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Aids cure near

A MAJOR obstacle to the
development of an cffec-
tive Aids vaccine is close
to being overcome by
scientists, according to
Prof, Luc Montagnier, pf
the Institut Pasteur in
Paris, who  discovered
bolh types of human Aids
virus.

Onc French  team  has
ajready immculatcld volun-
teers with an Alds  vace-
¢ine, to measpre the way

the body's immunie system
responds.

But there is at present
no satisfactory way to sec
if the wvaccine provides
protection because no one
wants to be deliberately
infected with the virus re-
sponsible for Alds.

Prof. Montagnier said
he was “pretty confident™
a method to test vaccihes
on animals would be de-
veioped,  perhaps  within
the year,
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Liz hits
“stars”
silence

Actress Elizaheth Taylor has

-condemned fellow stars whao

refuse 1o speak ont dgainst
AIDS,
“There are s0 wmany that

eould raise their voices buf

they remain silent,” she said,
“Everybody can see we are

moving towards a catastrophe, :
but where are ihe wvoices of.
those who can be heard bry:

the masses?”

She attacked the “scandal-

aus reporting” of her friend
Bock Hudson’s death. .

Many ireat the disease as
“aothing buf =z dirty joke",
she told Woman’s Own maga-
zine.

No one is safe from AIDS,
the actress warned, '

She said: “When T {hink of
how any transfusions I've
had in the last 10 years...it
makes me realise how SUSCEP-
tible we all aye™,

Liz’s message is: "The days

-of  being  promiscuous Are

over. ] -
"Fhe disease is oul there -
and when you ealch {t yon

T W

t

Ale. You die- horribly, and so |

many die alone”.
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Norris
replies to
‘bishop

on AIDS

SENATOR David Norris yesterday
attacked the Church of ireland for
what he called its " *‘shameful
record of discrimination in
employment’” against gay people in
a number of dioceses. He recalled
a recent case in which the Archdi-
ocese of Dublin had dismissed and
evicted from his home “‘a young
sutburban curate purely on the
basis that he was involved in a
fong-term  monogamous relation-
ship with another man.”

Senator Narris was replying to a
speech made at last wegk'’s Church
of Ireland Symod in  which the
Bishop of Down, Dr Gordon
McMullan, said the AIDS cpidemic
was ‘‘a frightening example of the
way in which certain lifestyles
bring havoec not only to those whao
indulge in immoral behaviour, but
also to innocent victims.”'

Senator Norris said: **This
attempt to create a two-tier system
of patients — the immoral on the
one hand and the innocent victim
on the other — will be deplored by
anyone who is seriously committed
to the central message of
Christianity.”
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Taylor attacks Reagan

for advice on AIDS

STARS who keep silent on the
danger of AIDS for fear of damag-
ing their careers are attacked by
Elizabeth Taylor in an interview
published today in Woman's Own
magazine,

“There are so many that could
have raised their voices but they
remained silent,” she said.
“Everybody could see we were
moving towards a catastrophe but

i where were the voices of those

who could have been heard by
the masses?”

She warned that no one is safe
from 'AIDS. “When I think of
how many transfusions I've had
in the last 10 years . . . it makes

i you realise how susceptible we all

are,”

Miss Taylor condemned Presi-
dent Reagan, calling his attitude
“just amazing." She said: “He
has been poorly advised. [ am
sure he has been told to stay
away from the subject.”

In his Iast State of the Union
address, President Reagan advi-
sed American youth to abstain
from sex to protect themselves.
“His advice is not wvery practi-
cal,” Miss Taylor said.

After her close [riend Rock
Hudson died from the discase,
Miss Taylor became national pre-
.sident of the American Founda-
tion for Aids Research.

“The sensational trealment, the
scandalous reporting of Rack’s
death disturbed me deeply. The
attitude of many people just
sickened me, They didn't speak
out openly about AIDS, but dealt
with 11 as if it was nothing but a
dirty joke."

In contrast to President
Reagan’s advice, her message,
however, was: “The days of
being promiscucus are over.
Casual hopping from bed to bed,
going 10 a bar to pick up or be
picked up is inviting danger.

“If you're going to have sex,
use a condom or a spermicide.
The disease is out there and
anyone who practices unsafe
behaviour can catch it. And when
you catch it, then you die. You
die horribly and so many dic
alone.™

The World Health Organisation
has drawn up a questionnaire to
be filled out by countries that
impose AIDS tests, the organisa-
tion’s chief AIDS researcher, Dr.

Jonathan Mann, said in Geneva !

yesterday.

Itl-defined sereening  testy
against the discase, Acquired
Immune Deficiency  Syndrome,
could be “indiscreet, expensive
and inefficient," and even
“violate fundamental human
rights,” Dr, Mann explained,

The questionnaire covers
“logistical, technical, economic,
legal, ethical and social” aspects
of AIDS tests. It will be pre-
sented at the third internationa!
conference on AIDS in Washing-
go;: next week, from June 1ist to
th.

National health officiais in
countries imposing the AIDS test
will have to detail the reasons and
methods of the testin campaign,
the size of the poquation being
tested, and the social impact of
the campaign, among other
questions,

Japanese scientists have found

that in laboratory experiments a
pine cone extract, used in Japan
to treat stomach tumours and
leukaemia, inhibits the spread of
the AIDS virus. — (PA, AFP,
AP)
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The AIDS
campaign

IT 1S being suggested that
the use of condoms to prevent
the transmission of the AIDE
virus is legitimate, and that
the use can be condoned by
the Church. The intention it
not contraceptive, the argw
ment runs, and so the use it
not covered hy the Church’
condemnation of contraception.

Bul a prior question needs
to be faced. Is the use of the
condom 2 direct sterilisation
of the act of sexual inter
course? If it is, then the use
is morally unacceptable
regardless of the intentien
inspiring it. ,

] find it impossible to see
how wearing a condom cun he
other than an act of direct
sterilisation.. The intention
may be to prevent the trans
mission of the AIDS virus
but the deed sterilises directly
the act of intercourse.

The sterilisation may not be
what is directly desired, but it
is s0 directly caused that- it
cannot  he put oulside the
intention. In short, 1 do net
see how the principle of dow
ble effect can be applied here,
and so the use of the condom
does fall under the Chureh's
general prohibition and can
not he condoned.

MIVHAEL €. McGUCKIAN

) ST
Della Strada,

Dooradoyle Road,
Limerick.
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Warning issued on
condom machines

By Andy Poilak

“DON'T buy your condoms in
nightclubs™ was™ the message yes-
terday from politicians, chemists
and contraceptive importers — all
of whom asked not to be quoted
— when questioned about the
installation of contraceptive
vending machines in four late-
i hight discos and clubs in Leeson
Street, Dublin,

The Minister of State at the
Department of Health, Mr Terry
Leyden, declined to comment
further on his earlier insistence
that condoms could only be
bought legally through chemist
shops and health board clinics.
He said that any change in the
law to allow™ contraceptive
vending machines in pubs and
nightclubs as part of the campaign
against AIDS would be a decision
for the Minister, Dr (’Hanlon. Dr
('Hanlon was not available for
comment,

A number of chemists in central
Dublin pointed out that they sold
packets of 12 condoms for prices
ranging from £3 to £3.25, whersas
the machines in the nightclubs
were vending them at £6 for
packets of six.

One pharmacist, who asked not
to be named, said it sounded like
“an expensive way to cap an
expensive aight.”

On RTE radio a spokesman for
the company installing the
condom machines, who declined
to give either his name or the
name of his company, insisted
that he was not inferested in
making large profis. Asked about
the high price of his condoms, he
said: “We feel that's a fair price,
| especially for Leeson Street, be-
cause we feel that many people
who go to Leeson Street have gol
a lot of money.”

He added that the nightclub :

owners had promised that 50 per
cent of the proceeds from the

machines would to to the anti- °

AIDS campaign,

The manager of a Leeson Street
night club, who asked to remain
anonymuus, ssid when questioned
about his machines illegality: “If

the Government force the point
we will have no choice but to put
the ‘out of order’ sign on
machines. We'd have 1o take
them away and give in to the
genf:ral hypocrisy in the coun-
try.”

A spokesman for the main
importers of Durex, Weifarc
Hygiene Ltd, who asked that his
name shouvld not be used, said
public contraceptive vending
machines of any kind were
against the law, He did not know
who was behind the nightclub
condom machine company.
“There’s no way Durex would be
as_sgciatcd with these people,” he
said,

The elusive installers of the
condom mathines were
contactable only through Leeson
Street nightclub managers, who
themselves were unavailable for
comment up to 10 o’clock last
night,

The exception, and the only
man in the whole saga who did
not mind being quoted, was
Freddy, the manager of Fanny
Hill's night ciub, who said that a
man called Dermot had installed
the machine on Sunday night, and
gave The Irish Times a telephone
number. There was no reply. “If
anyone objects to the machines
we'll just have to throw it out,”
he said, “But it’s a pity — we
feel we're helping the AIDS cam-
paign. It's better to spend a few
pounds on a condom than millions
on dealing with the disease.”
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Sex book ban
wrong: Senator

THE USE of the <{en-
sorship of  Publications
Acts to ban books c¢on-
taining  information on
sexually transmitted dis-
eases could have dis-
astrous cofisequences,
Trinitysenator ~ David
‘Norris has warned,

And with the spread of
Aids, it is vital that any
information that aifects
people’s health should not
be withheld from the
public, he declared.

“It is crucial that the
citizen should have In-
formation on  sexually
transmitted diseases,”
Senator Norris told a
meeting on Censorship or-
ganised bythe Library As-
sociation of Treland.

‘And in two or three-
vears time people will not
be talking about morality
because of the Alds
epidemic as hospitals will
not be able to cope with

the projected number of
terminally il patients suf-
fering from the disease.

" Senator Norris said that
in a recent articla in the
Evening Herald a civil
servant explained that the
controversial book “The
Joy of Sex” had been
batned because It was
“offensive to the moralm
ajority.”

“T thought thls was a
very sinister statement,"
said  Senator Norrls, 1
have .scen the so-called
moral  majority in  the

United  States  burning .

bocks and when people
start burning books they
won't stop until they start
burning people,”

Senator Norrls gald 1t
was  very dangerous to
prevent access to Ideas
and he could not under-
stand how a book called
“Common Sense  About
Ser” had been banned re-
cantly,

R .
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IN a concession to mounting pubiic. ahxiety,

candidates are adding AIDS to their issues

"It is an issue that makes polificians cringe” an
aide to one 1988 White House hopeful says

"i privately, “because it brings together homosexuality,

i sexual disease and death, three items which- we wish

to actively remain

unenlightened”. .

Immune Deficlency Syndrome

1| destroying ~the body’s immune
system, Expebls say the toll
| could reach 20C,00G . by 1991,
Some 1.5 million are estimated
to be carrying the virus. Opin-
ion polls puts AIDS near the

publle concerns. Pubiie anxiety

succeed President Reapan by
way of the 1983 election to
take positions on AIDS.

Seven Democrats and seven
" Republicans are candidates for
their parties’ nomination or

prosgure te balance the protece
Hon of public health. through
quarantines, testing or eduea.
{ Hori with _preservation of pri-
vacy and civil rights.
1 "I think most men and
women of good will want fo
‘make sure you protect the pri-
vacy . of cilizens", Republican
1 presidential  candidate, Jack
| Kemp, said in 2 recent inter-
view. "Buol they also think
there sheuld be some publie
heaith protection tha
questions are going to be how
far and how 'do you protect
privacy?” 5 -
The candidates are generally
seeking 'a safe middle  ground
wilh vague proposals- for more
research "and education, a tac.
tic Lhat lessens chances AIDS
‘will “hecome a' bitter 'partisan

{ national AIDS study comission.

But there is polential for |

confliet between those with
‘| extreme opposing views on the
- safety ‘versus vights issues; as
was ilfustrated by an indirect
" exchange between Republican

Pat  Hobertssn, a television |

evangeltst, anyg Democrat Rich-
“Vard Gephardt a congressman
from Misseouri.

Mr, Robertson, who has pre-
' dicted 1that some states will
ieventually decide to quaran-
i tine AIDS patients, has
rrépeatedly  denounced  home-
Ssexuality 2s a perverted life-
istyle and says the oivil rights
-of homosexuals must yield to
(pubiic  health  needs.  r.

~:Gephardt has accused Mr.
Robertson fo  “sexual teryor-
*ism" .

As to substantive proposals
‘on AIDS, the most spécific to
garner support among ‘presi.
dentlal candidates is manda-
tory Llesling of couples seeking
cmarrlage licences,

Such test have the backing
“of Mr Kemp and Vice Presi-
dant, George Bush, on the
Rapublican side, and ex-Arl
zona Governior, Bruce Babbit,
ameng Demorrats .

Testing is  en  especially
tough issug. for Democrats. It
Is oppased fiercely "by homo-
sexual- - right  activists, .an
important Demoeratic voting
Chioe, who see it as indirect
; harassment. That is a two.

© edged sword politically |
berause many party leaders ;

fret about public perceptions ;

ithat they are beholden to
. ‘fringe Interest groups.

- Candidates also must deal
With conflict between Lhose
'whe say . the ' govarnment
'should promote  the use of
jcondoms and those whe say-
sexual abstinence is the meoval
jway 1o good health?.

Mr  Babbit szid adolescents
should  “be  encourzped o
abstain  from sex, “bui we
recognise human nature and If
you don't choose to take that
athical and rmoral advice, here
are the .facts". That middle
road posture is not so 2asy
for Republicans in the conser-
vative  era - usherss iy

issue. Several have endorsed |
legislation thal would-create a |

Nearly . 21,000  Amearicans .
have died: from  Acquired :

{AID8), which  kills by :

top of the list of American ;

soon will be. and' they face -

President Reagan.

list.

Is forelng- those who aspire to -

The hazards for a “Repuj.
tan taking ‘a miotlerate slgangze
on this issue wape illustrated

. Iecantly by formar Delaware
du Pont, a
tontender,
. cinserva-

Governgr Pierre
1988 nomination

not a moral proble

'\;\_fhﬁ wias booed by a
Ve “group whep he desefibed
AIDS 25 "“a medjeal problem, |

U.S. presidential

m'.

i
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Censorship ‘revival’ alarms Norris

By Niall Kiely

“THE apparent revival of the Cen-
sorship of Publications Board, as
manifested in the recent banning
of “The Yoy of Sex,” was very
alarminF, Senator David Norris
told a library Association of Ire-
fand meeting in Dublin*last night,

“1t appeared 1o havé '?:{)ﬂgl?:ébd
al ene point under the weight of
the paperback boom,” the TCD
lecturer told the public mecting
organised by the LAI's university
and special libraries section,
“And it was even more alarming
when a civil servant involved in
the *Joy of Sex’ banning told a
reporter that material should be
banned which ‘could be construed
as being offensive to the moral
majority,’ That remark alone
should have led to the dissolution
of the board.”

The Independent senator re-
ferred to the six Acts providing

the basis for such censorship,
from the first in 1842 up to the
1929 legistation. Citing a 1926
]}amphrct issued by the Catholic
ruth Society, entitied ‘'The
Problem of Undesirable Printed
Matter,” he said that the CTS
was obviously 'a very influential
pressure - group since ‘even the
amphlet's very langhage had
Fatcr been replicated m the 1929
Act,

James Joyce had-been a targel,
and the pamphlet referred to
“Ulysses,” then’ banned in Can-
ada, as having been submitted for
an opinion to the Irish Altorney-
General in 1917, a]though this was
strange since “Ulysses” had not
been published until 1922,

It was probable, added Senator
Norris, who is a Joycean seholar,
that the pamphlet” was actually
alluding to “Fortrait of the Artist

been published before 1917, and
“Ulysses” had in fact never been
banned in Ireland since it could
be excluded at the pott of entr
using the 1876 Customs Consoli-
dation Act.

The 1929 Act had defined
“indecent” as '‘construed as
including ‘suggestive of, or incitin
to sexual immorality o unnatura
vices or likely in any ovher similar
way to corrupl or deprave.” That
was very broad and.was couched

in language which would be
regarded as loaded in  today's
terms.

He cited Section 17 of the Act,
which continued in Jorce the
Indecent Advertising Act 1889,
and specifically outlawed anything
which related to sexually trans-
mitted diseases or to sexual inter-
course; it was obviously there to
inhibit publication of information

as a Young Man,” which had

whick  might, in fzct, help to

B R S

prevent transmission of discase ot
eflect a cure,

When the 1946 Act was passed,
continuing tn force its 1929 prede-
cessor, Section § had referred 1o
the “class of reader” that might
peruse  offending  material, an

example of implicit paternalism

akin to the counsel’s query in the

famous  “Lady Chatterley”™ case *

when he asked the judge it he

would allow his wife or servant to

read the book.

“Given this attitude, I would :
ask who is to protect the mem- .
bers of our Censorship of Publica- -

tions Board, who by thcir own
definition are constantly adrift on
a sea of filth,” asked Senator
Norris. “Morc seriously, how can
they be capable of operating
under the criteria anyway, since
they do not include in _their
number a single literary figure,
not one historian, not one
scientist.”
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ICTU issues guidelines
to protect gay workers

THE IRISH Congress of Trade Unjons has issued
a set of guidelines to combat discrimination in the
workplace against gay workers, According to the
ICT’LII), such discrimination ogcurs in relaticn to
hieing, firing, training, promotion, harassment,
discipline and conditions of employment.

ongress recommends that equality clauses in
union agreemcnts be amended to include opposi-
tiont to discrimination on the grounds of sexuality.
There is widespread prejudice against gay men and
women in society, it “says, and this prejudice
affects their rights in the workplace.

Congress is also urging its affiliated unicns to
negotiate procedures for handling complaints ol
discrimination on grounds of sexuality. Collective
agreements and conditions of employment should
be examined for direct or indirect discrimination in
relation to pensions, access to leave or other fringe
benefits, it says,

Gay workers are often harassed by management
or fellow-workers, the guidelines state. This can be
verbal, such as unwanted perscnal questions and
remarks, offensive jokes, innuendo and malicious
gossip. In extreme cases, a person could be
physically attacked,

At work, gay people were often afraid of the
opinions of their colieagues, the document foes on,
T‘ﬂcy arc afraid that 'if their sexuality becomes
known they will lose any chance of promotion and
above all, they are afraid of losing their jobs.

Congress says that unions should recognise that
this discrimination is a trade union issue affecting
thousands of workers and requiring a serious anti-
discrimination policy and programme. Gay workers
should be able to raise any complaint with their
union representative and expect it to be dealt with
in a posttive and supportive manner,
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AIDS MONITOR

Scientists uncertain about new drug

ESEARCHERS
R in BEurope and
the US have
expressed sovers
doubts about a new
treatmen? for AIDS
which i3 about to
begin trials in
Sweden. Doctors at
the Karolinska Insti-
tute in Stockholm
intend to treat 18 patients with a substance
called peptide T. Yet scientists elsewhere in
Europe and the US sai; that they have been
unable (¢ repeat the basic expedments to
confirm that peptide T can indeed prevent
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
from infecting white blood cells.

A peptide is a short chain of amino acids,
the building blocks that make up proteins.
Peptide T is a chain of eight amine acids,
Five of these amino acids have names
beginning with T, hence the name peptide
T. The same sequence of amine acidy also
oceurs in the viral ecfmtem known as gp 120,
Gp 120 is attached to the virus's envelope,
and is involved in binding to the white

blood cells called T4 Iymphocytes. ST su»

Peptide T was discovered last year by
.| Candace Pert and her coilengues at the
National Institute of Mental Health in
Bethesda, Maryland. They say that it can
black the receptor on the T4 lymphoceyte to
which HIV binds, preventing the virus
from infecting these cells, Tn their paper
published in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences n the 1S,
they say that their discovery should help in
the development of vaccines. “Perhaps
even more importart, peptide T, or a deriv-
ative, might te useful chinically ta halt or
atzenuats the spread of the virus in infected
individuals,"

Yet, at a meeting last month, organised
by the University of California, Los
Angsles, in Keystone, Colorado, many
researchers told Pert that they had Geen
unable to reproduce her results. Hans
Wigzell, professor of immunology at the
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, -was one
of them. He says that several groups at the
Keystone meeting believed that there was a
desperate need for independent groups to
confirm the data on peptide T, Wigzell
added: “The whale basis for {the Swedish]
trial needs confirmation,”

Wigzell said that researchers in his {abo-
ratory had tried to answer two questions,
The first was whether the addition of
peptide T interferes with the binding of the
envelope protein gp 120 to the receptor
molecule, known as CDd, on the T4 cell.
“In cur hands, it has net done g thing"
Secondly, can peptide T influence viral
replication in the laboratory? “Again, our
results are negative,”

At Keystone, Pert told Wigzell that it
was necessary to take special technical
precautions in order to reproduce her worlk,
Wigzell said: Tt was difficult to understand
the logic [of these precautions].” He said
that Pert refused to supply him with
samples of radiolabelled peptide T from her

laboratory so that he could try again to
repeat her results. .
Angus Dalgleish, consultant oncologist
at Northwick Park Hospital in Harrow,
also said that he couid not repeat Pert's
work, “It is unusual for somebody to start a
clinical trial based on somewhat swrprising
results from one laboratory that have not
been confirmed by cther groups.” For one
thing, the substance may be harmful, he
added. For another, there are other drugs,

5,

his work in a scholarly journal.

Michael Ruff, who works closely with
Pert at the National Tnstitute of Menta)
Health, said: “We stand by our work.” The
team would be organising a workshop for
ather researchers, and also presenting addi-
tional information at a meeting in Wash-
ington at the beginning of next month. He
added: “None of these people has bothered
to call us up, This strikes us as being more
in the political realm than in the sclentific
realm.” He wanted to know
when those making the crit-
icistus were going to go on the
record about it.

Ruff apreed that several
ﬁr_ople had spoken to Pert and

imself at the meeting in
Keystone, But be said that
from what he had heard, these
researchers had not followed
the techniques closely enough.
“If someone says they can’t
repeat our work, [ would want
g know line by line what they
did,” This kind of information
ha'cé ot been forthcoming, he

sai
Lennart Wetterberg, of the

Each new drug raises hopes for people suffering from ?
:"?5’ fﬁr sheé:anmeng of psychiatry at

DS, But are they false ones!

proved to be effective, that could keep
patients with AIDS alive until! better treat-
ments come along,

Steven McDou%a], chief of immunology
at the Ceaters for Disease Control {a
Atlanta, said that workers in his laboratory
were unable to show that a peptide with a
comparable sequence inhibited binding 10
T ceils. “I wouldn't want to take it myselfif
1 had the disease. I don’t think there’s
enough experimental support or indepen~
dent verification that it does what they s}%y
it does,” He added: “It should not be diffi-
cult to reproduce this work. It should be
real easy for us.”

Another American immunologist who
has worked on interactions between HIV
and the CD4 receptor said: “If you accept
the simple premise that their observations
are indeed correct, that this synthetic
peptide corresponds to a portion of the
HIY envelope protein and that it interferes
with the CD4 receptor and that {t prevenis
infection, then it ought to be a gener-
alisable, readily reproducible phenomenon,
That does not appear to be the case in the
hands of different investigators that I have
taiked 10, He knew of nc {aboratory data
to justify using peptide T in patients,

According to some reports, several other
laboratories have also failed to confirm
Pert’s work, including one in the Nether-
lands. Bill Haseltine, of the Farvard School
of Public Health n Boston, said: “We will
be coming out in print about this. Scientitic
disputes are best handled through the
seientific press and not through the popular
pross,”

Samuel Broder, of the National [nstitutes
of Health in Bethescla, Maryland, also said
that be would not want (o comment at thia
lime in case he prejudiced publication of

linska Institute in
Stockhelm, said that the trial of peptide T
should begin this week, Thirty-six patients
will be involved for che month, half taking
g?ptlde T aed half taking a placebo.
cither doctors nor patienis will know
which agrm.lp is which, Afer the month of
the trial there will follow three months of
observations on thoss taking part.

Wutterbeﬁ;md his colleagues, including
Pert, have already reported giving feph‘de
T to four patients with AIDS (The Lancer,
vol i, p 159), They said that the numbers of
Iymphecytes in these patients increased;
noue of the patients lost any weight.

The report says: “By mimicking the
action of peptides, viral proteins could
exert hormonal effects throughout the
body, including the central nervous system,
and thus may have a role in the actiology
[cause] of the progressive dementia of
AIDS patients.” ’

Wetterberg said that he had heard that
various researchers had been upable to
reproduce Pert's work, “Pert was ane of the
first to report about opiate receptors in
1973, At that time, many laboratories
found it difficult to repeat that work,
although within one year, four laboratories
confirmed that wark, That is now iextbook
knowledge,” [n this case, he said, only five
months have passed since Pert's ropor:
and so far, none of the laboratories that
say they have negative results has published
its data,

By the time thal a year has gone by,
Wetterberg concluded, the question of
whether Pert's work is right will have heen
resolved, "I am sceptical of all new tind-
ings. [ am also sveptival of thase who
cannot confirm new findings, We feel
obliged to continue and see in a clinical
trial whether [peptide T] does work.,” 3
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THOMAS CAMPBELL rests his hands atop a
gleaming desk inside the landscaped, red-brick
warren of offices across from the shopping ‘mall,

“Hey, if all we were inter
gsted in was money, we could
offer A1DS testing for $69.95,"
he said. “I'd open up a stand
in New York and retive in
clght months.”

When Campbel]l and his five
partners opened their Peace
of Mind Club in the mint
fresh suburbs of West Bloom-
field, northwest of Detroit.
several months ago, sure, they
had the feeling hey were dig:
ging inte the mother fode. Bul
they also felt a responsibility.
“hecause we're talking about a
disease that kills people)’ he
said. .

“There are going to be a lot
of falks trying 1o make money
out of this AIDS panic. Some
of them will do it .ethically,
and some wil} do it unethical-
y |

And while Peace of Mind |
may have been the first to/
enter this brave new world, |
spday Campbell is just cne of‘
a growing number of AIDS,
enterpreneurs — Private-seclor |
American marketeers respond.!
ing to a new clamouring for a
sense of securlty in the AiD&-
wotried heterosexual cornmuni-
ty,

There's Ampersand in New
York, a State-of-the -art dating
gervice with an Uper East)
Side address that's open oniy !
o those testing negative for !
AIDS, much lke Judy Yorios'
compatibles in South Purling- |
ton, Vermont. And there's the
American AiDS-Free Associa
tion in chicage's posh north-
west suburbs, a social club
similar to Campbell's. And an
outfit called Scare in Planta-
tion, Fiorida, and Adults in
Distress (AIDS, et it?) in sub-
urban Dallas.

“There's got to be 40 of 'em
out there, easy” Campbell :
said. “They’re opening up all
over the place, almost a new
one every day.”

The National Voluntary |
Immune Registry in ‘Tacoma,
Washington, will ship a “speci-
men mailer” 1o anyone tho
sends $30. The idea is that a
sample of blood cun be sent
back lo Tacoma and tested for
the presence of the HTLV-II1
antibody, the so-called AIDS
vipus. If the lest s negative,
the person’s name will be ent.
ered on the “national regis
try" and he r she will he sent
2 laminated card with "AIDS
§afe” emblazoned across it —
along with the person's nanie,
wspecimen date” and “yalida-
tiop number.”

But who dowes the testing?
How private are the resulis?
Does a negative result really
jake you AIDS Safe"? What's
to slop someone, from sending
in  someone’s else's “speice
men'”, of simply printing up a
batch of phony cards?

it tn alnarlv there't a lot

!

of things unethical that could
be done to exploit thix current
situation,” Campbell faid. “For .
instance, anybody whio hards :
out a carg that says the par
soh is AIDSfree i% unethical.
hecause there's no such guar-
antee. You know what thal
would mean? People walking
around thinking, ‘Ch. gosh.
I'm safe now,' Youre jist
promoting the disease.”

That's the concern of many
researchers and activists in
the fight  against ATDS,
though the community is still
split on how fo react (o this
slick, private sector thrust
into what has been an unéer-
funded, public sector ini ia-
live.
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AIDSman’s
sentence
suspended

A COOLOCK man, who has
become an AIDS victim since his
addiction to heroin which cost
him £200 a day, appeared at Dun’
Laoghaire Court yesterday on

three charges of housebreaking.

Christopher Hill {21} Belcamp
Grove, pleaded guilty to breaking
into two houses af St Helen’s
Road, Booterstown, on March
2nd, and a third home at Mount
Merrion Avenue on March 23rd,
and stealing property o a total
value of £2,105.

Defending solicitor, Mr Gerry
Lambe, sald his client was a
severe heroin addict at the time
and his sole reason for taking the
property was to feed this habit

which was costing him £200 per |

day.
He said that Hill has since

discovered that he is an AIDS |
antibodies carrier and is presently |

serving a six-month senlence m
Mountjoy Prison isolation wing
having becen convicted on a2
malicious damage charge.

Mr Lambe said his client had
written to Apawim Community
Trust, in Donegal, to avail of
treatment for his drug problem
prior to his imprisonment.

District  Justice Hubert Wine
describing the case as Yyery
sad”, said that Anpawim is an
ideal institution for sufferers like
the . defendant and he imposed a
12-month suspended sentence on
condition that Hill enter 2 hond to
apply for placement there on his

release from prison.
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Bishop critical of
AIDS funding

THE BISHOP of Cork, Cloyne
and Ross, the Right Rev §G
Poyntz, yesterday questioned the
low-key presentation of condoms
as a method for preventing AJDS,
in the Health Education Bureau’s
booklet on the discase.

Speaking at the annual meeting
of tﬂe Victoria Hospital, Cork, he
gaid that one could be critical of
the £400,000 allocated to fund the
education programine concerning
AIDS, but what about adequate
staffing of hospitals designated to
deal with the vims?

Earlier, referring to the Victoria
hospitat, one of those so desig-
nated, Dr Poyntz said that there
Iad to be a limit to the cutbacks
in small hospitais.

He said that the Victoria hospi-
tal had agreed some years ago
that partnership with its neigh-
bour, the South Infirmary, would
be in the best interests of the

ommunity. A link had been

lanned and building was t0 begin
in August. It was incompre-
hensible -that this ghould now be
temporarily shelved, because it
would have cnabled a pooling of
resources and a saving of con-
siderable amounts of money.
“Most of us realise that therc
must be considerable changes in
the Health Service, but 1 would
plead for an m‘derlf( and strategic
Tethink affecting all those who in
different ways service hospitals,
from consultants right through to
kitchen staff - even healt
boards. It always seems incred-
ible to me, .that while many
hospital boards can be serviced
by people who can give their |
services for nothing, other boards |
require considerable travelling !
expenses. In the totality of ex-
penses, that may nat amount 10 a
Bcrcentage of “any significance,
at it would be indicative of a
commitment,” said Dr Poyntz. |

S
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Man to be charged
on AIDS food scare

A MAN is due to appear in court
in Belfast today In connection
with an AIDS food contamination
scare, The RUC said a man had
been arrested and charged with an
offence, and would appear at

Belfast Magistrates” Court this

moming,

An RUC spokesman said: “On
Tuesday, May 26th, Marks and
Spencer received an anonymous
letter demanding a sum of money
in return for information about
foods which the writer claimed
had been contaminated. The
alleged contamination was in
three London stores.

“The RUC, in co-operation
with officers from New Scotland
Yard, carried out inquiries which
resulted in one person being
arrested and charged with an
offence., The arrested person is

due to appear at Belfast Magis-
trates” Court this morning.

“Police are satisfied that no
stock was tampered with or con-
taminated, and that there was no
danger to health at any time. It is
not believed there was any politi-
cal association or involvement.”

It is understood the wrter
claimed he was suffering from
AIDS and that he had injected
small amounts of his blood into
three chicken pies. All products
under threat were immediately
removed from display. It s
undarstéod the man comes from
Belfast.

The amount of money de-
manded is undersiood to have
been about £350,000, The man,
whao lived in Belfast, was arrested
in the city on Thursday night,
Detectives were satisfied that the
man did not have AIDS.

'
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AIDS
threat |
atM&S
f'-nfour
Fcharged

-THREE men and a girl
were accused yesterday of
a plot to extort £350,000
from Marks and Spencer’s
food stores in Belfast and |
London in an AIDS food
contaminaton scare,

But at a remand keag-
ing in Belfast police said
the four had no intention
af carrying out a threat
contaminate  chicken

to
pies with AMS infected
blood.

Kieren Thomas King,

27, of Labuinham Green,
Twinbrook, Dennis Gerard
Colty, 22, and John Pat-
rick Heaney, 26, both of
Summerhill Park, Twin-
hrooks DBelfast, were re-
manded in custody until
next Wednesday.

Marina Gawley, 19, of
Deagh  Road, Newion
Abbey, Belfast, was freed
on £50 bail after Deing
asked to put up a surely
of £500 and ordered to
report to police,

The four are charged
with making a demand
with menuces for £350,000
to Marks and Spencers,
Lovndon atrd Belfast, bet-
ween May 22 and May 28

this year.
My, Patrick MeGory for
Heancy — who appeared

after  being flown from
London to Belfast earlier
today — told the magist-
*ates: “This man thought
“uoowal’ taking part in
-some sort of jape and wag
hot aware ‘of the contents
of ) the letter- sent ous .
:-;21;? de'r;lt with the pos.
Lity  of contami
with ATDg tamination
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A MAN was appearing in a Belfast
court later today charged with black-
‘mailing London stores with the threat
of injecting their chicken pies with
AIDS-infected blood.

The BUC say a second Belfastman
may be charged in connection with a
demand sent to Marks and Spencer.

In a joint RUC-Scotland Yard
operation detectives arrested a man
in Belfast last night after he alleg-
edly warned store bosses he was suf.
fering from AIDS and only had
months to live.

He said he had injected some of
his blood into pies at three marks
and Spencer stores in London, .

It is alleged that he warned that

the contaminated pies had been hid-
den at the boltom of freezer cabinets
in the stores.

In a lefter to store chiefs, it is
alleged, he said he wanted money for
his two young children and demanded
£350,000 in used notes to be handed
over at a rendezvous in Belfast.

The alleged message sparked a
major alert in Britain and Marks and
Spencers checked pies in the three

. stores and removed products which

showed signs of being tampered with.

Police and British Government
health officials were cailed in, Medi-
cal experts assured company bosses
that there was no health risk because
the AIDS virus cannot survive if 4t is
injected into a food product.

A spokesman for the store chain

pie scare
is charged

said: “The writer stated that he was
suffering *-from . AIDS and had
injected _gmall samples of his blood
into certain foods.

“No public staterient was made as
there was no health hazard and to do
so would only have alarmed the pub-
lic unnecessarily.

“We also felt that any such pub-

licity serves only to encourage other
potential threats. It
stood from the police that no con-
tamination took place and that the
whole episode was an elaborate
hoax."

It is understood that the man was
due to appear in Belfast™ Magistrates
Caurt is not homosextial nor does he¢
have AIDS.- - .= £

EL R,

is now under--
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Executives
queue up for
confidential
Ailds tests

by NANCY CONNOLLY

EVERY week approximately
30 people are tested for Aids

on a confidential basis in the -

private Blackrock Clinic.
The  results of the test
are available in two days and
the test, at £15, is cheaper
than the £30 test available
through GPs from the
publicly funded Virus
Reference Centre at UCD,
The only free test available is
from the sexually transmit-
ted disease clinics or tests
for high risk groups such as
drug addicts attending
Jervis Street Hospital,
According to John
Gibbons, the pathology
manager at the Blackrock
Clinic: “Many of our clients
require the test for visas.
Many embassies now look
for confirmation that a

person is HIV negative |

before they will prant a visa.,
Most of our clients are
people going to the Middie
East where they are

extremely strict about Aids
and Aids carriers.”

In the year that the Aids
test has been carried out in
the clinie there have been no
HIV positive results.
Confidentiality, the big
aitraction to those being
tested there, is puaranteed
for all Aids tests.

There are several types of
Alds tests being carried out
in clinics and medicai
centres around the country
but all positive results from
them must be confirmed at
the Virus Reference Centre
at Belfield, Dublin.

According to Professor
Irene Hillery of the reference
centre: *The only details we
require are initials and dales
of birth for identification.
We also ask whether the
person requiring the test is
in the high risk category for
statistical purposes. We
never report names to the

department and we contact .

the tested person through his |

or her doctor,” she said.
Confidentiality is safeguar-
ded here too, therefore,

People being tested for |

Aids at the STD clinics must
obviously attend the public

clinic, although they do not |
have to give their names, |
Those being tested by GPs |
simply give blood which is |

sent on to the Virus
Reference Centre or the
Blackrock Clinic.

The private clinic in
Biackrock has also begun

testing women for cervical '
cancer, Because they have '

their own laboratory the
results of the tests are
available within two to three
days in contrast to three to
six months at other centres
which have to send the
samples to St Luke’s
Hospital where there is a
backlog. The test for cervical
cancer at Blackrock Clinic
costs £10 per person.
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Aids insensitivity

SIR — I-think it very
relevant that Tom Widger
focused his radio column (17
May) on Gay Byrne's
interview with Ann, an Aids
victim, but I feel it is a pity
that his only comment was
in objection to the choice of
ad which was chosen to
follow the programme, as
what really stood out to me
was the cdncern of the
woman caller from Stiltorgan
who felt the whole interview
to be unnecessary and
harmful to society. Her
handbag, she claimed, had
been stolen by such people

as Ann. She obviously had
not heard that to feed her
habit Ann sold her personal
belongings — basic things
such as clothes and furniture
and also borrowed money.
She was mever involved in
crime to feed her addiction.

This caller's self interest
and insensitivity is so
upsetting and amazing that

RTE's . ad faded into

insignificance.

Elizabeth Kelly,

47 Connaught Street,:
Phibsboro,
Dublin 7.




Sunday
Tribune
31° May
1987

“The fact of his homosexuality was never a big deal to him”

joycean
Senator

HE YEAR was 1982,

The ' place  was

Dublin's Supreme
Court,  Aidan  O'Hanlen,
senior counsel for the state,
stood to cross-examine
David Norris, lecturer in
English in Trinity College,
Joycean scholar, conserva-
tionist and an aggressive and
effective campaigner for {he
rights of homosexuals, Mr
Norris was in courl secking
te have the law outlawing
homosexual nacls declared
uncenstitutional, his case
having already been lost in
the Hlgh Court.

Did Mr Norrls know,
asked the barrister, that the
Roman ¢mperor Constan-
tine had once oullawed acts
of homosexuality? Yes
indeed, he did know, replied
David Notris; the emperor,

_he recalled, had acted upon

T

the advice of his socthsayers
who had fold him that there
was a direct link between
acts of hotocsexuality and
tarthquakes, But happly,
¢ontinued Mr Norris,
advances in our knowledge
are now such that cavsal
links between homo-
sexuality and *act of climatic
contortion' have been ruled
out.

The exchange was
typleally Motrls ~- sharp,
erudite and humorous. It
brought the house down b
cut lttle lce with the judges
who dismissed his appeal,
essentially because the
people of Treland weren’t

uite ready for the
ecriminalisation of certaln
rivate sexval acts, David

otris simply shrugged and
brought his gripe to Europe,

Last weck, after almost a
decade cof tortucus legal
teing and froing, the
Eurcpean Commissicn on
Human Rights decided, ina
preliminaty judgment, that
Irish legislation againsi
homosexuality constitutes
Interference with a person'’s
rivéle life and is therefore
n breach of the European
Human Rights Convention.
The case has now been
brought to the European
Court of Human Rights for
final judgment by mid- (988,
The judgment will be
binding en this country.

The breakthrough drew a
slightly ambivalent response
from Notris, who earlier this
year became a senator for
the first time. A sense of
triumph was masked by a
sense of regrel Lhat, just ag
his voice was beginning to be
heard on mallers other than
homaosexual rights, his name
would once apain be linked
1o that single issue,

Throughout his Senate
campaign, Norris appeared
to go out of his way to play
down his commitment to,
and role in, the gay rights
campaign — & campalgn in
whick he has been active
since 1971, when, at a civil
fiberties meeting in Trinity
College, ke publicly declared
his own hemosexuality, the
firat person ever to do so in
reland, say other activists.

Since then his name has
been synonymaus with gay

~tlghts in Ireland, He has

become the movement’s

“acceptable face”, largely

e to the oase with which ke

. mdves within every area of

Dublin's social, cultural and
political life, from the Senate

PROFILE

" DAVID
NORRIS

by
EMILY
O'REILLY

chamber Lo opening nights
az the Gate and the Abbey,
o regular appearances on
TV and radie,

UT DURING his

campaign Norris was

taking no chancey A
briefl reference to his support
for homosexual law reform
in his 1982 campaign leaflet
brought a stream of abusive
letters decrying ‘all the filth’,
This time the leaflet
contained, instead, & rather
viague reference o 'sexual
orientation’ and Norris and
his ¢campaign team went out
of theit way to promote their
man as a 'multiple issue’
candidate.

“1 wasn't going to
sacrifice my chance of
winning for anybody,” he
says. "Il | even open my
mouth about gay rights it's
all over the papers — though
one Journalist last time
around 1ole me that I'd have
got much more coverage if
I'd ‘exploited” my homeo-
~sexuality.”

But with his seat now-
secured, Morris is less
teluctant {e proefaim his
stance on gay rights and in
particular on the goveri-
ment's Aids campaign, His
very first act in the Senate
w3s to state his intention to

ut down a motion on the
issue. It will be debated in
the near future.

' Alds crisis

It is the gay community,
he says, thanks to anintense,
uninhibited campzign by the
{iay Health Action group,
which has acted moest
respensibly in the facc of the
Aids erisis. The Irish figures
for homesextals who have
contracted the virus are as a
result far lewer than thase in
olhet countrics, he says.

David Norris was born in
Leopoldsville in the Belgian
Congo, now Kinshasa,
Zaire, in 1944, His English
futher, Jphn Norris, who
was later knighted by the
king of Belgium, was chief
engineer ol the Lever
Brothers company. His
moather, Aida Fitzpatrick, a
native of Mountrath n Co
Laois, was an amaleur
zoologist, who frequently
wandered off into the jungle
inn search of exotic animals.
She petually did discover a
brand new species — a cross
between a cat and a squibrral,
called a Herman's Polio —
one of which she presented
ta London Zoc.

When David was a year
cld, he came to live in
[reland with his mother and
older brother John (now a
long distance lorry driver
living in Portmarnock), His
father, who remained in
Zaire, died when Dravid was
six yeats old,

After his fathet's death
David was sent as a boarder
to 8I Andrew's school in
Dublin, which he leathed.
He says he was ofien beaten
and frequently ren away. In
the end his mother sent him
to the High Schoel in
Harcourt Street, an
enlightened place with no
corporal punishment.

oy

ROM -SCHGOOL,
F Norris wefit straight

to Trinity,.. College. |
‘where he stodied

ure
English. A particularly
brillinnt paper in his finals,
on American literature, won
him a part-time Jectureship
which began on theday after
lhis graduation. Some Lite
later he was appointed staff
lecturer, a position he still
holds.

The fact of his homo-
sexuality was never a big
deal 1o him. It was realised
only gradually, & fecling and
instinet as naiural to him as”
breathing. It was hewho was
the astonished one when he
discoverad that other boys
preferred girds.

In 1979 Norris founded
the National Gay Federa-
tion and was president until
1981. e also helped to set
up, and is still a director of,
the Hirsehfeld Centre in
Dublin, a meeting place for
pay men and women with a
cinema, library and disco.

Despite hiz muted Senale
campaign, David Norris has
lost none of the passion and
aniger he feels about the
treatment of gays in (his
counlry. It is the state and
the chureh, he believes, who
actually promole  promis-
cuity among homosexuvals,
with ell 1ts attendant
dangers. “Gays are only
‘egught’,” he says, “when
they enler into steady,
moncgamous relationships,
That's whon people notice,
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when they can see you doing
ordinary things like
shopping topether or
whatever, No one fictices the
one tight stand.” He tells a
story, atruc ong, to illustrate
the point.

Some years ago, a Church
of Ireland curate in Dublin
was discovered by his
superiors to have been living
with another man. The
relationship, steady and
faithiul, had been poing on
for 4 long nuinber Of Vears.'”

“The -curate was given -a

choice: leave the man o lose
the job and the house The
curale chose the man and
duly lost his job and house.
The fall from grace pul

“strains on the relatioaship

and the couple drifted apart.
The curate went to the US
where he now heads an Aids
charity. His former lover
went to Britnin where he
formed a relationship witha
prison chaplain, The
chaplain contracted Aids,
His lover nursed him Uil he
died. *Then," says David,
“he died {00 — of Aids.
What I ask is, who acted
immaorally in that case? Was
it the homosextials o was it
the peopic who desiroyed
the stable relationship?*

Last year David Norris's
own long-standing relation-
ship with an Istaeli, Egzra,
came to an end, [t had lasted
for 11 years, The break-up
with ‘Ezra, says David,
“nearly killed me™. It was
the kinduess and the Jove of
friends tiwat helped him get
through.

AVID Norris has now

thrust himself inte his

Senate work with huge
cnthusiasm and vigour, He
recently engated the help of
an army of equally learned
friends to help him to bone
up on the SBA, He has also,
contributed Lo the debate on
the new Cemjranies Bill and

PAT CBRIEN

says he is itching to deal with
other issues close to his
heart, in particutar inner city
development and  youth
unemplayment.

His interest in the inper
city arises from the fact of
his residence right in the
middle of that area, in Norih
Great Georges Street. His
Geargian home, extensively,
expensively and lovingly
restored  to its  one-time
grandeur, boasis a grand
pianoand marvellous ornate.
Victosian furnishings, He is
an active member of the
Residents  Association and
passionat¢ about the
preservation af the sireed,

® Few critics

His critics are few: one
seqator grumbled that he
wasa'l guite sure what
Norris’s politicsaciually are.
(Norris refers lo himself as a
“liheral radical' guided by a
principte dexmmed into him
by his mother of soblesye
oblige.) The critical senator
pointed out, correctly, that
Norris vacillated over his
siance on the SEA daring
ithe Senate’s day-lang
debate. While veting vest
initially, Narris later
expressed reservations
about the extent to which the
SEA guarantees Irish
neutrakity.

e promises to be a very
good seoator,” says one
Senate colieague, ' He made
a very good contribution to
the Companies Bill debate
and hec doesn't go aver the
top when he speaks. He is
not oul to shock. The mere
he cliwoses not 10 be a singde

.issue candidate, the more
effective he's going to be.
He's had lo pit wp with a lot
of prejudice but he's
certainly broken a tabao by

grtting in here.™




