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Obligatory AIDS

testing rejected

From Sean Cronin,
in Washington

THE AMERICAN Medical Asso-
ciation will vote this week on a
report by its board of trustees
that rejects mandatory testing for
AIDS and urges legal safeguards
for those who test postive. The
repart recommends  voluntary
lesting.

The AMA report points out that
the epidemic ‘“‘is now more than
six years old, and the growing
magnitude of the problemn has
been apparent for nearly that
long.” It goes on to comment that
.the  Administration’s plan to
spend $1 billion next vyear
combating the disease i3
insufficient.

The AMA report asks the
Reagan Administration to estab-

lish a commission with broad
powers fo develop & national
polici/ acceptable to federal, state
and local governments as well as
industry, in order to deal with the
epidemig,

“Testing should not be ex-
tended to all individuals anywhere
who are comsidering marriage or
to all persons in %Ospita],' the
AMA board of trustces say in
their report.

“Public health authorities have
advanced a plausible premise for
their opposuion to  mandatory
testing,”’ the report continues.
“Until those premises are shown-
... to be incorrect, a peolicy
rejected by the vast majority of
public health officials, includin
the Cenlres for Disease Contro
and the Surgeon General, cannot
be recommended.”

n
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L By DON LAVERY
THE “etting "up ‘of :...?'l.; =£F.m;.‘_.‘:“f-"s,'idig:._ @Jnd’ o, help

sufferers of the” diseade was welfom

d by groups

combatting the deadly virus yesterday, who said that
there should be close co-operalion with them about

the fund.

The  £lm fund is to Ye
administered by a charilable
company set up by a group of
medical, business and legal
experts and will be based on
the same model as The Ire-
land  Fund, Lhe body (hat
raises money in America for
Itish development,

The fund will be chaired by
Judge Kevin O'Higgins and
senior counsel Nicholas Kearns
is also  involved. It will be

non-sectarian and non-political
and aims to  rajse money
which can be claimed by dif-
ferent bodies through an
application process.

The objects of the proposed
company, to  be  officially
launched on July 13, include
the establishment of treatment
centres, the commissioning and
maintenance of research proj-
ects and the provision of

. bousing and other social and

angillary services to deal with
al)-aspects of the disease,

fMr. - Nicholas Kearns said
last* night that -~ they had
already made contact with a
number of groups combatting
Alds and  they would give
then any help they could. He
declined to be specific~about
how the £lm was to be raised.

Mr. Donal Sheehan of the :

Gay  Health  Action Group, |

which has been one of (he
most  active  and  successful

| groups in educating the public

about the virus, said the idea
of a large scale charily (o

fight "Aids was a good one but !

he urged close co-operation
with groups who are already
working in the area. He said
there seemed to be group of
well  meaning and capeable
peeple involved but the fund
should bhe representative of
people and groups more cen-
trally involved in fighting
Aids.

Similar  reservations were
voiced by Ms.  Marguerite
Woods, of the Aids Action
Alliance  which  includes a
crossesection of groups such as
lhe LGPSU, the Wellwoman
Centre, the Irish Family Plan.
ning  Association  and  Gay
Health Action.

IL was important that groups

on the ground be invaolved. :

becvause they had the experi-
enee i dealing with the Ands
preblem, she szid. Barlier this
menth, il wus  revealed that
the  E500,000 allovated - to  Lhe
Aealth Education Buresu for

lhe CGovernment’s Aids cam- .
paign has already beep spent. !

The Government wus severely
vriticised by a  variety  of
proups concerned  with  fight-
ing e disease  for its
“watered  down, inclfective"

carnpaign.,
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o~ P, Daniel . Zagury, the
 French scigntist who last year
. jujected  himgelf with a
potential Aids © vaccine,
anhodhced that he wants to
_start- trials of an antibody
‘treatment on babies born to
mothers carrying the Aids
virus.- :
o Dr, Zagury told an intern..
tional conference in Stockholm
_that he intends to attempt to
. ‘build on the advantage of the
Camall: - twindow”  in which
habies . bern _to  mothers
carrying the virus appear fo
have a natural immunity.

.. The proposed freaiment
- would probably be carried out
witliiy the first hour of birth.
i, Some studies suggest that
babies born ¢ mothers
carrying the Aids virus have
‘at lest a 50 per cent chance of
becoming HIV positive them-

selves. But a large European
study presented here now
finds that the chanees of such
babies becoming HIV positive
may be as low as one in four.

Dr. Zagury's proposed trials
raise enormous ethical prob-
lems. Clinical guidelines lay
down that informed consent is
usually  necessary . before
experimental substances can
be used on volunteers,

Dr. Zagury, of the Univer.
sity Plerre et Marie Curie in
Paris, also said that he has
injected himself with a hooster
shot of his potential Aids
vaccine and appeared to have
improved his potential
immune respense.

Last yer Dr. Zagury pro-
duced a copy of the Aids virus
based on a form of the
smallpox vaccine. The rebuilt,
virus appears to work by

effectively  “tricking” the
immune system. = = 7 .

Dir. Zagury said he wants to
expand the present trials of
his potential vaccine on high
risk volunteers in Zaire :to- a
larger group in Furope. .

A spokesman for the World
Health Qrganisation said that
they had not been approached
by by Dr. Zagury on sither ef
his proposals, T

® Crack, the smoKable form
of cocaine, is adding to the risk
of Aids because increasingly
young addicts are exchanging
sexual favours for drugs,

Dr. Doen des Jarlajs, of the
New York state division of
substance abuse services, said
that an increase in syphilis
appeared to be linked to.the
rise in the use of crack and
syphilis made transmission of
the virus more likely.
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tests on
drivers

! By FRANK KHAN and
i MARESE MeDONAGH
© FEARS OF contracting AIDS is
restlfing in some motorists refus- .
ing to give blood samples to doc-
lors in garda stations,
But one general practitioner involved

]‘ in tlesting alleged drunken drivers told
i the Irish Independent vesterday that no
I

danger exists.

D, Perceval Patton said: ‘“[here
has Deen a fow cases where pcopie
objected, but all but one caved in
when teassured, There is one case how-
ever outstanding which has vel to come
before the courts.”

There was more danger to the
doctor than to the alleged drunken
driver, he pointed out, but hle added:
“I'd have no fear unless 1 was deal-
ing with an open wound, And if | was,
I'd use aloves”

Another doctor described as “non-
sensicai'”  drivers’ objections Lu  give
samples for fear of the killer disease,

Dr.  John O'Keeffe explained:
"Syringes ang needles are used only
ance in these situations. Evervthing in
the kit used by the docror taking a
blood sample is sterile, A driver could
jusg as well say he might gel AIDS
if he shook hands with the sergeant,”
he addoed. ‘

Meanwhile, a leading
Cathalle  publication  has
moved Lo allay fears that
communicants might con-
tract  tne discase frem
a chalice,

In  the latest issue
of “lIntercom™ the maga-
zinre of the Catholic
Communications  Institute
of lreland, Father Edward
Mattbhew declares: “The
medical cvidenvce
overwhelmingly states there
is  npo danger of cone
tacting the AIDS/HTLV 3
virus by receiving com-
tnunicn frem the shared
cup.” '

A new  charitable or-
ganisation  "The  AIDS
Fund." has been set up
which aims 1o raise £lm.
to fight the discase hcre,
it was announced vesters
dax.

L=
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The Government was accused
yesterday of nol doing enough
to protect British travellers
from the risk of being infected
by Aids abroad.

A doctor specializing in
tropical diseases warned trav-
ellers o areas such as the sub-
Sahara that they were [00
iimes more likely to caich
Aids there than they were in
this country.

Dv Paul Clarke, medical
director of the Medical Adv-
isory Services for Travellers
Abroad (Masta), accused the
Government of conceniraiing
ite nublicity on the minimal
nisks of heterosexual transmis-
si0on 10 Britain while overlook-
ing the risks of receiving
infected blood abroad.

Twenty-nine Britons had
contracted Aids in sub-Sahara
through sexual contact or
infected needles but only 10
had caught the disease in that
way in Britain, he said.

O Clarke. a former consul-
iant adviser 10 the Ministry of
Defence on infectious  dis-
eases, also calied on the
Foreign Office 10 set up a
database of all areas in Third
World countries where blood
was being screened for the
HIV virus,

“Some arcas such as Nairo-
bi have already introduced
screening. British travellers

SOVerT

should be aware where they
are most likely to be able 1o
receive blood free from
infection™, he said.

The Government should
also put money into countries
with a high incidence of Aids
to ensure that screening facili-
ties were more widely avail-
able, he said.

Dr Clarke challenged Mr
Norman Fowler, Secretary of
State for Employment, after
his address on Aids and
employmenti at the Confedera-
tion of Brntish Industry.
“There is a risk to travellers
but nobody- is addressing it”,
Dr Clarke said. Mr Fowler
said that he would look into
ihe issue.

Masta has in the past three
months seld 5,000 travellers’
packs. which include sterilc
syringes and needles, 1o com-
panies such as ICI, British
Teiecom and Shell. The packs
are also provided to Foreign
Office and Ministry of De-
fence personnel.

The company, which is
based at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine, plans to include a small
HIV blood-testing kit being
developed by the American
company, Dupont, so that
travellers can test any blood
used in transfusions.

The scheme has been
backed by the CBI which

‘over Aids danger to
travellers abroad

By Jill Sherman, Social Services Correspondent

yesterday launched a health
information service for busin-
essmen travelling abroad. The
service, which s linked to the
Masta scheme, gives company
stafl and advisers instant ac-
cess to reliable health informa-
tion worldwide..

Addressing the CBI confer- |

ence, My Fowler said it was
important for ¢mployers 1o |
emphasize both how Aids is |
spread and, more importantly, !
how it was not spread. “It is:
not dangerous to handle items |
such as cups used by an|
infected person and vou can-!
not get Aids by sharing the
same workbench”, he said.

Employees should not be j
discriminated against if they
had the virus and ihe Govern-
ment would wasnt to consider |
any examples of discrimina- '
tion against individuals who
were HIV positive.

Mr Fowler appealed {0 em-
ployers to deliver the same
message that hie had first given
as Secretary of State for Social
Services. "By 1991  over
180,000 people will have died
of Aids in the United States,
three times the death toll from
the Vietnam war.” Experts
agreed that a vaccine or cure
would not be developed for at
least five years. “If the spread
of Aids is to be contained it
must be through changes in
our behaviour.”

by
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\\{d\iue is something of a political lisbility,

Amgrivan  prople that  (h
v He Amerlean peopie that (g

6 irish Independent, Thuraday, Juna 25, 1987
[ L

How dare
they test
us for their
disease

JM  abgut three months Iimmigeants to
America may be requived (0 underge a
mandatery test for AUYS, There has been a
bitter and noisy row about this in

Washington, The fests are¢ not infalllhle and:

ihe US Surgeon General, one E. Everect

Koop, Is vpposed to the mave,

Surgeon Koop wants velunlary tests only
while the Education Secretary demands
compulsnry tests. President Reagsn wanty
something  called " routloe ™ (esiing Dbut
sobody scems very certain what that s
supposed to mean.

But the President supports his Educatlod
Sceretary so0 perhaps Y rowtine ” has been
supplied 1o take he hirm out of
“mandatory.”

The Surgeon General Is an interesting
raan and a brave ane tou, He has had the
courage to ¢hange his cenvictions. He vsed
(o be & conservative hardliner but now he
goes ot lelevislon  every might to
recommend condoms, sale sex and an
abortion optien for AIDS-infected womer,

The 2L,000 American deaths from AIDY
kave couverted C. Everett Koop. The
cerstwhile  conmservative ueells 2 radical
gohition and Mr. Koop does not thisk that
compulsery testing Is part of that solutlon.

The Irish AIDS Programme Director Dr.
Tim Waish put the case against mandatory
festing at  an  AIDS  confersnce In
Washinglon dome weeks age. He sald * My
argument s that nou-voluntary testing
drives the victlm underground and causes
datgerous under-reperting,”

Surgeon Koop clearly agreed with that
view but other, wmore hyiterical voleey
prevalled.

Now Anetica 18 In no parileular danger
from AIDS-infected lmmigrants, Indeed,
America is more likely toc export AIDS
rather than import ft. As Dr. Jim Walsh
gald: “Frankly it makes me very sad that
Reagan is  taking this llogical step of
pushing mandziory tests for  Immigrants
when the United States s the source of
most of our vases.'’

 KATE
CRUISE
O’BRIEN

A refrograde step ceitainly, but I think
that this is a political move rather than a
praciival ane, There isn't very much that
th+ American  authorities ecan de about
AlDS, There Js no known cure for the
dlisease ang no Iomovanlsetion against fl. Se
all the authoeriiies can do ls what Suegeon
Luop  has  done.  That  is  to tell  the
Americin people how 1o prevent the discase
hom spreading.,

Bu! Surgean Koops's practicial; necessary

The mandatory AIDS tes! for liumlgrants
s s0ething Lo redress the balanve, It s
ractival. it is ool even sensible — os
AIDS preveation is eoncerned. Buc it |;
didly suggestive pelitical gestuee,

/

s - oL Wi

A rerrograde step certainiy, but I thiak
that this is a political move rather thaz
practical emwe, There Isn’t very wmuch that
fhe American authorities can de  aboul
AIDS. There is no kmown cure for the
dinease and ny immawalation against 1. So
ali the suthorilies van da s what Surgeon
Keop hos dune. That v e tdl o the
Smevigan peaple how ta precent the disetse
P preading

But Surgeon Kuops's praglicul, necessary
ailvice is something of a politienl lizbilizy.

The mandatery AIDS tes! for immlgranty
does something (o redress the balange. It ls
not practical. It is not even senslble — ax
far as AIDS prevention is concerned. But it
is a4 splendidly suggestlve pelitical gesture,

i tells the Americas people that the
American posernment does net approve ol
degenerate  behaviour. [t suggesis  that
promiscugus behusiour — the kind of carry
on that spreads AIDS — is unAmerican,
This kind of thing Is foreign uad allen so
look, see, we're hringing Ia an AIDS (est
far Immigrants 10 stop The rot. We're not
going (o et thuse Europeans bring their
flthy fercizn diseases here.

Middle Awmerica can hold up his

Despite  all  thut  upsetling
Mr. iteagan's heart is where It
alwitys was — in the right place and
heating stoutly for vonservative values,

But is mandstory AIDS  tesitlng  ever
justified and should AIDS be a noiltigble
disease? Whose business ls it if you hive
AlIDS? Well, the  British Medicul
Assoviation is alvendy dlvided on this jssue.
Some doctors agree with De, Jm Walsh.
Mandaty AILDS testing, they argue, will
simply force the dlisease undéeground.

Bur other members of the BMA  insist
that total confidenti sbout ALDS ¢ould
e dangerons. U a spevalisi tests 2 patient
and finds that tlie patient ds HIV  positive
then the specinlist should be allowed tu
Inform che patient's GP. The GI' can then
proteet himsell from the disease aml he can
also avoid giving his palient lnapproprizte
tpeatment through ignorange of his patlent’s
true condition,

1t is & scnsible argamenl ang o long way
Irom the palitival hysteriz that promoted
the mandatory tests for American
immigrants, Poctors and nurses are at risk
and  one  Amerlesn  dentist  has  atready
gontracted the disease {rom &n  ALDS
paticat. But is the sisk gredt enough to
justily breaking the rule ahout
canlidentiallty?

I slew't think that ¢ is. AN doctors and
nurses and dentists know by now that they
run some sort of risk when fireatlng any
patient in these days of AIDS. it wonld
certainly help them ie know which patients
were HIV positive and which were nat, Bul
It vne link in the choin of coufidentlality
was hroken where would it step?

Let us think abour 2 hypothelical case:
A speelalist tells & G, » niee fwmily doctor
valled Dr. Black, that Dy Black's patlent,
My, White, is Y positdve. Dro Black
kuows that M. White has at least a 30 p.,
chance of developing ull-hblowa ALDRS, Dr,
Black also knows that it may be some fime
keiore upmistakcable symptoms  of  the
disease appear.

In the me; s wife, Mrs,
Wliite, is in ne S0 Dr,
Black tells Mr. White that he should warn
his wife. Mrs. White sheuld have u test and
Mr., White sheuld 1she precautluns agninst
infecting his wife,

But My, White does nol want {o tell his
wife that he is HIY posithe. He was
infected by a0 prostitute o0 a4 business wip
and hie duewi'l want hia wile 1o hnow. Jle
iv alse relovrant 10 bse condoms bocause
shitt might mabe his wile suspiviobs,

S0 what should e, Blick do nuw?

In an fdext sorld mandatory ALDS tesis

andd Tull publication of the results woulil be
c is noL an ideal workd and
sictims hase Jost their Jobs, Their
liomes and their iriends,
S0 nnless  possible  victtms  cun he
anteed Lolal conildenclality then  they
wan'l  rish  having  lesls -~ however
mandatory. ALRS  would  then become a
soerel epidemiv. Me need (0 know as much
aiowe van ahoul ALDS do felp prevent iy
and we can’'t dearn without rests,

Seoocaalidentiskily s —  literally -
faacniiak
A
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* Cut-price
condoms
Jaunched

By Christoptier Parkes,
Consumer Industries Editor

CONDOMS at 10p each — less
than half the price of exist
ing brands—will be taunched
sharily by a Dew non-profit-
making trust. .

The conlraceptives called
Mates, are a central element in
an anti-ATDS campaign jnitiated
by Mr Richard Branson, founder
of the. Virgin Group. .He has
set: up the Virgin Healthcare
Foundation msing Ebm of “his

own money ¢ t}:rotect young .
“th

people from the threat of AIDS.

Mr Branson sald he hoped -

shops, - pubs,  clubs, petrol

stations, newsagents, and .even

airlines would stock “Mates,
Some 80m condoms would be
supplied by the Ansell Corpora-
.tion .of the US, - ;

o AT Cprofits will_g0 “towdirlls

health educalion, patient care,
and research. .Mr Norman
Fowler, former ‘Health' Secre-
tury, had given him 100 per
cent support, sald Mr Branson,
who piahs to see ministers next
week to ask for finnncial hack:

ing, - )
%\(Is Anits Roddick, founder
of the Body Shop chain, was

also supporting the initiative |
as a trustee of the foundation. i
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Aids man arrested

A MAN alleged to have sold his blood to several bieod
banks although le knew he had Aids has been arrested
on suspicion of attempted marder in Los Angelles,

“U this case goes uhead, i will be the first
eviminal prosecution in- the Unied States of somcone
alleged to have donated blood kmowing the blood was
confaminated  with the Acquired [mmune Deflciency
Syndrome (Aids) virus,” said o spokesman for the
district artorney's office. ’

An American Red Cross spokeswoman said all blood

follected was sereemed for the virus and any sffected
blood- would be discarded,

F
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1 “If this case goes ahead, it will bé the first' criminal prosecu-

i .- . l. ) ,
| EVENING PRESS, MONDAY, JUNE 29, 1987 L ok

dm@r arrest

A MAN al]cge(l {o have sold his blood (o- several blood banks.
although he knew lhe had AIDS has. been arrested on |
suspicion of atlempled :murder, 4 prosecuior's spokes-
man sid in Los Angeles last night.

tion in the United States of someone alleged to have,
donated Blood knowing the blood was contaminaied
wiilh the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
virus,” said a spokesman for the District Atiorney’s
office.
The investigation started when police, during rouiine question-
ing, discovered a receipt for the blood donation among
- the man’s belongings and upon checking discovered h
had been dingnosed by a Los Angcleq lmspital as _hay
( he AIDS disease, 3

_-wsu:reened for the virus and any affected bt
'would bz- dmc’lrded . L =
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AIDS victim arrasted

An  AIDS wvictim has been
arrested in Los Angeles and
accused of attempted murder.
He is alleged to have sold his i
blood to several blood banks. [

S e




Independent
29" June 1987

The time has come
to talk about it

“DON'T dic of combarrassment”
the billboards should have read in
the Aids-scare spring of '87,

“Den't die of feeling uncom-
fortable about asking # man if
he’s going to put on a condom and
then feeling ashamed of getting
your packel of thyee out of your
handbag if he's not.”

OCverlong maybe, but it illus-
trates mors accurately than the
Government's wording what will
be to blame if Aids becomes the
pandenc we ali fear.

Aids inforyaztion aimed at the
heterosexual populatlor: witl fail
unless it acknowledges what many
peaple really feel about sex. Bul
3o [ar the approach of the Aids
campaign has been remarkably
similar to that of contraception
pravision and propaganda. Hoth
are reluctance to be explicit about
sex but have an unspoken as-
sumption ef what is normal sex-
vality.

The point of using contracep-
tien has always been to have the
pleasurc of scxual intercourse
without conceiving, bul Lthose who
provide contraception hardly ever
mention sex in a dircet way, It's as
if they think sex is something that
happens instinctively and without
couscious thought, desite or
chcice. So we have to be prepared
befare being overtaken by the un-
contraliable carnal rush which
obliterates the intelicct,

The greatest advantage a con-
traceptive method could have, we
are led to belisve, is that il shoutd
zot “interfere” with sex. So we
are advised to pul in a diaphregm
hours before the scxual el oc-
curs, take our Pills as part of a
nightly routing, or be protected
from pregnaticy every hour of ev-
ety day with an [UD. W are then
ready t0 bz romantically swept
away by the moad of the moment.

For rary years the single bene-
{it in a contraceptive of allowing
surpowdly sponlancous Sex (-

1

sulteed in the Pill becoming the

i

CuhoSiorn 38 Pambropa fto
Q1694 6018 (24brs) nlso S!!?k/Noll

Embarrassment is
a potential killer
in the Aids crisis,

finds Rose Shapiro

most commonly used method.
The Fill suited the population
“munagers” — those who had leg-
islated In the Seventies for free
contraception on the NHS — be-
cause of its high reliability rate in
preventing pregaancy. It suited
drug-otiented doctors who were
happiest writing  prescriptions,
and it suited men who could as-
sume any woman who wanted to
have sex would have “got her con-
traception sorted sut” and gone
on the Fili.

Waomen had the burden of pos-
sible health risks, but cven these
seemed tolerable when set against
the ignominy of having your man
sce you squatting and ungainly as
you put in your diaphragm. Soci-
ety was permissive as long as you
knew haw to adhers to the
Barbarella etiquette of the Bill
generatlen,

Even before Alds it was known
that barrier metheds offered pro-
tection against u range of sexually
transmitted discascs, as well as
the virus that is thought to cause
cervical cancer, That this benefit
was never widely publicised shows
how tow prophylaxis was on the
list of priotitics.

Presumably the medical protes-
sion calculated the risk of these
tHseases was outwelghed by the
risk of the unwaned prégnancics
which would incvitably follaw the
widespread usc of Darrier meth-
ads, invalving as il would transfer-
ying responsibility to fallible, sex-
ually active women and men.

Women who did wanl to use
barriers could get ne help or ad-
vice on how their use could be in-
tegraled into sex. We were un-
comfartably out on our own with
the rubber dome and bulky tube
of spermicide, cautioncd wgainal
leaving insertion too long in case
we were overtaken by a rush of
lust which made us forget it. Pref-
erably we would insert | every
single night so we were wg con-
stantty ready for sction {or as
ava/lsble) gs vur sisters on the Pill

or IUD. No ong, user or pre-
scriber, dared discuss factors thal
may have been erucial to whether
we wore happy with the method.
like the tastc of spermicides. In-
stead we were told that the two
essential requirements for & bar-
rier user were, in the words of onu
doctor, “a stable relatienship and
a bathroom™.

Most doctors know only how e
prescribe the Pill and no other
contraceptive. Most aren’t even
trained to fit TUDs, and still fewer
the diaphragm or cap. Some GPs
fhimve never wantcd to provide
concdoms as contraceptives even
though they will prescribc cvery
other method, but they are avail-
able free from family plaoning
clinics. But even before the Ajds
crisis, FP clinic provision of con-
doms was haphazard. One survey
found clients given belween three
and 24 condoms a weck, with no
rationale far either amount.

And now, when Aids puts con-
doms back it favour and makes
prophylaxis a priorily, doctors'
organisations and (he Depairt-
ment of Health stilf don'l think it
appropriate for GPs to become
additional providers of condoms,
though organisations like lhe
Family Planning Assoclution
think they should, The Brilish
Medical Asscclation argues “no
clinical advice is required” for
condom use yet it does reeognise
that ecndoms are now czntral to
primary healtl care for Aids.

Even if condoms do beeome
more widely available the ap-
proach of tiic information-givels
will have to change, specilicalty in
relation to the way in which sex is
discussed.  The  heterosexus!
establishment has much to learn
from the pay communily and
orgaitisations like the Terence
Higgins Trust, whe know how (o
make contact with individuals in
their own language and how to
discuss their real concerns. Muny
people have been shocked U
their literaturo simply because it
docs not deal with o sanitised and
romanticised vezsion of sex. Con-
traception and prevention of dis-
¢aso are now Inextricebly licked
2nd we cuneok take contrel of ci-
ther without changlng our sexual
chtiw and ¢aring to telk about
{ t00,

Conirucepiion by Rose Shaplra is
published by Virago on Hhursday
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Marketing an epidemic

CAN Richard Branson's £3m
condom campaign succeesd where
the Governmenl, the London In-
termational  Rubber  Group,
manufactureres of Durex, Jifly,
Red Stripo, Lifestyles and others
have failed?

Over the last Iwo years thero
have becn varfous attempts lo
make condoms acecplable, éven
fashicnable: the designer
Katharine Hamnet:  manufac-
tured boxer shorts with {heir own
condom packel and a Fllofax n-
sert has been produced with four
compartments for the candoms of
your choice. Trurex made a lame
effurt by intreducing Durex Gold
and Black Shadow, bul despite
holding the monopoly on the
market since the war, and benefit-
ting [rom the Alds scarc with a 20
per cent increase in sales, failed
to develop a condom recom-
mended for safe homosexual use.

It has been up to the new,
smeller companics ta attract the
people most at risk, guy men, and
the young promiscuous. Three
yours ago, J illfy condunis ware lo-
parted from Geomay by Michael

1

Conitzer, the owner of the Stirling
Cooper clothes chain, and sold in-
side and outside his shops, in

ceplive  audience  of  regular
women readers, where TV ad-
vertising has failcd.

vending and cigarctte h
{which delivored a pack of Jiffy to
the inattentive smoker who pulled
the wrong slot). They were aimed
particulazly at young people, and
sold in packs of 2 instead of the
standard British thrce. In Japan,
corcloms arc macketed in packs
of 25, 56 and 100 and sold door-ta-
door by housewives,

Naw, since men stilf scem 10 be
reluctant to meke a habil of bay-
ing -~ and using — condoms on
grounds of vanity and scositivily.
10 say nothing of laziness, the
onus fs falling on women here.
Prosumably, having overcome the
agonies of buying sanitary towels,
and habituated to responsibilily
by the Pill, women are more kikely
ta mmove on o buying the fa‘n!i!y

Ken Livingst had a point
when he suggested that M
Thatcher should have played it ¢
straight and taken responsibility
for tefling the nation, right at the
beginning of the Aids scare, that
they were al serious risk. What
bas resulted is a marketing war,
with all the opportunitics that
opens up: Wisdon, the taoth-
brush manufacturers, are already
encolraging sales on the back of
the Aids campaign.

However well-rescarched and
altruistic Richard Branson's sales
technigue might be, the fact re- |
mains that it has come too late. It |
doesn’t really matter who buys the |
condoms, 50 long as somehody |
does, but if, as Michacl Conitzer !
says, it costs him less than 2p 10

import from G |

Durcex along with the
powder,

Sinwe Coaignafitan's Sefe Gitls
Carry Condom’s campnign earlic
thiz ‘year, mest other women’s
magazines have follewed suit, fur
wase | g with o ve-

why couldn't the Government
have seally taken the tead, told
cvoryonc ahout thew, and given
them away free?

L.J.
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FAIDS blood
donor held

A man alleged to have
sold his blood to several
blood banks, al:hough he
knew he had AIDS, has
beenn arrested on suspicion
of attempted murder, a pro-
secutor’s  spokesman  said
vesterday in Los Angeles.

“If this case goes ahead.
it will be the first criminal
prosecution in the United
States of someone alleged to
have donated blood knows
ing the blood was con-
taiminated with the Ag
quired Immupe TDeficiency
Syndrome virus,” said Schiuv
ler Sprowles, a spokesman
for the District Attorney
office,
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GPs call for right
to refuse Aids |
carriers treatment

By Jill Sherman, Social Services Correspondent

Dactors will call this week for
the right to be able to refuse 1o
treal & patient whe is H!V
positive (a carrier of the Aids
virus) if the patient does not
consent ‘o that information
being passed on 1o other
medical professionals.

Dociors from the Brighton
and Cuckfield branch of the
British Medical Association
have proposed-a motion to be
debated at the BMA's annual
representalive - ieeting  in
Brighton this week, stating
that it is a datior's pro-
fessional duty 1o Ensure thai
all information relating 10 a
patient is made available 1o
any other doctor involved in
thal patient’s care,

“The patient’s consent
should normaliy be sought,
but where this is refused it is
nol unethical for a doctlor 1o
decline to continue with the
patient’s management,”

However, the secretary of
the British Medical Associ-
ation. Dr John Havard, made
it clear yesterday that the
BMA council. would oppose
the motion, due to be debated
on Thursday.

"“In this case we would
support the General Medical
Council’s view that it is
uncthical for a doctor to refuse
treatment on the grounds of
any iliness, and Aids should
nol be an exception”. Dr
Havard said.

However, BMA leaders are
likely to support another mo-
lion also <concerning  the
confidentiality of information

reiating 1o Aids, The moton
states that if a patient ts found
to be HIV  positive the
patient’s GP and other medi-
cal professionals involved in
the direct care of thal patient
should be informed,

Dr Havard made it clear

that that should be with the’

patient’s consent and he in-
dicated that the council would
not support the whole of the
motion. which also called for
information 1o be given to al)
health professionals sharing in
the patient's care.

A further motion 10 be
debated this morning calls on
the British Medical Associ-
ation to accepl that a com-

Need for family court..12
Letters. . ORI,

prehensive health service free
at the point of need is no

longer cconomically feasible, i
and thai alternative methods '

of financing the NHS should |

be cansidered.

The composite  motion,
which reflects calls from dog-
tor in Brighton, North-east
Thames and Northampion,
was quickly knocked down
yesterday by Dr Havard who
made il plain that the council
would oppose the motion,

"M is the policy of the BMA
that there shouid be a Nat-
ional Health Serice free at the
point of delivery”, he said.
“The BMA is committed 10

the NHS and we will do all we ‘

can to save the NHS.»
Culture of crisis, page 16
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dam Mars-Jones feels he
must be “drawn to the
way that illness drama-
tizes health™, “When |
think aboul it, I've writ-
ten quile a lot about illness™, he
sayvs. "It conlains the buried things
about health that we don’t realiy
want o cenfronl.” In Hoesh-Mi, a
short but shaggy-dog story which
appearcd in his tirst book, Laniern
Lecture, the Queen contracts rabies
after being licked by one of her
corgis. The year of publication was
1931, and rabics, at that time, was
the only illness he could think of
(apart from an obscure one brought
ahout by the consumption of
inadequately cooked brains) which
invariably turned out (o be fatal.

Now, post-1981, there is a
disease other than rabics which is
proving to be lethal, The Darker
Proaf: Stories from a Crisis, by
Mars-Jones and Edmund White, is
published today week. The word
“Aids™ appears ance on the jacket,
bul is 1o be found noewhere within
the book. Mars-Jones’s four stories
and White's two deal less with the
discase and its case-histories than
with the cffect 1t has had on the
consciousness of people who are
living in close proximity (o it

Last year Mars-fones acted as a
“buddy” — someone who is avail-
able for practical help and moral

support - for two Aids sufferers. At

Adam Mars-Jones puts his own experience
of helping Aids victims into a remarkable
volume of short stories to be published next
week: interview by Anne Billson

the time, he had never considered
the 1ask as being something he
could write.about but, he admits, “I
supposc the book wouldn’t have
been written if I hadn’t buddied,
beause | wouldn't have had a sense
of knowing the reality of Aids,
rather than just the culture of it”,

The idea for the book first came
to him in December and, Faber
and Faber proving willing, the
manuscript was delivered in April.
It included a story by White, An
Oracle, already published in Chris-
tapher Street, and one by Mars-
Jones, Sfim. which had appeared
last year in Granta, although he
had originally never intended it as
anything other than a one-off. In
Slim, by replacing the word “Aids”
with the African term for the
disease, Mars-lones hoped to re-
move many of the reader’s aunto-
matic responses to it.

The title of the volume proved to
be tricky. since, with two writers’
work included, it could not be
named afier any one particular
story. “We wanted something som-
bre. but not suicidal™, says Mars-
Jones. Both men had been

reviewing the diaries of Jean
Cocleaw; While pointed out a
reference to a production of Ra-
cine, where Cocleaun had instructed
the actors to echo their rehecarsal
for the actual performance, but 1o
pull “a darker proof”. “The idea is
either that these stories are rather
more sombre versions of two
writers' styles and preoccupations
or else thal, in a crisis, there is a
darker proof of humanity, of
friendship, of love and afl that.™

riters of fiction, and

writers of gay fiction

in particular, are still

struggling to get 10

grips with Aids,

which for them is a literary

problem as much as a physical one.

“What you notice”, says Mars-

Jones, “is that gay books tend to be

set in 1981, [t is so much easier to

pretend that Aids hasn't happened,

And, in many of them, Aids is just

an excuse for a nostalgic look at the
Seventies,”

Shori stories, reasons Mars-

Jones, are more effective than a

novel would be, simply because the

illness itsell has its own ‘‘very

 the culture of crisis

potent narrative drive — secmingly
towards death, as things now stand.
And it's very hard to write a novel
resisiing that whereas in a short
story you can choose your own
time-scale. ' You can somehow
make an aesthetic slice which
avoids the push towards an appar-
ently obvious solution.”

The *aesthetic slices™ in this
volume deal with a broad range of
emolion and experience, unclotted
with medical facts. Though de-

pressing, they are surprisingly not |
unduly so, White’s stores are more |

valedictory, his characters moving

from Paris to Venice to Crete as |

they mourn the passing of a golden |

age. Mars-Jones js rather more
pragmatic, dealing with the day-to-
day realities of coping with reduced
immunity, fatigue and the attitudes
of family and friends.

. “The nearest I can get to
internationalism is a New Zealand
character., But | hope the effect is

that this isn’t something that’s just

happening to particular individ-

uais. but to a lot of people. At the '

same lime we can't write about
Africa, because it’s not something
we know about. There’s bound 10
be an oddity in the fact that the
continent most directly affected by
the illness doesn’t get a look-in.”

® The Darker Proof: Stories from a

Crisis by Adam Mars-Jones and

Edmund White is published on Jufy 6
by Faber and Faber at £3.95.
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~ Aids man
on murder
- charge

AN Alleged male prostitute,
wha gold his AIDS-contamiin-
ated blood to a plasma
centre was charged vesterday
with attempted murder,

District Attorniey Ira Rein-
er said he would ask that
Joseph Edward Markowski
be held, without bail, follow-
ing arraigment on-ten chatges
Including attempted murder,
gssau‘]‘t and attempted poison-
ing. :

“T know of no other cawe,
Reiner szid, Markowski {29),
admitted he sold blood Know-
ing he might - be spreading
the disease. Tl - sllegedly
told authorifies: “I know
that  AIDS can kill. But. I
wds =0 hard up for money
I didn't give a damn)* -
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Govt. AIDS
campaign
“inadequate’’

A local county counciilor
has hit out at the Govern-
ment’'s ‘‘totally inade-
quate’’ publicity campaign
about Aids.

Fine Gael councillor fer
Templeogue, Mr. Martin
Lynch, claimed at a recent
meeting of the County
Council that the Govern-
ment's publicity campaign
would only “perpetuate
further ignorance” about
Aids.

He told the meciing that
more explicit information
shoufd be distributed
thraugh locai libraries and
in official government
handouts if the disease is to
be tackled,

The chairwoman of the |
meeting, Dun Laoghaire |

Clir Betty Coffey said she
“whaleheartedly” agreed

with Cllr. Lynch, but said a°

motion — calling for greater
publicity about Aids — was
tabled by her overayearago
and was due to be heard by
the Council in the coming
weeks.

But, Clir. Lynch claimed:
"By the time we getaround
to discuscing Clir. Coffey's
motion we could have an
Aids epidemic throughout
the Dublin region.”

e
i

information pamphlets !

about Aids were  “prac-
tically hidden" when he
visited three chemists in
south Dublin recently, he
claimed.

“l'was made to fael highly
embarassed when |
enquired about the leaflets
which were produced from
under the counters of these
chemists,” he told the
meeting.




