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“Aids research may
beneﬂ? sufferers of

The huge sums being spent on
Alds research may  produce
'spin-off benefits for sufferers
- of multiple sclerosis, accord-
vihg to a report published
toclay.

About 100,000 people in
‘Britain suffer from the chronic
c"hsabhng disease, which led to
the death on Monday of Miss

"Jacqueline du Pré, the former,

leading cellist, at the age of 42.
Up to 1,000 people a year
~die from the condition, which
affects almost twice as many
women as men, The highest
“thortality is among the mid-
“dle-aged and elderly and the
“tost to the health service was
“more than £18 million last
year, the report from the
Oﬂlce of Health Econemics
says
. .. The causes of multiple
i .sclerosis are unknown, but
some researchers believe that
an Aids-type virus which af-
fects the body’s immune sys-
tem could be involved. Mr
~Bernie (FBrien, a research
fellow at Brune! University
-and author of the report, said
“vesterday: “The illness re-
mains an enigma and a chall-
¢nge to medical scientists, but
there are good reasons to hope
for a breakthrough.
' “The most likely explana-
tion is that multiple sclerosis
“i§ caused either directly by

multip

some viral infection of un-
known orgin or that in-
directly such a virus provokes
the body’s immune system to
attack itself.

“There are some obvious
parallels to be drawn between
multiple sclerosis and Aids. If
an Aids-type virusis involved,
then the millions of pounds
currently being invested in
Aids research may provide
some valuable spin-off know-
ledge.”

The report says that imp-
rovements in diagnosis have
been achieved through the use
of the latest medical tech-
nology, including magnetic
resonance imaging. There is,
however, still no proven eff-
ective trcatment and many
sufferers have resorted to
fringe treatments such as
snake venom or hyperbaric
oxygen (HBO).

The idea that HBO could be
beneficial arose from its suc-
cess in treating deep-sea divers
suffering from *‘the bends”,
the decompression sickness
that can inflict damage to the
central nervous system similar
1o that caused by multiple
sclerosis. Patients with mui-
tiple Sclerosis  undergoing
HBO therapy breathe pure
oxygen from a face mask while
sitting in a pressure chamber,

The report says that “the

- ———

le sclerosis

By Thomqon Prentice, Science Correspondent

-essary for HBO will aid

vast majority of evidence
from (rials of HBO suggests
that it has no beneficial im-
pact on the disease”. Two
scientific studies publlshed in
the past two years concluded
that there was “no clinically
important or significant ben-
eﬁl" but the report acknowl-

:s that multiple sclerosis

erers may nevertheless be-
lleve they have been helped by ‘|
HBO. “To some extent the |
simple bringing together of |
patients into a group nec-

communication and lift spir- }
its.

“When doctors can offer
little by way of treatment, it is
perhaps not surprising that
many multiple sclerosis suff-
erers are prepared to put their
faith in- new ideas which,
although they may not carry |
the full scientific stamp of °
apr:roval, may offer some '
hape.”

Venom from the cobra,
viper and other snakes is also
used by some sufferers who
claim they have benefited,
from it. Advocates of its use'
believe that the venom attacks,
the nervous system in a way’
similar to multiple sclerosis.
Multiple Sclergsis (Office Of
Health Economics, 12 While-
hall, London SWIEA 2DY,
£1.00).
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MS — AIDS ‘LINK’

THE disabling disease ibat claimed the lite of cellist Jacque-
line du Pre may be caused by an Ailds-type virus that attacks
the body's defences. :

Now a report from the British Office of Health Economles
suggests that MS, Alds and rheumatoid arthritis could all be
caused hy exposure 1o a virus that attacks the body's immune
systent. . s

The report offers the ray, of hope that if M$ is indeed the
“resuyll of an_Alds-type virus “then .the mitlions of pounds cur-
rently being invested in Aldsyiresearch may provide some valu-
~able. spin-off knowledge ahoui’__ the immune sysiem lo relation
to such diseases.” R :

" "It .says: “Much of_the, available evidence suggests that MS
is some form of disease affecting the. immune system which
finds 1ts, ofigin tn a’ viral infectton.” There may be some
genetic defect in the finmune” system. which permiis the per-

sisience of a virus such as measles which is acquired in child-

hood — the.virus shomehow lays dormant within the body.”
laier life the virus elther directly attacks the nerve
of theé ceniral system or — more likely — stimulates
dy’s immune system to attack the fibres.

"The report estimates that up to 100,000 peopie in Britain
suffer from MS, at.a cest to the NHS of more than E18 mil-
lion last year. .
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Vaccinia carries the seeds of its own destruction

MALLPOX virus was defeated by

vaccinating people with its milder
cousin the vaccinia (cowpox) virus. That
success prompted genetic engineers to use
vaccinia as a vector for segments of other
deadly viruses in the hope of inducing an
immune response. Because that approach
also succeeded in the case of hepatitis B and
rabies, biologists have tried the same trick
with HIV (the AIDS virus), The snag,
though, is that once people are infected
with HIV their immune response is already
sluggish, making it dangerous to inject
vaccinia into them. This was only too
apparent when one US army recruit died
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(ne solution, however, might be to use
vaccinia not as a vector for surface proteins
on HIV but to carry a stimulant of the
immune system. as reported by a group of
researchers in Australia (Nature, vol 329,
F 545). Tan Ramshaw and Susan Phiilips
rom the Australian National University in
Canberra teamed up with Marion Andrew
and ¢colleagues at the CSIRO Animal Health

Wuw QcipnrsY

Laboratory to study the effects of vaccinia
that carries the gene for interleukin-2 (IL2).
When produced by white blooed cells, 1L2
boosts the production of “primed” T-cells,
an important event in the body’s response
to viral infections,

The researchers found that injecting
normal vaccinia virys into immuno-
deficient mice led to a bad case of cowpox.
In contrast the modified, or recombinant,
cowpox led to rapid recovery from infec-
tion. The researchers found that the
vaccinia had reproduced and, in doing so,
had made enough IL2 to persuade the
mouse’s immune response to flare up and

decinating  people  who  have an
impaired immune response might be
feasible, HIV-positive people might receive
vaceinin/IL2 and vaccinta/HIV  simulta-
neously. However, the researchers warm
that a hidden HIV infection of white blood
cells might be encouraged to spread if the
affected cells are stimulated by IL2. Only
trials on a “mixed” vaccine will test the idea
fully, (]
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Aids ‘cure’ tests®,

- A POSSIBLE Aids vaccine developed by a !ittle-knownj
" pharmaceutical company is being tésted on the huma-nl

volunteers,

Microgenesys burst forth from abscourity t0 become
the first — and so {ar ihe enly — company in (he US
o win approval from 1he Food  amnd Drugs
" Administration to conduct humdn trials of its vaceine f

A group of homosexial volunteers was vaceinated in )
the first week of October, said 'Dr. Anthony Fauci,
director . of 1he  Natioual Instjiute of All-ergy;-_a-nd[
Infections Diseases, = - ] ’

Dr. Fauci said the velunteers have experienced no |
adverse effects. “We cannot make a projection rom
that. however,” he cautioned, ‘

He has declined to  disclose the number  of
volunteers vaccinatgdA or exactly when they received the
injectioms., “We don’t want to build false hopes, ‘and we
don’t want the volunteers harassed.” : #
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From Arthur Quinlan,
in Limerick

A LEADING Canadian scientist
told an audience in Limerick
yesterday that while the issues
might at first seem different, both

alcohol problems and that of
Acquired Immune Deficiency
_Syndrome (AIDS) had a great

1 deal in common.

| Dr Mark Sobell, senior scientist
lat the Addiction Research Foun-
| dation in Toronto, was addressing
‘the Mid-Western Group of the
i Psychological Society of Ireland
at a two-day conference on "New
Perspectives of the Treatment of
Alcoholism.”

Professor Maxwell Taylor, of
the Department of Applied Psy-
chology at UCC, convenor of the
conference, descrided Dr Sobell
as one of the worlds leading
authorities on the subject of alco-
holism. He said he had produced

e —

Meeting told alco

over 100 publications and four
ngor books on the area.

r Sobell said that one major
way that AIDS is transmitted is
through sexual contact. “Both
drinking q'roblcms and the spread
of AIDS have in common the fact
that the problem occurs b
of a behaviour that many find to
be highly rewarding. With sex
there s little gquestion that the
rewards are biologicalig pro-
grammed, as they might be with
alcohol.”

He added: “drinking and sex,
at least in the sense of sex outside
of wedlock, are also both behav-
iours that society can do without,
but they are both behaviours that
many people do not do without,
even though they involve serious
risks. They even go great len ths
and  take risks to  fulfil their
desires.”

Dr Sobell said that if people did
without these behaviours the
impact of both disorders would be

way

h

radically reduced so the situations
are analogous in many ways, the
main difference being the present
inevitability about tEe course of
AIDS and the fact that its rapid
spread has forced the societal
response to be telescoped into a
vegiy}] short time period.

e speaker said that people
are willing to take a chance even
it it involves a high element of
risk, for they arc engaging in
behaviours that they find reward-
ing. Governments and health
authorities, he said, are finding
ways to communicate to the pub-
lic about making informed,
rational, individually-based deci-
sions about sex.

“T suggest that we can think of
moderation approaches as helpin
the alcoholic in the same way. It
Fcople will stop drinking that is
ine, but if they don't, we have no.
right to disown them when in fact
we might have been able 1o
help.”

olism “like AIDS’:

Dr Sobell said that 20 per cent
of the lr!x:ople were non-users of
drink, 62 per cent had no prob-
lems, 15 per cent had problems |
but are not physically dependent
and only three per cent are in the !
dangerous area of dependability.

Mr Declan Roche, director of
the Rutland Centre, Dublin, said
that it was important to seec .
alcohalism in a distinct class of its
own and very different from
merely being a person with an
alcohol prob%cm. EF\awem).r-five per
cent of the admissions to psychi-
atric hospitals are of such people,
almost 19 per cent of the clients
coming for treatment (o the
Centre ahd attempted suicide be-
cause of the distress they suf-
fered, and 51 per cent came from
families where there was alcohotic
addiction.

An essential prerequisite for |
recovery was - lotal abstention \

from alcohol, he said.
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Hospices in dilemma over Aids cases

By Thomson Prentice,
Science Correspondent

Hospices for the terminally ill
may be forced to turn away
dving Aids patients, Mr
Antony Newton, Minister for
Health, was told at a con-
ference of experts in the field
yesterday,

Hospice care is a key ele-

ment of government plans to
! help suﬂ‘g
" But shortage of places for
patients, and fears and prej-
udices associated with Aids,
will 'pose serious problems, the
conference heard.

crers of the disease.

Dame Cicely Saunders, a

© pioneer of the hospice move-

ment in Britain, told Mr
Newton: “We are worried that
we will have to displace cancer
patients if we take in Aids
sufferers.” .

She said units, such as St
Christopher’s, London, which
she founded, were pledged to
offer places only to cancer
patients. Although about
40,000 dying cancer patients
could be helped each vyear,
140,000 deaths annually were
due to cancer.

Dame Cicely said: *“Our

feeling is that we can take Aids
patients only "if they have a

torm of cancer.”

In a discussion document
submitted to the conference,
Professor Eric Wilkes, joint
chairman of the Help the
Hospices charity, said: “Al-
though only a small number of
hospices are religious
orgaizations, most contain a

number of committed Chris-.

tians on the staff.

“Some of these may have
difficulty in adjusting to the
needs of drug abusers, homo-
sexuals and male prostitutes.

Involvement with  Aids

might affect fund-raising for |

some hospices, he said.

The Government wanted to
encourage hospices to play a
farger tole in Aids care but it

could not dictate to individual

establishiments’ or 1o local
health authorities, he said.

Dr Anthony Pinching, se-
nior lecturer in clinical im-
munology at St Mary's
Hospital, Paddinpgton, west
London and a leading Aids
spectalist, said most people
dying from Aids wanted 1o do
50 at home but some would
want hospice care.
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BRITISH com-
Apany has put
pressure on the

© Medical Research
Council to shift a
research project away
from Imperial Col-
lege in London to the
University of Oxford.
The Wellcome Foun-

project grant out to tender. As a result, the
research team at Imperial will not receive a
grant to investigate the structure of reverse
transcriptase, an enzyme vital to the repll—
cation of the AIDS virus,

According to some scientists that hz_ive

dealings with the research counci, placing .

a project out 1o tender in this way 1s highly

unusual. One source said that Wellcoriie

did not seem to be satisfied with the speed
with which the group at Imperial was work-

ing. Now the team at Oxford wﬂl have to Y.

start the research from scratch. -

Wellcome has taken centre stage on -
* line for appllcatlons was the beginning of
September, and he only had a few days to

AIDS  research  becawse  of . its drug

| zidovudine (formerly known as AZT), The .

comipany-is also sutpp!ymg .quantities_of
r studies such as that .

ai-Tmperial & spokesman for Wellcome .

reverse transciiptase fo

said that the decision to move the work to

Oxford was taken by an expert committee

dation persuaded the
council to place a-

of the research council. Wellcome has
representatives on this commitiee. But,
said the spokesman, “I don’t know how the
voting went”,

Researchers at Wellcome succeeded in
crystallising the enzyme reverse transcrip-
tase last month (New Scientist, 8 October,
p 27), The next step is to determine the
three-dimensional configuration of the
molecule to try to understand how drugs
can block the enzyme,

Wellcome approached Imperial College
earlier this year for help in this matter,
accordmg te David Blow, head of the

- college’s Centre for Biotechnology. The
‘company was interested in Blow's skills in

X.ray crystallography, which can reveal the
three-dimensional stiucture of molecules
in crystal form,

Blow’s group subsequently applied for
and received a small grant from the Medi-
cal Research Council to carry out the work.
Blow said that he received an invitation
from the council at the end of August to
tender for a larger grant, amounting to over
£100 000, to continue the work. The dead-

prepare an application.

In the event, the research councﬂ’s expert _

committee decided to move the work to a
group led by David Stewart of Oxford

. Untversity, Blow says that he has no idea

P

Weﬁcame forces shift in drug project

why the council wants to shift research
funding on this projeci. The council told

him that his proposal “had been judged on |
the basis of the criteria laid down in the '

invitation to tender™.

A spokeswoman for the council said that ]
the project was part of the directed
programme of research into AHDS, which
might explain why the research had been
put out to tender. She said that the council
never comments on grant refusals.

Blow said that the group at Oxford is
larger than his, and has more equipment.
There may be other reasons why the team
at Oxford won the contract, he said, but he
is not aware of them. He said that he could
only speculate that it is Wellcome’s
intention to stimulate competition. A
group of scientists from Harvard is also
irying to determine the three-dimensional }
structure of reverse transcrlptase

Blow intends fo continue his research on
the enzyme. The work, he said, “is so |
important that we are puiting all the effort ||
info it that we can. We are committed to ||
continue and we plan to carry on. All we |
are looking for is the resources,’

Reverse transcriptase is the enzyme that
helps to convert viral genetic material into
DNA. If Wellcome can discover the
detailed structure of the molecule, then the
company is in a better position to design a
drug that can destroy it. 0
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OCTORS in several countries have
-4 started trials with fusidic acid, an anfi-
| biotic normally used to treat bacterial
infections, after the drug produced a
| dramatic improvement in the condition of
a man with AIDS, The man had advanced
tuberculosis and had lost a great deal of
weight. '

Copenhagen, says that he tried fusidic acid
almost as a last resort. When the patient
| recovered, Faber asked rescarchers at the
Clinical Research Centre in Harrow to
investigate the drug’s antiviral activity.
Faber began a trial of fusidic acid 1n 12
© patients with AIDS two months ago. He
" now has 20 patients on the drug and the
- number is rising all the ‘time. Another trial
; of fusidic acid in people with AIDS or
-severe disease related to HIV infection
| began last week at St Stephen’s Hospital in

Vigo Faber, of the University Hospital in '

-AIDS patients. There

London. Angus Dalgleish, of the Clinical
Research Cenire, savs that doctors in the
1S and Canada have also begun tests.
Preliminary research by Dalgleish and
his colfeagues found that fusidic acid some-
how inhibits the replication of HIV. They
are now trying 1o discover how the drug

_ acts against the virus. :

Faber cautioned that the first case is “just
one cxample”. He added: “We must do

‘many more experiments, but we betieve
" that fusidic acid can be a good aliernative

to [zidovudine] since it causes fewer side
eftects.” :

Dalgleish agrees. He said: “There is a
desperate need for something to treat
people who can’t take [zidovudine] any
more, Fusidic acid has fared better than
any of the other drugs screened for use in
are good ethical

*» DR

‘reasons 1o give it

.+ Faber, Dalgleish and their colleagues
relate in The Lancet how a 38-year-old man

with AIDS had lost 16 kilograms in six
weeks despite conventional medication

“ (vol ii, p 827). Because the patient was -
-infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis ¢
“and because fusidic acid is known to act

- both against this bacterium and syner-

gistically with other drugs prescribed to this

patient, Faber added fusidic acid to the list

of prescribed drugs. . .
- Two weeks laler, the man recovered

“from his fever, put on weight and was able
- to return to work. Two months later, his -
" weight had increased by 10 kilograms. - -

“Dalgleish and his co-workers investigated
whether fusidic acid had any direct effect
against FIIV using a technique called an
infectivity assay, HIV mainly attacks T-

‘Clinical trials begin for promising antibiotic

helper lymphocytes. a type of white blood

cell. If the virus is added to a culture of

these celis, it normally makes them ciump
together. The reason is that viral
proteins-—whether on free virus or on the
surface of infected cells—bind to the CD4
receptors on the T cells.

The researchers found, however, that if
the uninfected cells had previously been
exposed to fusidic acid, they did not fuse
together when HIV-infected cells were
added, even after three to four weeks.
Another good indicator of viral activity is
the presence of the viral enzyme reverse
transcriptase. The virus uses this enzyme to
replicate itself. But there was no sign of
reverse transcriptase either, suggesting that
there were no infectious particles left after
treatment with fusidic acid. w

A recognised mode of action for dfugs

effective against AIDS is interference with

reverse transcriptase. When the researchers

mixed fusidic acid with HIV, however, they |
saw no change in the activily of reverse .

transcriptase. ‘

 Fusidic acid is known to disrupt protein
synthesis in bacterial cells by inhibiting the .
“normal association between transfer RNA
- and ribosomes, an important part of the
“process of protein synthesis, . Whether a

similar effect occurs during the synthesis of

~viral proteins is not known. Another possi-
bility is that the drug may inhibit viral

enzymes that split the large precursor

_proteins manufactured by the virus into
" smaller functional units. "¢ o0
Dalgleish says that it will take at least

threc months fo come to any meaningful
conclusions about the efficacy of fusidic
acid in the treatment of AIDS, “°.-" 'O

HOLINOW ST |
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'Own condom hope
for women

WOMEN in Britain could soon have the oppor-
tunity to wear their own condoms instead of
relying on men to use the sheath.

A revolutionary protective is now undergoing
trials there, and family planning experts say that,
if; it works, women will have their first birth
control method to use themselves to guard against
AIDS, :

Leading fertility expert Mr. John Guillebaud,
medical director of the Margaret Pyke Centre in
London, said today a small trial involving 25
women would find out whether they and their
partners would find the condom acceptalle.
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| CLERGY IN ‘CLEAN-UP' PLEA TO BISHOP |

‘Stop the sale of
church, says vicar

ie attacks Runcis over moral iendorshi

By STEPHEN DOUGHTY, Home Affairs Correspondent

A CHURCH that sells explicit homosexual
literature is at the centre of the Church of
England row over gay clergymen.

Clerics campalgning to outlaw homosexuality among
churchmen appealed .to the Bishop of Londen, Dr ¢, WY Ecart.to-heart for
Graham Leongrd, tb-$top the sale of books there by ORI the Ruyat Family Bk
the Lesbian and Gigy Christlan Movement, From Monday’s Meil

They describe materinl .
on sale al St Botoliph's, F——r Forem
Aldgate, in the Cily of" .
London as 'filth.t ‘

They  ho for speed ;
action tmn?e Dr Leonarcﬁ |
Mrs Thatcher's tavourite %

|

churchman and a declared
supporter of stzlq*:r moral
standards In the Church
of England, .

Amc-ng booka gn sale in
, the 18th century church,
| used ns headquirters by
. the LGCM, ia one called
| *The Joy Of Gay Hax.' |
! The Rev Tony Higton, |
the BEssex vicar leadm%;
. moves to persuads next i

sald: ere are over 40 ji
expliclt drawings of & wide 4

varlety of hom ual acts ‘1
{and “nine full ¢olour \
1 pletures,

Academic |

“The text 15 Nttered with 1
four-letter words and other
Indecent. tanguags.’ .

Other mpterlal.on suls ad f! B
the church includes a leaf-
let. on 'SBexunl Bxperience
between Men and  Boys',
and a guide tp London
listing homosexual pubs, ]
and clubs. ; j

Mr Hlgton's attack. folv i
lows a condemnation of
lnck of marnl guidance of ‘
Church leaders made b;
Mrs Thatcher earller ihis,
i week,

The Lesbian anhd Oay
Christtan Movement,
which will oppose the
Higton motlon at the
Synod, eccused of
sélecting material out of
context,

‘We only have two or
three works which ate
sexually explieit,” the
meverment's general see- |

about the Chriatlan ap-
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Trials of
female
condom

launched

By Cherrill Hicks

A CONDOM for women has
been developed in Britain and is
expected to be available by next .
spring.

The new device is expected to
prove as cffective as the male
sheath in preventing pregnancy
and the spread of sexually trans-
mitted diseases, including Aids, a
symposium at the Royal College

of Obstetricians and
Gynaceologists in London heard
yesterday.

The device could compete with
the male sheath in popularity,
John Guiltebaud, medical dirce-
tor of the Margarct Pyke family
planning centre in London, said,
A small-scale study in Denmark
has shown that men prefer it to
the sheath because it interferes
less with intercourse, he said.
Women had found it as accept-
able as the male sheath, Some
said they had better orgasms us-
ing it, perhaps because of the ex-
tra stimulation it provided.

“It feels to men like making
love in the normal way,” he said,
“The trouble with the condom is
that it often gets left on the bed-
side table.”

‘The new sheath for women is
basically a soft, transparent pouch
made of a thin plastic, and is
mecant to be used with vaginal lu-
Yricant. .

[t has a loose rubber ring at one
end which is inserted into the va-
gina in much the same way as a di-
aphragm and which hoids the
pouch in place, Al the other end
is another soft rubber ring which
fits externally, and which “niight
prove a bit ol a problem in
forcplay”, according to Mr
Guillebaud.

The device is undergoing trials
at the Margaret Pyke centre,
which is looking for 225 volun-
teers to take part.




Evening Herald

315 October 1987

Aldst%‘% B

‘A COURT has orvdered
rock star David Bowic to
have anm  Alds test in
Dallag  eaxly mext month
- at the request of a 30-
year-old woman who has
aceused him  of raping
her, police said yesterday.

The woman allegedly
claimed that Bowie had

told her he had given hex

Aids immediately afier the
alleged rape. She has since
tested negative for
exposure {o the virns but
doctors have advised @ her
it mighe take seyeral
wonths to show up.”
_Dallas police spolces-
woman: said a  Texns
district court judge agreed
to dssme the Alds-fest
order at - the request of
* lawyers for the woman,
whose name was withheld,
The wonian has claimed
40.year-nld Bowic raped

L - —

SR EEDAVID BOWIE

Alds test.

her in -his hotel room en
October 10 after sm all-
night party during - ‘the
Dallas portion of hig world
concert tout. o
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A COMNTROVERSIAL painting showing the Princess of Wales clutching the :
“hond of an AIDS victim s to be unveiled in London tomorrow. The work, ;
. Votive Offering, hos been dasqribed as “appalling’’ by one art critic.

The .pfincess was asked to
endorse the painting, by Cana-

dian-born artist Andre Durand,

“but she replied that she had
not -seen it, said Lord Knnals,

chairman of the Votive Offer--

ing Committee. :

~ The work, shown at a press
preview yesterday, will tour
Britain's cathedrals and the
United States before being
hung at the Middlesex Hospi-
1al, where the princess met
AIDS patients.

“I'm sure she®will come to
see it. And I bet she'll love it
too,” said the artist. The six-
foot by 12-foot 0il painting
depicts the princess as a royal
healer, stooping to touch the

hand of Mrs. Sunnye Sher-.

man, an American legal secre-
tary who died last year.

NEVER MET

The two women bhever met
Jand Mrs. Sherman never
visited London, ' where the
work is set.

The princess, in -a plain

purple dress, leans on_the arm i
of &t. George, St. Catherine .

stands nearby and a naked,
blaclke St. Sebastian sits at her
feet.’ :

The saints have shafts of
light coming from their heads.
AIDS - patients, doctors and
nurses surround the two
weomen, .

Historian and - art expert,
Mr. Brian Sewell, said yester-
day: “Basically the real prab-
lem is that of not being able

.to ‘draw. There is only one

word for it — appalling.”

SYMBOLIC

The artist says the prin-
cess’s role in- the picture is
symbolie and idealised. “The
ancient belief that the royal
touch could cure the ‘sick is
the heéart of the compaosition.”

Labour. MP, Mr. Ken Living-
stone, said at the .preview:
“What is really great about
the picture is that it puts it
in .an historical context. It has
-as medieval guality.”
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® Pant of the controversial painting showing
Princess Diana touching a woman dying of AIDS.

i- Di In storm
over AIDS
~ painting

‘ A CONTROVERSIAL painting showing the Princess
i of Wales clutching the band of an AIDS victim is to

| be unveiled in Xondon this weckend.
The work, Votive Oifering, shown at s press

preview  yesterday, has already been described as
“appalling” by one art critic. '

The Princess was asked to endorse the.painting,
by Canadian-born artist Andre Durand, but she replied
that she had not seen it, said Lord Ennals, chairman
of the Votive Offering Commttee. i

The work will be unveiled tomorrost -and will
tour Britain’s cathedrals and the United Siates before
it is fnally hung at the Middlesex Hospital, where
the Princess met AIDS patients.

The six-foot by l2<oot painting depicts ihe

i Princess as a Royal healer, stooping to touch the hand

of Mrs. Sunntye Sherman, an American legal secretaty
who died last year. *

The two women never met and Mrs, Sherman
never visited London, where the work is set. The
Princess, in a plain purple dress, leans en the arm of
5t. George. St. Catherlne stands nearby and a naked,
black St. Sebastian sits at her feet. The saints have
shafts of light coming from their heads. AIDS patients,
doctors and nurses surround the two women.
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Rock star David Bowie to
undergo AIDS test

A COURT in  Dallas, Texas, has at fthe request of lawyers for the
ordered rock star David Bowle to have “’O‘gﬁﬂ! h‘:s ““gl:ig:“’ihﬂ% yi;?;: ucifi %‘21315'
] L] - - wie
an AIDS test e%rly next month at the raped her in his hotel room on October
request of & 30-year-old wontan who 10 after an all-night party during the
has accused him of raping her, - police Dallas portion of his " world coucert
sald yesterday, : tour. .
The woman allegedly claimed that After investigating, police saig they
Bowie had -told her he had given her could not find enough ,evide:uce to justify
AIDS lmmediatelyr after the -alleged, - charges and referred the case to a
rape, She has since tested ‘megutive tor grand jury, which will decide H the
exposure. to the virus but doctors have . case should proceed. It is due to hear
advised her it" might - take several evidence on November 11.
months to show up, . Bowie, who has admitted to
A Dailas police spokeswoman sald spending the evening with the woman,
a Texas district court judge agreed on has called her charges false and out.

Thursday to issuethe AIDS-test order rageous.




Irish Times
315 October 1987

I (AFP)
Bowie AIDS test

A COURT has ordered the rock
star; David Bowie, .to have an
AIDS test in Dallas, Texas, early
next menth at the request of a
30-year-old. woman who has
accused him of raping her, police
said., ) *

The woman allegédly claimed
that Bowie had told her he had
given her AIDS immediatiey after
the alleged rape. She has since
tested negative for exposure to the
. virus, but doctors have advised her
it might take severa! months to
show up.

A Dallas police spokeswoman
sald a Texas district court judge
agreed on Thursday to issue the
AIDS-test order at the request of
lawyers for the woman, whose
name was withheld. — (Reuter)
- r 1 - 4 . a*
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TEACHING ON SEX

Sir, -— Many Catholics are

. disorientated by the new open-:

mindedness about sex which
seems .to be spreading with
alarming facility through the
Church. Hencg the endless
bickering about the suspicious
contents .of almost any discourse
touching on the - issue: school

texts on “life skills”, tapes about .
AIDS,  textbooks in moral the-’
ology, and even episcopal-

teaching,

It is not that the conservatives
are paranoid. There really does
seem to be radicat shift taking
Elace,- with- collusion from the
ighest levels.

What is this Apostasy? A sell-

out of Gospel strictness just when,

the rest of the world most needs
"it?. Or is it just a lightening of the
long Augustinian spell, the
Manichacan * tinge, which has
shaped the ethics of the West and
which .is now yielding ineluctably
to new cultural co-ordinates?

If s0, we are in a transition,
which carries dangers of folly and

irresponsibility, "but should even-.

tually lead to a more humane and
well-grounded ethics. However,
so much of Christian, and
especially Roman Catholic, ideri-
tity has been shared by
Augustine’s teaching of a particu-
farly intimate link between sexual
desire and “original sin” that a
change in this matter sends shock

waves- through the whole celi- |

bacy, marriage, confession,
Mariology, Christology, and so
on '

It seems that disorientation is
something we’ll just have to work
through together, in dialogie and
mutual charity. -— Yours, etc..

Rev) JOSEPH O’LEARY,
4-5-12 Sugamo,
170 Tokyo,
Japan.




