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Acupuncture jabs
not AIDS threat

FE}&RS that acupuncture
needles  can transmit
AIDS are completely
ynfbunded, the President
of the Irish Acupuncture
Association said last
night, -
Mr. Ronnie Turner said
that some patients had
raised queries about AIDS
and  acupuncture. He
pointed out that dis-
posable needles are used
in the case, of treatment
for smoking or dieting.

And the Association
has now decided to use

disposable sterile needles

for all treatment. He

. stressed that patients who

had received acupuncture
trecatment in the past few
years had no reason fto
WOorry.

All needles used are
sterilised and there is
absolutely no possibility
of transmission because
the AIDS virus cannot
sutvive outside. the human
body. .- I
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PEPTIDE T IN TREATMENT OF AIDS i

SIR—~We have treated near-terminal AIDS in four men {aged
31,33, 39, and 44 years)-on & compassionste basis with the
octapeptide Ala-Ser-Thr-Thr-"Thr-Asn-Tyr-Thr (peptide T),-a
scgraent of the envelope glycoprotein {gp120) of human immuno-
deliciency virus (HIV), Peptide T inhibits HIV in vitro and btlocks
the binding of the viral envelope to the CD4 receptor.! i

Peptide ‘T was given by intravenious infusion at a c!usq of I mg
twice daily for one week followed by 2 mg wwice daily for the next
three ‘Wweeks, During the treatment period the patients have|been
clinicilly assessed, HIV cultutes have been done on blood and
cerebrospinat fluid, and lymphocyte indices have been scored! and
compared with findings before treaurient, S

Lymphocyte counts improved during the treatment period. In
the first patient, on whom the tests heve been compieted,
lymphocytes incrensed sixfold, Clinically there has been n

. deterioration during the test pericd and no loss of body weight in

any of the four patients.

Peptide T appears non-toxic, except fora fall in biood pressureon
one accasion when the infusion rate was increased (this peptide is
hamologous with a segment of vasoactive ingeatingl, peptide)? In -
Qe case concornitant psoriasis improved during treatment and was
in complete remission aftor four weeks without peptide T,

Centrat nervous system involvernent was monitored using a low
field magnetic resdnance (MR) imager 1ogether with an addittonal

} image processor.! The relaxation times 'T'1 and T2 were estimated

~from ventricular transverse axial sections. "The meastiremnents wers

. ‘made from the whole brain in the selected scction excluding the

. Ventricuiar system. Before peptide T was administered both T'1 and,

1 12 were significantly greater (245 (36} and 98 [12] ms, respectively;

mean (SD), n=4), than values in apparently healthy controls

L (T1=186 [20], T2=8] (10; n=32). In two patients so far

evaluated a lowering in T} (16%} and T2 {18%) towards norma
values was detected afier four wecks of treatment with peptide T,

"This sitdy justifies fy rther investigation of peptide T and related -

infection and A1DS, Clinical testing

now under development,

By mimicking the action of peptides, viral proteins could exert
hormonal effects throughout the body, including the central
nervous system, and thus may have a role in the aetiology of the -
progressive dementiz of AIDS patients, Characterisation of the

to test the action of peptide T and the hypothesis of viral

involvement in schizophrenia are also urtder way,
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DIAGNOSTIC SIGNIFICANCE OF QUANTITATIVE
DETERMINATION OF HIV ANTIBODY SPECIFIC
FOR ENVELOPE AND CORE PROTEINS

. S1IR—Almost all serm that are positive in screening tests for
antibody to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) contain and- :
body to proteins encoded by the envelope gene.' 'The env gene -,
encodes for a precursor protein of about 160 kD which is cleaved to |
the two glycoproteins gpi20 and gpdl. Antibedy to the £ag gene
encoded protein p24 was detected in less than half of patients with .
AIDS.? The gag gene encodes for the precursor protein p53, which |
s processed to the core proteins p24, p17, and pl5, .
We. havé studied sntibodies to envelope and core proteins i

, quantitatively in healthy people and in patietits who were positive

for anti-H IV, We used the Abbott confirmatory enzyme immuno-
sy in-which viral proteins produced by the recombinant DNA

Mmlm (AND RANGE) TITRES OF ANTI-ENY AND ANTI-CORE [N
DIFFERENT STAGES OF HIV INFHCTTON

i
: Chroap No - Anti-env Anti=cone
Healrhy
Drug sddicis 13 | 2700 (300-3800) 3% (2-700m
. - Haemophiliscs ‘13 | 2300 {220-6000) 43 (neg [2)*-4800)
" Blood transfusion -
% recipients. 4| 990 (60<4000) | 44 (4-80)
Patiess, _
ARC o { 1025 (5-2200) 2 (neg (6)-1400)
AlDS B0 (75-3200) Neg {neg [6}-25)
*Number af patkents without antibody,

technique are bound to the solid phase. The protein of the anti-env
test containg all the aminoacids of gp41 and part of the aminoacids of
8p120. The protein of the anti~core test contains afl aminoucids of
p24, and part of the uminoucids of p17 and pi5; Antibudy titres
were measured using u refurence dilutign curve for yn pool of twenty
anti-HIY positive sera,

Medlan titres of anti-edv were much higher than median titres of
anti-core in all groups tested (ble). In patients with AIDS or
AIDS-related compiex (ARC) median anti-env titres were similar
to or only slightly lower than those ‘i healthy anc-HIV positive
persons (drug addicts, haemophiliacs, and transfused individuals).
All those tested were anti-env positive, 50 seresning and confirma-
tory tests for anti-HIV should focus on this antibody,

There was a strong association between clinical disease and a low
median anti-core titre. 6 out of 9 patients with AIDS and 6 out of 16
patients with AIDS-related syndromes had no detecrable anti-core,
whereas anti-core was detected in alf but 2 of the W healthy people,

Anti-core thires muy fall because of absorption by lurge wnownits
of core proteins liberated from infected cells after cell destruction.
Serial monitaring of sera from infected people for & decling in
anti-core titre might be a marker for major cell destruction und an
eatly waming of development of disease in healthy anti-HIV
positive individuals. Anti-core titres probably fall before the T4
lymphocyte count drops significantly, because destruction of these )
cells may for 2 while be compensated by the immune system. In
patients with AID S-related syndromes the median titre of unti-core
was one-twenticth thut found in healthy infected individuals, and
more thin one-thied of patients had g core antibidy g all,

2 of 13 healthy haemophiliacs also had no anti-core in the
presence of high titre unti-env (34X, 2400}, In the past, a high
percentage of haermophiliucs were exposed 1 LIV in puoled
clotting factor concentrates, All twenty-four plasma pools sent
between June, 1984, and August, 1985 from the USA to Germany
were positive for anti-HIV by screening tests® and in 15 of the (8
pools tested the positive result was confirmed by western blot,
However, in some clotting facter concentrates produced from such
pools HIV muy beinucuvated by procedures used for inuctivation of
heputitis B virus (heat inactivation, ultraviolet! i-propiofactone
treatment). Theeefore, in seropositive haemophilises o lack of
anti-core may indicate contact with non-infectious HIV envelope
protein present inypooled cloting factor concentrates, nut true
infebtipn. A negative anti-core result could give hope 1o hagmo-
philiacs and bl recipients with recent serocopnversion in
anti-HIV screeninig tests,  -sees - ¥00700 -

Quantiuive testing for anti-core antibody seems to be important |
for diagnosis and prognosis in HIV infection. Cohort studies are
needed to confinm vur suggestions.
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AIDS

By DAVE MULLINS

AIDS has cleaned up Dublin's vice operations.

Gardal Insiders con-
firmad last night that the
vice irade has laken a
hammering over the past
year,

- Baid one source: *There's
-very litle doing al the
mament.  Evéryone’s run-
ning scared of AIRS and it's
making our job a Iol easier.”

He added: "Up untll very
rgcently. our biggest
COrKer was homosexusl
aclivilios between men and
boys

“There was growing
evldence thatchiki prostilu-
Yot was on lhe Increase
and was belng organised
by just one ar twe people.

“But |ataly we've had very
few complaints and even
less avidence of illegal
nomosexusl practices and
it's all bacause of the AIDS
threat.”

Many of the women who
used to frequent the "plok
up” areas around Fitz-
william Square and Lower
Mount Street are no longar
on the beat.

Drop-oif

Local residents in these
argas have noticad a big
drap-off in the number of
Qins soliciling — and the
aumpar of clienls on the
prowi.

O vize gidl who used Lo
commute from England ta
work the Fltzwllllam Square
area lold SUNDAY
WORLD: “H Just Isn'l warth

Flizwilliam Squara.

s Thare’s hoi  lo! golng
thase days for ihe odd
few fookars for.
business In  Dubiln's

il any more, The guys are
too afrald of calehing AMDS.

I knaw quite a lew girls
who have given up Ihe bus:-
ness 100 — the AFDS ihreat
fs Jusl too serious. Who
wanls o die a painful,
lingering ceath?”

Contact

« Persons who have been in
confact wilh the AIDS virus
will shortly be able to get
oul-patient treatment al a
naw clinic in St James's
Haspilal, Dublin.

CLEANS
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San Francisco had beauty and charm ... then it became the ¢
Now Britain’s Health Minister is going there o study the

TIHE way they scheduled things
in San Francisco General Hos.
pital, nobody with AIDS was g0-
Ing to die right in front of Norman
Fowler when he does the rounds )
in Ward 5A today,

Of course, all of them, all 30
patients, in 5A would be dead soon.

of anger:

ot on the way to death, L)
1s aleo Ameriea’s cliy of the 2test beanty

Connie’s

Golng through the hospital at speed
yesterday, Dr Paul Volberding, chisf of the
AIDS unit, his white cost Swishing around
him, made a litle time In his routine ta
E0 ovor the statistles he was werking on
for Mr Fowler.

Nightmares that

are lying ahead

a doctor
filled

anybody concerned with AIDS world-wide.
There used to be 3 monthly update. Now,
though, the numbers were racing, The
celenlations had gone from simple arith- s o .. R
TS B T2 o ntte tomes of the AIDE _ - Oﬁ. Wosy : She daren’t think chead
ar, 43} o " ; - Hv Dr Wo' y : She daren K anea:
muaﬁrmwmﬁmw%wnawww&mmﬁumm the taie  Patient Peter Siegler :/I'm31 and| haven't yet lived enough,’ hesays . .. _  x Pictures : PAUL HARRIS |
wwm mﬁﬂm omw. Hﬁ_«.wﬂwmmﬂﬁno Nwﬂ ﬂbmpw — - e ' all
e TS ‘bégan to see strznge things, softest rays amdd splashed
young men. The pumber of AIDE deaths People are dylng wherever you lock. In wwmm%mmwncwﬂ% and the towers of glass, Feter
was 1,517, Ban Francisco AIDS comes b you from the Slegler went to the window bf his
4 0% 0 In Jandon te Eomers By John Edwards Sl m s B Sl Sieglis |
own 3 WeR m se > ‘ ; front of him, the
of Tumbers, The hest information pat ATDS ‘The nearest of §7 agencles invelved with It was all there u.wm ﬂm.._.mnm v the
dezths in Britaln at 25¢ i ATDS was right off Qastro Street and had dream city. Any time : .
The UK has 5§ million people. Tester- AT Sotne dozens of people handling hot Hnes, room he eould look out on the exeitemen
day in Ban Franclsco, just one elty with H Be the staff take Norman Fowler zround The or feeding hope 0 men wandering in with and sdventure and the genersl magic of
800,000, the figure raying off a piece of - Oustro. He aid, His pame was Joseph. Tésh of the scene will stay the same, a terrible degree of iliness about them. ome of the planets great Scenes,
paper flinging fear and terror sround It was @ house pelnter and he was 23, Elizabeth Taylor came on 2 visit. They This agency was called The Alds Foun- ler’s lfe like the sum, Is
was 1517 with two weeks still to be added, ‘A first it looked as If he had brain named a room after her, The Toom had detion =nd it runs off contributlons of Peter Sieg! He has AIDS. He XKnows he
Behind a curtain being opered for him cancer. Then he got a type of pnewmonia a projection television set. Gaunt men, zbout two milllon dollars a year. More &wwuﬂmmﬂﬁ, g o T A hings about
B Mr Fowler was about to gimpse an awfu] which never Securs in & nérmal person. We thelr good looks ravaged and gone, sat in men walked In rrom the streets and fopped will die. “I col t agaim, motcy 1 teel
i future and surround himself with gloom Xnow what he had now. At the time wa nise soft chairs and stared at the huge around the foundation office. One collapsed. it,” he sald jooking ows ot Bved envagh
and gﬁﬁm unwwaﬂwﬂm.mb tte short spent wWMuﬁm here i the hospital talking it fates on the soreen. The gir In charge called for & wheelchair. angry. I'm 31 I bave H
The journey WES qu 0] throu, maller room had 2 woman on s chelr asked wh don't see women in 7
for those who were about to dle. It nsually ‘You know, i might fust be that he was Hmwmﬁmﬁ ﬁ.«mﬂ a bed and tonching her son Emn.M..uwvm Eﬂﬂn«ﬂm&wgw 1o 0 theme tore The last place
began arcund Castro Street, the fArst person ever to suffer from AIDS, as he lay silently in bed. His rame was don’'t have too many women With Atds, Lese
J h, first kil Mmmwmmn u.w...ﬂ ?Mnﬂsﬂmuw._wﬂhw%m.mmp %ww Dan. Am.w Just been o%wubwﬂuﬂﬂv Marcy blans oceasionelly, shooters =ahN¢_ﬂm§m —
we Ve m . k 3 urse ) exphined - o E
oseph, firs gven before the name AIDS itad been T alwavs o Shork, Siwens Sery o i, Sace fi%s 55 por cOnh o Sore oo oay T he'll ever know,
. ae vented.” hardiy ever toars, she thet's fust San Fraaciseo _—
of the victims D e TRSTY SRz T Of Paln oo G Toathing of st Lad Bompeaay,  Mayhe thats B Ioindation ofics were Each day now, mornin snd evening,
and memories of her patlents, was now ‘I only hope Mr Fowler will understand stuffed with leaflets and Nieratwre. You Peter Siegler walls In his apartment
sealig Many of the 1,300 patlents who how despetute the situstion has become. end up with 10%. of paper onder your arm one of the heights. ‘T'm being b&%& by
o oo o, Tty the begoming of  YiORE Ay of the L300 patients who Doaaty whats parond MOeT, el B¢ arter checking with only thres apemies,  ULC O ine belehis Tm belng helped by
fue of the great hils of the Golden City. mention women with AIDS, she was told. people what's happening. Education is the They're printing AIDS hand-outs in San I nope to meet him but they say theyre
mmwwﬂm sﬂ«mmuw WW.M%. wwk.?_%wﬂmwawmm p.msw_w%h.ﬂ. Dr mwﬁ% gmﬁmmm a_m;_nw. u..chm only way. Fralicisco at the rate Fleet Sireet puts out not suze | thas ne %wr%n bﬂhu.% o meet any.
. entirely a disease of ga ung body who sctus .
BILACT Do nosEiuLLS. b a men.’ - .HE%MM oatets are Taw, divected very What would you say if you could falk
Then there was Euaﬂnﬂ.v Copl W Does she ever see =ny nwmbers, sny Feeding hope ta clearly at the homosexual community, A tohim ? ‘I would tell him to let his people
Testaurants and grisly Jocking bath-houses figures of an eventual death toll hovering _— year ag6 you would have besn on g porng- know everything. Tell them what it is.
e gther Disces where men went In hand- arpund the horizon ? °I see the fgure of oné . graphy charge for putting out some of this Tell $hem how they can prevent 1. Tou -
ln-band or Daunted over a beer b the million in $hig couniry. Tt's Hke n cata. these with none B torlal can prevent 1t yon Enow’
. mHMu ﬁaﬁnﬁw %%Euﬂ huaﬁmcw%ﬂ.s strophe. T can’t think of It because it hurts —_— “Listen,’ the gir] said, ‘the tme for pussy- A touch of a smile came and vanished
. 23 Mmﬂm HW EM@mung mw. kel y »Mm g0 much,’ Volces everywhere were Iow. Some footing is over, gone, Anished. You've got ftom his face “H I had inown, it might
Sy it e D to being the khe Along the corridor, the siretchers were fents walked o and earried thelr his- o falk to these peoplé In the lanzuage they bave been su marveBously ifferent’
an%?ﬂmpm%a the wot Tz 1tE o lés woing down sllently on rmbber wheels Pories in. vellow envelopes. There Was Io know. You'll find that in England too. If's-- Then he pushed by s palm free which
dbre; Very cotrveniion: under the towards the sign which sald Ward 5A. The hope. “They know theyre going to die’ above sensitivity. ¥ou go stralght to the was growing In o tab, ANS went. vt
?%»ﬂmﬁg verhment. double Guots of the ward opened when the someone said, and they will each have polnt.” bowis 0f flowers and other lovely things of
T remember this vhutE man soming to streichers were Imocked against them. gnown 10 people who have already dled. Mz Fowler will have to got clearunce 3t bos
me” Dr Conole Wofsy, co-director of the A man, mayhe 25, 1ay om one and had Tf pats & tremble Into the step of peaple Heathrow I bring back snmmples. The glzl Tt really Is besutdful’ he sat Jooking
General Hospital’s ATDS anit, recalled over a tube In his arm He was unshaven so awwm who are Just visiting. ¥You want to put a at buu.w.wﬂ.ﬁmwrwwuuﬂwo Wv it was W sgaln at the spresd of San Franclee, the
Emﬂﬂﬂmwmmucﬁgu yon could tell g gay man Wm%wﬂoﬂ@m#ﬂﬂwmmnm annmﬁmww.nmu%ﬁn% wﬂua 3 handkerchief over your moath or run to the e

k ke Wil gver know.
he wonki have lv: never stopped, It 2 W, -¢sh alr. Before the sun wept down and just when last place on earth
AS gay ¢ Hved on _Hwﬂﬁmwnm»mmﬁmuoﬂmﬁ hen I - D .




Evening Press
19" January 1987

D

AIDS MOVE

my bafflement at the current
discussion over .a major- AIDS
awareness campmgn. ‘certainly
4 response is required but it's
the scale and content of the
response envwaged that s
intriguing, ; .
I must confess 1 cannot
appreciate why some. people
think that vast resources
should be spent on such a
campaign when 1 believe it
can safely be said that not
even in  the most remote
reaches of the istand could a
person even hope to avold
being aware of AIDS, of hear-
ing of its history, its effects,
what it's  about, how it's

fobtalned, how it's : not
obtained, what it- does, what it
doesn't do, and if such is the

case, of the risk the person
runs and how they might stop 2

running it.

Yet nhow the. Government g

! proposes that we be lavishly

treated to yet moré on a siub-

ject that has already been lave -

ishly and sufficiently dealt

with for free.
Doe¢s the Government -mean

to tell us that we are all-so -

suitably aware of an informed
about ‘all manner of important

disease and affliction, thejr .

prevention, - “treatment - and

:otherwiwe. that there's, nOIhing

B S hpimerance )

health worthy of vast fundlng o

other than the proportionately
less significant AIDS virus? =

Is it too much to hope that
the Depariment of Health fs
above wvain, unwarranted and
extravagant  responses to
media hype and sectional and
personal interests? Could it be

B \‘Zﬂqﬂf

that the Department is in fact

making an opportunity out of
the AIDS virus to force its
set of values on the unsuss
pecting?

CIARAN MacGUILL
Ascal na Fadchollle,
Cuar Bhothar Theas,

An Cuan Aoibhinn, *

Baile Atha Cliath 8,
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A Chara' — Just g
orief note to register my
bafflement at the eurrent
- discussion over a major
AIDS  awarcness cam-
paign, Certainly a re-
sponse is required but it's
the scale and content of

the response envisaged:

that is intrigning,

I must confess I cannot
appreciate why  some
people think that vast re-
sources should be spent

on such a  campaign

when I believe it can
safely  be sald that not
even in the most remote
reaches of the island
tould a person even hope
to avoid being aware of
AIDS, .

Yot now the¢ Govern
ment proposes that we be
lavishly treated to yet
more on a subject that
has already been lavishly
and  sufficiently  dealt
with for free.

AIDS campaign

Does the Government..

mean to teli us that
there's no other disease
or condition deserving of
such  amounts of public
awareness, not to men-

tion such generous out- .

pourings of taxpayers'
money? That we are all
80 suitably aware of -and
informed about all
manner of important dis-
cases an affliction, their
prevention, treatmant and
otherwise, that therce's
nothlng else  of im-
portance in the whale
spectrum of public health
and worthy of vast fun-
ding other than the pro-
portionately  less sige
nificant AIDS
virus? )

CIARAN MAC GUILL

Ascal na Fadohoille,
Cuar Bothar Theas,
An Cuan Aoibhinn,
Baile Atha Cliath 8,

N
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Fowler

Iiglt}‘d;ann:;n:: i987 | pl?ll(‘ilng |
- Aids
hospices

From Themson Prentice
Science Correspondent
San Francisco

Plans for a national netwoik
of hospices 10 care for dying
Atds patients are being consid-
ered by Government mini-
sters. ' !

Today Mr Norman Fowler,
Seerctary of State for Social
Services, will visit a new Aids
hospice and discuss with city ;
health officials and social | |
workers how such a system
could best be operated.

The hospice visit is one of
the main reasons for Mr

Spectrum 10

Fowler's week-long trip to the
United States during which he |
will also meet leading Aids |
specialists in Washington and
New York.

A hospice system in Britain
is being considered because
ministers have been advised |
that ‘an explosion of Aids
cases, expected in the coming |
year. "will place huge physical
and financial pressures on
NHS hospitals, |

Such a system could mean
large savings in hospital bud-
gets and would also be pref-
grable to many patients and
their families, - ministers |
believe, '

One possible version of the |
system would involve termi- |
nally-ill patients being cared |
for in their own homes with |
the help of visiting nurses and
specially trained home helps.

Doctors in San Francisco |
believe that such a system here
is the only way to cope with
the city’s emdemic. There
were 2,760 cases including
1,608 deaths by the end of last
vear, and about 70,000 people
are believed to be infected.

Mr Fowler has said he will |
soon call a conference in |
London of experts and in-
terested parties in the hospice
movement to  discuss “the
provision of care for Alds
sufferers outside hospital.”
said he expected the churches
i play an important,role. ‘

He will report o ‘the con-
ference his impréssions of the
“coming home” hospice, a
former convept, in the Castro
district of 8dn  Francisco,
which will accept its first
residents “in- the next few
weeks,

Tt will care for up 1o 15 Aids
sufferers at a time with a small
staff led by a senior nurse.

Continued on page 16, col 5
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% AIDS unit for hospital

4 BRITAIN'S first purpose-built room -— reflecting the fact that AIDS  into contact with homosexuals and
ward “for AIDS atients opens cannot be spread through norma) drug users as well #s medical experts

“today at the Mid lesex Hospital soctal contact, and organisations secldng to cure and
“in London. s The ward will be officially opened  comfort sufferars,
" The £350,000 unit wil] accommedate by the Princess of Wales o April 8, Mr Fowler, who flew from Heathrow

12 patients now being treated in other ~ News of the royel visit has delighted  yesterday, will visit San Francisco,
.‘ﬁi_l)]ﬁ:l for arv‘.faﬁetif“ogf i{ﬁ?ess&s cxgused doctors who say it will help to Washington and New York before he

by the virus; demystify  and destigmatise the teturns fome un Sunday,
. It is unlike traditional hospital  disease. He will be shown a wide range of
- infectious ‘disenses units which place | Health Secretary Norman Fowler clinical und educational services being

© great emphasis on isolation of patients will meet AIDS vietims duriqg'a fact-  offered to homosexuals and drug users
ini single cubicles to provent the spread  finding tour of Sap Francisco, the in the United States. The health chief

_of infection, world’s gay capital, . . . will also visit a hospice which cures for
;" Eight of the 12 beds are in the same His week-long visit will bring him  people dying from the disease  °
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The dying p

The Aids epidemic in the

United States is the

biggest in the Western

world, dwarfing the crisis

in Britain, This week

Norman Fowler, Social

Services Secretary (left),

is in America to learn how the batile against

the disease is being waged. His mission starts

today in San Francisco, the “gay capital of

the world”, from where Thomson Prentice

begins a two-part series on a frightened nation

tuime has almost run owt for Jack
Tewnsend. In the Jast three years,
E8 uf dris friends hanve died from
ids and be. w0, is doomed, For
o as for huge pumbers of
cthers, the pay American dream
hirs become a rughtmire,

Onh five venrs ago. San Fran-
cisee celebrates) fts title of pay
“aphal of the world, Today the
purty s over and its sunhit streets
and uninhibited ways are over-
shadowed by a devastating epi-
temie that so far has 1aken more
than 1,600 voung lives and will
nrevitably claim many thoosands
mere,

By last week there had buen
about 2,820 cases of Aids in a ¢ily
whose population is 685,000, The
incidence of the disease hiere is the
highest in the United Stanes, Only
New York, with o population
more than [0 times as big, has had
10re CUses.,

More than  hall  of %
Franviseo’s homosexual popula-
ton of around 100,000 are he-
fleved 1o br carrying the Aids
virus, Al least Rall of them may
perish as o oresall. The most
conservative medical estimate s

*Crazy days are
over. We've learnt
the hard way’

that 15000 will coniraciig
idescase and dic wiihim e nes

sears Hlealth D pariment ol oo 101w 1

aawus gy,

Gyt b

warnings like those now seen on
bill-boards in British streets.

The campaign has always been
tarpeled mainly at the gay popula-
tion. The current campaign far the
peneral public is aimed a1 dispel-
lmg myths. “Same people think
you can catch Aidk from a glass;
sou can't.” savs one poster. “Fight
the fear with the facts,” says
unother. Doctors have resisted
maves (o intreduce an exchange
system for drug addicts’ needies.
Instead, newspaper and posler
adverts show addics how to
sterilize their needles with bleach.
Most San Franciscans helicve the
authurities kave provided the best
passible resources but individuals
still_believe that the disease is
confined almost totally 10 home-
seauals and do not believe (hat
they themselves are at risk.

How San Francisco is coping
with this human ragedy and whai
can be leaent lrom it arc questions
that have brought Noeman Fowler
and i leam of advisers to the ¢ity
leday. The answers (hai he 1akes
home may profoundly affect the
way Hritian  faces up 1o the
CPIGENIT N ity own doorstep,

Awls iy rot only a disease af
fomosesuals, As the government
cducauon campaign  strives 10
emphasize, ¢very one is at risk.
Growing numbers of heterosexwal
mien, wonmen and their babics are
ow develuping the symptoms,
Bul in San Francisco the discase
g 1aken als heaviest toll by far

W ong he gay cammunity, As Mr

oweler will quick Iy discover here,

City's ﬁ?g"h for survival:

middle class, they have sctiled
into he surrounding sircets of
gentrified 19th-century houses
and apartment blacks, apening
gay cslate agencies, gay legal firms,
gay bars, cafés and clubs, They
publish and buy gay newspapers,
atiend gay churches and elect gay
politicians. Theirs is a socicty with
s own rules run for itself by itself,

Bul today the Castro distriet is
o longer the place where anything
goes. Rather, it 1 where anythipg
wend. The natorious bath-houses
have been closed because of the
promiscwity  they  encouriped.
Maay gay sex clubs have also gone
and altheugh gay contacl mapa-
rines are shll crowded with lurid
personal ads. many of them are
now for men seeking "healthy safe
$eX” pariners.

Maore
the Ui

the Aids vieus, aecar

han 1.5 millien praple in
d States vre infecled with
0o 16 official

B L TR UL U PRy

San Francisco's gays demonstrate for more fnancial support to combat th
&

The Aids epidemic has changed
cverything probably for ever and
another revelution is now under
way. "The crazy days arc over,”
siays Jack Townsend, “We have
learnt the hard way that a sexual
frec-for-all 1 a Lilter, By changing
our behaviour. by learning how ty
protect oursehves, we have slowed
down the spread of titis disease
and reduced the nsks for every-
onie, nol just the pay populalicn.

“We have discovered that we
have & crucial part 1o play in
fighting Aids, 7 hai discosveny has
nol saved my life but 11 has
changed it, 11 tow lare for me but
there is still lime w help others.”

Jack Townsend is part of a
unigue netwerk (hat has made San
Francisco i model for Aids advice.

¢ty is making formidable strides
towards checking he cpidemic.
Jack s a voluntcer warker at the
city’s Aids Foundation. one of
many weli-organized and publcls-
lunded groups whick provide free
counselling,

The Byundanan, which Norman
Fowler will visit wmorrow, op-
crates from the lourth flooe of 2n
old office huilding in a dog-cared
arca of the cin. Amid frenetie
activits 1t produces vast amaounis
of leatlers. brochuee pasters and
educational vidleos mimed 2t every
sectgon al the populatin, as well
as for Awds stillerers, their fnends
and fzimlws. Many of 11s volun-
teers are self-sivied PWas —
People With Aids.

Jack Tawnserud, 40, is a well-

Loutse Gubb/Gamma

et

e devastating effect of the Aids epidemic

who was told he hud Aids twe
edrs apo. [e bas heen in hospital
more ofien than ke can remember,
His body is wasted by (he disease.
Ins clothes bang loose from his
thin sheulders. He doesn’t have
much longer and it shows, and he
ks it

“lohad been sick for g year.
losing an awful lot of weight,
befare the doctors told me 1 had
Aids. It was no hig surprise by
then. | bad  had “one  iithiuol
welationship for 13 years and then
he dwed leam a heprt aztack. | woem
loase and fooled around in (he
Custro lor i vear and got infected
The diagnosis was Tike fine
myscl up against the Berlin Wall,
You think vau're immortal, then
somubody tells you you're ol

ains of freedom

‘It’s too late for
me but there
is still time
to help others’

Juck fiwnsend

I wasi't poing any further in life,
that this was all there would be 10
it For the aest year [ hid from the
world. | changed my address, took
the phone oul, ad isolated my-
sell. 1was & kind of suicide. You
know you're dying, $0 vou slart 1o
behiave ws i you'd already pone.™

The Ads foundation couldn't
ive Jachs fife bes g has piver it
Some mediing agma, 1t has given
me g senwe of seli-worth. They
have durmed me from beang a
quitter to being & Nghier and Tm
going Lo fight unul [ die.

“Udont see mysell as a very
steong pason but i | can po
thraugh all that | have, phy sivally
and emouenglly. and sull bounce
havk, then anyone can. 8o | try 1w
ielp other peapte. (ry 19 get them
out of their sich-bed and into the
sunlight, | ke calls on a hotline
fiom gayy and sirwight  people.
men and women, whe are all very
ansious and { gass on the advice
and informanan that hay been
developed here. Aids 1s f traly
ternble diseise but people whi
hinve 1t aren’t ogres, We' aeed
grve and loves like anyouke
clse. Whatever ume Pyve got lefi 1
wint 1 use wiling people how to

education and prevention. The educated, talented businessman "l coulda't pet over ihe fact that protect themselves. ™
Dawit 4l 1 Civorge Rutherfond. medical
-, directar of the Awds oftice at 1he
N - H‘::gﬁsw::.‘:g:';’;' S Fancson Depariment ol
AlL.  ASES #0i1| 20010 urth Auds or e S e o di
[ v P AN wel
JU YN P -~ K o - _ )
N " TN e s e planity season aii) pifully

v gz




is in America to learn how the-battle against’

the disease is being waged. His rission starts

todayin San Francisco, the “gay capital of

the world”, from where ‘Thomson Prentice;

begins 4 two—part Series on a mghtened nanon

Time hos a!most Tun ot ror Jack
Tewnsend, In the last-three vears,
15 of his friends have disd from
Ajds and he, 100, is Hooied, For
him. as for huge numbers of
uthers, the gay Amcrican. dream
hus became a nighlmare, -
Only fve years ago, San Fran-
cisco celebrated s title of gay

capilal of the world. Today the "

party is over and ils sunlit streets
sad uninkibited ways are pver-
shadowed by & devasiating epi-
demie that so far has taken more
than 1,600 young Tives and will
mcﬂldbly claim many theusands
more. -

By last week there had beea
about 2,820 cases of Aids in a city
whose population js 685,000, The
incidente of the discase here is the
highest in the United States, Only
New York, with a population
more thar 10 times as big, has had
MOTre Cases,

Mare  than  half of San
Francisco’s homosexual popula-
tion of around 100,000 are be-
lieved 10 be camying the Aids
virus, At least hall of therm may
perish as a resuft. The most
conservalive medical cstimate is

‘Crazy days are
over, We've learnt
the hard way’

that “15,000 will contract the
discase and dic within the next few

vears. Health Department officials”

expect 4o Ireat 25, 000 with Alds-
reiated condlllons in the coming
ear,

Every day lhcrc gre at least iwo
mare deaths and three néw cases.
Doclars are bracing themselves
for a second wave of Lhe epidemic.
With the active participation of
hayor Dianne Feinsicin, San
Francisco health and social ser-
vices depariments have in recent
years taunched a serics of palicies
and pregrammes to provide com-
prehensive care and Aids educa-
tion in the city,

The current publicity campaign
is limited (o newspapers, plus
pesters and eaflets in health
centres, public offices and doctors’
wailing rooms. There are no TV
vommercials — the cost is seen as
tao high and local stations have
Wroadeast  public  service
announcements — and no huge

warmugs like those now seen on -
bill-beards i Hnush streets.

The camipaign bas always been
targued ‘mainly at the gay popula-
tion. The current campaign for the
Fcncra] pu‘bhc 45 aimed al dispel-
ing myths. “Some people ‘think
you can catch Aids. from a glass:
you can™,” says ane poster. “Fight
lhe fear with the facts” says
anolher. Doctors have resisted
moves 1o introduce an exchange
system ‘for drug addicts’ needles.
Instead, newspaper and  pasler
adyorts show addicts how 1o
stefilize 1heir needies with bicach.
Most San Franciscans belicve the
aulhoritics bave provided the best
possible resources but individuals
still_believe that the disease is
confined almost 1otally to homo-
seapals and do not believe that
they themselves are at risk.

llow San Francisco Is coping
with this human tragedy and what
tan be learnt from it are questions
that have browsgh! Norman Fowler
and a team of advisers to the city
today. The answers that he takes
home may profoundly affect the
way Britian faces up (o the
epidemic on its own doorstep.

Aids is not only a disease of
homosexuals. As the government
educalion campaign strives to
emphasize, cvery onc is at sk,
Growing numbers ol heterosexual
men, women and their babics are
new developing the symptoms.

But in San Francisco the-disease
s taken its heaviest toft by far
among the pay community. As Mr
Fowier will quickly discaver here,
it"is that communily, helped by
huge medical and educational
resources, whichrcan offer the best
examples of how Aids can be
fought and perhaps controlled.

tack Townsend is such an
example. He is a typical produet of
Castro, the city’s almost cxclu-
sively pay district, 11 is where (he
gay revolution began in the early
1970s, changing the lives and
altitudes of milltons around 1he
world. Its centie is Castro Streed,
an exlraordinary boulevard where
thers have been no laboos and
where the ‘ectenlric. the out-
landish, the outrageous and the
bizarre have "heen not merely
accepted but celebrated for more
than a decade, -

Here, gays from alt over the
United States and many European
citics have miigraled 1o find the
[reedoms denicd them clsewhere,
Predominantly young, while and

middle class, they have sottled
into the surrounding streets of
geotrified  ISth-century  houses
and apariment blocks, opening
gay estate agencies, gay legal firms,
gay bars, cafés and clubs. They
publish and buy gay newspapers,
attend gay churches and eiect ga
potiticians, Theirs is a society wil
its own rudes run for itsclf by itseif.

But 1oday the Castro district is
nalonger the place whereanytiting
goes. Rather, it is where anything
wenl, The notoricus bath-houses
have been closed because aof the
promisciily they  encauraged,
Many gay sex clubs have also gone
and although, gay cantact mapa-
zines are still crowded with Jund
personal ads, many of them are
now for men seeking “healthy safe
sex™ pariners,

THE GRIM FACTS |

More tham 1.5 méflion pmple in
the United States are infecied with

the Aidg virus, accurding tooflictal
estimutes, and g the beginning of -
Americens had

this year 29,001
contracted the disease, OF those,
15,757 bad died. The figures dwarf
the epldemic in Britain where 610
cases, including 293 deaths, had
been reported by December 31. Up
to 100,000 eihers may be carrying
the Aids virus, It is predicted that
by 1991, at least 270,000 people
will have caught Aids in America,
with 179,000 deaths. By then,
hicterosexusl cases will have in-
creased ten-fold 1o 23,000 with
babies born with the discase, New
York is America's worst hlt city,
with 8,681 cases since 1981, 4,914
of whom have died, San Francisco
reported 2,760 cases, Including
1,608 deaths by the ead of 1986“
The disease Is now the third most
common cause of death in (he eity
afier heart disease and cancer.

The Aids epidemic has changed
everything probably for ever and
another revulution is now under
way. “The crazy days are over,”
says Jack Townsend. “We have
learn( the hard way that a sexumd
free-for-all is 2 kilier. By changing
our behaviour, by learning how (o
protect ourselves, we have slowed
down ihe spread of this discase
and reduced the nsks for every-
onc. nol just the gay population.

“We have discovered that we
have a crucial part to play in
fighting Aids. That discovery has
nol saved my life but it has
changed it. 1ts too late for me l)ul
there is still time to help others.”

Jack Townsend is parl of a
utique network that has made San
Francisco n model for Aids advice,
education and prevention. The

City’s fight for survival: Snn Francisce’s gays demonsirate for more financial support to combat the devastatinig effect of the Alds epidemic

city is making formidable strides
towards checking the epidemic.
Jack is a volumicer worker at the
city's Aids Foundation, one of
many well-organized and publicly-
funded groups which provide frce
counsel ling.

The foundation, which Norman
Fowler will visit tomorrow, op-
erates from the fourth floar of an
ald office building in a dag-eared
area of the cily. Amid frenetic
aclivity it produces vast amounts
of leaflets, brochures, posters and
educational videos aimed at every
section of Lhe population, as welt
as [or Aids suiferers, their friends
and families. Many of 13 volun-
teers are sclfsiyled PWAs —
People With Aids.

Jack Townsend, 40, is a well-
cducated. talented businessman

e

who. was 10ld hgshad Aidstwo
years ago. He has n in hospital
more ofien than he can remember,
His baody is wasted by the disease,
his clothes hang loose from his
thin shoulders. He doesn'l have
much longer and it shows, and he
knows it.

“l had been sick for a vear,
losing an awful 1ot of weight,
before the doctors told me | kad
Aids. It was no big surprise by
then. 1 had had one faithfut
relationship for 13 years and then
he died from a heart attack. [ went
loose and feoled around in the
Castro for g year and got infected.
The diagnosis was Jike finding
mysel up 1gamst the Berlin Wall.
You think you're |mmur1n| then
somebody tells you you're nol.

*1 caulda’t gel over the fact that

David Harl

us
AIDS CASES
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250

Aids casas per
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- Aids.. “They s

" g Still fime:
to help others”

Juck Towsisernd

| wiisiTt going any funhc
hat this was a1l there woild be n
it. For the next year 1 hid from the
world. [ changed my address, took
the phone oul, and isolated my
self. [ was & kind of suicide. Y.ou
kaow you'te dying, 50 you start o
belavé ag if you'd already gone.™ ©

"he Aids loundation cowldn’L 65l
save Juck’s Jife bug it hiag glven it -2¢
seme meaning again, “ 14 has given 0%
me a sense of selfworth. - They
have twerned me: from being a
quitler 10 being a fighter and I'm
going 1o fight unyl | dic,

“t don'l see myscll as a very -
strong person bul if 1 can go-
through aftthat © have, physically
and emotionally, and still-bounce
back, then ghyone can. So I Lry 1o
help other people, try 10 gel them
out of their sick-bed.and inte the -
sunfight. [ 1ake calis on 2 hotline
from gays and slraipht people,
men and women, who are alf very
anxtous and 1 pass on the advice
and information that has been =
developed here. Aids is a trely -
terrible distase but peeple who
have it aren't ogres. We need to
give amgt ke love like anyone
clse. Whatever lime I've got lofi I
want Lo use telling peoplc how w0 -
protect themselves.™

r Geerge Rutherford, medical
director of the Alds office al the
Syn Frantiscy  Department  of
Heallh, says: “There is no doubt
thal most gays here bave dramati- <~
cally modihéd their sexual behav- 5¢
jour and reduced the spread of 1)

have fewer sexual
partners and have adepted safer i
sex praclices. As a community ¢
théy have responded very well to -
publiv edncation, If we could pet a
similar response frem the rest of
the population we could be really”
making an impact on this epi-
domic,

“Bul 1hat's going to be very
dilficull, Moest people still don't -
believe Aids is their problem.
tnfortunately, they're wrong.™

Conts andd
Commnicabia
Disaase
(8cotianc) umi
Dec 1936

* Romosexuat &
Totnl 607 bisexusl men
o 638

Survival pack:
What answers will
Norman Fowler bring
back from Bay City?

(" TOMORROW. ) %

'PERSONAL BANKING |

an spread the
your regular bills

When Brltaln went down with a cold

much of the day and stopped  of the talal nf the ﬂock\ [T

Forty years ago tH—
week the countPgs

cnrembhad oo asld

the Third Propramme

fopether The  shorlage
et Bl e wepgupe plantine seasan ad pitifully

al- Brivnn. Subsequeni rain and '
ol Moads led toa disastrously late
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Wellcome Unit’s AIDS Drug Shows Promise

By MariLYN CHASE
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
SAN FRANCISCO —Scientists at the U.S.
National Institutes of Health reported im-
portant preliminary findings that the drug
azidothymidine, or AZT, developed by a unit
of London’s Wellcome Foundation Ltd., may

- at least temporarily reverse some of the

dementia and other neurological disorders
associated with acquired immune defi-
ciency syndrome.

. Meanwhile, an advisory committee to
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Friday recommended approval of AZT as
the first prescription drug to treat AIDS,
just 18 months after the first experimental
dose was given. )

But the manufacturer Bufroughs-Well-

- come Co.,, a U.S. unit of London-based

Wellcome, cautioned that the drug—-to be
brandnameqd Retrovir —will remain in’short
supply, tightly-allocated and very expen-
sive. :

AZT’s use was approved by the advisory
panel only for cases of AIDS with pneumo-
cystis carinii pneumonia, and severe AIDS-
related complex or ARC, the two categories
of patients shown to have enjoyed Improved
survival in a controlled - trial that was
ended last September.

The study at the National Institutes-of
Health, led by Robert Yarchoan and
Samuel Broder of the National Cancer
Institute, reported that four out of five
patients with AIDS-linked neurological dis-

orders improved while taking the antiviral
drug.

The. authors stressed, however, that the

improvemnents were demonstrated in only a
very small group of patients, thus leaving
unanswered many questions about how
many patients may benefit, and for how
long. They added that the findings— which
are scheduled for publication this week in
the Lancet, a British medical journal -
called for a larger controlled study of AZT in
AIDS patients with the brain and nerve
disorders.
- Infact, such a study may be undertaken
soon, according to Anthony S§. Fauci,
director of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases. Dr. Fauci said he
plans a study to test AZT in AIDS dementia
at some of the 19 federally sponsored AIDS
treatment-evaluation units around, the
U.s. , _

Currently, AZT is being considered only
as a treatment for AIDS and its related
prneumonia. If it were found effective for
other AIDS-related conditions, AZT's use
would be broadened considerably.

Infection of the brain and central ner-
vous system by the ATDS virus is one of the
most” devastating - manifestations of the
syndrome. It can provoke a range of
symptems, from simple mermory loss to
outright psychosis, and can cause pain,
weakness, numhbness and paralysis. The
authors said patients with AIDS-related
dementia have a mean survival time of only
4.2 months.

According to the report, one patient in

- the study, a 32-year-old designer with AIDS, -

had deteriorated to the point that he couldn’t
draw or walk rore than short distances
because of weakness, uncoordination and
loss of memory and concentration.

After 16 weeks on AZT, his muscular and
intellectual function improved, enabling
him to walk longer distances, concentrate
and remember and resume his drawing.
Improved function was confirmed through
the use of standardized neurological and
psychologicai testing and through a repeat
of a brain scan.

This patient, however, like others, be-
came anemic during treatment with AZT

and required several blood transfesions .

during his therapy. As reported, bone
marTow suppression, frequently - véquiring
blood transfusions, is AZT's most serious
side effect. “AZT has a price,” Dr. Broder
warned doctors at an immunology senrinar
in San Franecisco last month. “Many pa-
tients can’t take it or must have it
curtailed.” -

Dr. Broder saild he was encouraged
because the drug provides the first relief
from “the long night of dementia” that
imprisons many AIDS patients.” ‘“What
these findings suggest is that some patients
can be released, at least temporarily, from
their dementia by anti-retroviral therapy,”
he said in an interview. “We still don't know
how many patients will find such release,
and how many will be summoned back.”

[
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Calis for .

‘prophet’

Anderton
to quit

POLIOE chlef Jamos
Anderton was oalled on
to reslgn yesterday lol-
lowing  his statément
;hat he bnrtine\m? 1&9 ‘;ﬂﬂv

e 0 prophet of Gad.
-ownablﬂm in  Man-
chastor an fo write: 10 1859
Home . Seoretary clalming
that their cutapoken chief
gonstable—alroady. at tha
centra oF vontroversy over
his  ALDS speoth  last )
month-—should no jonger |
Fun the elty's foroe.

On Radlo #'s raliglous
affalrg  programme  on §
Sunday, 5Sé-yoarold Mr i
Andorton sakd he used his
Jois a2 ‘am Instrument of
Gotl's ludgmant' and
slaimed ¢ *IT Jesus was horo
today e ay well have
spoken Jn ternis gimilar 1o
the ones § used’

At @ moating of the
oty caunail’s pefico moni-
torlng  oommittcs, chalr-
wan Tony Mocardell said
it amazes mo that o okiof
constable- of a vory largd
polige  f0rce goukd .ooma
ot with suoh rubbish,

it appeare fo o that
b his gane gver the top’

.
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"Frisco AIDS trip

‘;I’W(_) top British officials areived In San Framclsep l"oday

on & three-day visit to study ways af treating  AIDS,

whick has Killed at Peast L600 peogle in (he Amerlcan

city. - -

. Soclal Services Sceretary Norman Fowler' und 'Sir

Denald Acheson, Britain's chlel meijon] officer, will visie

Bospals and dlscuss potentta) treatavent with dectors,

" Mc, Fowler hag Predicted 25 many us 4,000 Briggng

will die by the end of the decade from AIDS, which de- |

stroye the body's natural defence system. R !
Ameng those at higk risk from rhe isease are hontp. !

sexual men, who form a large comtupity ln San Franeisco, |

S
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Evening Herald, Tuesday, January 10,1987 1L

' call for wedding AIDS tests

AIDS tests for brides and
grooms  “wonld  Le
prudent precauiion”
hefore marrlagey an
eminent dovtor sauid
todav.

Professor Alan Browne
of the Department of Ob.
stotries and  Gyunaesology
1o the Rotunda Hosplial
sajd that peoeple would
never  get  marrjed  to
snmeone f  they kuew
their pariner had A com:
municable  and  teyminad
disease.

#It is not like <aneer or
TB. AIDS can be spread
te a partner and 1o
hables..

A test before nvarringe
s a pretey geod igdea, pdr-
ticulatly if you live in an
area  where AIDS s

faklng @ on epidemic pros
portions.'”
Prof, Broewne is alse

. member of the Chureh of

Trctandl's  Role ol the
Church Committee, Init
sald he was nal espressing
an official church view.

Clurch * of  Jrcland
spokesman  Jehn  Butler-
more said that the Pre-
fessor was “talking s an
informed layman, with i
spreciallst knowledge,”

If people peiting mar-
red could not  bring
themseives 1o lalk  hon-
estly about  theic  pasl
sexual hlstories, an AIDS
test  for  Loth  parlners
would be a prudent thing
1o do, saisl Profl. Browne,

The taking of the fest

need not involve *all that’
much of 8 perlormance,”
he added.  “Aflter all,
you'se got 1o take oue if
vow're poing (o Saudi
Arnbia, and marriage {y
much wore impartant,”

Church  of  England
ciergymen  have  already
suggested the jab-and-tell
creeitings, with Northamp-
ton - Archdeazon  Dasil
March saying, *“k would
e a little Jike haring 2
ear MOT

meamwhile,  Md. Tim

. Cantwell of the Cutholic

Press  Office  sald st
such tests would have fme
plications (or the freedom
of the individual.

¢ was not spmething
the Chuteh huad gisen ais

tention Lo, but in his opl-
nlon 2 person would liave
ta be *absolutely  per-
verse” o pet  mrried
wilthoul 1elling their
beloved that  they  had
AlDS,

wi'wg people who are
about to marry i love
would have te el each
ather any inhibitiens to
thelr wnicn, full open-
ness and [runkness.”

Dean Yictor Griflin ol
51, Patrick's  Cathedral
said  that (he jdea of
blogd 1ests  Tor couples
abaul (o mairy ralsed
dyery complicated issues”
He would have o con-
slder it earefully befure
eniutlng as oplniane he
said,
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AVRIL, 18, f
Uhreé years age. Sipce then she has had
ene long term relationship which Tasted
fourtcen months, and ‘many casual boy-
friends. She has stept “with five different

~boys in that time,

Y Durlng 1986 Avril went Lo her loval family
planning clinic and was prescribed the | She
feels, in tuking i1, she is being responsible, ruther
than  permissive.

She  dioesn’l  see
anything wrong with
sleeping  with & boy.
Sometimes  It's  ex-
pected  though  she
would never do it
unless she too wished.

She is copeerned about
AIDS and now  Insists
that the boy tses @
condom. This, she says,
ean make for. difficullies
and embarrassments.
Would U nolL be saler to
refrnln from sexual
activity altogether? Avrll

shakes her Dead: “It's vot
that . casy, you're saot of

committed™. perienee. and  girls
Mot afl young uecple Tave fallen in and pul
feel the sama. Lucy, still a love (and lusth
yirgin at twenly (despite good Lime and a mi
many mal¢ suggestions Lo time, ol io the jostinclive
change her status) belleves gearch  for Mo [ Miss
the sexualty transmitled Righl.
AIDS virus is a new and It was all part of thbe
credible reason for necessary  business  of
avoiding casual sex. - growing up. And  whil
% - think  that’ many mosl secielies have sought
young poeple now  will o veto pre-maritul sex, it
deeide 1o be faithful to has flourished  regardless,
one persen, lopelully the it hidden and illicit,
person  they will laer Indeed  the pagemis of
marry and spend their life today's young peoplc, 0
with". often labelled  permissive,
Some  people say that have ©Dag thelr  fling,
fear of AIDS is pulting Avril's parents were nol
old stivle morslity  bavk available Tor compierl. as
info  fashion. In o poll they are blissfully
aken (n London tecently, unaware of the full details
37 per cent of young of their daughter's
peaple surveyed wanted a nocturnal activities.
return Lo old  (ashioned But they too
chastity und fidelity, presumaliy had their day,
Mind you, the though 's nol easy In
metivation s prebably get  teday's  middie-ayed
two parts fear to one part parenls to  falk about
ethics, their  youthful in
diseretions.
For sumle honest
Gorgeous recollestions b contacted
Hrian, (a1 45, sUll very
Bernapd, 22, leok A dishy), know"
summer job In Ameshea affectinately and
s vear gnd had an ex- acevrately as “The Stud”
tremely  cuelelutie - stay, in paris of Dublin 4
“The giﬂ's Were ROVECOUS Lwenly yea's ago,
1.;‘."_ youwd pe alruid to "We were mostly In it
fss  them, nevw mind for the fun” he sass now,
anything else, in cise they "but there’s no doubt we

were ATDS varriers™, irbed It an, and some_Rirls
Wis friend David, 21, did and some girls didn't.

says that while the strects We were quite
of Dublin- are far loss philosephical and matter-
Likely to be populnted by of-fact about the <halling
D Infected  ALDS  carriers, up, Some  nights  you
fewr will have @ knock-en struck it rieh, othery not.
alfect. “Looking back 1 can't
“You'd want 0 he very remember any thought at
stupid ta  be  slecping all about getting a  girl
around  casuolly  these pregnant. We were quile
days; 1 think people are innacent really, thowgh 1
golng ta be much more supposé the betier des-
careful™, cription is irresponsibie”.
So vould it be that the “There was no guestion
wheel has  weaed  full |, of any  danger o the
circle, amd that fear witl fellow,  We  had Tan,
de whit auihorily without any steings  at-
couldn't — that 1s shackie dached, When 1 think now
e sexual freedons  that of any young lad behaving
taday's young people had in that way lowards my
come o expecl as Mhelr own duughter, I'm quite
rlght? herrifled, particularly with
I's o philosophieal the new danger of AIDS
jssue s well as a health and olhes sexually
and  morality  question, transmitied diseases,
Rlght down (he apes, Times have changed',
youth has sown t's wild Maeve alse wis
oats  and  reaped  ex- prepared o reminisce

You'd want to be

stupid to sleep

around these days

‘,,} Srine®
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I¥'s not just nice
gi'rls who say ‘no’
anymore, repor?é'
Anne Dempsey

about simpier dimes, "t Tundamental
sounds terrible, but for @

lot aof couples it was a times  —  what  you'd
case of How Tar You learnt a4t school,  the
Counld Go. without gaing church,  pur¢nts,  from

the Whale Way, We never
used the phrase  heavy it.

petling. bui that is what “There was 4 &IFURg
it was, sense of right and wrnng.

"I'm polng  back I3 A girl was condditioned (o
sears. and at  thal Line have respect for  heesell,

i's  safe  ta  say the and  there
majority of couples doins
a line did net sleep

gelting mariled, the boys
toa. though some of the
hard men liked to protend
they were | veIy = ex-
pflrmll:ﬁcd. I think it was often mean
all alx, them, and

. talkin
Liberal faghiers ¢

“in s

semeone, or having a one AlD
night stand meant kissing,

were digeouraged, though

have been more liberal pre-miital

with their fuvours than 1. saying s diffiowll  for

"We didn't seriously young people today, and
consider slecping with a they have to cope with
bay, though it was dis- problems and issues that
cussed. There was a fear Wwe were agver presented
of pregnancy, but more with.”

Helping young people to be more responsible

THERE is little doubt that young prople
are sexvally sctive these days In o way
their parenis atver drexmt of.

In 1961 Dector Mary Shori conducted
a survey in the [rlsh Family Planning
Assuclation clines and found that twenty
per cent of first time attenders were

between the ages of 17-20.

About 15 per cent of these were
already sexually actlve for almost Iwo
sears bejare seeking vontraceplive ndvive,
More than one-third had aleeady been
prezaant.

These statisties  indleaie  that  many
vaung people did not know much sheul
their bodies ot relatlonships, The I1E1°A
responded by rnaning - courses  [or
professionals working with young people
on sex  education  and personal
relativaships educatien,

This led to the recognition that yeuny
people oeed 19 be invalved in their uwn
educatjon. In  Januvary 1985, ACTS
Adolesgent Conlldential Telephone
Service was launched, They bad 652 cally
during 1985, and even then worrles aboul
sesually dransmltted diseases were the
third most comman type of call reeeised,

By last automn this steady trlekile of
cails had Increased 1o a flood, and the
fevel of culls about ATDS increased
sharply.

than that,
the whale atlitude of the

each vther - - was szainst

was @ sense
that our bodies were the
sle tempics of the laly Ghost
together. We were virgins and that we should treat
them according)s,

for today's voung peaple.
Geing with someone now
Teeping with
know {rom

daughters that
olien prossure
“Getting off with Now with the advent ol
. sleeping  around,
having o good Ume, could
that’s all. Roaming hands quite  literally  be  the
death of them,
some of my [riends may “I'm onof
sex, I'm just

which is_turning people off :

fecl sony

my own
there s
o du s

condoning

“Typicafly voung people want (o know
what is ATRS, how can [ siep myseli
gettlug AIDS, what do [ do If [ think T
have AYDS,” says 1FPA's youtl officer,
Jon C'Brien,

“Oyy respponse ls Lo explain what AIDS
Is, and explain bow It can Le coupracied.
There Is still a lot of ignerapee alkoul the
disease, and we have had to allay a lot of
untruths,

Y“Far [nstance, some people (hink you
cun get AIDS Just by talklng to sumeone,
tirat t can he passed dowsl the olfice
rether  lke a 'flu virws, Other  ecalless
worried that you could get it by sharing
a glass In a pub with a persan wha could
be infected, None of this, of ceurse, i
irie,

Be careful

“When it ¢omes 1o mininislng risk,
our oveenll cmphasls ls 1o encourape
responsible Lehaviour, We give (hem the
facts, We say the more people thal you
have intercourse wlth the more likely you
are 10 be at risk,

"We wuy Be carcful who you sleep
witht the greatest risk will come [rom
peogle you do not kmow, and thut ouoe
nlght stands are extremely dangerous,

Evening Herald, Tuesday, January 20, 1987

“#Tlhey sometimes respend by saying:
“what if 1 meet sumeone really njce snd
wand  to sleep with 1bhem?' In that
sltmiion If they musl, we sirongly urge
them to use a condom®™,

Since the servlee opened, the young
counsellers have been dlsmayed at cie
high leve! of young, wvaprofecled sex
golng on in Treland,

Mazy youudg people have [
contradiciory altitude (o sex — mamely
1's ull right to do ity but not all rlght to
plan 1o do 11, and take precantions
accordingly,

“Many ygung people experlence guilt
wt the thiought of uslog contracepiion as
it implies ‘premeditated sex’ and they
consider It anathema (o their religious
upbringing andfer remantic beliefs” suays
juh,

“With  the AIDS  threal, 1 s
particulurly important now ihat  peaple
are in possesslon of the full facis, and il
they are golng fo have Infercourse (hat
they peofeet  themselves  as fully  as
possible™,

1Le Joes not believe that the spread of
ALDS  will Be Tesponded {0 by an
autbreak of puriten Yictorian behaviour.

©1 thiok it's important to say that in

our experlence the malority of young
people sre nol promscuosis.

"What is  true thal  u  serious
relatlonship today @s  more  likely to
Include intercourse than would hasve becn
the case e the past,

“But 1 den't think ALDS  will
fundamentally affect young pegple in the
way thoy act, The fear of egnaney in
the past hasn't stopped people siveping
tocgher, and 1 think it wlll be the sume
wlili ALDS,

A challenge

“Bur white | don't feed there will be a |

telurn to tradltiosal yalues, 1 do hope
there will be the beginning of responsible
behaviour, Ty

“AIDS 15 a challenge Lo young people
We now have to gel over ih¢ mgessage
that it is now maore loving and earing to
take precautions™,

ACT.S, the Adolescenl
Conlidentlal Telephone Servlee is al the
trish  Family Plannlng  Associalion, 1§
Muuntjoy Square. Telephoue #1 7507235,
THH4133, 729504,

T
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Britain's soccer bosses today
warned players to stop kissing
each other after scoring goals
or risk catching AIDS.

The country’s 2,000
professionals raceived a grim
letter from the Football
Association alerting them to
the dangers of the killer
disease.

The warning is backed by
F.A. Secretary Ted Croker and
medical chief Dr. John O'Hara.

Dr. O'Hara said: “We don't
mean to be alarmist, but we

feit we had to do something.
We've done our best to stop
kissing and cuddling to
celebrate goals, without much
success.

“Now we aim to frighten
players into it,’" the letter,
entitted AIDS and Injuries in
Football, is also going to part-
timers and amateurs in more
than 30,000 clubs.

It warns:

B Don't drink celebration
cthampagne from the same
bottle.

bath for

Swap the communal
showers.

B Treat open cuts with a sterile

dressing and use surgical
gloves.

If you have to give the kiss-of-
life, use a mouthpiece.

Don't share strips,
toothbrushes or razors.

Clean bloodstained clothes or
articles immediately.

Stay with one sexual partner,
use a condom, and don't sleep
with prostitutes.

e
.

[
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Campaign

on Aids
texplicit’

By CHRIS DOOLEY
DETAILS of an explicit cam-
paign to highlight the dangers
of Aids will be presented -to
Government Ministers at
today's Cabinet meeting. .

Health Minister, Mr. Des-
mond  confirmed yesterday
that the campaign would
clearly spell out the dangers
of the deadly virus along the
jines of the one being run in
Britain. "It will be guite
explicit, there's 0o doubt
about that”., be told the
{RISH PRESS.

The campaign, involving a
“major advertising programine
‘on how to prevent the spread
of the disease, will be
Jaunched jointly by the
Department of Health and the
Health Education Bureau
before the end of the month.

Mr. Desmend said it would

advice service and an addi-
flthough it is widely expected
that the campaign will advo-
cate the use of condoms, the
Minister said he would not be
deflected by objections from
the Catholic Church. “The
campalgn wili go on,” he said.
' Asked whether he “believed
a different government would
be as - resolute on the issue,
Mr. Desmond glibly replied:
A change of Government
won't pget rid of Aids, It
might get rid of me but it
won't get rid of Aids” )

also include a freephone

tional  counselling service. |

S
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Fis

AIDS

Sir, — In the Babel of voices
raised in connection with the
AIDS virus, your Medical Corre-
spondent’s calm assessment is to
be welcomed. Bqually welcome is
the balanced and caring statement
of the Catholic Bishops. Less

welcome is the biiter attack on”

the Catholic Hierarchy expressed
in his letter to you (January 15th)
from ' GEfYY Rochie, ™' > 77
"It is dlear — und has to be
emphasised — that homosexual
practices, recourse to prostitutes
and drug addiction are the crucial
bases of the spread of AIDS, That
the innocent, including haemo-
philiacs, spouses of the bisexual
and of drug addicts and even the
unborn, should also be at risk is
all the more reason to point the
finger to where the problems lie:
what is not right is the frenzied
implication that the whole of
society is at risk. Thereafter, it is
surely proper to say that chastity
outside marriage and - fidelity
within marriage are, for the vast
majority, the first line of defence.
It is surely not uncharitable,
though it may be idealistic, to
suggest that the groups imme-
diately at risk should be helped to
change their ways for the better.
But there's the rub: we live in a

society where better, if it implies
restraint, is an unwelcome con-
cept. The slogan “Play Safe”
which has been used in Britain
may be thought to imgly accei)-
tance of a “Playboy and Playgirl”
saciety where tﬂc only norm is a
risk to health.

Forty years ago, C. 5. Lewis in
his brilliant “Screwlape Letters”
pointed out that human déstruc-
tion begins in the mind and in the
misuse of language, George
Orwell agreed with him and evi-
dence of this Newthink and
Newspeak is very relevant in the
present context, Thus the hi-
acking of the word gay to mean
immoscxual is a sad joke: that
many splendid people have homeo-
sexual leanings is not the point,
rather the attempt to portra
homosexuality as a wholly fegiti-
mate and normal way of life: it is
not, and perhaps the present
debate will lead to a clear, but
measured and charitable, re.
assessment of this situation.
Intemperate attacks on the

bishops is not an answer., —-

Yours, etc., .
ROGER WHITE.
St Martin’s,
Cliffoney,
Co Sligo.

5
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AIDS unit opens

in London

BRITAIN’S first purpose-built
AIDS ward opened yesterday to
treat four male patients. They will
be given high doses of drugs to
tackle breathing problems and
coughs at London's Middlesex
Hosgita[ before being sent home

In about three wecks.

The £350,000 ward, to be
officially opened by the Princess
of Wales in April, can take up
12 patients, They will all be men
to begin with, but women may be

admitted [ater.

The hospitat said yesterday the
ward would have anopen visiting

policy, -

The  British Social Services
Minister, Mr Norman Fowiler,
began a visit to San Francisco
yesterday fo see the kind of
facilities” set up for AIDS victims

there,

Chart topping pop group, The
G gI]IJ JPc_:in the fight

Gommunards, wi

against AIDS next week when
they are to stage a concert at the
Barbican Centre in London (o
raise_money for Action Against
AIDS.

And British tourists visiting the :
US were advised not lo have sex :
there by Dr Michael Waugh, of
Leeds General Infirmary, yester- !
day. Anyone who did have sex in
the US should seek expert advice
from their lacal sexualiy-
transmitted diseases clinic when
they returned, he said.

A vaccine against AIDS is
unlikely to be available for five
years or more,- although tests on
experimental substances are ex-’

ected to go ahead this year, two
%S experts said in Geneva yes-:
terday, They toid the World
Health Organisation it could con-
ceivably be “much longer” before |
a vaccine would be found. —(PA)




London Times
20" January 1987

Moral spokesman
produced 4 deman

: M

v Anderton's outspoken stance on Aids

d for his immediate resignation yesterday.

. what powers Lhe commutlce or

very large and imporiant pol- |

Call for
Anderton
to resign

By fan Smith
and Peter Evans

A psychiatrist may be asked
lo cxamine Mr James
Anderton. Chief Constable of
Grezler Manchcster, aflet a
weekend interview in which
he suggested he mght be 2
praphel chosen by CGod
speak out on moial ssues.

Members of  Manghesier
City Council Police Manilor-
ing Comniitiee agried vnani-

mously- at 8. 90~ ;mluulcﬁ

P ¥ o
| Lénding atlele ™~ 18]
mecling yesierday that they §

wanl My Anderton o resign as
leader of England’s largest |-
rovincial police force
immediately.

The chairman, Mr Anthony
McCardell, is jo invesligate

\h¢ Girealer Manchester Palice
Authocity, of which he is

Labour group leader, have 1o}

frce Mr Anderton 1o undergo |-
a psychiatric ¢xamination.

“[ have heard excerpts of
My Anderton's latest sermon
from the mount and it amazes
me the Chief Constable of &

ice force could come oul with
such rubbish, he sait™. |
“If he was the chiel exce-
utive of a council or a chief
exeeutive of # firm 1 have no
doul we would be advising
him te seek medical help. 1t
appears lo me he has gone
right over the top this time,
“One must begin o ques-
tion the sanity of a senior
police officer who scems 10
helieve he is a prophet,
Pointing . wul 1hat Greater
Manchester has the biggest
crime rate and lgwest detee-
lion fate, Mr McCardell snid:
Sif Mr Anderton really is
God's  messenger  then he
Continued on page 14, col 3

in
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terms..of “strict: logic and
purg:theotogy there is little to
fault-~ntany: of - the - prolific

protigiticéments < .of = Chief

Constable‘Anderton about the
101 between, policing
te tigrality.. It was

10 speaksof those at tisk from

AIDS“F:“BME“-“E» around’ i a '.A‘_["ecl divine lnspira:tion isavery
;7 *horrid” thing. It is:also a very: -
unconstructive thing in that it .

hurgiEssesspit-of their own

making”. It was, indeed, not ™

stridfly “acturate:- there are
some, wholly innocent victims
of AIDS (people who have
caught it _from-blood transfu-

sions or—front-legitimate li- -

aisons with infected partners).

As far as homaosexuals - go,
those who rhay be_judged to
have been bern in that con-
dition are faced with a dire
choice beilween complete
continence (a  notoriously
difficult-condition to achieve)
and :what Christians regard as
serious:sin, That is:a dilemma.
withi *whiclr €ven a Christian
polivenran-should show a mea-
sur¢ of sympathy. ‘

The note strongly struck by
the-*Chief- Constable’s more
recént pronduncements, -how-
ever, does raise preater diffi-
culties.” Comiparing  himself
(somé " would say . not
unfavourably) with John the
Baptist and even Jesus Christ,
he has announced himself to
be “an’ instrument of divine
providence: o

Now,. intrinsically, there is
nothing -absotutely wrong
about that,” Are’we not, on a
Christian view; all instruments
of divine providence? Did not
Saint Paul remind the rulers of
carthly kingdoms, with strong

“uncharitable of him -

. .COPS AND PROPH

insistence, that they held their
comntissions from on high?

" "Well, there is a question of -

taste involved. It is. one thing

“to be a lieutenant of the Lord
and quite another to keep on -

saying you are. As the great
Bishop Butler reminded. Mr
Wesley, the pretension to di-

provokes many ordinary mor-
tals to scepticism and even
derision.: ‘

It is not, however, purely a
maiter 6f-faste. Even in terms
of the theology which he so
much loves, the Chief Con-
stable should observe the
distinction between the two

‘swords, the spiritual and the

temporal — the first wielded by
the Church and directed to the
salvation of souls, and the
second  directed towards
maintaining the general fabric

- of society, to putting .down

crime and upholding the rule

‘of law. :
Both have a religious signifi-

cance, but they should never

be confused with each other.

This is.so .even in homoge-
neous Christian societies. It is
vastly truer in the pluralist
society in which we live. Mr
Anderton should recognise
that we are afflicted by pro-
found divisions not anly about
private morality but also aboyt
public policy.

There are those who think
that the social consequences of
unemployment and the alleged

-iniquities of the City are a
‘greater threat to Christian

civilisation than sexual

ETS -

promiscuity or even violent

.. ¢rime. This view is profoundly

misguided, but it is. widely
held.

A Chief Constable who leaps

into these. controversies; -ap-
points himself as Leader of the

" “morat - majority” and starts

laying about him in all direc-

- tions “concerned “with sexual -
perthissiveness and ‘social in- .

discipline will -be- regarded,
however -unjustly, -as a parti-
san. What people expect Jof

him is a cold, just, impartial .

administration of the law.

On his knees at night, he
may well reflect
performing this service (some-
what less dramatic than that
performed by John the Bap-

that in !

tist) he is serving God; so he is;
but the public deciaration of |
the fact does not enhance his -

authority. As & Christian he is
commanded to be as wise as a
serpent and as genile as a dove,

not, to allude to the famous |

remark of Samuel Butler, the
other way round.

It is certainly the business of

the state {on this Mr Anderton
is right) to promote what is
good and . discourage what is
evil in society;, but the task
must be conducted delicately
and with a proper regard to
whatever may be the current
state of public opinion. It is
always dangerous for those (be
they judges or policemen) who
are concerned with the admin-
istration of the law as it is to
animadvert in general terms
about what it should be. A

period of silent contemplation -

from Mr Anderton (not his
dismissal} would now be wel-
come.
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;AS Sacial Services
gecretary'Nonnan
Fowler continues his
fap! {-finding mission 10
J Aids-ravaged San
Ftancisco, in his battle
to control the killer
! disease in Britain,
Thomson Prentice

B e AR

% THIS PROJES
T
WITH THE'MQQ'\E}}

. :
HOME FOR TeRmg,

o h oM
reports from one of

he first hospices for ORGANIZATION. LA
2, helpless victims @ FUNDS FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE BULDMCChIsc ot

e rooms in the farmer COMING HOHE HOSPICE
convent are small, quiel : : s 30?“'3IREEI .
L and bare wilh space for AN F_Rhﬂg_;sm, CAQHSE:
4 not much more than 3 = e CONT
i single bed and a ehair by . B,\{Aﬂﬂ” !
Ve window. As Norman R FRAHG’SW =y

<o HoRE 0
ron ofE L

Hos?

lor gazed ima them yesterday
questions were in his mind.
2 must it be Like 1o come here O
. and how many places likg this
would son be needed in Britain?
fhe Coming Home hospice for
rerminally ill Adds patients is the first
ot its kind n San Francisco and was
Ihe first stop yesterday far the Social
Services Secretary on the opening
ddy of his fact-finding mission 10
America.

The hospice. a square 1wo-StoTey
wuildiog in the Castro district of the
city, will take in it first residents in
(e next few wecks becausé the
public hospitals can no longer cope.

What Mr Fowler is finding hese is
a city which, despite huge effarts,
careful planning and massive spend-
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SOCCER chiefs were accused yesterday of fuel-
ling an AIDS panic with their stark “don’t share a
bath” warning to players.

. Foolballers have alsc been lold not to drink from the
. same botle, and to but back on the use-of the sponge if
. they want to avoid catching the disease — but they can
carry on kissing.

The advice, sent by the Football Association of
England's 2, 000 professional and hundreds of thou- -
ands of amateur players, was Immediatety condemned
s “scaremongering and sensationallsing” by the
Professional Footballers' Association,

2 YIt all seems complelely over the top,” said BFFA
‘secretary Gordon Taylor.

An ALDS expert said the warning made the FA “look
stupld™, and would qauss uingcessary worry,

The FA has advised players: Don't share a bath, but
use a shower; don't share toothbrushes or razors; don't
drink from the same beitle, but use disposable cups;
treat open cuts wilth a sterile dressing; and use a mouth-
plece to give the kiss of lite,

FA spokesman Glen Kirton sald: “Football, llke any
physical contact sport, will Increase any risk of infection
from AIDS, and this document alms to provide players
with commonsense precautions,

“Bul nowhere does the document say that players
should stop kissing and cuddling to celebrate a goal.

*It by no means intends to Imply or scare peaple into
thinking that there Is an AIDS danger in foothall, any
more than there s In society generally ” s ; il

FA medical chiet Dr John O'Hara sald: “We are only !
doing our duty to look after footballers, of which there No ban on soccer’'s scoring cuddlers.
are more than haif-a-millicn throughout the country.”
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THERI'S only cne thing
worse than belng a ‘do-
frooder* nowadays — and
that 1z to be & ‘morgliser,
dspecially a  Christlan
moraliser.

Thays the trap thal Janes
Anderton, Chlef Coustable of
Mencheste

right and wWrong ore
apfmnuy nol  words umt.
policeman arg supposed to use
4ny more. -

And if they start telking
abput God they are obviously
ripe for the paychiairic ward.

soviet mmm would  cer-
tmur

Juimes Andertm 18 not; every-
one's cup of tea - nob every
churchinan's and certalnly not
avery polltician’s.

He w born u Methodist and
i3 no the process of con-
o) ins to El.ume' bub in his con-
victlon that there un{‘ moru.l

standerds lald down by
which we defy at our uerﬂ he
heg Klways been conslistent.

Fmthful

oalls for his knstind reslgnation?

I.!ke a0 many controvar-

i Agures, Mr Anderton

hua suffered from belng
{nadequately quoted.

No question that hie sees the

ATDS ﬂswi i a6 the t?lsull.b of
n

‘peopla T, t. urounlr mz.

that he bel.leved

gpenklng to me

}nfltg?’ W h he had

Bub nobody who heard his
Bt e R Toct oy
m%k of him ag either

{nsgne ot a8 & caricrturo of an
ol 'L‘enta;ns:nt prophet trizm-

woke' of myolding
intolerance and rejection; of

enpheal coonpassion ‘and
ergtanding.
Tradition

When adked i he a
pell as a p et of God hn did.

WaY.
‘Thig {s no mote ahd ho Ieus
than any Chrisilan ought to
it God may seck to
180 15 for hia puxpases in ou
dally e, 'I'hat o be & hen
re: \11“ 1o be taken e
o and hobedy can ‘aoctise
Mr X.nd.emn of lacis of gerious-

ness.
What is odd o it
muhmte hl lta lmg’imdl-

of
th.nt it rmuuld ?e uﬁhz
eccentrio for the ohlef guard
of law and order to ace B con-
nwtjl‘t’:g betweon hly feith and

S COMMENTAT'Q

Wliy
should
we think

it strange

when a
public
figure

proclaims
his faith?

Jnmu Andirhn 1 Fad up with the churches' compron
pronovncements

A coentury ago — evon less
— senler civic Qzwres  com-
sw.mlj omn'vcd ihe_ closest
linkg 71 them. Nor did
the pulplv. uu to play its part.

Thal 1t falls today (in his
viow} 13 pult. of Mt Anderton's
cese. e s fod up with the
ohbicaliza’  compromilsing  pro-
nouncesichitd on tnoral issues:
‘They slwnya add & fey ifs and
buld aod maybet,! he com-
pluing,

Dubiocus

To %hich the Bishop of Man.
chesior replles cautiously that
poople with sirong morel con.

" ylotiomy tend to gverstmplif
and el

il to renlise that ‘we live
in & complex world with many
influences on  people’s he-

havlour,’
Flsevlero in the churoh the
Ghiet Cnnstn.bie has been oritl-
cised for lnck of charity aund
poor tasta,
Bui musi we alf apeak
ke Anglican bishops? 13

there po room jor ihe
targer than ife fipure who
sees things in black and
white and days 5o 7

Iy la all very well for the
ohureh to eonment on life non-
Judgmentally and compasstons

ately — ib no lenger bhes much
leverage on how pecple behave

HIYWLY,
o now s hava the odd sltun-
tion of the police ehief who

j& to make & holy gesture or
some practionl propogala.
Ironically, wmu t.hnt cdmer

we!.] k!mwn
E)re hed bo the
ﬂnanciem of the City recently,
rouating It for ite gred, dublous
morality and outingeous nml-
arlea,. ng!

y - pald much
tentlon, Ferhaps it the héad oi D
the FPooud Squad hog done 89,

they would,

Where then, Iy the moral.

leadorshilp to tome from 1f no%

-from Ohrislian lay people as
tyha P

well ns clergy? I
true thel life [s compleated o

tHuw: the issues <an
slmulided (08 they ofton are
with ATDS)

'lmc fact Is that agime peopla
are woaker than others, 6o
hove lost oll confact wﬂh
religluu, many are undar intols
ros&ures from & gocl
zllmﬂt ia igoat.le of ug
1] a b more
don't hehave like animals

Experience

Chrlstisns m commnnded
not merely to save thelr owl
private wula bul, m low;;twh!m

cineans oare £

So the cnumh ‘8 nat

wron g to concern diself
with these soclal gnd gemd-
poiitical  183ues. Nor u
Jomes Andertor
da his duty in me Iignt a.f
ks faitiv as he feels if.
And provided he does that
duty. wny should he not talk

- aboutb it Adter all, he has long

experience ol the world Gf
which ho spenks,

‘What we necd, perhaps, is
cloger relations between
churchmen and policemen ;
more Christlans in the pollce
and more ex-policemen
becom!ing ministers and
priests,

Bach side would be
enlightened by the contri-
hutlen of tha other. And
while we wre about i, it
would be no bad thing to
see z revival of Christian
standards In the Clty of
London.

MS [
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Campaign .
© on AIDS

L JUST a brief note to register:
my bafflement at the current
discussion over a major AIDS
awareness campaign, certainly
a response i$ required but it's
the scale and content of the
response envisaged that is
intriguing. -
1 must confess 1 cannot
appreciate why =ome people
think that vast  resources
should be spent on such a
campaign when 1 believe it
¢an safely be shid that not
even Iin the most remote-

reaches of the istand could a

person even hope 10 avoid
being aware of A1DS, of hear-
ing of its nistory, its effects,
what it's about, how it's
obtained, how it's not
oblained, what it does, what it
doesn't do, and it such is the
case, of the risk the person

running it.

Yet now the Government
proposes that we be lavishly
treated to yet more on a sub-
ject that has already been lav-
ishly and sufficiently dealt
withr for free.

Does the Government mean

suitably aware of and
informed about ail manner of
important disease and afflic-
tion, .their prevention, treat-
ment and otherwise, that
there's nothing else of impor-
tance in the whole spectrum
| of -public health worthy of
i vast funding other than the
'pro;mrtionately jess sigmificant
AIDS ‘virus? BRI
Is it too much to hope that
the: Department of Health. is
above vain, unwarranted . and
}extravagant. responses to
media hype and sectional and

"personal interests? Or could it

be -that our.: Department ' o
Health has its own . lessthan-
public . reasons for following
certain.- courses . -of -action!

Could it" be that’ the Depart. '

ment is making an ~oppor-
tunity for itself..out. ©of the
AIDS virus, that it might try
and face its own-set of values
on the unsuspecting? o
CIARAN MacGUI

Ascal na Fadchoille, LL.
Cugr Bhothar Theas,

An Cuan’ Aoibhinn,

Baile Atha Cliath 8

runs and how they might stop-

to tell us that we are all so.
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James Anderton has done us all a
service in affirming that "An
acceplable moral code in this
country is far more important
. than an enforceable criminal law.”
" Qur grayest danger as a nation is
our present moral vacuum leading
to the disintegration of society.
But | shudder to think what
Bishop Butier would have made of
James Anderton, “Sir, the pre-
tending to extraordinary rev-
elations and gifts of Holy Ghost is
a horrid thing, a very horrid
thing,"” he informed John Wesley.
Joseph Butler's was the voice of
the Established Church in a
distant age of decorum and re-
ligious reserve far removed from
biblical robustness or contem-
porary “born again” Christianity.
Adherents of a liberal faith tend
10 overlook the more furid pas-
‘sages of the Bible. James
Anderton’s remark about Aids
being spread among people “swirl-
ing around in the cesspool of their
own making” should be compared
to the picture drawn in 2 Peter of
sexual depravity: “The dog is
returned (o his own vomit again,
and the sow that was washed (o
her wallowing in the mire.” There
was ancient controversy whether 2
Peter (my least favourite Epistle}
should be included in the New

THE TIMES WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21 1987

" Let not the constable judge

Hugh Montefiore, Anglican Bishop of

Birmingham, joins in the controversy over

" James Anderton’s remarks on Aids

Testament Canon — but it got in.

Whether this kind of judge-
menital language is appropriate is
another matter. Personally, I find
it negative and counter-produc-
tive. The Christian cannot forget
the dominical injunction: “Judge
not that ye be not judged.” That
applies to individuals.

Certainly the gross homosexual
promiscuity which helped initially
to cause the Aids epidemic de-
serves strong condemnation (as
does also heterosexual promiscu-
ity). Bul it is quite wrong to
ascribe Aids to the wrath of God,
unless wrath is understood im-
personally as the result of flouting
the natural law.

Prophets tend to paint in lurid
colours with a broad brush, but
life's realities are more complex.
Whatever one may think of homo-
sexual practice (and it is not easy
lo condemn a whole class of
individuals to lifelong celibacy),
there is a vast difference between

~wanton promiscuity and lifelong

refusal of religious lcaders (which
James Anderion so deplores) to
indulge in generalizations is not
due to their lukewarmness but to
their insistence on doing justice to
the complexity of the moral scene,

But sex is not the only, or even
the most, important aspect of
human behaviour. One could
instance — as James Andertion
apparently docs not — the selfish
greed which bas led to scandals at
Lloyd's and financial rip-offs in
the City, as well as to the growing
number of crimes of horrifying
violence against old people.

It was a characteristic of the Old
Testament prophet that he had to
say words which offended. Jere-
miah, who wrestled with the issue
of false and true prophecy, ex-
claimed: “His word was in my
heart as a burning [lire shut up in
my bones, and | was weary with
foreboding and [ could not stay.”

_But true prophecy is not merely
negative. The Collect on John the
Baptist prays thal “ministers and
stewards of your truth may turn

“ the hearts of the disobedient 1o the |

law of love™. This positive note of |
love secems missing from James |
Anderton's reported comments,
although he claims that selective -
reporting does him injustice. If so,
he deserves heartfelt sympathy.

Christians surely ought o feel
“used” by God, and the Church
should welcome articulate and
prophetic laymen, providing they
are neither unbalanced nor fanati-
cal. Whether it is appropriate for
them to combine the role of
prophet with that of leadership in
a secular organization is a matter
not for the Church but for their
employers. (Their subordinates
may vote with their feet.) ‘

No one can fully divorce his
public utterances from his public
role. It is a matter of thankfulness
that our police forces, despile a
hammering in certain circles, con-
tain so many Christians; but their
public job is confined to the
maintenance of law and order. .
Prophecy is given to an individ-
ual. A position of public influence
affords great publicity to an
individual’s prophctic role; but
the compatibility of the two is a
matter for those in authority to
whom such a person is publicly
accountable,

© Times Newspapers, 1987,

devotion 1o a single partner. The
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Warm welcome
for AIDS drug

SHARES in Wellcome are riding high on its anti-AIDS drug
Retrovir -which should be available to 12,000-15,000 very severe
AIDS sufferers in the US by May. It inhibits growth of the AIDS
virus but has nasty side-effects, chiefly anaemia.

At 272p yesterday the shares were near their atl-time high of
276p. With only a quarter of the equity available to the market,
and plenty of demand both from UK and US institutional buyers,

the price is artificially high.
But the volatile shares will
continue to see waves of de-
mand, so and any dip is a
buying opportunity.

Retrovir shquld get the go-
ahead for use in the US-from
the Federal Drugs Authority
any time between late Feb-
ruary and May. Last Friday an
independent panel of medical
experts recommended it be ap-
proved, for categories it was
tested on: AIDS patients who
also have had pneumonia, and
those wilh AIDS-reiated com-
piex.

Retrovir could earn Well-
come $20m-plus a year once it
gets into. its stride. (But it has
spent $80m creating if). City
analysts say the group should
ecarn £155-165m this year to
end-August (against £1256m)
and £185m-plus in 1987-88.

Wellcome is often called a

by CATHY GUNN

one-product company but this
is not quite fair. It is big in
anti-cough and cold treat-
ments. Its Zovirax anti-herpes
drug is sclling well and has
just won a UK product licence
to be used against shingles.

Zovirax won the Queen's
Award for Technological
Achievment in 1985, and last
year the award went to its
muscle relaxant Tracrium. It
hopes Retrovir might bring it
the hattrick this year., Her
birthday, when the awards are
made, is April 21.

{1
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\'Aids hysteria
» 1n the House

WITH Health Secre-
tary Norman Fowler
visiting Aids sufferers in
San Francise, the US Sur-
peon-General warning that
100 million people world-
wide will die of Aids by the
year 2000 and the Football
Association telling players
not to swap shirts for fear of
catching the disease, hyste-
ria over Aids could reach
new heights this weck when
“MPs discover that the killer
epidemic may have reached
the House of Commons,
Anthony Gilbertheorpe,
who resigned his seat on
Gloucester County Council

at the weekend because of -

allegations that he is visit-
i an Aids treatment clinic
in New York, used to work
as a House of Commons
researcher for Tory MP
Piers Merchant.

“He was with me for nine
months in 1984 and then for
a period last year,” says the
vegetarian MP, who himself

achieved notoriety last year *

when he spent a week trying
to live on the dole,

Others working with Gil-
berthorpe in the Commons

FLAMBOYANT: Gllberthorpe

last summer report that he
stiidenly changed from a
conventional-looking Young
Fogey into a flambuoyant

dresser with pold and silver

streaks in his hair.

At the time he was doing
library-based research for
Merchant, MP for New-

castle-on-Tyne Central, on :

the economic problems in
the Northeast,

Gilberthorpe is now in- !

communicado, following re-
ports that he once kissed
Mrs Thatcher at a party con-
ference and has since
missed meetings for tests on
an un-named blood disease
and visited the New York
clinic,

Su
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Fury as Aids comic
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EXCLUSIVE by
.- PAULINE WALLIN
. COMICS Mel Smith
~and Griff Rhys-Jones
were condemned last
night after joking in a
gketch on Aids that
film star Clint
Eastwood 1s homosex-
ual.

Rambo actor Sylvester
Stallone and movie hero
John Wayne are. also
branded homosexual in
the pair’s gags about the
disease on a dial-a-joke
phone line. .

- Eastwood’s spokesman
in Los Angeles, Leonard
Hirshan, said last night:
“Are these guys mad?
How dare they say Clint
is gay.

Stormed

AWe'd slap a million-dollar
.lawsuit on them if they came
to -America and said that.”

< And -Stallone’s press agent,
Michael Ovitz, stormed: “What
- these e¢omics are saying ig dis-
gusting.” -, .. . .

N

Clint

ALAS: w__s_g. m:.m h..o-._mm _.mo.r.zzam_.mﬁm:nmu_w nervous

Aids experts and homosex-
ual groups are demanding that
the sketch be dropped from
the nationally advertised Ca-
blecom phone-in tape, which
costs listeners 32p a minute.

David Watters of the Haemo-
philia Society, many of whose
members have caught Aids
from contaminated blood, saicd:
“It is wrong to make jokes
about something that kills so
painfully and worries s¢ many
people. .

“And it is wrong to advertise
it to make money out of it.

“You don't hear cancer jokes
or heart atteck jokes.” ]

Jim Edgell of the Campaign
for Homosexual Equality
stormed: “This material is dis-
gusting. It’s just not on to
make jokes about Aids.”

Tony Whitehead, who heads
the Terrence Higgins Trust
which helps Aids victimns, said:
“It’s not funny — it's tacky.”

And volunieers manning the

“the laughter,

gay

Trust’s counselling and infor-
mation helpline in London
were ferious.

One of them said: “What
sort of people think they can
make money out of advertising
jokes on Aids?

“And what sort of people
will-ring up specially to hear
them? It’s ghoulish and makes
our job harder.”

The row has threatened
pians for the Alas Smith and
Jones stars to appear in a
fund-raising concert for Aids
research in April which is due
to feature gay pop group The
Communards.

Sketch

A Communards spokeswo-
man said: “I'm sure the band
would find the Smith and
Jones sketch offensive.”

The comedians were not
available for comment last
night, but Cablecom boss Alan
Taylor said: “This sketch has
been running for two weeks,
and we haven't had any com-
plaints.

“We do not believe the mat-
erial is offensive. It came from
a recording of a live four that
Mel and Griff did last year.

“And as yvou can hear from
the audience

. . .

found it very funny.

ERANDED: Wayne.
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AVE we gone too far in
stressing the fact that
AIDS i3 .not pre-
judiced’ and can strike

“at anyone regardless
of their sexual

affinity ? - I suspect we have.

In & very understandable effort to
prevent the fuelllng of sntl-gay
prejudice, we may have found ocur-
selves alarming people qulte unneces-
sarily by giving the impression that
an unstoppable epidemic of death 1s
about to wipe out mllllons of men,
women and children in the developed
world.

This week has seen the start of
the Government's ‘Don't Die Of
Ignorance' campgign: 23 million
leaflets are being sent out to every
home in the couniry.

The advlce in the iemet about pro-
ulty  and eondom is un-
anbtedvly sound. But the ma}orlty of
those receiving them durlng the next
few weoks are not promiscuous, are nob
homosexual,. and are not intravenous
drug—-abuacrs
How many of this majority really
ARE at risk of ‘dylnisfrom lgnorance’ ¢
The answer may Yory, very few.
Unless belong to the hlxih risk
ironps—lntravenous drug-addicts and
omosexual men. lyou are- highly un-
likely ever fo be infested by the Human
Immuno-deficlency Virus = (HIV), the
virys which can lead to the tull-blown
- disease of AIDS. Recent television news
pletures have shown Norman Fowler
meeting AIDS vietims In San Francisco
—every one of those victims was a humo—
sexual man.

Burden of risk

No one denles that HIV, the so-called
TAIDS virus', can be spread from & man
10 B WOMAD, and viee versa, bat the ach
15 t.h.nt it is very rarely transmitted in
normat heterosexuat [ntercourse when
there m no other :high risk factors

m-n. “but™ wmat sbgut Afriea ;. 7 1

: hmu' wu 8 The example of A.frlnn,—-
1. whel gseuw 18 rife in the hetero-
sexual commumt.y—ls often queted by
‘thage seemingly anxious 0 share the
burdan o! zisk wlbh tht
1 population.

. But 1 the African ex-
porlepce about to become
our . éxpericnce? I dor't
befieve 1t iy,

into the heterasexunl community
i mimte, 4

But now lelis go hack to
Alrica, Hepotitls B

s y, trough sexual
. a&lvm' whlch enableaa%e Ylus  gEAR pprend

N N D 13 .

Has the hysteria
gone too far?

ld Ba:low

. CONSULTANT WORKING WITH AIDS VICTIMS AT
ST THOMAS'S HOSPITA|L, LGHDON

intected this woy, ang she has
more than one sexual partner,
she opn then pasa the disease
ipack to o heterosexusl man. For

. Afriea

the helete- the AIDS virug will be carvied in

suér :::;l a:;nﬂemméamﬂm%_ sexual uummunlty H almosilt bs;a ger vang;;lmﬂu& a?ld ﬂutnhﬁlml:n
any wemen g8 men are linble 03 A ectlon volving

though, unilike ATDS, 1 18 rarely w be infected oxootly the same  outs 0% open sores, the virus

fatal, yictlms do develop immun- Ul Mo
ity and they may nct remaln in-
fectioys indeflnitely.)

1 belleve v.hn.t in Africa, during
neterosexual  Inlorcourse, Lhe

immediately lhas nccess lo hiy
bloodsireain.

Rapid

In the West, Hepatitis B ig par-
sieularly eommon among NOmMo-
soxual and bi-sexusl men, and
highest among those practising
anal infercourse.

The reason why #nol 1nt.er-
coursa 15 so dangerous, in
cpee of both AIDS and Hc'pntit.is
B, 15 ihay |L can Couse (ear
and bleeding in the Hning of the
anus ; the virus has thus Tound g
;fry Tapld route ioto the bloods

TEMN.
Now. Hepatitie B 1s much more
infegtious Lhan AIDS, and smco
it Is passed on In the &
then we should Nnd Hupntltls B
roaring unstoppably through the
geaeral  population. I isn'h.
Hepalitis B s found priznarly
among the same ‘high-risk
groups as AIDS — Infravencus
drug-addicts, mule homosexuals
and those who have recelved
- contemineted  blood  bransfu-
slons. The sprend of Hepaldils B

Hepatitis B virus and the AIGS
virus in the somen have lound
o ranld route into the bLlood-
sbremn which Is not found to the
same extent In the West,
Could thal rouiz be the large
amoum of gonital infectlon
I){ present_ wmong alricans
cf poth sexes which, due to lack
of medical faclliliéy gows un-

end
Infections like, for axample,
NSU (nea-specifie  urethritls)
make the delleate slkin of the
fenale genituls very much more
vu]ncru'gle o the AIDS virus,
Patergsexual intercourse with
&  healthy woman revely in-
vclves tearl:l? of the skin Buk
that skin s nlready damagsd
bv untreated Infections it may
not provide engugh proteclien
agalnst the AIDS vhrus and, ay
in the ease of anal iotereourse,
the vlrus can be very rapidiy
transferred into the hloodstreant
Thus & blsexual man who is
infected with ATDS can give Lhe
dlsease to a wWomen during
normanl sexual intereourse.
Equally, onge u woman I8

. .
Optimism
L

This could well be the renson
the diseuse i spreading fasl in
Africa snong lhe heterosexusl
comnunity.

However, in the affuent
West, with the wider avefl-
atiiily of treatment for
such infections, i's maost
unitkely thal the African
czperience with AIDS (aud
Hopuitlts 8) will be replt-
cated.

And there 15 nirendy evidence
that my guarded oplimism is
justifed, After all, in Americs
where the AIDS epidemlc' flist
teok held there have been al
least seven’ years for the disense
to shread Into the helerosexual
mmmunlry.

]‘3 &n Afrionn - style
epidontlc of hetervaexusl AIDS
hag not occutied ! In Tfact the
peregniage of Infeeled b
sexuals who hove-none of the

high-risk factors hng remalued
conglant at ¢ per cont.

In Britein, the number of
AIDS casae hos risen alarmingly
Teop e proune, OF

BrOUDE.
the AIDS cnses reported go far
to the Communitable Diserse
Burvelllance Centre &t Colin-
dele, 2 per cent. are among
homosexusl or bisexual men,
65 per cent. have resulted from
blcod trensmisslon  (haemo-
philiacs, blocd brensfusion re-
cipients and Intravenous drug-
abusers),

Qnly one per cent. of all .cases
are amony heberoseruals with no
visk foacloTss AsS in  America,

these perceninges.

There are probably upwards of
60,000 people in the UK who bre
already infested with the virus,
the vast mu_lm’ltv being mulq.

. homosu;mu s and drug-addiets.

gay men  are already
slg.m_llcam ¥ altering thelr sexual
behaviour " and  there's  some
eyldence thab addlots are turn-
ing to siternative wavs of getting
their fix,

For those already infec-
ted, of course, the oullovk
is blettk and ilooking aller
them willi put a sine
strain or Hmiled Jucliily
Bt L5 just possible that maost

of the infecllons In this counitry

- have nlready ocgurred and Uial

the number of these trogic cases
will oventually dhpinigh, In fact
the doubling e for the nunwer
of chases in New York hes already
stretehed from mine monbhs i
1983 te 14 monihs in 1988,

Room, if not for opbunism, per-
haps for a liltle less pessimism—
and a grwt deal less hysteria
wbout o ‘new Plague' about lo
awesp Britain.
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ospital

video on

By COLIN KERR

A DUBLIN-BASED company has produced an AIDS
vidleo which Is now available in hospitals in Ireland and

Brituin,

the video, which was made in Dublin, is the only
feishh produced video giving information on the killer

disease.

It is made with the help of the Royal College of

Nursing, in Dritain.

Martin Byrne, chief ex-
ecutive of makers Calsoft
said the video is directed
ar lhe nursing profession
and  hus  been approved
by An Bord Altranais, the
nursing beard.

Mr. Byrne said that al-

though they  have  dis-

atributed & variety  of
videos for nurses in the
past, the AlDS video is
the first- video of its kind
they have produced.

“lt's  not  a  clinicat
video'. said Mr. Byrne,
Yand 'y nat emotive,

“I's  aimed  at  the
medical profession and at
the nursing profession in
particular and we've been
very pleased with the re-
sponise  we've got both
from hogpitals in [reland
and in Brirain®,

Mr. Byrne said that

the production of  the
vidco was a purely com-
mercial venture and they
had not received any state
assistance.

Noel Daly, chicf eox-
ectuive of An Bord Al
teanais, said that although
they were not involved in
the making of the video
they had no objections to
it.  They  would re-
commennd it to nurses
training schools secking
information on the sub-
ject.

“We would alse hope,”
said Mu, Daly, “that when
the Government produces
its  AIDS information
package, that it would in-
clude information aimed
at people responsible for

the care and management
of AIDS viclims".
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FF view
on AIDS

The Government’s pro-
posed explicit campaign to
combat the AIDS threat
may be examined again by
an  incoming Fianna Fail
Government, Opposition
Health  Spokesman  Rory
O’Hanlon has warned.

He said there was a nec-
essity for any literature in
the campaign to make it
clear  that the use of
condoms only reduced the
risk of AIDS but could not
climinate the disease.

Dr. O’Hanlon added that

a single partner was the

ideal solution to the prob-

lem, but where people had

more than one partner, they
could consult their family
doctor about protection.

Dr. Brian Lemass, County
Physician at Nenagh Hospital
told North Tipperary Health
Committee he was not awars
of any scientific evidence
that cotdoms ensure pro.

ctection against AIDS, :

Dr. William Heelihy,
Thurles, said anyone sugsest-
ing that condoms were
protection against ATDS was
living in cloud cuckooland, -
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Doctor in
Aidsiro

doctor who said schools
.should issue condoms to chil-
‘dren to protect them from
“Aids has been suspended and
‘may face disciplinary action,
his employers said yesterday.
Dr. David Josephs, director
of community medicine in
‘south Bedfordshire, said teach:
Yers should explain the disease
‘to pupils from the age of ten,
'E'and condoms shouid be freely
E.available to children who have
tbegun to experiment with sex.
iLast night South Bedfordshire
¥iealth Authority announced
that it had suspended him.
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{¥OLIER STREET, DUBLIN 2
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IRISH TIMES

Sir,—I do wish that they would

cease, and desist from, their psr-
sistent efforts to annoy and Upect
me and force me to write letters
about them to The Irish Times!

Could the Rev Leahy (letters,
January 17th) explain exactly
what is meant by the words he
quoted from “Humanae Vitae':
“Bach and every marraige act
must remain open to the trans-
mission of life”? Taken literally it
must mean that sexual intercourse
cannot, without being sinful, take
place (1) between infertile couples
(2) once the woman is post-
menopausal and, most
interestingly (3) during the “‘safe
period’ of each cycle.

I am sure Father Leahy is
aware of the change in the
teaching of the Catholic Church
which now states that procreation
is no longer considered to be the
only purpose of sexual inter-
course, nor is it even held to be
the primary purpese. It has,. a’
long time ago, been assigned co-
equal status with the mutual satis-
faction' of the couple.

1 believe that the worcis .

“intrinsically evil and seriously
sinful,” quoted by Fr Leahy,

THE BISHOPS

need to be looked at very care-
fully in future translations into
Engiish of the various documents
that emanate from the Vatican.
Some years ago we Wwere given
these same words in relation to
masturbation. How ridiculous,
apart from being unchristian, to
accuse the intant and the young
child of being evil and sinful.

Because the occasional official

saint has accused himself of sin-
ning in his mother's womb or in
his pram are we all to be con-

demned before we reach the also,

interestingly decided upon age of
reason? Have ali our pious cfforts
thereafter been in vain if we have
not confessed our infant sins?

Would some moral theologian
care to comment on my
comments? ’

I have been told that there are
interestingly different ways of
transtating [atin, depending both
on the language into which it is
being translated and on the par-
ticular siant that may be. desired
by the hierarchy of each country.
— Yours, et¢.,

MAEVE FITZGERALD,

Chestnut Lane,

Dangan Lower, @

Galway.

Suwe
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ward on the Aids front line

nfectiovs discases going, 1
tell them that we are far more
protected than anyene sitting
on a bus. There you never
know wha's going to he next
to you — they might have
measles or TB —but we know
what we aro doing, and are
propared.”

The atmospherc on the
ward is unexpectedly re-
laxed. Slster Anthony's phl-
losophy i3 to "keep smiling”,
positive thinking being ano of
the key factors in getilng
well.

“It ls enly practical,” she
anys. “If you are depressed
under any clrcumstances, it
does lower your tmmuno
system.

“Tyen if you have a row
with your boyfriend, you will
find yourself suddenly eatch-
ing cold. ¥For cur patients ft
can be vital to think forward
and think on,”

‘The“patlents have private

rooms but can mix wi_t‘n ang .

another st will, RIRN
The ward is often lively

an Alds party was: hold fo-

celebrate Christmias = and

friends_aie allowed to stay.%

RROW

AT g i

SISTER WITH SPIRIT: Mary Anthony pro

fla

LTI

i
vide
Each rocm has a [ridge and
patlents are allowed to keep
their own food and heat it In
Sister Anthony’s microwave
oven,

Self-protection means con-
stant changes of aprons and
gloves, “Somatimes it fecls as
though we do nothing all day
but change in and cut of our
aprons,” she says, “but that is
necessary to be safe,

“Mind you, things have
changed a lot, Four years ago
we wore masks, Then [ was
sent on an educational trip to
San Franoisco and New York
and my thinking completely
changed.”

HE was amazed al how
Smlaxcd. how well organ-

ised the Americans
aeemed. “Thoy wers so much
better than us, 8o far ahead,
not just in nursing but in
comfmunity care, Hight down
to providing sufferers with
proper, warden-controlled

ts,
“What 1 wasn't golng to do

mately [ had forgolien
g&he shotlcotmings of tha

s the care, her Ald

e

ey

NHS.” The government cam-
palgn, she says, is simply too
late. "All of vs who wore
working with pationts real-
ised four years ago how ser-
lous this situation was."”

“Up lo now most patients
have been gay, but we are
startlng to sce hetoresexual
sufferers, which shows how
the disease has spread, If we
are not carefil, it will be all
we ean do to keep it under
control,”

So far, virtually all the
patients that Sister Anthony
has trealed have died,

There are neo definitive
tules about Alds. Some pa-
tlents will develop the disease
bui survive with short, Inter-
mittent spells in hospital.
Cthers will be struck by a
virulent, opportunlst infec-
tion and be on the read to
death.

Compllcaticns that are be-
ginning to emarge, such as
retinitis, which can causc
blindness, and meningitis,
which can lead (o dementla
or fits, make malters worsa.

The Irst gquestion that
newly-diagnecsed Aids suffer-

1d keep smiling

~ ! gﬂ

5 patlents teach her courage

ers always ask is, “How long
have I got?” Trylng to answer
that and shnilar guestions

turns the whaole concept of -

nursing around.

“In days gone by I cocooned
them," says Slster Anthony.
“Your first Insiinet is to pro-
tect someone facing a situa-
tion like that. Dut In scme
cases that makes things wor-
s,

OING batk out Inte the
Gworld after the secur-.

ity of St Marys has
caused panic attacks In some
paticnts. They have tele-
phoned, giving exageerated
accounts of thelr dlarchoes,
in order to be taken back into
cara,

Adds sulferers seem to fol-
low an emoctional pattern of
denial, anger and, finally,
accaptance, sho says.

"First of all, someone will
be an absolute pain of a
patient, complaining about
absolutely everything and
not talking abeut thelr dlag-
nosis &t all.

“You just have lo walt and
talk, The majority of patients
are not wortied about dying,

Plcture: DAVE HILL
as such, but kow they die.
Like averyone, they want to
die without pain.

“ft gan be werse for the
lovers and frionds who are
irylng to give them support.
A pationt can deal with his
own mortality, but it is very
hard for thoze who arg left
behind.

“Qecaslonally when a
patient has Med I'll gel a
bhone call from a lover sim-
ply saying, 'PIl miss youw'
They get used to having us
around to talk te and help
thetn along. When the patient
dies, all of a sudden they're
alone."

She 1s uneguivecal in her
attitude to death.

“It Is a blessing. Our att-
{uda is to think poaltively and
be cheerful, and il I have
learned nothing cise here L
will have Iesrned about
rourage.

“I knoty survival Is our
strongest instlncl, bt some-
ttmes' I look at them and
think, ‘How do they do it?' I
wonder how they fave the
sdiiengtﬂ {0 keep golng o
all”

. America’s amazing support centre:

-
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NE reason T have never
wanled to be a poli-
tielan or any othar sorl
of public figure is fear
of putting my foot in my
mouth,

Heing the Kind who says what-
evor comes into his head, T feel
much happler that my public ut-
terances appear only in newspa.
per columns. Since [ have to wilte
them down I have a chance to
think Lefove [ proncunce,

But If [ were lot locse in the
saloon bar of polities my random
thoughts would almost certainly
be taken down and used in evi-
dones against me,

Two public figures are cur-
rently in the dock for whal they
have. said, er are alleged to have
said. One Is Jamos Anderton, the
Manchester chiel constable, whe
undenlably did say that “God
moves in mysterlous ways” and
that God might be using him In
his moral campaign.

‘The other {5 Norman Tehbit, the
Tovry party chaivman, who has
been quoted via an anonymous
source s saying that nobody with
a eonsclence votos Tory.

Mr Tobblt denles saylug any-
thing of the sort and threatens o
sue the newspapar that claimed
he did. Even if he did use those
words 1 wouldn't necessarily be

%o hard on him. Everyihing

would depend on how he sald it.

Joking

Was he joking? Maklng a wry
crack at the cynics? Taklng a
hard-nosed leck at whe might be
persuaded to vole for his party?

Was ho smlling? Looking vin-
egary? Talking to friends? Did he
have Wg fingers erossed?

Hut I did hear Mr Anderion.
Wiille lying in the bath last Sun-
day morning, o be exact. Al
though he dicl use the words now
being turncd ugainst hlm, tn the
coutext they did not sesm bizarre.

A Labour councillor accuses Mr
Anderton of claimlng to have
boen chosen as a prophet, That
was not how it sounded, Mr An-
derfon’s  interviewer led him
through his religious vigws to the

— -

o !

EUROPEANS whao stlll wince al
the memory of former prime
aiinister Ted Heath's attempis
at French wero velleved yosler-
day when Sir Henry Plumb,
newly elected as Britain's first
president of the Buropean Par-
Uament, stuck to hls native
tongue for his keynote speech,

A ruddy-faced farmer from
the Cotswolds whe left school
at 15, Sir Heury has fow preten-
slons, linguistlc or Intellectual.
He Is deseribed by colleagues
as “clubbahle”, “unfluppable"
nnd *reassuring”. e was proai-
dent of the National Formers'
Union from 1970 tu 1879, since
whon he has been & leading
Conservatlve MEP,

His speech yesterday began
with {he obligatory tributes to
hls French predecessor Plerre
Pilimilin, an arch-enemy who
did his wtmost to thwart the
Plumb candidacy, By n strange
coincidence Hr Filimlin's nume

ghts can becom
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TONGUES TWISTED Norman ebbt and lames ndertun fall foul of public speaking

Watch your mouth

e classic clangers

ir, there could
heafootinit...

y
ERIC
| JACOBS

point where he ¢ould hardly deny
that they intluenced his atfitude
te his job,

Far from moking a boastful
cl.n!m,l : be God's prophet, he
sv'emgdja 4 ng ove than allow
that“perhaps God was using him
for Hls purposes, st that whal
many  Christlans  believe Ged
does? ! certninty didn't fes] like
rushing [or thegtelophone ang
crying “scoop”,

But this kind of misundorstand-
ing 15 one of the perenniul haz-
ards of public life, Back In the
18603, 1 romember Harold Wilson
gotting Involved ip & tussle with

umb

by RUPERT MORRIS

in Alsatian means Litle Plum.
Sir Henry's substontial figyre
might viditle him to be called
Big Plumb. But he wisely
avolded any such jekes, Instond
he did the sensible thing and
waded Inte the Americans,

The impending trade war be-
tweon the Unlted States and
Europe Is Lkely to be ono of the
mujor problewms In the next 2%
years of Sir Hewry's presl
doncy, which is un unpaid post
but hiag gonerous expenses.

Likening the dispute to an
avgument in a chikdren's play-
grounid, $lr Henyy said: “Speak-
ing w8 o fviend of the US, )
would advise them that If
{heve’s u punch-up they will bo
the ones {o get u bloudy nose,”

Cantinning In the no-non-
senfe veln, he ¢hallenged
Americans to declde whether

the trade unions. He inviled
union leaders o Chequers for
crisis lalks and duvlng 4 break he
strollod with them in the grounds,

Shortly befoveland there had
Leen & much graver crists: the
Ruasians had sent their tanks inte
I*rague. With this at the back of
hls mind, Wilson: remarked to the
trade unionists that they'd batter
got thelr tanks off his lawn.

Whett leaked il sowided won-
derfully dramatle, As though Wit
son were an harole Crech loader
defying the dastardly Russians in
their tanks. But i fact, so one of
the union leaders 1old me, 1t was
a Joke that no one took serlously.

Too bad. It is now I'irmlty lodged
in history as u kind of verbsl
shoot-out &t the Chequers corpal,

There have been many tiore
such misunderstandings, Hartley
Shawcross, when atlorney general
in Attlee's gevernment, was
quoted as saying, "We (io, the

WILLPOWER: Sir Henry

they wanted o united Western
Eurvpe or s united Eastern
Europe,

Although the Eurepean Pur-
linment loaves wajor dectsions
to the Council of Ministers and
the BEC Comumissivn, Sir Hen-
T¥'s new job will make him 4
potentially tofluential figure in
European poilties.

Nelther wot nor Thatcherite,
he 15 a dedicated Eurepean who
will defond Dritish and Eupr
vpean intoresta with afl the grit
of n shotgon-wielding farmer
potrotling his land,

Labour Party) are the masters
new," What he zetualiy said was;
"We are the masters for the tine
belng.” The first version stuck,

Then there was James Call-
aghan, When prime ministor, he
veturned in 1979 from & suhunit
conferenca in Guadsloupe to g
Britain torn by strikes. He is
supposad to have said at the aip-
port, “Crizls — what erisis?™

Actually, that was a newspaper
headline, What he was rying to
say was that, compared with 1he
mighty Issues of nuclear war he
hod beon discussing, we should
keep d sense ol proportion about a
mere handful of strikes,

A couple of years age the Tory
Minister Alan Clark was quoted
a5 having talked about imml-
grants being sent hack to "Bongo-
Bongo land®, To his critics, Mr
Clark was being abusive about
blacks, a racist. Howover ho
meant i, Mr Clark's yeputation
has never entirely recovered.

These little verbal mishaps did
no harm to anybody exeept the
unfortungtes whe were quoted -
or misguoted — as having said
thom, My own favourite example
had more serlous consequences.

Legend

According to legend, the IParis
mob was ricting ene day and the
{nfurlated king sent for his ca
tain of the guard. As the captain
approached, the king coughed.
“Ma sacree toux,” he splutiered,
meaning “my damned cough”.
But the captain understood him to
SAy “massucrexz tous”, meanlng
“massacre tho lot”, Which (he
cuptain nmmglly did.

Whothey that story is trus |
con't know, But It dees underline
the need for public fgures te
mean exactly what they say,

Soldlers usod to be given this
exaniple of how imprecise speech
could spell a messape. The word
the commander at the (romi
wanted to send back to HQ was:
“Am golhg to advance. Send re-
inforcements.” By the time it
reached HQ by word of mouth, t
was: “Am golng lo n dance. Send
three and fourpence,”

The morai for public figures is:
waich your fongie and ¢ carefir}
whi's Nstening. It is the harsk
orice of success {n thelr unforgly.
Ing wortd, And the reason I shail
never try to enter it,

S



