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Reve;;ge
- killer
had Aids

HOMOSEXUAL killer Michael
Lupe, tock a  Rorrifying
revenge on his gay lovers
after discovering he had Aids.
_The London-based fashion bou-
tique manager first strangled
his wvictims and then viciously
mutilated their bodies.

Last night Lupo (34) began
four life séntences after plead-
ing guilty at the Old Bailey to
murdering four men and
attempting to kill two others.

Gifford told the court: “It

to the risk that he will con-
tract & fatal disease in prison
within the next five years.™

WhilE Lupo, insisted that
he did not know he had Aids
until after his arrest in May

vinced the former Italian
army commando found he had
the Aids virus in autumn

homosexuais in his sex life.

Lupo boasted he had more
than 4,000 lovers — sometimes
as many as four in one eve.

in gay pubs and clubs. There
he picked up his victims and
tried to strangle them in what
he called “a cold rage.”

Lupo told police he was
impotent., Detectives' . believe
that when his victius — all

However, hiz counsel, Lord |

(the Aids virus) exposes him-

last year, detectives are con- |

1985, and began to hate the

ning, when he went “cruising”

hut one picked up for sex — -
failed to arcuse him, he stran- :
gled them. Psychialrists who '

have examined the four-stime
killer believe he may even
have tried to achieve arousal
by murdering his victims.

tion, Lupo killed and muti-
lated hecause it gratified his
kinky sadistic sexual tastes.
“In short, he enjoyed it at the
time he did it,” said Mr.
Julian Bevan,

According to the pmsecu-:
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£ IDS I'iS
IRISI} women are more at risk from aids than thelr
counterparts in England. This is the elaim of a
newly formed information and support group based
in Duabtin,

‘Women and Aids, Is anxlous to educate women
throughout the country about the dangers of AIDS,

The Women and AIDS group claim that more
women per head of population, who have heen tesied
in this country, are AIDS antibody positive.

Brends Harvey, spokeswoman for the group,
points out that if these wonien hecome pregnant,
thelr chances of developing ‘full blown AIDS' greatly
increases. in addition, 24 babies have already been
born here with the anti-body positive. {FTwo of these
returned negative tests later, while two others
developed compiete AIDS).

The task of educating Irish women io the AIDS
danger is made difficult, says Brenda, firstly hecause
there is more funding avaitable In Britain for groups
like this. Sccondly, AIDS anti-body positive women In
other countries are being offered abortions.

“In this country, women do not have that chance
to save their own lives,” she s5ay8s,

A, first ‘Women and AIDS' leaftet will Pocus on
safe sex practices for women. It will alse clarify why
it 1s dangerous for women with the antl-bodies to
hecome pregnant, or to breastfeed in the event of
having a chitd.

As Is the case with other groups, the dilemma of
funding has yet to be sorted out. However, members
are avallable to give talks to women's groups and
tan he contacted by telephone at (01)710895
{Brenda), Monday te Friday, 1 am. to 4 p.m.,

Alternatively the AIDS heipline at (01)307888
can put vou in touch between 3 pam. and 6 p.m, on
Saturdays or 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Mondays. The
postal address is PO Box 1884, Sheriif Sheat, Dublin
1

Women and A1DS" will facllitate a special work-

shop at the forthcoming Women's Studies Congress
In Trinity College, Dublin, Friday July 10 at 1.30

. Clore Fonell
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transmission ncluding swap- disease its

. N Iy
ping syringes/needles, scx- A case of putfing the

nday Press sur- ual contact with infected before the horse'!” What is L
he. findings ©f which persons and two other clini- needed now from those who o
were- published in the arti- cal conditions. It would be stecr Our resourses in the : - B
cle “Turnabout on AIDS” 4 mistake therefore to treal . health and social aves is a S
(Sunday Press, July 3). the AIDS problgm as being recognition of this. O

Of particular interest’ 1o seperatés to “golution  to :
our organisation, Com- --the dFuEs aliise probiem. Our work done te date
munity Action ‘on Drugs Drug <addiction should be has managed Dby the gener- |,

roof ous etforts of those supper- :
l,

(CAD) is the understanding viewed ~ as the. real
] tive of the Federation aims

cause out of which the ten-

of how the jnfection 18
transmitted. The responses tacles of many of fodays given on 4 voluntary basis
in that survey to this ques social, physical and other to keep it afloat.
M howed that there is  ills including AIDS spring. . . L [
now an increased awareness In working for Fducation This survey indicates the }
of how Infected Neadles/Sy- and Prevention in one area requirement of thal work to °
ringes {Drug Users) are CAD automatically erects a pe given a guarantee on
the avenue of AIDS. A barrier to the invasion of permanent fooking.for -Lag
Majority of those surveyed the othq}t.._ d
(52% of respondents in the Any ﬁture programmes
survey) now, see it as the devised © hich do - not see
main source of transmission these polfits in their effects

would in fact, as the survey

of the deadly virus.
Teé . HEB booklet spelt indicates, be (reating the
_put four proven ways of symptoms rather than the
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op’ doctors in
secret AIDS tests,
~nurses are urged

NURSES are being urged by one of their leaders to

who want a cup of tea
during conferences face a
red tape assault course.
If ‘they ecan prove their
meefing s in an official

oo and likely to last
‘several hours,’ they go on
o PBtage Two, the form-
filling,

Then requests for tes
must be made on ‘a seven-
part. proforma, signed at
Cirade 7 level, forwarded to
the . foes! point for each
division, then passed to the
cantesn manager,

Later ‘two further sec-
tions of the form must be
sent te the focal point, whe

rgn recelpt of the invoice
~{roin the canteen manager,
tmusk complete another two
sections and forward the
claim to the accounts divi-
sion for payment.

blow the whistle on doctors who carry out secret

AIDS tests on patients.

Mr Richard Wells, AIDS adviser to the

Mursing, is warning nurses
that they could be sued for
assault or face professional
misconduet charges if they
collude in such tests.

Recently the British Medical Associ-
arion annual meeting narrowly bached
a3 motion for secret tests after dele-
gates claimed they were necessary to
sefeguard doctors,

Up to 40,000 people are estimated by
the Health Department to have been
infected hy the virus. Some surgecns
want all patients AIDS tested before
operatlons. .

But a positive test could prevent a
atient from obtaining a ‘mortgage,
nsurance or even a job.

In & report in the Royal College
newspaper, Nursing Standard, Mr
Wells snys there is a need to remind
narses of the rules of professional
conduct. These state that they ‘should
always zct in the best interests of the
patient.”

If nurses follow good clinieal prac-
tice, he adds, the risk of infection is
‘minimal’.

The RON's view is that all at-risk
patients should be advised of the need
to be screened and recelve approprinte

Royal College of
[ SR e ——

THE DIY VIRUS
KIT THAT'S |
SELLING FAST |

DEMAND for Anti-AIDS kits has
soargdd among Britons heading for !
exotic holiday spots.

More than 6,000 people, scared by.
the dangers from infected needles in, |
some foreign countries have paid
£9.80 for the custom-made sterile
medical packs.

The suppliors WMIASTA say demand
for their kits is enormous.

Last year the Hoyal Family started
taking their own syringes and blood
plasmia supplies on overseas trigs.

pre- and post-test counselling,’ he says.

‘We should not allow our judgements .
to be clouded by arguments within .
other professions.’ s

The Medica: Practitioners Union

condemned the BMA decision 'as a

breach of moral and ethical
- standards.’

BMA leaders have also
condemned the decision
by their own delegates. D
John Marks, BMA Coun-
cil Jeader, has warned
that a doctor could be
cailed upon by the Gen-
eril Medical Council to
justify a secret test, Per-
sonal fear of infection
would be an unacceptable
defence,

Escorts

4 group of doctors has
catled for prostlitutes to be
registered and glven com-
pulsory health checls.

They saw 50 prostitutes
who came to St Mary's
Haospital, Paddington,
West London, and found
that one had the AIDS
virus. ‘The women elaim
up to 200 clients a week
each,

Of the 60 prostituies, 18
operated a3 escorts, 14
pleked up clients in the
streel, ten used & flat and
the remaining eight
worked in clubs or broth-
els, All were aged between
19 and 48,

S/
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DR. TERENCE. M. Schmahl, a
heart surgeon at a New York
hospital, and his wife, Karen,
an anaesthetist at another hos-
pital in the city, were both
concerned about geiting aAlDS
fremm  the people they see
euery day.

Heowas at greater risk, they
ithougint, because he was more
iheiy o be  exposed  to
patient’s bload. As a result,
they cdecided he would test
patients and refuse te operate
on anyone who was a carrier
of the A[DS virus.

Senmahl, who is chief of St
Luke's Hospital's Department
of Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surpery, is one of a very
small bul visible number of
metical practitioners who are

operate on

victims

refusing’ to care for carriers
of the AIDS virus.

The medical comm anity 1s
bitterly divided in an ethical
debate over whether this kind
of respense to a major public
health problem is in keeping
with the ethical respoasibvils
ities of the profession.

Medical officials emphasise
that many doctors and nurses
are responding to the AIDS
epidemic with great courage
and caring. They say the num-
har of professionals refusing
to treat carriers of the wvius
that causes AIDS or those
with AIDS itself is minuscule.

But the numbers are cleariy
growing, spokesmen for homeo-
sexual rights groups, medical
groups ang unions represent-
ing health care workers all
agroo.

The reason, more than any-
thing else, they say, is 'a
study released in May by the
centres Tfor disease control
reputauy  thial tinee health
care workers  around the
nation had been infected with
the AIDS virus after brief
exposure to blood centani-
nated with the virus.

It apparentiy entered the
health workers through breaks
in the skin. The six earlier
reported cases among  such
warkers involved actual injec-
tion of er prolonged exposure
to contaminated bodily fluids,
the agency said.

With the reporf, the risk of
infection hit heme for health
care workers.

Bul experts say studies have
shown that even workers acci-
dentally stuek  with  containi-
nated needles have only a
slight risk of infection with
ihe virus, and they note that
thousands of health care work-
ers have heen (reating AlDS
patients every day without
becoming infected,

The cenlres for disease con-
trol have issued guidetines on
precautions for workers to
take with AIDS virus carriers,
and  experts say these offer
effective oretoction

i
v

t
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Slapping Down
The Mosquito

Can mosquitoes, which carry
such diseases as malaria and
yellow [ever, also transport
the deadly AIDS virus? The
question arose in 1985, when
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC} in Atlanta studied
an unusually dense clustering
of AIDS syfferers in the mos-
quito-infested area of Belle
Glade, Fla. Last week the At-
lanta Constitition stirred up
the mosquito scare anew by

publishing the preliminary
findings of a research team
sponsored by the Mational In-
stitutes of Health, Tts tentative
conclusion: the AIDS virus can
indeed ride as a passenger on
the blood-sucking mosquito.

To AIDS investigators, the
reports of the virus in mosqui-
toes, bedbugs and even tear
drops have heen a “distracting
sideshow.” The pivotal ques-
tion is not where the virus is
hiding or riding, but whether
in that form it can cause
disease.

Mot surprisingly, scien-
tists last week quickly stapped

Revived scaro: suspect carrier

down the suggestion that the
pesky insects may be infect-
ing humans with the AIDS vi-
rus. For one thing, the virus
does not reproduce inside
mosquitoes, as it does in hu-
man blood, Nor is it found in

NYAITOX ZINNA—LERM

insect saliva, which generally
transports insect-borne infec-

tions. Even under perfect lab- -

oratory conditions, research-
ers have been unable to
produce an AIDS infection by
a mosquito or another biting
insect.

Indeed the earlier CDC in-
vestigation of Belle Glade
failed to find AIDS infeclions
excepl among members of
traditional risk groups and
their sex partners. “If mosqui-
toes are doing it,” said a CDC
spokeswoman last week,
“they are very selective about
who they are biting.” [ ]

60

TIME, JULY 13, 1987
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AIDS policy under attack

A Munster MEP said yes-
terday he did not agree
with EEC poliey that
AIDS sufferers should
have free movement
within the 12 member
states, writes Miriam
Denohoe.

And former Fianna
F4il minister, Mr. Gene
Fitzgerald, said AXDS/
sufferers or carriers|
should only he allowed
into Ireland under strict
medical supervision.

The MEF was coin-|
menting following the |
EEC Commission |
announcement last week .
that people suffering :
from AIDS are free to
circulate within the 12 !
member states., :

The Commission
strongly condemned
measures proposed by the

German Bavarian Region
to close Germany’s bor-
ders to all ATDS patients
from abroad.

The Federal Govern-
ment is currently consid-
ering the Bavarian pro-
posals which, the EEC
stressed, are contrary to
EEC rules on the free

movement of cifizens.

Mr. Fitzgerald said he
agreed im priniple with
the Bavarian move, ]

Howaver, another
Munster MEP, Professor.
Tom Rafftery, told thei
Examiner he didn’t think
restrictions against
AIDS carriers would
work, -

He said the Bavarian
proposal would not be
effective in  preventing
AIDS and pointed out'
that as the law stands, it
would interfere seriousiy
with freedomm of move-
ment of citizens,

He stressed it is tmpor-
tant that people under-
stand how AIDS s
spread, through educa-|
tion.
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THE decision of the British Medical Association to approve |
secret AIDS virus tests has come under further attack as it |
emerged that many doctors are ignoring safety rules issued by
the Department of Health and Social Security

The  Medical  Practitoners'
Union  was  “appalled” and
described the decision as "a
breach of moral and ethical
standacds.” A test  wilthoul

-consent  constituted  assault,

The National Unien of Public

Employees, representing
250,000 health workers, corili--

cised the decision as “a panic
move which {lies in the face
of expert advice that secret
tests will deter pesple from
seeking treatment and infringe
patients’ rights."”

The Royal College of Nurs-
Iy issued a poinled warning
that nurses could be sued for
itssatlt,

Senior nurse and  other
mediccal  sourves  say  (hat
nieny doctors are nol wearing
the gloves and gowns which
the DHSS vonsiders essential
when treating all pattents in
order {0 shield against AIDS
other  more  infectious
virwies  in blood  and  body

Laurie  Altan, the con-
sultént. who told the BMA
recoiathy that the power 1o test
palients  without consenl  was
necessary for the prolection of
duciors admitted that she did
not always stick to the safely
rules when treating her own
patients  at Narthwick  Park
Tospital. Harrow,

“Nodody  wanls to be seen
by a doclor wearing goggles
ind gloves,” she said.

Une of the DHSS advisers
on narsing AILDS patients, Mr.
Rober. Pratt, of Charing Cross
Hospital, London, said: “Physi-
crans dre nol Toljowing current
practice  advice  which  would
protect them {rom HIV."

Mroo Pratl, with 30 olher
London  specialist  nurses  to
the BMA recently to condemn
Is detision, "We hope physi-
chins wiil co-operale when the
patient demands to know the
HIV stalus of his or her own
physivian  or  surgeon.” the
nurses wrote,

One, M. Michael (ennolly.
of Guy's Hospital, said: "Some
doctors perfer to have patients
serecried  against their  will
ratleor than take  precautijons
Tl B pratessiulials Uty
st bl Lk

A osemor Dedieal HoUree cun-
firneill that many doclors out.
side e major London unils
e aznoring the safely  rujes
as impractical. Many wear the
recemmiended  gowns,  gloves,
anel poggles only  when there

was i chance of blood splash-
g inte Lheir eyes.

Yel safety could only be
guaranteed If they look these
precautions as recommeapded
by the Chief Medical Officer,
&ir Donnld Acheson. Tesling
people withoul consent would
not  puaranteée doctors’ safely,
said  the source — routine
safely precautions would,

The Royal Cellege of Nurs
g raid in a stalemenl: “Hos-
pitals are already using preju-
diced and arbitary criteria to
decide on who they will tesi.”
Nurses were “bound by a dif-
ferent  code of professional
conduet  to  that of doctors
which requires nurses always
1o act in the best interests of
the patient.

“If nurses participale in any
wiy in unconsented screening
for HIV they may be open Lo
charges of professional miscon-
auet or civil suits for assaull
and trespass.

A patienl should always be

formed  when this tesl s |

being carried oul and peceive
counselljing.”

Dr. Allen, censultant anaos-
theist at Northwick Park, s
she would only test a patient
without consent §f she el
reasen 1o believe the palient
was inoa risk group for AIDS
aned i copsent was unobtain
able - for example if {he
patient was unconscious afley
a road aecident,

Ske would not perform a
test it a  patient expressly
refused one but she might
then treat one but she mjght
then treal the patient gs i he
had  been Infected and  lake
the necessary precaulions, I
doctors become  infocted  (hay
is a tragedy because they are
likely to pass on the infection
lo somecne plse.™

Dr.  Allen  confirmed that
nany  other doctors did not
use the recommended safely
precantions, “In  the theatre
we 1ave to wear Lwo pairs of
gloves, powns, and goggies. [
don't think thal is very practi-
cal tor every G.P, 1 would not
wish to freal  every  patient
e itk S woudd b unpleas-
danl for most pualjent

Sesun o Twlnd! adds. The
Assoviation of Coemmunity
flealth Councils in conference
at York condemned the BMA
devision  as  “hvsterical”  and
ik raceful,"” ‘!
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African students in New Delhi protesting against an Indiait gov-
crmment ruling that foveign students shionid (ake an Alds ie
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The Mosquito
AIDS Scare

Can insect bites
transmit the virus?

vinced that AIDS isn't an easy disease
toeatch, anarticlein The Atlanta Con-
stitution last week reported evidence that
' the AIDS virus can be carried by the com.
mon masguito, The story spread across the
nation with the speed of an influenza virus,
mostly because it revived a largely dis-
counted theory that mosquitoes can trans-
mit AIDS like so many “dying syringes.”
In the study, vesearchers at Bionetics
Research, Inc, a private laboratory in
Rockville, Md., fed mosquitoes blood con-
taminated with the AIDS virus, Two days
later they found the virus still present in
the stomachs of some of the insects. What
gave the Constitution's story irresistible
impact was the strang implication that
Dr. Robert C. Gallo of the National Cancer
Institute, one of the leading picneers in
AIDS research, had headed the study. “1
am angry that my name has been used
like this,”" Gallo said, adding that he mere-
1y supplied samples of AIDS-contaminat-
od blood and provided for the lab work
through NCI's ongoing con.
tract with Bionetics. The re-
search was actually initiated -
by Drs. Mark Whiteside and
Caroline Macleod of the Insti-
tute for Tropical Medicine, a
privately funded facility in
North Miami. The Florida-
Medical Entomology Labora.
tory in Vero Beach supplied the
mosquitoes, "It wasa collabora-
tive effort,” says MacLeod,
Whiteside and MacLeod
have been the main proponents
of the mosquito theory of
AIDS transmission for years.
They base their case large-
ly on Bella Glade, Fla., a
farming community of 20,000
that has the highest rate of
AIDS in the United States—
375 per 100,000, Half of these
cages, they contend, don't scour
among male homosexuals or
other high-risk groups. They
suggest that the squalid lving
conditions in the town, includ-
ing exposure to mosquitoes
and other insects, encourage .
infection with the AIDS
virus or with other organisms

J ust when the public seemed about con-

Loty A L W L alE Ey MRS iy 1 S E Ty e 1

G.P.C. Box 4276, Sydnay, N.3.W, 2001
Telephona: (02) 211 0700
Facsimlle: {02) 212 8732
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An angry selapdifle huzz:

that trlgger a dormant ‘
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Gallo (left) Whiteside

example, the insect in-

AIDS virus, *

The vast majority of AIDS obsenrem dis-
agres, They citethe pattern of AIDSspread
in Africa, Malaria, whi¢h iz transmitted by
maosquitoes, affects all age groups, old and
young alike, But the incidence of AIDS
among children and the elderly isquite low
there. The cases that have ocourred in
these age groups are blamed on dirty nee-
dlesand widespread transfusion of contam-
inated blood, In Beile Glade investigators
from the U.5. Centers for Disease Control

"have long since concluded that AIDS has

primarily come from promiscuous sex and
intravenous drug use,

Furthermore, it seems doubtfu) that the
mosquite’s physiology perrhits it to trans.
mit AIDS. In diseases like malaria, for

BRUCE COLEMAN INC.

gests the causative para-
site when it feeds on a victim and then
introduces it into the next individual
through saliva when it feeds several days
later. But one expert aays bluntly: “It ]ust.
doesn't happen with AIDS."” Studies in

various labs fail to show that the AIDS .

virus reproduces and multiplies inside the
maosquite, he notes. "[Whiteside and Mac-
Leod) have no evidence except that a mos:
quito can take in blood,” says Gallo. That
won't prevent the Florida scientists from
presenting their case anew this week at a
conference convened by the federal Office
of Technology Assessment on the mosqui-
to-AIDS controversy,
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The British Medical Associa-
tion's decision to allow secret
Aids tests has already caused
greal damage and could have
disastrous CONSequences,
according te specialists.

Professor Michael Adler and
Dr. Donal Jeffries of the Mid-
diesex Hospital, London, say:
“It would be a disaster if peo-
ple stopped coming to doctors
for advice and treatment
because of the fear of possible
indiscriminate testing without
consent. Any move that drives
risk groups underground must,’
be resisted, This is now a real
danger."

When doctors say that it is
acceptable to test witheut con-
sent they are likely to destroy
the trust of those at risk of
infection, according to Profes-
sor Adler and Dr. Jeffries,
“We have no chance of defeat-
ing the Aids epidemic if we
¢o not have that trust"

The debate at the BMA's
annual representative meeting
was confused, and the decision
to allow doctors to test with-

out consent was wrong, they °

say in a leading article in the
association’s  British  Medicat
Journal. The leader reflects
the opposition among the
BMA hierarchy to their mem-
bers’ decision.

Professor Adler said: “Great
damage has already been
done, Boctors not at the meet-
ing will now feel they have
carte blanche to test whom
they like without consent."

Docters phoning the BMA
for advice on the decision are
being told that involuntary
tests could land them in seri-
cus trouble with the BMA and

the General Medical Council,.
an associatien spokeswoman

said.

guidelines,

Secret Aids test slated

The GMC and the BMA are
drawing up ethical and legal
due out in the
autumn, which are expecled to
rule out secret tests except in

the most exceptional circum-
stances. N
The leader in the Brilish

Medical Journal says: “Doctors
must now be seen by their
patients as putting themselves
pefore those they should be

caring for. This i5 a poor
. example for other pgroups

within the health and social
services.

“Testing should not be done
simply to protect doctors from
the wvery small chance of
becoming infected.” Hundreds |
of thousands of health work-
ers worldwide have treated
patients infected with the
virus, HIV, yet only nine have
been infected. :

A way should be found to
ameliorate the effects of the
BMA decision, they say.
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artists

THE MNew York City Opera has fost two dozen of its artistes to AIDS, o

symptom of the way the disease is rampaging through the Americon music
world wiping ouf singers, musicians, conductars and stege directors,

An  investigation into the
impact of AIDS in lhe arts
has been prompled by the
death of Michael Bennetl, the
choreagrapher who conceived
and directed A Chorus Line
and other hil Dreadway musi-
cals like Follies and Dream
Girts. He died of cancer
caused by AIDS.

Opsra singer Reberta Pelers
catled the effects “devastating.
The arts are losing So many
crealive lalented people.” Her
piatio accompanist Larry
Serovaks died  in Mareh  of
AIDS.

Pianist  Paul  Jacobs s
another victin,

Artist Ross Bleckner painled
a memorial to those who died
of AIDS. It was called 8122,
the number of victims of the
disease as ef January 1986,

This year he painled a pew
work  entilled 18,301, Mr.
Bleckner saitd, “A lol of young
people are dying al the lime
when Lheir talent is blosscm-
ing. 1 think it perineates Lhe
atmosphere in the arts.”

In  San  Franciseo.  Sean
O'Neill & voung ballet <dancer
is critteally il with AIDS. In
New York 1 people aoul of a

single Broadway shew have
died of the disense.

Playwright  Larry Kramer
said: “1 am nhol interested in
anything else but AIDS. 1
have become obsessed with it
perhaps lo a fault almost. It
is just that it is so over
whelming."

In Syduney, guarids wearing
surgical ploves Lloday escorted
an ATDS earrier inlo ¢ourl to
face a charge of ftrying Lo
murder policemen by smearing
his blood on them during a
fight,

5S¢ is dancer Charles Ward

&nd aclor-director Charles Lud-
fum, founder of 1he New
York's Ttheatre of the Ridicu-
fous, make-up and hair
designer for Broadway shows.

The In Memoriom list runs
into hundreds.

Alan Atkinson, & well-known
cesigner of children's books, is
alse dead of the discase. He
had illustruted 25 bucks  of
stories.

‘The first he wrote as well
as illusirated will be published

lale this year. He succumbed -

o AIDS fwn weeks ago,

“Most of Lhe people who are
dying are in their 205 and 30s
just when they should be tak-
inp over the workl. when lhey
should he crealive lorees run-
ning the world," said Harvey
Fierslein,  who  wrote  and
slarred in Forch Song Trilopy
on Hroadway.

His costar court Miller has
died of ALDS.

B
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THE MNew York City Opera hus Iosl two dozen of its artistes to AIDS, a
symptom of the way the. disegse is rampaoging fhrough the American music

world wiping out singers, musmlans, conductors and

An investigation into the
impact of AIDS in the arts
has been prompted by the
death of Michael Bennett, the
choreographer who conceived
and directed A Chorus Line
and other hit Broadway musi-
cals like Follies and Dream
Girls. He died of cancer
caused by AIDS.

Opera_singer Roberta Peters
called the effects “devastﬂtmg
The arts are losing s0 many

creative talented people.” Her-

piano accompanist Larry
Scrovaks died in March of
AIDS.

Pianist Paul  Jacobs is
another victim,

S0 is dancer Charles Ward
and actor-director Charles Lud-
lum, -founder of the New

York's Ttheatre of the Ridicu- |
lous, makeup and  hair |

designer for Broadway shows.

The -In Memoriam list runs |

into hundreds.

Alan Atkinson, a well-known |
designer of children’s books, is |

also dead of the disease, He'

had illustrated 25 hooks of |

stortes.
The first he wrote as well
as iflustrated will be published

late this year. He succumbed |

to AIDS two weeks ago.

“Most of the people who are
dying are in their 20s and 30s
just when they should be tak-
ing over the world, when they

Artist Ross Bleckner painted
& memorial to those who died
of AIDS. It was called 8122,
the number of vietims of the
disease as of January 1986.

This year he painted a new
work  entitled 16,301. Mr.
Bleckner said, "A lot of young

people are dying at the time

when their talent is hlossom-
ing. 1 think it permeates the

“atmosphere in the arts.”

should be creative forces run- *
ning the world,” said Harvey -

Fierstein, who wrote and

Wliistar court iljer
f AIDS, :

starred in Torch Song Trllogy

In  San Francisco, Sean
O’Neill a young ballet dancer
is critically ill with AIDS. In
New York 10 peop]e out of a

o

stage directors,

single Broadway show. have
died cf the disease.

Playwright Larry Kramer |

said: "l am not interested in

anything else but AIDS. I |
have become obsessed with it t
perhaps to a fault almost. It |/
is just that it is so over-;

whelming "
‘In Sydney, guards wearing

surgical gloves today escorted |
- an AIDS carrier into couff to |
face a charge of tryingy to

murder policemen by smégring
his* blood on them du#
fight.
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lessons
on Aids’

By Sarvah Boseley,
Education Correspondent

Children must be tanght
jabout the dangers of Aids as
part of sex education in schools,
& teachers' conference was told
_in London yesterday.
" Ms Doreen Massey, director
of the Family Planning Associa-
tion’s education unit, and Ms
Hilary Dixon, the manager of
Cambridge health authority’s
Aids educaton unit insisted that
-teaching about Aids could not
be confined to a one-oft lecture
about a new health hazard.
 Ms Dixon told the confer-
¢ enee: “'We cannct talk sbouf
Aids in schools and let it have
cany meaning for the children’s
| lives unless we talk abeut sexu-
| ality. Sex education cannot go
|on within schools if we are
going to be fair and honesi to
i young people without reference
'to Aids.”

The Government has found

|+ itself in some difficuldty gver the
.. issue. As a concession to right
‘wing Conservatives, the 1986
i Education Act was amended to
tallow governors to veto sex

i | education intheir schools.

The Government has insisted
| that Aids comes under the man-*
tle of health education. The
experts, however, fear that
some teachers may be too em- |
barrassed or fee) inadequately
informed to take on the issue.

day that the issues involved ‘in
Aids had overtaken the contro-

attract. g
She said: “ I now thlnk the
question should be of how sex
education is carried out and not
whether it is carried out.
Schools can new grasp this. and

.governaors and parents,”

Governors would support
sound policies for personal,
social and health education =
. including sex education and
Aids — she believed, There was,
overwhelming evidence that
parents and pupils wanted
schools to teach children about
sex.

Ms Dixon warned that ohil
dren were’ finding out about
Aids thiough  hearsay, televi-
sion and reading. “A loi-of
what they are picking up.-is
fear, mythq and
mlsunde] standings,”

Children needed- to discuss
what they were Being told and

how it might affect the}r lives

Ms Massey suggested yesters - .

versy that sex education used to, -

|present a firm stance" to
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Plea on protection

" MIDWIVES want betier pro-
* tection against mothers or
! pabies who suffer from Aids.

At its annual conference in
Manchester today, the Royal
College of Midwives will be

asked to approve improved.

guidelines on the safe hand-

ling of Aids carriers. Mid-

wives also . want
mothers-to-be to be screened
as routine at 30 weeks of

-

pregancy and Aids classified
an industrial disease.

Not all midwives are in
favour of routine screening.
Miss Sheila Flemming, Edin-
burgh’s director of mid-
wifery services, sald that
testing for HIV antibodies
was slow and not always
reliable, She thought the
present guidelines for hand-
ling aids were reliable and
adeqguate.



Guardian
15 July 1987

Monitoring agency ‘jeopardised’ by proposed shake-up

Health authorities ‘should
pay for blood tests’

By Andrew Veitch,
Medical Correspondent

Ministers are planning 1o
make health authorities pay £30
million a year for processing
blood tests, including tests for
the Aids virus, according to
documents passed to the
Guardian.

The move, scheduled for
April, involves the biggest ever
shake-up of the national disease
monitoring agency, the Public
Health Laboratory Service.

If the plan goes ahead, more
than two-thirds of the agency’s
249 million budget will be
switched to the NHS and the
agency will have to recoup the
money by charging individual

health authorities for the work
it does. Doctors and scientists
fear the changes wilt jeopardise
the agency's ability to monitor
epidemics, particutarly Aids.

The health service manage-
ment board, chaired by Mr
Tony Newton, has decided that
existing cooperative arrange-
ments between the NHS and the
PHLS shouid be ditched from
April. Instead, health authori-
ties will have to pay the agency
for all tests processed in its 562
lahoratories.

The bill, according to the
Department of Health, will
vome to about £30 million next
year. To pay for this, almost all
the £34 million a year which the

agency now gets directly from |

the Government to progess the
tests will be switched: to
regional health authorities, It
will retain little more than £8
million a year to run the central
lahoratory at Colindale, north
London.

The £3¢ million should pay
the first year’s bill for tests, but
health authorities wiil have to
fund subsequent increases from
their own budgets.

Numbers of tests, and hence
costs, have been rising by about

5 per cent a year. Demand has

risen sharply this year because
of Aids.

Doctors and scientists are
concerned that hard-pressed
health authorities may cut
down on {Ests to save threat-
ened hospital services, It that
happens, they warned yester-
day, the couniry’s ability to
monitor and control diseases
would be in jeopardy.

Outline plans were disclosed
in a Department of Health dotu-
ment, which was sent to labora-
tory heads before the genchal
election but has only just come
to light. Details were spelt vut
by the PHLS secretary, Mr
Keith Saunders, to leaders of
the setentists’ and teclutidians'
union Astms this week. -
‘Teach Alds Risk,’ page 4

*.
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Aids research calls for
licensing of prostitutes

published in this month’s is-
sue of the British fournal of
Hospital Medicine. The doc- -
tors, from three Eendon hos-

A group of doctors has called
for the licensing and regular
screening  of  prostitutes  to
protect them and their clients
from the risk of Aids infection
{Owr Science Correspondent
writes),

A year-long survey of 50
prostitutes in Loadon’s red-
light areas showed that the
wortenr had sexuzl relations
with ap to 200 clients 8 week,
Ouae of the women was found
to be carrying the Aids virus.

Viore than 9§ per cent of the
women favoured compulsory
medical examinations for all
prostitutes, and 80 per cent felt
it should be an offence for a
prostitute to work while she
knew she had a sexually
transmitted disease.

A report of the survey is

pitals, said such uncontrolled
sexuval activity withont proper
medical surveillance posed a
threat to the health of society,

¢ Advice and information on
Auls was a vital part of sex

education in schocle, a con-

ference sponsored by the Fam-
ily Planning Associztion and

Regearch On Sex Education

was told yesterday.

“Policies should he based on
a pianned approach, wiii
sound medical advice and
support  from outside
agencies”, Mrs Dgreen Mas-
sey, director of education at
the FPA, said.
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