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Woman spurned by doc slashed wrists

A WOMAN drug addict she webks ag smetlonally acarred, by tha feel. It went bump, Ihe arrangemants Instesd. of the British Medical

with Alds cut har wrisls A lphk«man sald she Mr Hichard Haigh, bump, bump down the ualrs. Mr Tany Whitehead, Association, aald of the

after a doctor retused 1o was told: "We don't wam chalrman of the-lrust'a snd you can Irnaglna what chalrman of the tuataboard  doclors involvad: it ks

sea har, It was claimed shits s hera, You had be -hmins commitles, sald: 't mother felt of directors, said the trust absohitely unethical. The

yestarday, yo ofl and cut your wilnts hava mat o man with Alda The Tiust sad hatIn wis how thinking of patlont who has Alds Is stil a
The Tersnoe Higgine W““l am naol golng to whose house was another case, In London last rnpod.i some o the patlent” :

Yrust, glving delalla of firabomized by hoelile Januaty, o doctor refused to n?nvolwd Tha Terance Higgina Trust ‘

"hnmu slores” of lreatmant gmm' neighboura, | have meta arranye for tha ol pn Gomrnl Madical Cnum:ll lor has commlasionod a study

gwm to some patlants, seld and did just that,'* uld the mo whose aon's Aldn victim lo be taken awey  disciplinary acilon, “We on diacsiminatjon agalnst

woman approachaxi har trusi spokesman, She had was dragged in a plaslicbag  from the home where want a lest case," te aald. Alda victima and has helped
GP for halp in Dundes about Mot dled but remalined down thres flighls of aleps dled, The Trusi had to make Dr John Marlu. chaiman ta setup 12 t.ondon homes

S e
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Disease
victim
gets cas
award

A "‘man who cemlra.
Alda  while working
Zaire. will 7 rec
worker's . compansa!
payments  hecausel.
company condoned
roational sex for empi-
ges  in the Al
country, a judgo in &
walk, Calltamla, -
niled.

Judge Maurlce Ca:
sald Paul  Trejo,
should recelvo ner

use  Marmison
Knudsen Corperan
condoned the practice
prracuring Zlare
women, often by brib
tribal leadera with ke-
eana  of aviaors -
which the eompany wr«
. off as public - relatio-

PINBCE.

Marrison - Knudsen.
Amarican  enpineer-
and  comatruclion &
carn, sald they fel
docislon was wrong -
wauld appeal.

“We aro vary aetry -
ho cnmrldndryj\ld;w-r
working In Zalre. In
way or at any time has
company supplied pre
{Itutes or condened prr
Utulion.”

Carey sald lhe apprn
mataly 30 America
assigned to Morrison
Knudsen  constructie
projects In Zalre from
1960 1o 1934 "wor-
bing In wowen by -
carloads."

Trejo lesliffed he we-
told company
it et el his witer
because of danger fras=
rohals In nelghboustres
A

"He asked what Sheoe
waa lo do and was lowe
'Except for sex, thare --

S [ e
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AIDS: Listen to
‘doctors not admen

ONLY a cave-dwelling recluse could
now be unaware of the dangers of
AIDS, To that extent, the Govern-
ment campaign has succeeded. But

there is growing unease about both its

targetting and its tone.

Doctors are warning of the dangers of
causing unnecessary panic. They are
being swamped with requests for blood
tests because the impression has been
given that everybody who indulges in
casual sex is egually vulnerable.

In the West, this is not true. The risk of
catrying and contracting AIDS is
overwhelmingly, though mnot exclu-
sively, confined to homosexuals, drug-
users and those tragic recipients of
transfusions of tainted blood.

Commendebly anxious not to whip up
an ugly vendetta of fear against
homosexuals, the Social Services Sec-
retary has fallen into the alternative
trap: That of over-alarming all those
members of the heterosexual commu-
nity who are neither chaste nor
MONOEAMOUS. ’

In his anxiety to popularise the Govern-
ment’s message, Mr Norman Fowler
has let loose the admen and the
entertainers, Many will consider --
this newspaper among them — that
the resulting propaganda on TV has
at times degenerated from the clinical
and informative te the slick and
sniggering.

The anti-AIDS campaign is taking on a

glib and counter-productive mo-.

mentum of its own. Mr Fowler must
re-establish responsible control.

1t is the doctors he should heed. Not the
admen.

S
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By ANNETTE BLACKWELL

THE anti-ATDS campaign will be
launched - as  scheduled, former
Health Minister Barry [Diesmond
suid today,

He said the decision on the January
28 date for the Jaunch was taken before
his resignation,

Commenting on  reports that the
campaign was scheduled to sfart this
week and had vow been postponed until
after the general election, he sald he was
unaware of any decision to postpone it

There was no question of it starting
this week, le said,

At the last meeting of the foint Labour/
Fine Gael Cabinet, Taolseach Garret

FitzGerald studied the campaign and, on
Mr. Desmond’s recommendation, it was
given the go-ahead,

Mecetings have already been held with
the chiel executive officers of the Health
Boards and the campaign strategy has
been asteed angd counsellors trained, The
only problem outstanding is the question
of advertising. :

Media space had been booked but
fears had been expressed as to whether
or not the effectiveness of the advertising
would be hit by the Ceneral Election.

“It would be useless running adver-
tising if # was swamped by something
else”. The decision about the advertising

would have to be taken by new IHealth
Minister, John Boland, he said.

BARRY DESMOND
Campaign go-ahead,
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‘fugitive’
"gives up

Panic _aS prostitute freed

By BRENDAN MALIN

EIGHT DAYS after she became a f;:gi_.five, a Boston woman
turned herself into the city hospital fp"r"‘lreatment and tests as

a possible AlDS carrier.

. ime, 29-year- The mayor's actio
od Tabica Murray.' o brestl atter- a b visit ta_the
ey bocame e sapingpoln woman, duri i e o
. or . .
géy;::&v C%T;rfrign ;’.fa Maéty receive special medical help if
health authorlties to educate- she wanted it %"Dmsi"l‘tg
patrons of Beston's vice ares, appreciation for E;d Vsh'
known as the Combat Zone, Patricla Murray sa S
ahout engaging in “safe gex” wanted to owercome her 3 ey
5 a weepon against the fatal a<lay heroin ‘.‘“,,'“"tfn' @
disease, want to beal this" she salg.!
. “I don't want to go back to

The prafect is Deing SUp- - ihe streets.” !
ey e O S e strserwarker tehieved

ction commillea.. which has he  stré€l-walker -achleve
?nrmad e -Gt to expand notorlety  when  she ~was
sducational efforts on AIDS in  granted ball and released op a
s ookstorss und | pecp Soleting eharge sfor veling
fechowvain.the-Combat- Zone., "AIDS. A ‘mild panie Eripped
i city health authorities when

she failed to appear in' éonart

and disappeared For a week,

But police authorltles- pointed

cut that “under ‘current law,

they had ne optlon but to per.

inlt release on bail, and Mayor

Flynn announced a new proce-

dure for city police in such:

cases, !

Under it, police will  be.

authorised 1o detain Lrostic

tutes apd intravenous drug

USBLS w0 say they have

AIDS If there appears to be a
i risk that-they wiil sprezd the
; distase, A recont Boston sur.

vey showed that about 20 per
ccent of a sample of intrave-
‘nous drug users in the city
- had AIDS antibodies, meaning
| that they could spread the dis.
‘ease or may already have

done so,

When the mayor and  the

Health and Hospitals Commis.
sioners Lewis Pollack  visited

Miss Murray, she was under-

going treatment for bleeding

ulcers en her ankles, but the |

woeman insists she iz an AIDS ;

vietim  and  that she .wag |

tlready tested for the disease |

at anather hospital. She tolg ;

health authorities that her !

belief 15 based on the fact |

that she had heen sharing ; .
needles with heroin nddictsl -
who have the disease, 1

“Obviously she ig ghing |
through a very traumatic time :
in her life," commented Mayor
Elynn. '




Evening Press
6" March 1987

Tests were ordered in hospi-
tals all over Britain today
after dried blood samples
imported from a German com-
pany, Beohringer Mannheim,
were found contaminated in a
London hospital.

The company was reported
ta have estimated tat 800 simi-
lar hotiles ‘were sitting on the
shelves of about 200 other
hospitals in Britain and North-
ern Ireland, . ’

They were bought before
new saftey regulations came
into  force on Januwary 1.
These insist that all blood
samples should be labelled to

show the doror has heen
cleared of having AIDS.

In Belfast at the Royal Vic-
toria and Mater Hospitals,
lests were ordered on their
hottles. But a spolesman for
the Eastern Health Roard in
Beliast said: “They were to be
used only for laboratory tests
and not for patients and there
was no danget to patients.”

A Department of Health
spokesman in  London con-
firmed the dried blood was
only f{o be used for ”qgality
conirol” to test the efficiency

“of machinery and proceses. He

insisted that there was noi
danger to patients, |

A
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As AIDS and th: fear of it
increasingly infect America, a
new mnmovement toward safer
sexual practices is starting to
gather monientum among
heterosexuals. it promises to
work a.majer change in male-
female . relationships and bed-
room behaviour if, as some
health officials warn, the fatal
disease: reaches emdem:c pro-
portions in the general popula-
tion and nd cure is found.

The - disease, transmitted
through. intimate sexual con-
tact or ihrough exchanges of

- bloed, has mainly affected
male hormosexuals and intrave-
nous drug users. Whether it
will become epidemic beyvond
those groups is not yet clear.
What is clear is that many

heterosexuals,; . especially
women, are no longer just
asking concerned questions

about their chances of con-
tracting AIDS.

More-and more, according to
interviews with hoth liealth
experts. and .ordinary - citizens
around the country, heterosex-
uals are starting to limit their
sexual .partners, choose them
more carefully and ask ahout
their sexual histovies, Caution
is in. The one-night stand is
on the way out., While singles
bars have not disappeared,
bﬂwling is replacing bar-hop-

ping in somie wyoung circles,
Monogamy, - abstinence and
even celbacy are being

embraced anew.

Monogamy is
“definitely"back, said  a 27-
year-old film c¢ritic in San
Francisco. FEven in a monoga-
mous relationship, “I  would
practice safe sex with her at
least five to six years,” he
said. “As the woman says in
the condom ad, 'I'd do a lot
for love, but I wouldn't die
for it

Similar attitudes .flounshed
to some degree in the scare

over genital herpes in the
early 1980s. <Concern over
herpes seemed to fade, how-
ever, And . now, because

Acquired JImmune Deficiency
Syndrome is invariably fatal,
sexual practices appear once
again to be on the verge of a
counter-revolution after the
widespread lifting of restraint
of the 1960s and 1970s,

There is a thoroughly new
aspect of the picture as well;
since last summer, a growulg
campaign to promote “safer
sex” has taken hold, Aimed at
persuading people to adopt
habits that will blogk out the
AIDS virus, the campaign has
focussed on the ancient con-
dom as not only the best pro-
tection against AIDS, barring

abstmence but also as the
“safer sex” movement's sym-
bol.

The American College
Health Association, a leader in
the safer-sex movement, has
distributed to campuses
around the. country a slick
brochure that deals in the
most forthright terms .with the
relative  risks  of  kissing,
mutual masturbation, oral sex,
vaginal intercourse, anal intér-
course and oral-fmal contact.
Colleges themselves, including
Columbia Univemty and Dart-
mouth College, are also dis-
fributing such materials.

“When you put that down
on paper, it is pretly star
tling,” says Dr. Beverlie
Conant Sicane, the Director of
Heaith Eduecation at Dart
mouth. Heatth officials there

gave away “safe sex kits” at
registration Jast month as a!

way to catch students' atten-
tion. The plastic bags..icon-
tained explicit brochures, plus
a container of

ubricant, al

condom and a “rubber dam”,
a square of latex designed to
cover the vulva or the anus
during oral sex.

The explicitness d¢id indeed
open the eyes of heterosexual
students and prompted them
to talk about AIDS for the
first time, says Dr. Conant
Sloane. But the explicitness is
also causing some conflict,
with crities accusing the safer-
sex promoters of encouraging
promiscuity, fostering perver-
sion and trying to use fear of

“AIDS to encourage birth con-

trol,
The editor of the Dartmouth
Raview, a conservative publica-

tion independent of the col- -

lege, for example, accused

rendering to  “a stid
immorality” aud

Conant Sloane respnnd. 3
sene, We don't care whatrpeo»
ple do. We're saying that  if
you practice this, be aware .of

the dangers, if you choose to.

be sexually active, keep this
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Wellcome

to restrict
anti-AIDS
drug sales

By Terry Dodsworth,

THE Wellecome Feundation,
which has just wen anproval
to mavket the world's first
anti-AIDS drug, said yvester-
dav it would restrict distrihu-
tion of the prodaet ta doctors
exnerieneed in dealing with
AINS paticnds,

The enmmany hegan negobi-
atiops wilth  {he  Nattonel
Heoalih Sepvice yestorduy on
ity distrinntian methads. Tt
sajt the WIS wanld he vre-
cerifhing (he dpng, hut ssles
wanld hea Thaifed tg aneeinlists
in the ATDR ficld heepuse of
the itaemeets and ils limited
aveilabilify,

The attLATDS drag, known
pe Refraviv, is not a eure fot
{he giengge, whirl rempains
inenrahle, Towever, i1 bos
hron shawn fa slow down the
effonts of the {1Tnagg in rertain
kinds of ATRS,  affecfing
ahont 60 nnr cent of patients,

Following the Guavern-
ment's decision o allow Re-
{rovir to go on sale, the first
lirence to he granied anve
whore jn fhe world for on
AINS  trestment, chares in
Wellepme tose by Thn nn the
Stack Exrbange vesterday, 1o
close at 493n,

Anplyvstg said (hee exneeted
a dericion to = ahesd with
Mapiliutian of Retravir jp the
TR {n the near fufnre, “We
helleve 1hat tha drue il
have widesenla apnravel
aronund the warld by June”
said Mr Toy White of Green-
well  Montague., the stocke
hrokers,

Welleome., which nlang 1o
gell Betravie at £1.20 a came
aule, makine it one oft he
mas{ exnensive treafmerls in
the warld, savs {hat nrodue.
tiar is hnildine nn at its plangt
at Dartford, Kent and Green-
ville, North Carolina, in the
TS,

Yater this vear. if ex-
pects tn have enough of the
drug to treat the presant
number of registered patients.

N
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Trust accuses doctors

on AIDS patients

A WOMAN drg addict with
AIDS cut “her wrists after her
doctor refused 1o see her, it was
claimed yesterday.

The Terence Higgins Trust.
giving details of treatment given
1o some patients. said the woman
approached her doctor for help in
Dundee about six weeks ago.

A spokesman said she was told:
‘We don’l want you shits in here:
You had better go off and cul
your wrists because- I am not
going to help.” .

The patient “went - away and
did just that™ said the trust
spokesman. She had not died but
remained emotionally scarred.

Mr Richard Haigh, chairman of
the trust’s stecring commitlce
said: "] have met a man_ with
AIDS whose house was
lirebombed by hostile neighbours.
[ have met a mother whose son's
body was draggsd in a plastic bag
down three flights of steps by the
feet. Tt went bump, bump down
the stairs, and you can imagine
what the mother felr.”

The trust said that in another
case, in London last January, a
doctor refused te arrange for the
body of an AIDS victim to be
taken away from the home where
he died. The trust had to make
the arrangements instead.

Mr Tony Whitehead, chairman
of the trust’s board of directors,
said the trust was now thinking of

reporting some of the doctors
involved to -the General Medicat
Council for -disciplinary - action,

The Terence Higgins Trust has
commissioned a study on dis-
crimination against AIDS victims
and has helped to set up 12
London homes for paticnts 10 go
for ‘short periods, giving ‘a break
to those caring for them.

The BMA vesterday published
a new AIDS booklet with graphic
illustrations showing people how
10 avoid infection.

AIDS experis and drugs com-
pany Wellcome have started
negotiating the distributian
through the National Health Ser-
vice. of the new anti-AIDS treat-
ment, Retrovir, amid councern
about its cost and su%ply.

Retrovir — awarded a product
licerce by the Government on
Wednesday could cost  the
NHS more than £1 million next
ear if given to all the sufferers
likely to benefit from it.

‘I'me drug, which costs £1.25 a
pill to produce, is NOT a cure or
vaccine but it is regarded as the
most effective treatment currently
on the iarket to control severe
effects of the disease.

An average patient will require

one gramme -— or ten pills —

Retrovic must be

each day as
remain

taken continucusly to
effective. {(PA).

@ The British Government s |
giving “high riority”’ to prevent-
ing the spread of AIDS in prisons
though it was not aware of any
jnstance - of AIDS being trans-
mitted in jail, the Home Office
Minister of State, Mr David Mel-
lor, said in a House of Commons
written answer yesterday. —

- (PA),

@ Hospitals around Britain are
ordering urgent safety checks for
AIDS after doctors at St Thomas’
Hospital, London, discovered
infected Dbatches: of five dried
blood preducts imported from a
German coempany, Boehringer
Mannheim. A company Ssource
estimated that 800 similar bottles
were -sitting on the shelves of
about 200 other British hospitals.
They were purchased before new
regulations insisted that from
Jaruary st ali blood samples be
labelled to show the donor has
been cleared of having AIDS, —
(PA).

@® West Germany plans to_increase |
spending on its anti-AIDS cam- :
paign from DM20 million (7.5

million) to DMI135 million (£50.6

million) as well as the creation of

about 60 AIDS help centres. The

measures are cxpected to be in-

cluded in a statement by the

Chaneellor, Mr Helmut Kohl, to

the new Patrliament in Bonn on

March 17th. — (AFP).
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uch jphenomena as a transition from a
onntetallic to a metallic state.

The Meissner effect provides an 1ndepen—

dCIlt and more strmgcnt test of SllpCl‘COﬂ-u

ductivity because it is harder to mimic when
the measurement is done corrcct]y When a

metal in a constant (dc) magnetic field is® -
cooled to below its superconducting transi-- -

tion temperature, it expels all magnetic flux

lines from its interior, This effect shows up-

as a large negative magnetic susceptibility
below the transition temperature, In addi-
tion to the published ac susceptibility mea-
surements, de measurements on samples tak-
en to the Los Alamos National Laboratory
indeed cxhlbLted thc cxpcctcd largc negatwc
susceptibility.: - :

Useful supcrconductors in largﬁ-scalc ap—

plications must retain their propertics not

only at high temperatures but also in the

presence of high magnetic fields and while-

carrying large electrical currents, The first
measurements of the makimum or critical
field at which the new Y-Ba-Cu-O com-
pound remains superconducting suggest a
critical field at 0 K as high as 180 tesla. In
comparison, the critical field of lanthanum-
copper-oxygen material containing either
strontium or barium is estimated to be at
least 60 tesla at 0 K. The presence of a high
transition temperature and critical field does
not necessarily imply a high critical current,
however. The previous holder of the record
for critical field, the compound PbMogSs,
has had disappointingly low crmcal cur-
rents. :

It is too soon for thcorlsts to havc dcvcl
oped models for the new superconductor.
The standard Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer
theory of superconductivity contains ewo
aspects, The first is that the superconducting
state consists of electrons bound together in
pairs known as Cooper pairs. The second is
that the binding occurs by means of an
interaction between electrons and lattice vi-
brations ‘that generates an attractive force
berween the electrons involved. The transi-
tion temperature is the temperature at which
thermal energy is sufficient to break up the
Cooper pairs.

Stronger attractive forces between elec-
trons than the electron-lattice vibration in-

. teraction can generate may be necessary to

explain transition temperatures as high as 94
K. Several proposals for ways to produce
such forces, including the magnetic interac-
tion described by Anderson in this issuc of
Smms exist in the literature, w- '

‘ ARTHUR L. Ronmson

ADDITIONAL READING

M, K Wu et al., “Suy Bcrconducuvaty at 93 Kin a new
mixed- phasc Y-BaCu-O com pound system at amibient
pressute,” Phys, Rep. Lett. 58, 908 (1987).-
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Chmcal Trlals Planned
for New AIDS Drug

U S resmrc/om fe.ek FDA approml to stant testin peptzde T

in AIDS patients while the Swedzsh govemmfmt

mndomzzed controll.ed tmal

new anti- AIDS drug, wh:c:h may
prevent the ATDS virus from enter- -

ing cells, is about to be tested in
Sweden in a randormized, controlled, clinical
trial. At the same time, rescarchers at the
National Institute of Mental Health have
epplied to the Food and Drug Administra-
tion for permission to begin a l-month
phase one trial, which tests toxicity only. If
that trial is successful, the group wants to
follow it immediately with a randomized
controlled trial in the United States.

candace Pert

The chchsh mvcsngators, lcd by Lcnnart
Wetterberg of the Karolinska Institute, gave
the drug, known as peptide T, to a group of
four near-terminal AIDS patients last Octo-
ber. This was not meant to be a scientific
study—-the drug was given on a compas-
sionate basis, Wetterberg explains. But the
four men showed no ill effects during the
month they received peptide T and, in fact,
their symptoms abated. Their conditions
have declined since the peptide was with-
drawn, and the Swedish government has
given Wetterberg and his colleagues permis-
sion to give these men the drug again for a
period of 6 months. At the same time, the
group will start testing pcpndf: T agamst
placebo in 36 ATIDS patients.- e

Peptide T is the only potcnnal a.rm—AIDS
drug that is thought to work by preventing
the virus from entering cells. Candace Pert

of the NIMH, i whose lab it was discov:

ered, explains that “it came out of left field
and it sounded to some people too good to

be true.” But, she continues, other investiga- .

tors are becoming convinced. “Skepticism is
changing to excitement,” she remarks.::

Samuel Broder of the National Cancer
Institute, says “the importanc thing is that
there are data that suggest peptide T can
interfere with binding [of the AIDS virus].
It is an interesting hypothesis and it can be
tested at the clinical level. The clinical trial
methodology will determine if it is useful.”

Dean Mann of the cancer institute, who
says that his preliminary daca do not indicate
that the peptide blocks the AIDS virus from
attaching to cells, says he nonetheless has a
“gut feeling” that peptide T prevents the
AIDS virus from growing in cells. Pert’s
data indicate that when cells are treated with
peptide T, the AIDS virus no longer repli-
cates in them, although she did not measure
viral binding directly. .

The discovery of peptide T says Pcrt

“came out of my lab’s 15 years of studymg

peptides and peptide receptors and mapping
teceptor patterns in brains.” Since AIDS
patients often have neurological problems,
including dementia, memory loss, and de-
pression, Pert and her colleagues decided to
look for evidence that the AIDS virus infects
brain cells. When the AIDS virus infects
lymphacytes, it enters the cells through the
T4 receptor. So Pert and her associates de-
cided to look for T4 receptors in the brain.
* They and others found the T4 receptor in
the brain, but what was most intriguing was
the pattern of the distribution of the recep-
tor. It looked to Pert, Joanna Hill and the
others in the group exactly like the pattern
of neuropeptide receptors, such as the opiate
receptors which Pert and her colleagues had
studied extensively. “As soon as we saw the
pattern, we knew it was a neuropeptide
receptor,” Pert says. There was a great deal
of binding in the amygdala, for example, the
walnut-sized portion of brain that is- just
below the ears and that is “hard-wired with
deep—scated emotional patterns—sex and vi-
olence,” Pert explains, All ncuropepudes
bind in the amygdala she says..¢msuim o
* Pert and her associates then decided to try
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to make a peptide that binds to the AIDS
virus receptor. Since the binding data indi-
cated that a naturally occurring neuropep-
tide binds to the receptor, they began by
looking for such a peptide. To do this, they
searched a computer data bank, looking for
sequences shared by the AIDS virus and
other known substances. The computer
found an octapeptide from the viral coat
which matched up with a segment of the
coat of Epstein-Barr virus. They called this
AIDS peptide peptide T because it contains

four threonines. Then Edward Ginns of ©
NIMH “thumnbed through books” and

found that the peptide also is part of vasoac-
tive intestinal peptide, or VIP, a 28 amino
acid peptide that acts on the gut and thc
central nervous system. - -,

They then looked at the scqucnccs of all
known AIDS virus isolates and discovered
that a pentapeptide within the original octa-
peptide remains constant. “It is a mini-con-
stant region within a hypervariable region,”
says Pert. Morcover, they learned that this
pentapeptide prevents the replication of the
AIDS virus in lymphocytes, presumably by
preventing the virus from entering cells. It
also binds to brain—including monkey brain
- and huran brain obtained after autopsy—in
the same pattern as the antibodies aga]nst the
-AIDS virus receptor.

--When the rescarchers gavc pcptldc T to
rats and monkeys, they found that it seemed
nontoxic and that it entered the animals’
brains. In fact, says Peter Bridge, they “nev-
er found an LDsp”, which is the dose that
kills 50% of the animals receiving the drug.
Standard toxicological studies of drugs al-
ways include an LDsp as an mdlcator of a
drug’s lethal dose. . -

In Sweden, says Wetterberg, the AIDS
patients who received peptide T had no ill
effects. The only adverse effect occurred
when a nurse doubled the rate at which a
patient was being infused with the drug.
The patient’s blood pressure dropped from
120 to 90. The patient, however, “did not
feel anything. He had no sub]ect:ve side
effects,” Wetterberg says.”

--Althiough the Swedish study was not
meant to be a scientific test of the drug,
Wetterberg says he was encouraged by the
way the patients improved when they took

—it. Their lymphocytes increased in numbe:
and the virus’ effects on their brains, as
measuted by nuclear magnetic resonance,
declined. One patient had a severe case of
psoriasis as a result of his AIDS infection
and his lesions cleared up cnt:rely after four
weeks of treatment. The psoriasis has now
rerurned, Wetterberg says. The patients
have been off thc clrug since &1e cnd of
Octobcr oy

- If indeed pcptlde Tis rclatxve[y nontoxu:,
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“its apparent safery seems paradoxical since it

is derived from VIP, which has definite

‘physiological effects.  VIP in large dosecs

causes an increase in blood pressure and also
causes diarrhea, for example, Bur Michael
Ruff and_ his colleagues from the NIMH
speculdte that these known effects of VIP
may be caused by a different part of
the molecule than peptide T. -

_ ‘When VIP was first sequenced, says Ruff,
investigators noticed that it has a natural
cleavage site about 13 or 14 amino acids

‘from its carboxyl terminus. They suggested

that perhaps VIP normally is split up and
that the two sections of it have different
actions. This hypothesis was not pursued,
however, until the NIMH investigators
came upon peptide T. Ruff, Ginns, and

their colleagues are looking to see if a 12-

amino acid fragment of VI exists in nature
and, if so, what it does. Although VIP
apparently binds to the brain, no one has
any idea what it does there, ,
Wetterberg speculates that the normal
function of VIP i the brain may be a clue to
the AIDS-associated dementia and other
neurological problems. The AIDS virus, he
says may bind to VIP rcccptors in the bram

Dev (& THERAPY.

and prcvcnt VIP from acting as a neuropep-
tide. Peptide T may overcome this effcct of
the AIDS virus.
. Although the Swedcs arc tcstmg pcpt:dc
T alone against placebo, they and the

NIMH _group think that if the drug is .

successful it may eventually be given along
with an anti-viral agent, such as azidodeox-

‘ythymidine, or AZT. Peptide T does not kill

the AIDS virus and patients may retain
active viruses which may enter cells as soon
as peptide T is withdrawn. PR

Of course, peptide T promxsmg as it
looks, has not yet been scientifically tested in
humans and it could still turn out to be a
disappointment. Although the theory that
led to the drug is attractive, the real test will
be the clinical trials. m Gma Korara

ADDITIONAL READING

C. Pert #t al., “Qcrapeptides deduced from the neuro-
peptide rece nitor -like ‘pattern of antigen T4 in brain
potentially inhibit human immunodeficiency virus recep-
tor binding and T-cell infectivity,” Proc. Natl. Acad. Sd.
U7.8.A. 83, 9254 (1986).

L. Wctterberg e al., “Peptide T in treatment of
AIDS,” Lancet 1987-X, 159 (1987).

M. Ruff 2 o, “CD4 receptor binding pcpudes l:hat
block HIV mfcctw:ty cause luman monocyte chemotax-
is: Relationship to vasoactive jntestinal polypcpudc,
FEBS Letr, 211,17 {1987)

Mamc—Depressmn Gene
Tled to Chromosome 1 1

A dommfmr gene causes thzs psyclammc disorder m 60 10

0% f tlaose who mhmt it

group of rcsearchcrs from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology,

the University of Miami School of

" Medicine, and Vale University School of

Medicine has found a genetic marker for
manic-depression—a piece of DNA so near
the manic-depression gene that it is inherit-
ed along with the discase-causing gene. This
is the first gcncnc marker for a mental illness
and the investigators stress that it is expected

to lead to a new understanding of the bio-
“chemistry of manic-depression.and also to
new treatments. “We sce this as a landmark -

srudy,” says David Pauls, one of the smdy

-investigators.

At the same time, two othcr groups re-
port that they have failed to find the matker

. in other populations of patients with manic- -
“depression, indicating that there is more -

than one gene that predisposes to this men-
tal illness. The three groups report their
results in the 26 February issue of Nature.
The new study indicates that at least some
cases of manic-depression are caused by a
dominant gene on the tip of the short arm of
chromosome 11. Although the researchers
do not yet know what the manic-depression
gene is, they are intrigued by the fact that at
least one gene in this region of chromosome
11—the tyrosine hydroxylase gene—is in-
volved in the synthesis of the neurotransmit-
ter dopamine. Dopamine is thought to be

involved in the genesis of manic-depression.
- -Yet, at least in the case of manic-depres-

sion, the gene is not necessarily destiny.
Only 60 to 70% of those who inherit the
gene get the disease, and investigators spec-
ulate that some as yet unknown énviron-
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Aids message from
the Government is
‘not tough enough’

By Thomson Prentice, Science Correspondent

JheGovernment’s-ipub:
ety ciimipaign on Aids 1smot
explicit” enough but it has
wsucceeded in reaching almost
wANe entire population. accord-
stoa-Gallup opinionapoll.

Most people who read the
leaflet sent to every hiouschold
found it informative and casy.
10 understand. But. like the
elevision advertisements on
Atds. they felt the message was
not blunt enough.

The resulis of the poll were
broadeast on  the BBC2
Newsuight programme  last
mght.

They included smajority
views in favour of frec contra-
ceptives and of laws to resirict
prostitutes, but only 46 per
cent support for frec necdles to
drug addicts.

Nine out of 10 people wanl
blood tests for Aids infection
to be made avatlable o ¢cvery-
hody on demand. and want
the Government 1o introduce
screening for the virus.

Two out of three said that
they would fike an Aids blood
test it was free and confiden-
tial.  Sixty-two  per  cent
thought blood tesis should be
compuisory for cveryone.

Three out of four would
suppori a law restraining Aids
carners from having sexual
intercourse with other people
without tefling them, the sur-
vey found.,

Young, single men and
women aged between 16 and
24 see themselves most at risk
from Aids. but people over 635

are more likely to be mis-
informed about how Aids is
caught, according to the
survey.

Seven out of 10 people who
received the government ieaf-
let read it completely. “Virtu-
ally no one complained that it
wils 100 explicit or offensive,
in fact people compldmcd i
was not explicit enough™. Mr
Gordon  Heald, managing
director of Gallup said.

Reactions to the two tele-
vision advertiscments. which
featured images of a tomb-
stone or an iceberg, were less
favourable, Fifty one per cent
thought Ihe tombstonc mess-
age was “poor” and only 47
per cent considered the 1ce-
berg film good™.

The survey included inter-

views will 1,115 people aged
16 and over at 120 sampling
poINnts.
@ Some doctors may be re-
ported to the General Medical
Council because of alleged
discrimination against Aids
victims., officials of a charity
said vesterday.

A woman drug addict with
the disease cut her wrists after
her doctor refused to see her,
and another doctor refused Lo
arrange for the removal of the
bedy of an Aids patient from
the home where he died, the
Terrence Higgins Trust said.

The woman, from Dundee.
claimed that her GP told her:
“You had better go off and cut
your wrists because 1 am not
going to help™, according to a
trust spokcsman

“The patieni went away and
did just that”. he said, The.
woman had not died bui;
remained “‘emotionallyl
scarred”, he said. !

Mr Tony Whitchead, chair-’
man of the trust’s board of
directors. said it was consid-
ering reporting sonie doctors
1o the GMC for disciplinary
action.

“We want a fest case’.
® The new anli-Aids  drug
Retrovir (AZT) could cost the :
National Health Service maore
than £1 miilion next year if |

given to all sufierers likely 1o |

benefit (rom it.

The drug's manufacturers,
Wellcome, have been given
government  permission (o

market the drug, which is not |
a curc but is regarded as the |
mast eflective trcatment at’

present avaiiabie to control
severe effects of the disease.

It is likely to be used only by
hospital specialists and will
probably not be available on
prescription  from  general
practitioners, because of the
need to monitor its effective-
ness and 1ts side-effects,
® A cure for Aids may be
available by the 1990s. accord-
ing 1o a survey of American
scientists. But almost a third
of those involved in Aids
research predicted that there
would be more than a million
victims in the United States
by the year 2000,

The survey, conducted by
Louis Harris and Associates,
was taken among 227 bio-
medical reseachers,
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. by CRRIS MIHILL
Modical Correspondent
AIDS victims are having to
fght " fear and prejudice
tmaong- the medical profes-
tlon, 3t was claxmed yester-
cay, :
Jn one case, a suﬁ‘erer tried to
- 1§l hexself aftor she was told by
1:-doetor; “You may as well go

e 1 iygy and L0t your wrists I
can*t help you.*
The woman, from Dundee, sur-
wjved but jater !he coum:l] refused to
. wash awg d where. sha .
rollapsed, .

‘The Ingj fent was one of o catalogue
+f cases rweal.ed yesterday by the Alds

Tragic case shows up
profession’s ‘hysteria’

helpline charity, the Terrence Higgins
Trust,

The disturbing cascbook was ve-
leasod on"ﬂxﬁ:&siﬁﬂ'a"uﬁu British
Medical Association unvelled a ook
for health stafl, teachers and the public
on how {u care far sufferers,

Later, BMA spokesman Dr John
Dawson admitied that meny dectors
were ignorant about Alds,

Bul he condemned medical staff who
shunned victms.

“We have made it quile cloar thut not

to treat a patient {s unethical and we
would condemn such behaviour out of
hamel,” he said.

‘The Trust, which plans to lake astion
against the doetor in the suiclde bid
case, also rovoaled:
® A decter In west London refused to
enter the room where o desd Aldg
patient had lain for lwo deys,
® A distriet purse refused to eheek the
pulse of 4 sulferor until his wrist was
wrapped in newspaper.,
® Ome central London hospilal kept an

octor drove Aids
to suicide bid

Incontinent Akds patient in a side romn
with two weeks of sofled sheets piled in
o corner beeanse staif would nol (ouch
them,

‘The sick man had to erawl across the
flvor (o get food left outside the door,

“That was two years ago and things
have improved at that hospital,” said
spokesman Mr Richard Halgh at yest.
erday's press confercnce to highlight
the Trust's work,

"But we know similar incldents are
still heppsning every day up und down
tho country.”

A Londun housing association has
made 12 fats available to Aids victims,
(he Trust revenled. But the address bs
Twing kept a secret for fear of atineks,

Meanwhile, the BMA bool, entitled
Ajds and Yo/ 1s at risk
frain Aids and adviscs how to care Jor
viething,
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Aids message

As the televislon Alds blitz ends, SANDY

FAWKES talks to the man whose volce

is behind the government's advertising
campalgn — actor John Hurt,

HIEN actor Jehn Hurt was asked

{o do ihe voice-uver lor the

government's  Alds  advertise-

meonts, he was delighted. After
al], these are a lierative supplement 10 any
actor's income,

He tveated 1t as just apother job and his distine
tive, measured, yel classless lones gurry :h(.
sombre wmessage: Y Aids -~ Don't Die of [marance™.

Tatkay, itmosl soven weeks afler The campaign
began, it is the reaction of others 1o his part in the
campaign that has surpliau:l Tim, i has been

‘When voicing the
hurts

gulte diseconcerting” admits Hurl, “Seme p(,opls-
have quericd my motives - —
Almost umhnnlmg that | may
be an intrinsic part of the cam:
paign, perhaps a personal
interest bucause of some of my
pust rules, like Quentin Crisp
in The Naked Chvil Survam
and than Culipala,

*1 had no doubis, {though 1
realised (his commercial was
obviously more serious than
selling a product.

“Huving been  asked  since
about the Implication, | realise
that, had 1 stopyed 10 think, 1
would have wantol (o be more
Involved, 1o have been in ol the
beginning with the geripl odi-
tor and director.

RISKS

"It wasn'l easy lo do. Some-
times a small, conclse seripl is
more difficult than o lengthy
ohig, ‘Ihe advortisements are all
saying Lthis is a deadiy virus, a
vile Riller, but we wmlul ta
avoid  inflicting
overtones,

There is 10 nst just peint
ing a fnger @l promisenity.
‘Tt has alwiys been around

: ! ¥ : .
and bas always involval visk BIETINGTIVE: Hurt's volce lands gravlty o the fd

- but not 1o the peint of death,
as il is now,

“Wo musl prosent the fcls
ta people, f which will com-
pletely change atinndes to ehs-
val sex. People will have o nsk
themselves and palential part
ners  very  serlous  guestiohs
from now on,

“It s o difenll message to
convey and | cannol be swe
hew 1 would have rescled lo 11
in Iny ewn past,

"1 do eonsider oo stern i
moral slanee, putting o i\

~up as an arblter of other per

song morrls, both presumg-
Vious aid dangerous”

As Hurl talks be pesches for
his wmpteonth cigaretie - an
indication thal nol all headth
warnings work, “Ah” he says,
after 2 slightly-defensive
pausg, “smoking is different.
You're unly harming yoursalf,

“Belng happily and faithiully
narried | am not vulnerable Lo
Aids. but if [ were | woulid
coertainty have Lo learn to wse
eondem, 1 remoember trying it
mwew iy vouth and 'm

alraid we both eollapsed in g
heap of g But then 1
grew vp i e of weoinen
Laking the PMlL

Refore taking en the ad, Thet
didn't disenss the implicalions
with his wiit, Donna.

“Itnever ceetrred Lo me, bul
then she 15 not the sort of
masen 1 consider it peeuliar,

“1t Js the first time 7 hive
ovi tapned 1o think aliout the
content of an ad, Usually T just
tlee them Yor the m(nm_u"

Some  aelars wolld  have

THE WARNING: stern stuff
from the government

hhlL‘Ll away from suaeh g cam

8¢ far, no such
ignominy boiallen  dohn
Hurt,

“And [ our't imagine why it
should, 1w s coold
me nel fo Louch i

il Servant, hat T never ve
thinpg i
i thaught fL was 4
bloudy go o pivce of work,

"] think doing the Alds ad-
verl was impartant oo, I don't
know anyone personally who
has Adds but | understand that
1t is & bidious way to die.

DYING

we are all a bil like
a3 with Lhe alomn
fentists all begped
him nol to use 1 but he went
ahewd. The story goes il
when he wits shewn the photo-
graphs bis sponse wass (it
only 1 hidt knewn'
"L think

until the ety

shows  Lhat,
lity is presented

mination s never

e udoeguate. 1 osuppose the
Togical concinsion would bo o
show  saneane dying of the
.t shioatli] one be s

derthing - with a
that coudd affeet
and [

a project

® Today e weeklong tele-
vigion camphipn ends  with
Adtle Help ar Wsopm on [TV
and Alds teael at 1L15pm on
Channel 2
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HIV infection and AIDS in newborn
babies of mothers positive for HIV
antibody

Two thirds of the reported cases of the acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS} in children have no risk factor except a mother belonging
it 2 grouy with an increased prevalence of infection with human immuneo-
deficiency virus (HIVY.' There is evidence of transplacental passage of the
virus duricg early and late gestation,” ' but the incldence of fetal and neonatal
infection in newhorn babies of seropositive mothers has not yet been
a.termunzd. We present the clinical and serological cutcome of 24 babies
aged 6 1ponths born to mothers who were drug addicts and positive for HIV
antibodies.

Patients, methods, and results

In 1985, 31 pregnant intravenous drug abusers at the Center for Pregnant Drug
Addicts of Milano, Jualy, were idenufied as betng pusitve.for HIV anubodies by
enzyme linked immunosorbent assay and Western blot anaitvsis at the firsg
vbstetrical visit and confirmed again before delivery, All patienis were tollowed
up and Jelivered at this department.

All the women were chinically weil except for one, whe' had generalised
ivmphadenopathy, fewer than 400 T4 lymphocvies mm', and a low T4 T8
lympheavte ratio. Nine women were primigravidas: |3 were secundigravidas, but
unly tiires were parous. reflecting a hugh incidence of electjve abortons. All the
Ptegnancies were singleton. 18 women being delivered vaginaily and sw by
clesarean section 1wo babies in breech position, four sutfenng from intrapartum
distress . All the babies vere 11 goud condition at birth with no malformartions,
The prevalence of prematire delivery, feral growth retardation, and eacly
ncenatal disease was campaiable 10 that in the PTeEnant sercnegative drug
4ddicts. Nope of the babies was breast fed. .

We nbtained nformed consent from the parents to {ollow up their babies,
Cimnal evaluauons were performed at intervals of one month, and serclogical
wiecning  enzvme linked immunosorbent assay and whire bivod cell count and
sutistis o T4 and T8 lvmphocytes were performed on vord bloud and at intervais
of tnres months. A1 6 months 12 babies were seropositive and 12 seronegative

Serological state of 24 babues ar 6 months born 10 mirgrensus drug uddicts pasiree for
HIV intibody i

Delivery No of babies Servposinve , Seronegative

Vaginaj 18 9 . ¢ °

Caesarean ] 1 RO |
Tatal 24 i2 12

*Died at 4 months from Prevmocysis canmi ppeumonua.

Al H

tanle*. tne \ETUHPOSItI Ve haby died of Prenmocvias curnn pasumona ar 4
months, and oae seroposiive baby wys dragnosed as ~uitering trom ALDS relaced
complex at the age ol 3 months. Al the other habies thriived. the results of their
tullow up heing enurelv nocmal,

Comument

Our fimited study shows that the prevalence of seropositvity in children
aged 6 munths. when all the maternal untibodies
50%. Caesarean section does not seem (o protect the feeus from infection, as
has been suggesied by vne author and later refuted by the Center for Dhsease

Conrrol.* This 15 consistent with the discovery of the virus in the fetal |

vompartment n cases of elective caesarean seduon at 20 and 36 weeks.®

should have disappeared. is |

The two cases of immune Jeficiency acquired by maternal rransmission of

the virus indicate that eurly morbidity and mortality are a severe problem,

bur their incidence seems to be restricted to about [0% of the offspring. |

Unfortunately, nothing can yet be said about long term morbidity and
moriality, These data may be helpful in counselling seropositive women
betore or in early gestation, as they suggest that the risk of fetal infection and
severe posintatal morbidity 1s high. Unfavourabie perinatal yutcome, usually
associated with drug addicrion, was simular in serapositive and seronegative
women.: 3 Jetrimental effect of che virus in this regard was thus not evident.

Constant updating of available Jata will allow better counselling, more
appropriate obstetrical care, prenatal diagnosis, and protmpt treatmeng whe_"n
effecrive.treatment is available.

A

The Center for Pregnami Drug Addicts of Milano vomprises Carmen

Brescianini, Anna Bucceri, Anna Canestrari. Gabriele Ferraris. Isa Lodi, and :

Marina Ravizza.

I Center for Diseasé Cuntrel, Recomsmendauen fur a315tng n the prevention of pennsal
raasmising of humae Flympk denen:: arus oepesdl] lympledanopaihy asvodated sirus and
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SHORT REPORTS

From persistent genexl'alisé.d-’ o
lymphadenopathy to AIDS: Who will -
. progress? _

About orie third of people infected with the ﬁuman immunodeﬁcienéy virus

{HIV) have persistent generalised lymphadenopathy and are at risk
of developing the acquited immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). We
report on the current rate of progression of persistent generalised lympha-
denopathy to AIDS in a cohort of homosexunl men in London and the value

t6 the gencral physician of simple clinical markers for predicting the risk of
progression,

Patients, methods, and resﬁlts

One hundred and five paticnts who had persistent generalised lymphadeno.
pathy were reerbited from this elinic between November 1982 and April 1986 into
a study of the clinical course of $1IV infection, Five paticnts were lost to follow
up. The remaining 100 patients were followed up for a median period of 24
manths (range 9-50), Persistent generalised lymphadenopathy was defined as the
presence of tymph nodes greater than 1 ¢m' in diameter in two or more
extrainguinal sites for at least three mosnths, other causes for lymphadenopathy
having been excluded. The patients were seen at intervals of three months, and all
were consistently shown to be positive for HIV antibody by competitive enzyme

linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). From our previous clinici] nbservations
certain features stood out as possible predictors of AIDS—oral candida (found on

* examination and confirmed on culture) and, 47 present for more than three
_ months, anaemia (hacmoglobin concentration <13 g/l), leucopenia (<4:0x 10°

I}y neutropenin (<2'0x 10%1), lymphopenia (<i-5%10°4), thrombocytopenia
(<150 10%1), and erythrocyte sedimentation rate > 15 mmt in the first hour, Data
were unalysed with Fisher's exact test and by calculating the relative risk.
Thirteen patients developed AIDS during a median follow up of 22 moaths

(range 12-32). Five of these developed Preumocystis carinii pneumonia, five
Kaposi’s sarcoma, one both, one P carinii pneamonia and cryptosporidiosis, and
one cryptococcal meningitis. Oral candida were found in nine paticnts with
petsistent generatised lymphadegopathy. The following haematological abnor-
malities had been present for at least three months: anaemia (nine patients),
leucopenia (19), neutropenia (18), lymphopenia (24), increased erythrocyte
sedimentation rate (15}, and thrombocytopenia (four), Oral candida and the first
five of these haematological abnormalities were found to be associated with the
later development of AIDS (table). -

Comment %
|

Of 100 patients with persistent generalised lymphadenopathy followed up |
for a median of 24 months, 13 developed AIDS. Using a life table 1echnique f
we caiculated that over three years the probability of patients with persistent !
generalised lymphadenopathy progressing to AIDS was 20-9%., Of the :
clinical features examined in our study oral candida, lymphopenia, an
increased erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and anaemia were found to be the
best predictors of the later development of AIDS.

Features associated with risk of progression to AIDS in 160 ﬁan'cnls with persistent generalised lymphadenopathy

Praportion of patients with

abnormality whe progressed Median (range) time before onset |
e AIDS Relative risk Significance® of AIDS (mantha) |
Oral candlida L 12 p-0008 2(1-24)
[:_vmphnpcma %4 7 p<i-(X05 19¢2-33)
Ervthrocyte sedimeniation rate > |5 mm in first hour T 7 p<0-000%5 23(10-33)
I laemoglobin <13 g/l Y 6 ) . - p=0-002 181133y
Neutrnphils <20 [0° L2T] 4 " p=(-0 16:5(2-21)
White cell connt =~ 4-0% 10%| . & 4 p=02 - 16°5(2-33)
Platelets < 150x (04 . E7) 4 NS v T8-S (1621

*Fisher's exact text,
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nions hail school

- strike poll triumph

i
!

R S

TEACHERS’ leaders last night
claimed resounding support for
another round of strikes which
thredten to plunge schools into

_chdos next week,

Members of the two biggest teach-
ing"unions voted by more than four to
one for a series of half-day walk-puts.

But the result brought a scathing attack
from Education Secretary Kenneth Baker,

‘Get tough on Aids’

TEACHERS should be ‘hand-
ing out hard-hitting lessons in
moralty to stop teenagers
catching ‘Aids by sleeping ar-
ound, = Edycation Secretary Mr
Keq_qe;h- Baker said yester.
d

“The message ig clear — do
not be promiscuous,” the min.

ister said at the taunch of » doms,

by GREG HADFIELD

new question-and-answer
booklet on Ajdg which will be
-8eilt to all schools,

Baker condemned at-
tempts by teachers to pro-
4ay. mote homosexualit'y and
came out strongly against
schools giving out (ree coilt-

by GREG HADFIELD
Education Correspondent
who claimed that hard-line unjon chiels
had pushed ravk-and-file teachops into
striking.

He said voting turn-ouls of around &0
percent showed that he Iwo main unions
were still split almost down the middle on
strike action,. .

Leaders of the National Unijon of Teach-
ers and the National Association of School-
masters-Union of Wamen Teachers called

vely and carefully”,

of the Kkillpr virus

spread by razors and sciss

in
pay with council employers,

plea

He sais that Aids education
should be handled “sengiti.
® Hairdressors have been
warned to take extra care
over hygiene because of the
Ajds danger, Experts
there is “a remote Possibility”
eing  education of ouy children,” he said.

the ballot an “emphatic endorsement” of -
their battle plans,

he unions, which represent three-quar-
s of Britain's 400,000 teachers, are fight-
£ the removal of their right to negotiate

In future they will have to deal with a

temporary, hand-picked advisory commit.
lee  working  within
limits,

government cash

“They are bitterly against the destrue-

tion of their negoliating rights —and bit-
terly against an imposed package,” said

NUT general secrefary IFred Jar-
is.

NAS-UWT leader Fred Smithies
refused to rule out GCE examin-
ations being hit during a long cam.-
paign set g continue after teachers
receive new salaries imposed by Mr
Baker, But the Education Secretary
auestioned the ballot's validity as
veles  were  cagst before he an-
hounced improvements in the gov-
ernment’s salary offer.

“As only about a4 third of teachers
tear  voted for action, it’s clear the inaj-
ority aren’t ready to disrupt the

ors, N COMMENT: Page g
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TALK in the playground and
at the school gates bas taken a
turn for the worse recently,
While parenis debate exactly
what is the best way to de-
scribe a condom and its uses
10 an inquisitive cighi-year-
old, the children themselves
are busily disseminaling a
broad range of misinforma-
tion: that Aids is caused “by
kigsing™; ven, according to
one six-year-old, that it
“comes in a bag™. He might
equally believe it comes in an
envelope, its contents help-
fully identified by the post
office franking machine.
Things are gelting  dan-
gerously out of proportion.
The media hysieria around
Aidg, epitomised by the
saturation coverage on fele-
vision over the last week, begs
the thought that as a socisty
wg have somehow become
addicted to the prospeci of
apocalypse -— sven, Der-
versely, in the case of Aids,

& Children are
now being as-
sailed at every
turn by a
disturbing
. juxtaposition
of words and
images — sex,
disease,
death§

titillated by it. If the bomb
doesn’t get you, disease will,
Most adults are able to
rationalise this, put the facts
of Aids, and their personal
fears, into a proper, contain-
able perspective. Young chil-
dren are not.

In & perfect world, death
and disease are not things
which the very young would
normally choose to preaccupy
themselves with, and nor
should they. One hopes that
the understanding of such
matters grows in thelr minds
naturaily, to be assimilated as
a fact of life, not a cause for
nagging anxiety and alarm.

And yet children are now
being assailed at every turn by
a disturbing juxtaposition of
words and images — sex, dis-
ease, death — neéne of which
are properly understood in
themselves, but which mingle
together to form = picture
which is unnecessarily confus-
jng and frightening. To a
young mind, the information
embiazoned on hillboards

! that Aids is not prejudiced —
that it can kilt “anyene™ — is
received without the corollary

; that death is; in fact, con-

1

Walk 1o iho paradisa gal

ing should fall within the
official remit. What is de-
signed to alert and inform
adults may serve only
frighten and confuse young
children.
For parents, the nced is 10
put these things in propot-
tion, to decode the bewilder-
ing onslavght from
newspapers and television in
as simple & fashion as pos-
sible, and redress it with-a
moderating dose of reassur-
anée and common 5ensc.
Aids, afier all, is but one
disease among many that ar-
rive in a variety of ways. Toa
child it is less an immediate
threat than cancer, leukaemia
or typhoid — none of which
are part of the average child's
vocabulary, none a cause for
nightmares.

1t is an unforfunate symp-
tom of the age in which we
live that such reassurance has
become second nature {0
most pasents. Yes, there is

bthe explana-
tion that sex is
an expression
of love, joy and
procreation
Sesms ow,
sadly,..
altogether
too
optimistic)

such a thing as rape, but it's
threat o their own lives is not
necessarily commensurate
with the size of newspaper
headlines. Yes, some children
are victims of cruelty and
mistreatment at the hands of
their own parents; but the
number of children who ac-
tually call Childline are rel-
atively few, and its existence
shouid oot be allowed to dis-
turh the batance of their own
security and happiness.

To explain that the death-of
innocence at the hands of the
media poses a far greater
threat than the diseases or
physical harm which the me-
dia reports is beyond the
skills of most” parents, and
beyond 1he understanding of

MICK BROWN on the way the Aids campaign is frightening our children

ducted only by blood or
bodily {lutds.

To thase parents who have
not yet broached the subject
of sex with iheir children, the
choice is clear: either to
maunt a futile conspiracy of
silence ov obfuscation, rather
than have to work backwards
from the proposition that sex
is a potentially lethal pastime,
or to try and discuss sex in the
way in which one would nor-

mally choose — albeit sconer
than one would have chosen
— fearful that whatever last
vestige of innocence you may
have hoped for your child is
irredeemably lost. The ideal
explanation, that sex is an
expression of love, joy and
procreation seems now, sacly,
altogether lao optimistic,
This is not to minindise the
threat- which the disease
poses, nor to suggest that peo-

ple should not be properly
warned about it; simply to
argue for 2 more cogent and
appropriale way of tackling it,
sensitive to the im-
pressionability of young
minds.

The joint policy on the tele-
vision coverage of Aids,
agreed by commercial tele-
visien, the BBC and the
DHSS, has been to reach “'as
many people as we possibly

can” with informaticn. This
is right and proper, as is the
acknowledgement that the
main targst group should be

“people in their mid-teens to

|ate~twenties — those most at
risk. But television is a notori-
ously undiscriminating me-
dium, and it is surely arguable
whether transmitting gov-
arnment Aids warnings on
levision at a time when
young children may be watch-

their children.

“You're so ignorant!”, a
friend playfully admonished
her family at the dining-table.
“Mumimy”, sald ber B.year-
old daughter, “Dwoes that
mean Tk die?".

. Ignorance may kil adults.
But to young childred, it
should remain bliss.

LOOK AGAIN®
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Tragedy

FUN-LOVING Pad-
dies flirting with the
deadly threat of AIDS
— and a farget for
drug pedallers — in
London are being “res-
cued” by the folks
back home!

Clergy In several rusal
parishes throughout the
country are co-operating in
acampaign launched in the
Thames-side city to tie-up
the foot-loose hours of the
exlles by putling them In
touch with their ‘cradle-
county’ compatriots,

Bishop Joseph Duffy
travelled this week-end
from the Cloghar diocese to
Lendon to boost the work
being done by the Mon-
aghan county assoctation
for the emigrants.

He told SUP*DAY
WORLD yesterday: “These

bed London's

bright
lights

county assoclations are
playing a vital role in help-
ing the Irish to stay in touch
with their homeland and
jamities.”

Clones-man Aidan
Murray, wha is secretary of
the KMonaghan County As-
sociation, revealed details
of the hands-across-the-
sea campaign aimed at pre-
venting young Irish people
from being ensnared in the
sleazy side of London life.

“We've asked the clergy
at home to issue an appeal
through their weekly parish
bulletins to the parents and
relatives of those in Eng-

land to get in touch with .

them, and urge them to join
their own county associa-
tion.

“This means they will

have plenty of activities In
their spare time — and
won't have time to get In-
voived in the unseemly and
sordid side ol London's
night-lite.
» A report prepared by the
irish Welfare Bureau in
Hammersrith has reveaied
that large numbers of
peopie from Dublinand Bsl-
fast sought help during the
past year.

A social worker attached
to the centre told SUNDAY
WORLD yesterday: “The sit-
uation is really frightening
— it's very serious for
young people who come ta
London in search of work
with no place to stay. Very
soon their few pounds are
gone, and they end up on
the streets - where disease
and drugs are rampant.”

SUNDAY WORLD, MARCH 8th, 1987 1
- [T

R

From PATSY
McARDLE
in London

{‘
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THE Department of Health may be asked to
compensate haetnophiliacs who have contrac-

ted the AIDS virus.

The mave seems cerlaln loflowing the refusal of the
country'’s Insurance companles fo give cover to lhose who

have heen exposed 1o the baflling bug.

One hundred and three
ol treland's 300
haemophiliac patienis are
now carrying the virus asa
result of being treated with
soniaminated blood
products.

Mr, Brian O'Mahony, a
spokesman far the Haemo-
philiz Soclely of Ireland,
said yeslerday: "We will be
seeking a meeting with the
in-coming Minisler for
Heaith 1o see what can be
done {0 Help them.

“While compensation will
not alieviale the worry and
anxlely they are sulfering, It
would al least glve recagni-
fion ¢ the fact lhat they
conlracted the virus
innocently."

tast month fife assur-
ange cover lormost haemo-

= pittiiags - was affeclively

stoppad  after they wera
ashed to produce proof that
they had not been exposad
1o the bug.

In global terms it is
thougil that abou! ane in
four wirus ocarriers
eveniually go on to develop
fully biown-up AIDS, a fatal
disease that breaks down
the body's immune system
allowing an infection as
simple &s a cgld to kill.

“The insurance com-
panies are sadly lacking in
compensation  and  are
singling us out because we
are an easily indetifiable
group.” said Mr. O'Mahony.

“They are nol being as
stringant with other
groupings or individuals.”

. Ha_ sald that their action
was not alone prevenling
haemophiliacs from obtain-
ing fife cover, but itwas also
slopping them from being
able 0 buy thair own
hames.”

He painted out that most

By CATHAI
O'SHEA

— e —
huilding societies refused
to loan money unfess the
torrower had lite assur-
anoe gover.
'Haemophiliscs who
have been exposed to the
virus contracted it through

“no fault of their own," ha
- sad.

“They are now living with
the continual tear thal thay
may die at any stage in the
immedlale futare. |

“When they catch a cold
they wonder is that going to
be it

"For some lives - have
been wracked as lhey
worry about who  wilt
surport their wives and
chifdreri” In the event of
them dying.”

Mr. O'Mahony said there
was a clear case for the
Govarnment slepping in.
He did not warit those wha
had tragically contracted
the virus ending up as
statistics or forgotten
people,

He peinted out Ihat Pro-
fessor fan Termperiey,
direclor of the Nalional
Haemephiliac Centre al St
James's Hospital, -had
already suggested that in
the event of Insurance com-
panies refusing lo change
their poficy, 1he Siate
shoukd ofler some kind of
Indemnity.

Most haemophiliacs who
<ontractad the virus did so
prior to 1985,

Since then the risks of
them being exposed o the
bug have been greatly
reduced thraugh new safe
guards and precautions
being taken when dedling
with blood pressura,
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| IT was mos( hearten-
ing to see an {.C.A.
spokespersonon T.V,
i recently advocating
| condoms when neces-
g sary to prevent AIDS.

| This was particularly laud-
i able view of the lact that the
.C.A. generally speaking

are not noted tor being the .

mosi radical group of
women going.

It's a pity that the former
Governmentdoesnitake the
matter of AIDS as seriously
as the .C.A. do, that the
Government egducation
campaign on AIDS is help
in abeyance because of poli-
ticians playing politics is
nothing short of scandal-
ous.

The last meeting of the

oahhon C:oVernmem scm
the planned campaign back
for redesigning — and parti-
cularly to include more em-
phasis on drug laking as a
source of AIDS.

But rumour has it that it's
thé condoms issug that is
the stumbling biock —
since condoms are against
the Catholic teaching here.
At a time like this, when

1he dedd\y du;m:,e 18
spreading like wildlire
other countries, and wl
eventually be as contagious
here, | don't think it's a time
to worry about whether con-
doms are against the
Church or not.

If it would save just a few [§

deaths, I'd pass them out @

myself, any Saturday mom-
ing on Gration Street!

S
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DANIEL MASSEY
—an AIDS'
victim In
‘Intimate Contact'
starting tonfght
on UTV.

LAST week was AID3 week on the box. And if you didn’t know
that, you must have been hibernating ot in the ever shrinking area
which receives only the RTE channels Those were the facts,
Tonight, comes the fiction,

Brilain’s Central Television become the first station this side of the
world to tackle the AIDS problem in a drama series. “Inimate Contact”, -
starring Claire Bloom and Daniel Massey will be a tearjerking boost 1o the .,
AIDS campaign that, thank God, is becoming hard to avoid. :

Tt painfully  unmasks the
established relationship batwaen
a hushand and wife and exposes
raw emotion in their family tife,
they are foced to cope with
social isolation as well as the
imminent death of the husband
and father, swhose indiscretion
oti a business trip has shattered
all their fives,

Claite  Bloom and  Daniel
Muassev play the wall-off middle
class couple Rulh and Clive
Cregory, They have been mar
ried for 25 comfortable years
but Ruth's cosy and protected

te New York I8 months before.
He knows he will die and can
only wait for his physical cons
dition {o deteriorate, S

Daniel Massey speaks with
concern about the jmplications
of a drama that takes the AIDS
issue into every viewer's living
room.

Before  fllming  started he
talked fo a number of doctors
and aurses about AIDS,

“l was decply impressed hy
their dedication and care for
suffercrs” he says. “The effecty

world In London's green-belt of AIDS alarmed me. Of course
begins to disintegrate when I knew it was a deadly disease
Clive collapses on the goif —- but not the extent of it's
course, fﬁ:aﬁﬁ‘}si?ﬂ1 ll;::j lng[\?(}t:(tll tand

ospital tests reveal he has . ‘al and mental torture
Alffgs,ppickcd n from a sexual sufferers must go through. ‘
entotnler v a female pro- “Intimate Contact,” UTYV, to«
stitnte while” . a business trip wtight 9 p.m,
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<« Because
< it's risky
bes SOME. PEOPLE might like to
% Y think that ail Irish 15 and 16.
¥ year-old are innocent angels of
God, but in Britain statistics show
that when it comes to catching
» AlDs 15-16 year-olds are in a high-
s risk group.” _ ' .
If you're a teenager in Ireland
ol you might not be in such a high-
Dt risk group but even stil, stop -
complaining that there’s a glut of
- AIDs programmes on TV and foo
% wmany AIDs articles in the
- 3p< newspapers._It's not a-freée car
- heing given avway you know, it’s a
-y free disease. .
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Nup;e ?ﬂhlishes guidelines.

on Alds aimed at women

BY JiMMY BURNS

THE National Union of Public
FEmployees has linked up with
the Terrence Iiggins Trust, the
Aids advisory group, to publish
the first guidelines on the
disease specifically aimed at
WOITen,

Nupe, which has more than
4004 fomale memhbers work-
ing-in local government ollices
angd hospitals, said the guide-
lines, Women and Aids, were
designed to answer the gques:
tieng and fears ahout Aids faced
by women at heme and at work,

Nupe officials are at the fore-
front of -a growing hody of
opinion within tiie trade union
movement which is treating
Aids as a key medical and
industrial relations issue.

Tt is believed the union has
a number of members who have

‘elther “been dismissed or aré.

friglitensd of losing their jobs

because, they have contractedz

the virus. . . .
Nupe said.- Jis (.uuent Lomiil

~athe: same  beopgriion
paign, with -its emphasig.. on:°

members helping each othe_r,
was an attempt to offsef ' some

* of the most lurid accounts™

about the disease in the popular
press.

The union's executive Is
studying a policy statement
that would call for a new
government programme  for!
dealing with Aids including the

setting up of special hospices, :
increased NHS assistance, and |

charges to the advertising
campaign.

“Tractual infomnation should |

replace doon and gloom,” Nupe
said.

® Most senior managers in the
UK Dbelieve that over the next

year they will face the dilemma |
of coping with Aids in. their |
work{orce, accoerding . to a sur- |
vey published today in the |

magazine- Chief Executivp,
A Httle under-a fifth :of the
321 company directors inters

-.viewed said they would Buspénd

ufferers on. full: pay and wbout

_him or her to. reslgn. _ i

St~
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Jaunt’s deadly aftermai&h

INTIMATE CONTACT (9.60
ITV) is Central TV's contribution
to the AIDS war, this battle belng
staged in the green-belt home of 2
wealthy business man, played by
Daniel Massey, who has brought
a little something home after his
last business trip to New York, *
The first instalment in  the
four-part serial comes close to be-
‘ing groesomely mawkish with
i-Cladre Bloom (comforting Daniel
Massey right) giving a rigid per-
formance as the wife with the
stiffest upper Hp in town, What is
beyond the boundaries of good
taste Is the unnecessarily lengthy
‘blue  movie’ flashback to
Massey's Rotten Apple orgy.

Such gratuitous veyeurlsm is
distinctly tasteless in this context,
and laying the hlame so fiemly on
the “filthy, rotten, diseased tart’,
08 the Massey characier cails his
conquest, rather than on the
ndultevous man, horders on mi-

sgyny. Intimate Contact is di-
rected with soapy flair by Warls
Hussein and written coyly by
Alma Cullen,

‘The eveming's two current af-
faire progeammes have both un-
earthed heavyweight reports.

HORIZON (8,10 BBC2) takes
the subject of Police Stress: The
John Wayne Syndrome. Ian

ey,

McKenzie, a fermer police su-:

perintendent now a psychologist
says ‘psychological iliness among
British police could still be cost-
ing the force the equivalent of sev-
eral thousand full-time police of-
ficers a year.” -

PANORAMA (9.30 BBC1) adds
fuel to the escalating debite
ahoui the natwre of competitive
games in ouxr gchools. The lobby
which believes it a short, sharp,
shock for ite c¥springs in the
form of cross country runs and
cold showers, will be appalled by
# new report which clalms the de-
cline in sport in state schools. is
undermining the health of the
natlon's youth.
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NFORMATION
ON AIDS

Sir, — 1 am writing to you
about recent reports on the pos-
sible risk of AIDS with acupunc-
ture treatment. This has becn
mentioned recently by several
palients, and I feel that it is

important to clarify the issue.
The usual conventional
sterilisation techniques involve
either autoclaving or chemical
methods, All current knowledge
suggests thal these methods are
perfectly adequate in the case of
the AIDS virus. Despite this all
procedures involving needles are
seen as a potential risk by some

people. This is understandable in

view of the continuing flux of our
krowledge about the illness.
This problem is completely
avoided by using disposable
needles, i.e. the set of needles are
uscd ont only ¢ne patient and then
destroyed. This is obviously 100%
safe, as there is no contact with
needles used by any other patient.
This practice is becoming more
widespread in Britain, USA and

Australia to meei patients’ per-

ceived fears about AIDS.
Acupuncture is of considerable

value in selected conditions. It

would be unfortunate if this useful

skill was neglected because of

misinformation and misunder-

standing, — Yours, etc .,

BRENDAN FITZPATRICK,
MRCPI, MFHom,

115 Morehampton Road,
Dublin 4. '
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Priests
with
AIDS

die alone

in US

From Sean Cronin,
in Washington

AT LEAST a dozen Catholi¢
priests in the US are reported
to have died of AIDS. There
are no exact figures, but they
include a parish priest r

Chicage and another in Hawaii,”

Priests suffering from AIDS are
transferred from their parishes,
according to gay rightw
activists, and no account is
given of their condition. Their
families usually are too
ashamed to say and often thé
priests dic alone. o

Homosexual rights groups in the
US also accuse the Catholid
Church of being slow to minis
ter to AIDS patients and they
contrast ‘this, unfavourably,
with the attitude of the Episco-
pal Church, the Anglican
Church in the US.

A former Christian Brother esti-
mates that from 40 per cent to
60 per cent of the Catholic
clergy in the US are howmo-
sexuals, The usual estimate i

10 per cent, the same as for the-

population at large, but Mr
Kevin Gordon, in a book pub!
lished earlier this year, says the
numbers are far higher. The
exact figures are not known,

A _major scandal erupted in
Brooklyn late last year when &
leading diocesan officlal  wa;
found murdered in a stum areu,
wearing lay clothes. A black
youth was arrested and claimed]
that he shot the priest in self-

. ;ig:fence. The jury exoneraterl
N,

Gay rights activists are particy-

larly incensed by the attitude of
the  present Pope to homg-
sexuals, In 1976, the US Cathc-
lic Bishops said homosexuuls
“have a right to respect, friend.
ship and justice. They should
have an active role” in the
Christian community,” =~ -
At the same time, the then Arch-
bishap of Chicago, Cardinal
Cody, allowed Catholi¢ homo:
sexual rights group, Dignity, to
sponsor Masses in the city's
churches. Homosexuals charge
that today they are denied any
role in the U}g Catholic -com-
munity on the direct ordets of
the Vatican, RETES:
A Vatican letter [ast ..Octaber
denounced the activities -, of

Catholic gay rights groups, such -

as Dignity, as "‘deceitfuq'
_ propaganda.” . oo

PR TN

Pope John Paul will visit Califor-
nia” in  September, aad . gay
activists plan demonstrations
wherever he goes.

A parish priest in Texas, the Rev

aurence  Connelly, told the

«Wall. Street.- Journal - that<:the ..

Vatican - view of homosexuality
was ‘‘anti-Christ and anti-
Gospel.”” Many theologiang
agree with him; they say the
current view breaks with
traditional teaching about the
difference between the
“sinner” and the “sin.*”

The Rev Charles Curran, a noted;

theologian, was dismissed from!

his post at Catholic University!
in Washington for, among othet
reasons, his writings on homo-"
sexuality. Dr Curran is suing
the university authorities for,
wrongful dismissal,. The order
to remove him as Professor of
Moral Theology came from the
Vatican. g
The Rev John MceNeill, whe
describes himself as a celebate
homosexual, was expelled from
the Jesuits last month for &

lecture in which he argued that !
sexual-morality issues -come.

under the hea inﬁ of “freedom
of conscience,” He had previ-

ously been ordered not to dis- !

EY

cuss the issue publicly.-

‘In_ Philadelphia, under Cardinal

John Krol, homosexuals arg
banned from Church activitiés
or using Church property for
meetings. ’ i
When Archbishop Raymon_ti
Hunthausen of Seattle
R?rmitted Dignity-sponsored

asses and welcomed a gay’

tights convention to this city,
he was disciplined by the
Vatican and stripped of his
authority. :
Cardinal John O’Connor of New
York went to court when thé
municipal government opposed
his orcﬁzr giving the archdiocesé
the right to  dismiss homo:
sexuals from teaching and othet
posts. He won. o
Last month, however, Cardinal
O'Connor allowed a man dying
of AIDS to marry .in St Pat-

rick’s Cathedral after the pries}.

in charge had rejected thé
request, and the cardinal ha%
invited Mother Teresa to set uf
AIDS clinics in the archdioces,
Some observers are convinced the
AIDS epidemic has produced)
the strong_Vatican line on the
question of homosexuality.




Irish Times

9 March 1987

Norris attacks

Senate role for
failed politicians

By Niall Kiely

HIS CAMPAIGN will rail against
“bloody-minded little bureau-
crats,” the use of the Scnate as a
dumping-ground for failed politi-
ctans and the treatinent of Dublin
as a flea-bitten provincial market
town, Mr David Norris said_ yes-
terday -at the launching of his
manifesto for the 1987 Senate
clection.

Mr Norris, an English lecturer
at Trinity College, Dublin, has
been nominated for & TCD seat
by Dr Moel Browne, former TD
and Minister for Health in the
1948-51 Coalition, and seconded
by Dean Victor Griffin, of St
Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin,

Mr Norris told a press confer-
encc vesterday that, although his
support would come from the
graduates of Trinity, he believed
that he also shared a wider,
conservation-oriented
constitutency in the greater Dub-
lin area. “Just ag Trinity is cen-
tral 10 Dublin, so Dublin and its
proper development as a capilal
city is central to the well-being of
the nation.”

The candidate, & prominent
Joyce scholar, cited the example
of Edinburgh, Dublin’s sister city,
to show the income-generating
potential of the arts could be
encouraged with an annual festi-
val. “But in Dublin, despite the
fact that we have an international
reputation as the cradle of the
AEbcy Theatre and birthplace of
playwrights such as Wilde, Shawj
Synge, O’'Casey and Beckett, thg
goose that iaid the golden egg i
being slowly strangled by bloody
minded little bureaucrats.” !

Mr Norris said he supported
initiatives such as the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, which provided
“room to hope,” and he com-
mended the weekend television
programme hosted on RTE by Ms|
Rhonda Paisley as an example of
how a sense of humour could
unite the Irish more effectively
than politics. He agreed with the
O'Casey character who said:
“Pm & nationalist mysel{ right,
enough., 1 believe in" a united,
Ireland, but 1 draw the line when
T hear the gunmen blowin’ about
dyin’ for Ireland when it's the
people that is dyin’ for the
gunmen."

Mr David rrzs

He was delighted to see skin
and hair {flying in the letiers
columns of The Irish Times on the
topic of Senate reform, and said
that this was an example of what
he could do when he set his mind
to something. “I have often said
that the Senate should cease
being used as a dumping ground
for %ailed politicians. I am now
looking inte the possibility of
running Dail and Seanad elections
concurrently, It is especially gall-
ing to kick someone out the front

door, only to find them waving to .

you from the drawing-room
window.”

o



