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Dubious
of Fr.
Liynch

Sir—It may well be as |
¥ Fr. Bexrnavd Lynch staies I
§ that those ¢ born  with
homosexual .or lesbien
§ tendencies  are  “spoiled
children of God”, Dbut
{ this title hardly apphes
1 t© them if they become
Vaddicted  -to unnatural {-
| sexual acts which offend
‘| the same God and are
80 promiscuous  as. to
{ have up to one thousand
partners i one year,

The same FEr, Bernard §-
i Lynoh would seem to be f°
enfitied also to reject the
4 Gehesis 4. condemnation
of the sin of Sodom and
o campaign for Sodomy §
fo be legalised, but not |
when he is clothed in the
garb of a priest who is |
sipposed to préach the .
word of God and not hig
own interpretation of it. [

Perhaps the fact that |
§ this young man has had |
ihe harrowing experience [
of assisting at the death-
beds of 60 of his friends
who died of AIDS bas
made him lose track of
his real wvocation, which |
should. ‘he to save souls.
At the moment he see
to ba more concerne
with the material aspects
of this Jlife than hae ig
with the spiritual,

It is to -be_hoped that
ha  will decide soon
whether he wants lo be
a social worker or an
apostle of Jesus.

- TREASA NI
DONNACHADHA,
1 Kilkenny.
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Danger
of AIDS

“No . more _ ant-AlDS
Adverts” ‘siates an articie
in THE SUNDAY PRESS,
so presumably the danger
is now past — or is it?

The article-- gGES on (o
sdy that “the public per-
ceptwn still ‘remains that
AIDS is a gay -disease and
that heterosexuals -are not
at' risk”, ‘The. antj-AIDS
adverts hava done a very
good” job ‘of quelling the
‘rising - panic surrounding
this  fatal disease but
surély some panic is neces- .
sary. Thousands of young
people are leaving this
country. Will they sen-
tence themselves to death
by running the risk of
infected blood getting into
their system by assisting
at some-- casualty without .
-wearing gloves, oould t eyﬂ
" not cut tﬁemselves i the
Process? - .

Warnages buve taken
place  without partners
being tested; will their
children ba . horn  with
AIDS?  .People who . are
Teaving this country- may
‘soon have to be tested but
what of those who are
coming in? Is ‘it nol com-
mon sense to suppose that
within the next few years
it will affect all of us.

MRS. T. O’DONOGHUB o

Kilkenny;
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» PHIL CHEVRON: Aids concert with the help of U2 .

Chevron S. Radlators come
back from space

.ﬁwmyﬁueuwf “ ef?/83

by LORNA DONLON

“IT’S about time that people
started to do some things in
Dublin without the help of
U2,” said a forthright Phil
Chevron yvesterday, The
Popues musician, and
member of the re-formed
Dublin band, Radiators
From Space, was scotching
rumours that Bono would be
appearing in the Radiotor's

special Aids benefit concert -

in Dublin next Sunday.
“ The benefit concert in
Hawkins, is the first in a

‘'serics of projects to raise

funds for Cairde, the group
which helps Aids victims,
and the Gay Health Action
Group. The Pogues were
asked to take part in some
concerts in January, but

- were unable to commit

themsetves to a Dublin date

because of touring plans.
“I knew we would be in

Australia then," said
Chevron, “but
thought, why not reform the
Radiators -— just for the
night.” He had also been
thinking of organising his
own Aids benefit, but admits
that *“it’s much handier
when someone phones You
up and asks you if you want
to do one
organised.”

.The Ra(glators who;
originally formed in 1976,
" have not

ayed together

since 1980. 'The reformed

band will meet for thr
intensive days,
later this w ﬁiﬁ% :

programm or.the concert
remam& undecided, . how=
ever. “We can probably do.

most of the words, but we

then | .

they have -

may have some problems
trying to remember the
chords for some of our
stoff.” -

“We'll be happy to
ptoduce a reasonably
proficient performance for a |
40-minute set, and after that
all hell will break loose,” he

_says. While the surprise

guests are still unknown, the
Real Wild West and Gavin
Friday and his band will

‘definitely take the stage.

The Radmtors says they

are doing t e benefit in an l
attempt.to hj :fht the Aids
© td campaign and-to, “get rid ‘

of this. dreaheoys idea that |
* ohly gay peaple have Aids,”
said Chevron. “We are
trying to say that it affects
everybody. That way,,
everyone can come out and
suppott - the fundralsmg

| camipaigns.” .’

SV
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increase of the killer:
AIDS virus is remain-

ing staticinlreland ...
yet it's contnuing to’
double every six,
months in the States:
and England.

Dr. Derek Fresdman
chairman of the Soclety for'
Sexually Transmitted Dis-
eases, praised Ireland's gay
community. He sald:
“There has not been a sell-

rpetuating “epldemic of
A DS within the gay comm-
unlty, mainly thanks to their
respongible aftitude.”

But the AIDS expert
stressed that this was no
reason for complacency.
He sald: “What we still fear
i infection in the drug tak-
ing community. Many of
them. picked up the anti-
vodies in 1983/84 and
could devetop iliness in the
next 12-18 months."

- GUNDAY. WORLD was

first in {reland in February
this year to commission a:
national survey highlight-

" ing the dangers of AIDS
-:and -explaining how infec-.

tion can be prevented.
Department of Heallh
statistics conflrmed Dr.

Freedman’s analysis. There.

have - ‘been- just seven
recorded new cases of
AIDS this year, a vey small
increase on the sk last year,
Certainly the number -of
victims 1s not doubling
every six months as was
once predicted.

Drug

But a Department
spokesman pointed out
that the number of those
who have the antibodies
was increasing at a faster
rate and had now passed
60C. The majority of those
are drug abusers. ’

Dr Freedman added that
Ireland now has the second
greatest number of children,

S STATI

THE RATE of|

with AIDS antibodies in
Europe. These victims are
horn to mothers who have
the antibodies, Almost all
these mothers would have
contracted the anti-bodies
through using dirty needles
to fuel their drug habit,

Dr. James Walsh, co-
ordinator of AIDS strat-
agies at the Department of
Health, agreed with Dr.
Freedman that thare was a

surprisingly fow incidence’

- of AIDS cases.

He said: “This is espec-

ially s0 when we have as_

many as 633 HIV positive
cases. | simply don't know
what ihe reason is." .

One possibility that Dr.
Walsh speculated was that
in reality there are more
trish cages of AIDS, butthat
many go unreported.”

He added: “it Is aiso
possible that some go lo
England or ‘the United
States for treatment, and
therefore do not show up
on our figures.”

C
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'Drug

AS MANY as 384 in.
travencus drug abusers in
Treland have beea found
to have the Aids virus,
said Junior Heualth
Minister  Terry  Leyden
today,

The ‘sero-positive’
abusers were among 2,150
Intravenousy drng  abusers
who came forward {for
volunlary Aids testing, he
said,

Mr, Leyden, chairman

of the National Co-
ordinuting Comumittes on

" Drug Abuse, said  the
¢ Department of Health was

- considering 2 variety of
. approaches necessary to

1ah

Hes

abusers in
Aids test shock

stemt the spread of HIV

virus*among drug abusers, .

The Minister was add.
ressing the conference of
the European Federation
of Therapeutic Com-
munities which opeaned in
Trinity Coliege, Dublin,
“today,

e said the incidence
of drug abuse wasg fow
levelling out, in Ireland
since reaching g peak in
the early 1980s.

The nationm anti-drug
committee “will continue
to ensure the full use of
all resources in the fight
against  drug abuse,” ‘he
said,

L

ening Herald, Moaday, Se

ptember 7: 1987 |

And a group of leading!
doctors, business people and *©
church leaders are behing a

big appeal to bring in a mit- -
lion pounds to provide a |
whole range of special -
medical and psychalogical
services for victims, i
The idea is to provide #t
Jdntegraied care programig
for the physical and
emational needs of Aids
victims  outside hospita],
because of the continuwally -
rising costs invoived,
Already, 18 victims of the
killer discase have died hers
and almost all of (hem
needed  gpecial hospital
treatment. According to the

. latest estimates the cost of -

_ treating an  Aigds patient
" from diagnosis until death ig

mare than £20,000,

Experts predict a big rise .
in  deaths here 48 the
numbers of people with the
virus in their systems - in-
crease. Official figures now
indicate more than 600
people ara - Aids anti-body
positive,

|
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
]
i
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IDS level

is worrying

nister

By Helen Quinn
The level of AIDS and HIV infection in drug
abusers is very worrving, the Minister of Stafe at
the Department of Hedith said today.

Warning that we must not
become complacent, Mr Terry
Leyden said the firures up to
July last showed that of the
2,150 intravenous drug abusers

who had come forward for
voluntary testing, 384 were
positive.

Officials of the Department °

of IHeaith have met wilh indi-
wviduals and agencies working
with intravencus drug abusers
and a variety of approaches
necessary to stem the spread
of HIV infecton among drug
abusers is ,now being consid-
ered by he Minister for
Health , Mr. Leyden said,

| “Because of the complexity
of the problem a diverse
range of interventions and
approaches are necessary, and
the therapeutic communities
will - have a valuable role to
play in tackling this serious
public heath problem.

Necessary

Defending the Government's §

Public Information Programme
on AIDS. Mr. Leyden said
that it was necessary to carry
out a general public informa-
tien programme and to raise
the general level of public
awareness of the problem.

“This approach is widely
accepted as being the most
appropriate as a first step and
it would have been naive and
‘putdated to simply -see the
AIDS problem as one which
affected a small number of
high: risk ' groups.

- a2

“Dr. Hanlon and I took
the wview that more detailed
and intensive work needs to
he carried ocut in relation to
drug abusers, in tandem with
the general public information
programme” he added.

1i
K]
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‘Hope of earlier
testing for Aids

ANEW METHOD of rapidly de-  cur for a time shortly afier infec-

tecting the Aids virus has been de-
veloped by doctors in Chicago,
Nicholas Timmins writes, -

The test may lead to improved
screening of blood donations for
the HIV virug which causes Aids,
It could enabie infected individ-
uals to be picked up earlier,

The present tests detect only
antibodies to the virus. rather
than the virus itself, These may
not develop for between six weels
and six months after infection,
and in some cases possibly longer.

The new test could also provide
carly diagnosis of infection when
peopie suffer the vague symptoms
similar to influenza, german mea-
sles or glandular fever which oc-

tion. Details are given in a
prelminary report in this week’s
Joumal of the American Medical
Association, linked to warnings
that it is too soon to know how
useful the test will prove.

So far it has been evaluated just
in four patients, whe showed up
as being infected despite having
no antibodies, but who then went
ot to produce antibodies detect-
able by the standard test,

The journal says the new test
for the virus is much simpler than
existing methods, which involve
growing it in the laboratory, But a
leading article warns that while it
may prove useful, much more
work needs to be done to estab.
lish its potential.

!
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" Hiven

| Addi

ing Hera

FREER syringes may be
suppiled €o - Dublin. city
drug addicts by the Depart-
ment of Health as part of
* the anti-Aids drive.

Dr. James Walsh, Deputy
Medical Director of  the
Department of Health and
the country's Adds strategy
co-ordinator, will be
. recommending the- idea.

Dr. Walsh said that the -

main target in the anti-
Aids campaign would have
to be the Dublin city
intravenous drug users.
Statistics indicated that
this group was nst being

-adequately reached by the

ongoing barrage of Aids
wiarnings,

And the commpnal use
of syringes was a major

14, Tuesday, S

cts may
get syringes

factor In spreading the
disease.

Dr, - Walsh believes that
a regular supply of clean
syringes could lMmit the
.spread of the discase here.

And he wili be wurging
the Government-appointed
commitiee directing the
Aids campalgn to intro-
doce the scheme as s00n
as possible..

“] hope personally that
it will be done,” he said.

Tn the most recent Irish
Aids survey a total of
11,640 people - had. ‘Been
tested for the presence- of
the Aids virus. Of these,
626 were found 1o 'be
sero-positive. And of yhese
a total of 4l were intra-
“yenous drug users.’

Qv

|
!




Irish Independent
8" September 1987

New definit

IRELANI'S oificlal AIDS figares
will rise dramatically within weels
as new medical definitions of ths
fatal disease are introduced, it was
revenled vesierday.

The Deputy Chief Medical Officer with
the Department of Health and Ireland’s
arcinptor of  AIDS  strategy, told
ral conference rhat the Warld

il Organisation (WHQ} definition  of
what constteted full-blowa AIDS must be
broadened. . ) i

And rhe new definition which be hoped
wenld  be  introduced  within the  next
month, would inciude_thagdlPS felated
m%: ARC — AIDS Related-Complex.

w

By STEVE BRENNAN

Uatil now ARC victims, who can &
from the condition, have been told they do
not have AIDS,

“We  have the -ludicrous situation in
which 2 doctor ean tell an ARC im that
he did not have an AIDS condition hut he
wonld die the mex: day 7.7 ssid Dy,
at, . AhEzehnr e Federation  of
Conference in

] i ; ARC cases
among  Irelandlg;woffidiali S statistics
wonld significantly increase official figures.

will SHhow

waish could not give a clear
of how many extra rases there

ol A Teportahie eSS s
offjcial s here are nat  available.
However. jt known seierally that at least
10 prisaners in Mountioy jail are sufferers,
; the spndrome i net
NS can yevert to
Ve — having AIDS
nfeir blood but ngt sutfering
from the aciual disease.
The re-viassification w
n knows 25 AIDS.re
ical AIDS. This is 0 candition
ot COMMOnly  involve he
normal full-bowm, AIDS SYmMpioms bt
strikes at rhe braifi” causing the vietim T

=0 include the

o involve AIDS-related
al seientists have now found

keyed to attack humans by the AIDS virus.
This condition too. which se far h:

this could he verv significant in
this country because we stand hish on the

sh said there were no plans i repeat
campaign of Tast May
d be concenrrating
TOUH - mmw.me.wnoﬁ

the AIDS “safe sex”
but the Deparrment woni

on the most-at-risk
% drug uscrs in the inner ¢ .
Ta 1his end the Depariment“would be

sharp rise in AIDS figures

closely with drug abusers in Dublin.

Dr. Walsh said Treland's future fuil
AIDS fipures wouid be much higher Thae *
experts inftialfy feared.

Offfcial statistics showed Ireland had
mare than 630 HIV positve cases. And
there were fears that the irue fizure co
be daubie.

The Minister of State at the Department
of Health. Mr. Leyden said rhe incidence of
druz abuse in Ireland was now levelling cut
ce reaching a peak in the early 19R0s,
== in Britzin. AIDS was now ciaiming,
an average of one life every day. Figures;
out taday from the Department of Hea
and Sacial Securitv show that in August
people died from the disease.

—— e -

ising teams of volunteers to work #
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TECHNOLOGY (N 02

Jeremy Warner

Aids cure
may rest on
fake virus

BRITISH BIO-TECHNOLCGY
last week published for the first
time fulf detalls of lts plonearing
work on developing an Aids vae-
cine — work whicli in itself has
already established a unique sx-
ample of iechnology transfer,

The announcement of new
breakthroughs In Alds resoarch is
almost a daily event bug this par-
licular avonue af exploration
looks mare promising than most,

1t has alse prompted Yaccine
producers to hammer at British
Bio-technology's doer for the
rights to undertake a two-year
programme of test rescarch fato
the product.

British Bic-technalogy, based
In Oxford, was formed last year
with £2.5m of venture capital to
research new treatments for cor-
onary heart dusease, rheumaloid
arthritis, cancer and other viral
dizeases by using genetle engi-
neering technlques,

Few bio-technology ventures in
Dritain have so far showst much
promise but this one could be dil-
ferent. Already British Bio-lech-
nalegy hes a steady Income de-
rived from preducing high-tech
reagenls for academic and indus-
teiad research,

‘The company has also been
self-consciously modelled en its
suceessful US counterparts which
have achicved a highly potent
mix of strong academic research
and eatrepuenzurial flair, British
Blo-technology locks tike equal-
ting the mix with its Aids vaceine,

The breakthrough was first an-
neninced last March but the com-
I:nny did hot give fuli details until

nst week's Netire magazine be-
canse of the need to establish
warldwide patent rights,

In co-operatfon with research-
ers from Oxford University, Brit-
ish Bio-technology has developed
a procedure for bullding fake vi-
ruses £rom a protein found In
bakers' yeast. By using genetic
engineering, particles from the
yeast can be combined with seg-
linna of the outer coating of the
Alds virus to produce a
“psendovirua” which laoks like
the real thing but is harmless.

‘The §64,000 question is
whether the pseudovirus can be
made to trigger the bedy's natu-

! ral defence sﬂulem to praduce

* antibodics which will destroy the
, real Alds virus. British Bio-tech-
nology I tiow i tatks with four
big vaccineg producers about £2m
to £3m of further test reseurch
which could izad lo commareial
production of 4 vaccine,

‘e original research on the
ppreduct was earried out at Ox-
lord University's department of
biachemistry and thex trans-
fesred to British Bic-tecinology
in return for an agreed royally on
any comnmercial expledtation,

Two of the original uiversity
researchors, Dr Alan Kingsman
and D Sally Adams, now work
for Dritish Bio-1zchnology, the

373 /57

oy

k&lm Nchullghl thel':a.\uculive .

of British Blo-lechnology

lirst on a part-time basis with his
hours divided between the uni-
vérsity and the company, and e
later full time. Dr Sue
Kingaman, iis wifc, who also
worked on the rescarch, stays at
the university.
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Health Bureau
to be repla,ced

ELEVENTH hour talks were schedwled today coft-

cerning the future of the Health Educatlon Bureau
which -ig- hcm.g clousure: T

Health Minister -;Dr. O Hdndon, _was mectmg the
Board of the H.EB. at noon today angd it was ex-
pected thal. e woullo announce . the closure of the
board this evening: - -

However, nefther the Dcipaftmem of Hézniv’n nor
the H.E.B., would confirm today that the” Minister's
meeting was & mere formality to officialiy announce
his’ intention of oclosure.. ’ -

It was expcctasl that Board membenrs would voice
serious protest and argue that the £2 million annual
budget was belng well spent.

Senator Joe O'Toole said today that freland wag

aiready spendin gless per capita on health education

‘than any of its Europcan neighbolrs. )
‘The Bureau, which is the ‘official education bady
an  public hae-lth employs 25 peOplc But it was

Ied-nnd that its fu:chmns Are oW o uv: uuu.u sver.’

by. the Department of Health,

Senator. O’Toolg has worked -closely 1n rhe p']st :

with the HLE.B. in his vapacity as a nsgmner nf rhe
national co-ordinating committee on -
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| By Joe Carroll

THE CATHOLIC Church’s prac-
tical response to the AIDS crisis
will be one of the main items on
the agenda of the spring meelinF
of the Irish Hierarchy, which
begins today al Maynooth and
continues until Wednesday. The
Hierarchy's Pastoral Commission
was asked Dy the bishops last
January “as a malter of urgency”
to make recommendations on
practical measures which the
Church in its own ministry should
take to help AIDS victims.

A bishop whe is a member of
the Pastoral Commission told The
Irish Times last night that the
Hierarchy would be discussing at

. this week’s meeting the ideas for

practical action which the com-
mission had now presentcd. A
statement on the bishops’ contri-
bution to combating the spread of

|Hierarchy will discuss
|response to AIDS crisis

AIDS is expected on Wednesday
at the end of their meeting.

Last January the Standing
Committee of the Hierarcy issued
a statement calling for a “strong
moral* response to the chailenfgc
posed by this crisis’  but the
emphasis at’ this meeting of the
full Hietarchy is on practical
steps which priests and Church
workers can take in their ministry
to help AIDS victims and their
familics and counsel potential vic-
tims on how to avoid the disease.

The Cathalic hierarchies in
Britain and on the continent have
already issued statements deplor-
ing the reliance on ‘“safe sex”
and condoms in the official Xublic
health campaigns against AIDS.
The January statement of the
Irish Standing Committee said "it
would be sad if the response to
this major threat were to be

JH-——Tr—/UfE

reduced simply to a debate about
free needles or easy availability of
condems, This would be an eva-
sion of the issue.”

1t remains to be scen how
explicit the postponed Govern-
ment campaign to combat AIDS
will be and if it.attracts the kind
of criticism- from the Irish bishops
made by their British and conti-
nerntal colleagues.

Last month an AIDS task force
set ula in the Dublin archdiocese
by the Catholic Social Service

nference made proposals on
how the Church couiljd respond to
the present crisis. These included
an AIDS Hot Line to provide
accf:uratlc information and act as a
referral agency to appropriate
service ancF a éhurch A[)I%S‘-)com-
mittec which could liaise with a
national co-ordinating committee
under the Department of Health. |

E
E
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Action’ over
condom sale!
criticised -

By Lorna Siggins :

THE Irish Famili; Planning Asso-|
ciation (IFPA) has said that a;
summons served on it yesterday|
over the sale of condoms at the
Virgin Megastore record shop in;
Dublin makes Ireland, once more,
“the laughing stock of Europe”,

The summons, issued by the

Director of Public Prosecutions,
alleges that the TFPA unlawfully
sold *“a contraceptive” at the|
Virgin Megastore, Aston Quay,
Dublin, to *& person unknown®
on January 10th, 1989, contrary to
Section 4 (1) (4% of the Health
(Family Planning) Act, 1979, as
amended b{_“ section two of the
Health (Family Piaoning)
Amendment Act, 1985,
. The act, as smended in 1985,
imposed an age limit of 18,
abalished the need for a prescrip-
tion and dropped the “bona fié)ci
family planning” qualification in |
relation to the legal supply of!
contraceptives by chemists  and
health boards. :

“In light of the seriousness of
the worldwide AIDS crisis and
the rising rate of wunplanned
pregnancies, this summons serves
only to hiEhlight the Judicrous
nature of the contraceptive laws
| that stifl exist,” Ms Chyistine
~Donaghy, chief executive of the

IFPA, $3id. i
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Casual

sex hit
by fear
of Aids

THREE-QUARTIRS  of
women in Britain beiween
17 and 23 are sticking,
with one partner to-
escape the threat of Alds.
& SUryey suggests. B

And. twe. out of thice
think = that condoms
should be Issued to com-
bat the kitler disese.

The vesults of a survey
of 19 magazines’ 609,000
readers reveal that more
young women are build-
ing sicady relziionships to
avoid the risk of Alds.

o0 Britain’s L00O  Alds
. ¢ases have largely been
‘among homesexual men,
ibut  young women are
clearly taking fewer
chances,

More thanm half said
they would ensure a
casual  sexual  partner
lused, a condom—and 43
per  cent. have cut out
casanl seX altogethern
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LATEST » |

Thursday, Sept. 10, 1967, Vol. 08,

stuff!

THE  Radiutors  From
Space were one of the
best rock bands Treland
ever produced — but fate
consplred fo break them
up In 98I, leaving fang
with aothing more than
luppy memories, Now the
band reformed (o play a
one-off  Dbenefit gig for
Actlon  Against  Afds.
Colin  Kerr talked to
Radintor  Pete  Elolidal
about “iife since the split,
— Page b4

KEEP in touclk on Page
17, where you'll [ind bow
Mlss Seliridge Iy set to
take Dublin by storm,
why ithe famous have
taken tg: canvas, and how
Coce Chanel revisited 1s
mckinf them in for an
exhibleion - In Londom,

-m= Page 17,

\

No. 215,

SV
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16

SrcmamEas.

WIHEN  Philip Chevron starled singing about
throwing his telecaster through the {elevision
sereen 10 years ago, Irlsh
going to be the same again,

In the summer of 1976, Chevron, Stevs Rapld, Pete
Holidai, Mark Megaray and Jimny
tome together as The Radialors f

flest punk rock band.

For four glorious years The Radiatorn blazed a irail,
boldly ventu ing where no other b

“rnssemey

pughing beyond the final frowtiers of rock.

The fizst single, Television Screen, was followed by an
impressive debut album, TV Tybs Heart, in the summer

of '77,

They then decided to tey their luck in Landon and la

1979 released their eagerly-awalted second LP Chostowsl,

But although Ghostown wag eriticall
hailed b{ some people as lhe finest rock album 1o come
ailed to muke the impact in Britain

out of Ireland, ‘it

that would have meved the band into the big league,

A combination of financial and le
their progress and at the start of Fﬂﬂl. & lew months
tour, the band sadly

after a highly
decided to call it 2 day.

Mow, six years Jator The Radiators h
are back Intown fer a oneg-off concer
Sunday night, a benefic gig organised

suceessful [yish

Action Graup ynder the Action Against Atds bannor.

“A lot of people think
that we disappeared into
obscutity,*  roflectnd
guitavist Pete Holidai as
he took a break from re.
beacsals for next Sunday’s
gig. “But we wers very
papular In London after
we moved over there and
We had a good follawing
averseas in  places like
France and Japan"

So what went wrong?
didn't  have
manager and that created

I

ia lot of problems, If I
“bad a chance to do it all

i over

again I'd get Paul
Mcguinness to  manage
us.'

Accarding to  Holldad,
who wrote some of the
band’s finest songs, in-
cluding the classiv Milion
Dollar “Hero, the royalty

" cheques are still cotning

in and thelr records con-

tinue to sell overseas.
® Benefit
And Phi!  Chevren has

told him that hie has scen

smne of the fans at
Pogues  glgs  (Chevron
Jolned The Pogues jn

1883} wearing Radiators
T-shirts,

“There still seems to be
8 genuine affection for
the band and both Phil
and myself are often stop-
ped In the streets by E7
and 18 year olds who
would have been tud
cung to remember The
iadiators when the band
started out but who have
plcked up on our musie
slnce,”

THE RADIATORS (I. to
Steve,

r}  Pele, Pl
Jimmy and Mark,

® ®
Radiating
They’re back! Colin
Kerr remembers

the good old days of
raw, vibrant rock

When The Radiators
wete around, the lack of
vyonues and other facllities
left them with an uphill
battle az they tried to
make a decent living out
of musle. Holidal  savs
that things have improved
sinco then.

"“Nowadays, Irish muosi.
cians who are based over
here cat compete inter-
natlonally  beceuse  we
have the back-up system.”

But there Iz very littl

rock music was never

“Crash” Wynne, had
ram Space, Treland's

and had gone before,

vy acclaimed and
al probliems halted

ave reformed and
t In Hawkins next
by the Gay Health

Evhing Henild, Thirsdag Sptedibis 0, 198

3o W d

sy
£y

prospect of the Radintors
reforiing permznently to
cash in on the. healthier
cimate that existy fn o
1987, Qhevron iy -enjoyin

ah nel‘)v tease ?\gl "fl?l };:hl
the Poguea while Ho! 7 2
Ia playing guitar with the - LIGHT A B6G FRE: Pele Holldel §8 now with Dubiin
hotly tipped Dublin band L :

Light A Big Fire, Steve
Averill, aka Steve Hapld,
iz best kncwn now as the
deslen artist for U2,

“The spilt was amicable
and we atlll ees each

_local heroes,

try to reliva old glorles,
but at lsast for an hups

other as mucl 43 we can
tut 1T couldn't really gee
us getting back togelhor
unlesa it was to do the
occaglonal benefit concert

Hke pext Sunday's gig in
‘Hawkina,"

And it's grobably better next© Sunday, he
that way. l!lt'u “;y ly & Radistors will bring back !
bad Kdea for old hands i a few fond njemories. ‘
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RADIATING THE
MESSAGE

WHEN THE Pogues weare
approached by Gay Health
Action and asked to
participate in a benefit gig for
Aid To Fight AIDS in January,
they were reluctantly obliged
to dacling as they were al-
ready committed to doing an
Australian tour then, © ™.

For Philip Chevron this was
particutarly disappointing: he
had already been forced to
abandon plans for an AIDS
banefit he was arranging be-
cause of the logistical pro-
blems inherent in arranging an
event in Dublin frorn London.
So, in return, he proposed
retorming the original
Radiators (From Space) for a
one-oft banefit gig on a date in
September which sulted ihe
other four ex-Rads. it happens
this Sunday, the 13th at
Hawkins.

UNSAFE SEX

"It's important that people
are seen to give support to
Gay Health Action and Aid To
Fight AIDS as these are the
most impariant AIDS Infor-
mation organisations in the

_ country,” Philip argues. “In

_+. most countries such organi-
“sations are balng supponed

by their governments but that

is not the case here. The

government here has given

these organisations the res-

-

ponsibility for spreading
information without giving
finance. There is an obvious
need for cerrect information. In
thair campaign the
government here has said that
casual sex spreads AIDS, and
that, strictly speaking, isn’t
true. It is unsafe sex that
spreads AIDS. But the ‘moral’
aspect of the government's
campaign Is, | suppose,
inevitabte.”

Apart from the desire to help
raise money for and to help
publicise Ald To Fight AIDS,
Philip was motivated by
another factor. ""The Terence
Miggins Trust is the counter-
part of the Gay-Health Action
Group in England, and in
England gay musicians have
lent their suppott to it and re-
presented it | think it's impor-
tant that this is done here and
that gay musicians lend their
support 10 the gay community.
And there are more gay
musicians here than you
might imagine.”

IN THE CLOSET

Phillp says that he has been
forunate in that no friend of
his has contracted AIDS In
any form. "] haven’t had a per-
sonal experlance of a friend of
mind dying or anything. Bui!
was speaking to someone in
London recently who was

teliing me he was going to I/O T, /%_Ej‘ f / O/ ?/ IF :

funerals every four or five
weeks. I'm not really part of
the gay community in l.endon.
1'm more on the fringe
because | don't really spend
any more time In London now
than 1 do in Dublin."”

So what can we expect at
the gig? Basically all the ald
songs, some of which, Philip
feels, are even more relevant

- today than at the time of

writing. Cr at least more easily
uniderstood, * ‘Let's Talk
About The Weather' is a song
about being in the closet
which | wrote when | was in
the closet, 50 it's not
surprising that few peaple
understood it. Bilt Graham was
about the only person who
did.”

Philip reveals that amongst
other surprises The Radtiators
may play a new song written
by Philip "if I've finished it in
time™, which Philip describes
as being "relevant to tha
occaslon while not being
about it."” The Iintrigue!

This igland has never
produced a better band than
The Radiators. They have
refarmed 1o draw attention to a
cause lhat is of pressing impor-
tance to us alk. If you are not at
Hawkins on Sunday you have
no axcuse.

John McNeive

<
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tside the Health Edncation Bureau’s
shortly after his appointment as

yr Harry&rawley ou
offices in hapier days,
director u e Haughey.

10" September 1987

Irish Times

-nd fall of the T

THE greatest iromy in the
abolition of the Health Educa-
tion Bureau by Charles
Haughey’s hairshirt govern-
ment is that 10 years 2go,
when Fianna Fail swept into
power with 2 mandate @
spend, spend and spend again.
and Mr Haughey took over as
Mimister for Health, it =as the
HEB he choose to become
one of the showpieces of his
term in office.

In its first 1wo yeais of
existence it had achieved little,
Set up by Brendan Corish in 1975
with a budget of £160,000 and a
small staif of jess than im Tessive
civil servants seconde from

other departments, it marked time
antil Mr Haughey, with his
famous eye for a_good publicity
gimmick, boosted its budget w £1
miltion and appointed 2 clever
youn psychiatrist, Dr Harry

Crawley, as its director.

‘The revamped burean did its
new backer proud. Dr Crawley
brought in 2 team of equally
bright young educationalists and
publicists who in the late 70s and
early 80s started 1o cover the
country with eye-caiching posters
urging everything from giving up
smoking to inoculating babies.

The emphasis in that period
was on reaching people throu h

high-profile  poster and  media
campaigns. Around 198283 its
rigrities  changed somewhat in

avour of traimng teachers, doc-
cors and other professionals 1o
ass on its MEssages; Programmes
or schoolchildren and other
voung people; and building up
stocks of booklets, education
packs, films and videos and other
training materials.

place
ordinary person can pliene up and

premolions  were
drink, don't die” television. radio
and poster campaigh at the end of
1979, which used  well-known
media personalities to put across
a powerful
to young aduls and adolescents.

Andy

ealth E

Pollak reviews

the

ducation

work of the

_ past ww:wommm.ui,mzm examines the impact of its

The HEB says more than 200G

teachers have gone through its
training courses; il produces and
distbutes 1.5 million i
health education
hooklets alone every year, oover-
ing 106 different subjectss
receives around 2000 direct
requests for health information
every month. -

teaflets and

and il

The bureau is, in fact, the only
in the country which an

et information about n<nQAE=m
rom backache to cancer, first ai

o AIDS. It is highly unfikely that

the vl service bosses of the
Department’s _unoﬂomna health
promotion  unil witi aflow such

openness and accessibiity.

HEB's best-known

Among
the *If you

re-Chrisimas message

From 1982 onwards the bureau
launched a series of superbly
designed anti-smoking posiers
using piays on the word ‘knot.’

There was some suggestion how-

ever, that just as in other coun-
tries which had mounied strong
anti-smoking campaigns around

this time., these had little effect on

i number of voung peopic k-
ing up the hatat,

Anoiher campaign which did
have a marked effect on people’s

abolition on_public health awareness.

aititudes Wwas 1asl yoar'S SUCCRSS
tul drive 1o persuade mothers 10
ger their ¢hildren vaceinated
against measles.

Also in 1982 the HEB put a ot
of respurces into a campaign io
discourage young people from
using drugs, using a high-profile
medis and poster cempalgn com-
bined with less spectacular work
¢o train teachers about the threat

of drugs 10 young people. It
produced plossy guides for
parents, 100, ieading o some
querics about whether it Wwas
targeting those groups in society
most at risk from drugs.

iess doubt was casl on the
uscfulness of its constant ciane
paigns on less Ew:_u_mv_._c:nmmwn_
areas of public health Tts posters
of gverything from inoculation 1o
nutrition, dental care f¢ health
and safely at_work adorned the
walls of hospitals, doctors’ wait-
ing reoms and community centres
the length and breadih of the
counlry. and were the only
glimpse thousands of working-
class peopie ﬂoﬂ of the gospel of
primary health care.

By 1987 the Health Educa-
tion Bureae was spending E9)
million woa year, this year entirely
funded from the Naiional Lottery.
The 200 voluntary and self-help
proups it assisied are united in
‘heir concern zbout the effect its
passing wili have og the funding
of their indrvidual educational and
information campdigns.

The main criticisim leveiled at
the HEB was ils coOsl-
ffeutiveness. [t was szid the: Dr
Crawley and his feam were 100

mawwo.ncumnmoﬁ.. oo fond of

smart  press receptions, and 100
yeady 1o spend large sums on
designing expensive posters and

producing costly videos.

However, the HEB’s most con-
wroversial initiative was its recent
series of pilot “life skills™ pro-
grammes 0 schools. These deal
rol only with basic health sub-
jects such as hygiene and
hutrtion, but also with scxuality,
personal and farnily relationships.
value systems and Lifestyles.

This new programme, proposed
during Gemma Hussey's tenure as

Minister for Educatien, was
strongly  criticised by senior
ishops led by the late Arch-
bishop Mclamara, and

campaigned against by right-wing

Catholic pressiuse groups such as
Family ligarity. These often
appeared to suspect the HEB of

heing the intellectural author of 2
lot to undermine traditional Lrish
liefs in religion and the family.
Dr (¥Hanlon, himself a conser-
vative in such matters, may not
have been totally immune 10 such
_._'.minq?:w.cmnwna lobbyists.
eve was no mention of what
would happen to the “life skills™

programme in his meeting with

the HEB' board yesterday.
_However. despite  the occd-
sional criticism, few people in-

volved in health carc would deny

urcau

that the HEB has dune an encr-
mous amount to bring a new
awareness of the danacrs of such
laie 20ih cenfury ScoUIgEs ES
smoking, drugs. and  aicoholism
w public nouce. In the words
of the HEBY board yesterday, it
has come te he “regarded
nationatly as un independent.
credible reliable suurce of nfor-
mation on healih matiers.”

Tt is the loss of indepen-
dence from the dictates of the

@

Department of Health that many
health promotion specialists such
as Dr Geoffrey Bourke, Professor

of Communtty Medicine at ucCDh,
are particularly concerned aboul.

However, Professor Bourke
emphasises. that health cducaticnt
— persuading the public to adopt

healthy habits and forege
unhealthy ones — cnly one part
of health promotion. He poinis

gut that if the Governinent were
e hoalth promd

T pursue an acuve
ton policy -— which for example
could see it passing legislaigm
limiting the levels of ceran
farmful nutrients in foed — 1t
would be a great step forward.

Some HEB workers believe the
bureau’s own emphasis or the
need for a stronger Government
policy on heaith promotion, which
would inevitably bring it iato
conflict with powerful interests in
the food. drnk and tobace in-
dustries. may have played & part
in its dowafall.

They point _ro the fact that the
Government is only following the
example of the DBritisk Govern-
ment. which carlier this year
scrapped its own independent
hemtte  cduvalion  upEacy. i
Health Education Councl, choos-
ing To subsumc it ime the
Diepartment 0f Heuith and Kool
Services.

the
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Ireland ‘laughing stock’
over condom prosecution *f

THE prosecution of the Irish spirit of the Health Famil Saturdays.
Family Planning Association for Piianning") A(l:lt‘19}7{g and tl(1e 198y5 According _to ' Ms. Christine
alleged unlawful selling of condoms Amendment Act. Donaghy, the IFPA chief executive,
at Dublin's Virgin Megastore nine ““rhose Acts laid down provisions the prosecution is based on the sale. -
months ago was .welqomed yester- ' .for the distribution of contracep- of a packet of condoms to someone!
day by Family Solidarity. " fives through “pharmatists, health on January 10%ast. - L oo
But the summons, issued by the - - nhoards and family. planeing centres, _ The Act, as amended in 1985,
. Director of Public Prosecutions . . and ihe law -should be upheld, he imposed an age limit of 18
under_ Section 2 of the Health,. = said. . : abolished the need for a doctor's
(Family Planning) Amendment Act But spokespersons fer the IFPA prescription and dropped _the
1985, would again make jreland a - .say . that they. will trenchantly = orgind “hona fide family plan-
laughing stock, the IFPA.claimed. " eontest.any allegation that they are ning” qualification in relation to the
The summons alleges that IFPA - in. breach of the law. As far as the legal supply of contraceptives by
sold a contraceptive “lo & person IFPA is concerned its selling of . pharmacists and health boards.
unknown” on January 10 last. The  condoms in the Virgin store on Ms. Donaghy added: “In the Hght
case will be heard in the Dublin.. Saturdaysislegal. of the seriousness of 'tt}e_worldwxde
District Court at 2 p.m. on October It was business as usual esterday AIDS crisis and the yisin rate of -
24 next. : at the IFPA counter at \yir in for unplanned preglnancws this sum-
Mr. Des McDenald, secretary of .. the sale -of condoms. Sales of meons serves only to highlight the .
Family Solidarity said yesterday ... condoms-began-there at the start of ludicrous nature of the contracep-
that the prosecution was “appropri- . this-year-originally on 2 daily basis tive laws that still exist In the
was consistent with the. ‘

ate” an but “they are +now confined 10 Republic.” \

. - LA d "‘""-‘*—(‘r”lt
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Condoms girl,

defies ban!

« Vick! O'Connel! selling the condoms ysslerday in the Virgin Maegastore.

IT was business as
usuat yesterday at the
condom stall in Dub-
lin's Virgin megastore
— despite a threat of
prosecution.

The lrish Family, Plan-
ning Asociation which runs
the stall has revealed that it
- will continue to seli con-

doms at the store every
Saturday — despite being
served with a summons
alleging that the practice is
ilegal.
By noon yesterday Vicki
~ O'Connell, a voluniary wor-
ker with the IFPA, had sold
£40 worth of condoms.

“Business is quite good,”
she toid SUNDAY WORLD.
She added that the ¢is-
{omers were mostly male.
The summons was issued
by the Director of Public
Prosecutions and the case
will be heard in the Dublin
District Court next month.
Ms. Christine Donaghy,

chief executive of the IFPA,

said that in light of the
seriousness of the world-
wide AIDS crisis and the ris-
ing rate of unplanned preg-
nancies, the summons
served only to highlight the
“"lugicrous nature of the con-
fraceptive laws that still
exist in this country.”

SULpAT WRLD & oY

sha went on: "It is both
inhuraane and silly fora law
to restrict the sate of con-
domsin this way when con-
domsprovide much needed
and vatuable protection for
those who choose to use
them.

«gandoms, 8 responsible
and pasitive contribution to
health promotion, are not |
dangerous and not damag-
ing to your health. The re-
sponsihle use of condoms
as both contraceptives and
prophylactics should be en-
couraged by both the law
gpd State health policies. |

“This summons will !
cause lreland to be seen,
once 6gain, as the laughing
stock of Europa asour con-
traceptive laws and pol ioies™"]
remain incomprehensible.
to our European nelgh; 3
bours — and rightly s0,”

she sald.
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-Candom action -
VIRGIN RECORDS has !

fallen wul of Freland’s family
- planning legislation. Eamonn -
/Barnes, the Irish director of -
ypublic -prosections, -wil} ap-
;Tempt 1o stop the sqle ofieon-n:
_doms at ‘the Virgin store:in’ -
‘Dablin‘in a district cotrt case- ;
expected next month, “Only -

"




