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Motes are every bir as sansifive and reliable as ather condoms,

They're just o affective of itslping 1o provant the fransmission
of cervical cancer, venareal disaases and evan AJDS,

Yet they cost less thon ather candoms.

Whot makes tienr twice as sensitive though, Is the fact that
profits from Maes Heatlhcore Ud. go to felp tho light agalast AIDS,

AIDS s noither a oy plogue, nor samathing thal’s gaing to
o away if wa ignare it

' Abrica, i¥'s estimatad that thore are 10,000,000 corriers -
men, women aind <hildren,

In New York, the discose is abeady the higgest singie dllr
of woman betwosn the oges of 25-35. And fn this counry, it's
estimatad thal g o 100,000 people wil be infacted by 1991.

Mates Healthcore Utd. was ot vp with tho dva! aims of
making condoms moro widely oveiloble oad neeepiable, and of
tuising wranoy lo provide practicol assisiancs, educotion and
information about AIDS.

To make condoms mare widaly used, we're ihoducing o
fonge. tnduding Coloured Motes, Natyral Mates and Ribbed Hates,
afl of which corry the 85/ Kite-mark,

Aad, thanks to many forward-thinking refedlers, Mates aro far
mare widsly ovallable. Motes Haclthora Lid, wil be wsing its profits
lo help educate paople oboul “Saler Sex’ tachniques. Providing
aducational vidsos, informative (iterature and practical ndvice,

We diso plan 1o give moroy to counselling sorvices opd
hospices for those dying of the disoase,

In shart, wo want to provida os much monoy as we can
where it will be the most use,

Theso days, it makes sensa to use o condom. And wo -
think i makes mare sensa 1o usa Matos.

MATES, YOU' MAKE LOYE, THEY MAKE SENSE,
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SPECTRUM

To tolerate or to deplore?

Today the
General Synod
debates its
attitudes to
homosexuality,
Sally Brompton
talks to two
ministers in
neighbouring
parishes who
hold radically
conflicting views

Whtle Britain's Anglican
awaits he quicome
ufmm G:nml Swwd‘s

Iamunt: -
ang evr?l“ he

Loosely dwid.od inle those gave
emed hy u'lnmnnll unmcmtivu
beliefs
mlacmiy oW nmf lﬂ‘uh
teagiiges of thg oien g Lilu\l!

ihan Dl e mbatald 10 LU
_unmnm nml Imm the benign 1o
the smpdy bal

They ar: men ilkc Father Neil
Richardson and (e Rev Joha
Weks, paiish pricsts bound fo-
gether by @ sincere vocation and
desire to spread he gospel, ye1
sepaszied by moral convich 38
dwme that they might almay
belong le separaie culls,

The faet that Richardzon and

ecks graduscd from the same
theolagical vollege in Sahsbury
and minisler - the joic & west
Lasdon boraugh merel! S 10
emphasize the ml'uun divi:Enm
in the mcdern

wllile thele J)lnil!h o just &
few minvtes criva apart in tho
mulli-class wd muul-r.ulluralmb
wib af Ealing, Richardson
Wegks represent sifhor lidenl‘lhe
mari dilenuna regarding hoeto-
sexudlity and Emmiscully being
debated by 1he

Neither man fits inio 1hy irar
dltlons) prowar mould g
moneyed  upper-ciass Oxlmdse-
cducaled clergyman, sustainer of
Ihe “gendleman’s church” shieh
the Church of England was oaca
il le '}bg‘ ruclmdsun, med 4l
o

n
rmmﬂ with a mlld tmdiﬂun ul’
hristian socialism, 2lis fallier
was 5 tailor’s cuiter, “ait ord
warking man”, and Richardn

went frem secandary rlmdu'n !

tecimical wh:an where. he "mal-
sged 16 gather logether oo 0
and A lovels (o train 238

leaching j:n!hsh and mla.,mus

educaiian for-iwo years

going 1o thealogical ccl]ese; l|e
was ordeined 2 pricst at the age of
29, seeving fist In Oldiain,
Manchester, hclhm becoming ra¢-
tor of the Catholic-style Chusch of
e Holy C

year
of Bulmas wm\lsl counclh — *'L
sce heing & ncillor as an
exprersion of arpeet of min-
istertng asa Chml{nn - suvpan-

ing ifs oonl.ruvcrsill proposal lo

ach ga 15 schools and

auﬂn.;n itional furore whon
ves

1 he
<church blessings ta g2y and Izshian
cougles, lie describés hinuelf a8

ty

become

Paritime physicabe
-time

mﬂ t\my.

b
ll lnd [] dauahler afsix,
Weeks, aspd 59 who  was
) onalist,
Pml‘-ﬂn:%ra l‘nmm gu;:c“:nnd
aommercial trayalier] fn
i '5 in eeanom;g:nnd pulu[ul

scicuce at Trinity Callege, Dublin,
and worked 23 eiport manager for
4 chemtical Brm i Leeds, 11 was
only when he mamisd his wife,
Veronics, the daughter af en
Anglican parsen, Lhat he was
conflirmed into the Church of
England.

Ve declded to ke the
cloth himself alier realiz-
Ing that “'the commercinl
world sas not my scene”,
He was ardaincd & pricst
rthfn he wts 36, scmng
ishes indudlngS{ Mary's, Hanwel

{average congregativn; ISO)

whore he hzy been rectar si
los-s His wife wms part-time as
an occupslional |h:npill.md lbey
havc two daughter aged 28

Whilu Richardsan sccepis amd
supperls homosexual relation-
ships among, 1he clensy — ely
iecl the anly way to be trua to thelr
Tature is 1o :aprcss thelr [ove
fowards another person of

san'’ - it [§ am mititudg which

4

.dumdyl Weeks,

‘Homosexuals
have got as
much right to
sexual
expression as
everybody
else; we
should look
~ for the good

init and
encoul‘a
“fidelit
Weil Alckardson “ﬂ.’ Recitt o

1he Holy Cross

“Even 3o, I find that 1
symipathy for a pei T
umnhymemlin o that be is
homosexual L by endency
bm in praciice. n| I da h:lnwe

tbrarwh e inst,

wan A m|l\\-mdh|,
PRICHSUE iHmseadls willl more
than one pariner should nol be
priesgy,”

Aubough the wa men meel
segularly a1 deancry synods end
clergy chapier meotings, they have
never discussed their gersonal
vizwy, althaugh Weeks recails ong
meeling of the local Ingll schual
board, of wi Il“ich thay are hath

0 en

We're just norm
Eriepally but not friends,”
N 5ays, “W:m c:rmniy mt
basom pals," Wecks sgiees. Even
s, when bo and bis wife fir
moved lo aowel they were
invited ta Tunch wt the Richard-
sons and Richardson has een

churclz rivizic. Witen they do mesi,
hosvever; they are more concerned
lbuul cump-nng notes an funeral
w00l repamers (Ilun
lh:ir Indlvldull philosal
Richardson (‘T muc
moderate’™) piaintaing lhal
*homasexuals bave got as much
Hght 1o sexual expression and
« mmm a5 et
ll|=

cle,1
sood In it una encaurage fideli
slrength of mmm
W ks [ oo mysell‘u l\bm
traditionalist”) url not
ocnaln hnw fnu:ﬁx a mhllans!up
rA wo miales. [have s
nasty Rxl#nl |hll il i far more
dilicult for homasexuals fo b
falthful within a rnuum\ship thar
itis for heterasexuats.”

Hie 1k in the chinizy living:
room of his 1520s reclory, a ol
blufl, weuncalar Ggure with an
endurms guiaw.  Rickardson
doscribes him as & “very stable,
sicady, eaperiereed clergyman

0 hias m ol o offer younger
a fisure dean and

cle ly
clea ya ml!ln lu be mpcmd and

wimired’ riowled
ever. that thers u "m(ﬂg ofa
generation gap™ belween them.

F

s part, Woeeks scea

s5on ‘a¢ “an  amieble,
al late clergyman wha doesn't
lose his wol Ava pe n, [ quile
e N = woula
alwa) |n \mdtlsund his
pelulofwimemlhw;h eu\l

hcl.hwn! In such bihlhl
fundnmnuha‘lheh

“ hi ﬂdlmnmwun unk'

thie mucky aread that we
e nmulvd s, life is uunnuly
Immensely creative”, Richa
is harder 0 pin dawn on his

i biblical beliefs. “Soma,

¥
lays | might believe in Lhe vir n
bir’l’hamﬁmad&mlmm 54

vrlnllnhnpnl.inlnlba

‘The practice
of sexual
intercourse
between men
Ifind
abhorrent.
It appals me.
Itis
conirary to
the creative
order of
things®
e et
[
Weela does nof approve of what
"!‘pn\i‘iinl gnsp:l",%’wuenhﬂy

when it camits (o ¢ncoLmgs
Tighs in mmla Fur lchn:ivan

hawever, il

o i, 1 ik qmunnor
souuality should be Ixeated hon-
csily, :ympnlluellcnlly :nd m
sitlvely in’ schools,

shnul Leach ehildren ‘Iul ;hm

are homo-

ot nd Rt 8 13 or e
proper and natural astiet for their
rgyand-shet they hav

j seapal cnerer:

The Bible s aboul selfunder-
wanding. | often think we don't do
aurselves any Fvours by hiding
the truth “about  life  from
aurselves,”

Stacky amd bearted)
: awls in an-2rmcl

e living-room of
r-mhlinl reciory, while
hix wife pours coifee fnto
arge red mugs. She sia)
ta listen to her bushand's

nl;n!.wmth‘ for the mast part,

3l

Richardson & wledges that
his political 4 wum GELSE: GON-
cemm among  his ri:hlnnm.
while xome of his mucil cals
Jengucs are uncasy sbout tha ﬁm
mlhclnehmhmn “There
times nr uncommioniable &elll‘lf.

“Thraw
ad *Take his collar o™,

Weeks'd view is Lhat séx Should
by confined 10 helcroseauak mor-
ricd cauples. He refuses fo morry
dlmmes Al

speclal service of blessing lo
I'omvw the cisil eeremony, He

rds it 5 the clergy’s dud
iake a mom Icad. "1 don il Ink
we should be pul on pedesals but
peaple have very high expecia-
iians of vs and [ gel very hurt sl
|§me= when “'ﬂhr,,. pereqnluns of
clergy zaedi whal
intl :nhlnngd

"1 think my rote i peally 1o be

the opposile "of whai the wnrhl
pursucs in many ways, [ thick w
are coacerned with the quality or
Mmt‘mshnm withén 1he pasioral

Richandson, however, Belioves
lnal "HwChulcg is '; achieciion nF
the and (he 30ciely o

hﬁifﬁ pm I am l'lu!ll’;ted
ogt. by he lecling thal | am
de-linx with volunm \’cm're

&5 problems anyway or a5 a
coupcillor whn is mmdyw
that particular problem.
times they h:we d\rl'cullx Lalklng
‘me. because they

ta
who lhey e mlklns io.! on

hnwe 1o deal with changt n l
awch skawer rato than you want 1o
deal with it because yau 've gol 1o
teke your copgregation You.

The 81 parl is uyinl 10 win,
m 1he volusleers 1o your way of

© Timesd Howigopies Lid 1987
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pr years the General

Synod of the Church of

England has managed

to sit on the fence over
sexual morality in general and
homosexvality in  particular,
Hewever, [ find T have greatly
increased my personal popular-
ity by pulting up a’ private
. member's moticn on the subject
which requires a decision, Nor-
mally. debates on these motions
are tucked into odd corners of
the Synod’s timetable. But at its
first stage this one gained a

which sent shock waves through
the Establishinent, Hence it is a
main_debate,” with up to two
hours allotted for it. .

. The motion says fornicition,
adultery and homosexual prac-
it tice are sinful in all circum-

il stances and that Christian {eack
ers are to be exemplary in. sex-
] ual morality a¢-a condition of

being appointed to or remain-
ing in oﬂice. Tt also calls on 1he
Church to'show compassion lo
those who have fallen into-these
sins, offering forgiveness to the.
penitent ard healing.

With the massive media In-
terost, it really isn't on to avoid
making a decislon this timo, It
would be seen as a spectacular
failure by the Church, I have [t
via the grapevine that some of
{ the hierarchy think that cither a
Yes or a No vote would be a di-
saster, [can’t really soc the bish-
ops requiring a division by
houses ?ie biskops, clergy and
laity voting separately) o de-
{eal the motion when the TV

would autamaticall
tecord gach bistop's vote. We
" would know who' voted against

large " number- of signatures .

Time for the C

Tony Higtan on why the Synod should today denounce homosexuality

sexual fmmorality and who
didn't. Why did ['do it? Tt gor-
fainly wasn't just te rock tho
boat, Rathor, after a great deal
of prayer, thought.and-consulta-
Hon [ felt there were serious
Teasons t9 go dhoad,

Flest, the Church is here to
setve God yet it all too often
plays fast and locse with the Bj-
ble {which Church law-officially
describes g3 the werd of God),
Onfy the biblicaily and. histar-
cally Hlitorate could think my
Tmotiow {3 something tew, The
Bible. .<learly ¢ondemns the
practices, For example, In Ro-
mans 127 we are told: “Men
abandotied natural
with. women and were inflamed
with lust for one another, Men
committed indecent. acts with
other men, and received in
themselves the duc penalty for
their perversion.” And the to-
dition of the universal Church
for 2,000 years has agreed with
this. T am simply asking Synod
to reaffirm it.

Today, howsver, some Chris-
tians arrogantly reject this tradi-
tlen, and the likes of the Les-
bian and Gay Christian Move-
ment interpret Scrlpture with
arguments that could prove that
black is white, The telerarce of,
for example, homosexual prac-
tice undermines the central
message of the Christian faith,

It is fundamental to that .mes-
sage that st is gl ctHerwlae o

the crass of Chyist 18 reduced to

si'voedevel of a sad martyedom.

The messago of Tesus was "'ro-

relations.

poutt for the kingdom of Heaven
Is near". Our message some-
times seems to be thal sin does
not really matter, and if it does
God forgives everybody anyway,
Irrespective of whether they re-
pent. This is a cheap replica of
the real message, that Christ’s
fotpivenoss s freely available fo
those whe repent — however
serious their sln,

One fundamental sin is to act
in a way which {8 contenty to
God’s ereated order, Homosox-
ual practlee is a ¢zse in poiat,
Ged created mankind male and
fenale. The two soxes are com-

lementary, and true sexual ful-

“fiiment can only come in hot

evosexual marrisge. Homosex-
unl acts are a sad parody of this,

And they are. profoundly. un- .

healthy — doing damage to the
body and readily introducing
diseases into {t. The Anerican
Public Health Association dis-
covered that 78 per cent of ho-
mosexuals had had at least one
sexually transmitied disease, In
addition to this, man psychia-
trists report that guilt s a big
problem for homosexuals,

All this points to tho fact that
homosexual practice is contrary
te the created order, But re-cre-
ation: is central to the Church’s
message. Coming to faith in
Christ means a new start: & new
creation by the supernatural in-

.towentlun of God. Compare

igwithh the pathetic detezmin-
ism gurrent.in the Chirch,
which says homasexuels wers
born that way and must remain

uum for some

like it. They have these tenden-
cies and 30 have ne choice but
to-fulfil them,

This flies in the frce of the ev-
idence, Various psychological
techniques claim some success
in changing the. orisntation of
dissa:is‘f%ed hemosexuals, Also,
religious conversion has meant
transformation for many (as to-
poried, for example, in the ovi-
denee from. the British Medical
Associstion to the Wolfendon
Committes in 1955).

Saccndly, the Church is here
1o setve the nation, and we are:
failing badly — only % per cent
of the pogmuation attend ths
Chuirch of Bngland on an aver-
age Sunday,

Morality s central to the wal-

fare_of a, nation, and Alds un. .

derlings the distiicbing conse-
quenccs of immerality, The
credibility of the Church has not
bean enlianced by our inordi.
nzle delay in saying anything as
a Synod about AicFa. etitisa
pandemic which is spread by
promiscuily,

The natfon has begun to find
that materiallsm is dissatisfying,
that sexual licence is disastrous.
Thero is & spiritual umger, but
the Church of Bngland cftan
doesn'l seem: attractive fare,
The occult and the cults, with all
their dangors, sadly flll the vac-
zople.

On ‘the other hand, local
churches which are stressing the
teaching of the Scriptures re-
garding doctrine and morals, as
well as tapping into the supe:

natural power of Jesus Christ,
are growing. They are sesing
lives  transformed, individuals
healed. They function as caring

hurch of England
to re-affirm biblical morality

familics with every member .

playing his.orher full part inthe

Church, Their worship is joyful
and they are conveying the mes-

sage of God’s love to their local

community,  spend much more
of my time encouraging my own
and othsr churches in thesc
matters than [ do on synodical
business. However, iny motion
will not get an casy ride, I can
anlicipate some of the argu-
ments. against it First, that bo-
mosexvalsare nice peaple — el-
derly canons and  caring
“couples”. Bul since when was
being niccly perverted better
than simpl{ being perverted?
Then Ul be accused of want-
ing a witch-hunt, This is ridicu-
lous, 1 don’t want peoptle to be
2spied. on. and “cayght out”,
There 15 no need, anyway, The
problems all tog often come to
light without being hunted,
And, of course, [ will be la-
belled a “fundamentalist” — a
teal debale-stopper if ever
there was cnel If it means a
“flat-carther”, 1 reject the title.
1f it Lmplies a call to reaffirm,
inteltigently, basie biblical prin-
ciples, [ accept it
Last of all, the Synod will be
tempted by that pecaliarly Ans
glican doctrine that if we are
“nige” 1o people and do not

challenge them, they will flock -

1 church, That is not oaly the
opposite of Christ’s methods,
It's got 1o be one of the most Js-
proved theorics of all l}r;\fc

Tony. Hi)
kit e
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Plea to retailers on AIDS fight

F7 //d/n

BY RAYMOND SNODDY.

MS ANITA RODDICK, manag-

Jing director of the Body Shop,
| yesterday attacked some of her
| fellow retailers for failing to
“support the Virgin Healtheare
Foundation, which plans to
market inexpensive condoms
and education for young people
in the hattle-against AIDS,

Ms Roddick, a trustee of the
foundation set up by Mr Rich-
ard Branson, chairman of the
Virgin Group, said yesterday it

I had not been easy to persuade * 1

some retatlers in areas such as
fashion to stock Mates, the foun-
dation’'s new condom.

.. Too many retailers, she said,
haad judged "profit lines and im-

- age more important than soclal

responsibility.” Marks
Spencer, for example, had said
that sale of condoms was "not
within their customer profile.”

WH, Smith;

and ¢

Ms Roddick sald the alm of
the campaign was to make con-
«doms, particularly for the young

-people most at risk from AIDS,

a completely unremarkable

-purchase,

Only three organlsations had

‘agreed to sell Mates condoms,

priced on average at 15p com-
pared with the current average
price of 20p, without profit -
gl;dlcare, Virgin and the Body
Shop.

A wide range of outlets, in-
uding’ more than
branches -of Boots, Superdrug,
Safeway and pubs,
elubs, hotels and garages had
agreed to stock Mates on a com-
mercial basis. . e
:'The ajm is to sell T0m con-
oms, manufactured by Ansell
of the U8, in the first year of the

‘campaign. An estimated 120m-
130m were sold last year in the

1,000 .

UK and of that 96 per cent of the i

market is held by London Inter-
national,

Mr John Jackson, ehief execu-
tive of Mates Healtheare, the
irading company sel up by the
foundation, believes Mates con-
domas will raise £6m in profit for
its educational programme in
the first year.

A £lm advertising eampaign |
on television and the press will |

try to reduce the embarvass-
ment in buying eondoms. Al-

though UK condom sales have |
risen by 20 per cent in the UK |
this year, that compares with a |
rige of 80 per cent in West Ger- |

many and 300 per cent in Japan.
Yet the British Medical Assoei-
ation estimates that by 1891
more than 100,000 peaple in

Britain may be infected by HIV, °

the AIDS virus, and 10,000 will
have died.
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Phone
service

on AIDS
today

B A

A NEW telephone service giving
information on AIDS hegins opera-
fion in Dublin today. 5
Helpline will provide callers with |
information en how to avoid the
virus, and will refer people in need
of treatment for drug addiction or
other problems to the relevant
specialist services.

The service has been set up by
“AIDS Action Alliance’, an inde-
pendent group set up to provide
fnformation and educatien about :
the disease. Among the organlsa-
tions affiliated to this group are
the Jrish Association of Social’
Workers, the Union of Students in
Ireland, the Well Woman Cendre,
Gay Health Action and trade
unions. |

The phone service will be staffed
by 12 volunteers who have previ-
ously worked on telephone infor-
mation services., It will operate
initially on Sundays from 3 to 6
p.mt., and on Mondays from 7 to
10 p.m. A spokeswoman for AIDE |
Actlon Alliance said yesterday fhat !
it would be the only “independent, |
non-directive, non-judgmental and |
unbiased’’ information service |
available. The telephone number is ;
307888, |

ok

——y
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 CONFIDENTIAL AIDS

When  doctors become patients they are
entitled to patients’ rights to confidentiality of
condition and treatment. But a doctor’s over-
riding duty is to his own patients. So what of
doctors who have Aids? ‘Is his right to
confidentiality as a patient paramount? Or do
his patients have a right to krnow of his
condition. As the law stands, their patients
have no right to know. - R
“That has been established by a High Court
judgment imposing a permanent injunction,
with a fine, forbidding the publication of a
News of the World report of two doctors with
Aids continuing to treat patients. The case was.
brought against the newspaper by a regional
health authority ‘on the grounds that the -
information had been obtained by a breach of

confidential records by a hospital employee. -

Mr Justice Rose’s judgment was that public
interest in the information, and the freedom of
the press were “substantially outweighed” by
confidentiality and loyalty generally and “with
particular reference to Aids patients’ hospital
records”,

Whatever the claims of confidentiality, it is

doubtful whether the judge would have -
reached the same conclusion had he been -

convinced of a serious risk of the doctors
passing on the illness to patients. The case
seemed to turn on the majority medical
opinion that the risk was not big — although a
haematologist said in evidence that there wasa
serious risk to some patients from Aids
carriers. oo

Sir Donald Acheson, the Government’s
chief medical officer, summarized the prevail-
ing medical view when he said the risk was
“slightly more than negligible™. “Negligible™
means some risk but one so slight as to be dis-
regarded. “Slightly more than negligible” can
fairly be taken to mean a very small risk which
cannot be disregarded entirely. If so, is it a risk
that patients would willingly take if they were
aware of it?

Sir Donald conceded there was some risk by
agreeing with the British Medical Association -
that major operations should not be performed
by Aids-infected surgeons because the disease
is blood-borne, or passed on by other body flu-
ids, and not “air-borne” as most infectious
conditions are,

_ The disease which perhaps -com;jares most

_closely with Aids, in the sense that it too is

blood-borne, is hepatitis B. Here the official
uidance, issued in 1981, is that NHS staff

ound to be carriers should not be barred from ,

work, but should have expert advice about how |
‘o avoid passing it on by using gloves and vari-

ous other hygienic procedures,

The ultimate protection . is the  docior’s
ethical obligation not to expose the patient to
harm. Only if it is found that a surgeon has

passed an infection on during his work is it

recommended that he should stop surgery. For
one patient at least, it is by then too late.. With
many diseases that does not so much. matter.
But "Aids is irreversible and fatal. The
resolution " passed at the British - Medical
Association’s conference, to allow doctors to
test their patients for Aids without their
consent, showed the doctors’ concern about
the risk to themselves. This was over-ruled by
the BMA leaders on the grounds that it would
breach the doctrine of the patient’s “implied

Probably few patients would feel comfort-
able with the idea of being treated by a doctor,
dentist or nurse with Aids. Their misgivings
are rebutted by medical opinion. But patients
know that medical opinions change, that little
is- known about this disease, that what is
orthodoxy to one generation of doctors can be
error to the next, They know enough to have a
reasonable wish not to have any sort of internal
treatment by a doctor who might suffer from
the disease and who might happen to have a
cut hand. Sir Gerard Vaughan, the former
Conservative Minister for Health, said yes-
terday that he would not like to have any
wound of his dressed by a doctor with Ajds,

The risk may be very small. But in so grave a
matter the patient cught to have the informa-
tion with which to make up his own mind. The
Government and the medical profession
should discuss what patients’ rights should
now be. They should certainly not be
secondary to a theoretical concern not to seem
prejudiced.

THE TIMES WEDNESDAY N¢
— ""'—-"'-ﬂ_——n-n-——-—--___

-consent” to normal medical tests when that i
" patient routinely consults a doctor. The same.
kind of misplaced sensitivity is being shown
‘DOW. . e

|
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Mr Richard"Bra‘nspn, chair-
man of the Virgin group,

launched an £8 million cam-"
paign yesterday to: promote -

condoms everywhere from
supermarkets 10. youth clubs
as part of the. ﬁyg.ht against
Aids.

A series of television
commercials for .the group's
brand of condoms, Mates,
began on indepcndent tele-
vision last night. :

They are to be adapted by
the BBC as public information

Branson jo

snnouncements, without. us-
ing the brand name.

The message of the {:om-

“mercials, which make no ref-

erence to Aids, is: “You make
love; they make sense”.

Mr Michael Grade, director
of programmes at BBC Tele--
vision, said the BBC's policy

‘might’ be misinterpreted as

encouraging promiscuity, but/
that prospect was.outwel .
by the necd for advice about
condoms to prevent the

‘spread of Aids.

ins Aids fight with Mates

take one moral view or an-
“othér but we do have an
obligation to play a'role in
_public health education.”

. All the Yirgin group’s prof-
“jts from- condom sales will go
to . the -Virgin ycalthcare
Foundation; set 0p by Mr
Branson io raise £5 million

within the next year for Aids

educational projects.

Mr Branson said: “The
single most important health
care issue we face is Aids.

“The most effective way of
helping to stop the spread of’

the disease is through the use

of condoms.”

Mr Branson moved into the
-condom _market afler the

Government rejected his sugg-

“estion this year that the male

sheath should be: distributed
{freely as an anti-Aids measure.

The condoms will be sup-
plied by supermarkets, record

stores and in vending ma-
chines in public houses, ¢lubs,

colleges and sports centres.
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Branson unveils
£5m drive urging
use of condoms

RICHARD BRANSON  re-
cruited showbusiness stars, medi-
cal experts and industrial leaders
yesterday to launch Mates, the
competitively-priced  condoms
which he hopes will help stop the
spread of Aids.

At a Press conference in Lon-
don, Mr Branson, head of the Vir-
gin entertainment group, un-
veiled a £5m, 12-month publicity
and marketing campaign to try to
destroy the stigma surrounding
the use of condoms. He said:
“Wearing a condom is like giving
up sugar in your tea: you won't
like it for a few days but after that
you won't, notice the difference,
The distinction is that it could
save your life,”

The British Medical Associa-
tion estimates that by 1991, 10,000
people witl have died from Aids in
| the UK, with about 100,000 being
| identificd as carriers of the vitus.
[ Mr Branson, 37, who has two

young children, disclosed that he
has pledged £5m of his own
money to underwrite the project.

The publicity campaign, aimed
specifically at the young, but also
at all sexually active age groups,
will entail the distribution of edu-
cational vidco films for sixth-
formers and also a series of six
one-minute television commer-
' cials to be broadcast on both BBC
and ITV, starting last night,

Sales of 30 million Mates con-
doms started yesterday, not only
at chemists’ but also at a wide va-
ricty of stores, clubs, newsagents,
gracery shops, student unions and
hotels, over the counter and from
a new batch of 30,000 vending ma-

chines around the UK. The
project is being run by a new char-
ity, the Virgin Healthcare Foun-
dation. Mr Branson cmphasiscd
that it would channel 100 per cent
of any profits dircctly back to its
Alds education programme and
other health-related charities.

The four trustees of the foun-
dation arec to be Mr Branson, its
founder; Michael Grade, the
BBC’s director of television pro-
grammes; John Jackson, former
chairman of the cosmetics com-
pany Cheseborough-Pond’s, and
Anita Roddick, founder and man-
aging dircctor of the Body Shop
beauty care chain.

The foundation’s 25 patrons in-

clude Professor Roy Anderson,

epidermiologist at the Imperial
College of Science and Technol-
ogy, London; Dr Alan Maryon
Davis, senior medical adviser at
the Health Education Authority,
and Dr Peter Emerson, formerly
Dean of Westminster Medical
School.

Sir Ralph Halpern, chairman of
the Burton Group, Simon
Hornby, chairman of W.H. Smith
& Som, and the journalists Penny
Junor and Claive Rayner, arc also
patrons.

Eiton John, Petcr Gabriel,
Genesis, Phil Collins, Roger Tay-
lor of Queen, Feargal Sharkey,
Sandie Shaw, Lulu and the com-
poser Andrew Lloyd Webber
have all agreed to beccome pa-
trons.

Other  celebritics  expressing
support for the project include
and Roger Waters, of Pink Floyd,
and Mick Jagger.
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Synod urges

fidelity

as

best way to
fight AIDS

From Robert Nowell

“THE only safe way of prevent-
ing the spread of this disease in

our society is through fid'e]it%"-
r

the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Robert Runcie, told the Church of
England General Synod yesterday
when it debated AIDS and the
Church's response to this threat,
At the conclusion of the debate,

the synod welcomed the concern’

reflected in Governmendt
initiatives and urged afl members
of the Church of England to
respond with compassion and
understanding to all those affected
I(:?' AIDS. It also affirmed the
hurch'’s traditional teaching on
chastity and fidelity in personal
relationships, but what precisely
this means was left to - today’s
debate on a private members
motion from the Rev. Tony
Higton calling on the synod to
reaffirm the biblical standard that
“'fornication, adultery and homo-
sexual acts are sinful in all
circumstances”,

Introducing the debate, the
Bishop of Gloucester, Dr John
Yates, said the Church was called
to emphasise as stmnglf and
loudly and often as it could that

adherence to the Church’s
s

Arcbz'shqp Runcie

teac.hin%l on chastity and fidelit
would halt the spread of AID
through sexuval intercourse. *““The
challenge to the Churches is to
find ways of doing that positively
and attractively, rather than nega-

tively and judgmentally,” e

added.
Dr Runcie stressed that the
price of divorcing the physical

" pleasure of sex from its moral

commitment was ‘‘very high”,

“If you try to love on a limited

liability basis, you limit your
ability to love at all” he said.
Hence the Church upheld the idea
of Christian marriage, life-long,
exclusive and faithful, as the only
setting in which human sexuality
could be responsibly and fully
enjo ed,

‘Our business is not to frighten
people into good behaviour but to
enable them to see human beings,
both themselves and othérs, as
children of God whose bodies are
sacred, not disposable sex aids,
and whose happiness lies in the
sharing of a whole life, not in
mere encounters in bed.”

Earlier, the archbishop warned
against a witch-hunt. “One of the
first things human beings do when
thci are frightened is always to
look for someone to blame”, he
said. He thought this was based
on bad theology. Diseasc was no
respector of virtue, and Christians
must have better ways of dealing
with fear.

A lay member of the synod, Mr
Timothy Royle, from the
Gloucester diocese, offered a
foretaste of today's debate when
he described AIDS as a manifes-
tation of the misuse of the human
body and stressed that homeo-
sexual acts were contrary to
nature. He claimed that ATDS had
been brought about by the prac-
tice in Africa of indulging in both
vaginal and anal intercourse.

THE British “millionaire, Mr
Richard Branson, and Mr Bob
Geldof who yesterday launched
a £5 millien campaign to pro-
mote the use of condoms to
combat ALDS.

They *siaried a drive for a
range of condoms called
“Mates”, in the hope that
greater use of the contracep-
tive will help stop the spread of
the disease. '

The British Medical Associa-
tion estimates that by 1991,
some 10,000 people in the UK
will have diedp from AIDS, with
around 100,000 being identified
as carriers of the virus.

The number of those
affected is said to be doubling
every 10 months, with 624
already dead.

The World Health Organisa-
tion predicts that 50 million
people will be infected within
the next five years.

— {PA wirepicture).

Lf
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ynod

rejects

gay clergy bid

A MGOVE to drop a debate on
homosexuality among Church of
England clergy from the agenda at
the Church’s General Syned was
refecied yesterday.

The Rev Poler Wheatley, vicar of St
fames’, Wast Hampstead, north London,
said a Sunday paper had prophesied the
Synod's bitterest debate in years. Other
rapers had taken the opportunity to
“pursue’ 3 veritable witch-hunt in our
church”, he said.

He said this was not an atmosphere In
which to debate a motion by the Rev Tony
-Higton, rector of Hawkeswell In Essex,
who had called for a retum to Biblical
standards of morality with homosexual
acts declared sinful.

Mr Wheatley said he would welcome
any procedural measure to stop the
debate taking place as planned today.

However, Canon Brian Brindley,
chairman of the Synod's business
. sub-commitiee, said Mr Higton's private

members motion had been voted top of
the list gelected for debats, with 158/
members wanting It to be discussed. it
was now 2 matter for the Synod.

The Rev Terry Louden of Yentnor, on
the iste of Wight, made a call for “lifelong
virginity” as he proposed one of several
new amendments to Mr Higton's motion
on maovaiity. .

Mr Louden’s amendment would replace
the motion with a statsment that the
Synod reaffimed “the Biblicai teaching
that lifelong virginity Is the ideal sexual
ethic for Christans”.

Another amendment, from Mrs Murie}
Curlis of Sheftiekd, would accept most of
the Higton motion, but deplored the
teaching of sex In soine schools “which
deliberately Ignores marriage or which
suggests that homosexual and lesbian
relationshipg ame as acceptable as
helerosexual ones, and the practice of
some |local authorities of accepting
homosexual and lesbian couples as
foster parents tor children in carg™.

b
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h..U.m PROTESTORS: members of a group which held a demonstration at Church House, London,
yesterday to coincide with a debate o:msnu at the start of the General Synod. The protestors urged
the Church to treat homosexuals “with compassion rather than condemnation
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AIDS

plea *y

by Runcie

‘THE AIDS cnsis shou]d not
be turned into a witch- hunt.
byt into a challenge to_stop
people using their bodies -as
“disposable sex aids”, the
‘Archbishop of
said yesterday.

Dr. Robert Runcie was
speaking during che frst of
two major sex-related
debates at the Church of
England General Synod at
Westminster.
* The Synod unanimously
backed a motion on AIDS
which affirmed the church’s
traditionzgl . teaching “on
«chastity and fidelity in per-
sonal _ relationships”, Dbut
urged all church members to
respond  with
and - understanding to those
affected by the discase.

It welcomed the concern
reflected in AIDS initiatives

Canterbury 'ﬂle ‘theological,

compassion .

by .the government and
other ~ bodies ‘and agreéd
there should be continuing
adv:ca within the Church on.-
moral - and

pastoral issues invalved.

Dr. Runcie sald ye qtf-rday
“Qur  business is not
‘frighten people into good
behaviour, but to .enable
them to see human beiiigs,
both themselves and others,
as children of God whose
bodies are sacred, not dis-
Eosable ‘sexX- euds, and whose

appiness lies .in the sharing |
of a whole life, not in mere |
encounters in bed’f' ‘

AIDS created fear and |
ofic = of .the . first things
people did when they were
frightefied was to look for
someone to blame, said Dr.
Runcie,
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H
3 I
ynod 6 ’t{tﬁn
of
England has an
excellent oppor-
tuntty to refute
Mrs Thatcher's
allegation that it no
longer upholds moral
standards.

It i belng forced by a group
of angry and worried
evangetical olezgy to make
clear” its attltude to homo-
suxuu]lty Wil 1t  honestly,
and iIn plain words, reasseit
the Chureh's traditienal
teaching, that such behaviour
is always sinful?

Or will it bow to the
powerful homosexnal lobhy
within Its own ranks and try
bo fudge the issue? The liieli-

ood s that. 1t will renct as it
mfs nowndays when
fa with a aimple moral
cholee — reach for the wensel
wordn.

Ixedx s that this
dahate which iz bound to hurt
Chureh whatever its out-
wmo. should not .have been
necessary, In the sensible pnat,
the Anglican biaho)
unankm

ahtemmn lnd r
when pr vatel

ual inclination and his pn\ctles.

Chaste

Homosexuala, he sald, were
often gifted temchers and
In the man's
mbi and  sel-discipine o
) moral law. That
also tha view of the Anglican
hierarchy, Publicly they cone
dernned vice. vatel
accepted at & homosexual

might make an excellent parish
prieat, provided he restrained his
urges and remalned chaate.
Mozt Christlans
accept Gpic of this
distinction, Ajter all, in the
hol:; ?’kilgch, the
age o restrain their natural
impulses cmd stick to thelr
voty of celibacy.
Unfortunately, tlis offlcial but
etfeotiva arrangement hos now
broken down, Homosexual active
Lsi who do not marol prn.cuse
thetr vlnes but fisunt them ond
groed ;Lt , uwe Infilirated the
urc

England and condict
nolsy ‘shameless propaganda.
from within ita ranks. .
An organisation cnlled t.ha
Gn l.?hrejmantMgl‘;;lmal"A h
eots braditlon: ngli-
can teaching and inres: | lgls
compatible with 1ihs
not only to love
rson of the sume sex
axpreas the love fully
in porsonal  soxual
mlntlunshl[: blleation
Ona of |t publieations
even further aid asserts I.ha{
feel love for m person of th
same fex and not to express ib
actively ha ‘less than Ohtistlan',
Bome pamphlets ara apenly on
na]e al one Londgn

slong with other hofmoemm
ma&erial which most people
uld exll pomographic, Tho

anement borsta a mailing list
of 10,000. The Reverend Tony
Blgtop, | whoae campulgn has
—

forced the lssue on the :rnect
caloulntes thet there nre

- glerleal names on this llat.

Rachel Tingle, who has
mmg,;te ta spn{:cinl atggy of the
ect, paints a depressing

plctun«. of the strength of
the homosexual iobby in the
London diocese. It 15 cal
lnted that in one London
district, the number of
clergy with homosexrual
leantngs may be more than
half the tolal.

The moment anyone draws
attention lo whal homosexunls
are dolng wilhin the Church,
and demonds that the bishops
reagsert the moral law, the Qay
Chrigtinns sel up caterwauling,
claiming that Choy are being
wlnbcl'lv- wintad, tneludin

ut ne one, Inclu “Ton,
ﬁbou wrmta n purge, &rtal i
li hunted. ?llzl‘m
Um wmmry. The bishops

leaned ovar backwards not to get
ihwolved in  the lssue. The
Bishap of london, Dr Graham
i rejuctant to move
againsi his errant olergy.

Hor <o 1 blathe hl Tha
ecclesinstical law ls an| quﬂted
mmplex luld expensive, “and the

a  bishop taking
e!feethle dlaci linary aetion
against one of his clergy are low.

Whal. 1:5 surprisin and repres
hensible, however, afun:
ning sllence of the hlera.rchy
Not one of the bish

al the " Hev Ton,

Hlﬁ( n tr‘ned lo get ihem lo

Inake a1 open statement con-
Inosexus]

7

on

|
The trdhi iz the bishops
ere derrled of  deing
though! intolerant. They are |
wmore ccared of this than of
the fer more serigus accusg-
tian  of neglecting  their
moral duty. They prefer the
strictures of Mrs Thateher
to the smailest hinl o
critietsm  in  the liber
pragrossive media
But their attltude reveals how
far oul of touch they aze with:
ordinery penple,
The bDishops.
gbuck inl the cu.ltuze og the
when ludﬂn]
walchword and hwudm.tndeduw;
the greawst virtue, They do not
seem L rueallse thab the morsl

lonie has «hanged, and laken on
B much slerner note,

Obnoxious

The Rritish people are
appalled 1 they contemplate the
results of  a  gemeration of
})ermm\wmv-s.& The increasingly

as & gl

lambovant and  impudeni
bebavivio ol homesexunl  mill-
tents 1s nol the worst of thelr
worries — they are f(ar inere
concernsd  about  violenee, for
instance — but they certainly

want it curbed,

They find il seandalous and
unaceeplable thal, ameng the
ringleaders  of  this  obnoxious
minority, should be clergymen of
ihg national church,

for thal, surely, It a relevant
peint. ‘T’ Churell of England is
establichid by Iaw P:jd emn

Emvllegn» stntus
towed upo 1t by Lhe na.u
In return 1% owes definite obllgn‘
tions to soiety, and one of Lhem
s 0 upnod ‘cem. standards of
conducl amonyg s elergy.
Naobody rdesires o8 mas3
infrocking  of  viears, What
ple  uxpeel, and  whal Hu.
Anglimn chirch clearly n
da a lorceful riton by
Zeaders ihal homosexuel Inter-
course i= wrong and that clergy
who indike In it betray their
mlnlsmf.
That 15 what the Bynod should
du this week, and so0 persunde gn

inereasingly eynical and hostile :

pubhie  that the Ohureh  of ¢
Eugland sull has 4 spack of |
mom] fire tn ita bcll.v
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Synod damns Aids witch-hunters

By Walter Schwarz
Religious Affairs
Correspondent

The right response to Aids
victims is compassion and help,
the Church of England decided
yesterday when the general
synod overwhelmingly ap-
proved a report which said the
disease could not be seen as
‘God’s judgment.

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr Rcbert Runcie, said:
"A characteristic symptom of a
piague throughout history is a
witch-hunt; I believe we have
seen something of this with the
Aids plague. 1 believe it is
based on bad theology.”

He was referring to the tradi-
tionalists who wanted homosex-
ual acts to be condemned and
blamed for the spread of Aids.
Some of these distributed leaf-
lets outside Church House as
the tense debate began.

An officially-supported mo-
tion approved by the synod
urged all Churgch members to

“respond with compassion and
understanding to all those af-
fected by Aids.”

The result was a victory for
liberal attitudes, and for skilful
synod management which kept
the Aids issue and the homo-
sexuality issue apart,

Members who wanted more
robust condemmation of what
one called the sleep-arcund so-
ciefy won only one amendment
to the motion.

The amendment withdrew
the Church’s proposed welcome
for the Government's Alds cam-
paign, saying only that it wel-
comed the “concern reflected”.

Moving this amendment, the
Rev Gavin Reid of Guildford
who objected to the Govern-
ment's sloganssaid: “History
may show that the development
of a sleep-around society has
done more harm morally and
psychologically than Aids has
done physically.”

The moralisers will have
their main chance today when

their champion, the Rev Tony

Higton of Essex, will move a
motion condemning licentious-
ness in general and homosex-
uality in particular,

The debate hegan tensely as a
member proposed scrapping
today's discunssion on Mr
Higton’s motion because the
debate would “b: damaging to
the whole Church" after press
publicity on homosexuals in
the Church,

Other members thought Mr
Higton's motion on morality
should logically be debated be-
fore the Alds issue. But the
Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt
Rev John Yates, moving the
official motion on Aids, said the
Church should give out "a
clear “signal of reassurance,
support and hope in the context
of Aids.”

An amendment seeking to
reaffirm Church teachings on
chastity in the context of Aids
received only a handful of
voies, )

Dr Runcie, who has ex-
pressed sympathy for stable ho-

mosexual relationships, said
that “even if we think people
have brought their troubles on
their own heads, to say ‘I told
you so, you should never have
got yourself in thic mess' is
about as far from Christianity
as any utterance could be.”

The case for more outspoken
recognition of homosexual rela-
tionships was made by the Rev
Malcom Johnson
Botolph’s Church, Aldgate,
where 'the Leshian and Gay
Christian Movement is based.

Mr Johnson said: “If we want
to avoid promiscuity, one
vitally important way is to en-
courage gay people to make
deep, long-lasting friendships —
not out of fear but out of love.”

Aids sufferers’
alicnation was “the fault of
society, not the disease,” he
said. “Many us believe the
Church to be largely respon-
sible for society’'s present
views, God forgive us for that.”

Leader comment, page 14;

Pictures, page 7 and back.
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Two thoughts
for the Synod

It has never seemed to us that the
Aeader coiumn of a newspaper i the natu-
ral channel for detailed pronouncements on
moral theclogy. The General Synod of the
Church of England, however, is itself g
secilar institution which does not eschew
decisions, taken by majority vote, ahout
what 1s theologically sound and what is

not, Tis decisions create & climate of apin-,
ion and redound through the rest of the’

secular world, Today the Synod is asked to
declde, in-effect, whether it is possible to
be both a homosexual and a Christan. The
Rev Tony Higton belleves it is not and in

- siveness” of

particular that homosexuals should not be .

admitted to the priesthood, He said on the

Radio 4 programme, Sunday, that in an -

exireme case where persuasion falled he
would have to refuse & homosexual the
sacraments. This opinion will no doubt be
wholeheartedly endorsed by a mafority of

those political and other icaders of public

opinion who call on the churches to Rive
moral ]efadersh'zp because they assume be-
fore asking that they khow the direction

the leadership will take. In our untutored’

m

view it would be healthy lor the Synod to
spring a surprise.

Two polnts need briefly fo he made in
support of thal hope, Oue is thal every
individual should.be free Lo seck, though
nol at others' expense, whatever fulfilment
is possible within the limils of his or hbr
preordained nature, Thus the Church of
England's Board of Social Responsibility,
discussing homosexuality eight years ago,
sald: “There are clrcumstaness in which
individuals may justifiably choose lo enter
into a homosexual relationship with the
hope of enjoying a companionship and
physicel expression of sexual love similar
to that found in marriage.” 1t balanced this
finding (for it was, after all, a commitiee)
by warning against a collapse into hedon-
ism in which the “permanence and exclu-
sexual  relations
questions of mere passing convenience. In
today’s cultural ferms — it is hard to

" speak sub specie asternitatis — the Board

sgemed lo have thought that out wisely and
well. Secondly Jesus, though slow o con-
demn individuals, was quick to condemn
those who would undertake the condemna-
tion for him, (“Let him who is without sin
cast the first stone,”) Canen John Bowlker,
Dean of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Mr
Higton’s most prominent opponent, says .
that in fhis as in other controversies much
of the Church’s thinking, delineated by St
Paul, was socially conditioned. He cites evi-
dence for homosexual unions in the early
Christian church which were elaborately
and publicly blessed. ‘Only his peers can
weigh that evidence, But laity of the most
Pauline disposition can remember that the
greatest of gifts is charity.

become |
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Church
to rule
e
Von ‘gay’
clergy

By Clifford Longley
etglons Affairs
Correspondent

The General Synod meets
today 10 decide whether to
outlaw homosexualily in the
Church of England, having
heard last night for the first
Lime an official adinission that
hersosesuality was not at
present considered a bar to
ordination,

. That came afler a sel piece
debate on Aids, which was
steered away from making any
moral judgements on homo-
sexuality before today's
debate.

The disclosure  will
strengthen whe hand of those
who are calling on the synod
for a clear ruling that practis-
ing homosexuais arc unsuit-
able for ordinatian or office in
the church,

Tn the following debate, the
otherwise routine receplion of
the “annual report of the
Advisory Council for ihe
Churchs Minist Canon

:'Fc Austin of 1 Alban’s,
asked whether it was correct,
as stated in the Chigch Tmit':.
that the council did nel rule
out homosesuals as  can-
didates for ordination,

The chairman of the couns
¢il. the Bishop of Bristol, the

—————— e
Synod debate iociviiiinin &
———— et

Rt Rev Barry Rogerson. r:hal-
lenged the word “practisi E
attributed 10 Canon Timothy

{ndall sem:taryefthcooun-
cil, in the article,

The ey maotiow for debate
today’ calis on the synod lo
declare  that  “fornication,
aduliery and homosexual acts
are smful in alt _circum-
stances™ and that Christian
leaders are required 10 be
excmplury “in all spheres ot
morality” as a condition of
appointment.

The debate on Aids, which
preceded the exchange
tween Canon Austin and the
Bishop of Bristal was marked
by a delibrerate ambiguity over
ihe Church’s attitude.

Alone point an amendment
wes moved referring le “chas-
tity  without  an I'dchly
within helgrosesual marriage!
in place of the formula *'chas-
Lity and fidelily in personel
relationships™, “That change
was defeated, The synod re-
sponded wilh enthusiasm to
the Archbishop of Canter-
bury's emphasis on fhichful-
ness and  chastity - as  the
Church's response (0 Aids,

Fidelity was the wrue way of
preventiog the spread of the
dlscasc. Dr Roben Rungie
said, “Many have thought that
the physical pleasure of sex
can be divorced from its moral
commitment. If you 1y o
love an a limited lighility
Lasis, you llmll your abiiity to
love at all™,

Yesterday's debale wason n
repert and  metion  which
urged all _members of the
Church of England o respond
“with coinpassion and under-
standing™ 10 all those affected
Ly Aids, and which was car-
ricd unanimously with one
small amendment. That
slightly diluied the synod's
approval of the Aids counter-
measures which the Govern-
ment had instituted,

e ————
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No sex, please .

A MARBRIED clergyman

, 3 CUGHTY
ith thzee children will to- By STEVE D

Home AFairs Correspondent

‘I#day calll for all sex to be

mmﬁmwm&w.:n-owdmﬁmd_.

‘The w.m_,\qmn end Terry Ioudon
is askingithe Genersl Synod of
the Church of England to back
the proposal.

1 ‘Lifelong virginity is the ideal
b sexual ethic for Christians, and

endorses the opinions of Tertul-
iizan, Clement of Alexandria,
Cyprian and Jerome that, for
Christians, an orderly sex life is
inferior t0 no sex life at all.’

Many churchmen see Mr
Loudon’s contribution as_light

relief in the coniinuing debate
on Anglican' attitude to
homosexuals.

The 39-year-old rector of

'Niton and Chalc, Isle of Wight,

confessed last night that he
had not told his wife about his
amendment to a motion con-
demning homosexuality.
The ' church’s homosexual
lobby has warned of a witch

hunt if the condemnatory mo-
tion is passed today.

The Archbishop of Canter-
pury yesterday wamned of a
witch hunt against AIDS vic-
tims. Christians must treat
victims of the disease with
compassion said Dr Robert
Runcie. i

But the Archbishop was clear

4in his condemnation of promis-

e bt

.. we’re Christians’

cuity. AIDS, he said, ‘is an
example of what can happen
when human beings lose touch
with the real meaning of sex-
ual love.

Barmaby Miln, leader of the
Christian  Action on  AIDS
movermnent called for a memo-
rial to AIDS victims in West-

" minster Abbey.

The moral dilemma -- Page siz.
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Plea on compassion for

A motien urging all members of
1ite Church of England to re-
spond  with compassion and
understanding to all thoss af-
fected by the diseasc Aids, was
unanimously carricd yesierday
- by the General Synod of the
Chureh of England meeting at
Church House, Westminster,

The synod accepled a roport
on Aids prepared by its beard of
social responsibility, with the Rt
Rev Jolin Yates, Bishop of
Giloucester, as chairman, oulin-
ing the ways in which the chitrct
cauld help people suifering from
Aids.

The motion, as carried, said
that the synod affrmed the
church's traditiona teaching of
refationships. It welcomed i}
concerny reflected in the initia-
five taken by the Gavernment
and_statutory and voluntary

ics, The mation also re-
quested the House of Bishops
and the board for sactal respon-
sihility to continue lo advise the
church on the theological, moral
and pastoral issues invelved.
An atlempt o amend the
melion on Alds was successfilly
resisted  because, il was con-
tended, it would pre-empl a
debate_ due today on homo-
saxuality. .

In the enly vote of the day the
synod carricd by 147 voles to
{12 the insertion of the waords
“The concern_reflected in” in
the first part of the motjon, That
was inserted at the w "cf of Mr
Gavin Reid (Guildiord) who
criticized the aspeots of Govern-
ment “safe sex’ prapaganda by
leaflel, television and  news-
paper advertisement, He_took
the view that some of the
propaganda amounled to an
official _govemment endorse-
ment of 2 prowing, climate of
opinien Lhal regarded chastity
and  fdelity as  hopelessly
outmoded.

Earlicr, the Archbishop.

Ruoi

chastity and fidclity In personal -
. . ed the

aF

GENERAL SYNOD

sald that fidelity was the only
safe way of preventing the
spread of the disease Aids.

Many had thought that the
physical pleasure of sex could be
divorced from ils meral com-
mitment but the price of that
thoughl was very high.

He added: “If you iry to love
on a limited liability basis, you
limit 1\;tsur ability to leve at all,
For these reasons the Church
upholds the idea of Christian
mnrr..;lPe. lifclong, exclusive and
faithful o ' i
which human sexuality can
responsibly and fully enjoyed.

“Our busincss is not to
frighten people into betav-
iour bitt fo enable them to see
human beings, both themsalves
and others as children of
W] ies are sacred, not
dispesable sex aids, and whose
happiness ties in the sharing.ofa
whole life, not in mero en-
counters in bed,”

Fidelity was the church’s
teaching and contrary to popu-
lar miscanceplions, i{ applied 1o
ahtot f1;nnn-. 1 hantsex. They \\‘r:}(c
thercfore right to press public
bodies, educalion autharitics
and all concerned with the
prevention of this diseas? to lay
eng;;hasis on tho need for
faithfulress and chastily.

The Rt Rev John Yates,

Bishop of Gloucester, chairman
of the boazd for som‘nl Tespan-

s the only setting in

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcle, with cight women deacons faking thcir seats for the first Hme in the
Westminstet, are, from left: [

Aids victims

P -

House of Clergy of the General Syniod, The deacons, seen here ‘v,eslerdny in the Dean’s Yard,
ivienne Eaull {Ely), Tris Melntyre (Saliabury), June Os-
arbour (Ripon), and Anne Jennings (Manchester),

Celin Chapman (Lichfield), Christine Enrrington (Solisbury

borne (London), Judith Rose (Rechester), Jennifer

would repudiate. That made the
plight of those infected by blood
transfusion or from their meth-
er3 in childbirth unhappier stll,

There was no reason to think
that Aids posed a problem that
could net be cncompassed by
the church’s theology. There
was no call for theological panic.

sibility, said in int 3]
board's repart on Aids thas there
had been raging epidemics be-
fore affzcting millions of people,
but Aids scemed frighteningly
different, That was partly
because it carried off the young
and strong, and partly bécause
of the hidden “and” sexually
iransmiggible seeds of mortal
sicknesy that s¢ many peopls
mighi be ing witliin them-

The main need was to show love
and o,

One of the most grievous
pains suflered by Aids patients
was said (o be that people were
afraid o hold their hands. [t
was the church's physical and
metaphorical task to make sure
that Christians held hands with
those wha suffered with Aids.

Mr Barnaby Mila (Hereford),

selves fof, ygirs

The figtvor was compounded
because most of thase who
becam infected were knovwn to
have lifesiyles that most people

chairman of Christian Action on
Aids, welcomed the report. He
said that il was stll lazgely
among homosexuals, here and
in the United States, that the
involvement and responsibility

for education, carc and fund
rassing  remained. However,
there remained a deep suspicion
of the church, which the report
did not tackle.

He called for a day of prayes
for people with Aids, and en-
dorsed the request of the Meth-
odisi cenference in Portsmouth
1his {cm: for an_ecumenical
consullation on Aida.

He said that participants in
the forthcoming Lambeth con-
fercnce should take a pro-
gramme of action on Aids 10
their dioceses, Churches and
everseas relief agercies should
campaign for generous funds for
Aids work in the Third World.

The number ef doclors
specializing in Aids was bainy
severely restnicted because o
the Government's ban on_new
permanent  specially trainin
Eﬂslg m the National Healll
ervice. he said. He called on

the church to ask the Gavern-
ment to lifl the ban.

The Govarnment should also
be told that many small but
significant Aids research
projects were not gelting govem-
ment funding, he said. Dr Helen
King (Guildford) said that the
question of the shared chalice
hed not been laken with suf-
ficient seriousness. They should
net bury their heads in the sand
and *pretend it cannot happen
to us" and ignore facts about
transmission which werc at
present known.

The Rev Malcolm Johnson
(London) suggested that lecal
ecumenical task forces were
needed. Members should not he
drawn solely from the minerity
groups who were 21 risk.

Such committecs could co-
ardinale all Lhe necessary work
and work carcfully with
organizalions such as the Ter-

rence Hipging Trust who had
asked him 1o commend the
report on its behalf, The, An.
glican Church should also fol-
ow the eaample of the Enited
Reformed Clureh and appoint a
ull-time adviser.

He reflecied that in the war
nggmsl Alds the renort did not
affirm commisted refationships,

That might have meant a
rough roception al gynod but if
they wanted to avold promiscu-
ity, one vitally important way
was 10 encourage hamosexual
prlc o make deep, long-
asting friendships.

. There was 4 real danger thal
it this debate and that on
hemosexuality, they sent the
wrang advice (o them al this
critical time. Behaviour was
rarciy changed by ncgative ad-
vice, so he regreited the report

could net have included some-
thing more positive.
Spectrum, page 14

Canteshury, D1 Robert ke,
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THE Chureh of England's Gen-
eral Synod  yesterday  debaied
Aids. [n the best Anglican trai-
tion, the debate encouraged al-
most all the Choreb’s rendencies.

The Archhishop of Canterbury,
Dr Rubert Runeic, caught the
modl of the Svnod and was
greatly applauded for a good
speech, defivercd badly, which
had samething oz everyone.

“The valy safe way of prevent-
itg the spread of this disease in
this socicly {5 through fidetity,
That is what we mean by sale sex.
Many have thought that Ukephysi-
eal pleasure of sex can be di-
vorced from its moral commit-
ment.

"“The price of that divores is
very high. If you try to love on a
limited liabilily basis, you limit
your ability to {ove at all,

It is for lhese reasons that the
Chutrch upholils the idea of Chris-
tian marriage, lifelong, exclusive,
and faithful, as the only seiting in
which human sexuality can be re-
sponsthly and fully enjoyed.™

The substance of this will surely
picase the cvangelicais, though
Ihe reasons Dr Runede gave for
upholding the ideal of Christian
matriage ace devived from experi-
ence and thus apen te arguiment,
They are not simply procla
from seriptueal authority,

Onee people lave the di
though, the Archli
suge is unegpuivocal: 1%
ple have brought their troubles on
Lheir own heads, to say ‘1 told you
30. You showid acver have got
yoursell into this wess’ s about us
[ar trom Christinnity as any uiter-
ance could be,”

An cvangelical group had bees
hamling out leaBlets to detepates
al the doots of Church House
¢laiming that “the Bible witnosses
that Goel seinetimes does ‘zap' in-
dividuals . . .t atlempt to remove
the clement of judgement from
the widespread spideimic i to
close aur minds 10 one of God's
witys of speaking to the human
racc,

“Wurse than thar, to advocale
precautions {ustend of spenking
of repentance and renunciation
of immaral behaviour is surely to
compound  our  condemualion,
We have bean wamed.”

“There was little of that siyle in
the debme  yosterday, thaugh
Timothy Royle, an cvangelical
former managing director of the
Hogg Robinson travel agencey, exs

ressed his beliel that the disease
haed arisen because Africans had
used the “anal  passages” of
women in a way which God had
not inteosded.

Fie also told the Synod bow he
Bl plicked up the courage 1o

o nescless leper with ne feet
whom e had met in Mepad: aned
Dow gratelut e had been Lo God
for this ever since.

Dr Runeie spoke out clearly
against panic. “One of the first
things that human beings do when
they are frightened is to look for
someone to blame. A churaciers-
Lic symptem of a plague @ a witch-
hunt,

“We have seen something of
this with the Aids plague. [ be-
lieve it is based cn bad thealogy.
Disease is no respecter of virtue.
Christlans must ave belter ways
of dicaling with fear . . . we shoukl
know that love cosls out fear —
but not by dod lng {t. And when

and lenelingss, that is also com-
prenencled in the death  that
\ Chirist died.”

Fle Tagk, he said, been proud to

shake the one remaining hand of -~

this fenr includes shame, stigma, :

see, and sometimes pul to shame
by, the ¢are being given 1o peeple
with Aids.

But the Synod did not respond
10 appeals made by the pressure
group Christian Action Against
Alds.

[1s chaitman, Barnaby Milo,
awanted  Church  leaders  to

organise a nationsl day of prayer

for Aids victims, and o national
memorisd (0 them, [n either Wost-

L - i
At the Synad yesterday: Canon Dr Gaveth Bennete,
Portsinouth, the Rt Rev Timothy Bavin; and the Bishep of Trura, the Rt Rev Peter Mumford.

minster Abbey or St Paul’s Cathe-
dral, T both cases, he was follow-
ing an American model.

The Synod was nol resdy W
move that far, and for so long as
Aids remains an overwhelmingly
homosexual disease in this coun-
iy, scems unlixely to do 5o,

Desplts intense medin interest,
the disease ilscil prooecupies only
those within the Chureh who are
alrensly preoccupied by homosex-

of Oxford Unlversity top)s the Bishop of

o o . g
Runcie defines Christian ‘safe sex’

HERBIE XNOTT

1
3

wality. B might« seem that a
Chureh whick gatnot even meke
up its mind about the moratity of
homosexual, acts s incapaisie of
even buginning to lormulate an
sgeeed and coherent doetrine on
Alds,

But the purpese of Anghicun
doctring is not to wll people what
to do, but Lo cneourage them in
what Ihev are aleoidy doing. That,
this debiie has achieved.
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warning against

THE AIDS crisis should 1ot be
turned into a witch-hunt, but into a
challenge to stop people using their
bodies as “disposable sex aids”, the
Archbishop of Canterbury said yes-
terday.

Dr. Robert Runcie was speaking
during the first of two Major sex-
related debates at the Church of
England General Assembly at West-
minster,

The Synod unanimously backed a
motion on AIDS which affirmed the
Church’s traditional teaching “on
chastity and fidelity in personal
relationships™, but urged all
Churchk members to respond with
compassion and understanding to
those affected by the disease.

It imunoﬂm@ the concern reflected

in AIDS initiatives by the Govern-
ment and other bodies, and agreed
there should be continuing advice
within the Church on the theologi-
cal, moral and pastoral issues
involved. -

The Synod is due to debate a call
by an Essex rector today for a
return to Biblical standards of
morality, which would mean prac-
ticmg homosexuals being banned
from the clergy. .

Dr. Runcie said yesterday: “Our
business is not tg frighten people.
into good behaviour, but to enabie
them to see human beings, both
themselves and others, as children
of God whose bodies are sacred, not
disposable sex aids, and whose
happiness lies in the sharing of a

whole life, not in mere encounters
in bed.”

AIDS created fear and one of the
first things people did when they
were frightened was to look for
someone to blame, said Dr. Runcie,

“A characteristic symptom of a
plague is a witch-hunt. We have
seen something of this with the .
AIDS plague. T believe it is based on
bad theology —- disease is np
respecter of virtye.”

He added: “Even if we think
people have brought their troubles
on their own heads, to say ‘I told
you so, you should never have got
yourself into this mess’, is about as
far from Christianity as any utter-.
ance could be.” ,

It was sometimes suggested that

the Church shouid talk about chas-
tity and fidelity, leaving it to public
bodies to deal with practical issues
like contraceptive advice and Pro-
vision of clean needles for drug
injectors.

“I have no hesitation in support-
ing the need to offer detailed, down-
to-earth practical advice,” Dr. Run-
cle said.

“But T want us to accept the
major challenge, There is a respon-
sibility on all of us to speak of what
is required in our pPersonal relations
if the disease is to be brought under
control.

“And the only safe way of pre-
venting the spread of this disease in
our society is through fidelity,
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Press reports of Mr Justice Rose’s
judgment in X v, ¥, in which he
decided that doctors who suffer
from Aids should be allowed to
praciise, suggest that the court
dwelt on the problems of whether
the HIV virus could be transmit-
ted via an infected doctor’s blood
to an unsuspecting patient and the
very obvious possible hazards of
internal examination.

However, the reporis suggest
that the court missed perhaps the
moast important point of all: that
as the Aids virus has a predilection
for attacking the brain, 60 per cent
of Aids cases have symptoms of
dementia when the disease is first
diagnosed. This raises the ques-
tion whether the opinion of a
doctor suffering from Aids is likely
to do justice to himself, his
profession and the patient.

in most doctors’ view the
danger of someone with a degree
of dementia practising is a greater
risk to the community than the
possibility that he might transmit
the HIV virus to an individual
patient, catastrophic as this would
be. It seems inconsistent for the
BMA and the General Medical

- Council to set up an elaborate

system to prevent a doctor suffer-
ing from alcoholism from practis.
ing, presumably because his
judgement is unreliable, but to
take no similar steps to prevent
those doctors who catch a disease
of which dementia forms such a
prominent part from taking life
and death decisions.

Mr Justice Rose’s judgment
shows that he has a touching faith
in the powers of counselling, but if
he met patients who continue to
catch NSU (non-specific - ure-
thritis) and gonorrhoea when HIV

sitive, his reliance on it would

shaken. The apparent assump-

Why doctors
with Aids
are a danger

by Dr Thomas Stuttaford

tion that doctors would not be-
have as other men is flatteripg but
misplaced, and nobody could rely
on adequate standards of practice
and hygiene once a doctor became
demented.

There are differences between
senile dementia — the hazards of
which officialdom is trying to
reduce by encouraging early retire-
ment — and of alcoholic dementia
and the dementia of Aids, but on
the whole it scems to be less
dangerous to be treated by an
elderly doctor, or one who drinks
too much, than by one suffering
from Aids dementia.

Alcoholics are usually aware
when they have drunk too much,
but even if a drunken doctor is
called to deal with an emergency,
patients and relatives notice it and
react accordingly. A doctor with
Aids will show no outward easily
recognizable sign. The patient he
is treating will not realize that the
opinicn he is being offered is
flawed and will therefore take no
steps to ameliorate the danger.

The present teaching seems to
be based on the belief that once an
Aids patient has dementia he will

die fairly rapidly and therefore, if
there was any danger, it would be
for only a short time; but research
in America suggests that changes
occur in an Aids patient's intellect
before it is readily noiiced either
by the patient -or other people.
Judgement is therefore impaired
before signs of dementia are
apparent.

Doctors, whether in general or
hospital practice, are not dealing
with people with- normal resis-
tance to infection, but with pa-
tients whose resistance has already
been lowered by disease, injury,
blood loss or the stress associated
with psychiatric disease. -And, by
the very nature of their work, they
spend a disproportionate amount
of time with the very old and the
very young, groups particularly
vulnerable to infection.

As to whether the immune
system of a doctor with Aids
would have been compromised,
he/she is likely to have fallen prey
to a wide variety of'diseases. TB is
common in Aids patients, as is
thrush, cyto-megalovirus, one of
the viruses which can damage the
unborn child, and perhaps most

By 8 .
common of alf;a wide variety of
gastro-intestinal infections which,
as they cause diarrhoea, might
easily spread.

A doctor who is obsessionally
clean and exceedingly careful
might be safe working with pa-
tients while soffering from these
conditions, but it 15 extremely
unlikely that a doctor in other
circumstances would want to con-
tinue to practise if he or she
realized there was a risk, however
small, of giving a newborn baby or
a frail elderly patient gastro-
enteritis, or worse. Once his
judgement, and with if the will to
maintaic meticulous levels of
cleanliness, have been under-
mined by dementia, a doctor with
Aids would be unlikely to con-
tinue to maintain standards nec-
essary to protect the patient.

Doctors exist for patients, not

patients for doctors, Many doctors
therefore question if it is ethically
right for any patient anywhere to
be put at risk, however small the
risk might be, to boost the morale
of a sick doctor, however much
sympathy is felt for him. Phy-
sicians working in genito-urinary
medicine are unlikely to have
chosen their branch of the pro-
fession unless they had even more
tolerance and sympathy for hu-
man frailty than that found in
most doctors. These qualities may
make them good venearologists,
but not necessarily the ideal
advisers for politicians, the Civil
Service, or even High Court
judges, who are expected to main-
tain public health standards.

Two years ago a minister with
‘Aids retired after confused perfor-
mances at question time, Is the
Department of Health expecting
lower standards from doctors than
politicians?
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The General Synod

Move to oust gay
Christians fails

CLERGY behaviour was a matter
“best left to their fathers in God
within the present terms of the
law”, The Archbishap of Canter-
bury, Dr Robert Runcie, declared
vesterday as the General Synad of
the Church of England rejected a
move to cast out homoscxuals,

He said critics might be right in
thinking the Church had been
*too sitent about the sin” in their
cfforts not to turn away sinners,

“We can only plead that Jesus
incurred criticism on just the
same grounds. [ believe we should
try to follow his example however
difficult it may be — and, as we
learnt from St Paul, we know that
we are in no position to cast
stones.” :

Church House was packed,
with almost all the Synod's 564
members present, for a debate on
the Rev Tony Higton’s motion
stating “fornication, adultery and
homosexual acts” to be sinful in
all circumstances. It called for
Christian leaders to be “cxem-
plary in all spheres of morality, in-
cluding sexval morality” as a con-
dition of office,

“Scripture describes all homo-
sexual relationships, including
those involving nice people with
nice motives, as an abomination
and a perversion,” Mr Higton
told a minority who wanted to en-
courage homosexuals to shun
promiscuity and form “goad,
godly permanent relationsh(iips“.

But bath Dr Runcie and The
Bishop of London, the Rt Rev
Graham Leonard, warned against

the judgemental nature of Mr-

Higton's motion and after a
three-hour debate the Synod
compromised on an amendment
proclaiming only that fornication,
adultery and homosexual genital
acts “fall short” of the ideal of
sexual intercourse as an act of to-
tal commitment within marriage.
Passed by 388 votes to 19, the
amendment was moved by The
Bishop of Chester, the Rt Rev
Michael Baughen, who said many
genuing homosexually orientated
people did live for the Lord with.
out genital acts, often with great
courage, They gave much love
and support to the church’s life,
But the bishop's amendment
made no reference to discipline,
and an attempt by the Rev David
Holloway to introduce it resulted
in the closest vote of the debate
and split between laity and
churchmen, Mr Holloway wanted
1o add: “That if a bishop, pricst or

By Stephen Goodwin

deacon is to be ‘a wholesome ex-
ample and pattern to the flock of
Christ’ appropriate discipline
among the clergy should be exer-
cised in cases of sexual
immeorality,”

He said the Church was in eri-
sis, “Charges of a ‘homosexual
mafia’ in the Church - even in
high places ~ are being made,”
Nor could the web of suspicion be
rejected. “Too many of us have
first hand khowledge that con-
firms part of what Is being
alleged,” he said.

In separate votes of the three
houses of the Synod, the bishops
were 14-5 against the discipline

.amendment, the clergy 138-82

against, but the laity 136-84 in fa-
vour, The Archbishops of Canter-
bury and York abstained, and the
amendment was narrowly de-
feated.

Opening the debate, Mr Hig-
ton, the rector of Hawkswell, Es-

sex, said some who called an the -

Synod to support faithful homo-
sexual relationships were hypo-
critically involved im many rela-
tionships themselves,

He quoted a letter from the
headmaster of a church school in
which he said their recior, a de-
clared homosexuval, used the
Church for an exhibition in a ho-
mosexual rights campaign, “The
pamphiets and posters were most
explicit and were freely available.
‘Homo’, ‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’ be-
came part of the vocabulary of the
playground of my junior schoal,
The rector resigned, following a
conviction for child molestation,
He has been appointed to another
parish,” the headmaster wrote,

Mr Higton said a priest had
written to him about “The Con-
sultation™, a gathering of homo-
sexual Anglican priests and others
which meets in a London church,
“It was chaired by a member of
this Synod. The main concern of
the priest who wrote to me was
that ‘the worst feature was the
bookstall, which was full of hard
core maie porn, which would be
Hable to make a shopkecper
arrested’.”

Mr Higton assured the Synod
he was not calling for g witch-hunt
or hasty accusations but “rather
for godiy discipline which upholds
the teaching of seriptures”,

For the opposing camp, the Rey
Malcolm Jobnson said the Higlon

motion’s hidden agenda was to
“finally knock homosexuals into
the gutter”, It again heaped abuse
on a minority group who had suf-
fered enough at the Church’s
hiands.

Mr Johnson of St Botolph's,
Aldgate, London, where the Les-
bian and Gay Christian Move-
ment has its office, asked: “Why
cannot we accept the fact that ho-
mosexvals will by their nature
want to form sex relationships
and will need positive guidance
from us as they do?”

Dr Runcle, supporting the
Bishop of Chester's amendment,
told tﬁc Synod he could not ac-
cept the extreme claims that ho-
mosexual unions were simply al-
ternative lifestyles to Christian
matriage.

“I'da not deny, and cannot, that
homosexual acts are condemned
in the bibtical and Christian tradi-
tion, It is our duty to teach the
Christian idea to our children and
not to confuse them with options,

“But while there are both ho-
mosexual and heterosexual peo-
ple whose conduct is undisci-
plined, self-centred, and out of
control, questions arise over our
response to homosexuals who are
seeking to behave responsibly to-
wards other people, who are not
sleeping around, not molesting
children, not-breaking up other
people’s marriages and friend.
ships.

“In the face of much crue! prej-
udice I want to insist that to be
homosexual by nature is to be &
full human being,” Dr Runcie
said. They ought to listen to what
such homosexuals said about
their situation, Nothing would be
solved by the Church of England
being “railroaded” down this or
that lobby route,

The Bishop of Chester said he
hoped his amendment would pro-
vide the Synod with a way of af-
firming Biblical and traditional
principles, -

The motlon passed after amondments reacs:

“This Syncd offirms that the Biblical and 1ea-
ditlenal teachlnf on chastity and fidelity in por-
senal elationships [s a respense to, and cxpros-
sion of, God's Jove for cach one of us, and in

articular aftirms:

, That sexual Intercoutse is an uct of totat com-
mitmeni, which belongs preporly within a per.
manent mareled rclnlion:hllp.

2, That fornicatlon and adultery nre sins agalnst
this idoal, and are to be met by a call to repen-
tance and Ihe exerciso of compassion,

3, That hemosoxual gonital acts also fll short of
this Ideal and arg, lkewlse, o be met by a call to
repentance and the exercise of compassion.
4.%‘Imt all Chrlstlans are called 1o be cxemplary
in all sphores of morallty, Including soxual mo-

rality, and that holiness of llfe is particulary re-
quired of Christian loadors,”

Eyrs




Dazily Mail
12" November 1987

7 DailgzeMail |

THUREDAY, KOVEMBER 12,1862 22p i

- _ — & !;!;i.lv.l;n.a'f‘l,Thu da
Church of England rules homosexuality | Ch

Chure
sinful but won’t throw out the sinners 5.1

CANDAL OF

By STEVE DOUGHTY, Home Affairs Correspendent

| THE Church of England, faced
with evidence from one of iis
own ministers about inereasing
‘gay’ activity among clergy,

12,1987

ruled yesterday that homo- N
] ] L3
sexuality is sinful. ot St
, But it refused to expel any of the abstaingd /b
. priesthood who indulge in that sin. bt
i This classle fudge, after an intense debate af the “abotit i
General Synod, the Church's Parliament, left both - .
gay and nntl-gag] groups cleiming vietory over an 1o S, e
issue whieh le ineressingly splitting the Angllcan Even porird, K
movement. Jould nat | eng i
The sensation of the debate was n dossier of evidense \sacked. To remaln i potos. 11 |
Emduced by the Hev Tony Higton, the Essex rector whe implies, we whi hoid e
rought the lssue befere the Syned, He said homosexuslity Eus beljeve 2 ur !
was widespread ainong Chureh of England clergy snd ntust ltllr.v I all spherey of
be driver out. And he told how: %ﬁl o v can :
Homasezual praciice became 50 rampant In one Angliean ‘%th the Bymod meeting in -
thenlogical college that students from another coliege were the full glare d-%um .
forbldden by staff to visls it At one Joint sbudy day, o Sry G2 by eniber
student was soliclied severa! times by different people. At m = Pdmam Jendor
another college, 6  stalf safy 'mnnl'nmg i Dr
i member made tmproper Buncio restated his view', thnt ‘
approaches to & collergue although by ¥ in
arid a studeg. Jrrong, Bompeextialy . ary, qw
rector who wos o declared el ‘b"“ﬁ
iRl S M At
with ﬁ"ﬁl’lé‘é pu{'lphleta ml}‘ OI'VI
Boetern. omo', ‘gay’ and ‘Jes- The Bynod o
en' became part-of the voeab- Tefeoted 4 move
ulney of the playground i the Johnsos, -
chureh’a junior sghool, The . Floar inember
Tactor resigned followln& & con- bian Cay
victlon for child molesting, He went, that . would - have |
g:.l!_m?leen aphoiated to another - church wmmm ]
) m%n 2
Condemned T, YR ray for chrel
Ong priest putsied o loyman ‘marriages’. R
who  was gusted bly his Mr Higton from Ha !
advenoes, and viglenbly Boiex, wis Jested by demon-.
assaulted o householder who, strators ‘M’m ! .
refused to let him mee the - don Labour :
aobject of his desires, . e e .
Ancther priest wes conviated reespansible for
of gross ludecency In s public homosexuals, . .. -
é?‘l)lgg.w[{wu mgvtlzdmtg B Irmw K o
©0; - E P
smllar  oftence, %St esgnpcs ; wdehﬂc. 'U‘l‘: tf::\re achle
wilh & Susponsion, . il declaration thal,
I don't Wnow any yey an"w,,;"""'ﬁ;;’fﬂi}g{g,‘;“f 0“"‘; - Il;mdnml.mWe. |
| viesns — wa've bocome o Em n, grea
nation of glum viearal || Gt veause ahe had “seen
Turn 19 Page 2, Col, &

, Warld Wide:10, Fenigil:13-1




Irish Independent
12" November 1987

(zay parsons are
given reprieve

A RECTOR'S call to oust

preotising:  homosexuals

from the clergy was Te-
jected decisively by the

. Ohwroh of Ergland general -
- sviod  vesterdgy, when
.they wvoted for a.bishep's,
amendmenit 'tomng dﬂwn_ :

the wording X
The ct)mple

sexual. morality issue, con-
cenfrating - ‘mainly .on  re-

‘ported growing nunthers of

homosexuals - among = the

Clergy,

The scale of the vote
—" 388 to-17in favour of

the amendment - by e
- Bishop . of -Chester, “Right

Rev, Mluhaei Ba-u@hem —_

- surprised. igos, observers

at tie syaod, who had
-expected @ more . bibter
‘and divisive® debate..

L 4 -

“Many of us expected
the gay ‘lobby within the
church — after all; they

- have claimed that one s -

three clengymen is . now

. homosexoal — would have

been able to attract more

| votes,” sajd one,

*The  original. .. "ntotion

series ofi from Rev, Tony Higton- of

votes came ‘at’ ‘the end - of- "
a three-hour debate on ‘the

Hawkwell in 'Essex, called
for -a return to .Biblical

standard " of sc}.ulal‘

moratity, with sex only
permissible ’between man
and - wife,

Fornication,, adl,ull;tery and
homosexaal acts  were
sinful in ail crcumstances,
and cdergymen’s - jobs

should be conditional “on, -
upholding - exemplary
morality, hxs mormon de-’:

clared.

The synod voted for'=
this motion - by 403 to 8,

-~ .

with 13 abstentions, but
that was after it had been
effectively rewritten by
the successfui amendment
from .the Bishop of
Chester,

The -Bishop had talked
of “chastity and fidelity
in personal rclationships”,
adding that. sexual- inter-

‘course was an act “of

total  commuitment - which
belongs properly within a
permanent” married rela
tionship”.

His further affirmation
“that homosexual genital
acts also fell short. of this
ideal”, was amended by
an addltm,u swocessfu]ly
maoved by Rev. . P. R.
Forster, :of" Durham and
Newcastle - . Universtnes,
dayiig - such acts ‘‘are
likewise to be met by a
(.‘d]LVtO repentance and the
exercise of compassion.”




The Irish Times

12" November 1987

Synod cbnd_emns
homosexual acts but

not homosexuals

From Robert Nowell, . . -
in London ' ;

THE CHURCH of England's
General Synod yesterday  voted
decisively “in condemnpation of
homosexual activities, It avoided
both the censorious ripour of the
original motion put forward by
the Rev Tony Higton, Rector of
Hawkwell, Essex, and the per-
missiveness of an amendment
reflecting “the views of the Les-
/ and Gay Christian Move-
L ut, which found only 46 votes
in its favour and 325 against.

By 388 to 19, it atE)pted the

amendment put forward by the :

Bishop of Chester, Dr Michael calted for “appropriate disci-

Baughen, and . when this was
voted on as the substaintive
motion, it was passed by 403,
voles to eight with 13 abstentions:

The synod thus affirms that the
Biblical and traditional teachings
on chastity and. fidelity in per-
sonal relationships was a response
to, and expression of, God'’s love
for each one of us; that “sexual
intercourse’ is .an act of total
commitment which belongs
properly within a permanent mar-
tied relationship;” that fornication
and adultery were sins ~against
this ideal, to be,; met by a call to
repentance and the exercise of
compassion; and that homosexual
genital acts also fell short of this
ideal and were to be dealt with in
the same way. .

But the synod did not see itself

#s sanctioning any kind of witch-
hunt, even though the immediate
reaction of members of the Les-
bidn and Gay Christian Movement
was to see its vote as providing
theological justification for
“queer-bashiutg". Indeed, Mr
Higton himself, repudiated any
such idea and said he was against
the rejection or persecution of
anyone. What he wanted was
Godly discipline which upheld the
teaching of scripture.

The synod, however, 4as not
50 keeti- on such Godly disciplines
being spelt out. An amendment
from Mr Higton’s ally, the Rev
David Holloway, would have

pline” among the clergy in cases
of sexual immorality. But this was
nafrowly defeated, with a
majority of the bishops and clergy
against it and only & majority of
the laity supporting it,

The Bishop of Chester stated
firmly that, biologically, homo-
sexual genital acts were always a
lie, a deception, but went on to
show his sgmpathy for homo-
sexuals, “While having no sym-
pathy whatsoever with the fla-
Frant ‘promotion of homosexual
ifestyles, which draws many into
its_activitios who are not ofienta-
ted that way,” he said, *‘we must

‘recognise the enormous pressures

of sexual urges in those who. are
enuinel and strongly
omosexually orientated, not by
their own action,

“They cannot choose marriage
or to sin in adultery, If they
‘burn’ as St Paul puts it, they
cannot marry,” But Dr Baughen
emphasised that, in the light of
the New Testament call to holi-
ness, “heterosexual promiscuity
ot the promotion of homosexual
enital acts and even so-called
omosexual marriages are not
only a sordid falling short, bu
contrary to and incompatible with
the grace and holiness of God.”

By contrast, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie,
seemed to take a gentler line. He
could not accept the extreme
claim that homosexual unions

were simply alternative lifestyles |
to Christian marriage. “But,” he !
said, “while there are both homo-
sexual and heterasexual people
whose conduct js undisciplined,
self-céntred and out of control,
questions arise over our response
to homosexuals who are seeking
to  behave responsibly towards
other people, wﬁo are not sleep-
ing around, not molesting
children, not breaking up other
eople’s marriages and
riendshigs.

“In the face of much cruel
gr,e'udicc, I want to insist that to
e homosexual by nature is to be
a full human being, that they have
human rights like the rest of us.
We need to listen to what such
homosexuals say about their
situation,"
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AT  YESTERDAY'S  General
Syniod debate on  hemosexual
clergymen a compromlse amend-
ment by the Bishop-of Chester,
the Rt Rev Michael Baughen, was
passed gverwhelmingly, although
the Rev Tany Higton’s motion
condemning fornication, ndultery

n
pmifif"
The voting was 388 to 19,

< The bishop’s amendment
“geemed to réaffirm Mr Higton’s
"straightforward convictions but

of words to make raom for widely
differing Interpretations.

There was nothing unnatural
in the way In which Mr Higton
and the Rey Richard Kirker, of
the Lesbian and Gay Chrlstian
Movement, both stated that they
were content with the outcome.

his motion had been watered

‘ were alning for,” he added.
The spectacle of Synod mem

Ivld Holloway, [eaping to their feet

anil.fgmosewal acts, which it
! n%u@ Jhave._been of
hic viloe H catrvied ment éarliér, -

in a sufficiently greater number .

Mr Higton said he did not believe-

down. “F got atmost everything we-

berssecking publicity can be reés
pugitant to & neutral observer.:
Peteit Bruinvels and the Rev Da-.

FeIE T : o U A i Sy ; GRS 7 Rk, . I
Deep in thought: The Bishop of Winchester, the Rt Rev Colin James (left), the Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, the Rt Rev
John Dennis (ceitre), and the Bishop of Edmonton, the Rt Rev Brian Masters, at the General Synod in Westminster yesterday.

Compromise on homosexu

By Andrew Brown, Religious Affairs Correspondent

at the end of each speech as fast
as other Synod members started
‘to applaud, must have had on
many members innocent of these
practices the same repellent ef

fect as the propaganda of the Les-

Man and s GayiGhelatis

Mr Holloway denounced the
Sweb of susplcion and tumour”
which had led to “charges of a ho-
masexual mafia” in the church
“gven in high places”. In case we
had failed to get the message
about this web of suspicion and
rumout, he went on to say that
“too many of us have first-hand
knowledge * of what is being
alleged”, :

Those who listened to his
speech could only gain second-
hand knowledge; he alleged, for
instance, that there exists an An-
glican training college where can-
‘didates for ordination are inter-

«viewed with thelr wives, - girl-

-friends, or boyfriends, according

Vto taste, He sald he.knew of a
~large comprehensive in which the
sixth form had beén lectured on

b-Move-

¢

gender by a homosexual who an-
nounced he was living with an An.
glican priest whose bishop fully
approved of their relationship.

Mr Higton offered our imagi-
nations the spectacle of a thealog-
leal:  college. - o1 Ey
sodomlcal fhat. stiidents® frofft
other colleges'were forbidden to
vislt for fear.of belng proposi-
tioned two or three times a day.

The bishops scemed to remain
unmoved by such storles. But if
even hadf are true there cannot be
4 hishap in the church who is not
aware of the existence of homo-
sexual clergy and who has not
had to deal with the resulting
prablems, They tend to belieyve
that they denl with them pretty
well as things are.

The real fight of the day was
over My Holioway's amendment
to the Bishop of Chester’s amend-
ment, which exhorted bishops to
discipliné appropriately ihe af-
fected clexgy, This suggested ob-
jective or public criteria by which
“gppropriate discipline” might
be judged, and was clearly unac-

A

7L spectacularly:

HERBIE KNOTT

al clergy

THERE WAS NO
REAL DEMAND

TN

ceptable ta the bishops, most of
whom voted against it. But a con-
siderable number, among them
* both archbishops and the Bigh-
aps of Oxford and Durham, ab-
stained, '
Synod report, page 6
Letier, page 23
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Needles for AIDS

CUPUNCTURE has proven
effective in treating AIDS .
sufferers, 2 US doctor told an |
international seminar in Beijing on
natural medicine, the New China
News Agency reported. Dr Mike |
Smith was quoted as saying that
acupuncture provided long-term
prevention and protection from
AIDS and lowered the incidenice of
relapses, — (AFP)
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PINE GV AR OTAN Thoesleyy Nevesber 12 i

Ho, we'ré not Suggasting o new way of lovemaking, And no, . woy o dromaticcliy redvea your chances of caiching the virys. newsogents, garages, clbs, record sfotes,  suparmarkats gpd

we don't want 1o praach, . ‘ Condoms will graatly seduca the chances of the virus passing  chamists, What makas- Metes; coubly effectiv) though, s whor
We'd just ke evaryons to use g bif of (ommon sanse. . fram ona person 1o another, ’ we'll be dolng with alf profits from Mates Kealthears Lrg,
Bstause making love today is iskiar 1han t usad to be. Lvery Wikich Is why e started Motes Hechcars, B Wa'll be providing ardirg, vidaas' ang aducotion I *Safy
tima that yau sleep wath sameans, you'e also slasping with off Wa wank t0 moke condoms Mot atcossible and, ot the Sax" tochniques - ol specifically lurgetted ol young pegple,
the other peogls tay've avgr slept with, Which axplains 1hs - stme fime, cate monay 1o kely stop g spioad of AIDS, We dlso plai 1o give monay 1o wunseling servies ong
smeod of sexually transmitted disauses lika AIDS, Hhates is 0 new range of condoms; hospicas far taoss dying of Ih disaose. ’
Aiready, 2000 hatarasexpal #2091z in this <ounty hava baon Including Notural Mates, Ribbed Mates and Colgureq Hatas, In shont, we'll be doing everything we con ta provids praclico! .
infected with the vitys. In Now York, A105 15 Ihe biggest kiler of ol of which cotry tha BS1 Kite-mark, adice and asslstance 1o help stop the spread of AIpS,
wonien batween 25-35, fifish Modicg) Associatlon figures ugges Thay cast less than ather condams but they'e jusi os raliahle Sex 15 o Fuct of ife.
that up o 100,000 peapls wil be ifacted in Britaln by 1991, {1 foct, Ihey'se made by ane of K war's lorgest manutacturers), 5o, unf Wt ADS. Please, whan you moke lovs,
But it's nol all doom ond gloam, Barausa there 5 o simple and thanks 1o leading ratailars, they'n avoiloble in pubs,  gonnt chuse your oyss o the dongers.

MATES. YOU MAKE LOVE, THEY MAKE SENS!,
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Synod takes soft line on gays

By Walter Schwarz,
Religlous Affalrs
Correspondent

The Chirch of England's gen-
cral synod yosterdey rejected a...

E : 4. crugadi
qeex vicar that homogexi
clergymen  should sack
and that “fornication, adultery
and homosexual acts ara sinful
In all elreumstances,”

Bul the vote in [avour of a
wilder motfon — 403 to elght
with 13 abslentions — came
after much heart searching on
whether  homosexunl — genital
acls were sinful. A proposal to
apply “appropriate discipline”
to sexually offending clergy
was approved by lay memhers
but rojected by the separate
housss of clargy and bishops.

A consensus emerged that

the Church should stand for
chaslity and that hamosexual
genital arts fall short of thatl
ideal. "The Bishop of Chestor,
the Right Hev. Michasl Bau-

the  mejority

view when ho said sueh acts
weore $inful but loss so than
or theft,

Bishop's gamblt, page 6
—r———————

His successiu] amendiment af-
firmed  biblieal teaching on
chastity, declaring also thal for-
nicatlon and adultery were sins
against this ldeal.

But lustead of calilng for the
romaval of homosoxual priests,
the amendment said that “all
Chifstians are called 1o bo ox-
emplary In all spheres of mo-

rality, tncluding sexwal mar-
ailty, and that holiness of fife is
particularly required of Chris-
tmﬁ%:adars,';h "

 was the victary
I twd devs for ;zbersl viows
against the ineveasinply vocif-
crous demands — revently sup-
ported by Mrs Thatcher — that
the Church should given a
clearer moral lead on homoscy-
uallty. On Tuesday the synod
hed veted for a compassionate
rather than a judpmental ap-
proach to Alds victims,

The Archbishop of Cantor
bury, Dr Robert Runele, said:
“To be alongsilz the sinner
without going along with the
slit has always been ene of the
great pasioral difficulties of the
Church; and if eritles 1oday
*  Turm to back page, cnl, 5
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think we have been too silent
about sin in our efforts not to
turn away from the sinner they
may well be right. We can only
plead that Jesus incurred criti-
cism on the same grounds.”
The closest division was _on
the proposal from the Rev
David Holloway of Newcastle
that “appropriate discipline
among the clergy should be
exercised in eases of sexual

immorality.” When this was
defeated in a show of hands,
Mr Holloway's supporters in-
sisted on a division by Heuases.

The result showed lay mem-
bers veady to exert such disci-
pline {136 votes to 84), but the
clergy voted. against (82 to 138)
and the preat majority of the
bishops abstained (five voted in
favout, 14 against).

Putting his case for cohdeit-
nation and discipline of gay
priests, the Hssex vicar, the
Rev Tony Higton, sail: “I be-
lteve bishops know avout such
things but are, in many cases,
avoiding the cost of discipline.
This will no longer do. Some of
those who call for us to support
cominitted, faithful homosexual
relationships are hypecritically
involved in many relationships
themselves.”

‘The Rev Malcolm Johnson of
St Bololph's Church in the City
of London, which hosis the
- offices of the Lesbian and Gay
Christian Movetnent, called for
“definite encouvagement ... of
stability, commitment and per-
manence in all himan refation-
ships™ without condemning
homosexuals. .

Mr Johnson, whose amend-
ment wag defeated by 325 to 46,

8 v L o saitl1 Mr H'{gtgn's m%!utm “uhxiu-

s s to combat promis-

AND DID THOSE FEET? A stenogtapher gives her CIBW $TUS 0 JOAJL AT
toes a breather while the Archbishop of Canterbury sable relationships it will have

listens to the Synod debate, Picture by Kennath _Saunders the opposite cffect.”
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