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Lottery
to help
bhattle
on AIDS

National Lottery are to
he used for the govern-
ment's AIDS informa-
tion programme heing
launched today by
Health Minister Reory
(’Hanlon.

No provision for the
Health Education
Bureau, which will
spearhead the AIDS
campaign, was made in

terday. A footnote sald
funding, which
amounted to £2 milllon
last year, would come
from the Natidnal
Loftery.

When the last govern-
ment proposed the
National Lottery it was
intended to be used to
fund such actlvities as
arts and culture and

FUNDS from the|

the revised estimates|i
for 1987, published yes- ||

sport,
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‘Campaign|
on AIDS .

unde’rway

THE first step in an make recommendations.

intensive government
campaign to educate the
public about the AIDS
disease is to be launched
by Health Minister, Dr.
Rery ('Hanlon today.
But the Minister re-
fused to tel! the DAil last
night how explicit or
otherwise the informa-
tion campaign is to be,
During Question Time

he described the threat |
1 from AIDS as similar to
that from tuberculosis 40 ||

years ago.
Dr. O’Hanlon said the
Government’s informa-

tion programme had|;

been designed to meet
“the identified informa-
tion needs” of the popu-
lation.

At one level the pro-
gramme will reinforce
public knowldge about
AIDS through a mass
media programme and
on an individual level.
The Minister said the
personal worries of indi-
viduals would be addres-
sed through a detailed
booklet and a confiden-
tial freefone service,

He said that funda-
mental to the success of
the campaign was the
development, on continu-
ing basis, of local AIDS
information and educa-
tion programmes.

A Central Strategy
Committee has been es-
tablished by the Minister
to develop and imple-
ment further strategies
for dealing with AIDS.
This committee will
monitor the needs of the
health services, including
the hospital services in
relation to AIDS and

There had been 19
cases of AIDS in Ireland
to-date, 11 of which had
occurred since January,
1986. Three of the 11 had
died from AIDS as a
result of drug abuse; five
were homosexuals or

bisexuals and three were'

haemophaeliacs.
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AIDS profits still
under Wellcome mat

INTERNATIONAL
pharmaceutical é]roup
Welicome pleased the
City yesterday with a
bumper set of figures
that put aﬁg on its
shares which finished at
449p. it did better than
expectod in the United
States, particulardy with
its antiviral drug Zovirax
which is used against
herpes, and sales of
products just out of
patent held up well.

Profits rose 26 pec to
£81.2m in the half year
ending February 28 with
some help from hetter
margins on sales 12 pc
higher at £557.1m, all
but 10 pc of them over-
seas. Barclays de Zoete
Wedd, who got its num-

bars badly wrong with a

forecast of only £74m,
are now expecting pre-
tax profits of £160m for
the year and £195m for
next.

Wellcome shares have
a wvery high
because of the gublicitv
and hopes for Retrovir,
its recently launched
drug which is being used
to suppress the symp-
toms of AIDS' wvictims.
But AIDS played no part
in yesterday's figures.
By the end of the year
Woellcome will be able to
supply Retrovir to all the
46,000 the World Health
Grganisation has
indentified with the
disease, -

Although the potential
for Retrovir is enormous,
Wellcome shares are too

rating -

highly rated to attract
the small investor. There
is also a substantial
down side in the sharg]
rice, says BZW analvsq
geter Woods. N

There are fears abus
the toxic and side
effects of the drug — it
can cause anaemia, may
attack the wneurological
system and cannot be
used on AIDS victims
where the symptons are
severe. Also Retovir is
only 18 months or sc
ahead of a similar drug,
Dideoxycytiding, being
developed by I-ioﬁmann
La Roche which wmay
prove more effective and
have fess side effects.

BOUGLAS BENCE

gff
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THE Government toda

Aids can he avolded.
But the longawaited campaign, taunched today by Teallh

Minister Dr. Rory
al dilemma of the use of condoms in

soci
the

SHOC

disease.

- " .'.

K TACTICS—one of the posters Irem Ihe hew

campalgn.

y Tinally spelled out how

O'Hanlon, avoided the thorny Church and
fighting the spread of

Tnstead, it Jays the
main  emphasis  on
single-pariner seX, and
drug svoidance as the
most effective way of
avoiding Alds.

In the £500,000 cam-
paien, the Government
spolis out what 15 Aids,
Tow it s caught and who
15 at risk. Alds, It slaies
can be avoided il

@ People stay with one
parinet, -

& They remain faithful to
that partoer.

@ Drug users aveld ghars
ing necdles and equip:
ment, :

The life-saving R
lesucd today tells people
that 4 they are In further
doult  they should  ask
thelr doctar or STD clinic
about protection through
the wse of condoms. And
it warns that casual sex
spreads the niseass.

But the Health Educa-
tlon Bureau, which pre-
pared an information book-
let for the Government,
points out cxplicitly that
for sexuaily-active people
wha are tot in “one fithy
fuj pariner” reintionship,

S=0U

HARSH MESSAGE-—one of the campaign posiers,

a strong condom correctly
used s the single nost
effective defence agalnst
Alds,

But it warns hat con-
doms cannoet offer 100 p&
protectlon.

The cumpalgn, In 2
major blllz on the disoase,
will use tclevision radio,
newspapers ond iltbeards
from this weekend Lo in-
form the public aboul the
full faets

But it will be less ot
phcit  than  the British
campaign  which caused
soMmg controversy ln tat
country.

Drug abusers are lar-
goted ag a hish-risk eroup
but they will not, like in
gome Turopean gountries,
be gven free needles or
equipment.

Homosexuals, blsexuals,
promiscuous helerasexuals,
both male aod  female,
and new-born bubles are

also In the high-risk cate-
gories

Major bllibeards at the
country's air and seaports
will catry a blunf message
to hollday makers and tra-
vellerst, Don't DBring I}
Home,

Other billboards, askin-g‘
peeple  not to  “shoot’
themselves wlth Alds, are
almed at drug abusers who
use Intravencus knjectlons,

The compalgn also spells
out that the Aids virus
cannot  be  caught by
casyal, non-sexual gontact
with Infected peopie such
as shaking hends, hugging,
using cutlery, toilets, baths
or swimming faclililes or
from sncezes, soughs of
evon spittles

A confidentlsl tequhone
advice  service will be
available from next Mob-
day between cortuin hours.
Peeple may simply dlad 10
and ask for Frecphone Alds .
or they can dial direct to
DubHn (01) 795577, i

S~ 1
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CONDOMS will reduce the risk of contacting |
AIDS, the Government said today, but it does not |

urge their- use,

i

As the long-awaited AIDS
campaigh was launched, the
Minister for Health, Dr. Rory
O'Hanlon, said that individuals
must decide for themselves if
they wished to use condoms.

Adding that the Department
had not consulted the
churches, involving the Catho-
lte Church, which is opposed
to the use of condoms, Dr,
O'Hanlon sald that the cam-
paign  would he “a twe-
pronged” attack on the deadly
disease.

There would be advertising
in the press, radio, and televi-
sion,  he said.  Information
booklets would alse be availe
able to anybody who wanted
them through doctors, pharma-
cists, and the country’s eight
health boards.

Advertising posters would go
on view throughout the coun-
try aimed particularly at high

prisk  pgroups such as  drug

addicts, homosexuals and peo-
ple returning from abroad, the
Minister sald,

“Far and away the safest
way to avoid AIDS is to have
one partner, and to be faith-
ful to that partner” Dr
O'Hanton continued. “The
most important point to get
across to the public is the fact
that there is no cure. How-
ever lhere are treatment
facilities in hospitals through-
out the rountry and these will
continue irrespective of health
culs.”

He said that there were cer.
tain misconceptions about the
disease which the Government
wanted to redress. Many peo
ple falsely believed that the
disease could be picked wup
from using the eating utensils
of sufferers or by swimming
in the same pool as infected
people. It was myths like this
that the Department wished te
eliminate.

With 18 ALDS deaths 1c
date, 1! of them since Janu-
ary, 1986, Dr. Derek Freed-
mah, chairman of the Saciety
for Sexualiy Transmitted. Dis-
eases, said drug abusers posed
the major threat to the spread
of the disease to the rest of
the community,

He agreed that while for

‘some people condoms mig.'nE
| Ty ~ X
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582 found to
have AIDS
antibodies, |
meeting told

By John Armstrong two litres of saliva to be at risk,”
- she said.
THE total number of persons Professor Hillery said that one
tested for AIDS in Ireland up to of the 'major difficulties in
March' 31st last was 8,705, of developing an effective strategy to
whom 582 were antibody-positive, contain the spread of the disease
the annual gencral meeting of the ¢ the three-month time lag
lrish Society of Medical Officers between infection and the body’s
of Health was told yesterday in  gevelonment of antibodies which
Dublin. - . could be detected in tests. During |
. Af antibody-positive test result i period a person was infec- |
indicates that the person involved: tious and could pass the virus on -
has béen exposed to the virus, is but this would not show up in the
infectious, and has a 20 per cent tests, Persons in the high risk
to 30 per centlikelihood of pro- categories, including intravenous
gressing to full-blown AIDS. drug abusers, active homosexuals
Professor Irene Hillery of the .1 bisexuals and haemophiliacs,
Department of Microbiology at o4 bt tested at_regular three-
University College, Dublin, which monthly intervals, she said.
acts as the national centre for There should be no testing
AIDS - testing, told the ‘meeting without the permission of the
that the 582 -antibody-positive person involved or. without
gases were made up of 364 informing them of the implications
mtravenous drug users, 107 o, positive result, including the
haemophiliacs, 58-hemosexual or life ‘insurance and morigage |
bisexual ‘men and women, 23 implications,

babies — all born to antibody- he said there had been three |
positive mothers — and 30 threatened strikes at Sherriff .
others”. Street Post Office in Dublin since |

A'n?i_:')ihl' of '1;108l()dhdmo'sexué;’or testing beganhwhcrll glood sam lég |
bisexuhi men and women. had osted  to her laboratory had |
been tested and ‘the 5 per - cent Erokcn in the sortin% office, spill-
shown 1o be antibody-positive ing their contents, “] have ha}i to |
was a very low proportion com- go down there to clean up. It is',
parcqi.withyfinc_iingg in the UK and ﬁ]cgal to send blood samples in
elsewhere, shée said. The breakable containers through the
“others” category included five pOSStﬁ“ shgdsa(ijd. . h 1
blodd. denors and a small number ¢ added that she wou
of ¥isitors' to - Ireland whoddhad strongly addvisc anybc}dy involved
since left the country, she added. in an accident in” A rica not to |
Professor Hillery said figures accept a blood transfusion, as the
for thie monthr-of April would be -blood would not have - been
available early next week and Screened for AIDS.
o st oty BT HC R ot e e
, people had come forwar :
for -testing. . Another two babies "“m!’d‘fr of AIDS fgseﬁ ‘mcrease!;i, ]
had been identified as antibody- g?vt:rl] c{gﬂo::ml":'ig‘é 'Di?ggo:? oef
ve, : . 4 . ! .
postitve , Community Care responsible for
R"_ese%rch fo date had isolated yreasment in their own areas.
the ‘AIDS virus notlonl}f in blood “It will grow. We know that
and s%mcn but also I saliva, byt we aon't know how fast,
tears, breast milk, femaie genital They can’t all be sent to St
secretions, brain tissue and bone James’s. The general policy i
martow, Professor Hillery said. that AIDS cases be trcateg in
But in some of these cases the general hospitals and that after
indicgtions were that relatively  treatment patients be sent back to
large quantities would have to be the community. Eventually if the
ingested for infection to take situation becomes bad enough we
place. “It has been estimated for will have to think of hospices,
example that you have to swallow he said,

S of
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Government to |

launch AIDS 7

‘campaign today

THE Minister for Health, Dr
O’Hanlon, told Mr Bernard Atien
(FG, Cork North-Central) that he
was looking at the future of the
health -boards and the" structures
. necessary for thém. However, he
said that he did not see any good
reason to propase & reduction in
. their - number., He also:said there

were no plans to move some.

hospitals away from health board
responsibility.

Mr Proinsias de Rossa gWP,,

Dublin Nerth-West) asked if the
Minister believed there would be
better management in the volun-

~‘tary -hospitals 'if they were under -

the heéalth boards. The Minister
said he did not. . -
. Dr ‘O’'Hanlon -said the exact

opening date for the new Beai-

mont Hospital depended on the
supply and installation of essential

equipmeni. The board of the

hospital had been asked to pro-

ceed speedily in commissioning

‘the ‘hospital. 1t was intended to

have the hospital open by the end -

of the year. It was‘intcnded‘ that

‘ ; AL fos et
wletyis: Siror f ﬁfﬁgﬂ.‘s&'ﬁmgu_ :
Sifiele e BERioN e o
opeET ATt R ke
*e Tt Swas ot possible’ in ‘the
difficult - financial ‘positioni of the
moment_to.consider. the extension
-of the long-term ‘ilinessschemé to
gover children -suffering from
‘,‘ag’thma, Dr O'Hanlon said. How-
éver, he was reviewing ~the
scheme with - reference to the

AN, TANBE 0k SETVIRGRENETODIY, .
sl GO A

QUESTION TIME

AIDS —— The Minister told a
number of deputies with questions
tabled about AIDS that the Gov-
ernment’s information programme

would be launched today. It i
would be a two-tiercd public
information programme. At on¢ |

level the programme would
reinforce public knowledge

~through the media and on an

individual level through detailed
booklets.

He told Mr Gay Mitchell SFG,
Dublin South-Central) that there
had been 19 AIDS deaths to date,
11 of which had occurred since
January 1st, 1986. Estimates as to
future numbers would be
speculative.

He said three déaths were rela-
ted to drug use, five were
sexually transmitted and the vie-
tims were either homosexual or
hisexual and three were
¢m0philiacs.

wHe ‘told Mr Barry Desmond

J.ab, Dun Laoghaire} that the

programme would be broadly the
same as the one he had shown to

Cabinet when he was Minister, -

He denied it wouid be funded
from the National Lotterv.

( LT e e

“heavy outlay incurred in respect .

of some conditions, including
asthma, to see how the hardship
could be  alleviated within the
confext of the drug refund
scheme,

" The Minister told Mr Brendan
Howlin (Lab, Wexford) that in
the interests of contiinity and his
statutory obligations he did intend
to make appointments to the
health boards, even though a
reorganisation was planned,

=
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AIDS leaflets for young

CONCE.Rleor the welfare of
young people “growing up in
otir (%hurch famlgl ” has led to
the production by Presbyte-
rians of a leaflet on AIDS
which has been described as
simple, factual and, it'is be-
lieved, helpful. An on-going
study of the problem is being
made by an appropriate com-
mittee of the Church. This
leaflet is described as a “first
ceffort”. It is implied that
i there are others to follow.
The leaflet will be distri-
buted to all our people over
15 years. Clerks in the 22
Presbyteries have been asked
to give guidance on the best
means of distribution within
each Presbytery. But, so far
as young people are con-
cerned, it is said to be
desirable that the leaflet be
placed in their hands (it
should not be a case of
“those interested, please take
one”} by someone who has
formed a relationship of trust
with them. The' help of
parents, senior Bible class,
Boys' Brigade and youth club
leaders is therefore enlisted.
Those responsible for this

production hope that it will
%enerally be agreed in the
hurch that they have acted

quickly and responsibly in

meeting the educational needs.

of young people especially.

PRESBYTERIAN
NOTES

It is noted that the late
Very Rev Dr R, K. Hanna, a
former minister of Adelaide
Road, Dublin, and Moderator
of the General Assembly, was
the moving spirit in the in-
auguration of the annunal
Portrush  Ministers’ Confer-
ence, during his year as Mod-
erator in 1927.

The conference celebrates
its diamond jubilee this year,
meeting as usual in Castle
Erin, Portrush, from May 11th
to 13th,

The guest speaker will be
the Rev David Searle, a Scot,
formerly of Aberdeen and
Falkirk and now the minister
of the Hamilton Road Church
in Bangor,

Mr  Searle, already well
known as a conference and
convention speaker, will

speak on the practical matters
of the ministry, with subjects
tc be announced nearer the
time of the conference. Those
interested should immediately
contact the Rev H. .
McMorran, 43 Baliyholme
Road, Bangor, Northern Ire-
land (Telephone 472142),

The Clerk of the General
Assembly, the Very Rev Dr
T. J. Simpson, reminds all
ministers that Commissions
for Ruling Elders to the 1987
General Assembly should
iegch him not later than May

th.

The convenor of the Televi-
sion, Broadcasting and Audio-
Visual Aids Committee, the
Rev Willis Cordner, together
with Mr Alec Johnston, has
been filming with a video unit
during the month of April in
Kenya and Malawi. Sufficient
film for one major programme
on each of these countries,
and for several shorter
commentaries on particular
aspects of Christian work will
be taken.

The Home Mission takes a
caravan to be used by minis-
ters prepared fo supply the

launched

pulpit of the Arklow chw
during the months >f Ju
September. A week's free 1
of the caravan is given
return for Sunday supp
There are vacancies, The
interested should contact t
Rev Alistar Bill (Te Dub
8714479},

A mobile home is al
available in a quiet family s
in return for h:ilp -with 1
Sunday services in A :damin
Gorey, Co Waxford, T
mobile home i free Jun
September and its use is neg
tiated through the Rev S.
Williamson, The Marse, M
Park Koad, Enniscoithy, (
Weford,

The Rev Tony Javisc
minister of Christ Chure
Limerick, will give the tal
on the RTE 2 programn
“Nightlight” during May $
7th at approximately 11
p.m. each evening.

A service of morning we

'ship will be televised by RT

1 at 11 a.m. on May 10th wi'
the minister, the Rew Dav
C. Caskie, and a congregatic
from Dun Laoghaire Churel
York Road, Dun Luaoghaire

S0z
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Tei sh ]_nﬂe-pend(ﬁ}t

FRELAND'S NATICNAL NEWSFAPER

i AIDS

THE GOVERNMENT has at long
Jast launched its official campagd
agaist  the AlDS  cpidemic —-
ggainst the background  of 1
deaths, 19 confirmed cases of the
. disease and 58 others Enown 1o
! have been {nfected writh the virus,

Belated though it is—Lhis news-
paper hag beet urging this cam-
paign  for months—it 15 well
balanced, thoughtdul and hopefully
will be effective, .

- Central to the Health Minister
Rory O'Hanlon's Strategy to attack
tHis deadly epldemic is the pro-
‘posttion that the witimate respon-
sibliliy for ecurblng the disease
vests on responstbls sexual be-
havious. .

For it is clear #iat the-condi+
. tion—Acquired Inunune Deficiency
Syndroma—is sexually trapsmitted
in the great ‘majoriiy of ceses.

In addition, a hocklet cicnated

by the Health Education Bureau
points out that for gexually active
people who are not in "one faith-
ful partner” relationsnip, a strong
condom, correot] nsed, ig. the
I single  most el ective  defence
| against AIDS, -

"This needed to be said. Add it

ts said as a statement of fact
without any recommendation thar
condoms ought to be tsed for this
parpose.

As such, it was weicomed by
the Catholic Hierarchy's “Task
Force on ALDS — and righily so.

Aaother way i which this

disease is transmittable is through
equipment used by drug abusers.

The booklet draws attention te
this, bat it is made clear that, un-
like in other countrles, drug

i abusers will not be furnished with
" needles, or other sanitised equip-
ment for their safely.

Already this decision has come
{in for some criticism, but we feel
| Vank to have decided olherwiss, on
" the balance of possibilittes, might

well result in the encouragement,

rather than the discouragement of
. drpg, abuse iself—~another majot
soal problem. :

On the positive side, the cam-
pelgn is designed to - assure
wornied people how AIDS cannot
be contracted—throngh non-sexual
contact with infeolod persens,
toilets, baths, swimming facilities,

. coughs, spittle and €0 ou.
One cridie of the campalgn,
- Progressive Democrat Mary Har-

.pey, has urged that the disease
'should be compulsorily notifiable
to the health autherities.

This 48 a criticism that should
be taken serlously in the interssts
of more efficient monitoring of
the incidence of the disease. Stll,
2 balance must be struck between
personal confidentiality and publie
owareness, and s Is a point that
should be addressed again in the
near future.

Dr. O'Hanlon’s  campaign
against AIDS has besn bmacﬁy
welcamed with only some minox
reservations. it should he given
the. support of the whole commu-
nity.

IrisH iﬁasﬁ!sﬁdéﬁn Satiday; Way 4 1987
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By Fintar Cronin

TELEVISION Sm.s._wm will see one
of the strangest advertisements ever
trapsmitted on RTE withio the nmexz
few dags. It opens with. a sbot of
Borses leasiug their boxes at the start of
2 pace, and thea goes to a rable where
a man and & womzo are playiaz
cards,and leering suggestively at each
other. There are Two themes: sex and
gambling. After the card game, the
corple bave sex.

The voicedver s¢ript oun the ad goes
on to say: “Today if you play around,
the stakes ate too hizh, beczuse you're
gambling with AIDS. Meet someome
who's probably unkuvowingly azo AIDS

,Zm!m Pﬂa-tmnm mu-..n.

garrier, aad although condoms give
some protection, just ome act of
intarcourse mway give you ATDS™.

‘The advertisement is part of the
campeizi against AIDS  lzunched
yestexrday on Mayday by the Minister
for Heslth, Rory ©OHanlonm The
message is simple and stark. Casual sex
spreads AIDS. It is targeted at the
entire population, becauss of the dread
that AIDS will iIncreasingly spread
among cthe #eneral,  heterszexual
population, throngh promiscuity.

R

Irish Independent
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Critics of th AIDS campaign may
well feel that it is yet asother case of
too Ettle, top late from the authorities
on am issue of sach great poblic
importance, The ATDS campiign Gas

been late to start in Ireland, compared -

te other conntries. Even relatively
underdeveloped mations, such a8
Usenda, have been romniag zn iotensive
?»E.n heaith education campaigm o1
the isspe for the past year

The campaign hzs stasted late bers
for a number of reasoms, Bot least the
potitical _uncertainty, which Eas scem
three  different DMimisters in  the

. Department of Health in 25 many

months.
It is vitally Important that the
campaign sacceeds iz its atms, and

ioforms the public of the dangers of
AIDS. Next to the threat of nuclear
war, AIDS poses the most dangerous
fhreai ¢ the survivzl of the homazn
species on this planet.

Tts spread FRas Deed  relentless
throughour the  world, with some
experts gloomily predicting that eatire
nations may well be wiped out by it,
paxticularly in Adrica, withis the next
ten years. The Minister for Flezith, Dr,
Rory (PHarlon succinctly deflnes i aa

‘the most serious public health probiem
of modern times, one wiich presents =
major challenge to us =I1l.”

The AIDS virus & wow well
established in Irefand. 581 people are
known te be infected and there have

it EB@Q So m\q&w t00 _mﬁmw_

Been 19 cases of full blown AIDS.

These are probably only the tip of the
iceberg, In Britain it Is estimated that
for every case of an AILDS infected
pecson knowa to the authorities, there
may be as many as ten more petople
infected, and unknown to the official
sratistics. If ‘one applies this rule of
thumb go the Xxish figures, it means fhat
there could be &s many as 3,000 people
infecigd in Yreland zlrezdy,

The virus has spread rapidly ifo
Irelawd, particaiacly among intravemous
drug szbusers in Dublie, In 1983 there
were only & drug addicts known to be
ffected. By 1986 over 300 had
conrracted the vins.

The higk Ievel of ATDS infection

ameng drog abusers poses z dangerous
threar to the test of the population.
Many droy abusers engage in prosti-
tution o pet money to pay for their”
drugs. The disease is thus spread from -
within the confines of & small risk
dangers posed by AIDS in the m.mu..
group to the wider population. y
The implications of this for Treland -
are gbvious and frighteniag, aod: the
dungers posed by AIDS iothe drup
scens have received special attention in
the government campaign. In  the
absence of an vaccine or cure for the
disease, public health education is the
only weapon im the hands of ‘the
authorities in the fight apainst the
dizeage.



Safe sex
urged in
battle

on AIDS

By MAIRTIN Mac CORMAIC and LIAM RYAN
THE GOVERNMENT ecampaign against AIDS,
announced yesterday, strongly emphasises single~

pariner gex and the avm drug abuse.

1t thus steers olear of
a potentlal church/state
clash on the wss of

conddms,
However, il Heﬂi"cia ® The AIDS campalgn . . . 18 It
et an Sagarmation oo liila fca late? Page Seven, -

booklet for the £4 million
programme, advites that

for peopls who engage in an:d Lhmugh the airculation  quits - abyiously 4 -cartla
sox Wwilth more than ooe bookle: and  way of avoiding sexually
" partner, "“a strang condom, H\u u.qe of a froefone ser- ransmi! AID3"
correctly used Is the singls  vice. 1t speMs out what AIDS

most  elfective  defence In a section on Safer  Is how it Is caught and
sgainst AIDS.” Sex, tho booklet gays 3 who !s at wek.

It adds that ‘condams cannot be  ton strongly The programme
cannhot uffer 100 per ocnt. strpssed - that | to  svoid drug abusers 85 4 mgh"mk
protestion.” AIDS, the most offective f'mnp but they will not, as

The anti-AIDS drive be-  way of all ls to,stay with come other Etropean

ins at the weekend. one [faithful partner and  countries, be given free
8 remain  faithfnl to  that needles or equipment.

11 te eatrisd cut on ‘
hvf:t Z:velge— theough :m partmet. Homesexuals, blsexuala

abstain.
ing from sex alteget.her ia

hnth male and femals, mld
bahws are listed

"hngh -Tisk

Blllbnards at ol and geas
ports will carty a bluot
message to hot{dw makers
and - traveders AJ-DS.
Doa't Bring It Hom

Qther bil lbwrds. as'kmg
i peaple not  to  “'shoot’
Bhemaselves with ADS, will

adveriistag
TY, mdlo ard newmpem

Deputy Maty Harney, for
i!s failure to stress the need
for the use of condom:

And she adso :ommamed
that Health Minister Dr,
Rory OJHRI\lﬂn Lad declded
that AIDS cases wore to
continue Lo ba notified to
s Department on & purely
veluntery basis,

“We ruust have the full
st possible information on
the incldence of AIDS, and
thet should m?nlre eompul-
mudsory  aotification pot
only of all AIDS cases, but

alsa campulsory notification
of all suspacted AIDS rela-
ted deaths,” st said

However the measures
were preeted ag “'a wals
come and responsible cam.
paign” by Faiker Panl
Lavelle of the Catholle
merarc!wa task ferce on

He welcomed the fiwt
that ihey stressad the
{or peaple to be persounhv
responstble for thelr o

risk through drag abuse,

Former Health Minister,
Mz, Barry Desmond, whils
wolcoming  the campaiga,
commensed  We  wonid

Minister o
nake special funding avall-
able to thase hospitals whe

rural hos-

to provido lsolation

unlLs o deal with AIDS
cases .
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COP-OUT |

Four months late, the- Government’s carpaign to
inform people about the Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome will not strike the casual observer as
something which ought to have taken that length of
time to prepare. Concerned observers will find much to
criticise in it.

The basic flaw is that it appears to be aiméd at the |
majority of the population in this country, the people in
secure family units living traditional and largely |

sexually orthodox lives. The people, in short, who are
least at risk of contracting this lethal disease. By
looking over their shoulders at the upholders of the
sexual norms in Irish society, the Government and the
agencies who have helped formulate the campaign,
appear to be about to fail in getting the life-saving
message to those most at risk from the disease.

At its most basic level, the campaign cops out on
the question of condom usage. Its primary injunctions .
are: “stay with one faithful partner” and ‘“‘remain

faithful to that Ipartner.” Those who deviate from the
I

sexual norm in Irish society are not likely to pay much
attentton to this advice, effective as it may be for
avoiding exposure to the virus which causes AIDS.

Third on the list is “if in doubt, ask your doctor or
clinic about protection through the use of condoms.”
Why ask your doctor? Why not just use condoms?
They may not afford 100 per cent protection to those
who run a risk of exposure, but there is ample
evidence (0 show that they can be very effective in
lessening the spread of infection through groups at risk.

The fourth piece of advice offered is ““if you inject
drugs, don’t share needles or equipment.” Those who
inject drugs are the single largest group at risk of AIDS
infection in this country, They come last in the
campaign’s list of priorities, apparently, and the advice
offered is incomplete and, for many of them, utterly
unrealistic. For those who feel they need heroin, the
risk of contracting AIDS is not likely to deter them
from using someone else’s needle if that is the readiest
source of the drug to hand.

Will the heroin addict, desperate for a dose, pause
if offered money for prostitution to think about casual
sex or condoms? Are the campaign’s designers relying
on the prostitute’s customer to ensure safety —
someone who has alreadrj)z ignored the first® two
injunctions in the campaign?

There might also be more room in the campaign
given to reassurance for the general public about how
AIDS cannot be contracted. There is nearly as much
need to quell hystéria as to prevent the spread of the
virus. And the provision of a telephone information
service at limited hours over a period of only two
weeks seems very inadequate to meet the anxieties of
those who may be further alarmed by the campaign
itself.

There is an air of cloud cuckoo-land about this
belated exercise. it is nothing like a solution for what
is, increasingly and clearly, an Irish problem.

SO
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Gay crusader
with the
comic touch

ABOQO or not taboo? That is
the guestion. Gays may be
out of the closet, but homeo-
sexuality is still a tricky
-gubject for screen comedy. One
wrong word and youw've upset
Braitl cr Mary Whitehouse or the gay
By mmunity itself.
1stEnders and Brookside have gay
Y. racters, but when it comes to
. phter, homosexuality on screen is
Va minefield. :
A few American shows, notably Soap,
hava succeeded in raising laughs rather
thana hackles. But only now 1s British
television brave enough to tackle a com-
edy series with a gay man as the ledd
churacter.

Thé Corner House (C4, 9.30pm Mon-
day) doesn’t stop there — racism, unem-
mloyment, royalty and 2 myriad
-ontentious issues are raised as & varl-
ety of characters pass through an old-

by TERRY BADDOO
fachioned coffee house. It’s Cheers, En-
glish style — comedy with a message,
“I'm gay myself, so everything I write

TREL

will inevitably have a gay content,” says
Chris Eymard, who co-wrote the series

and stars in it with Robext Llewellyn.
“Having ‘come oui’ as a homosexual 1

intend to stay out, despite the fact that

people wory't leave us alone. ‘

1 suppose in a way you could describe ¢

the series as a private crusade. Being
gay is greal as far as I'm concerned. 1t's
other people who fecl the need to push
us back into the closet.” :

Eymard plays Gilbert, the cafe owner,

who, despile his genile nature, is still
very much the boss to his immature
employee, Dave, played by Llewellyn.

Gilbert is a marked change from the
mincing, gay waiter image that's so
much a part of the traditional sit-com.

«Comedy is a good vehicle for break-
ing down stereotypes and getting across
political puints,” says Ey-
- mard. “People are relaxed
amd more receptive.

wps Gilbert, 1 can get \
away with saying lots of |
things that might be Aiffi-
cult otherwise. 1

“rm not trying to pre-
: ach, But, for once, gays
aren't the target. They’re
funny, but not at thelr
g own expense.”

BACKLASH

Inevitably, there will be,
some public reaction toa
series with a sympathetic
view of homosexualify. In
the showbusiness world
there has already been a ;
gay backlash in response
to the Aids scare, SO is
the time tight for this
series?

a1t's more imporfant
than ever for gays 1o be
visible,” says Eymard,
“1¢'s people who don't un-
derstand homosexuality
who are responsible {or
the so-calied backlash.

“What I've irled to say
. is that my sexuality isn't
invalid or inferior just
; S because it's different.
¥ i Gays are here and we're

’ : | buman, and it’s tlme peo-
- ple recogmised the fact
and left us alone.”

CRUSADER: Chris Eymard as th? cafe owner
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HEALTH MINISTER Dr.
Rory C’Hanlon was cen-
sured Dby various groups
vesterday for bringing
“moralizy” inte his anti-
Aids campaign,

There was  particular
criticism of the emphasis
in his advice on avoiding
the discase by remazining
faithful to one partoer,

Dr. O’Hanlon was
mnncMm.a of side-stepping
vital issues, such as pot
stressing the importance of
the use of condoms and

virtually ignoring  high-
risk  groups like homo-
sexuals  and intravenous '

drug abusers.
The Minister’s £300.000

public  information pro-
gramme, announced on
Friday, inciudes g tele-

vision advertisernent which
clearly outlines the dan-
gers of casual sex, byt

Risks to addicts,

gaysunder-played

wmakes no mention of the
perits of unszafe sex or
the risks LV. drug uscrs
take when using dirty
needles,

The campaign strongly
urges one-partuer sex or
“abstaining from sex alto-
gether” as ways of avoid-
ing  sexually - transmitred
Alds  (acquired immuns
deficiency syndrome).

The new Aids informa-
tion  booklet,  available
from pharmacists, doctors,
clinics and health boards,
ilates that “g strong con-
dom, correctly used, is
the single most effective
defence  against Alds for
sexualy active people not

In ‘ome faithful partner
relationships.

But Dr. O'Hanlon said
that it was up to the in-
dividual to make the deci-
sion to use condoms and
be stressed that thev were
note 100 per cent safe.

Rev. Paul Lavelle, co-
ordinator of the
Hierarchy's task force on
Aids, welcomed the ina
tormation programme. He
said it was a reponsible
campaign and he was in
favour of the emphasis on
the individual's need to
be personally responsible
for. their own sexual be-
haviour,

However, hs did agree

with other eroups that not
enough emphasi had been
put on the nisk of Aids
through drug abuse.

The Gay Health Action
Group’s Mr. Mick Quin-
lan said the campaign was
“sunplistic, ineffective and
moralising, and watered
down”,

Senaters Davi@ Norris,
Marv Robinson and Bren-
dan Ryan have propesed
2 meoticn in the Senate
that the Government im-
plement a full factual and
explicit  programme of
education with regard to
Alds. ,

The motion Proposes
that the use of cendoms
4s a preventative measure
against the disease should
be an important feature of
the programme and that ir

should be treated as an
issue  of public health
rather than of sexual
moralify,
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Hooded police
with AIDS man

A young Australian charged with house-hreaking was

. escorted into court in Sydney by police officers dressed

from head to toe in white protective clothing because he
was suffering from AIDS, :

Steven Attwoud (20), described by police as a homo- -
sexual prostitute and heroin addict suffering from hepa- !
itls as well as AIDS, appeared before the magistraies |
court bieeding from cuts io his face.

Attwood hurt himself when he fell out of 2 window
during his arrest, and police” will nmot touch him, lis
escorls wore hoods, plastic gloves and masks.

Wagistrate Brian Cook told Attwood that ne lawyer
was likely to come near him, adding, “I know 1

© wouldn't.” T

No plea was taken and Atiwecod was remanded in

custody. '

Sl
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Aids failure

TOQ LITTLE and too late, Delay :n publicly
confronting the AIDS problems may have been
understandable — with the change of Government
— but that does little to excuse this Government’s
failure to make up for lost time with Its ‘quite
inadequate response to this killer disease.

In lrish terms, AIDS now represents the
greatest @hreat to public health since T.B., but .the
Government’s campaign scarcely suggests that it
sees jt in those terms, .

It proposes to treat the least important aspect 2
of the AIDS problem as if it were the majer one.’

AIDS, by and largc, is' mot a heterom*xual_ :
problem, and that is what the Government’s
canmepaign, in the main, seems to be addréssing;

For homosexuals, it can be a problem, and “for =
drug users who inject drugs, it clearly is. They
are the group now most at risk in this country. .
They should be the subject of special attenrtmn,,—:_‘
and they are not. o

The Government, one feels, in Jaunching thls
campaign, is doing so more out of a sense of
inherited obligation than from any serious
conviction about the scale of the AIDS pmblem,,, ..
and the nced for a crisis response ' o

The Minister for Health should think agam._
Surely, as a recently practising doctor, he mush
accept that greater use of condoms is vital in
ensuring that the AIDS virus is not transmitted,

Yet, in this campaign, greater use .of condoms
is not directly advecated as a basic precaution for
those likely to be at risk, but as something
requiring discussion with a cioctor.

The use of condoms is not a medical matter.

It is plain common sense and Dr. Q'Hanlon should
know better.

Quotes of the week

"1 don’t give a damn about your view,'-—
Eritish Labour Party leader Neil Kinnock to the
party’s black rebels, o

“F ., . off.” British Health Mlmster Edwina
Currie to surgeon lan Hutchinson who criticised
her over health cuts. .

“We have a burning love for churches.”
Graffito on a Cologne Catholic Church during the
Pope's visit. A Church was burned two miles away.
“The orchestra is the pits.” — Wayne Sleep,
star dancer in the West End musical Cabayet,
whose remark halted the show for three nights.

“It reflects the egomaniacal self image: of a . . |
profoundiy insecure troubled perqbnality :
desperately needing public reassurance.” -- Dr,
Noe! Browne, reviewing “The Spirit of the
Nation,” collccted specches of Mr, Charles J.
Haughey. - |

“He ruined my career, you know.” . |
Photographer Linda MeCariney, wile of exe
Beatle Paul, .

“The basic flaw Is that it appears .to be
mimed ab ... people in secure family . untts
living traditional and largely sexual Qrthodox lives
who are least at risk of contracting this lethal
disease.”” — The Irish Times on the Geovernment's
AIDS campaign.

“Townsend Thoresen takes respansibility for
this casualty.” — Counsel at the Londen inquiry
into the Zeebrugge disaster,

. i,
ey P m ot
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sured by varions Sroups

Aids campaian.
There  was  particular

faithful to ooe partner

An absalistely confidential

telephone advice service will be availab

Friday 15th May as follows

MONDAY  11th
TUESDAY  12th
WEDNESDAY 6th & 13th
THURSDAY  7th & 14th
FRIDAY  8th& 15th

SIMPLY DIAL 10 AND ASK FOR
FREEFONE AIDS
or Dial (01)795577 Direct

le from Monday, 4th May tili

Department of Health

‘unbalanced’

- -
HEALTH MINISTER Dy, - R k t dd t
Rory O'Hanlon was cen- lS S O a’ lc S,
yesterday  f. bringing d I d
moraiey” o nis ey D ELY 'S U cr-playe
critleism. of the emphasis makes no mention of the In ‘one faithful partner

in his advice on avoiding perils of unsafe sex or relationships.

the disense by remaining the wusks LV, drug users But Dr. O'Hanlen said
teke  when

using  dirty that it was up to the in-

needles, dlvidual to make the deci-
Dr. O’Hanlon was The campaign strongly sion 10 use condoms and
aecused  of side-stepping Urges cne-partner scx or be stressed rhat they were
vital isiues, such as not “abstainlng " from gex alto- nole 100 per cent safe,
stressing the importance of gether” a3 ways of void- Rev. Panl Lavelle, co-
the use of condoms and ing  sexually - ransmitted ordinator of the
Virtually . igaoring  high- Aids  tacquired  Immune- Hierarchy's task force on
risk  groups jiké homao- deficiency syndrome). Aldd, welcomed 1he  in.
sexudls and intravenous The new Aids informa- tormation programme, He
drug wbugers. tion  booklelt,  available sald it was a yeponsible
The Minister's £500,000 £, phacmacists, doctors,  compaign and he was in
public information  pro-  clinios and health “boards, favour of rthe emphasis on
granvme, annoonced op statos that " sirong con- the individual's need to
Friday, ' includes 2 tele. dom, correctly used, is be personally responsible
vislon advertisement which thé single most effective for thelr own sexuval be-
clerrly outfines the dan- defence  against Ajds  for havionr,
§ers of casual sex, but sexualy actlve peopla not Bowever, he did agree

7 p.m, to 10 p.m,
2pm.to5 pm,
2p.m, to5 p.m.
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
2p.m.to5 pam.

with other groups that not
enougk amphasi had been
put on the risk of Aids
through diug abose.

The Gay Health Action
Group's Mr. Mick Quin-
lan said the campaign was
"ssmplistie, Ineffective and
moralising, and  watered
wowa",

Senators David Norris,
Mary Robinson and Bren-
dan. Ryan have propoged
4 motion in the Senate
that the Government im-
plemeat a tull factual and
explicit  programme of
edncation  with regard to
Alds.

The mation proposas
that the wuse of condoms

ds a preventative measire
Against the disease should
be an impaortane feature of
the programme ang thar it
should be “treated as an
issuo  of publig hezlth 5
rather than of sexual
morality,
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it Is writhing In convui~
flons over it apparenily
coniradictory  afltltudes
& which tolally lorbids all
§ methods of ariifical birlh
Ml conlol yel proscribes any
[ ‘ont: of assisted concepticn.
[l "he nod traditional
B lcachings it lays down on
Ml helerosexual ioving tor the
M 1aithful nas been rocked by
s relentless allacks on
nomaosesuals - and thg re-
valplionthal 8 dozen monks
and prests in the United
States ara dying from AIBS
N The numbers of Catholic
y clergy suMtering from AIDS
B SUO0ests that they are now
na "high risk ‘calegory -
f well below mtravenovus
afug users and San Fran-
CSCO gays hut approach-
ing lhe 'ncigence amang
<i@aihans anad prosidylas
Gay suppon groups now
ccuse the Chorch ot a
deﬁfﬂﬂlﬂg SHeNce Apcul the
numbers ol s clergy wh
have been actively invelved
™ NOmasexual encouniers
ARkhough only 12 manks
and presis mo e United
Stales are delnuely kngwn
o have AIDS .

means ong onesl o overy
1,400
Siatistics  have shown
thet for esch AIDS victim
there ar¢ as many as 50 Io
190 already inlecied with
the virys and thal lakes the
ralie of Inlected priests vp
1o 8 slaggering five to lon
Hper cenl of Amerlca's
Cathalic clergy, which <on-
Hlrms their status as a “high
drisk” group.

12 SUNDAY WORLD MAY 3rg, 1987

THE Catholic Church in the United States is in
W 4 deepening crisis over Lhe increasingly com-
i plicaled ares of human and sexual relations.

Just ona member of the
clergy has gone puplic -
and he was disowned by
the Church.

Murio Riveccio, larmerly
of St Anslem's Abbey In
New Hampshire, appearad

- Priests anc
- falling 1o

on the main CBS £ g
News bullatin ang then tald
Ihe Washington Post, ‘ you
can't say from the time a per -
son goes inte a monastery
until thoy die or feave ihat
they're noi geing to haw
another sexual axperignce.”
Alawyer for St Anstem's,
Mr. Jnseph O Keelfe, said:
“Riveccio was rever a fully
fledged monk, and there-
fore should not be using the
name Brother Mario, nor
should he bu wearing a
monastic  hanit.  Anyone
who quits is not aulomati-
eally llowed bagk in*

_Diagn@ -

Rivacco iefl the ordar i
1984 nut relurned as a lay
brother nine months laler
following his diagnosis. He
15 now barred Trom thg
Abbay

Othar cases have since
Yecome public, An Irlsh
Amatlzan priest Fr, Declan
Daly of St Palriok's Stalen
island, MNew York, died
shorliy altter dlagnosis
three years ngo.

Paul Hanno ni Worckhes-
ler, Massachusells, died
Iasl October and, accurding
t lhe Mational Catholic Re-
porter. “He received 1he
besl madical. soinfual and
psychological cara. The
Buzhop was with bim during
the most critical times™”

* NEW YOAX, which has

“osoph Avella, a New
York Padua priesl who diay
recently. "Was able 10 use
his illness 1o help others
with . AIDS He smg God
chose him v help others
understand  and  accep:”
According to Falher
Michael Lopez wiv con-
duets an AIDS minkstry lor
the archdiocese of San
Frangisco.

Others have been lass lor-
tunale. The treatmenl of
one New York priest has Jad
10 @ law suit from Dr. Kevip
Chaill, a former medical ad-
visor 1o Governor Bugh
Carey who was flown lo
Rome lo reat Pope John
Paul Il after his atteripled
assassination in {931,

The prias! said (hal alter
an AlDS test proved posi-
tve, Or. Cithikand his super-
Ml 1ors told him to double-bag
B (s rubbish and keep his
own dishes seperate. A
second (osl proved nega-
tive but instead ol Ireating
Ihe rosull as good news, the
Prigst says his superors
jl I1ied 1o scare tm back 1o
[l celibacy.

i A rellalous brother whe

counsels AIDS victims says
that the Church's usual
reaction Is lo fgnore the
problem.

nNew Yorh, which as the
workl's highest number of
reporled AiDS cases i the
quneral  popidation.  the
Chuich & sdent -- aven
thougiy reporls ol priests
with AIDS bocamée known
in 1983,

Celibacy

Al least Tour archdig-
<esan priesls — those not
aflached to a particular
order - have died irom the
diseasc in Now York City.
according o two  local
priests whe counsel AIDS
patients.

Auailiary Bishop Einer
san Moore says that a Fran.
cI5¢an priest was diagnosed
while living 1n his home

However a spokesman
tor Cardinal John C'Con.
nor said "W kinow of ng
Archdiocesin priosls wilh
AIDS. We have no inform-
ban eboul othersin the dio-
cese”

The spokesinan added

1hal priasts who were diag-
nosed as sulfering ifrom
AIDS would be treated as
thaugh they had any ofhar
comparable serlous lliness
and thal those wha went
public in announciag 1hat
they had the disease, "We
wauld deal with each case
as |t came.”

Asihe only major religion
demanding celibacy from
ils clergy, the Catholic
Ghurch is by far the most
powarful opponant of Gay
Rights In America. Ana
priests wilh AIDS are a
growing embarrassmant ba-
Causuilis shill widely regarg-
od as a "gay disease”

In Washington Fr, Aobert
Curran, a lucturer in morat
thealagy, lost his job aligr
issenting onabortien, inas-
turbabien. divorce and
nomosexuality.

Lasl yeur Archbishop
Raymond Hunthausen o
Jealtle, who came 1o nat-
longl prominence nflar vo-
lusing lo pay laxes in pro-
test ggainst nuglsar
wonpens, was disciplined
afer holding a gay Masa in
fus Cathedral

gurng {0 axplod
L | p

'monks
."DSQQQ '

Tho Amsrican bishops
who have said they lavour
“oplional celibacy” for
priests, throughiheir organ-
isalion, hava nol chosen to
use their Infiuence 1o win
gragler license lar their
clergy or congregation.

The weokly newspaper,
National Catholic Reporter,
has been pliching In on be-

ha!t of homosexuals. Dis-
puling Cardinal Ratzinger's
diblical evldence thal homo-
sexuallly Is 4 sin, one articie
pelnted oul thal the clly of
Sodam was punishedfor its
Inhosplislity, the gang-
raping of vislors (Genesia
X, |-}, and not for sexuwal
prelerance,

They sald ihal sedomites
lusted after angsts not men
{Jude VI, 7) which is a differ-
ant matter, They pointed
oul thal the gnestic gospels
wore even less  certain
about  Christ's  colibacy.
Where, for instance, the
Gospal according lo Mary
Magdalen, or Christ's twin
biother Thomas, ofler evi-
dence that he was not cali-
bate.

Richard Wagner, a San
Francisco pries| was strip-
ped of his aulhority after
publishing a study of gay
priesis, says: "The Hiar-
archy wanis lo flex s
muscle, and right now gays
arg an easy larget. The
Church will eat its young be-
Tore It gives up power.”

His study In 1981 inclu-
ded Kinsey-style SUMNVOYS, in-
sluding the attitudes of 5(1
selft-avidently gay priesis.

Sald Wagner: “Aft but twe
Wwere Involved in partnerec
s&x and only six said they
walhed monggameus rela-
lionships. There was a
slrong tendency for them to
have gex with someons
only once. If my survey 1s
represenlalive, cansidering
Iha long incubation period
lor AIDS, the Church is sit-
ling on a situation that is

|REPORT

SAM STH

From New i

i
York ... |

Wagner said Ihal “beha
viour modificatfon” tech
nigues used by the Churcl
Includes a treatment pro
gramme In Arlington, Vir
ginia where, al one Mass i
priests were instructed ¢ ;
rip up membership cards o:
gay bath-houses durlng the
breaking of the broad,

However John Harvoy
whodirecis the pragramme
and runs & discussior
group caflod Gouraga, o
gay clesgy In the archgdio-
cese of New Yaik, has ne
recoflleclion of such a Mass
He said: "Overall we dont
geinfor thatkind of drama”

Since 1878 more thar
200 piiests have gona
ihraugh the programme,
which Hardey describes as |
"an ascslical programme
modelled pn Ad, It can be
calfed behaviour modica-
tion enly in that we try o
give these priests some
sense ol how to comrot
1helr inglinations " H

Damage

In New York the Church
funs 4 city-fundets hospice
for AIDS victims in Gresn-
wich Village and & number
ol parishes around tha
coeuntry have independently
sot up seducation panels
and groups to reach out to
haig AIDS sutferars.

In a widely publicised
case AIDS Project LA, a
group trying 1o help His-
pahics in Los Angales, was
told ta leave church
facilities.

Aspokesman ior the arch-
diocase, Fr. Joseph Batl-
sglin, sald “The Herald
ExanVner (newspaper) ran
a headiine saying, ‘Church
sanctione use of condoms.
It was clear tn the article
that this was not a matter of
Church sanction, but tha
damage had been done.”

Fr. Bilt McNichals, a
priest with an AIDS ministry|
in Manhattan saig, “The
Church never responds 10
its demands. You can'|
splash reality in the face. it
18 moved by holingss I've
encountered sa many AiDS!
patients wha have found
fight in their Winess, ang
made olhars see (L The
Chureh will come around
when il discovers (hal there
are gay peopie who bave
led Aull Christian lives ang
lacad death with courage.”

SL/O\
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B | Sorters are given
BR | protective gloves

SORTERS at Dublin's
Sheriff Street Post
Office have been
issued with protective
gloves to prevent
them contracting
AIDS.

This follows a number of
cases where blood samples
for testing have been sentin
bottles which have broken
in the post.

The difficulty has arisen
because some doctors
maintain that they are un-
able:to obtain unbreakable
containers in which tc send
the samples.

Yesterday Professor
trene Hillery, who is in
charge of the country's
main virus and infection
testing laboratery at Uni-
versity Gollege Dublin, said.
“Idealty ail samples should

be posted in purpose-made
plastic tubing.

“But as far as | am aware
the only company in the
country manufacturing
these will not handle any
orders smaller than five
hundred.”

She said she hoped to
solve the problem by plac-
ing orders for the con-
tainers herself and in tum
distributing themto general
practitioners.

Minimal

Professor Hillery  said
that postal authorities had
anxiousty contacted her on
three or four occasions re-
cently after samples had
broken in the post.

“although the danger of
contracting AIDS in this
way are minimal, | can
understand their worry,”

she said.

% advise them not fo
panic and telt them to use
rubber gloves when clean-
ing up. We then collect the
samples in black plastic
bags.”

The Governmen's £%
million anti-A1DS drive got
under way this weskend.

The campaign stresses
the danger of drug abuse
and promiscuous Sex.

For those who engage in
sex with more than one
pariner, the publicity urges
the use of a strong condom,
but warns that condoms
cant offer 100 per cent
protection.

There will be extensive
advertising on radio,
newspapers and TV and a
booklet prepared by the
Health Education Bureau
will also be issued.




Sunday Worlid
3" May 1987

e

sy

HNDAY-WORL

A NEwW explicit and

easy-to-read leaflet
on AIDS has been pro-
ducedforthe country's
student Population,

And unlike many ather
publications the New leaflet
telis People how lhey
‘can't” get AlDS as well as
how they tan avoid it.

Julian Daty of Trinity
College inDubiin who pub-
lished the ieaflet saig:

"The leaflet is aimed at
dispelling the myths about
the disease; shattering the
Complacency that it ‘can't
happen to me’ and giving
Quidelines to minimise the
risk of infaction,”

The idea for the publica-

: tiqn was first floated by the

Trinity students union three

. wesks ago because of the
+ Government's siow reaction
_ 1o the crigjs,

~ "We wondered how fong

the people have to wait or
it o

o, M?"‘s"’«'a"d- 1967 -

AIDS

how many are to dig before
the Government launch an
anti-AtDs campaign,” add-
ed the second year English
student from Cork.

The 25 universities and
cotleges both North and
South of the border took
part in the project and on
Monday week 30,000
copies  were distributed
nationwide by Fast Track.

Aimed

The leaflet is also almed
at the country’s thousands
of fun-loving students who
travel each year to the Us

“for summer work and are
maore open than most to the
dreaded disease.

!t was originally intendec
to direct-mait the AIDS in-
formation to Trinity  stu-
dents but that got the
thumbs down from the coll-

ege authorities. "They felt it :

I R

GUIDE
STUDENTS

would be offending the sen- |
sibility of some students °

1 A 2

and ‘their parents” Jufian
Daly added.

The fold-out leaflet is diyi-
ded into 10 sections which
cover every aspect of the
disease including a section
onhow you CAN'T contract
AIDS;

* Normal casua! everyday
‘contact with an infected per-
s0n.

* Eating with, or sharing
plates, cups, glasses, cut-
lery, communion cup with
an infected person,

* Using bathrooms, lava-
lorles or swimming pools,

* Receiving blood or blood
products — all blood ig heat
treated and screeneg for
AlDS.

* By donating blogg — they
always use new needlas
{anyone who feels they
may. be infectad should
NOT denate blood orcarry
an organ donor card).
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Killer virus ‘like AIDS for dogs’

THOUSANDS of Irish dogs
will  suffer  needless  and
agonising deaths this autumn—

all because their owners will
not inoculate their pets against
a Killer disease which has been

. likened to AIDS,

!

|

Speaking during a veterinary
seminar on animal healtheare held
in Dun Laoghaire yesterday, Mr,
John  Bainbridge of the Irish
Veterinary Union  said the killer
disease “parvo virus” is set to kill
off thousands of pet dogs this year
urtless they are vaceinated,

By NIALL MARTIN
sarva  virus kills almost all un-
treated  dogs  within  davs  after
painful and severe symploms have
weakened the victims,

According  to Mr. Bainbridge
such needless suffering can be pre-
vented with one simple injection
costing less than £20 which alse
protects dogs from other diseases
that can have similar affects.

Parve virus  reached epidemic
proportions in Ireland last year
with  vets in towns and cities
throughout the country reporting

thousands of cases,

The discase is particularly ram-

pant in urban housing estates ac-
cording to the Tallaght-hased vet
because dogs in such estates have

maore frecdom and are allowed to
roam the slreets passing on  the
virus,

Mr. Dainbridge also warned dogsf

owners, especially those who have
recently purchased puppies, to have
them wormed immediately and at
regular intervals.

“Pups and bitches that have just
given birth tend to have worms,
which are passed to a child wher
playing with an
and can cause permanent blind-

infected animal !

ness” he said,
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| "Rzlt__e Aid Sets Pact to Buy i

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

PHILADELFPHIA - Rite Aid Corp.
said it reached a definitive agreement to.
acquire Sherwin-Williams Co.’s Gray
Drug - Fair Inc. unit for between $115
million ahd $120 million.

“'Rite Aid, an operator of discount

drugstores, aute-parts stores and book
stores, said the purchase price is slightly
more than the unit’s book value. It said
the final price is subject to accounting
adjustments,

Shiremanstown, Pa.-based Rite Aid
said it expects the acquisition to add
about $500 milllon to its annual revenue.
For the flscal year ended Feb. 28, Rite
Aid posted revenue of $1.76 billion.

Rite Aid recently expanded with the
acquisition of stores from Kroger Co.’s
SupeRx division and from Gray Drug
Fair for about $110 miliion,

Cleveland-based Sherwin-Williams,
one of the U.8.’s best-known makers of
paint, said the sale will complete its exit
from the drugstore business.

Sherwin-Willlams acquired the Gray
Drug Fair unil for $55 million in 1381 in
the hope that it would even out the
company’s cyclical paint and coatings
business and boost profit margins, None-
theless, the chain has contributed only
marginally to profit in recent years.

Analysts think Sherwin-Williams will
use proceeds of the sale to finance

Unit of Sherwin-Williams |
|

acquisitions related to its core business |
or to step up openings of its chain of paint |

stores,

Rite Aid shares closed Friday at $35,
unchanged, and Sherwin-Williams's at
$34.125, off $1.125, both in New York
Stock Exchange composite trading.

S o
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Protein Licensed to U.S. Unit of Sandoz
Can Help AIDS Patients, Scientists Say

By MARILYN CHASE

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

SAN DIEGO - Scientists said early tests
show that a new human protein successfully
can treat the probiem of anemia in acquired
immune deficiency syndrome. - .

The protein, naturally produced by the
body in small amounts, was syntheslzed by

gene-spileing techniques at Genetics Insti-

tute Inc. of Cambridge, Mass., and is
licensed to Sandoz Itic. of Hanover, N.J. The
pharmaceutical unit of Sandoz AG of
Switzerland financed the clinical trial,

Jerome Groopman, a researcher at New
England Deaconess Hospital in Boston, told
scientlsts at a meeting here that he treated
16 AIDS patlents with the protein, a
blood-cell growth factor called GM-CSF. He
sald all patients’ white blood-cell counts
resumed normal levels. Side effects in-
cluded mild aches, chills and fever. Phle-
bitis, an inflammation of the veins, occurred
in four patients.

Inviting Infections

Dr. Groopman's findings, if borne out in
‘further tests, would be important hecause
Jow white blood count invites infections that
can be fatal to people whose immune system
is weakened by AIDS, cancer chemotherapy
or other disorders. As reported, tests of

GM-CSE apainst cancer began at M.D..

Anderson Hospital in Houston, using a
version of the protein made by Imnmunex
Corp. of Seattle,

Anemia is a double-barreled problem in
AIDS. AIDS patients often suffer a lowered
white count from the syndrome itseli. In
addition, lowered white count is a complica-
tion of therapy with Burroughs-Wellcome
Co.'s azidothymidine, or AZT, the only drug
so far cleared for treatment of the fatal
disorder. Burroughs-Wellcome is a U.S. unit
-of Wellcome PLC of the UK.

Dr. Groopman said  the synthesized

protein also may block reproduction of HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS. He said that five
out of nine patients in the test experienced a
drop in viral proteins in their blood after
threatment with GM-CSF, Three patients
had no change, and one showed an increase.
But GM-CST needs more study before it can
be considered an anti-viral drug.

‘Further Study

Dr. Groopman emphasized that his early
results warrant further study in an ex-
panded group of patients with both AID3
and a variety of malignancies, inchuding
lung cancer, breast cancer and lymphoma.

“The question is whether GM-CSF will
improve host defenses,”” Dr. Groopman
said, Yet to be proven is whether the protein

will live up to its performance in the
test tube, where it has shown that it may
prevent infection-fighting cells from mi-
grating from an infection site and boost
;tumor-fighting capability of killer cells.
" Despite Dr. Groopman's refusal to pre-
view his results to nhon-scientists until
Saturday's meeting of the American Soclety
of Clinical Investigation, apparent leaks to
Wall Street from other sources sparked
a near-doubling of Genetics Institute’s stock
price, from the low 20's in January to the
low 40's in recent weeks. In over-the-counter
trading Friday, Genetics Institute closed at
$41.25, down 12.5 cents.

Drug Developments

Scientists from the National Institutes of
Health also presented AIDS drug develop-
ments. H. Cliff-Lane of the National
Institute for Allergy and Infectlous Diseases
gaid tests of alpha interferon-induced tumer
shrinkage in some patients with Kaposi's
Sarcoma, an AIDS-linked malignancy. But
he noted that the drug had no effect when
patients’ T4 cells, a type of immune sentry

ravaged by the dise ad fallen below 100
a cubic millimete gh manufactured

by a number of companies, alpha inter{eron
for the test was supplied by Schering-Plough
Corp.

In addition, two new members of the AZT
family of drugs are advancing thr-ough
development at the National Cancer Insti-
tute. Dideoxyadenosine, or DDA, and cyan-
othymidine, or CNT, like AZT are false
buiiding biocks of DNA that insert them-

igelves Into the virus and interrupt its

replication,

Samuel Broder, NCI's chief of clinical
oncology, sald he hopes to begin human
trials of DDA this summer because test-tube
studigs suggest that it is less toxic fo the
bone marrow than AZT, Saturday’s meeting
marked the first publie menticn of CNT,
which appears as active as AZ™ in tlssue
culture and thus “‘should be anoher andi-
date for pre-clinical development,” Dr.
Broder said.

Scientific Skepticism

A presentation about ICN Pharme.ceuti-
cal Inc's drug ribaviran, however,
prompted a renewal of scientific skep:icism
about the drug. Several sclentists sugested
that the patients receiving a placeso, or
sugar pill, as a control, who should have
been carefully selected to match patients in
the drug group, were perhaps sicker at the
outset. Thus they developed AIDS much
faster, making the drug recipients look
good.
“1 wonder how carefully patients were
evaluated,’”” Dr. Groopman said. “How
many placebo patients may hav: had
brewing cases' of pnetrnonia?

Peter N.R. Heseltine, a researcher at the
University of Southern California, denied
that there was any statistical '‘manipula-
tion,” but he conceded that differerces in
patients' T4 cells did affect the disease's
progression. He maintained that the drug
“has promise’” but needs further study.
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Independent
5t May 1987

Testing for Aids in secret

Dear Sir,

I would like to support the case
made by Nicholas Timmins for
“Secret  Aids screening” (27
April) but take issue with the title
of the article, which, ¥ believe,
confuses the understanding of
two different types of procedure
that need to be considered sepa-
rately,

In the public mind, “screening”
is understood to mean the perfor-
mance of a test or tests aimed at
identifying a treatable condition
such as an incipient cancer of the
cervix. The ethical justification
for screening is the unwritten con-
tract that the screener is propos-
ing to benefit the health of the
population to which the test is of-
fered. For this, individual consent
is clearly needed,

The separate type of proce-
dure, to which Mr-Timmins is re-
ferring, is more accurately classed
as an epidemiological, or popula-
tion, survey. Under this head, in-
dividual benefit is not proposed
(although where effective treat-
ment is available, ethicaily this
must be offered); the object is the
furtherance of medical knowl-
edge or the monitoring of some
disease condition,

In an epidemiological survey, it

is not ethically required that indi-
vidual conscat be obtained. For
such community-based research,
the World Health Organisation
guidelines state:

Where research is under-taken
on a community basis — for
example, by experimental
treatment of water supplics, by
health services research or by
large-scale trials of new insec-
ticides ... individual consent
on a person-to-person basis
may not be feasible, and the
ultimate decision to undertake
the research will rest with the
responsible public health au-
thority. Nevertheless, all possi-
ble means should be used to
inform the community con-
cerned. of the aims of the re-
search , ... If feasible, dissent-
ing individuals should have the
option of withholding their
participation.

It would seem, therefore, that it
should be ethical to carty out epi-
demiological surveillance for
Alds without individual consent,
providing that a method of sam-
pling can be used that will give
scientifically valid results.

Yours faithfully,
Dr J. M. G, WILSON
Musselburgh, Midlothian
29 April
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Dochrs get go-ahead @
for new vaccine trials A

HIV Vaccineappraval has  tal Infection. virus as opposed to one of

just been given for Twenty-four volunteers will  those on the surface which |
dortors, at St racslve the the vacine In the  constantly change. I
Stephens Hospital - Mirst phase of the study due Even If this vaccinels sug-

to last six months. The main cagsiul it wilk take about five

Chelsea in West London _ |
' purpose of this phase is to yeats of further large scale

to test a revolutionary

g : look for any possible side testing before it gots onto
new vaccine against HIV. - 0 y possible side the market. The chances of
on volunteers later this Dr Brian Gazzard, Consultant ~ Suctess are hard to gauge
yesar, ' Physiclan at St Stephens, and some leading scientists
The vaccine Is made up “wilt he conducting the trial  +iike Prof Arie Zuckermian, of.
from antibodies agalnst - and is considering including | the London Schoot of |
HGP-30, which is an arfifl-  antibody positive volunteers * Hygeine and Tropical Medi- |
clally created proteln very  as weti, at some stage. B cine, want to play down the |
similar to one of the more. potential of this vaccine lest
stable protelns In HIV itselt.  This vaccine is differentio - it raise peoples’ hopes un-
Because the vaccine more conventional vaccines . necessatily. Dr Gazzard is
contains no HEV derived . against diseases like ‘flu’ or. cautiosly optimistic about
proteins, tesearchers are = measles, because it Is aimed -  the prospects for vaccines:-. .
confident that there will be  at recognising o protein in goneral. R
rio risk whatever of acciden-  under the surface of the . “

Su-




