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DS bised
donor on
mirder bid
charge |

'LOS ANGELES: An,

AIDS victim has been |
charged with attempied
murder for selling his

hlood — the first case of

its kind in America.

Male rostitute  Joseph
Markowski, 29, who was
informed that he had the
killer disease six months
ago, told police that since !
then he Had sold blood to
bicod banks up to 23 times. |

According to district at- |
torney Ira Reiner, Mar—‘l ;
kowski said: ‘I know that!
AIDS can kill, but I was s6
hard up for money 1 didn't
give & damn.

Markowski Is also said to

have had sex with five men
since finding out he had

AIDS.
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Pmstltme s tale
sparks Swiss
row over Aids

From Philip Jacobson, Zurich

Behind the prim facade of this
Swiss chtadel of commerce, a
bitler confronlaticn is deve-
loping over the right of
Jjoumnalists to protect con-
fidential sources versus the
right of the public to be
protected from Aids,

In a case that is sure to raise
far-reaching legal and ethical
issues, the Zurich public pros-
scutor- has charged three
employees of the state tele-
vision service, DRS, for refus-
ing to reveal the identity of a
prostitate they interviewed in
the course of a programme
investigating wiy Switzerland
has the highest proportion of
Aids cases in Western Evrope.

During her two minutes on
screen, with her face hidden
and voice disguised, Yvonne,.
a drug addict and confirmed
Alds sufferer, said she was
centinuing to have sex with
clients without using con-
doms.

As the programme pointed
out, more than 10 per cent of
Zurich’s 800 to S00 zegular
prostitutes were both drug
addicls and camiers of the
Aids virus, The implicativns
are deeply disturbing.

“We set out to demonstrate
how Aids can be spread
beyond the most commonly
affected groups by men using
the sérvices of prostlituies
v.," said Mr Daniel Eck-~
mann, the DRS spokesman.
“To make the programme
credible and realistic, we felt
we must show someone lke
Yvonne describing exactly
how she operated, and to
secure her co-operation we
had to agree never to reveal
her proper name.™ '

Yvonne's sombre contribu-
tion seems to have had the
desired effect. A few weeks
later, the city’s public health
authority began distributing
leaflets in the red-light district
exhonmg prostitutes to join
its anti-Aids campalgn by
‘atways using cendoms in their
trade. Scon afterwards he
. University of Zurich huspm\l
. reported the beginning of *
distinet change of behavncur
it the circles concorned”. \

But the DRS programme
also attracted hostile atien-
tion. According to the public
prosecutor far the canton of
Zurich, the editor of a city
newspaper requested (as any

rivale citizen may do) the
initlation of lega! proceedings,
against Yvonne, Under sce-

tion 231 of the Swiss penal
code she could be accused of
knowingly spreading “'a dan-
gerous  contagious  human
disease™, and face up to five
vears io jail.

The vice squad, however,
failed to find Yvonne, and so
the police asked the DRS
executive board for her iden-
tity. This was firmly refused,
The three journalists who
made the programme also
refused to reveal her name,
despite warnings that thcy
themselves could be charged
with abstruction of justice.

“*There are many other ways
in which the prosccutor’s of-
fice can pursue investipations
into  drug-addicted prostil-
utes,” the DRS declared in a
defiant stalement. “We can-
not accept the criticism that

Los Angeles — An Aidg victim
who allegedly knowingiy sold
his own contaminated blood to
a blood bank, has been
charged with attempted mur-
derr?lvor Davis writes), The
Diatrict Attorney sald “the
charges were necegsary to
protect the public®,

proceedings have been made
impossible by the journalists'
refusal to disclose the name of
this woman.”

As all concerned with the
“Yvonne affair” concede, it
raises a number of extremely
sensitive guestions. In the face
of the threat that the Aids
epidemic represents, ¢an jous-
nalists anywhsre moraily sus-
tain their tradilional right o
protect saurces?

Next mouth, the latest quas-
terly report of confirmed Aids
cases in Switzerland will re-
flect the wunusually rapid
spread of the disease here.
Since Junc 1984, the fipures
have shown a more than 30-
fold rise to just under 230
cases. Proportionally, in Bri-
tain, that would mean 2,000
cases, that is twice the acilual
reporied aumber.

Mecanwhile, the search for
¥vonne seoms to be gelling
nowhers, The three DRS
joumnalists remain adamant
that they cannot renege on the
promise 10 protect her identity
and the Swiss Journalisis'
Union applaud their stand,
Putting the DRS journalists
on trial, it argues, would nnly
strenglhen the case for a law
that eonfirms their right tn
professional secrecy.

i’,
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Mosquitoes can

harbour All

From RICHARD LAY in New York

MOSQUITOES can carry
the AIDS virus, but there
is no evidence that they
can spread it, it was
revealed yesterday.

American researchers at
the National Cancer Insti-
tute in Maryland found
it mosquitoes  injected
with virus-infected blood
later bad the virus in their
podies -- the first time
survival of the virus in

mosquitoes has been
estabiished.

But Dr Reobert Gallo of
the NCY was quick to
emphasise, ‘We have no
evidence to suggest mosqui-
toes can or do transmit the
AIDS virus under. iabora-
tory condltions.’

Studies in hath Afriea
pnd the U.S. support this
theory for two reasons.

On both eentinants, AIDS'

victims tend to be sexually-
gotive people aged between
25 and .

Researchers say that if
mosquitoes or any other

insect could spread AIDS

then the disease age pat-
tern would be different.

And In South Africa ear-
lier this month, researchers
found that mosguitoes al-
lowed to drink  ATDS-in-
fected blood couid uoh pass
on the virus to pure blood.
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THE AIDS.CRISIS creates new busi-

' pesses and markets.

Growing awareness of the fatal disease
spawns new products ranging from a
variety of AIDS tests to gold-plated condom
carriers. ATMS Biotech, Vancouver, devel-

_ops a new type of direct test for the virus; it

plans marketing through a chain of its own
laboratories. Gettig Technologies, Spring
Mills, Pa., develops a syringe injector
designed to reduce the risk of contaminating
health-care workers, At least three AIDS
newsletters begin publication. ““We've been
growing at about 18% to 20% a month,"” says
James Applebaum, editor of the seven-
month-0ld AIDS Record,

AIDS also bacomes a popular marketing
pitch for existing products. Insure Inc.,

Beileville, N.J., packages “Anti-Aids™ con- :

goms to sell in cigarette vending machines.
Finding some of its products recommended
for protection against the virus, Lab Safety
Supply, Janesville, Wis., puts cut a special
brochure on AIDS supplies.

To keep executives up io dale on
husiness opportunities, consultant Rob-
erl 8. First Inc. schedules an "AIDS
Bustness Update’’ conference.

* * *
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MELBOURNE: Nalional -

AIDS Tagkiorco head David
“ pennington today moved
1o head off fears that mos-
mx{l}lg bites could spread

‘Researchers at the Unit-

ed States Centre for Dis-

case Control have found -

mosquitoes can carry the
live AIDS virus but have
not established whether
they can pass it on to
humans.

But Prof. Pennington
today said 2 years of

~ research in Central Africa,’

where AIDS is most preva-

. lent, had found no evidence
insects could transmit the
deadly virus. -

Rescarch in America
had repeated work done by
. Prof. Chermann at the
_Pasteur Institute in Paris,
which found mosquitoes
which ingested infected
blood from a person with
AIDS could carry the live
. virus.

“But the question of
imBonancc s whether
AIDS can be/transmitted
by the mosquitoes,” said

- Prof. Pennington,

He pointed to diseases
such as malaria which can
“only be transmitted by
mosquitoes when the virus
actually grew in the
“insects’ salivary glands.

The American study has
not yet established whether
that was the case.

The head of the Ameri-
can research team, Dr
Robert Gallo, said the
AIDS virus did not repro-
duce in mosquitoes and

. Prof Pennington

was present mn loo small 2
dose to cause infection.

Prof. Pennington said
careful studics in Central
Africa had shown the
spread of the disease bore
no relationship to insect
bites.

"

..~ “AIDS has the opposite |

of the pattern with nsecl .

- “It is predominantly a
* disease of cities and towns
and is not common in

.children.” : .

And a storm of protest .
erupted in London today
after Britain's doctors
decided they need not ask
patients before carrying
out AIDS tests.

Specialists and MPs
warned that people who
feared they were infected
would be driven under-
ground.

The Department of
Health questioned whether
taking xaticnts‘ blood for a
secret A1DS test wag legal
and said doctors might be
commitling an assault.

bite transmission,”? hesaid. '
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From PETER MARK
in Yienna

SEVEN teenagers in
schoo! class have

having sexual
some of the infected pupils.

The scandal, at a Vienna school,
omraged Austria, which believed it
was barely touched by the disease,
with only 35 reported cases, of

whom 54 have diad.

it came to light when one of the
test,

Frightened—

pupits had an AIDS

ambulance
men take
action

DOCTORS were urged
yesterday to confide in
ambulance crews if
their patients were
suffering from infec-
tious killer diseases
such as meningitis,
hepatitis or AIDS.

The call came from Mr
Keith Nuttail, chisef
ambulance officer for
Berkshire, after it was
revealed that some
ambulancemen, fearful
for their own safety,
have been opening and
reading confidential let-
ters sent t0 hospitals
with ambulance
patients.

Fears about ambulance-
men's safety increased
after one crewman Mr
Ken ¥Ford, 41, con-
tracted  meningitis
possibly from a patient,

Mr Ford, of Emmbrook,!

Wokingham, had to

have his toes amputated

and needed plastic sur-

July 1987

2 single
caught AIDS
after injecting themseives with
hercin from an infected needle.
And two other people outgide the
school also caught the disease by
intercourse with

gery.

infectious,
writh

g Daily Mail special on the Kiiler’disease

~ Shock sweeps a nati
in one school class fall victims

positive rosults. He confided in a
member of the privately run "AIDS
Hitfe’ {AIDS Help) organisation that
others might be infected. Then
came the catastrophic results.

An Education Ministry spokesman
said the infected pupils would
remain in class as AIDS was not
other than by serual
contacts or through injections with

information

September,

contaminated needies.

The identity of the victims was
not being disclosed.

The spokesman alse annownced
that there would bé a massive
campaign directed
against the dangers of hoth AIDS
and drugs In afl Austria schools
when the autumn term apens in

training.

Teachers are to have special

Last year parliament passed 2 law
making doctors report
to the health authorities.

Health Minister Franz Loschnak
said the heaith authorities would
redouble their efforts with anti-
AlDS publicity.

AIDS cases

A STORM of protest erupted

last night

after doctors decided that they had the
right to give secret blood tests o patients
they suspected of carrying the AIDS

virus,

Specialists in the disease warned that people who
feared they were infected would be driven under-
ground. And at Westminster MPs condemned the

move.

The Department of Health
seid that taking patients’ blood
for secret AIDS iest might be
Hlegal and pointed out that
doctors might be committing
an assault.

The National Council for
Civil Liberties condemned the
doctors’ decision as a ‘panic
approach’.

The move came yesterday at
the conference of "the British
Medical Association in Bristol

By JOHN ILLMAN
Medical Correspondent

after a long and emotional
debate. To cheers speakers
argued that medieal and nurs-
ing staff should not b2 placed
at risk, They had to think of
their own health care as well
as that of patients.

The vote—183 to 140-—clearly
dismayed BMA leaders, includ-

Dr Dawson: A warning

ing the chairman, Dr John
Marks, who argusd against
‘draconian measures’.

Later he warned that a
doctor eould be called on by
the Genperal Medical Council
to justify & secret test. Per-
sonal fear of infection would
be an vnacceptable defence,

And asistant BMA secretary
Dr John Dawson said a pa-
tient rejected for a mortgage

25 a result of a secrst blood-

test might be able to take legal
action for civil damages.

The decision taken by the
meseting has no legal standing
but BMA confersnee decisions

‘often become enshrined in’
daily medical practice. {

Limited

. There was swift reaction at
Westminster.

Dr Samuel Galbraith,
Labour MP for Strathkelvin
and Bearsden, ané 8 member
of the GMC said: ‘A test that
involves withdrawal of blood is
an sssault unless the patient
has consented to it. I think the
legality of this decision is in
guestion.

And Dr Gavin Strang, Lebour
MP for Edinburgh East, said:

‘The Government will now
have to address itself to thi
issue.”

Mrs Sarah Spencer, sec-
retury of the National Counci]
for Civil Liberties, said thst
tests would provide only Hm-
ited information about the
spread of AIDS.

She added: ‘But the limited
nature of that does not out-
weigh the cost to an indivig-
ual’s privacy and the feedom
to decide what happens to
one’s own  body)

The Department of IHealth
said last night that it would
study the BMA motion
carefully.

A spokesman sald the Gov-
ernment's Chief Medical OFfi-
cer wrote to all doctors last
December making it clear that
the decision to be tested or not
was something the doctor
should discuss with the patient
before proceeding.

’

v
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- DUBLIN'S main sexually transmitted disease

~ clinic {s racing severe distuption because of health '
cutbacks. : o _

E Al a time when the Aids problem Is putliog

increasing pressure on STD clinics,  St. James

Hospital, which is one of only two' hospitals with k ' ' _- -
STD facilities, has had to cut back on its services j '

because of lack of finanging,

R

- Family - doctors  WHo = e eesmune o -

~ previously”  had direct lm_

. aceess 1o the hospital's

" laboratory, which tested
for sexaally-transmitted
diseases,. have had that -
service  withdrawn and -
further cuts could be on !

the way. i-

And  the cuts have
come at a particularly bad |
time for the hospital &

which is facing an in- °

creased worklead because

of fears about AIDS . giid
! becanse of the dp-
. pointment of a now .cofis
sultant in  genito-urinary.
© medicine, o

‘According to a rveport
in the Irish Medical
Times, the consultant’y
clinic is being attended by
up to 90 people per night
seeking  treatment and
tests. '

But, while services at
the St. James’s Clinic are
being hit by the cutbacks,
the clinic at the Mater
Hospital is continuing to
operate normally, because
of different financing ar- |
rangements, :

The Mater STD clinic is
being funded by the [
Eastern Health Board but J[

St. James's has to pay for
its clinic ocut of the gen-
eral hospital allocation |
from the Department of |
Health. |

Doctors at St. Jamess |
now want to have their |
cliniec ™ -funded by the |
Eastern Health Board on ||
the same basis as the f
funding . ‘of the Mater {‘
" clinie. - i

A spokssperson for the |
hospital said the same
service i{s being provided
by both clinics and that
the St. James’s clinic is as
much a community ser-
vice as the Mater,




Evening Press
3" July 1987

EVENING PRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 3, 1987

t
|

i

From JEREMY CAMPBELL in Washington

THE NEW York City Opera has fost two dozen of |

'its artistes to AIDS, a symptom of the way the ’
- disease is rampaging through the American music
world, wiping out singers, musicians, conductors

and stege directors.

An investigation inlo the
impact of AIDS in the arts
has been prompted by the
death of Michael Bennet!, the
choreographer who conceived
and directed "A° Chorus Line”
and other hit Broadway musi-

cals tike “Foilies” and “Dream -

Giris”. He died of cancer
caused by AIDS.

Opera singer, Hoberta

Peters, called the effeects
"devastating; the arts are ifos-
ing so many creative, talented
people’. Her piano accompa-
nist, Larry Scrovaks, died in
March of AIDS. Pianist Paul
Jacobs is another victim. .

So is dancer Charles Ward

and .actor director Charles
Ludlum, founder of the New
York Theatre of the Ridicu-

fous, make-up and hair |

designer for Broadway shows.
The in memoriam list runs
inte hundreds. Amang these
are  Alan  Atkinson, a well-
known designer. He had illus-
trated 25 books of stories.

|
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Doctors demand

DOCTORS yesterday demanded
the right to test paticnts for Aids
Wwithout necessarily seeking their
leonsent, Their demand was eriti-
icised by Aids specialists, volun-
tary organisations and some MPs.

The decision to back secret

' ‘testing split the British Medical

Association’s annual meeting in
Bristol and dismayed its leader-
ship, which has taken a lead in
educating the public about Aids.
. Consultants at the meeting
claimed routine testing before
{ Surgery was necessary to protect
their families, patients and other
health care staff from infection,
But the decision brought
warnings from Aids specialists
that testing without consent could

WSS
secret Aids tests

By Nicholas Timmins, Health Services Correspondent

make control of the epidemic
harder, and could drive Aids un-
derground. :

The Department of Health said
there was a question over whether
such testing was lawful. Samuel
Galbraith, the Labour MP for
Strathkelvint and Bearsden, a neu-
rosurgeon and member of the
General Medical Council, said: “1
would question whether or not
they are right to do this. A test
that involves withdrawal of blood
is an assault unless the patient has
consented. I would certainly urge
that we always try to obtain the
patient’s consent,”

Dr Michael Adler, the Aids
specialist at the Middlesex Hospi-
tal, London, and a Government
adviser on Aids, said; “Allowing
poteatial patients to feel that any
doctor sticking any needle into
them may be testing them for
HIV without their consent will in-
evitably drive risk  groups
underground.”

The Terence Higgins Trust said
it was “a great step backwards for
the medical profession. It will
make control not just of Aids but
of other discases more difficult.

“A patient who thinks he has
Aids but does not want to be

tested and in fact has cancer may
put off going to the doctor until
the last possible minute for fear
that he will be tested without his
consent.

*This decision goes against

Government policy which is that -

anyone who is tested should be

counselled both before and after. |

How can you test someone with-
out consent while counselling
them  beforchand? It s
ridiculous,”” The test did not
ptove that someone did not have
Aids,

The Department of Health said
doctors had been advised that the
decision on whether or not to test
should be discussed first with the
patient.
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| Dance directcf
dies of AIDS

Director and choreographer.
Michael Bennett, the maste
mind behind “A Chorus Line”,
the longest-running musical in
Broadway history, died yuster-
day of "lyniphona caused by
the AIDS virus, gccording lo
his lowyer. e was 44. Attor
-ney John Breglio said Bennett
died at his home in Tucson.
Arizona, where he moved to
last vear, fer treatment after
he had been diagnosed as hav-
ing  Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency, Syndrome.
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Doctors’

A STORM of protest erupted last
night after Britain's doctors de-
cided they need not ask atients
before carrying out AID tests,
Specialists in the discase warned
that .people who feared they were
infected would be driven under.
_ground, At Westminster, MPs
-also. expressed concern: b :
Theé ~ Department of  Health
fquestioned whethar taking
| paticnts’s biood for a secret AID
test was legal and said doctors
might even be committing  an
assault. The National Couneil for
Civil Liberties condemned the
doctors’ decision as a “panic
approach,” and Professor Michael
Acﬁer, a_ Government AIDS
adviser, called it 2 “sad day.”

The shock move came at the
British Medical Association’s
annual meeting in Bristo] after
several doctors said they should
. know if patients were  infected
F with the AIDS virus before carry-
ing out operations

<

e ke o

— —

decision on secret
AIDS test condemned

To cheers they argued that
medical and nursing staff should
not be placed at risk. The vote —
183 to 140 — clearly dismayed
BMA leaders, including the
chairman, Dr, John Marks, who
had . argued against “draconian
measures,” .
,-;‘;;The‘-ngctors-ah‘ch'_,-plécit_i;ctl-f;‘.thnt
i’ future ‘ATDS ‘testing “shoiild ho
at the discretion of the patient's
dector and should not necessarily
require the consent of (he
patieit.”

The' National Council for Civil
Liberties said tests wonld provide
only limited information about the
sgread of the AIDS virus, “But
the limited nature of that does not
outweigh the cost to an indi-
vidual’s privacy and the freedom
lo decide whal happens to one's
own body,” said general socre-
tary, Ms Sarah encer, She
condemned the BMA decision as
a_ “panic approach” by doctors:
“No-one has vet been infected by
caring for a patient.”

The chief cxecutive of the ;
Terrence Higgins Trust, the
biggest AIDS charity, said the |
BMA had gone against Govem-i
ment  guidelines calling for an |
AIDS ‘test to be coupled with |

proper counselling. “1 don’t mind !

- 1f doctors carry out the test, but if

ut-patlédts’s" condept: ™ pf-
sumably they will nat he te ing
})alicnls beforehand,”  said M
ohn Fitzpatrick. He claimed (e :
dactors had voted through “sheer |
ignorance.” )

® Methodists yesterday called |
for an ecumenical respanse o ;
AIDS at their conference hiy
Portsmouth during which there |
were  calls for compassion for |
those with the disease.

Britain’s doctors yesterday
renewed their campaisq against
boxing, saying it should not be
shown on’ television without a
health waming because of ite
seiousAl)nedical tisk of the sport.

th'ef‘:' are, saying : they..will..do it
witho
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AIDS storm
as doctors

o

vote for
secret tests

A STORM of protest
erupted last aight after Bri-
tain’s doctors deciled they
need not ask patients before
carrying out AIDS tests.

Specialists in the disease
warned that people who
feared they were infected
would be driven under-
ground. At Westminister,
MPs also expressed copcern.

The Department of Health
questioned  whether taking
patients' blood for a secret
AIDS test was legal and
caid doctors might even be
committing an assault.

The National Council for
Civil Liberties condemned
the doctors’ decision as a
“panic approach” and a
government AIDS advisor
called it a “sad dav”.

The shock move came
yesterday at the British
Medical Association's annual
meeting in Bristol after
geveral doctors said they
should know if patients were
infected with the AIDS virus
before carrying out oper-
ations.

To cheers they argued
that medical and nursing
staff should not be placed
at risk.

The vote — 183 to 140 —
clearly dismayed BMA,
leaders, including c¢hairman
Dr. John Marks, who had

argued a;gainst * draconias
measures.”’

The doctors have decided
that in future AIDS testing
“should be at the discretion
of the patient's doctor and.
should not necessarily re-
quire the consent of the
patient,”

BMA leaders argued after-
wards that this did not give
the green light to wide-~
spread testing and warned
that any doctor who did
test patients without their
knowledge might have te
justify his action before the
General Medical Council,
the doctors’ disciplinary
body.

Patients might also be
able to sue or even press
charges of assault, they said.

The National Council for
Civil Liberties said tests
would provide only limited

information about the

spread of the AIDS virus. -

“But the limited nature &
that does not outweigh tha
cogt to an  individual'g

privacy and the freedom.to.

decide what happens . to-
one's own body,” said genw
eral secretary Ms, Jarah
Spencet. o

She condemned the BMA

decision as a *“panic ape
proach”™ by doctogs, - A

EILA
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_association’s policy  and’

over Aids test decision

By Jill Shearman and Thomson Prentice

A vote by doctors to back
Aids  testing  without the
patients’ consent provoked a

| storm of criticism yesterday

that could lead to government
intervention.

The decision was reached at
the British Medical
Association’s annual meeting
against the advice of doctors’
leaders, who issued a warning
that doctors could be sued and
might face disciplinary action
from the General Medical

! Council.

The vote reverses the

- apparently conflicts with

government guidelines. The
Department of Health and
Social Security said last night
that the issue would need 1o be
examined and the legal aspects
considered.

There was some question
about whether testing without
consent was Jawful or could be
classed as an assaull, (he
department said.

The vote was denounced by

the Terence Higgins Trust, the
leading Aids charity, and by
the National Council for Civil
Libertics which described it as

“ignorant, arrogant and -

unjustified.”

One Aids specialist said the
decision could “drive under-
ground those most at risk.”

It was being widely seen as
having been taken in the

Dociors decision ...
Leading article......oueen. 17

interests of doctors, for their
own protection, rather than
for the benefit of patients.

The conference, held in
Bristol. approved bfy 183 votes
to 140 a motion from Essex

_doctors that Aids testing

“should be at the discretion of
the _patient’s doctor and
should not necessarily requre
the consent of the patient.”
Guidelines issned by the
Government's chicf medical
officer, Sir Donaid Acheson,

say that doctors should dis-
cuss tests for Aids with pa-
tients before carrying them
out.

A crucial aspect of testing 13
the impact that a positive
result would have on a patient,
implying that he or she was
infecled with a fatal and
incurable discase.

Dr John Marks, the

association’s chairman, issued |

a warning last night that any
doctor who tlested without
consent might have to justify
the decision, and could be
sued.

“The fears of the doctors arc
not an overwhelming reason

Doctors face legal hitch|

for doing it”, he said. A

patient tested without consent
would be free to sue the doctor
and complain to the General
Medical Council, he said.
The association would not
expect any doctor to carry out
such tests unless they could
justify the decision to the

Continued on page 24, col 5
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Doctors d

ecide on

Aids tests without
patients’ consent

By Jiil Sherman, Social Services Correspondent

Doctors will be able to carry
_out Aids tests on their patients
without getting their consent,
after a decision by the British
Medical Association

'-:yeslcrday.

An anacsthetist argued at
the association’s annuai meet-
ing in Bristol that they had a
right to protect themselves
and their families as well as
other heaith workers from
exposing themselves to the
infection. :

. The decision, which is likely
to be opposed by Aids experts,
came after a stormy debate.

Against their leaders’ ad-
vice, the meeting finally ap-
proved the motion by 183 1o
140 that testing for HIV
antibodies should be at the
discretion of the patient’s
doctor and not nccessarily
.require the consent of the
- patient.

«  However the association’s
leaders later emphasized that

. the motion was not a licence
for indiscriminate involuntary
testing or screening.

Doctors who could not jus-
tify their reasons for tesiing
the patient could be liable to
disciplinary procedures, they
said.

In spite of assurances from
Dr John Marks, the
association's council chair-
man, that only a few health
workers had been affected by
the virus during the course of
their work, Dr Laurien Allan,
an anaesthetist at Northwick
Park Hospital, west London,
said doctors had rights egual
(o patients’.

*1 feel that my life and those

of my medical and nursing
colleagues are more imporiant
than the fulure insurance or
employment prospects of an
infected individual”, Dr Allan
said, :

Those involved in health
care, resuscitation and the
treatment  of patients in
operating theatres had a clear
justification to requirc the
Aids screening of patients.

“Doctors not only have the
right {0 protect themselves
and their families but also the
health care personnel who will
treat these patients and other
patients who may sub-
sequently use surgical or an-
aesthetic equipment on the
same operating list”, she said,

It was unacceptable 1o heap’

the responsibility of
recognizing HIV carriers on
dociors so they could place
them last on the list.

[ urge you to vote for your
rights as HIV negative in-
dividuals. You too have rights
and those are no less than the

an

patients’.

(rher doctors argued that
patients should not be
alarmed unnecessarily about a
disease if they were not
infected.

Dr Tony Keable-Elliott, the
association’s treasurer, said
that doctors carried out tests
{or syphilis and cancer with-
out telling their patients.

“If you must never test for
cancer without saying to pa-
tients that you might have
cancer, | would say this was
the grossest interference with
the rights of doctors.”

If patients came 1o him with

vague symptoms of a tem-
perature it would be his duty
to find out what was wrong
but not his duty to say that the
patient might have Aids and
he would let him know in the
next two or three days.

Doctors opposing the mo-
tion argued that patients with
suspected HIV infection
should not be treated any
different from other patients
and that consent should be
obtained before any lests are
carried out which could have
adverse oulcome.

“1 am simply appalled that
this motion is being debated”,
Dr B Bhattacharya, from Sal-
ford, Greater Manchester,
said.

If the test was positive, what
could the doctor do when
there was no treaiment and no
vaccine, he asked.

On the other hand if the test
was negative the patient might

still be infected or infectious |

as HIV antibodies which are
detected by the test might not
have yet formed.

Failure 1o gel consent from
a patient before undertaking
tests could create mistrust of
doctors, avoidance of
consultation for other pur-
poses and concealment of
behaviour from many patients
al risk of HIV infection,

Although under present
laws doctors cannot carry out

lests against the patient’s }
wishes, the new decision will |

enable hospital doctors to
undertake a test for Aids while
they are undergoing other
types of blood tests.

Leading article, page 17
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TESTING TIME ON AIDS

Yesterday’s vote by the British Medical
Association — that doctors can carry out Aids
tests without the consent of the. patient
involved — came after passionate debate and
deep disagreement. Even those who favour
doctors having this new power couldriot fail to

be affected by the strong arguments which

some of them used against their having it.

Patients should be tested only with their full
consent, it was said, and only after full
counselling as to the possible implications to
themselves. Any move to test patients without
their knowledge, or against their wifl, would
lead to mistrust of doctors, and avoidance of
consultation for other ilinesses,

These are powerful arguments. On balance,
they are outweighed by the threat which Aids
carriers pose to doctors, nurses, hospital staff
and other patients, The doctors and nurses are
the people who are going to have to treat an
Aids sufferer. If and when a cure is found for
the disease, they are the people who are going
to have to administer it. Action must be taken
to ensure the least possible risk of the disease
kilting the very people on whom reliance is
placed to defeat it.

“Taking blood without consent is an assault
in law — and rightly s0,” was how onc of the
doctors who opposed the tests described them
at yesterday’s BMA meeting, He was putting it-
at its most emotive. In reahty, the test for Aids.
would merely be one of the range of tests which
patients routinely undergo,when they enter
hospital for many operations — or sometimes
when they consult their doctor.

The tests would take place when a doctor
suspected that a patient, secking treatment for
another reason, was showing possible Aids
symptoms. Again, the breach of the important

principle of consent is outweighed by that
doctor’s duty to his colleagues, his family and
to other patients. _

It is reasonable to assume that tests will be
carried vut on people entering hospitals for
treatment which involves loss of blood. This
means that patients for surgery must expect to
be tested. Eventually, it may be conclusively
proved that Aids cannot be spread as easily as
many at present fear. This is still not known. In
the meantime, it is worth remembering that
surgeons prick or cut their own fingers during
operations almost as a matter of routine.
Society cannot expect them to work in fear of
such mishaps costing them their lives, even if
that fear eventually proves iflusory,

If Aids continues to spread, it may mean that
pregnant women will also be tested as a matter
of routine. It has long been the practice of
many hospitals to test them without their
consent, or at least their knowledge, for
another sexually-contracted, contagious dis-
ease: syphilis. A delivery involves many
hospital staff coming into contact with blood,
not least the anciliary workers who must wash
it away,

Other categories may include homosexuals,
drug addicts, prostitutes, people who have
recently travelled to tropical countries where
Alids is endemic — and the spouses of all such
catcgories, Identifying them will not always be
easy. Deciding whom to test will involve
doctors in decisions which are controversial
socially — and even politically. Contrary to
what some of the more strident lobbyists on
their behalf maintain, Aids patients have on
the whole received the sympathy and under-
standing of society as a whole. That should be
extended to those who must treat them.

< v
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Sex test lifts LIG

There is only one thing the
City likes better than a good
story and that is a good story
with sex in i, Shares in
Lendon International Group
have already risen on the
Aids scare but yesterday they
soared 41p to 362p on news
of a spectacular new source of
profits,

LIG has the marketing
rights for an as vet unnamed
product in the final stages of
1ts development which many
believe will revolutionize
women's lives.

Celliech, a privately owned

¢ biotechnology company, de-

veloped this product in a
joint venture with Boots.

In a simple instantaneous
test, it can measure an
individual’s hormonal bal-
ance, That will accurately fix
the onset of ovulation with a
three-day lead time ~ this is
important because sperms
can survive that long.

Product X was intended as
an aid to infertility but its
potential as a safe, accurate
and uncomplicated contra-
ceptive is enormous, Appar-

ently, even the Vatican has |

endorsed it.

The product is already in
hospital use as an infertility
aid but it may be at least a
year before it is available over
the counter.

Dr Peter Woods, pharma-

ceuticals analyst at Barclays

de Zoele Wedd, the securities
house, calculates that the
contraceptive marketl s
worth $5 billion (£3.12 bil-
lion) a year and is growing
fast.

He believes this product
could penerate worldwide
sales of at least $] billion in
the early 1990s. Taking an
estimated 40 per cent profit
margin, LIG and its {cllow
distributors could share an-
nuatized profits of $200 mil-
tion with Boots and Celitech
splitting the rest.

On this basis, LIGs 1991
92 profits could double in
that vear alone to about £130
miltion. Not  suprisingly,
BZW is rating LIG a strong
speculative buy.

§ Vv
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From [eonard Doyle,
in New York

THE DEATH of Michael Bennett

(44), one of America’s leading
theatre directors and choreo-
graphers, from AIDS is stirring a
deep controvers
the discase is affecting the arts in
this country,

For months it had been_known
on Broadway that Mr Bennett
was battling the kitler diséase,
although he had never acknow-
ledged  having anything more than
tirouble. But such is the
‘cloud:of; uncertainty and the fear
‘of " stigma  associated with the
"AIDS. that the celebrated pro-
duces ‘and ‘creator of Broadway’s
longest-tunning show, “A Chorus
Linc”, chose not to publicise the

fact that he had contracted it.

Itiwas only after his death in

Tucson, Arizona, on Thursday.
that his lawyers stated it was in
fact AIDS-related. Although the
disease, normally associated with
homosexuals and intravenous
_drug users, is- cutting a swathe
through all levels of the artistic
community and is already depriv-
ing productions of their most
creative talent, there is a deep-
seated reluctance to discuss AIDS
in the context, of the arts.
“AIDS is not a disease that
discriminates,” five prominent
s and choreographers
cently. “It strikes down
n the business commu-

highlights r _
to admit to AIDS

over the way ' !

PR LR

Rock Hudson '

every profession, every age
,group, every sexual persuasion.”
But the tyact that the deaths of
people in the arts receive public
attention has helped create the
impression that the discase: is
more widespread-there than else-
where, A casuglrreading of the
obituaries in suchFnewspapers as
the New York Times.and the Los
Angeles Times réveals the impact
ofl AIcIDSf‘iridthej eréat éh arts ang
related fields :likésifashion an
interior design."e%{};i%%ﬁé'mollywaod

eluctance

. Jacobson, the editor of Opera

- Central Park.

Reporter, up to 30 per cent of the
obituaries now mention ATIDS -as
the canse of death. ‘

The New York City Opera hag
lost two of its more important
directors, a wonderful baritone,
dancers and two make-&p
artists,” said the director, Ms
Beverly Sills. *“This is a plague.”

Among those who have died .
are Paul Jacobs, a distinguished
New , York Philharmonic pianist,
Evan’ Paris, a violinist, Robert

News, and nine members of the
New York City Gay- Men’s
Chorus. Also dead from the dis-
ease are entertainer and pianist,
Liberace, and three screen actors,
Rock Hudson, Seth Allen and
Neil Flanagan. The recent death
of Charles Ludlam, playwright,
actor and founder of the Ridicu-
lous Theatre Company, led to the
cancellation of part .of New
York’s Shakespearc festival in

But according to Dr Richard
Tsay, of Cornell Medical College,
a specialist in treating homo-
gexuals: “There are 00 moxe
homosexuals in the arts than
elsewhere. Gay“men may feel
more comfortable in: the, .
and so they are mof
there.” '

Still, one casting di
that AIDS “is horrify

casily say that over t
cars, 150 performe
nown , .. are dead

S/
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FEMALE-TO-FEMALE TRANSMISEION OF HIV
S1R,—-A 24-year-old unmarried dancer, born in the Philippines,
_ was tested’ for HIV. infection-upon: entering & Mediterranean
_pountiy, ‘The test Wwas reported positive on Nov 21, 1986, and she
was reqidred to refirn home, An anti-HIV test at a local hospitalon
Dec 28 was positive, - Coei, o S
.. . She consulted one of us (J. M. B, C.) oct Feb 24, 1987, Her only
symptoms were slightly reduced appetite and a non-productive i
cough, Particle agglutination, immunofluorescence, and western
blot tests were. positive for antl<HIV. The white cell count was |
665 » 10°]1 (30% lymphocytes) and the T,/ T ratio was (62, Two
stool examinations . revesled “only: ‘Entamocha cofi cysts. No '
cryptosporidia were observed, A titberculin skin test gave a reading
of 50 % 50 mmy indurgtion.and erythema at 48 h. Routine chest
films showed slight right-upper-limg infiltrates  inteipreted as
 tuberculosis and the patient was given anti-tuberculosis therapy.
.The patient was a female homosexual. Before 1981 she had had a
regular female parmer. While travelling and working in
Mediterranean countries from 1981 to 1983, she had had sexual
encounters with many womnen of different nationalities. Orogenital
contact was practised, In 1983, she returned to the Philippines
where she re-established a steady relationship with her previous
parmer. She denied all heterosexual contact and intravenous drug”
ablise, and she had no history of blood transfusion, L
The prevalence of antibody to HIV in the Philippines is very fow. |
44 seropesitive sexually promiscuous women have been identified |

among 40 000 females tested and only 3 cases of ATDS—all in males
+-and all acquired outside the Philippines—have been tecorded: No
HIV sgmposidves have been found among the male homosexuals, .
blood ‘donors, recipients of blood transfusion, and hesith care
workers tested, - - . T :
The most likely explanation of HIV Infection in this case is
female-to-female transmission, '
Departments of Microblology X . i
o Imdm:z . !
wmpu Medicoe, OFELIAT, MONZON |
Alabang, Mctro Manild, Philippines - Jose M. B. CapaLLAN |
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TRISH people are
becoming more aware
of the dangers of
ATDS, And fewer
paople fear the
consequence of meeting
an AIDS vietim.

A new Lansdowne Marlel
Research/Sanday Press sup
vey shows:

28 per cent fear meet.
ing an AIDS  vietim com-
pared wilh 4B per cenl in
January.

® 58 per cent say thoy
would reacl sympathelicaily
fe an  AIDS  vietim  cont
pared willh 48 per cenl in
January.

® Infected needles are
listed as a source of AIDS
by, 52 per cvent of people
compared with 40 per cent
in Januacy. -

@ 08 per cent say ihey
woultl react sympathetically
lo ihe AIDS vietin com-
pared with 40 per cent in
Jahuary.

® Carual sex is soen as a2
ciiie ty 43 per cenl com
pared. with 23 per cent.

The Janvacy figures, i a
Sunday  World newspaper
survey elso  conducied by
Linsdewne, showed a areal
degree of fear albout the
disedse. An  odueation pro-
gramme "by the Government
since then has turned this
around. The campsaign has
harl eonsiderabie impact.

SPEND MORE
MONEY

Two oul of three Irish
adults feel that more money
should be spent by the Gov.
ernment “on AIDS  educa-
tion: one in four think teo
much was beitig spenl. The
majority came from mulli-
TV channel areas aml were
from the younger age
gtoups covered by the i6
and-over survey.

Younger naple ware
more inclied answer that
lov  lillle aitention  way
being paid to condoms ag a
protection from AIDS.

Older peopte  felt  ton
much  atlendion was  being
paid o condoms: he sur
vevors conclude “this issue
seomys o strike al the ront
of the divide belween the
nore  conlenporary  atti.
tudes”  of  young  Ireland
and those of their eiders™

In  January before the
Goverament campaign, 51
pe of those sampled thought
condorns should be
promoted a5 a4 protection
against  AIDS. The same
chose 22 pc  of  (heir
respotdents  between (ke
ages of 16 and 24, and 2t
per cent between the ages
of 25 . and 34 Over fifty's
accounted for 43 per cent
and. 23 per cent were
hetigean™ 38 and 49 years
o @

i

e

REACTION 10 VICTIMS

The Sunday Press, July 5, 1987 "

SYMPATHY

FEAR

SURPRISE

DISGUST

NO IDEA .

CONDOME AS PROTECTION

Rid the Government campgign stress

this ernough?

21
MUC
T enTioN

EBUCATION

Should more be spent?

TOO LITTLE

ATTE

NTION

pt

i lhe survey was taken. it was
©relegated 1o fifth in  the

isex to an even greater :
« degree  than they. had im,
o Jar
©p¢ in the ease of noadlegi
Doand from 28 to 43 pe in the
toense ol casual sex,

And the 1399 who were
asked showed a wiltingnhess
1o auswer: three per cenf
refused 1o reply compared
with five per cont in Janw
ry, indicating 1 mere open
atlitude 1o the problem.

And only ning per cent
saitl they would react wilh
disgust to meeting an AIDS

et

viclim — the same propar
tien as January.

NEEDLES, SEX

BLAMED

Governmenl posters iden-

tificd that shared needlas
iand casual sex ecarried the
i risk of AIDS, They warked.
v People  asked  about  the

main sources  of  AIDS
blamed needles and casual®

¥. up from 40 o 5

Male  Thomosexual  inter
course was regarded as the
main  source of AIDS n
January — in June when

list, down from 43 éo. 24 pe.

The myths took a ham.
mering. Qnly thres per cent
Blamed saliva from eups, or
the giving of hlood. Two
per cent suspscted touching
A viclim or toilel seats as

i causes, One per cent |isted

saiiva from  kissing. All
have  been  discounted  ag
sources for AIDS.

Lansdowne concluded that

: these resulls give cause for

concern  ahout the precise
understanding  of  A[DS
soure Thal means more
advertiseng.  Asked  aboul

- sources of AIDS. nine per

L questioned al fifly sampling

was over [ifly vears of age
cand older  peaple  wefe
found e differ  from
younger pesple  onm  the
movre-roney-lor-A IDS-educy.

Stion and wse of condoms
| issues, . !

cities, 12 iowns swuch as Tub
. lamore and Dungarvan,: of
over 1500 people, and 207y
prural  parls  of  the foumr

grountl.

cent  replied  they  didn
know, Women were found
lo stress Lransfusions as g

source  as Lhey are more
conseious  of  being  hospj
talsed. 1

One third of the sanm‘i'é

A lotal of 1,399 were

polnts: 15 parts of Dubkin
four of Cork and Limerick

provinces.

A spread of social clagsec
were  inlerviewed: 20 pet
cent  from the upper apd
middle classes, 22 per cenl
from skilled workilng el
hackground, and 19
cent from a farming &

»

Interviews were copdi)
face-lo-face betweg

18-20. k
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Ghost cieansing

spreads AIDS...

THE traditional Zambian custom of

“cleansing’, in which a widow must-

have sex with ome of her dead
husband's relatives, is coming under
sttack because of the risk of AIDS
infection. . )

This widespread and deeply
ingrained practice is supposed to rid
the widow of the atientions of her
-husband’s ghost, so that she is free
for remarriage. But an increasing
number of men are resisting social
pressure to ‘cleanse’ an in-law, for
fear her husband may have died of
AIDS, ‘ .

“It was like someone bringing you
# coffin and saying you get in this
coffin,” said one man who fled from
the countryside to the capital to
escape his family obligations.

The Aids epidemic that has swept
gcross Africa in the past five years
has been exacerbatecr in Zambia by
deeply entrenched tribal customs.

Those customs retain a strong
hold on a large proportion of the
country’s seven million people, in
part - because of officials’
unwillingness to publicly
acknowledge the large number of

e

people whe are infected with Ajds.

That is.  the assessment of
Zambian activists who say that the
government intentionally f[zils to

.report all the Aids deaths.

Western observers in Zambia and
international authorities on the fatal
disease hold a similar view,

‘“People in Zamhia do not
officially die of Aids,” said Emma
Chibesakunda, chairman of the
Catholic Women’s League, an
organisation attempting to publicise
the disease and challenge tribal
customs that may help spread it.
“When my cousin died of Aids in
March, we looked at his official
death certificate and it . said
tuberculosis of the bones.”

Ms Chibesakunda’s willingness to
speak openly about Aids is unusual
in Zambia. The Ministry of Health
imposed a gag drder last month on
all health workers, ordering them
not to release information on the
disease.

Zambia officially acknowledges
about 300 cases and fewer than 100
deaths, figures that international
:lealth authorities say are absurdly
ow, -
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PLEASE INCLUDE TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR VERIFICATION

David Neorris: ‘I deprecate evasion and half-truths’

SIR — [ write in reply to the
attack upon me by John
Patten, PRO of the Church
of Ireland Youth Council
{Letters,” 21 June). While 1
welcome the belated
breaking of silence by an
official of the church an
thelr coverlt policy of
discrimination against
stable gay relationships
involving one or more of
their  employees, 1 must
deprecate the tone of
evasion and half truth that
characterises Mr Patten’s
lettar. .

" Two poinls are reiterated
.in thé course of the letter,
“sympathy for the. unfor-
tunete family involved™, and
the demand that people like
nayselfl *'back off and get to
grips with the ceal issue
involved”. 1 mssume thal
their repetition indicates
that these. twa paints form
the kernel of-Mr Patten's
argument,

Why is this pebulous
“unfortunate family’
dragged in-lo altract our
sympathy?:Was the curate
net parl of afamily? Was his
iaver gt equally so? Did
they nct together constitute
some sort of family whose

rights were so grievously
trampled upen by the
church? 1 know anly that the
two men involved tried to
contact me through a third
party al the time — & malter
I only became aware of after
the tragedy had occurred. 1
remember nlso the subse-
quent witchhunt launched in
certain dioceses of the
Church of Ireland during
which [ was repeatedly
called upon to console
young aspirants 1o the cloth
wheo had been subjected 0 a
ster chamber inquiry to the
intlmate details of thelr
private lives.

Nor am 1 likely w lorgel
that, bowing 1o similar
appeais as Mr Patten'sabout
the rights of “the family", I
held my longune aftera friend
of mine of nearly ten years
standing was done 1o death
and his killers let off with a
reprimand, while his lamily
annouzced in the media that
he was not hemosexual. He
was in facl, as hall Dublin
knew even if his family
didn't, ut in what mannes
would the questions of his
sextial arientation have
justified htis murder?[ stayed
silent then although i know

® DAVID NORRIS

‘the truth, in order Lo “spare

the family's feelings", 1 now
beliove that T was wrong —
that my duty was not to the
family but to the next
potential victim of thugpery
and judicial indifference.

My Patten hopes that gay
righis activists “will learn (o
respeci the dtand of the
Church of Ircland in this
regard (diserimination
against gay couples) and
address the real

issue

involved”. With regard to
the first part of this
propasal, it is guite
unreafistic 10 expeci gay
people to tuke such a craven
attitude of acceptance of
prejudice. The choice is
between self respect and
masochism, { am  happy
however to respond to the
second clause, and “address
the real issue™.

The real issue is that the
Christian churches are the
clear historical source of the

Mr Patten's strong  suit.
““The faet that the
redationship is heterosexual
or homosexual is in a sense
irrelevant because the
church will only con-
template relationships with-
in matrimony,' Whether a
relationship s heterosexual
or homosexual is precisely |
the point because the church |

precludes any fegitimate

physical expression of
homosexual love. If
heterasexual people cannat
survive withowt some

legat and sociul di
tion practised against pay
people for many centuries,
varying in severity from
mass  murder onder  ibe
inquisition in medieval, and
Nazi genocide in modern
times, te continning
discrimination in housing
and employment. Until the
Christian churches examine
the Biblica! origin of their
prejudice, subjecting
serutiny and comparative
analysts and their own
conscienses and record in
this matter, and acknow-
ledge their guill, it will be
impossible to advance with
honesty.

Intellectual hopesty is not

institutionalised method of
expression for their physical
attraction, how can il be
realigtic to attempt to
imposc involuntary lifctong
celibacy vpon gay people?
Atthe end of the letter Mr
Patten asks: “Can this issue

be closed once and for alf?"

The answer is not yet. I
waould be quite intolerable to
aflow cmotional blackmail
to slam the door on
unresolved injustice. The
solution lies in the hands of
the church, It goes under a
variety of names — tnieth,
human rights, justice.
Senator David Nocris,
Seanad Lircann,
Buile Atha Cliath.




