meeting of the lrish
Countrywomen’s Association
in Carlow.

Mres. Dillon, & memnber of

the Kitdare 1CA Federation
which proposed the re-
solution on AIDS, said the
disease was mote lethal and
more dangerous than small-
pox, measies, diphtheria or
tuberculosis, all of which
are notifiable diseases, while
AIDS is' not.

‘The protection of the :

public must -take precedence
over sufferers and carriers,
she added..

Dr. Mary Hudey, of the
Health Education Bureau,
told the 700 delegates that
the ultimate message was,
that to guard against ALDS
people should- be celivate
and engage in. . motogamous’
relationghips.
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Ministers
hail TV .

Y Bk .l
First
: b ‘
Aids’ show
By Thomson Prentice
Science Correspondent

Ministers and health ex.
berts believe the CUrTCRl series |
ot television programmes on |
Aids will Jead 10 “safer sex™
among teenagers and young |
adulis, |
Mr Norman Fowler, See..
relary of State for Social
Services, and senior officials
at the Departmeni of Health
have leen éncouraged |y
| viewar 1e8ponses to the first of

an all-channe| series, which
1 began last Friday night angd:
will continne this week. :

They believe thai growing
awareness of the discase and
discussion  of condoms on
Programmes such as First Aids
will e nany young people
o fimit thejr sexual partners
and lake more precautions.

r Antony Newton, Mip-
ister for Health, said yess
lecday: very much welcome
this co-ordingqed effort by the
broadcas!ing authorities g
support the public education
on Aids, and in particular to
gel the Message across (g
young peapje.*

First dids, whiclt included
messages from pop stars and
comedy sketches, wag shown
on TV gp Friday and op
Channel 4 o Sa(urclay.

fembers of the studio augi.
ence were asked if they wouly !
dse a condom jp future and |,
46 per cent said yes, 37 per.
Lent said no, while 17 per.
cent were not sure,

More than 500 calls were
received by London Weekend
Television after  jhe first
Screening, Only 4¢ per cent
supported the Programme, byt
an T spokeswonan saw ji
as a favourahle reaction, |

Were many parents who felt |t
had helped inform their chil-
dren about the risks”, she said.

“We  are absolute!y cle.
lighted with the Tesponse sg
far. 1f we have helped saye

Complaints centred on the
mixture of comedy and facts,
explicit language and on
demonstrations of how to yge
& condom,

Two thousand viewers useq |
2 phonc-in serviee to seek

- thore information,
| An opition poll, published
¥eslerday p Sundey Today,
suggested that many  young
people have not changed thejr
Sexual behavigyy _

‘M‘_’
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Praise tor our
Aids posters

BRITAIN'S leading Aids group praised TODAY's
controversial advertising campaign vesterday.

The Terrence Higgins Trust *welcomed our
hard-hitting poster “Bang Bang You're Dead”.

“It’s better to have a frightened nation than an
infected one,” said Trust spokesman John Fitz-
patrick,

“Anything that jolts people into thinking about
it is better than soft-pedalling.”

‘But the poster was condemned from the pulpit
in & sermon by vicar Richard Parsons,

The reverend Parsons, vicar of S{ Mary’s, :
Hendon, north London, has a poster outside his |
house. He told parishioners: "They are poliuting |
peeple’s minds.” :

MPs last week attacked a poster showing ]
nooses around party leaders and asking: Would
Britain be better off with a hung parliament? :

("
‘\.) "



March 1987

Financial Times

pnd _gth

N

T AHY .
ONIHL LTRSS N SNOISSI5I0
e R i R FIT O SDES s s .
ST FUHOS XA IO L I GO 009

e

-G OL LTTIO. (S0
_ ZONTH) T2

S 205 54 1L T
FONITISS 2T 0 LNt
uﬁé%a&n&
WIZY OL-, LIV, 0]
RGN L X AN

N
177
L=

=K

155

=l

LNTTI NOOS T3 <560
-3 et IHL 51 IFA TENOS
- AW "IZA00H TS N
SIS INTHAND THL L BH

HHT NG ONINTTIY N GV T2
NI} AT 51 L o 300
W AGLLNGO FHL O A Vi
NGO YN0 WOSYTS LPHL H0o

N el Awt AINGd ~NZW TAT THE AN Ry

SHHIA FH05 LHL SIS
SN INGETS B0 ¥ I0H |1}

T
N

ONHLEIAT T
e ]
SATAHEA 0N

I T

LU OIS S L
;x (Rt (U 1072 I AINIFIINTD
v s 0L m@an.\wm 5137
NI TV, GATS TH:
SHI Wi QL d 8139 SH Y

— SISIA2 HETE3H 2rigid

SAYAD W HLIW gFne
KLUNTHATZ 51 WOLLYN SHL
TRONA TIY (I0A S WYL

SHLON 51 SHHL INGIAIAVD
ONfSLEITAGY ATHLONY L5100
LIS S SR FINH LNOY
I NINTUNZS GNY ST

bt ALEIS THLON]
-G T A 20 S0
U MO NFIO B ATHO

FoNyHIXT Y FHL

Spal 117 Al XOOT APHL S HVE awid g

NI SUHAONTT SIRL ABEL

(V3ANHL ABVD A9 Lanqsauooq



Evening Press
3™ March 1987

EVENING PRESS, TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 1987

lood pile
not tested
for AIDS

Britain 'has a massive 126.
ion stockpile of bhloed plasma
which has not been screened
for AIDS — and cannot be
checked now.

The plasma would be impos-
sible” to screen because it is
no longer whole blood and has
been deep frozen.

The huge amount could go a
loig way towards making Brit-
ain  self-sufficient in  blood
products, but health expetts
will have to decide whether |:
the gamble with lives is worth
it. .
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MOTHER T0 BE: but Heather Knight's baby may have Aids

My fight to have
Aids man’s baby

DEVOTED Heather
Knight told vester-
day how she per-
snaded her
boyfriend to risk
giving her Aids so
she could have his
baby.

Boyfriend John
Morgan Insisted on
using condoms when
he found out he was
infected,

But the couple had
been  trying for a
child for more than a
year, and 21-year-old
Heather was deter-
mined to risk catch-
ing the deadly
diseise,

She said: “Wwe ar-
gued about it, I was
s1ill desperate to bear
John's child, but he
was adamant.

“He could not bear
the thought of me
putling my life at
risk and contracting

EXCLUSIVE
by ANDREW YOUNG
the disease -- let
alone the safely of the
baby.

“In the end I man-
aged to convince
John that 1 was will-
ing to die for him,

“He realised it was
all T was living for,
and afier two months
of anguish he agreed
to carvy on.”

Tests

Two months later,
art sfudent Hoalher
became pregnant,

Tests have shown
she does noi have
Aids, but doclors say
there is still a 50-50
chance that the un-
born baby has the dis-
ease,

By the time they
know for sure, it will

be too late to have an
abortion, Johless
Helen, who lives with
formet heroin addict
John in a DBristo]
squad, said: “The deci-
sion to have the haby
was long and hard.

L "It was a living hel}
~— my mind was con-
stantly in  turmoil,
Had I made the right
deciston?

“I was willing to
take the risk, but was
it morally right for
me to risk the child’s
health? If the baby
does have the disease,
I will give it all the
love I can,

"It will be hrought
up in a healthy, lov-
ing atmosphere,

“1 understand peo-
ple’s horror at what 1
anve done, hul my
desire for a child oul-
weighed all risks,”
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Aids: give the facts
without the farce

ROBERT Maxwell’s Lon-
don Daily News carried a
self-congratulatory  letter
this week from a woman who
described herself as a Lon-
don prostitute. Her message
was that prostitutes were al-
ready doing their bit in the
fight against Aids.

They had, she said, long
adopted the rule, now being
advocated generaily, that
“gmart girls always carry
condoms”. There are reports
that some fashionable de-
signers are working on neat
little purses in which young

~ women can carry their sup-

' Ladies’

plies. Others are supposedly
playing with the idea of
panties-with-pockets.

lavatories in the
clubs frequented by the

. young may soon be equipped

with the dispensing ma-
chines which once adorned
the Gents in the roughery sort
of public houses.

There can be little doubt
that the message about the
use of condoms reducing the
chance of infection is getting
across. After two pill-con-
scious decades in which con-

doms were seen as old-fash- -

joned and furtive, that
message was necessary. It is,
however, fast becoming re-
dundant, to the point of be-
ing offensive. Indeed there
must be a suspicion that the
broadcasting authorities are
using the Aids scare as an ex-
cuse to air the sort of jokes
and explicit (which really
means crudely offensive)

~ language which would not

have been tolerated a year
ago. '
Last week, for example,
during one of the endless
television Aids marathons, a
comedian  demonstrated

how best to role a condom.

on to fingers held erect in
playful imitation of a nenis.
Yet there can be precious

few sexually active people
who needed such graphic in-
struction of a basic skill.

A Margaret Thatcher
puppet turned to another of
Cecil Parkinson and sug-
gested that he was just the
sort of chap who ought to
know about safe sex, There

was, overall, a strong Sugges- §
tion of the nudge and the §

snigger about the First Aids
programme and the BBC's
Aids — The Facts. There was
also an unquestioning as-
sumption that the young
were going to sleep around
and that the most you could
ask is that they might limit
the number of casual part-
ners a little and always keep
their condoms at the rcady.

Some time ago, on a po-
litical  discussion  pro-
gramme, a respectable and
apparently happily married
woman offered the gpinion
that we were, all of us, dt risk
now, Her view went unchal-
lenged. And yet, assuming,
that she and her husband are
faithful to each other then
they are at no risk whatso-
ever and neither, one as-
sumes, were many of the au-
dience or the viewers.

The headline grabbing
shock and horror and the de-
liberate bad taste have had
their broad impact. If con-
tinued for much longer it
will merely generate the im-
pression that crude and ca-
sual couplings are socially
acceptable as long as the ap-
propriate precautions are
taken. That cannot be the
aim of Norman Fowler and
his colleagues. The next
stage in the campaign should

be.sober and focused nar-

rowly upon those groups
which are most immediately
at risk. There is nothing to

‘o gained by conducting a
serious campaign as if it |
. were a revue bar farce.

S
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“RISYAND THE BIS

Sir, — Father Leahy (lpttcrs,
January 17th) hias not replied 10
my letier (January 22nd) in which
I asked him to explan exactly
what is' meant by words quoted
by him from Humanae Vitae, 1
regret this, He opened by makin
the statement that “The age ol
teaching of the Church i that
contraception is intrinsically evil
and seriously sinfuf’ and he told
us- that Humanae Vitae “restated
the age old teaching in carefully
chosen words .. ."”

Gerard Casey replied to my
request that a moral theologian
comment on my comments. May
one assume he is a moral theolo-
gian? He writes in an offensive
manner by attributing a serics of
“(oufusions” to me and answer-
ing with his “Clarifications” but I
will ignore that aspeet of his
reply (letters, January 30th).

“The problem with letters such
as his, however, is that many who
read it may react by thinking that
he has the full fund of knowledge,
wisdom and understanding and
has put me and my likes down,
where we rightly gelcmg. After
all, one notes, he has a Ph.D and
so must be right, I suggest that
he, in fact, highlights exactly the

oint 1 was trying to make in my
efter.

Mr Cascy says that I “insinu-
ate” that translation of Church
documents may be slanted “for
sinister reasons”. This exempli-
fies my point that a reader of his
letter would be misinformed about
what I said. I did not use the
word “sinister’” but it is interest-
ing that he chese 1O label me as
a person of sinister intent.

it is true, unless my friend
theologians are deliberate liars,
that there are various ways of
translating Latin and that the
moral implications may thercfore
be varjous. Ali “the ordinary
people” of the couniry get s
what they read in the newspapers
and on the other media. The
media receive their information
from the Hierarchy of each
country.

The cases in ;{?int in my letter
were Humnanae Vitae in its state-
ment about the openness of every
marriage act to lite and a separate
document which referred to
masturbation

serjously sinful and intrinsica
evil.”

did not get from the pulpit, or in
the schools or at special meetings
for parents or for married couples
open straightforward discusstons
which we could understand,
Beavens no!

I seriously doubt that there is
anyone who has masturbated and
has not had worries and anxieties
about it. Mind you I once met a
Ericst ~- not in Ireland and it was

being ”alwaﬁs ’
y

Following their sppearance wc'

0 years ago — who fold me:

“There is no masturbation in my
arish.”

1 have no desire to be flippant
about this matter, Quite the con-
trary. There are parenis oul there
al this moment who arc worried
sick about the fact that their tiny
baby hus discovered something he
can do which gives him a pleasant
feeling and so he does it quite
often. There are older children
who are making the same dis-
covery and being made to feel
dirty “and bad by parents who
read the papers. There are adults
who are either guilt ridden and
gtill members of their Church or
have distanced themselves from

Hors @

14

the Church beause they feel they
cannot comply with its demands
and strictures and are lost causes.
What about the sample of semen
a fertility expert may request
from an apparently infertile man?
Must a practising Catholic refuse
! In olher words tus single
activity i§ causing great distress
to unknown numbers of people
and yet it is rarely mentioned

where one would feel it ought to
be referred to. All we get is the

official statement from God's
earthly spokesman that it is an
intrinsically evil and seriously sin-
ful act. God, the loving, forgiving
father of us all has spoken thus
and we are expected to accept
without question.

We, the ordinary people, are
net privy to the original docu-
ments nor are we privy, as a rule,
to the various exceptions and
exclusions included in these
documents, With cach new

document which appears 10

restate, sometimes in even morc
strict and punitive terms than
previous documents, the intrinsic
sinfulpess of certain behaviours,
there are more anxieties and
further defections. i

Things are ot improving much. |

Many schools still have no pre-
ramme of sex instruction, either
ccause the principals have de-
cided against it or because the
parents do not want it. The
reason most [requently given is
that knowledge in this area is
dangerous.

1 thinks Aids and the Bishops,
if stretched in its meaning, could
still be used as the heading under
which this letter might be pub-
lished. ~— Yours elc.,

MAEVE FITZGERALD,

Chestnut Lane,

Dangan Lower,

Galway,
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IDEAL HOME -
SUPERMATCH GAME

By 10NN ILLMAN
DOCTORS fight-
g the AIDS epi-
deinic  accused

the  Government

of spreading
needless  panie
last night,

They said the -
Al Y anti

8. ecampaign
should be directedgab

the people it almost °

Mways ™ affects -
homosexuals ang
j addiets,

~And they warned that
hysteria® -
deterogpxust men  and
‘women” tould hamper the
a{ﬁg&,m.eontain the deadly
virus,

Needles
-The dostors gave thelr disturh-
DE evitence mto the ali=pa
Zominont. soolol sorvices corhmi
28, The MPg Itaerd that, In one
wonden hospltal alone, the Mic.
llesex, 300 people 8 week are
hloocd s AIDB
omparei with only ten o year
‘1g6, Moit sre neterosexuals who
e probably not a¢ risk.
o D Ohardea - Farthin L oof 8t
iephen's Hospitgl, Wes% Londan,
g]nl’ A3 We POt ut how gerlous

5" b
" ust tace nuf.lrég. e tnugy Yoqe

We mugh — o
void penic and Rystarin —
ittt B s oY o gt oant
. Wdertetdng igh risy practices,

‘Thete indude unprotee:
fend e s!mrtlgf by pl:lrt,:g; fgdlie!:
' contgminated needies.
s g g, e
. Al
1l ignnw.nng', Among Ll med“lrg;i

T Blnong -

AIDS panic

Continued from Page One

rofession, 'All over the coun-
?ry there are thousands of
doctors who do not know how
to recognise AIDS or how to
treat it.'

The Heaith Secretary, Nor-
man Fowler, yesterday issued a
licence for a produlc_t,i?ln prgf

trovir, a drug whic

fg‘;)gs the life of AIDS

ufferers,

?n Australie, a former sales-

man's claim (¢ have found an

AIDS cure was lreated with

scepticism, Peter Walker, 41,

has already made £20- million

from a private blood banlg.

Now he su?'s a drag used on 12 .
AIDS patients has a 100 per

cent. suceess rate, \

A New South Wales politi- |

cian, Peter Collins, described
him as ‘a snake oil salesman
selling hope to the desperate |
and dying.’ He added. ‘Next, no
doubt, we can expect a potion
for immortality,’
In Japan, tough laws are heing
prepared which could mean 8
vear's jail for AIDS carriers
who have sex. Japan has yet to
be hit severely by the virus ...
and the government intends to
keep it that way.

thousands offaous hrizes.

® Get your card with this week's
Radio Tmes or Mail On Suriday —
or from your nowsagent this weekeonmd




Independent
5" March 1987

- MPs told
of stress
on Aids

doctors

By Andrew Marr
Political Correspondant

" DOCTORS TREATING patients witi

Alds are suffering severe psychological
distress and are close to cracking under

the strain, senior specialists told MPs

yesterday.

“[ very much fear for the physical’

health and the rsychological health of
many of my colleagues who have been
pushed too far for too long”, Dr David

Miller, a senior elinical psychologist at

the Middiesex Hospital, told the Com-
mons Social Services Select Commit-
tee.

A recent survey showed cvidence of
psychological, domestic and profes-
sional distress among highly experi-
enced staff, “We cannot flog the don-
key for too long without expecting it 1o
drop,” he said.

- People in the Middlesex were work-
ing 12 hours a day, five days a week
without a break or the prospect of help
in sight, Dr Miller said this was taking a
severe personal toll and damaging mo-
rale,
- Prof Michael Adier, of the academic
department of genito-urinary medicine
at the Middlesex, said ke was most con-
cerned that he could aot ask his staff to
do more than they were doing already.
-The staff were most devoted and, if
they camied on, would severely com-
promise their own health, e added.

The doctors launched a scathing at-
tack on the funds being made available
by the Government to help them treat
Alds, complaining of a growing shore-
age of stalf and facilities.

North West Thames health area had
put in & carefuilfv cogted request for
more than £8m for Adds but had re-
ceived only £2.5m, Dr Tony Pinching,

senior lecturer in clinical immunity at |

St Mary’s Hospital medical school, toid
the MPs. ,

“We are going to have to have more
beds because our current beds are full:

we are going to have to have new out- -

patient facilities because our present
ones are inadequate,” Dr Pinching
said, ‘

Existing staff could not be replaced
and the few people actuaily working in
the area were facing “burnout”. He
said: *It is totally appalling and 3 total
failure to mect the implications of this
problem,” _

Prof Adler said his team had been
“absolutely devastated” by the affoca-
tion of £1.2m te North East Thames by
Norman Fowler, the Seeretary of State
fot Social Services,

One of the six districts, Bloomsbury,

“'fiad .alone -made an application for -

£1.2m. “We have a national cuisis anc
that national crisis requires a national
strategy,” Prof Adler said.

He was very concerned about the
yoarly, arbitrary and inadequate basis
of present funding.

A strategic programme over five or
ten years was required from the Gov-
ernment.

Challenged by Roy Galley, Conser-
vative MP for Halifux, about whether
Alds was really yet an epidemie, Prof
Adler said the medical profession
could in the past have been accused of
“shroud-waving”,

“But we have a golden opportunity
herg ta get preventative medicine right
for once in this country,” he said.

§‘_/\




Irish Times
5" March 1987

4

Drug forj
AIDS 374

bttt
approved

THE BRITISH Health Secretary,
Mr Norman Fowler, last uight
announced approval for the distri-
bution and sale of the drug
Retrovir, or AZT, which tests have
shown may relieve AIDS symptoms
and prolong the lives of some
victims, It is produced by
Wellcome,

But the drug Is not a cure, and
cannot prevent the spread of
AIDS. :

The Terrence Higgins Trust,
Britain’s leading AIDS charity,
welcomed the move as ““the biggest
hope for AIDS victims for a long,
long time.”

Retrovir has heen tested on
3,000 people In America and on
about 300 in Evrope, including 12
British patlents. Those who started
taking it a year ago are still alive, |
nf:ording to reports. — (UPI,
PAY) ‘
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Is Cleared for Sale in U.K.

By RICHARD L. HUDSON

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
LONDON - The British government

cleared Wellcome PLC to start marketing

* Retrovir, the UK. pharmaceutical com-

pany's new medicine for treatment of
acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

The U.K. becomes the first country to
permit sale of the drug. Previously, U.S.
and European regulators had allowed Weil-
come only to give away Retrovir in trials,
The government clearance will allow wider
distribution of the drug in Britain.

The medicine, whose generic name is
azidothymidine, or AZT, is the first drug
found to bhe effeclive in treating certain
AIDS patients, although it doesn't cure
them. It was developed by Wellcome’s U.8S.
unit, Burroughs-Wellcome & Co.

Speeded Reviews

Regulatory review of the drug was
speeded in both Britain and the U.S. last
autumn after U.8. clinical trials found that
Retrovir significantly improved survival
chances for patients with severe AIDS-re-
lated complex and with a type of pneumonia
common among AIDS sufferers. The com-
pany still is awaiting marketing clearance
in the U.8.

The UK. approval, by the Department of
Health and Social Services, follows a
recommendation Friday from a govern-
ment advisory panel, Rumors of the drug
clearance began spreading among London
stockbrokers yesterday afternocn, bul gov-
ernment confirmation was delayed until
nearly 7 p.m.

The announcement comes at the height
of an extensive government publicity cam-
palgn warning Britons about AIDS. The
incidence of AIDS in the U K. remains slight
compared to the U.S., but the British

government has budgeted £20 million ($31.2
millian) to alert the public. It has delivered
explicit leaflets about AIDS to every British |
home and is running television and radio|

ads several times daily, This week maII(Sw
the height of the campaign.
AIDS Incidence

A health department spokesman Sd]d'
there have been 686 cases of AIDS diagnosed |
in Britain, of which 356 so far have been|
fatal. The government estimates that an
additional 3¢,000 Britons may be infected
with the virus and predicts a doubling of
cases every 10 months unless preventive
action is taken.

The U.K. marketing license, as expected,

is limited to preseriptions for patients with

“serious manifestations” of AIDS or AIDS-
related complex, rather than for all suf-
ferers, the department said. In the U.S., the
Food and Drug Administration is consider-
ing placing similar restrictions on Well-
come's marketing application. The limita-
tions stem from the fact that medical
authorities think further testing of Retrovir
is needed - especially to assess'the risks of
the drug's side effects, which have included
anemia.

Because of the dlfhculty of makmg the
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herring spermj}, it will be very expensive
Wellcome last month announced a planm"-,'d‘e
.S, wholesale price of $188 for 100 capsules
of 100-milligram strength. For a patient, the
drug could cost as much as $10,000 a year. A
Weilcome spokesman said the U.K. price
will be a sn‘nple translation into poungds of
the dollar price ¢n the day mar ketmg
begins, probably within a few weeks.

Partly because of the sales limitations,
analysts don’t expect the drug initially to be
a huge money-maker for Wellcome, an
old-line British pharmaceutical company
that was owned by a charitable trust until it
went public last year. Eile Gibson, an
analyst in London for New York-based
Merrill Lynch & Co., forecast world-wide
Retrovir sales in the fiscal year ending Aug.
30 of £20 million, increasing to £100 miilion in
LWO years,

For fiscal 1986, Wellcome posted net
income of £63.9 million on revenue of £1.01
billion.

Sale of Diagnostic Kit Cleared

By ¢ WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporier

CINCINNATI — Meridian Diagnostics
Inc. said it recelved approval from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration to market a
test to detect evidence of cryptosporidiosis
in slool specimens.

Cryptosporidiosis is a complication in
patients with acquired immune deficiency
syndrome that results in life-threatening
loss of fluids, Meridian said.

The company, which makes a number of
diagnostic test kits, said it expects to begin
filling orders March 16. A spokesman said
the kits are priced at aboul $100 each and it
has a backlog of several hundred orders.
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