National
HIV & AIDS
Archive %

Print Media

21st to 30th November 1987

HIV Ireland R A E
1987 -— 2017 £ 8 ¥ Y

1 'lgz-l. F © _"_‘?‘
' B TR
Mo P




Evening Press
21" November 1987
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o L4
Team ‘has
; - @
‘found
i wm e ow o )
Aids cure

A Franco-Zaire research.
team has developed an Aids
vaccine,an official . source said
vesterday. ) :

The official szid details of-
the. . wvaccine - would bé
announced at a news confér-
‘ence to ‘he’ given by Zairels
Information’ Minister in -Kin-.
shasa tomorrow.

The official called the devel:
opment -of | the vaccine ‘'an:
irnportant victory against the:
mysterious disease Aids™

A TFrench researcher, Daniel
Zagury of the Pierre and
Marie Curie Univesity, innocu-
lated himself and several Zai-
rean volunteers with a vaccine
more than one year ago.
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Branson
deal hurts
LIG

London International Group
(LIG) found itself involved in
an unusual dispute over mar-
ket share and saw its shares
fell 4 to 213%p. Turnover was
thin, although dealers reported
a wave of activity after news
that Mr Richard Branson had
—sardTtRe ehhdom brand Mates’
o Pacific Dufilol, the diversi-
““f{el AUSLIAliAN manujacturing
gTOUp Which prew Out Of the

oid Punlop co . '
The Mates deal gives Pacific

Dunlop an _eniry_into the 1J
ranced condom market to add

to its domunant position 1 the
non-branded market. There

wWas a buzz of interest among
anhalvsts when the gale state-
ment cianned for Mates a 25
per Tt UK Erket share. As_ .

—BTE commented: Given that
LIG claims to have around 90
per cent of the market, there is
considerable scope for debate
here, Clearly both claims can- |
not be true, but the lack of |
independent market research |
‘makes it almost impossible for
objective observers to judge
the issue.”

Yesterday’s news followed a
recent' set of disappointing
results fromn LIG, but dealers
were quick to alleviate any
gloom, There was strong US
buying interest last week in
the shares which are perceived
to be cheap, and several bro-
kers have the stock on their
list of likely takeover stocks.
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'Haemophiliacs
‘to ask for

Aids fund ..

by LORNA DONLON

THE Irish Haemophitiac
Society is to ask the
government to provide a
special fund for haemo-
philiacs infected by the Aids
virus.

This follows the an-
nouncement by the British
government last week that it
| was setting up a £10 million
| fund to help 1,200
haemophiliacs infected
through contaminated
blood preducts.

“While the British
government has said this isa
fund rather than compensa-
tion for haemophiliacs, it
does not get round the fact
that these people have
suffered a moral wrong,”
said Brian O’Mahony, the
new chairman of the Irish
Hacmophiliac Society." And
the government here can’t
ignore the fzct that it alsoc.
has a moral responsibility to
do something.”

There are approximately
108 haemophiliacs with the
‘Aids antibodies in this
country. A further eight
peaple have developed full-
blown Aids. Four of these
have died,

“The problem here is the
very same as in England,”
according to Brian
O’Mahony. “These people
with the Aids antibodies are
haemophiliacs infected by

‘States.

-medical treatment _whic{h

was .meant to keep them
well, And while the majority
of ghase people contracted
th®Aids antibodies before |
1986, there is no. way ofy
knowing that other hacmo?
philiacs wili not develop the
disease over the next few
years."” L o
While- haemophiliacs are
not top of the list of Aids
yvictims in this countty, they
are proportionally the
worst-affested  group. At
least -one incthree haemo-
philiags has now got Alds.
antibodies as a result of
receiving infected blood
products from abroad,
mainly from the United

The disease was trans-
mitted between ‘1981 and
1984 before any test was
developed to screen blood
donors for the Aids virus.
The clotting preparation
which transmitted the
antibodies, Factor VIII, is
now supplied enlirety by
Irish sources, and all blood
donors have been tested for
Aids antibodies since 1985,

One or two haemophiliacs
have already considered
taking legal action over the
issue, says Brian O’Mahony,
but for the moment the
society is not considering
this as a serious option.
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n Liz still leads
war against AlIDs

ELIZABETH TAYLOR, one of Hollywood's first anti.
AIDS crusaders, is still its. foremost. As national
chairwoman of the Ametican Foundation for AIDS
Research, she says her anger over npathy to the health
threat ted her to an absolute commjtment to- finding a
' cure. :

’ Active even before her close friend, Rock Hudson,
dled of the killer, she recently raised, 2.5 million dollars
for AIDS rescarch in just one week, with appearnaces in
New Jersey, Washington D.C. and at an Art Agpainst
ALRDS auction at Sotheby's in New York. i
. Addressing  the  Nationat : Press Club  n
Washington, she said: “I won’t tell you the names of
some of the people (in Hollywood) who refused to have
their names identified (with AIDS fund-raising) because

it would blow your mind.” ' o v
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Aids tests
for doctors

Dear Sir, ,
Most sane doctors will have sym-
pathy with the anxieties of pa-
tients, and the concern expressed
regarding doctors with  Aids
(leading article, 17 November), It
is, however, monstrous to suggest
a witchhunt of the type men-
tioned in‘some papers with com-
pulsory annual blood tests for all
doctors at the “sharp end”,

This attitude is sharply at vari-
ance with the similar campaigns
in the same press for absolute |

- confidentiality and against rou-
tine testing of patients,

‘The confidentiality afforded to
patients is daily putting at risk the
carers, who have no right of access
to information about patients
‘who may have diseases such as
hepatitis B or Aids,

If T and many others are to be
subjected to annual tests, so-that
the public may have sputious pro-
tection from the hypothetical risk
of acquiring discase from carers,
surely we in the professions have
an equal right to information
about, and protection from, the
much larger population outside
who may put us, our families, and
our other patients at risk, ¥

This morning my staff were
confronted by three patients from
one accident, all bleeding, and all
needing immediate care, Surely
my staff are more at risk than
most of our patients from such
contact?

Yours faithfully,

Dr COLIN FLOWERS

Accident Centre
Cheltenham Spa
Gloucestershire
16 November




Irish Times

23" November 1987

Condom:

campaign

Sir — The opinion of
many poorple that “‘Pop
ha§ a debasmg influence
on young people would
seem to be confirmed by
the recent line-out of pop
stars advocating the use
of condoms @s an alleged
pratection against AIDS.

Can these “stars” really
be "as  ignorant of the
sttbject a8 they appear, or
are they fnvolved in a
sordid commercial arrang.
ement, Condoms have. a
failure rate of at least
five per cent and this ad-

League,
148 Bothar Cluain Tarbh,;l

"t

mitted even by those wh&"
promote their use as .1
contraceptive. "y

By encouraging the:
young to think they can

indilge in sex withowt’ |
tQ" ;

exposing  themselvas.
the risk of AIDS, Bol':
Geldof, who is admired,”
by many because of hig;
aid to the famine wict s.,
of FEthiopia. can bard
be seen. as doitg a servici,
to young people by assists’)
ing this campaign. i
MARY KENNEDY

Hon, Se:c:"
The Irish Family

A

Baile Atha Cliath 3.
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he increase in Aids-related
deaths is posing difficul questions
lor the British insurance industry
in the way it handles life assurance
applications, The responses so far
have been panicky and discrimi-
natory. While male homosexuals
have been the main focus of
insurers' attention, this scems
Hikely to change as the discase
spreads into the general popula-
tion. The expericace here con-
trasts with that in America, where
similar iniliatives by insurance
companics have been  closely
moritored and controlled by gov-
ernment regulatory avthoritics.

A primary aim of British insur-
ers in the past year has been (o
develop life assurance application
procedures calculated 1o identify
homosexuals. Any single maje of
matriageable age applying for life
cover is liable to be Tequired to
answer a supplementary ques-
lionnaire intended to cstablish his
sexual orientation. False or
misleading answers can lead (o
invalidation of the policy.

As in the past, an applicant may
be required to authorize the
insurer 1o seck information from
his GP. Now, however, the doctor
is likely 1o be asked about the
patient’s sexual orientation as well
as his medical history. (To its
credit, the British Medical Associ-
ation has urged the insurance
companies 10 drop such ques-
tions.)

Il an insurance company —
applying  whatever criteria it
chooses — decides (hat the ap-
plicant may be homosexual, it can
on_the basts of this finding azlone
refuse cover or offer it at a
significantly hgher premium.

The majority of those contract-
ing Aids in Britain up to now have
been male homosexuals, But this
cunnot logically justify a decision
that any given individual should
have his aceess to insurance cover
denied or impeded solely on the
basis of his purported sexual
orientation, irrcspective of
whether his particular medical
liistory contains concrete indica-
von of an increased risk,

A greater mortality risk arises

Wanted: a new
~insurance
policy on Aids

by Wesley Gryk

not from membership of 2 particu-
lar social group but rather from
exposure 10 the Aids virus through
sexual or  other circumstances
which may apply (o a far broader
band of the population. This
blanket discrimination exhibited
by the insurance industry against
single males suspected of homo-
sexuality is disturbing.

Indeed, homosexual males 1o-
day are more likely than any other
group to recognize the risk of such
cxposure and to take sieps to
avoid it, precisely because their
community has been so seriously
affected. Fortunately, however, a
very large majority of homosexual
males in Britain have not been
cxposed to the Aids virus,

The use of blood tests by
insurers to assess the Aids risk is
likely to affect a2 much broader
group of people sceking life assur-
ance cover. Recent reports in-
dicate that some insurers plan o
make blood tests mandatory for
those applying for a high level of
life cover, "Alrcady applicants arce
routinely asked whether they have
kad the blood test which detects
the presence of antibodics to the
Aids  virus. If the answer is
aflirmative and the west results arc
positive, an application predict-
ably has little chance of success,
More surprisingly, having a test
and obtaining & negarive resull is
also likely 10 be counted against
the applicant — presumably as
indicative of & dubrous lilestyle,

For those applicants who have

not previously been tested but
who otherwise arouse the insurer's
suspicions, submitting to a blood
test has become a precondition of
proceeding with the application.
Thus an individual signing on 1o
his  employer’s  life  assurance
scheme or attempting 10 oblain an
endowment  mortgage may be
compelled to take a test which he
does not desire, which will not
afford him information on which
he can basc remedial action and
which, at worst, may profoundly
traumatise and stigmatisc him.
Whether insurers ought to have
discretion to impose such a con-
dition is a cemplex question
which should not be left 1o the
insurers alone.

Se long as such tests are
required, clear criteria need to be
established for deciding when the
test may be administered, the
standards of testing, the provision
of adequate counselling, both
before and after the west, and sirict
confidentiality.

Useful guidance can be gained
from the United States, where the
initial response of insurers was
very similar to those here. Aggres-
sive efforts were made to identifly
and exclude male homosexuals. [n
some instances particularly invid-
ious approaches were taken. such
as cxcluding all males living in
particular urban postal “zipcode™
arcas and those working in what
insurers  supposed to be “pay
prolussions™. As the tact began 10
sink i that the risk of Aids spread

much further, broader sirategies
were developed. At least one
insurance company is alleged to
have relused automatically all
apphcations from residents of San
Francisco.

. But in the United States, as
indeed in many other countrics.
Insurers are subject to close super-
vision by independent regulatory
bodies who have responded force-
fully to such approaches.

By the end of last year, a survey
covering 40 states showed that just
over half, including many of the
most populous states where Aids
15 most prevalent, had already
forbidden any  discrimination
whatsoever on the basis of sexual
oricntation. Since then, the Nat-
ional Association of Insurance
Commissioners (NAIC), the um-
brella organization bringing to-
gether all state insurance regul-
ators, has produced guidelines
calling for the complete elimina-
tion of such discrimination.

One third of the states surveyed
prohibited questions about prior
Aids blood tests, so that individ-
uals with particularly strong rea-
sons 1o be tested — such as a
woman considering having a child
— would not be deterred for fear of
beccoming  uninsurable.  Seven
states reported prohibiting the use
of bicod tests by insurers al-
together.,

The cmergence in the  last
decades of the 20th century of a
scrious, previously unknown dis-
casc requires a re-assessment of
assumptions with which we have
learned 10 live comfortably. The
British insurance industry faces a
major challenge in undertaking its
responsibilitics in this arca. When
suggestions have been made in the
past that this industry should he
subjected 1o greater  outside
regulation. it has  always  re-
sponded that i can be counted on
10 regulate itself responsibly and
for the common good. The Aids
coisis has provided a difficult 1est
of that assertion,

([ Times Newspapers, 1987.
The authar s an omternationa!
lanver  speciahizing i himan
rrehis fawe
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|..Crack-down

- . .

on Aids
The West German city of |
Frankfurt is considering forci-'
t| bly interning prostitutes who'

are Aids carriers but refuse
to stop working.. :
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AIDS therapy
prolongs life

SECRET medical trials show
a new treatment could sig-
nificantly prolong the lives
of AIDS sufferers, a British
research group said yester-
day.

“This is not a cure. How-
ever, it has prolonged life
and if it manages to do that
for any reasonable length .of
‘time then it deserves serious
studyt’, said lan ‘Ward-
Baskin, technical director of
the International Society of
Biophysical i Medicine - where
the treatment was devel-
oped. : :

He'
derived from
for drug addicts, had- been
tested secretly under the
auspices - of the National
Health Service.

said the =~ therapy,
a treatment

Details were being kept
secret to avoid authotities
in the arca where the trials
took place from  being
swamped with inquiries, he
said.

The treatment, which
boosts the body's immune
system, involves using elec-
trodes to transmit tiny im-
pulses to the skin.

Volunteers suffering from
Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome were tested and
expetienced & sighificant, im-
provement, Mr. Ward-
Baskin said.

One victim, only given 24
hours to live, gained 42 lbs
after the treatment and six
months later is living an ap-
parently near-normal life, he
said.
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Top U.S. Expert on AIDS May Establish
A Privately Funded Research Institute é

”/‘W/?m By MARILYN CHASE
Staff Beporter of THRE WALL S1rens JOURNAL
SAN FRANCISCO - Robert C. Gallo, the
-cancer virologist with the National Insti-
tutes of Health who has emerged as the
U.S.'s foremost researcher on acquired
immune deficiency syndrome, is consider-
Ing founding a privately funded, university-
based AIDS research institution.

Oue of his possible backers is thought to_

be British pubiisher Robert Maxwell

br. Gallo, 50
years old, is chief of
the TLaboratory of
Tumor Cell Biology
at the Natlonal Can-
cer Insiitute, a unit
of the Rethesda, Md.-
based NIH. Aiter 22
years at NIH, he is
- contempiating quit-
ting the 15.8. agency
to create a nonprofit,
institute for the study
of human viruses and
their role in cancer,
immune deficiency

Robert C. Galle

and neurological disorders such as multipie
sclerosis.

But no declsion has heen reached. .

Dr. Gallo did not immediately rveturn:
tefephone calls.

“Looking at these viruses and clarifylng

- their role In disease is a dream we ail have,”
said Dani Bolognesl, a Duke University
cancer and AIDS specialist. The collabora-
tor and. frlend of Dr. Gallo confirmed such
an enterprise has been under discussion for
" two years.
© Although the hrilliant and volatile Dr.
Gallo has been involved In important AIDS
- research for most of this decade, a research
* institute could provide a single, well-funded
research setting for scientists from many
different laboratories.
Dr. Gallo and his group are credited with

making positive identification of a virus as -

the cause of AIDS, following the first
isolation of that virus by Lue Montagnier of
the Pasteur Institute in Paris. The French-

American rivalry spawned a lawsuit, set-
tled in March when the two researchers

agreed to an equal sharing of credit and
royalties from the sale of AIDS blood-test
_kits. After years of wrangling over nomen-
clature, the virus has been named HIV, for
human {mmuncdeficiency virus.
-Discussions so far have focusaed on three
possible sites for the research institute, The

Washington Post earlier this week reported

that Johns Hopkins University had emerged
as the front-runner. But later, a spokesman
for the university sald {{ was no longer
talkking with Dr. Gallo after financial

?] income increases of 50%

<

sponsors withdrew their proposal.

Duke and Yale universities are also
candidates, and are said to still be negotiat-
ing, Dr. Bolognes] said.

James Wyngaarden, NIH director, said a

" departure by Dr. Gailo would be “‘a major
loss™ and ‘‘a very serious setback’ not just
for the 1.8, government’s fight agalnst
AIDS, but for the anti-AIDS effort in general
because it would likely take Dr. Gallo a year

to regroup and gear up his research team..

Dr. Wyngaarden pointed out that Dr.
Gallo makes between $70,000 and $80,000 a
year plus a share of patent royalties, and |

" has recently had his lab space increased, He

also noted it would be difficult to duplicate .
the agency's concentration of scientific

. talent and resources elsewhere. Neverthe-
‘ilt‘less. most venture capitalisis can secure
§

to 100% for
sclentists who join the private sector.

Venture capitalists have been courting

researchers to join private ventures. In
addition, many of the country’s major

; I many of the U.8.'s most esteemed AIDS

' ¢ venture-capital firms now are engaged in

funding AIDS-related research enterprises.
Two principal groups have emerged in
discussions regarding Dr. Gallo: American
financiers David and Issac Blech, and Mr.
Maxwell, chairman of Oxford-based Max-

o

ciers with a ﬂair for biotechnology ven-
tures ~had been said by competitors to be
amassing a $100 million war chest to invest
. In such a venture, involving capital infu-
sions from the insurance industry, now
exposed to heavy AIDS-related claims.

Market Plunge Cited

But sources close to the negotiations said
the Blech brothers withdrew thelr funding
proposal on Tuesday, citing investors’ im-

patlence and fallout from the Qct. 19 stock’

market plunge, which has made funding
more precarious,

It isn't clear how any veniure capitalist
would make money from a research insti-

tute that is expected to be nonprofit. But .

some speculate that any practical products
emerging from a research lnstitute could
later be licensed (o companies.

The Blech brothers have a long track
record in becking biotech companles, in-
cluding Nova Pharmaceuticals Ine, of Balti-
more, Cambridge Biosclences Inc. of Cam-
bridge, Mass., and the Genetics Systems
unit of New York-based Bristol-Myers Co.

Mr. Maxwell, who has declined to discuss
his investmenc plans, was said to have
wooed Dr. Gallo 1ast summer. It isn't known
whether Mr. Maxwell ig still courting the
U.8. scleatlst, but he was said to be pursuing

f

other officials of the Department of Health

and Human Services —of which the NIH is a
part-for such a research instituta.
Suitors are pursuing not only Drs. Gatlo
and Bolognesi, but other promineni Na.
tional Institutes of Health researchers as
well, including Samuel Broder, director of

_clinical oncology at the Natjonal Cancer

Institute. Dr. Broder's tiny lab first discov-
ered the antl-AIDS activity of the drug AZT

and fested it in patients. AZT subseguently |
was developed and sold by the Burroughs- |

Wellcome Co., under the brand nams
Retrovir, as the first 17.8. Food and Drug !
Administration-approved drug for the fatal
condition, Burroughs-Wellcome is a unit of

i Wellcome PLC of London, [
Dr. Broder, however, has sald he has noi

plans to leave government service, . |

December Meeting

Separately, officials of the Pasteur Insti-
tufe in Paris said that Drs. Montagnier and
Gallo have scheduled a meeting in early
December to discuss a foundation growin
out of their legal setilement in March. Th
two are expeected to pool the proceeds o
test-kit royaities and apply them to AID
research. i

But the French-American foundation

while it wounld give the two erstwhile rivals

greater chance to cooperate, is believe
separate from the university-based instiut
now under discussion by Dr, Gallo and hi
1.8, associates.

In Paris, a Pasteur spokeswoman denie
that Dr, Montagnier has plans to emigra
to the U.8. “Oh no,” said Caroline Chalne i
a telephone Interview. “They will collab
raie, but I spoke to Prof. Montagnier th
afternoon and he didn’t say anything aboy
relocating "
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‘How

AIDS i seen as a men’s
. disease, Of the 27 people
who are reported to have
AIDS in this couniry, 26
ape “~men., Of the 657
known to have contracted
the virus which causcs
AIDS, less than 160 are
_women; .

. But AIDS has special
Implications for women as

wives, airl Iriends,
mothers and enre-givers,
In a country Like Ire-
land where the main pre-
vention offered is chastity,
where condoms sve  not
widely accepted, where
abortion and steralization
is not an option, there are
particular problems, .
It will be interesting to

“and the

hear how Diane Richard«

son deals with them at

the Women’s Political As-
sociation ‘Focus on
Women' day at Tury's
Hotel on Saturday.

A social psychologist at
Sheflield University, she is
the author of “*Women
AIDS  Crisig”?,
published earlier this year,

Aids will change relationships

It  gives comprehen,ive
facts about AIDS, in- °
¢luding how women can"
avoild contracting it, and

how they can cope with
caring fox a sufferey,
Diane Richar.dson
believes  that  for  the
heterosexual  community
in general, AYDS glves an

= i 4 i gy

opportunity to  improve
l relationshipss “What
might come qut of all this
is a change in rela
tionships. Since the turn
of the century, man have
not had to think ahout
the consequences of their
sexnal behaviour n any
serious way

“It has always becn
i women who were more at
" risk  from sex.” From
| pregoancy. from acquiring
F a bad reputation. =l’§ow
AIDS; “We now might
learn that sex Ig notl a
bargain, and that women
have a right to say what :
they want or doo't want |}
“te do”, . Tl
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Bristol-Myers Is Cleared |
To Test Anti-AIDS Vaccine |

AP-Dow JoNES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON - Bristol-Myers Co.
received U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approval to begin tests in human -
beings of an experimental vaceine to:
prevent infections with the HIV virus
that causes acquired Immune deficlency
syndroine,

This is the second experimental AIDS
vaccine approved for human testing. The
first, an insect cell culture-derived vac-
cine made by Microgenesys Inc., was

approved for human trials Aug. 18
Bristol-Myers said the vaccine is
| made from vaccinia virus. Vaccinia 1s
| the virus from which smallpox vaccine
has beer made, into-which the genes for
| the surface, or envelope, proteins from
HIV have been inserted by recombinant
DNA techniques.

The New York-based pharmaceutical
and toiletries company said researchers
believé the protelns, though not in
themselves infectious, will stimulate the
" body to produce antibodies that may be
protective against HIV infection.

Studies ‘of the new vaccine will be
carried out at the Pacific Medical Center
under the direction of Dr. Lawrence |
Corey, director of virology at the Univer- .
sity of Washington School of Medicine. |

Bristol-Myers said the vaccine will be |
tested in 30 to 60 healthy homosexual |
volunteers who aren’t infected with the
AIDS virus, A control group of volunteers
will receive smallpox vaccine.

FDA Commissioner Dr. Frank E.
Young called the vaccine a ‘“major step
In recombinant vaccine development,”
but he emphasized that many guestions
remain to be resolved.
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Doctors given Aids warning |

DOCTORS were wamned yesterda
that they could be struck off the medi‘t
cal register if they contract the Aids

virus but ignore expert advice to stgp'

practising.
Sir John Walton, president of the
doctors’ governing body, the General
Medical Council, ' announced tough
_ guidelines for the Eroquion.
In s statement he gaid'it was unethi-
" cal for doctors who knew or suspected

.they had Aids or were HIV positive to-
continue. working without seeking

N e S e

spectalist advice. T
If they were. told to stop or limit
their worl, but failed to do so, they
were putting their patients at nsk.
Other doctors were told they should
inform health authorities if they sus-
pected a colleague had the virus but
was not following the specialist advice.
“He said: “There are well tried
arrangements~for dealing with such
cusea, They are designed to protect
tients as well as to asaist the sick
ootor,” :

Sir John issued his statement after a l‘.
special meeting of the GMC’s Stan- |
dards Committee, held in the wake of |
the Aids death of & doctor working in
the kidney unit at the London Hospi- |
tal, Whitechapel, . ‘

The Department of Health wel-
comed “the speed with which - the
GMC has acted to address this vital
issue.

“The Government will be studying
the statement carefully as a matter of
urgency,” a spokesman said.
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ids ad insurers:

you
ain’t seen nothing yet

David Worsfold Xeports on some new hard-to-digest facts on the
killer disease to be published by the Institute of Actuaries

INSURANCE

LIFE insurance companies are
on the brink of recognising that

Alds is not a problem exclusive
to homosexuals and drug abus-
ers and that by concentrating
their attention on these groups
they have been falling t¢ pro-
tect themselves -— and their
mililons of policyholders —
from the financial blizeard that
will strike in the next decade.

The Institute of Actuaries is
about to publish its latest find.
ings on the impact of Aids on
life assurers.

This will spell out for the
first time thal Alds is now 4
disease afilicting the heterosex-
ual community and that the
actlon that insurance compa-
nies take to limit their oxpo-
sure to claims arising from-

people dying of Alds-related dis-
eages must be redirected
accordingly,

Insurance companies have al.
ready run inte severe criticism
for asking all single male appli.
cants for life assurance
whether they are homosexual |
or bisexual and asking doctors !
to speculate about their pn-l
tents' sexuality. H

This approach might end up
looking mild in comparison to
what is now contemplated. To
coin a phragse popular in the
last US" presidential election:
"You ain't seen nothing yet,”

Among the recommendations
about to be produced by the
Institute of Actuaries {s that
everyone — male and femaie —
applying for life assurance of
mare than £50,000 should be
sent for a blood test for the
Aids virus. If they are found to
be carrying the HIV virus, they

i will be refused life assurance,

The lnstitule also wants to
see the questioning about *life-
style,” as it euphemistically
cills sex, extended to (nclude
questions about promiscuily,

There are already signs that
these proposals — which are
some way from being enacted !
— could provoke a severe back-
lash against insurange compa-
nes.

Insurance companles have
€ot a problem. The level of
claims (rom Alds-related deaths
will be enormous in the next
few years if a cure Is not fotnd.
It Is possibie that, if the worst

. Predictions of the spread of the

diserse come to pass. come

sent for a bleod test for the
Aids virus, If they are found to
be carrying the HIV virus, they
wll be refused life assurancs.

The institute also wants to
see the questlening about “life-
style” as it euphemistically
calls sex, extended to Include
questions about promiscuity,

There are already signs that
these proposals -— which are
acme way from being enacted
— could provoke a severe back-
lash against insurange cempa-
nies.

Insurance companies have
got a problom, The level of
claims from Aidsrelated deaths i
will be enormous In the next
few years if a cure 1a not found.
It is possible that, if the worst
predictions of the spread of the
disease come to pass, some

Jdnsurance companies could go

bust, No one wants that to
happen,

Clearly, no one should expect
insurance conipanles to cover
people who are HIV positive,
‘The latest American evidence
suggests that 85 per cent of
carrlers will develop Akls and
die within eight years. It Is a
terminal disease and Nfe assur-
ance has never been designed
to cover people who already
have a terminai disease.

‘The new proposals from the
Institute of Actuaries fail into
twe distinct categories, The
blood test proposal suggests
tackling the problent on a medi-
cal level, while the Mlfestyle
questions are much mere
stibjective,

T is such a blg step —
especlaily at such a low level of
cover — that the insurance
conipanies will be cautious
abeut going down this path, i
they do contemplate i, they
will face demands to provide
counselling for peopla found to
be HIV positive as a result of
an insurance company test,

The proposals for extending
the lifestyle questions have less
merit, There is already consid-
erable concern about the Intru-
sion inio people’s private lives
by Insurance companies, with
many people inside and outside
the Industry asking whether
questioning people about their
sox lives can really be justified
simply because they have ap-
plied for an insurance policy,

Asking questions about pro-
miscuity would probably not
make a lot of sense anyway;
after all, one person's promis-
culty might be another person’s
near cellbacy, so getting a
meaningful answer will zot be
aasy.

Even if all these proposals
were aeeepted by the insurance
companies, the Institute of Ac-
tugries still says that premiums
will have to rise. There are
suggestions that premiums for
younger age groups — whu will
bear the brunt of the Alds
epldemic — could double in the
riext few years.
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Aids robbery

SPANISH police have
detained a man alleged to
have robbed four women in
Madrid  after threatening
them with a needle he said
was infected with Aids,
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Abortion call
for pregnan

AIDS carriers

by AILEEN O'MEARA

| WOMEN with AIDS anti
'bodies who become
. pregnant should have

i abortion facilities available
to allow them to terminate

their {:)regnancies, a British
psychologist ‘and

AIDS expert told a women’s

conference in Dublin
yesterday. )
| © Ms Diane Richardson,

author of the book,
Women and the AIDS
Crisis told the Women’s

“Political Association’s

annual seminar in Jury’s
Hotel that women infected
with the AIDS virus stand a
much greater risk of
developing full-blown AIDS
as a result of pregnancy
because pregnancy lowers
the immune system,
“Abortion facilities need

"to be made available so that -

women with the HIV
position virus can terminate
the pregnancy if they
choose. 1 realise this leads to

complications in countries
where abortion is illegal, but
without it, there will be a

largé increase in  infected .

babies,” said Ms Richardson.

“Hospitals in New York
are full of children with
AIDS, and they spend years
in hospitals because no-one
wants to foster or adopt
them, and their mothers are
either too ill to care for
them, or are already dead.”

That situation is something
this country is now going to
have to face, Ms Richardson
told the seminar.

A speaker from the floor
who said she was from the
“Women and AIDS Group’
in Dublin said 15% of all
people with the AIDS cirus
in the country were womer,
“There are about. 100
women with AIDS, and 30
babies have been born with
the virus.”

According to Ms Richard-
son, Ireland's proportion of
AIDS babies is twice that of
Britain, X
“About half of babies

- Association,

born with AID.S _ar"e‘ likely to
die, most ‘of them before

:'they are two years of age,

AIDS also puts a mother’s

_ life at risk. Is it not Christian
. to offer people a means of

preventing. - AIDS babies |
-ge'mg born?”®, Ms Richard-
son told the Sunday Tribune.
. During the “morning
“session, a resolution calling
for the reversal of the
decision to c¢lose  the
National Social Services
Board ~was unanimously
passed:
. The seminar was opened
by Bducation Minister Mrs
Mary O'Rourke TD, and
speakers included American
Demeocrat congresswoman
Mrs Pat Schroeder, and the
Russian editor of the
influential Soviez Woman
magazine, Nelya Ramaza-
nova. Mrs Ina Broughall,
¢ national President of -the
“Irish Countrywomen’s
. and opera
singer Bernadette Greevy .
also addressed the busy
seminar.
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Aids book
for APSO
volunteers

The growing problem of
Aids in developing' countries
has - prompted APSO, ‘the
State-funded Agency for, Per-
sonal Service Overseas, to pro-
duce a booklet on the killer
desease for volunteers plan-
ning to work overseas, .

The booklet, Aids and the
Development Worker, gives
infermation on the illness, but
stresses that volunteers should
rnot be worried about working
in third world countries,

It warns intending volun.
teers not to accept blood
transfusions except in extreme
emergency, to check whether
the local hospital screens
blood for the Aids virus, to
avoid sex with high.risk con-
tacts, and to hring their own
syringes and needles.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

1!

Vital curiosity
that fuels

Aids research o

THE world Is struggling to cone
t0 terms with 2 new and terrible
disease. It i3 spread by sexual con-
lact and contaminated blood, i
knocks aut the body's abilily to
fend off iniection, The symprons
may tske several years 1o develop
and in thau time B infected per-
Son may unknawingly infest many
athers. In Britaln zlone, more
tran 1,000 people have gone down
with the disease and imany Iens of
thousaids are believed 2 be car-
wying it Moast of them, & scems,
+ill die. There is no vaccine ancd
1w cure,

Tf hat were all we knew about
Alds the oullook wauld be black
nieed. But we knew more.,

We know ihat Alds is caused by
virus called HIV: the Human
mmunadeficiency Virus, Virusos
wre the lowest form of life; so low
Aol many scientisis do nol regard
hwem ag ﬂcing alive at alt, i es-
ence they are simple boxes of
sencs whose sale function is to at-
ack praper, living cells and hijack
heir internal machinery ro manu-
‘aciure mre virnses, They ane cel-
ular piraics,

11V looks like a footbalt with
Ynaibs, Ten willion HIVs would
barcly eaver the lull-stop at the

end of this sentence, Al the heart
of the virus are two molecules of
RMNAL the genes thal carcy the
recipe for making more viruses,
‘The RNA i shrouded ia several
layers of protein, weapped in a
Tatty vuter-cnvelope stedded witly
knobs af proicin, The knoby are
desigred ro bind to a type of white
Blood cell known as 1 A
T-cells are 3 cruciai link in the
chain of command 1hat maeblliscs
our bady's defences against in-
va(l\'n% geems, With the T-cells
aut of action, the body ltoses its
natural resistance [o infection.
Once attacher to the T-cell, he
virus peretrates the cell meme
branz and releases iis RNA inta
the intarior. The recipe carried by
the RNA is copied into a mole-
cule of DNA, which is then ear-
ried int the nucleus of the cell
where W inserts itsell among the
cell’s vwn gencs. Genetically, it is
part of ihe cell. The virus has
gonc. s inprinl — known as the
provirus lingers on, like the
grin of a sinister Cheshire cat,
The peoviens can fe unsus-
pected for years, until awakened
iy the T-culls” sudden response 1o
anather tfection, The eclis” pro-
tein fuctories now turn oul 2o

ponents far new HIVs. A mass of
Bew viruscs push 1heir way out of
the cells, lakfng parts of the mem-
brane (g fotm their own enve-
lopes. The infected T-cells die,
and the immune systomn collapses.

We ean now ask naive but intel-
ligent questions. Cun the virus be
neutralised before it finds a T-
celi? Can it be keopt from binding
to the celi? Can it be prevented
from releasing ils RNA inio the
cell? Can the copying of RNA 1o
DNA be blacked? Can the DNA
e kept out of tha aucleus? Can
the wakening of the provirus bs
stopped? Can any of these (hings
be done without damaging other,
healthy cells? And so on, Quas-
tions such as these point the way
to contralling Aids,

How do we know all this? We
know boeause of the work of a
multitude of scientists atound the

i

<ause there was no Aids wlhen
they were fruined. They would

world. Aids was in
1981, Two yoars later the virus hatt
been identified and (sofated. By
1985 the HIV penes had been de-
coded and published for ali to see,
HIY is now one of the most in-
tensely siudied viruses of all ime.

Who are these seopl e? Whare
do Ihey come from? Nane of
them wis ar: “expert” en Aids be-

cal th

vitolagists, epklemiologisis, bio-
physiclsts, maloeular  biolegists
and others, Many sirands of sel.
ence arg heing drawn tagether 10
undersiznd Aids. New problems
equire new salutions and it is of-
1ee Lhase working at the edue of
sehat is kiown, those most i com-
mand of basle principles, who are
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best equipped o find them. For
example, our abillty 1o under-
stand HTY depends on the sci-
ence of maleewar bivlogy which
began 30 yeas ago when two
young men, Waison and Crick,
worked aut the structnre of the
DNA malecule  becuse  they
found [t more interesting than the
wotk they were being paid
one tald them to do it
Ihe opposite, They were moti-

:
A

B Howram

vated simply by ewriosity. The be-
liel' Is guining ground, espeeially
i gavermnent, that seience far its
ewn sake Is no longer acceptable,
lisat curiosity is 4 sl [-indulgence
we cannot afford. Scientifle re-
search, we are tld, should be
ationalised, planned and be ad-
chressed to 1he needs of the eeon-
iy and funded by those who
stand 10 profit from it

Protessor Robin Weiss, of the

The structure of the Aids virus,
left, reveals it to be as beautiful
as it is deadly. Although a eure o:
a vaceine is still some way off, we
already know a lot about this
dreaded new disease. Tony Jone
asks how we learned so much sc
quickly and warns that the
scientific expertise that pieced
the puzzle together is under threa

Rastitute of Cancer Rescarch in
Londan, is now one af the coun-

and pain 1o many that th
Goverment's maturc and or
ligh allitude to the Aid

T To-
gether with colleugues at the Mid-
dlesex Hospital, bis roup devised
the Bload 125t that shows whether
u person has beea exposed 10
HIY. Decause of this test, now
pracduced by a major pharmna-
ceutieal company, biood transfu-
sons in Brilain are safe, Yot of
the 23 years that Weiss had spent
studying viruses, only the last 12
menihs won conumercial intcrest,
Anather leading Ajds sefenlist
is Prafessor Witliam Jarsetr, of
the University of Glaspow, He is w
veterinary pachialogist whose ficld
of study kas been viral infections
in cats. Iso hapgens hat some of
the vinuses that infect cals are
simitat 1o HIV. He and his col-
leagues fannd that they fad 1ke
expentise needed to develop po-
tential anti-HIV vaceines. No one
plasaed it, like (hat, bi advances
In seitriee do not always eome
phinned. Both Weiss and Jacreit
arc tnking part in the Medical Re-
search Council's Eldm crash pro-
grumme for Ajus research llllﬂllg
wizh snore than 20 ather groups in
the couniry,
Tt is & source of bewikderment

problem docs aok exiend 4o th
univershtics 1hat made the likes ¢
Weiss and Jarreil. Excellenco i
seience cannot be bonght ower
ni%ht. It has to be ourtured amn
cultivated acd brougtt to fritio
over many years. Ne amount o
crash meney can make research |
there are nut the people win
know how Lo do it

Prced with this now and dan
ESEOUS ¥irus, we have & nember o
<hoicvs open tous. We can ignon
it and hope it stays awuy, We can
seck scupegoals. We can pray i
Ged. We eun panic. All over the
work peaple arc doing thest
thizgs and they Son't wack. Or we
can llink, We can use our hand:
und hrains o seck 10 understane
whal il iz that has come so cruclty
intto ouz midst. This is the way of
seience and it is our best hope,

Where did The Alds research-
ers come from? They were here
all alang — just belng scientises,
just being curions. Nature can stift
Spring nisty seipriscs on us, Our
bust defones is euriusity, We ean
be thankful that there are thase
amoag us wid know how to ese i1,




