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Overview:

* Focusing in on Street Based Injecting
 Feedback from staff and people who use Ana Liffey’s services
 “Zombies” & “Junkies”

A Harm Reducing and Rehabilitative approach to the
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs in Ireland
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Focusing in on Street
Based Injecting...

Street Based Injecting is
unsafe and carries elevated
risk for a range of health
harms. For example sharing
of injecting paraphernalia is a
leading cause of BBV
transmission.
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People who take snow blow may take more risks.
People who inject snow blow are likely to inject more often,
therefore increasing the risk of sharing injecting equipment.

Using snow blow may also enhance your sex drive,
increasing the risk of unprotected sex.

REDUCE THE RISK OF HIV INFECTION

‘ SHARING NEEDLES AND HAVING UNPROTECTED ‘
‘ ‘ SEX INCREASE YOUR RISK OF GETTING HIV ‘ ‘
AND OTHER BLOOD BORNE VIRUSES,

606 666

Ask for encugh needles,
cookers, water and fllors.
Atk for sofer injocking
informasion.

Ask for a free HIV tost.
Ask for froo condoms.
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Feedback from staff and people who use Ana Liffey’s services

HIV treatment is generally accessible.

Access to testing for HIV is good.

More people are comfortable with getting tested for HIV, but there
are still some who are not.

There is less stigma attached to a HIV diagnosis nowadays.

5. People refer to HIV as ‘the virus'.
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“Zombies” &

“Junkies” 1
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“POSTCARDS depicting drug users as ‘the Walking Dead’
have caused uproar as a local business group launched a
campaign to close a methadone clinic. The DUn Laoghaire
Ratepayers Association (DLRPA) defended its cards, which
it gave out to local businesses, asking them to send them
to Minister for Health Leo Varadkar, saying ‘their graphic

nature underlines an unfortunate graphic situation.
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‘Zombie’ card bid

to shut drug clinic

by DAVID KEARNS
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‘THE LIFE OF BRIAN: Brian Farrell hosts the Today Tonight Election Debate — featuring Charles H?ﬁhey and

Garret Fitzgerald - in 1982. President Michael D Higgins led tributes yesterday to the longtime
presenter and political analyst, who passed away at the age of 85
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“Zombies” & “Junkies” 2

"Sterilising junkies may seem harsh, but

it does make sense”
Irish Independent. 18th February 2011

"Press body upholds 'vermin’

complaint".
The Irish Times. 14th June 2011
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THE PRESS Ombudsman has upheld a complaint
against a column in the Irish Independentearlier
this year which described drug users as “vermin”
and “feral, worthless scumbags”.

The article by the newspaper’s columnist Ian
O’Doherty was headlined “Sterilising junkies may
seem harsh, but it does make sense” and
commented favourably on a suggestion by a
doctor that such people should be sterilised.

It also voiced the writer’s opinion that “if every
junkie in this country were to die tomorrow, I
would cheer”.

Campaign groups including Harm Reduction
International, the Irish Needle Exchange Forum
and the City Wide Drugs Crisis Campaign
complained that the article was likely to stir up
hatred against drug users on the basis of their
illness.


http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/0614/1224298864190.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/0614/1224298864190.html
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LATEST NEWS MOST READ MEDIA IREL/

Inquest told that caller
phoned ambulance for just
another junkie’

Robert Keyes (23) from Drogheda found dead at St
Audeon’s Park in Dublinin 2015

Louise Roseingrave

Wed, May 3,2017, 16:33



A Harm Reducing and Rehabilitative approach to the
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs in Ireland.

Decriminalisation is not a silver bullet, but consider
Portugal:

* better health outcomes for drug users (Home Office, 2014)
* a model of best practices (INCB, 2015)
e destigmatising (Dublin Drug Policy Summit 2017)
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Decriminalisation in Portugal

“Sixteen years on the results = THEI T
have been dramatic. Portugal Desrminalisng druzs:
now has the second lowest could it work in Ireland?
rate of overdose deaths in the 2 L e e e
EU. HIV infections are down

significantly.”

Familiar sight: people use a Dublin laneway to take drugs. Photograph: Cyril
Byrne

Conor Gallagher
Sat, Sep 23,2017, 03:00



Contact:

Tony Duffin - CEO

Ana Liffey Drug Project,

48 Middle Abbey Street,
Dublin 1
tony.duffin@aldp.ie

Tel: 00 353 1 878 6899
Mobile: 00 353 87 328 3666
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Twitter:
@Analiffey
@TonyDuffin
#SaferFromHarm
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