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The Sunday Press, July 28, 1287
A FEW WEEKS AGO we told the srory of the short, unhappy life of
Karen, drug addict, single mother, AIDE parrier. Marjoric coyld be
-z iy abused by her father, she left

Kaven - except she’s still alive. Sonua
j sustion. Now doctors don protective

' homes, went on drugs and into plosiii .
before they'll touch her bHui she’s mﬂﬂ. oz the game.
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months pregnant

of  sleeptng  uryu
seh're a junkie

Picture mw .wac Hoebb,

g. HE Jivey in
PR basement

led’ An affir
"Yes” is nked
e headbourd of

the narruow hed, i

she doesn't use ine

- flat for ‘tricks’

A dog-edret v
Viadimir Nubokov
peeps  from  bLene
incongrucusly, )
cliches are cenfrrine

Cn the wall
‘holy picture’, S: Ala
Porres. beside 1. g 1000
elaborate shrime 1o 1hs \jr.
gin Mary.

Her bovfriend opem:
door. Marjorie jumy
the bed where sliv |iag
sitting. And 2 thnd o
the young man  whe
been leaning over hor,
ted gquickly from i 5

They sav I louk |
cop L.

And  Marjorie
had her first ‘tix' i .
day, & dose of herom, sl
ing £60.

She uses 4 uarters
costing & mimumen
bought from strect
who can he 1141
Knowr, meetiny
Junkies have ta have ihegr
fixes regulariy.

the
Fram

The cost athimg o
Marjorie.

In one night, she cun do
as many as 10 ‘i with

chents in their cars = a
minimum £10 or 15 fur ine
‘full treatmeni with Dureyx
provided by her,

Marjorie is 21. &he's tatl,
has & gracesu; CAFrlage. wng
an_attractive face.

She alse hay AIDS s
bodies. So have twu uf ner
friends, working the sulile
city ¢entre prostitution Teat
a5 herself,

She has had pnewmens
and doctors have ajeried
her to the Tact thet tiere o
TE in one lng

She has had two Prepuan.
cles,

The first was beaion out
of her by a pimp usne e
iron bar when she wax 4

She was 17 — 5
the lime, she Correcs

self.

The second,  ahe )

aborred.

“1 wasnt sure
father was, veh know
I meun, iike? They

learned that she w
ing AIDS a1
now she will never 2
child. Hegret skums ier

once was

arms. the left an paricubar, “F blame g

are A pass of scars, whole  whing i
She cut herself 2 weehs hink abom .

dgon

They brought her 1o heee
vilal tn oun ambulug 8
dervis St which  war  on
Her arm was blewdsng

Wis Happening ai
And v 3

She rechons she has heen
made o foel like a par
dortors znd  that some
ve flatly refused io lave
ANy contact with her wiren
Weyr dearn that  she s
aftiwted with the viras

U owas o dr
started  with introduged her
her tather when b another
was dbout 13 in the then,

working class soust.- glue and used gas I s

side  estate  wiere a way af forgenng
she lived, The morphane wox
She  blames him  for Ierent,

her drug  addiction  und
e life she has been

fureed t dive.

Once she was zhout 1o
poison lhim  with strveh-
nine but a sister stopped
her,

.
Her mother was in hos-
pital when her father, a
lorry  driver, began 1o
muiest her sexuaily,

“He wused to come up
W me and rub himself
“4gdInst  me,  yeh  know
what I mean? Me Mg
still doesn't know why I
“ant live with him, Xpe
doesn't even  know that
I'm un the game I wae
ahoul 15 it hap-
bened  firsg oand i 3
seng dn for 3 yeuars
ore ©otold my ianul
He uvsed o come i ow
@ few drinks on when
Wid§ 0 beg and rub
self ugdingt e

Once, when she was 1
he 1rred W rape ber She

@gn:.oqmm sometimes
thinks longingiy of
the “straight’" [4c,
but she has acceried
that it's too hte -,
naw.

Kicked tum and ran o
af the h
red

. She was oap
She first hud

win tres
body — - sl
doesn't. She

already
drugs she
i ihe

Kt

5L
OLDORATINT A

went on the gae vihim

wus 13, no 15
il was on” the
45 well, She wag 17
Iouned to think it
twrnible. Bul T went
i¢ the quays with
une fight because I
leelin® sick and |
Hu gear for the next
We went down and
I = var lugether. T got
and the other gir]
340 I knew I had 1o
1 money.  Me  perves
©oaune @nd 1 thought
. JevZ, that's great —
Yuu could spend a
: wubbin’  for  that
sorl o of money”. Later,
g0l @ car on her

vlients use
protective

devices and she
turries @ supply
herself. She

Losiive {riends take
ar line.

there is one, she
S whu just doesn't

By has been filled

Eltre.

Etnip. whom she

voived with at
of 1%, in

. wWas an

Wis ¢ months
L wnen he beat
“Ih an trop bar.
UHe way gung mad for
veuran’ Iogust couldn’t
EUooUl Be nearly killed
I had 1o 20 o
el an' [ wasg
bivud for days

long ago,
4ge 10 slay
ReAr for ne Jess

¢ oahe way oid that
U AIDS anti-bodies.

“vel're halfway yp the.
hill w1 then you're down
h kmgw. WhateI-

They hed been

She way first udy
by her sister to Jt
the blood test be
the junkie she hzd e
living with then
diagnused as o

needles,

She went tu NTD
clinic on the wivice yf 4
doctor and underwen: e
tests.

“Something juu
in me brain wi.
heard abour 1¢ 1 satd
acthing |, and askey no
Guestions but just walked
out. I'd been uwff tie
for 8 months. Ly Hreal
T was! I was siter berm’
attendin” a Lyschietrigg
an’ 1 had a bad (hest
Infection. Then, the peyt
lhing I was taig |
dreumoniz an’ that reg)ly
worried me. 1
in front of e
I had no “nergy
thought | wag reals
finished thep,

She was stil] gp b
Eame ung shoe
mﬂb._mn:wﬂm_w started 1
use the gear agury,

"My life is ruined T,
They explained it all 1w
me. yeh Know whay ¥
mean like? If | eypp £t
Pregnant .
hever have
because if I hud, p
bave AIDS. or, if 1he
bahy wasg perfect. I oyl
develop full-bigwn AlLs
meself 45 4 resul

Her sisters try tu
adiise her.

“They say I dont it
a damn. But 1 gyt ]
care. Underneath 11 ull 1
do care. But 1}
I'm goin’ o e
dun’t know when 1
break in my
wake up somgu
an’ I feel torrible
be haif deyd go
ihe place Its
Hfe sentenee
huve o Laty
dun’l Kuow

They were tel}

OfF, M OF

marked with big
red letters, denoting
AIDS and oune she jweis,
whieh s ubvicus lo ali of
the oliler patiems besice
her,

Merjurie thinks  the
ante-AIDE  campaign has
Leen generally ineffective
amtt that this i due (g
the fact thal the medical
professi i
realiy know enough ahout
i,

In  parucular, she 3
eritical of the fact that
s s diffieudt to get
“the works”, a clean nee-
dle  and syrihge. She
wihers constantly at the
very edge of death.

hMarjorie sometimes
thinks longingly of (he
‘straight”  life, Marriage
and  chidren, a nummal
surt of existence.

Eur she has accented
that ot's teo late now.

As she says, she's haif-
Wav up the hill, then
duvwn again!

“All yeh get when yeh
g0 1o hospital is a Joad
of abuse. When wveh o
M. yeh have people
comin® up to yon with
big rubber gloves. an’
things arpund their
mouth. Ali they're short
uf is an armoured suit.
But yeh can't catch AIDS
that way, not just be sit-
Hn' around an’ talkin'

She accepis that she is
likely 10 die soon. One
ciose friend already has,
through an cverdase. .

She’s still on the Eame,
still tells the sob stories™
about the 2 little babies
she hus 10 feed at heine,
still laughs at some of
the “thicks” whe buy the
Yur, and evenm laughs a
lot 5 she telis her story.
I 1 badot whal g
kave I dep't think |
would be here. Id go
away and work at a nor.
mal job, not at the game!
But I've given up =l
hope  of gettin'  help,
There’s ne help for me,
i'd give anything w0 be
off them. But even if I
gave them up, I'd still he
2 rarrier. T'd like tw be
ke seme of my friends
had when I was a kid.
They're either married ;of
livin® with, falas. They're,
settled  dowtt, Hey e
L. Al TPt




Sunday Tribune
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Gay rights and the
Church of Ireland

SIR — Regarding Emily

O’Reilly’s recent interview-
with David Norris (31 May}
I regret that once again thi, <
story of the Church gaf:

Ireland curate whe dlIcgedIy

had a homoscxual rciation--

ship and had to leave the

ministry as a result has been

dragged yet again through a
newspaper. I sympathise
with the unfortunate family
involved because of the
anguish they must relive
each time the story is
regurgitated. This story is
regularly quoled as how a
church in an unchristian act
broke up a loving relation-
ship.

I wish people would back
off on this story and get o
grips with the real issue
involved. The Church of
Ireland does not condone
physical relationships
outside the matrimony and
itis completely nappropriate
for an ordained clergyman
to be involved in such a
relationship. The lact that
the relationship is heterosex-
ual or homoscxuval is in a
sense irrclevant because the
church will enly contemp-

late relationships within-

matrimony. It goes without
saying that a clergyman
living with a woman outside
matrimony would be
similarly inappropriate. The

® DAVID NORRIS

Church of Ireland is no
different from other
established christian
churches in this respect,

1 hope that gay rights
activists and others will
learn to respect the stand of
the Church of Ireiand in this
regard and to address the
real issue invoived. 1 might
point out that the Church of
Ireland’s stand on homosex-
uality has been moderate to
say the least and the church
could not be rightly accused
of contributing inany way to
the suppression of homosex-
uals.

Please can Lhis issue be
closed for onceand forall? It
really is unfair to the people
involved 1o keep dragging
up this dnstrasxmg story
again and again,

John Patten,

Public Relations Officer,
Church of Ireland Youth

Coungil ,
65 Fitzwilliam Square,
Dublin 2,

S



Sunday Tribune

26" July 1987

Majority of irish Aids

carriers are hetero

by TOM KELLY

HOMOSEXUALS and
bisexuals accaunted for only
L.213 of the total of 11,034
i people who have so far been
, tested for infection by the
i Alds virus, according to the
| latest official statistics
i released by the Department
. of ‘Health, The test results
were positive in 62 of these
1,213 cases. i
Of the 613 people known
by the department to be
infected with the virus, the
vast majority — some 55]
people — are heterosexual,

The virus was contracted by .

377 people through
intravenous drug abuse and
the number of haemophiliacs
who became infected by
imported. contaminated
bload: -'_f:‘ﬁiountcd to 108
cople.
lv) ,Sgﬁiﬁ:’ homosexuals who

think they mayv have been -
exposed to the Ajds virusa re .
avoiding having themselvds __

medically tested because

® DRIAMES WALSH

they feel it is disadvantageous
for them if they know they
are  Aids carriers, said a
departmental spokesman,
“Gays are very well
informed abouyt the
advantages and disadvan-
tages of having the tegt.
Some feel it is. a-disadvan-
tage to know tley are HIV-
positive,” 34id Dr Jg
Walsh, thesdepartment’s

deputy chief'tedisat offiges,

-.The Aids test is totally
confidential dvd tvere is no
suggestion that the statistics

sexual

are invalid because some |

pesple did not admit 1o their
homosexuality when

requesting to have the test, ;
A spokesman for. the Gay -

Health Action Group said
that a positive (eg; result
produced severe personal

and psychological problems ,

for a gay person, thus many
were unwilling to be tested,
“Whether or not gays take
the test, they should ensure
that they "do not put
anybody else at risk and that
they look after their own
health,” he added,

The spokesman also

pointed oul that there were |

financial disadvanta_ges for
those who were known to be
infected as some [ife
assurance companies refuse
to grant martgages to people
carrying the Aids virus,

Free advice about Ajds is
available from the Aids
Helpling service, telephaone:
01-307888, 7-10pm an
Saturdays and 3~6pm on
Mondays.

S
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Incidence
of Aids In
Mountjoy
stabilising

by TOM KELLY

~THE number of prisoners at
Mountjoy prison who are

infected with the Aids virus

-has remained the same over

the last two years. A total of
41 prisoners, 39 of whom are

;male and two female, are
‘infected; a spokesman for
ithe Department of Justice

said. .
The prisoners with the
virus are segregated from the

'rest of the prisoners and are

held in a separate unit and in
the basement at Mountjoy.
The two female prisoners are
held in isolation in the

. female wing of the prison.

In the past ten days 12
prisoners, some of whom
had been convicted of sexual

offences.-against. children. ..

and who were likely to be
attacked by other prisoners,
were (ransferred from the.
segregated Mountjoy
basement to Arbour Hill
prison thus freeing the
basement area for the use of
prisoners with the Aids
virus.

With the extra uccom-
modation which has just
been made available,
Mountjoy can now hold up
10 50 prisoners with the Aids
virus in scgregated and
medically acceptable
conditions,

None of the prisoners with
the virus at Mountjoy, has,
developed either full-blown
Aids or the lesser form of the
disease, Aids Related
Complex, but are regarded
as HIV positive as tests
indicate they have been in
contact with the virus and
have Aids antibodies in their
blood.

Aids victims, who are also
allowed daily visits, have
access to gym facilities, take
part in Open University
courses and some are
studying for the Leaving
Certificate, “Life goesonisa
strange kind of way”, says
Mara de Lacey, an Aids
counsellor who works with
the prisoners, Most of those
with the virus were
intravenous drug-users at
one time and contracted it
through sharing needles.

Councillors at the prison
aim to help the prisoners
deal with their addiction

problem and to be aware of |

the limitations imposed on
their sexual and other
activities by their infection
with the Ailds virus, The
youngest affected prisoner
at Mountjoy is 20 and the
oldest is 37. The sentences
being served range from one
month to ten years,

A spokesman for the
Prison Officers® Association

'said that the presence of,

prisoners with the Aids virus
hacl not created problems
for the prison staff and that
there had been good co-
operation between the
Diepartment of Justice and
the prison officers, ‘“1t.is
being - dealt : with -as- just
another operational
problem,” he added.
)

Of the 613 Irish people |

known to be infected with

the Aids virus, about 130
tave been diagnosed while |

i prison. The test for Aids
in prison is entirely

voluntary and prisoners who

wish to take the test are
counselled before and after

the test resuli becomes

known.

Those in need of
treatment because of their
infection or any other

comnplaint are treated at

cither the Maler or Cherry
Orchard hospitals and then
return -to the prison, A
doctor has been assigned to
Mountjoy to deal specifically
and exclusively with the
Adds-infected prispners,

A spokesman for the
Department of. Health said

. that the main channel

whereby  Aids was being
spread from homosexuals Lo
hererosexuals was through
drug-abuse and that the
Aids problem in prisons was
being satisfactorily dealt
with,

Joe Costello of the
Prisoners Rights Organi-
sation said that there could
be more medical monitoring
of the inflected prisoners but
said that overall the
prisoners were being treated
well.
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AIDS AD.

Actors David Corii and Jane
Snowden will feature as two
young lovers in a 30-second
“Safe sex" commercial to be
screencd on UTV on Saturday
night — 24 hours after a ban

ed.

on advertizing condoms is lift-

,.,S"‘/




| -, y ,ID% condom
for women

Wamén could -socon  have
their” own antl AIDS
“condom,” "~ The CON-
teaceptive 7, invented Dby a
former nurse and: her ens
gineer husband - “fed up”

]

with the ldek of protection .

for women, has dlready been
patenfed,

The c_[ev_ice, which acts
like a male condom jn re-
verse. can be ‘worn inside a
G string and inserted just
befgre — sex, Mrs. Pam
Richardson, who designed
the condom with her  hus-
band Michael, said: “It has
mord safety features . than
the male condom and- there
would -ba no pmhlems w1th
user educ‘ﬂston.”

£ \/
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Easy fixes for the

addicts

THE PICTURE he was painl-
ing was not pleasant. “There
was two of us in the cell,” he
said. “T used to get the gear
(heroin) through visits like, or
when you were out and there
were other ways.” He named
a prison officer who he said

[ used to meet friends of his in

city Iu.lhes and smuggle dmgs
ountjoy. “1 had money.

t It wasn’t hard.” bhe explained.

The man drawing deeply on his
vigarette in " a flat complex last
weckend was nol an  isolated
case. There was another mian who
said he:was speaking because he
was “strung out” and desperarely
wanted to give up heroin. But it
wis toor ¢asy to gel. He'd had a
“fix™ that morning. It didw't do
much for him any more and his
habit was aat huge. but it helped
him cope, he said, Noth men were
g\nsﬂncrs in their early wenties.
‘They had gone straipht on to
beroin  at., fifteen — no  hash
(cannabis), o tabs (amphel-
amines), jusl pear by injection,
straight, they said.

About the drug situation in
lprimn they were hesitant. “Tt's
ike this.” the smaller and thinner
of the two said, “1 was doing
about £100 a day beforc I went
inside. They gave me physeptone
(a heroin substitute used to wean
addicts. off heroin in prison). |
was dying: sweating, pains, the
lot. Tt didn’t stop after a few
days, or a few weeks. [ was on
remand, visils every dav.

“The mot started bringing in
hash for my nerves. When she got
that in, one day she brought in
gear. She used to give it to me
when  we were  kissing. T'd
swallow it. Tt was in small pocks,
wrapped up. Then I'd puke it up
later. End of story.

tWhen 1 opot my sentence, |
went out on teporary relense
alter a while, I'é go owt some
weckends, I'd put it up my arse
coming back in. When it was o.k.
we'd do it

This man said that lic and his
celimate would ‘‘chase the
dragon” (soort heroin), but there
were others who would inject the
drug using filter pens to force il
into their veins, e cizimed that
more often fellows inside would
smoke hash in “rollis™ cigarcttes.
If you were connected outside,
you were connecied inside and
once you had mongy, it was ne
prablgm to maintain 4 habit, they
said.

It was by injecling a hercin mix
through a filter pen that Christy
Gamble died in Mountjoy some
years ago, However, drugs
cxperts say that the act of inject-
ing itself is not the danger, it is
the substances used to  dilute
herain from s pure state that
lcad addicts unwittingly to dice
with their lives.

Both mep claimed that they had
friends inside who were still pet-
tng heroin, although canrabis
was more readily available. How-
ever, they did vot really wunt to
wreck things for their friends.
They didn't think heroin was

behind

bars

Heroin abuse and
AIDS are now rife In
our jails, Noirin.
Hegarty spoke to
prisoners and their
families about the
ease with which drugs
are smuggled in and
their attitudes to

- AIDS.

good, ‘it was hell, bnt drugs
provided a release from  the
pressures of prison. With  hind-
sight, one man admitted that he
did not think he could have
finished his sentence without
drugs. “T'd probably have topped
myself.” he said.

The screws (prisen cfficers) had
not given fthem much hassle,
When they thought about it now,
lhe screws had to know what was
going on. A lot of the prison
officers wore all right, they said.
Most of them would not bring
stuff in, but you knew whom to
ask and whom not to ask. The
wen ciaimed thal most of the
prison officers turned a blind eyc.

Garda sources back this up.
‘They claim that in order to keep
calm in the prison the officers do
not create unpecessacy hassle for
themsalves. “Why should they?”
one senjor Garda officer asked.
“They arc_doing ail right at the
monient. There's nobody on the
roof. no riots, no trouble. If they
were  to start searching  every
visitor who came to the prison,
you can be sure they would have
the prisaners on their backs for
hassling their women. When the
prisoners get angry the Depart-
ment of Juslice wants o know
why. Suddenly Mountjoy is in the
spatlight. So why bother?"

Oue mother of a former inmate
said that she never brought in
herain 10 her son while he was

serving time, beeause she wanted |

him off drugs. However, she
added that the bey's girlidend
regularly passed over drugs both
on visits and when he appeared at

the Bublin Circuit Crimmal Court,

1t was difficult to pass drugs at
the District Court, she said, as
defendants are oaly seen on briel
court appsarances and then
brought back to downstairs cells.
Packets of cigarettes and anything
clse passed to prisoners by their
families or friends are imme-
diately checked.,

But at the Circuit Criminal
Court it is rclatively easy 1o pass
drugs, the mother said. “On Fri-
days i’s mad down there. Every-
one's flying everywhere. You eag

hand it {leroin and eannabis) to !
anyoue, Often the lads are waiting |
around  the  ball handeuffed  lo :
prison officers before they go into &
court. You only have to attract .
the screw's attention and you |
could pass stuf(.” ;

Ou busy days in the hailway of |
Court 14, but particularly  on
Fridays, accused people‘ jurors,
legal counsel, garddai,  Families, |
friends, members of the public, |
prisonn  officers &nd  handeuffed |
prisoners mingle in packed and |
claustrophobic conditions. 1t is in |
such circumstances, it i8 aileged,
that drugs are frequently passed
to J&coplc in custody. The mother
had heard too that the skylights
beside Court 14 were sometimes
used o smuggle drugs through to
prisoners using the teilets beside
a holding room downstairs,

Prizon officers admit that in the
court precincts proper, amid the
confusion, drugs could be passing
unsecn in the crowd.

The former prisongrs T spoke to
lagt weekend also said that AIDS
was campant in Mcuntjoy,
although very few inmates had
actually -volunteered [or lesting.
They themselves ligured (hey:
could have AIDS antihedies, but
they did not want to know for!
sure. They had pever been tested, |
although one admitted he had!
only recently come off heroin and-
the other said he was still using it.

There are currently around 20
prisoners in a special security
wing of Mountjoy who have heen
diagnosed HIIV " Positive. These
men decided to have the AIDS
test, Flowever. gardai say this
figure is only the tip of a dendly
iceberp. They put the real figurs
of carriers of the disease in.
custody at Mountjoy at about’
three times this number. .

With the current AIDS crisis in |
Dublin, predominantly among |

drug-users, the tzamsmiission of |

AIDS antibodies through shared |
needles and  sexual  intercourse |
inside Mountjoy constitutes a -
lethal time-bomb  waiting to be”
U’igfl_!rcd some years hence,
gardai say.
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B. News
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h Rowmover Aids tests

West German Health Minlster Rila Suessmuth
yesterday demanded that officiala of a northern town
explain why they carrled out Aida tests on chlidren,
1 some asyoung assix. =

She sald the tests had been required by Wesel
town council for 20 children aged between six and 11
as a condition of sending them an sponsored
halidays. -

“When | look at the age groups n question, then
B | think Wesel owes an explanation,” she sald.
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False AIDS

fear led

' to suicide

Young mother’ ‘Sharon Playle 1

killed herself because she was

* ponvinced she had AIDS after

watching a TV documentary

“ on the discase.

. Yet, the 30-year-old house-
_wife had already taken a
. blood test which proved nega-

tive, an inquest heard.

She was found déad in a
furhe-filled car in the garage !
at her home near Grimsby in
England.

Her grief-stricken husband i
Colin told the inquest that E
Sharon believed she had con-
tracted the disease oh & holi-
day in Yugoslavina.

f “She developed an’” allergy
| and had to have three injec-
| tions. at the resort's medical
centve,” he explained. "“She
{hen  convinced’ herself that
thease injection_s were the
| cause of it all.: O

“No rmtter what we said,
 nohody  could reassure her @ -
, Lhat she did not have AIDS. ol
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Condom
advert
approved

- Condoms wili be advertised
on British television for the
first time on Saturday night
after approval by the Inde-
pendent Broadcasting Au-
thority, The broadcast, fea-
turing London Internat-
ional’s Durex brand, comcs
as the Government is pro-
moting the use of condoms in
its anti-Aids campaign.

Under IBA guidelines the
advertisement will be shown
after 9pm, Tt must also be re-
strained, in good taste and
not promote promiscuity.
The pack can be shown but
not the product itself.

s
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By EILTSH O’REGAN
IRELANT is on the brink
of an AIDS explosion as 1hs
numher of habies horn  to
mothers with the killer dis-
case increases 4t am alarme-
iLg  rate, it was claimed
yesterday.

Without adequate prac-
tical  and  educational train-
ing, the virus will inevitably
spread at a chronic rate,
Ms. Mary Clune of the
Women and AIMDS group
warned the Women’s Con-
ference in Dublin,

She said that many people
are HIV positive through
contact with somebody who
has the wvirus either by
sieeping with them or shar-
ing a syringe -— but they
are unaware thev are in.
fected lecause they have
never heen tested.

Already, it has  beeu
shown that Trezind has the
highest number of MIV
puositive babivs of any LEC
country, pey head of popu-
lation.

A former Theroin addicr

told huw sbe reccived "'no
sympathy  or o counselling”
when she was informed in a
Dublin hospital that she had
the virus, And she claimed
that she had been trying for
six moerthy in vain to find a
dentist who would treat her,
because she feit she had a
responsibility to sav she had
the wvirus in  case dental
gquipment was not properly’
steritised  for  the  ext
patient,

The women said that she
had  slept  with  men  {or
money 1o feed her addiction
and she had shared needles
with friet.ds. These peopl:z
might now have the vir
themselves, but they would
never know unless  thev
went for tests.

“{ believe thalt three or
frur times as many people
than is officiallv known are
walking around with AlDS
in this eountry”, she added.

v
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Institnt  Merieny agreed to jain

With Cambridge Bioscience to de- |

velop an AIDS vaccine. In return for
an undisclosed payment, the French
firm will recejye a license to market
any resulting vaccine products.
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Réagan named a homosexual physician, 1
| aCatholic cardinal and a former mernber of '
the Joint Chiefs of Staff to a commission on

“the AIDS epidernic. The appointment of Dr.
Frank Lilly, chairman of the genetics
department at New vork's Albert Binstein
Medical Center, ended an internal White
House dispute over whether the panel |
should include a homosexual.

</
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Institut Meriel"ui
Jomns U.S. Firm
OnAlIDSVaccine

French Concern Signs Pact
With Cambridge Bioscience
FFor Research, Marketing

By MARILYN CHAsE

Staff Reporier of TiE WALL STR2ETY JOURNAL

SAN FRANCISCO-An American bio-
tecl company and a French vaccine maker
have joined forces to work on AIDS
prevontion. .

Cumbridge Bioselence Corp. of Worces-
ter, "Mass,, and Instilut Merieux of Lyan
said they signed a research pact to develop
a vacelne against acquired immune defl-
clency syndreme.

Under lerms, lustitut Merleux will pay
Cambridge Bioscience an  undisclosed
amount ta broaden s vaceine-wresearch
program for the fatal vival disesse, In.
return, Merieux will receive an exclusive
world-wide Heense to market any resulting
vaceine producls.

The collahoratlon combines the research
vapzbliity of Cambridge, which draws upon
a numbey of prominent Havvard University
sclentists as eonsultants, and the world-
wide vaceine-manufacturing and distribu-
tlon track record ef Merleux, A third
company. Connaught Laboratortes,of Can-
ada is expected. to help with ¢linjeal
triais.

The companies said they won't limit
their reseavch ta fny one particular vacclne
technology, but will broadly investigate a
number of approaches. They include recom-
binant DNA {or gene-spliced) vaccines,
subunit vaccines using a harmless viral
prolein, vacaines based on vaceinia (or
cow-pox), and so-calied antildiotypes,
which utriize an antibody to the antibedy
conalning an wmieraal image of the virus
that Is safe hut immunogenic,

All veceines work on the principle of
using natural or synthetic viral malerial to
trick the body Into mounting an immune
respouse that later will attack and kill o veal
viril invader,

Geraid I*. Buck, chafrman and chief
executiviy of Canbrldge Biosclencs, said
“it's fmportant not to see AIDS vacelne
work ln terms of winners and losers
but In terms of collaborators.”

The French-American ccllaboration fol-
lows announcement of an earlier AIDS
vaccine pact between two U.S, compa-
nies, Merck & Co. and Repligen: A number
of conpanies ne working on an AIDS
vaceine, including Genentech Ine.: Chivon
Ine. I collaberation with the U.S. nlt of
Basel-based Ciba-Gelgy A Genetie Sys.
tems Ine.; and Viral Tecinologies.

Mericux sells vaccines in 160 counlries,
and has a major market presence in Afriea,
which suffers uncounted numbers of AIDS
cases and Is belleved by many to he the
crudle of the AIDS virus,

Jacques Armand, Merleux diveetor ol
research, sald: “Progress In vaceines Is
very slow. But the dimensions of AIDS, and
the Tact that were deallng with blood, sex
and a dread disease (places) people
under pressure. The pressure will be high to
tesit the product in animals and in man, But
It's impossible to tell you dates, We don't
have a crystal ball."

William Heseltine,  scientist at Harvard
and Boston's Dana-Rarber Cancer [ustitute,
suld the recent disnppointing results ob-
lained by several groups fu chimpanzee
studies means bullding -n useabie AIDS
vaeeing “isn't going to be as simple as
utling in purlfied envelope glycoproteln,
or pleces of the virus's owter coal, In
man.

Japan Says Domestic Prices
Highest of Industria| Nations

TOKYO - Jipan said its domestic goods
ane epringg e thie gt prasanclyn Ay

i
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AIDS vaccine
still distant

A VACCINE against AIDS
will not be wvailable until
the next century, leading
doctors and scientists said
vesterday.

Safe drugs to lesien the
effects for those who al-
ready have the virus may
also -be scveral years away,
they warned..

They were speaking in
Edinburgh in a debate spon-
sored by the Association of
the British Pharmaceutical
Irdustry.

Dr. Mike Hall, of
chemical giant Roche, szid a
combination of edzcation
and preventative aclion was
likely to win the bhattle
against the epidemic if not
the war against the virus,

“The prospect for an ef-
effective and safe AIDS vac-
cvine still look distant and
hemce eradication of HIV
{AIDS wvirus} will probablv
be. unachievable in our
lifetime,” he said,

Rochs.is currently testing
DDC — a drug to help pro-
long the life of AIDS suf-
ferers ‘and curb the spread
of the virus within  the
bedy, But trials on 60
guinea pigs fave shown
some gide effects.

The ability of the AIDS
virus to change in the boay
is proving the main problem
and challenged the Attor.
nev-General  Sir  Patrick
Mayhew, QC, to bring a
case of criminal contempt
against him,
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