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Rise in heterosexual incidence of AIDS

‘By Dick Ahlstrom,
' Science Correspondent

THE AIDS virus is now firmly
rooted in the heterosexual popula-
tion in the US, introduced
through. intravenous drug abuse,
according to a visiting US special-
ist. She believes the US trend is
likely to be repeated here given
our high per capita incidence of
such drug abuse.

Up to 170,000 are c;c}sected to

‘have contracted the virus in the

US by 1991, including an increas-
ing number of -women, indicative
of the breakout of the virus from
the homosexual into the hetero-
sexual population. And
researchers there are pessimistic
about the creation of an effective
vaceine in the near future,

A public lecture on AIDS was
given last night by Dr Mary
Guinan, assistant director for
science at the Centers for Disease
Control in Atlanta, Georgia,
hosted by the Royal College of

-

- Physicians of Ireland. She be-

lieves that women are at particu-
lar risk as AIDS moves into the
heterosexual community as
women are more likely to pick up
the virus through intercourse than
men.

Speaking to The Irish Times she
stressed the importance of
treating AIDS as a health issue
and not a moral issue.

There are now 45,000 reported
cases of AIDS in the US she said,
20,000 of them reported this year
alone. "It is continuing 1o grow
and we don't see a peak in sight,
What we are tracking is five years
behind the epidemic given the
long incubation peried for the
disease. Peoplé say that it is not
reaching the heterosexual com-
munity, but in the next two or

three years we'll be tracking
that.” =
She cited a 1986 study of

pregnancies in a Brooklyn hospi-
tal, where women were tesied for
exposure to HIV, the virus that

F

causes AIDS. It showed that two
per cent of all pregnant women
tested were HIV positive.

"The Government position in
the US is that it is still only in the
‘at risk® groups,” but clearly the
virus is moving via intravenous
drug users into thé general popu-
lation she said, Of the 3,000
female cases of AIDS reported in
the US so far, half of them were
intravenous drug users. A guarter
of the total were infected: with
HIV via intercourse as hetero-
sexuals, in contrast she said with
the incidence in heterosexunl
males at two per cent,

She believes that HIV is now
endemic in the intravenous user

opulation and, in turn, is moving

into the general population. *This
is where it is coming from. Once
the prostitute population is sig-
nificantly infected, because so
many drug users are prostitutes,
then that's when ati hell will
break loose in the heterosexual
population,™

‘t'he cross-over comes via
“intravenous consorts,” hence

- the danger, she belicves, for Ire-

land given the comparatively high
proportion per capita of intrave-
nous Drug users, Yet people
continue to ignore the health risks
and implications.

She says morale amongst US
researchers secking a cure or a
vaccine against the virus is, very
low at the moment. HIV changes
its chemical make-up readily via
mutation, she says, making it,
difficult to develop a useful vac-
cine. “That is why we should be
more into prevention, What will
we do, wait until the levels in
heterosexuals rise as high as in
the risk
something’

Ireland has had 26 reported '

cases of AIDS and 13 AIDS-
refated deaths, Over 630 people
have been identified as being HIV
positive here o dale, over half of
them intravenous drug users.

,%EOUPS before we dol-
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Technology

A Special Summary and Forecast
Of Scientific Developments
Affecting Business

Glowing blue dots on a black
computer screen define an oblong,

undulating shape that rotates to re- .

veal hidden bumps and hollows. It is
a computer graphic rendering of a
protein similar to one found in the

deadly AIDS virus. -
Next, a smaller, preen blob moves In
and nestles into the hollow curve of the

Computers & AIDS

. protein like an asymmetrical lock and key. |

If this 'were a real biochemical encounter,

instead of a computer simulation, the AIDS |
virus protein might be blocked, and thc_e

AIDS virus itself rendered harmless.

“We want to find a molecule that will fit |
the bumps and grooves (of the viral pro- |

tein} like a three-dimensional jigsaw puz-
zle," says Renee Des Jarlais, a studert in
pharmaceutical chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Californta at 8an Francisco, as she
puts the computer through its paces.
“The goal is to make the most spe-
cific blocker possible,” she says, not
only in terms of its shape, but also its
chemical attraction to the target.
“Otherwise, it might interaet with
things your body needs to work, In-
stead of with the virus, and thus cre-
ate a toxic reaction.”

The term “‘computer-aided design'' usu-
ally conjures up a vision of electronic engi-
neers devising a new microchip on a com-
puterized drawing board. But CAD has

come to biomedical research, too. This is |

how sume scientists are conducting the
search for the drugs and vaccines of the
future, using computers to help them

“see’ the enemy better, find targets of op-

portunity, and design potent new weapons
to treat and even to prevent AIDS.

UCSF isn't alcne. The National Insti-
tutes of Health, In what may be the first
big effort to apply these new techniques to
battiing an epidemic, just awarded $25 mil-
lion over {ive years to UCSF and five other
institutions: Yale, Harvard, the University
of California. at Los Angeles, SmithKline
and Agouren Pharmaceuticals,

George Kenyon, chairman of pharma-
“ceutlcal chemistry at UCSF, says the proj-
ect opens a new era in drug design. It's a
far cry:from techniques that often involve
searching the world for naturally derived

- ~drugs in such diverse sources as ‘ocean
gponges or South American tree bark. |

- Prof. Kenyon, who holds a doctorate in
chemistry, has assembled a team that first

teln using techniques of

with X-rays to determine its structure,
Onee this 1e Imaum  wacanealooo.-

NEW YORK

virus pro- |
of gene splicing, |
Then his tearn will bombard the proteqn |

searching the world for. naturally dertved
1dimgs I diverse sources ‘ag_ocean
nges or “AY ;

Prof. Kenyon, who holds a doctorate in
- chemistry, has assembled a team that first
will manufacture a lot of AIDS virus pro-
tein using techniques of gene splicing.
Then his team will borhbard the protein
With X-rays to determine its strueture,
; Once this is known, reséalzyghers
can model the structure of the protein
. on the computer screen and tailor in-
hibitors —that 1s, molecules that latch
on to the virus and incapacitate it.

The first target on the virus the Kenyon
team will try to attack will be ribonuclease
"H" -an enzyme believed to be crucial to
the life cycle of the AIDS virus,

probably will take 10 years to synthesize,
refine and test its custom-made molecules.
But if the techniques work, he feels confi-
dent that the tools of computer-aided drug
deslgn “can be used against other viruses
that come along to plague mankind."
Some scientists use computers differ-
gntly In vaccine design. Instead of pictur-
Ing particles to knock out the virus in an
infected person, they might use the com-
buter to predict how to rally the body's
immune defenses to fight an invasion by
the AIDS wvirus and prevent disease.
Jay A. Berzofsky, a researcher at the
National Cancer Institute, a unit of the Na-
tlonal ‘Institutes of Health, and colleagues
Including Charles DeLisi, chairman of the
Department of Biomathematical Sciences
- at Mount Sinai in New York, have pub-
 lished papers on using computers to pre-
dict which protein fragments on the AIDS
virus might be the most capable of spark-

the body against contracting AIDS.

Dr. Berzofsky has a notion that the pro-
tein fragmeits most likely to succeed in
sparking such ah immune response.would
be those that fold up into a helix, or cork-
screw shape, with alternating oily and wa-
tery segments, This notion was statistically
validated by computer analysis of a large
number of protein fragments known to ac-
tivate immunity. Since certain immunolog-
Jcally potent proteins are built this way, he
reasoned that the corkscrew-shaped pro-

bination with certain other proteins called
MHC antigens — best known for their role in
“transplant rejection’ -would more read-

a group of immune sentries,

Dr. Berzofsky asked the computer
to predict mathematically the areas
on the virus where protein fragments
might fold up into these corkscrews.
Next, the researchers vaccinated mice

with synthetic, non-infectious versions of
‘these corkscrews and were able to spark
both an inerease in the number of T-callg
and their immune powers so that the cellg
were later able to rally against the outer
coat of the real virus in a test tube, More
" experiments are planned to look for a gim-
ilar increase In the killer cells thought nec.
essary to wipe out the AIDS virus.,

But Dr. Berzofsky, too, cautions that
this may be a 10-year endeavor. “The com-
puter analysis doesn’t take long,” he says,
“It's the experiments that take time, .,
Eventually, yoir'll look at 2 model where
you can test for protection (against the
AIDS virus) —in chimpanzees and, aventy.
ally, in people.”

—MARILYN CHasg

South™ Américan .tree, hark. |

The professor warns that the venture

ing an immune response that could protect |

tein fragments on the AIDS virus, in com- |

ily activate the host’s T-cells, which act as |
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AIDS: young taking
too many sex risks

". By SENAN MOLONY
‘A FAMILY
- doctor expressed dismay
today at the reluctance of
" “young Irish people to use
[ -protection "during sex ta
guard against the AIDS
virus,

“There has been no
1 noticeable increase in the
- sales of condoms, either
. here or in Britain," :-said

Dr. Sheila Jones, chairper-

son of " the Irish - Family-

Planning Association,
_““In fact young people
. have gowe off the idea_ of
~using condoms and préfer

ito rely on the pill, “We

also  havé ‘young men
who are not at-ease using

planning’

condoms, who don’t really

know what to do with

them,"
As a result there were

“a lot .of young people -
who were not - bothering .

to use any form of con-
traception at all, she said.
And they were not just
leaving themselves open
to pregnancy, but also to

“the lethal AIDS disease,

" Youngsters . were  still
risks, . out - of "a .

taking

sensé that “it ' will never

happen to me,” she said.
In Britain, a new gurvey

reveals- that fewer people ..
are” prepared to have. sex ..
.with strangers as an anti-" -
"AIDS  Puritanism™  takes

koid.

But Pr, Jones said she
didn’t know whether one-
night  stands would
become a thing of the
past in this country.

“We have to’ encourage
people to use condoms,
and everyone should. wake

-up to this fact, We have

a very young population,
and so the dangers are
very real” .
She doubted whether
young people would be
prepared to  quiz  thelr
lovers about -their past

“gexual historics, "My God.

when yow'se I8, you don't
everi think "to “ask things

Jdike that.”
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WORLD NEWS

N ™ ™ : - ]
Mums in Aids memmﬂlﬂmn <<m_‘==._Q |
) fentist  estimates that five to 10 million People  in that manner, the scientist said at the  feeding by Aids-infected women in the US,
MMM %Hmwzgmo<ﬁﬁmwﬁ%wn Whm worldwide are infected by the virlls,  ennual meeting of the American Society of But such a recornmendation is ature

o although most have yet tg develop  Tropical Medicine and H iene, in developing nations, where mothers’ milk
vomw_vﬂrnw.ﬁrm» women Bmmm mhwmwav@m symptoms and a million will develop Aids m%vummmn milk can @BMW the virus easily, now mmm‘wmwgw babies from starvation and
-deadly Aids virus to their babies by late 1991. ) ~we'rein big trcuble” in developing nations,  fatal diarrohes, Dr Quinn said.
through breast milk. “Alds has the very real potential to hesaid. Last year, Dr Elzabeth Hillman, a |

He warned that if breast milk could  become the world's number cone medical That is because breast milk is the main  Canadign pediatrician who works for |
spread the vinus eanily “were in big problem in terms of death within five to 10 puthent for miliions of babies in nations UNICEF in Africa, said she believed the

trouble” in developing nations. years,” g%. Dr Quinn, who studiex  where infant formula is unaffordable. and Alds virus could be spread through mothers’
While 62445 cases of Aids had been international - aspects of Aids for the  because mothers’ milk contains mbBH.w.o&E milk P
reported  officially  worldwide up to  National Institute of Allergy and Infectious that protect millions of babies from bacteria Meanwhile, in San Francisco, a doctor

mid-October, many more people could have Unmmbmmm.. N . that can ecause severe diarthoea and  and his wife have filed & $500 millior law
the disease, Dr Thomas Quinn told a There is some evidence the virus can be subsequent death from dehydration, the suit, claiming a virus the woman developed
convention of tropical disease experts in Los passed to babies when they are breast-fed, scientist said that is common to Aids patients she treated

Angeles. although more research is needed to leamn if, As a bnmmmﬂ._mg. the US Center for while working as a nurse, caused their son’s

The  World Health  Organisation  and how efficiently, the virus may be spread  Disease Contro? Tecommends against breast  birth defects.
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THURSDAY WOMEN

BEHIND THE
LINES

Polly Toynbee

IT IS nne of the saddest places
m Amora. High up oo one
flear of 2 hospilal In the drons
the couniry's only dey cae
vente for” Aids habies and
oung eawdnen, Eas recently

pened, Twaory-fve of them
cnmn here every day, hmw. ;
w4 spectal tus - and all of
them are dyl:

The children, arc by varging
stagos of sicknass. They look 4
Uttle “pufy in the face, wuh
swallen  glamls, Some dave
hacking coughs. one Bes such a
“ustended stomarh she tinds
movement difficull. In there fow
years of lile neesly all of them
have hail to deal witn disasters
yeU mare erippling than iheir
Ulless and nd many are prafoud:
Iy disturbed.

Many wera aianioned [
hespital by their mmlurs_ at

birth, ance they had bean
woscd, Sowe haye sen Im!h
ars, fathers,  brother:

gly. a greal shartage ol fostor
parents. wm\m; o laka an Aids
child nto their homes. $ome of
The Foster nmthcrs are decply
religrons, mest are very poor,
They sre pald 847 a month,
wih extra allowances for
clathes and a washing machine.
It 15 still a secrai and shine
ful disease. Na one wanis Ihe
neighours o know end the
anls and foster parepts who
ar al the eohire for a
ly meating talk, in their
lighter momenis of their sirdia-
cine for scorecy. “IU's vory
ifficu}t,"  says Caraiyn
Eelyveldl, ta centre’s director.
Heghbowrs lear a child with

a ):mnflll uul mver fovs
mm Or Ihnv o
15 belng noglected and needs a
dnc!n

0L Just heezuse

@ SCCTRCY i)
of stmm< it's bc'cmlsl.' the fam-
ly ww]d be rlﬂklly ostracised,
ren would noL
.-

Ten
!wahlc e mv‘iltds. They can
awm tve,  and w.ienl.
and wl\wd Some
Ehl.ldrﬂ\ have had m1r|y a8
mllr dil[emnl honies  befare
o

ing afer them. Caring far tlmm
18 -mﬁruh Gloves liave to bo
worn wiping their noses
and clungmg nnwics

Some of the siorles about
hnw Hmin nmi:imn gat the dis-
hun'l

ase aro
ma:am-wmmh el dike

our bed arld” breaksts), Ant

other was raped I 3 weltare
nolel. Mest sequred i trom

1z addicis o 'IMJ. slept

i oy drug use
All are black ar Iuspanic and
m The campalgn far safe sex
mede little impact on thase

Carolyn Lelyteld, rigii, with basy vietin
of the ventre. Piceare by Anthea Stmms

Somewhere in the Bronx, a
daycare centre does its best to
cope with the child vietims of

a modern-day plague. The
carers face every
conceivable problem

The
Aids
babies

al Ihe thve wera convinced tha
rnd‘ﬂ !ha)‘ |h ghlglyI
8 lrome — LE] It
4 drug

communities, say stall et ihe
centre, wiw lalk 2 great duj
the mathers. " These women
arg puwvrlcss. :m! culmmuy
unable lo insist

I]ﬂ!
doms. Thoy do nm lll
rawer to demend ft" weirlng
condoms protecs the weman
mire than the man, A is ex-
tremely rara for 8 wen to

coneeive, knowing they werg
thiceled,  and  knowing there
wis 3 5 per cent chanm lhreir
chll-l would be infogied |

““They want clludmn nnd sa
eE Co docon' seem bad od

Dr Arm Rubinsiein, who et
up this daycare conire, Is one
the early heros of the Aidu
domle — ‘and b
nmt‘juus few of them, l|= ll a
p.mdlu(nclin Ln lhu Brom; d
most of

ur'

hlm:k ﬂllll Hh% lc Trom = dis'
r||:l in New York Ihat deflos
beliof for squalor and deprive-
tion, [ looks ks a city ahor
nm.JMr wir, wery olher tong-

t house it aut, peoplz
g I e 3 mm slﬂlnz sl
olids and ands rdbosed
wae: lmwpmmlmmm
Manjiatan had ever wonlured
o

nozed (hew 10 be sulfering er
Ao strange diseasa that was
Attacking the gay community,
He was an einent pasdlal
mnmnnuh’fm but Uke o few
athar far-slghted dncmrs of Ihat
ot get anyone (o

Bollewhis dl?nmm et
oificlals

cllnk: wlkh the nnw IIJMSI. he

m pragroas, The

chll- sclarmisl.q, uml#:nlth u
l accepied  The mmih nmt

that Il\ay Wera Aids DREEY —

2ntoxsal, Baok
munlh by mnnm Ihu munxs of

HII .qmqu Is Juat ga m-ll &
"‘f remm hemo eﬁoﬂsnﬂ
W

AL forst ﬂ’m mighty rescarch

Journal the D!
charly lhu histary of Alds fram  estabilshmonts wordd devote ng
arr} urces

ware davoiing lo the work, ani

l&mﬂw S b sall

any other orvorisalion or

lem resentchers. He iold no
¥ of his ﬁndin wa[ung

lhe Imlll six months for

pnren to ba publlshm in mad|~

enst
the lmxlmum rnu nlllm‘
P! » when e Pastour
m Leolal

I ho
vims a Il‘.m he
ruirblshe Ihulr clalms‘ re-
vented llg wnrk belng devels

yed
DTOEress, lnr.l ﬂnau , slate ﬂwlr
\dnu.hgmmd 1t {nd clatnied

D‘i { L]

" st e Bt wl:.

betwean the various argunisn

tions Involved In Mﬂs vesearch

lost comnless Lves.
The banl

warst offenders.  Even
when Imemunhnina wers
tlylnu nll nvur th cotilitry,

refused or grean bh:g

was their nvmu I:nd aj u:
And ol eourss, Ihe Briils| N’Hy

Amorlcans long afler ti avi-
denw wae thern for everyone
ta

’E‘Mn 1heze was the gay com-
mlmtly Tie uu!lmn hlmselr
£2Y TOparer {o

dsw Clirorlele, zmu
leaders as i lll,

Thay,

any dod e Ednul

ErUnme o Warh gay men, Iﬂ

alona 2 ¢loswrs of the infanigs

balin nouses wiiere research
was showing men had a ona in

four chance of conkracting Alds

ancautitered

ered four k),
Huran Hnllu wera g o

porlant then human life. Eyen
dylng,

By Isvast  stoement ing
ay fs3ucd 4 stalement say
v}’ ahmﬂdn:verr
llvelnnhnnm lc w
hol o

1 hocopl m
l.hnenl o our Mﬂlul‘i;ﬂ yn)'
TEWEPApers wore prin
forials saying " Advica on Sl[n:
sex, whno perhaps  well:
IJ|M m:!ml].ly cn!labom

e death regime Tha
duliwmu IJ| blambsg wmlvﬂa
yth of safe sox fostmes

the disease,” Tho few hrave gy
lmd:r.s wlm tried ta wake them
e huunded cul as

closet nelnmm hemoghobes,
hcrc was ae adncation

TM ﬁlmslmul litica) fedl-
uros wers muré nmllmr aml

n mads ek in
m:ir Iundinx. while making ex-
irevegant spending g clalms. The
resoarshers had nnpear be-
fota Ccnmsmnnul <ommltieas
swea they hed el ihe
;l}:eﬂnﬁ ey nucdsd. evEn wlmn,

sending smetgancy jleas it pry.
vale mnmns bec:l]sﬂnlm m'\’m

ot cope, wvem
emp]umu hu tlm
5, All (hls wﬂs Iam- exposed
om of Informa.
{ign demands for documents.
Ths lsuu:e Tampagad
land, ‘and the

scoring emies ot

ktepin: |:lnir hmzs duwn “Tha

|h IMI( 'nmrdasked

3 uest 3 wern
3 r’;"md

3 “se‘ they barely covercd
ata
And_public ailention wan-
ders, g ﬂmne 15 no luss
n'uxi tian [ was l year
m& Ut venoreal diseass rites,
bost ndloatir of fevel ué

uclua(a wJ.Ih “lha muunl od'

Is naws by the owdls, or
D\lbllmllr. Medla

o with an s
alm-y Is one of Alds' grealost

book is a sane, thovotgh
and d.wnsrl ing Lndicmem of
how the diseasy was allowed la
Rm luhechad bﬁ;\ bsur l"
ave (ossons
Would the world handle

ng of Into the neKt

Wiy, Daspite tha
cmpty * miracls curs ™
nann | Ukaly. The dying
beblea todillss in the
Lronx among those
might never have sullerd as
R

o

Uished mﬁrefu:;'u mmm March,
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“Testing appi

'BY JiMMY BURNS, LABOUR STAFF -

'THE ENGINEERING Employers’
Federation has become the first
leading UK empldyetrs’ organiss-
tion to publicly oppose ,screening
of job applicants for the AID
virus,
in the most detailed advice to
| employers on the employment
implications of the-disease sin¢
the guidelines issued by the Gov-
ernment last year, the-EEF tella
its 5,000 membet companies:
“ . .the many and sericus limi-
tations of pre-emiployment
screening and the problems such
a policy would present for a
company will in any case far
outwelgh any apparent beneflts
to the employer.” =~ " .
The limitations and Prohlemﬁ
which the EEF identifiés’ with
pre-employment screening
{ inciude: .
@ It will have a “devastating”
impact on an individual who has
a:positive result:: from. an ‘HIV
test.

s, W

L

icants

& Woild muke recruitment more
expensive and lead to delays in
making appointments,

‘® Undérmine action by & com-
.pany. to :reassure existing
employees eoncetning safety an
infection at the workplace,

In its document Employment
‘Implications of AIDS, the EEF
.says that any approach to the
_problem will need to be flexible,
- and ‘as'with- other policy aspects
will need'*taviewing and updat-
iilg-' iiv the light of new informa-
tlon, - < - o
However, the EEF stresses that
reducation -of the workforce
; should 'be “central’ to the com-
patiy’'s redponse to AIDS, ‘
" *Even though there i8 much
media coverige there will still be
a need to reassure employe
and to dispel some of the mytls
surrounding the disease,” the
EEFEﬂyS.' e . ’
1t notes that while pressureito

for AIDS opposed.

dismiss an employes ififected '
with AIDS tay arige from “lack.
_ of information,” such & dismissal’

would create a "dangerous prece-

ent.” o .

The EEFs decision to publish
its guidelines was welcomed yes-
terday by the CBI,  which in
récent months has been pressing
ermployers to follow the example
of trade uniéng in adopting 2
maore open and positive response
to the disease. | -

It is understood that the CBI is
currently drawing up a unique
Joint po’ick}‘ statement on AIDS
with the -TUC, .which,. will be
published earlier next year and

he-putsl

distributed widely withireirtus-..

try an

ersd’ Faderation, way
House, Tothill Street, London

- SWIH - 9NQ. ' Non-mambars

£5.00, EEF Members £2.50,

he Emmmem Implications.
af AIDS. Engimeﬂng Emftoy-‘
roc
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Irish subject
to Aids test

By TIM HASTINGS:

IRISH applicants for work
pkermits in America will
Cin future be given an
Alds test as part of the:r
general medical check-tip.

The change under 2
new immigration law s
also- likely to affect ap-
plications for ' Dannelly
visas” who hive not yet
had their cases finaliszd,

Every _immigrzmt who is
applying “for legal or pet-
manent resident  status

will.. be tested, including

iliegal alicns applying for
amnesty under the 1986
- Immigration Control and
Reform Act.

Anpplicants can he
either Im  the

tested

United States or at the

F U4 Embassy where they

have applied for the visa.

Sources in Dublin said
the test for Alds is part
of a “general medical”.

Applicants whose tegts
for Aids proves positive
wil] be denied entry into
the US except in rare
cuses, officials made clear
in- Washington,

More than 3,000 Irigh
people were granted the
option  to apply  for
“Donnelly ~visas” under
the worldwide scheme on-
nounced by the US last
year. .
But so far not all those
who were registered as -
being entitled to apply for |
visas have donc s0.
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HEALTH CARE

v

VORKERS AIDS
ISK 'VERY REAL'

By DAMIAN McHUGH

THE RISK of. comactmg HIV infection as an occupational
hazard is almost “entirely confined 'to health: care workers, a

conference in: Dublm

| “The. risk in hedlth care workers is very low but very real “ Zaclwry Johnson

was told today.

| of the Eastern” Health Board taold the conferem:e in Malahide.

“The risk may be be largély
eliminated- - by the rigorous
enforcement of standard blood
and body fluid precautions in

dealing w1th all patients,” he.

added.

Mr. - Johnson was a puest
speaker’ at the -conference
“AIDS. in the Workplace"
organised by the Institute of
Health .and Safety Managers
which was. opened this morn-
ing by the Minister for
Labour, Mr. Ahern.

Mr. Johnson said that, gen.
erally, if one avoided .unpro-
tected sexual encounters and
the sharing of needles and
syringes with ones colleagues,
there was no risk of picking
up HIV infection at work.

"IL follows from this that
there is no justification for

dlscnmmatory activities . in
relation -'to " workmates who
may be infe‘cted with the
virus."

A M BI‘]SCOE Safety Execu.
tive ‘of the FUE which
recently issued guidelines for
its members on AIDS, said

‘the guidelines acknowledged
.that specific questions would

arise about the implications
for employment.

“This will be a matter for
each employer to consider
having due regard to all the
relevant facts and circum-
stances,” 'he said.

Most. sources suggested ‘that
there' was no obligation on a
person to disclose their infec-
tion or suhmit for medical
tests but in occupations where
routine medicals formed part

of the contract of employment

the approach would be differ-

ent. . .
“In such cases, consideration

wiil have to be given to ihe |

person’s state of health —

some people may not be well :

enough to continue working,”
he said.

Mr. Briscoe said that if
AIDS becomes as widespread
as many people suggested,
then concern would exist with
insurers and administrators of
privately —managed  pension
plans, medical plans and mor-
tality benefit arrangements.

"It is unlikely that AIDS as

a relatively new disease which

has a high fatality probability,
will be overlooked in assessing
the applicant's medical history
when considering inclusion in
such plans,” he added.

— e
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ﬁm smd he o:f'

A Dublin father of- two the . early hours of May 1,4 fhe rhomght of my family F

| accused of the murder of a last iu my m1(:11d1. If I had AHi)fS g
| homosexual 'strangled  him Yestetday 'Det,Tnsp. 0}?";'1:]%‘;{011,, touch my wite |
| because  the victim said be James McHugh, Peatse .St i i
According to the stafe- r}

o |-had AIDS after they had sald after -caytion - Dunphy ment the 'man said to !
(sex it was alleged at the 'said: “Picked him up. Went'  Dunphy: “Do you know 1.
| Central  Criminal ~ Court back ‘to-he bed and break- have AIDS, I am a major |-

yestelday. fast, ‘Went “back . to the Ccarrier. [ have AIDS an-
tibodies,” -

.The court-heard:that Pat. roon’ .M-essing &bouf"' o Dunphy - said: .*I  then
i -fick Dunphy;.allegedly made The™ Inspector sazd -that . cracked up. I went gpare, 1 |
| & statement admitting he Dunphy said -MF.' Begley had pulled the cloth  tightly ¢
| Willed. Bryan. Begley after the @ iiemt:hert begt which t{m arc'?l:d hi: P?Ck'h‘ fore’ M
; . o uge 6 tie him . up with “lhe - trial’ - before: 1,
- pan_ﬂ 1_1_ad gone to a qty Dunphy ‘said .o him:  Justice Johngon -continues
| guesthouse. - Sometmng happened, today, :
; I was the fourth day of - Thitg ~ about - AIDS,  That.
the tmal of ‘Dunphy (26), -Was-it. T went sp'u‘e 2 :
.an - unemployed  builder's Dunphy then smd‘ “He
labomer and father of two, gaid he had antibodies. 1
Cushlawn Park, Killingrden, was after giving him a blow
JEdllaght, “who has pleaded job. The thing around his |
ot guilty 10 the murder of neck . wag supposed to have |/
ﬁgan Begleyi (21) from St~ been 2 gag. . twisted it
by, Co. Dublin, around his neck.”> .
he” piosecution alleges Detective Inspector |
Dunphy -strangled  Mr. Mcllogh  said he  asked :
egley With part of 2 bed Dunphy to make. a written
. during a homosexial statemment -and ‘he agreed.
| sesslon at Doyle’s guesthouse, After — the statetnent Wasl
South ‘Greaty George's St, in  made Dunphy said: It was }

J
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AIDS

Sir, — When will people like
Mary Kennedy (letters, Novem-
ber 30th) learn? Pop stars and
adolescents are ‘intercsted in
nothinF but sex, drugs, and rock
n' roll and an essential qualifica-
-tion to fulfil before appearing on
Top of the Pops is to swear to
promote the cause of corrupting
teenagers,  seems to be the
opinion of Ms Kennedy .and
others. ot

There are two types of |

teenagers regarding sex -— 1,
those who will (which is their
business -~ not the business of

the Irish Family League) and 2,
those -who. won't. If it's declared
that using a- condom will help
prevent AIDS this does not mean’.
that we all rush out: “Wow ! Bob
Geldof said a condom helps pre-
vent AIDS, let's all get down to.
the chemist, arm ourselves and
grab thé nearest fella.”

It seems to me that it is the
likes of Mary Keanedy who nceds
to be educated in this area,
Condoms have a five per cent
failure rate as regards birth con-
trol (usually blamed on misuse).
However, if used during any
sexual contact they wili prevent
sexually-transmitted AIDS- 100 -
per cent. So there ! — Yours,

etc., .
SARAH CAREY (i6),
Newcastle,
Enfieid,
Co Meath.
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DAVID HANLY

S0 HEY FOLKS WELCOME TOENRICT'S, V' RNOW : .

YOU'RE 1LUcKY TO BE. HERE, TOMGHT, | cAN
REMEMBER WHEN You HAD TO AUDITION
JUST TO GET A TRBLE., WA HA, No 8uT

SERIGUSLY, HERE'S A SONGr.,.

")

San Francisco is over and out

ATHY is doing a double
‘ MA — in Administration

and Nursing. She iy
working three ull nights a week
a1 El Camino Hospital, 3¢ miles
south of San Francisco. Sheis 39,
und has Tour children from 17
“own, She has no maid. Her
husband eommutes every day to
his job as Alumni Relations
Manager at the University of San

c

She says he's i snint, He mocds
agleement; ihe  reverberabing
senlence in the heusehold lor 1o

long has been, Mom's gotia go to

work again.'
This is not what is called a
‘California marriage’ — where

one spouse works the week in,
say, Sacramerto and spends the
weekend with his family in Los
Angeles though it is a
variation of it. It ajsc has a much
greater chance of survival than
most California marriages.
There's deep religious
convietion in (he home,
eapressed quite spontaiivouly by
the childien. Becky, aged 17,
——
1

desperately wants 1o get into
Boston College which is three
thousand miles from hone, Why
50 far? *Well, It's a Jesuit College,
and they lay strong emphansis on
the religious aspect of education,
and thar’s very important to me,
Also, they have excellent courses
in special edueation, and that's
what I want to do: | want to work
with the deaf, the biind, anyone
who needs special cure”

Her mother's phone rings day
and night, nnd It's ulwags (he
same bad news: a nurse has
reported sick, and she’s got to
(ind 2nother one, or else come in
herself. Her husband finds it
strange (hal the boss should have
to turn up when a worker fails lo
show, bul Kathy is more than 4
mere boss. “We have a huge
morale problem in (e
profession, Grocery clerks are
paid more than nurses In ihis
couniry now. The D are
terrible, (e whitk gy i
divngerous, sisd yer nursey onn'l
get @ deeent wage, They reel that
nobody cares about them, and
they’re losing the pride (hat they
had in their profession,”

So why is the job becoming
more dangerous?

“Because of Aids, Thz more we
find out nbout the discase, the
more we realisc how little we
know about it. We are still not
sure how it is transmitted, there’s
A lot of fear about, It's got to the
stage now I our hospital where
we ere erdered to assume that
every patient has Aids, until a ful}
screening has been done,

“Can you imagine? Tt's now
suspected that sputum may be a
carrier, so that now, when a
patient gets a coughing fit and
you wani (o ¢ase his discomfort,
you must wear gloves and a
mask, The gloves might be 20
yirds away, you may have a
slight lesion in your finger..."

And why doesn't she enrry the
gloves with her?

“Because we haven't enough 1o
go around, The reason’for that is
that thert’s u shortage of lates,
And the reason there's a slorige
of latex is that most of it is being
used to manufacture condoms,
8o that people won't get.Aids...,”

The paper this morning carries
the story of the five-year-old son
of an Irish-American Roman
Catholic couple, He had an
accident twe years ago, reeded »
teansfusion, was given infeeted
blood. His parents, holding their
doomed child in arms, are angry
and bewildered. An estimated
60G children have become
infected with Aids in the US, 400
of them have now died, *

N Enrico’s at 6pm, the 17
marble-topped tables — each
with its own Tresh carnation —
are ready for customers. Ten

. Franciseo’s North Beuch area.

‘Not one of the
people
working in
any of those
buildings does
anything for
other people’

years apo, cach table weuld
already be faken by rubbos-
neckers who laved to se and be
seen in the throbbing [ieart of San

Tenlghl, there Is ne company but
Enrico Sanducei  Kimself, the
geand seigneur of North Beach
and garrulous host of Broadway,

This is the man who came up
fram Bakersfield, 300 miles to the
scuth, to become a concert
viclinist, He found his
commitment did not match his
ambition, and when in his 205 he
opencd the Hungry [ lub, giving
work and dollars {6 unknowns.

It was here that Mort Sahl first
set people’s teeth on edge; tha
Bilt' Cosby test-marketed his
spiel, and where Barbra
Streisand, a gawky tcenagerwith
an extracrdinary voice and
plenty of chiczpah, was Grst seen
and heard, The list is endless,

When he left the ¢lub behind
and opened Enrico’s emporium
smack in the middle of North
Beach, the world was beating a
path to the Golden Gale ity.
There followed thiree decades of
roller-coaster excitement, fun,
dilference.

Now it's over. The roller
couster has ground to a hall
Charlic MeCabe’s column is ne
longer In the Chronfcle: he fell,
broke his enonnons skull and is
now in his grave, Dead too js
Enrico’s regular Richard
Brautigan, who just ‘pave up’,
Others have departed one by one,
in various degrees of disaffection,

-with. i,

s

‘O1onight, Enrico Banducci
— Iooking'rhysically un-
touched by 1he decidg that
bas, passed — g - eeply
disenchanted mun, *'l hate'whal

has happened to this town.
There's nesoul here anymoré, no
spirit, ne culture. And Idan’t
Mean going to the gpera, ng'sir; 1.
mean g young painter prodides a
dozen new paintings, a
nksrveflous mew 1alent, and he
exhibity theivi, you tink be pets w
mention in e pupeis heret Nest
goddamn paragraph. Noed a line, .
But a footballer gets a goddamn

hangnn‘il and’ they filF two pages
.

. "Hli'ls..‘ar.lxi!i'l}_c‘_d Byall that for a
_-town with s¢"many sophisticated

people, Sun Fruncisco has two of
the. worst- dewspapers in the

~world, - -
" “But that was afways the case.

e reaf- tomibe b, dbe
LTV ST ST [T e T T
Pl andd hive ulmest completely
foken: over'” e |ifts hiy
perpetugl black- beret from his
head s if to fling it on the
Wrrazzo ftoor, bul points it

* ibstead” siraight down at the

pyramid-style bujlding which
dominates the city’s skyline.

MLogk al i, he says, with
passionate loathing, “Empty,
There’s nobody jn that place,
There's no trade going onin those
buildings, Not one of the people
working in any of them actually
does anything for other people,
They just shift papers around all
day. Ach,” he shakes his head,
“H 1 can get out, T'll go,”

O will Ed Moose, who
owns the charming Wash.
ington Square Dar & Grilt,
“There's nobedy around tolaugh
with or al anymore, Every preat
character who is gone hins been
replaced by ten yuppies. it's time
to move oul,™

And so it is also for my host
Bob on Pine Street, But for him
the departure will be softened,
The bovse whicl he bought for a
song inan unfashionable area 20
years ago has suddenly become
worth a fertune, 'He has
transformed # imo three flats,
apd has his eye on Mexico, “We
have suckcdv the place dry,
There's nothing here now bt
yuppies. They can have it."

And in Harrys — the “hottest
new bar in town' — it's all borne
aut, Wall-to-wall yuppics,
arrogant and self-loving,
knowing everything about prices
and wothing about people. The
noise Is intolerable. A filofax
appears from a monogrammed
atlaché casc and is placed on the
bar counter.

Time to move on,
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By Kamrf;ag Holmouist

DISCRIMINATION against
people  whe  fest’ FEIV-positive,
ardd also egainst those st high risk
of being nfocted by the AIDS
virns, was  advocnted  vesterday
by My J. L. Rennie, Chief Bxecu-
tive of Abhey Life Assurance
{Ereland) Lid.

At a day-long conference on
“AIDS dn the  Workplace™ in
Mulabide, Co Dublin, Me Rennje
candidly admitied the methods by
which Abbey Life and other jn-
SUFATKE COMPanies screen people
for Al o

“Life  assurance comphnies
need o }:mtgﬂ.st . themselves
against (he AIDS epidemio mud do
so ihroupgh s. discriminatory
eaderwriting  provess. Thin pro-
cess, however, is not necessarily
well  received by individuals,
practitioness,  guvern-
meitts or activist groups, This, as
HISUTCIS, We are prepried to live
with,” Mr Hennie said,

The sereening he sald, con

calso De asked abowt the g )?Ifﬂ
it.

sisted of an initial question on

" insurance ?mposa! forms  which .

asked- if the applizant had . re-
ceived medical advice, treatment
of had & blood test for AIDS pr
an AlDS-related condition, e

g0 asked If T the Tapplicant bid

Bny reason to believé that as a
teswlt of his or her oceupation or
lifgstyle he might be’ exposed to

“this disarder.
A no reply would result in.

normal - underwriting treatment,
but a yes would be followed by a
second  questionnaire of  “very
gpecifiec and very personsl ques-
tlons”. Since there was an incen-
tive for the applicant to lie, theic
trathfulness would also  be
ansessed, '

The applicant would be sasked if
he was a_homosexual or bisexual
man, an intravenous drug vser, a
haemophilise or a2 sexual partaer
of any of thoze groups, -

The applicant’s. doctor ‘would
cant’s fifestyle, Mr Rengie san

ITH

was “ieteresting”  that

S0 many

insurer admits AIDS discrimination

doctors objected 1o being! asked
such confidential information.

©YF hink the aftitude of sur~

ance companies refusing 1o insure
anyane if they've had an I3V test
is disgraceful, discriminatory and
stupid - and” it will prevent
nothing in the end,” Dr James
Walsh, assistant chief medical
officer at the Departinent of
Health, sald, Moreover, manda
tory testing would never happen
as long as e was around, -

One conference purticipant, a
haemopbifiac who had  tested
HiV.positive, said that he could
not pet fife assvarance and that
when he died his  wife  and
children would be left  with
nothing, Mr Benanic replicd (hat
this was the nature of the life
assuarance business, o

Dr Manuet Carballo, chief of
research and development for a
ﬁrr’:cial programme oo AIDS at
the World Health Organdsation,
said that further infection couid
ve provented, and that & was
essential that AIDS sulferers re-

ceived snpport and be allowed to
consinue working o support their

famtlics, since the disease could |

be exacerbatod by stress,
Mr Rennie was alone in his

~yiew that employers were justificd
rcmovm;iz workers who had |
v :

in

tested HIV-positive f{rom

employment® if they had  been |

ostracised by workmates, or if
they discovery that an ¢mployee
had tested HIV posilive “causcd
serious industrinl wnrest in the
workforee,”

Such a discriminatory situation
would be the result of rrational
anxiety and  faniasy
misinformation, Mz Patricia
Q'Donovan, of the Insh Congress
of Trade Unions, said. The em-
ployer must address this by
educating the workerss.

Only health eare workers could
cich AIDS at work, and even
they were at minimad risk Dr
Zachary Johnson, communit
medicine,
snid.,

based on |,

Eastern Health Board, |




IAids -
|on increase
A AIDS killed 4L people in

| month,

] Six have died,

Evening Herald
8" December 1987

I e

the United Kingdom last
Department of
Health and Social Security

statistics, released yesterday,
| show L1170 Alds cases to

the end of November, of
whom 665 have died.

This compares with 1,123
cases recorded t the cnd of
Oclober, with 624 deaths,
Thirteen Alds suffers were
children of infected mothers.
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. got AIDS

from sex

i A Jesuit dying of AIDS has
: probably contracted ihe dis-
- ease through a sexual relation-
 ship with another man,.
Parishioners  in Portland,
! Oregon were fold By Peter
| Davis, 42’ had AIDS. he has
! served as parish priest for the
" last two years.
More than 400 parishioners,
| who knew only that they were
attending a prayer service for
their pastor, “sat in near
silence as they were told the
news.
I'r. Davis discovered he had
AIDS last month, said Fr.
Brad Reynolds, spokesman for

{“the Jesuits in the Northwest.
| ern US. :

.

—_— N 7'1

“told US Church officials . he |- "

i
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Gay victim ‘did
not have AIDS’

A JUDGE . was--told vester-
day that a young man killed
in a guoesthouse after a
homosexual sex’ session gid
not have AIDS,

Mr, Justice [ohnson was
hearing evidence in the Cen-
tral Criminal Court prior to
sentencing  father of two
Patrick Dunphy (26) of
! Cushlawn Park, Killinarden,
. Tallaght, Co. Dubiin.

He has pleaded uot guilty
to the murder of DBryan
Begley (21)° of Beaufizld
Park, Stillorgan, Co,” Dublin
at Doyle’s guésthouse -early
on the morning of May 14
last. -

Last Friday he changed
his plea to guilty of man~
slaughter.

During the trial the jury

had heard of an alleged
statement Dby Dunphy in
which he 'said he had

strungled Begley — after a
sex session — when Besley
said he had AIDS.

Sentence  was
until today
defence “withess
unavailable,

adjourned
because &
wis

In' court yesterday Det, |

Insp., McHugh: agreed with

- Mr. Michael McDowell 5.C,

for- the  State that Mr,

. Begley had gone willingly to

the with
Dunphy.

He also agreed that there
had been .a fairly consid-

guesthouse

erable ‘amount ‘of drink
taken,. racticularly by
Dunphy. =~ :

There, ivaa nbthing to sug-
gest that prior to the im-

. mediate cause of death- that

any violence was. involved.

He 'said. medical tests bad -

shown' Mr. Bégley did not
have AIDS,

- Det, JInspectof McHugh
told Mr. Justice Johnson
that Dunphy had been full
of remorse and had never
intended to kill Mr, Begley.
“[t was a spontancous re-
action on his part.”

He added that he wished
to inform the court that
Mr. Begley's parents “are
full of compassion and for-
giveness in relation 1o what
happened to their son. They
are very forgiving people.”




I Institute, “It takes up to four

- Takhla, the Dalai’ Lama's' 45
“We' had to keep the prepa-

Evening Press

TIBETAN “doctors in ¢ imale
foothills are pouring over ancient Budd
scriptures to find a. cure” for the killer

AIDS. R

Doctors - led by tlie - Dalai
Lama’s petsonal - physician . liv-
ing in exite in north India are
experimenting - with a - secxret,
potion based' on -mercury
which they ‘hope “will “gain
ageeptance: in‘the Waest. ‘But
they- lack - facilities for. blood
tests - and' say ‘they  are ham-

ered in. pegearch because
hére are ho.cases-of Tibetans
having contractyed AIDS.

There .is. no: kiown cure-for
AIDS, which.- destroys!‘ ‘the.
body's - defenctes ' against. dess

worldwide- are known ' to have-
AIDS, which 'is™ transmitted
sexually. or through the blood:

Tenzin . Choedak (81), . per-
sondl physictan to the - exiled .
Tibetan'~ spiritua) . leader, who
took - his . theories to..the
United. States -last. July, said”
AIDS destroys the 'Dhang’, or
vital essence’ of life - a clear
fluid in--the centre of the
heart, i ¢

 DEGENERATION

He toldthe Harvard Medical
School . land : the' University of
California;; San- Francisco, . that
AlDS :is .one of 18 diseases.:
which’, -, Tibetan ° scriptures
prophésied’ would emerge dur- -
ing “an' era: of'degeneration*;

Chioedak: " his rs0 . far. pro.w.
duced four-prescriptions based
on ' ‘Tsothel’, "a. pation krown
only--to “him and*,one " other
doctor who fled with: 100,000
Tibetans to India after  an |
abortive - wpriing in  Lhasa
against;Chinese rule in 1959., |

Two. . batches of Tsothel,
made of 17 metals and mjn
erals, have been produced ,so
far W India, said Namgyal
Lhatiio’ Takhla, -director of ‘the |
Tibetan - Medical and: Astro |

months. t6. produce ‘each” batch |
ard it is very eipensive,” said

yearold sisterdindaw., . ¢

"

9" December 1987

_he' remote Himalay

-ration secret because “Tih
‘mkedical scriptures wa

T But fwo of  the doctors

the presence of Visitors®
affect its potency. .In:
wheén we made the first b
of = Tsothel outside * Thdia,
everyone in Dharamsala ¥new
about it "and there was great
excitement,” she said.

involved in the preparation
died when their car fell off a

cliff . along the winding roads |
of -~ Himachal Pradesh state.
“Many others involved in the |

ease. "Moré than “ 60,000 people. «

{)reparation Aalso fell i1l and

Here were mysterious acei- |
dents. So this time we told no

ane,” said Takhla, ;
Choedak - first.
Tibetan medicine 1asts ¥
two Danish and twe. AmEtid
homosexuais, and: a_?{‘f{é,s 31
man_child who had fcoptrs
AIDS through blood; transi
sion. One. of the  Amerifn
was reported to-be progres&ir
well “untit “he ” bontra
pneumonia ‘and was' - admi
to a New York hospitsl wie
doctors ordered <hingsty. i

]

taking the Tibeta edicife. |

He died. shortly affer., .
"Chordak also.',tr%aife 15
American  AIDS patikpts® i

ing his U.S." visit," bﬁ""ff’ﬂk,{llﬁ 1
1

said they could only fol
nine . of. them:"and . wer

teh |-

awaiting results to gaupe heir
reaction to the Tibeta . edi-
cine. R I
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By Andrew Veitch
: Medical Correspondent

| Tests ofi 4 new Aids -drug
or1g1na11y designed to-treat can-
 cer-are expeeted: to start at-St -

Stephen s . Hospital, = London, .
' next month 1t emerged-
yesterday -'

. DE Brian' Gazzard consultant
‘physmlan at the hospltal, is

. applying for’ ethlcal approval to
“give "the “drug;’ Contracan, to

. about 20 ‘pétients’ in the eariy

. stages of the disease.- _
‘Labordtory - tests - show * that

. Coritraéan-can reduce replica:

tion of the Aids viris, aecord-
: mg to I\Qg{ll;me the ﬁrmdset up
: r ug 8,

: -fip@nce - the
. development

The Hopeis- that 1t could be_‘
. used in- a cocktail with the anly

- approved ‘Aids drug, AZT. That

“would mean doses of AZT could

«- be reduced, thus cutting the’

-i{‘nsk of - danger is:
particalarly ‘an;

; Gowrie- Snuth

Atostolov .and - his- tear

Medirace’s - dn‘e

Lontracan. js  eittg developed‘ “ydecin
as -d cancer drug by Dr ‘Kosta

trials =tnvO1v1ng p
Hammersmlth :

‘drug " app
caticercus’ cell§ re
changing the: “p
stearic acid - and olelc
within the ce] :

Alds “vae
bisen approved oy testing on;
humans in the United States. It
will be given 6 upito 6
fected ' homosexuals™ at’.the .
cific: Madieal :Cetitre” if Seattle

™
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THE FACT that this article will not
tell vou where the organisation
AIDS Advice is based iz an indication
of the problems it fzces,

Sueh s the prejudice and ignorance about
AIDS that woirkers [ear their oftices inight be
attacked if the addross were knowa.

But rhat Is not the main reason for the
secrecy, The aroup has to be sure that
the confidentiality of pacple who make contact
wili not be compromised,

Inside the anenymous offices, 4 war ia being
waged on the bigotry that ensures that
harassment and physical attack are sometimes
the lot of those who fnd that they are
carrying the antibodies to the Humun
Immunecdefisiency Virus (HIV).

A three-fold attack is needed, according to
Ray Gaston, the recently appeinted
co-ordinator for AIDS Advice.

-0co

“People must be informed about how o
avold nassing on the virus or coming into
contact with it.

"'We have to counter ignhorance and the
prajudice and discrimination suffered by those
ﬁlﬁl are infected and those who are living with
AIDS

“And there needs to be support for those
directly affectad, ineluding the family, friends
and lovers of people with a positive test,

It is an uphili battle which is not
underestimated by Ray and management
committee member Moira Hallida

“They and the 25-30 velunteers who help out at
AIDS Advice have o deal with the vesults of
ignorance, liostility, fear and ponie.

And while the calls they get on thewr
phoneiline are more informed now than
they ‘ware two years age, they recicon they have
not been helped oy the Goverament's
information campaign or vy media coverage of
the HIV virus and AIDS.

“The campaigns ave had very little effeet in
educating people about AIDS and HIV.

*The initial television campagns werae full of
doom and gloom and death and dying which
was insensitive, to say the least. tc people
already infected.

It was also unclear what thev were uetually
tatking about. The leafler drop idea mav have
seemed like a good idea bur jt created a lot of
panieand hysteria,”

“You don't create apgiety withaut bringing
in something to answer that. The sampaign
raised anxiety ro panic level and there was
uothing ‘o alleviate it, There was a0 call for a
change in benaviour without sayws what
that should be,” Moira added.

“Candems were mentloned very briefl: aned
plirases ke ‘stlek to one purtner” were cliply
usedd, which is not tacing reality.”

ile foors the uvwrrent wave of iehevision
adverts atmmed at {ptravenous dmig asors Gave
rereated the same mistakes.

But e s nove approving of the condom ads
10w being shown wilich tarye tie
Judience shich ar sk — thi S8,
vouny propie — and which set out o inform
without feightoning,

] srrnrate that AID,
ansistable b

ALZEDS )
organizsation is fight-
ing against ignorance
and prejudicainits
batitle againat AIDS.
DIAMNA MUIR
reports.

“WWe need to become more open abaut sexual-
1by, about sex and sexuai practicos,

“hat is going to be the best way to dght the
spread of the virus and AIDS, Without that
openness the job is woing to be a lot
harder.”

Blame for whe fear and hysteria which has
surrounded AIDS should aiso be laid at the door
of the madia, Ray savs,

Myths and stereotvpes have been
parpetuated ke the “gay olagus” tmare of
AIDS — 4 disease that 13 now known o affect
women, children, hererosexuals and homo-
sexuals alike. ‘

*The spread of the virus is now well within
the heterosexual community. 1L is danzerous to
cail it ayay nlague because that is used to whip
up natred against gay peonle and it doesn't
actually make hererosexual meh and women
aware of the 'act thao they are at risk and
shoulid take stans 1o icssen that risk.” )

Oue of the most diffienlt misunderstandings
has peen the crucial distinction nerveen being
Lee.gc!d HIY  ansthody positive anel  having

S.

a-ZC

Those who are tested and are found to have
antibodies to the virs do NOT have AIDS,

“The majori I o are antibody
positive are it *eople with the

usitlye to the HTVY
t ¥ maun the virns
il 500 means they have
158 ComIe IR0 contiet with

ris and  chelr wody  has  produced
iodies o,

AL D
Wh
ne -

oL KROWN How many neowts
wortias 40 on wdeveiop AIDS
ne with the amibadies is

QON'T INJEGT MEVER SHARE,

ABOVE and 8IGHT —
ilfustrations rom the
Government’s AlDS leaflet.

media routinely confuse the two and use
the word AIDS to cover both, Ray saut.

My anger and fivsiration come from the fact
that the Press could do such good work in the
area but the media is constantly Iooking for the
story which makes & sensatlonai headline,
vegardless of the facts”,

SCCo

And while it may be the tabloids that catch
the eve with the “Mad killer bad gay plague”
headlines Ray and Moira feel that the
misinformation in the quality Press is insidious
becausa it 15 more subtle.

Thosexare the problams that AIDS Advice sets
sut ta deal with fom their hasic offices where
Ray s on only a vearly guarantes of funding
rom the ever steatched health  author-
ties and the city council,

AIDS Adwice was set up in 1985 iy a group of
people whoe were invelved in heafth eare and
'werg aware of the need for Information and
support ‘o peopls who were antibedy posi-
ve

The initind contact most reople have with the
organtsation 15 throiell rive phonetine which
aperates (ourn cRak,

sSome five o peaple & nizht calt for advice
from the voluntewrs who  .er lnformation,
reassuraice or practical heip, .

Those wio wan! Rirthuer halp can come in to
tha nifice for vounselling n graups At with one
Sther persoi,

The oreanisation stocks 4 ranwe of loaflats
that give aavies un quastions like the pitfadls of
having the antibody est at al, the sexual
activities thal are safe and those that are not
and Zive Sontact numocers for morg
nformat:on.

Tho promw
WAL &

grawih in the number of peaple
Live andd those with AIDS
adviee hos o aeed Soromore

5

helpers and shey are soon to try to recruit

voiunteers for all their work,

A vary lnformal interview explaining the
wark is followed by a rraining ceurse where

eople sort out which skitls they can

ring te AIDS Advice and liow much time they
can gIve,

It is during this traning that people sort
themselves out into those whe can be the
sympathetic 2ar an the phone and these
who eun heip in other ways,

*Anvone who wants tohelp ean contaes ug by
writing to Mew Yolunteers, AIDS Advice, PO
3oy 172, Lends L3 282, Qav saul.
anw hile the tlight zoes on to help. perstade
and inform.

it zoes an i world where people found to be
antibody pogitive mey lose their jobs, their
homes, their frieads and thew right to e
treated as human beings.

3 Advice phonetine can be cantacted on
rom Tpm to dpa en Monday,
hursiay amil av, On Tuesaay
mel Ny Boav Positlive vohun-
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THE NUMRBERS of
Aids victims in Ireland
has doubled last year,
according to the World
Health Organisation.
According to the presti-
gious group based in
Geneva, there were 10 re-
ported cases of Aids up
to October 1986 and by
Qctober of this year the
numbers had increased to
19, S ,
However, Ireland still
_ranks among the Ilowest
Ailds cariier country in
Europe, just ahead in the

By TOM REDDY

Luzembourg, Ieceland and -+

Cyprus.

Tiechtenstein Thowever,
has had no reported cases
of Aids. K

At the top of the table
however, Britain recorded
1,067 aids : <cases. Woest
Germanh 1,400, and
France reported the high-
est number of Alds cases
with 1,980. : :

The Council of Europe

has just drawn up a

effective policy to combat
Aids,” based on respect

. for individual and com-

munity rights.

The Aids charfer calls
for rio compulsory screen-
ing of either the general
populaiion or of specific

" popuiation groups, such

as gays.

“Discriminatory - meas-
ures sheuld not be intro-
duced.  Voluntary testing

for Aids should comply.
strictly . with  the -..res .
: cn  gone

gulations:
fidentialityr -

Screening in respect of

donations of blood,
mothers  milk, organs,
tissues, and semen should
be carried out in com-
pliance with the re-
quirements of freely given
consent and con-
fidentiality, it adds.

The Council of Enrope
says at the moment there
is no effective treatment
of Aids only immediate

preventative measure can’

hzlt the dangercus escala-
tion of the epiemijc.

— THE American
Medical Association called

.the group’s gove

government . and B
groups as inadéquate
A report, adopted

house of delegates,’
that until effective tréat-
ment and faccines are de-
veloped. “The cnly
available measure for re-
ducing the.spread of Aids
is behayiour modification,
achieved throush ¢

league table of Malta,

Ry

o

s sgeientifically justified and

Wednesday for a coore

tion of the public,*




