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Overview: 
 

• Focusing in on Street Based Injecting 

• Feedback from staff and people who use Ana Liffey’s services 

• “Zombies” & “Junkies” 

• A Harm Reducing and Rehabilitative approach to the 
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs in Ireland 

 



Focusing in on Street 
Based Injecting...  
Street Based Injecting is 
unsafe and carries elevated 
risk for a range of health 
harms.   For example sharing 
of injecting paraphernalia is a 
leading cause of BBV 
transmission. 



Feedback from staff and people who use Ana Liffey’s services 

1. HIV treatment is generally accessible. 

2. Access to testing for HIV is good.  

3. More people are comfortable with getting tested for HIV, but there 
are still some who are not. 

4. There is less stigma attached to a HIV diagnosis nowadays. 

5. People refer to HIV as ‘the virus’. 
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“POSTCARDS depicting drug users as ‘the Walking Dead’ 
have caused uproar as a local business group launched a 
campaign to close a methadone clinic. The Dún Laoghaire 
Ratepayers Association (DLRPA) defended its cards, which 
it gave out to local businesses, asking them to send them 
to Minister for Health Leo Varadkar, saying ‘their graphic 
nature underlines an unfortunate graphic situation.’” 
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"Sterilising junkies may seem harsh, but 
it does make sense” 
Irish Independent. 18th February 2011 

 

"Press body upholds 'vermin' 
complaint". 
The Irish Times. 14th June 2011 

http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.citywide.ie/download/pdf/sterilising_junkies_may_seem_harsh_18_feb_2011_2.pdf
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/0614/1224298864190.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/0614/1224298864190.html
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A Harm Reducing and Rehabilitative approach to the 
possession of small amounts of illegal drugs in Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

Decriminalisation is not a silver bullet, but consider 
Portugal: 
 

• better health outcomes for drug users (Home Office, 2014) 
• a model of best practices (INCB, 2015) 
• destigmatising (Dublin Drug Policy Summit 2017) 

 



Decriminalisation in Portugal 

“Sixteen years on the results 
have been dramatic. Portugal 
now has the second lowest 
rate of overdose deaths in the 
EU. HIV infections are down 
significantly.” 



Contact: 
Tony Duffin - CEO 
Ana Liffey Drug Project, 
48 Middle Abbey Street, 
Dublin 1 
tony.duffin@aldp.ie 
Tel: 00 353 1 878 6899 
Mobile: 00 353 87 328 3666 

Twitter:  
@AnaLiffey 
@TonyDuffin 
#SaferFromHarm 

mailto:tony.duffin@aldp.ie
https://twitter.com/analiffey
https://twitter.com/tonyduffin
https://twitter.com/search?q=#saferfromharm&src=typd



