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"ABLACKOUT ]
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Putting a book under
wraps leaves little
joy.for a shocked,
stunnéd Liz Allen...

. Lidom’t think it's too, much to ask but
would some kind soul lend me a copy of the

Toys of.Sex'? . - -

Pristine, well thumbed! 1 don't care. U only
wanl it for a few seconds. [ust long enowh to take
4 peap at what all the fuss is abour
 Aod T promise | won't take any pleasure from
.., S

Yoy see 1 never heard of this litile jove maklag
{ome before:the good Board of Censors saw Hf o put it
uader weips,- And pot eyen browa paper wraps for cons
sentlng adulta; at” that. Total weaps. Off the shelves #nd
-eut of reagis.} | -l

Nothing ¢régtes’ demand
“ke 'z “good " banning and
the eatire stock was sold-
eut within® hours of Lhe
ediet” Now there’s no joy
available " for love or
moncy. - :

But why did the board
decide 1a ban ‘whal a sur-
prised” Dr, Maine Woods
of the Sexual Assanlt
Treatment Unit  at the
Rotunda  Hospital  des-
<ribed as *a standard re.
ference book used by &
therapists,™ and one
which was openly on sale
for 15 years?

The Board, chalred by
Judge Diarmuid Sheridan
give no  specific  reason.
The official notice sald it
was the Baurd's opinlon
that the book was 'fin-
decent and obscene™

But  what  are  the
guidetines which the Cene
sorship Board, which ¢
sists of two teachers, a

1 Aeening Meeahd, Thal

Widely-available s

Fehuair 13, 1067

ex: bQ k ban

0]

-gelicitor. a judge, and a apinien that they are in- ging a book are luid down argued that ope of the .
housewile must take inty deévent or obseene, And te  protect people  whe ‘mais functins  of  tha
account when examining a periodicals are prohibited may take cffence ot what bourd 5 to proteet chil-
book. on the grounds that ihey is contained in  thege dren from lewd materials
1. The literary, artistic, hare usually or {requently Looks. You could say (hat aurely legishition could be
historle  merit  or  im-. been indecent or have the board 5 prolecting introduced {o protect chil-
portance and the general devoted an undly lazge  the 'moral majority’,” drea from obseens
“tenar of the book. P“‘EFI’.“.”’."“ of "11“‘“"' Lo the He continwed: literature allowing  seults
2. The language fn relial;:;“l"uncriﬁe maliers  “flomosexuidily asd los- the freedom o read apy.
which it is written. While o Iutiuf the mal- blanism are st illegal thing they choose to,
3. The nawre  aud erial would obviously he a.ols._dsn -t“-'c. dlmnrd pivd “The. feed (or a cons
extent of the cireulation iasulling to some people Egnil eré ts "u{ ta ban sotship bofrd s past,”
which, in their opinion. it {some of it is blatant por- Ihf, # umer!ncs. with says RTE presenter Pat
is likely to have. nogeaphy)  many . other e5e matters alsa® Kenny, People are malure
4. The class of reader books arc baaned merely However, TCD Tecincer encught  to  wmke  their
which in their apicion, because  they  are  con- David  Narris  finds  the ow decisions abont what "
may be expected to reud ceroed  with  what  the whole iden ol censorship they read. . gt : ; m
it. board might refer 10 as exiremely patronising. ut It is not wise o - ) . il
5. Any other matter “sexual pruricacy™ -— les. Ioam extremely con- proper  thut - h!]l' © DAVID NORAIS: "These people are ol enbiiod to
relating o the  book bianisnt ar homasexuality. ‘,:‘:1‘:]“‘_3? :::inriI|2E PEN?F Hien showi musﬂ‘;;&; conirel what |, or anybody eise, wants to read,”
b ) ' an ' .
v;::;:{c.:'ggtars to them o ba‘:rdsmslfmﬁpe.;sf:h lm:'lt‘{:: this board Is In exils!ouce I(:w ,nbs'ccnn_,v. . I don't g’u“rsciiw‘.?{.?nd each of ug shoutd be examined
Books  are  prohibited guidelines  which the o ‘plr‘]}“! the - woral ceuz‘sor:h‘gnl;ltu u"”[eslr vo \:hull\:-:({"qurduu'rls“v“ hlffurle i {;alc o
when the bonrd is of the board follews whea jud- mafarity’ | would lke to o had g Toubie e v e e not S0 ol [ihe spokesper.
call for 1ts imunediate re. never had any trouble in read. The abawvsee of a son also said that he i3
slgnation  of  the cen- irying to obtain | particulac kind of not sure i the nembars
sorship board, . from my local libe litetature may  ust  en- of the twierd read every
":ll‘lheise people are not u rl:;inds ial ';‘ fch ‘r‘UUf_J!&lllg eaple to leok book which Ihey are given
entitled to control what I, i larke fe or it o examine.
or anybedy else, should . "there is no need for a “The banning of docior P i O :
read," Censership Beard. Alex  Comforts |ROYS IIIII; hg;:;.ir, \'nl(l?
According (o the " ealled for the aboll.  OF Sex' is farcleal. | sem "A ::Inﬁ1ul|u".1:: \;?.CJ“:::E;
spokespecson  for  the ton ef the board in 1984 absolutely nothing wrong wsually & hypocrite, and
btoard, books concerning because it s completely with 1he  book. Wil 1 WOman  whe mm:iiw;i:
abortioe  will sharlly  be norsense.  The  nwonpey have the maordl majarity invariably a pal”
;viy:}::wcdcbhccnusc_ut the should be spent on  ene flocking into  Eusons 12 Oh. by 1h ay, B
M‘fding élc:lgnscrll\‘g:;s )-:Er couraging croative wriling. the near future?” what 1 :n‘dwal-‘:;:'\l" a »I:L;rf
E - (I - s
vices, which save advice "The good Lurd gave The  spokesperson  lor earlier ... it would
te tomen about  Abor. us minds 30 that we the censorshin board says Probably be Lon much Tor
Hans, could make decisions for that ideally  all  boaks me,

“Adbortion is a-very dis-

s wewds it ‘These people are not entitled
e W9 epy  manla®,  saps

B Sflen™ 0 to say what we should read’
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By SENAN MOLONY

TWO Irish children who
carry the ATIDS virus
in their blood are at-
tending nrormal school
classes,. it has beea
learned.

The children  are
haemophiliacs wheo
picked up the infection
through contaminated
blood products. A total
of 106 Irish people have
contracted the virus in
this way.

Haemophiliacs CAR
bleed uncontroliably  if
they sustain- a cut or
wound, atid Mrs, Irens
Hiltery, professor of

microbitdogy of UCD said
that the two children
waould obviously have to
be careful in the play-
eround environment,

It was not clear if
parents of other children
attending the school are

aware fhat the haemophi-.

liac children are AIDS
carriers.

But Dr, Hillery stressed
that there was no danger
of the disease bezing
picked wp through casual
contact, and the childreg
should be treated as
normal, bhealtay
youngsters; ’

And Pr. Brian Otridge

said  that prisoners re-
~ cently released from

Mountjoy prison were
prasenting themselves to

the Matzr Hospital with
pneumocystis -~ a dang-
ercus for mof preumocna
commoen  among  AIDS
sufferers or those with
ARC, the related complex.

“They have 2 very
severg Cough and their re-
spiration is very fast znd
shallow, The conditiva is
duite distressing.”

Hz - said  that the
average hospital stay of
an AIDS victim was nine
months. and cost around
£30,000,

There have beea 16 full
AIDS cases in ireland
sincz 1982, nine of whom
have died. Costs- for hos-
pitalisations alonz can be
reckoned at more - than
£lm, And the situation is

set to get worse. -

Dr. Hillery said that w
further haemophiliac
AIDS  infections . were
likely to occur, because
bloed products were now
heat-treated and npone
werz fmporied.

But she was pessimistic
about the chances of a
medical breakthrouzh in
the fight against the dis-
ease.

“I asked someome in
the United Kingdom whao
had recently been gives
£1.5m. to carry out re-
search into AFDS. ¥ they
thought a corz could be
found, He told me o
come back and ask him
4gain in ten years.”
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AIDS vietim

weds in church

A MAN dving of AIDS was
married in St Patnick’s
Cathedral, New York, on St.
Valentine's Day, with the
blessing of Cardinal John
O'Connor, who had reversed
a decision to refuse him a
religious service.

Catholic  Church officialg
had turned down the request
of David Hefner (38) for a
Church marriage to hig wife,

Maria (33} - three years’

after a civil ceremony.

S e
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A RADICAL change in
the way contracepiives are
sold is moving across
America,

Four of evety . ten
condoms are now
purchased by  women.
About a million of the
contraceptives are  sold
every day, a startling rise
since the US Surgeon
General, C, Evereit Koop,
recommended that people
who are goihg to have sex
should use them,

The stated  reasona
vary: an. effective .defer-
rent to pregnancy, an al-
ternative for women who
no longer want to use
IUDs or the pill, a pre-
ventive against VD and so
forth.

But the real reason for
the sudden rise in
condom sales is that
Americans are afraid of
AIDS, Sex, they are re-
alising, can kill yow

An astute condom
manufacturer is marketing
‘Lady Protex’, condoms in
attractive, undsistated
packages that are sold in
the feminine Hygiene sec-
tions of drugstores and
grocery stores,

“Women polled by a
national magazine said
their fear of sexually-
transmitied diseases was
greater than their fear of
nuclear war,” said Kevin
Foley, a spokesman for a
condom manufacturer,

el
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AIDS
victim
weds in
cathedral

From Sean Cronin,
in New York

MR DAVID HEFNER (38), who Is
dying of AIDS, was macried in St
Patrick's Cathedral, New York, on
Saturday — St Valentine’s Day —
three years after a civil ceremony |
to his wife Maria (33). :

Catholic Church officials had
refused their request for 5 religious
service in the cathedral, but Car- |
dinal John O'Connor reversed the :
decision, attended the wedding and ¢
blessed the couple,

“It was very lovely,” the Cardi- |
nal sald. “They must be very |
devoted to each other. I can only |
pray that however long they have I
together they will be very happy‘
indeed.* i

The groom, who is a |
hairdresser, describes himself as #
former homosexual. His wife is a '.‘
native of Brazil,

Mr Hefner was diagnosed nine
months ago as having AIDS, His
wife has stayed with him while he
was in hospital. Mrs Hefner is a{
Catholic, he, Is not. i

AIDS vaccine

some time away
THE man whose research team |
Isolated the aids virus in 1983 said
in a West German newspaper
Interview yesterday that It will take
some time to find an AIDS vaccine
and that all drugs currently being
tried are poisonous,

Professor Luc Montagnier of the :
Pasteur Institute in Paris also said |
in a Die Welt interview that he
opposed the registration of AIDS
victims as impractical.

Dr Montagnier, who discovered
# second varlety of AIDS virus in -
Africa last year, said that the
more the disease spreads the
greater the probability that resis-
tance to it will develop, — (urrn)
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“Can Aids be

Young children
need to be taught
that sex can kill —

without putting

them off for life

The Aids publicity eampaign
-has already had an effect on
my five-year-old daughter,
She is suddenly fascinated by
the subject of volcanoes —
presumably it will be jcebergs
next. So far [ have not been
asked “Mummy, where does
Aids come feom™' but no
doubt the time is near.’

I'have already told my two
that they should kiss onlly
their parents and grand-
parents on the lips — the
reason, | explained, is that
kissing spreads coughs and
colds. T see no harm in trying
to establish early on that
intimate physical contact of
any kind should be reserved
for special people whom you
love dearly,

On the other hand I don't
want my childrén to become
afraid of sex. And so far no
one really knows what it will
do to a generation to grow up
with the knowledge that the
most pleasurable éxperience
in life may also be deadly.

But at what age should you
start talking to children about
Aids? The US Surgeon Gen-
eral, Dr Everett Koop, has
suggested that children from
the age of 10 should be given
1 advice on how to avoid Aids
-2 stuggestion that met witha
lot of opposition. ‘

It going to be
difficult for many

parents to talk’
VR

Alison Hadley, informa.
tion officer for the Brook
Advisory Centres, admits
that it is a tricky question.
YAs with all sex education,
vou have to lake the needs
not just of & particular age-
group but of a particular child
into aceount. To some éxtent
you have t6 go on the interest
a child shows. You do need
to talk very openly about
contraceptives and condoms,
but.it’s going to.be difficult
for many parents,”

This point is emphasized
by the findings of a2 major
study, Education In Sex And
Personal Relationships, pub-
lished last week. Carried out
by Tsobel Allen, a researcher
at the Policy Studies In-

T And If Aids gives”

- kids’ stuff?

stitute, it showed that many
paremis clearly have prob-
lems talking to children about
sex, Virtuzlly all- pdrents:
thought schools should pro-
vide sex education. - * |
Alison Hadley adds; “Qu
concern is also that it -will
have a damaging effect “6n
young reople'vgeneral sense
of well being. If ‘sex i |
assaciated with death it could
produce all soris of. hangs
UDS.” - b
Dr Prudence Tunnadine,
director of the Institute of
Psychosexual Medicine, ad-
mits that it is very. hard o
ook into the future adfif
predict the psychological ime !
pact of Afds, ~ © o A
She says: “My hope is that |
we may have been ablo o nip
it in the bud in a way they

‘Sex associated
with death could -
produce hang-ups’
L

haven't been able 1o in the
States, If it puts fear.batk infh
sexual relationships it will
make a big difference, All thai
Victorian stuff - anxieties

about whether anything s

lovely has dgot 10 be punished
-~ 18 in
back. It shouldn’e.”

In any case, she doubts
whether fear of Aids will adt
as an effective deterrent on
the teenagers of -loday of
tomorrow. “['ve never bl
lieved in daterrents, Thesy
don’t work on adolescént.
They just make the-frighte
ened ones more frighisned
and the fively ones ‘more
likely to go ahead.” -

Instead she hopes that Aids
will have a positive effect oa
sexual relationships, *“We
need (o say what we should
always have been saying <
that  people’ havé - (o b
choasy, not to have ‘holy sex®
but *lost_in gach other’ sex;
that sex is a feeling about the
person, not the body: that sex
gets better as you geét oldey
and the best sex is sométhing
you've developed, - ;

“We are not farmyard anic
mals, where any pdrtner will
do. Sex should be lovely, but
the more casually you regtird
sex the less likely you are to
find it lovely.” _—

e

j &8 ThiE ekt
generation a’ thance o {ake”
this [esson to - hédr{,” shi
argues, it may in the end turn
out to have a silver lining

afier all.
Lee Rodwell

© Times Nawapapera Ltd 1587 ° -

anger of coming




Wall Street Journal
16" February 1987

, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1987

-

‘Wellcome’s AIDS M edica
Costliest Drug Ever, Exceedi

By @ WALL STREET JOoURNAL Staff Reporter

LONDON — Wellcome PLC's drug for’

treating acquired immune deficiency syn-
drome will be the most expensive prescrip-
tion medication known, exceeding even the
top analyst forecasts.

Wellcome set a “‘provisional” wholesale
price of $188 a bottle containing 100 capsules
of 100-milligram strength for the drug of its
U.8.-based Burroughs-Wellcome & Co. unit.
The product is expected to receive swift
clearance from the U.8. Food and Drug

dministration.

At the usual dosage level of 200 mg every.
four hours, one bottle works out to just over,

a week's supply. Thus, the wholesale price
for one year's supply would be about $8,300,
or about $10,000. retail.

“The maximum retail cost would be
about $10,000 a year," said Kathy Bartlett, a
Burroughs-Wellcome spokeswoman in Re-
search Triangle Park, N.C. “But obviously,
depending-on the individual patient regimen
and actual dosages, that cost could be
lower,” she added. )

Higher Than Predicted

"{'s a. little bit higher than we ex-
pected,” said Constance Maneaty, a New
York-hased securities analyst for S.G.
Warburg & Sons. “We thought it would
command “$5,000 to $7,000 a year,” she
added, about the same as Genentech Inc.’s
human gréwth hormone, used to treat
dwarfism, or Sandoz Inc.’s cyclosporine-A,
uised to prevent organ transplant rejec-
jon.

The drug, which has a planned brand
name of Retrovir, has yet to be cleared by
the FDA. There is thought to be some
concern ahout the length of the clinical
trials, which were interrupted in September
after it was discovered that patients on AZT
survived longer than those taking placebos.
But it isn't clear whether this concern will
slow the regulatory process, in view of the
epidemic's urgency.

London's Stock Exchange reacted favor-
ably to the pricing news, sending Wellcome
stock to a Friday close of 372 pence ($5.65),
up about 24% from Thursday's cios§ of 300
pence ($4.56). ) -

Because of the premium price forecast,
Warburg's Ms. Maneaty predicted that
Wetlecome could realize higher-than-ex-
pected profits. ''We think we’ll see analysts’
earnings estimates for the company go up,'’
he said.

Warburg, which is Wellcome's invest-

ment banker, has raised its estimate of
Wellcome's profit to 14 pence a share in the
year ending August 1988. It had forecast 12.7
pence a share, Warburg's forecast for the
year ending August 1987 Is unchanged at 9.7
pence a share.

Ms. Maneaty and a colleague, analyst
Samuel Isaly, said Wellcome could realize
annual U.S. sales from Retrovir of $150
million to $200 million in the year ending
August 1988, assuming an initial estimated
market of about 15,000 to 20,000 persons with
AIDS and AIDS-related complex.

Depending on how the company resolves
manufacturing  issues surrounding the
scarce drug, the gross profit margins could
be 50% to 60%. The company has said it has
spent $86 million to develop and test
Retrovir, which is made from thymidine, an
extract of herring sperm. The company's
annual cost of thymidine may exceed $60
million, Mr. Isaly estimated.

in Septémber. AZT was shown to prolong
the lives of patients with AIDS and its

‘related pneumonia, as well as patients with

severe ARC, Last month, an advisory panel
to the FDA recommended its clearance for
marketing over the objections of some who
would like to have seen more data.

FDA Debate

Despite widespread expectations of early
approval this year for Retrovir, there
reporiedly is still disagreement within the
FDA ahaut whether to give marketing
approval to a drug whose effectiveness has
been demonstrated by a single six-month
study. The FDA usually requires much
more extensive data to settle questions
about toxicity and ideal dose levels. AZLT,
whose toxicity has been compared with
certain cancer chemotherapies, causes se-
vere anemias requiring blood transfusions
or interruptions in the medication for
almost half of those who take the drug.

AZT and a related compound, DDC,
recently earmarked for licensing 1o Hoff-
man-La Roche Inc. of Nutley, N.J., are
called nucieoside analogues. These com-
pounds trick the AIDS virus into “‘commit-
ting suicide’” by slipping a dummy molecule
into its DNA, scientists have said. Both
compounds were synthesized in the 1960s by
Jerome Horwitz of the Michigan Cancer
Foundation, and their activity against the
AIDS virus was discovered at the National
Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Md.

AIDS, spread by sexual contact, contam-

inated blood and shared needles, already

has struck some 30,000 people in the U.S.

and killed more than half of them. Federal
researchers have estimated that a total of

271,000 cases will have been diagnosed by
191,

Scientists Devise AIDS Test

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter
DAVIS, California—Two groups of re-
searchers at the Unlversity of California at
Davis said they have devised a faster AIDS
antibody test and have isolated a cat virus
that may provide a model for animal tests of
therapies and vaccines against the disorder.

In a report in the British medical journal
The Lancet, James R. Carlson and co-
workers at the university, the National
Institutes of Health and Centocor Inc. of
Malvern, Pa., described the new test as
more rapid and economical than current
antibody tests.

Mr. Carlson, a professor of pathology

and medicine at the university, said the new
test can be performed in remote areas
without laboratory facilities, making it
suitable for use in Africa, where the virus is
believed to claim large and uncounted
numbers of victims. He asserted the test is
999, accurate in diagriosing the AIDS viral
infection.

Separately, Niels C. Pedersen of the UJ.C.
Davis School of Veterinary Medicine said in
a report in the journal Science that he and
coworkers isolated a virus that is a “dead
ringer" for the human AIDS virus.

The new virus, which he named FTLV
{or feline T-lymphotropic Lentivirus}), is
distinct from both the human AIDS virus
and from other cat aiimenis like feline
leukemia virus (or FELV). The researchers
said they noted that cats infected with FTLV
exhibited symptoms strikingly like those of
humans with acquired immune deficiency
syndrome, including dlarrhea, wasting and
neurological disorders.

This contrasts with the simian AIDS
virus that infects animals but doesn't
produce the same disease- state as does
human- AIDS. Thus, the researchers pro-
posed that the new cat virus might serve as
2 model for animal tests of AIDS therapies
or vaccines.

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome
ravages the human immune system, leav-
tng victims vulnerable to death by a variety.
of rare infections and cancers.

»
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Scientists Devise AFDS Test

By a Waks STREET JoURNAL Staff Reporter
DAVIS, Califoruia —Twe groups of re
searchers at the Unlversity of Californiz at
Davis said they have deviged & faster AIDE
antibody test and have isolaied a cat virue
that Inay provide a model for anirnal {este of
therapies and vaceines against the disorder.

in & report In the Britisk medical journai
The Lancet, James K. Carizson and ep
workers at the umiversity, the Nationsl
instituies of Health and Centocor Inc. of
Maivern. Pa., described the new test as
more rapid and economical than carrent
antinpdy tests,

Mr. Carleon, & professor of pathology

and medicing ai the university, said the new

fest can be performed in remote areas

without laboratory {acilities, makipg %
suitabie for use in Africa, where the virus is
believed fo claim large and uncounted
numbers of victims. He asserted the {osi is
9% accurate in disgnosing the AIDE vival
infeciion.

Separately, Miels C. Pedersen of the 11.C,

- Davis Bchool of Veterinary Medicine sald in

& repori in the journal Science that he and
coworkers isolated g virus that is & “dead
ringer" for the human AIDS virus,

The new virvs, which he named FTLYV
{or feline T-iymphotropic Lentivirus), is
distinet from both the humian AIDS virus
and from other cat silments like faling

lenkemis virus (or FRLV). The researchers

said they noted that cats infected with BTLY
exhibited symptoms strikingly ke those of
humans with acguired immune geficiency

syndrome. including diarrhea, wasting and

reurological dizorders.

This contrasts with the sitnlan AIDS
virbs that infects animals but doesn't
produce the same disease state as doss
hwman AIDS. Thus, the researchers pro-
posed that the new cat virus might serve as
a maael for animal tests of AIDS therapies
or vaccines, ‘

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome
ravages the human bnmune system, leay-
ing victims vuinerable to death by a variety
of rare infections and cancers.
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Church urges

THE Catholic Church yesterday urged the introduc-
tion of a nationwide “hotline” to combat AIDS.

A special task force of the Dublin Archdiocese’s
Catholic Social Service Conference called for the
establishment of a telephone couselling service and
said there should be a national co-ordinating
committee on the disease controlled by the Depart-
ment of Health. .

A report by the task force says the Catholic
Church will have to take a “moral standpoint” if it
becomes involved in the telephone hotline but it
wants the Government to operate the service.

“We have responded pretty quickly. We imme-
diatedly set up this task force last year and it has
now reported and will be studied by the conference,”
said task force chairman Bishop Desmond Williams.»

Thre have been nine AIDS deaths in the Republic
and 15 confirmed cases.Over 500 Irish people are
infected with the HIV virus which causes AIDS,

The report said counselling services were
urgently needed to cope with the enormous

AIDS hotline

psychelogical problems linked with AIDS, while
treatment of patients in either the home, hospital or
hospice needed further investigation.

The disease, says the task force, is probably the
greatest single disease threat to humanity since the
“plack Death” which swept Europe in the 14th

century’,

Education and care were the main areas of
importance for the Catholic Church, where it can
give information on AIDS to priests, nuns and other
members of the Church.

The task force, which was chaired by Dr.
Geoffrey Dean, the former directer of the Medico-
Sacial Research Board, said the church should also
be developing programmes for its members minister-
ing to ALDS victims,

The Dublin Archdiocese is certain to be the -

nucleus of the church’s response to the disease,
including as it does such authorities as Fr. Paul
Lavelle, who heads the archdiocese!s Drug Aware-
ness Committee.
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The TV series that

explodes

_imyth’s about the world’s
most talked-about disease

A fam
n who

ly

By PATRICK HILL

IN A HOSPITAL isolation unit Claire Bloom lovingly cradies
Daniel Massey's head to her bosom, The character Massey plays

has just a few hours to live and

by nowis almost unconscious.

This is one of the most poignant scenes from a remarkable
new. TV series to be shown next month, It deals with the cifects
of AIDS — not on homosexuals; not on prostitutes — but on

married couples from the middle classes,

- He contracted AIDS on a businzss trip to New York, alter
being picked up In his hotel lobby by a hooker.

The series, Intimate Contact, will go out in weekly episodes

aver four weeks on UTV and

HTV, and there are cynics in

tzlevision already suggesting that AIDS is now being given the

Soap treatment.
That would be to denigrate u

ground-breaking drama which will

undoubtedly make a whole section of society who previously belioved that
AIDS gould not happen to them ceali se that everyone is vuloerable,

DYING EMBRACE . . . Clalre Bloom cemlorls Daniel Massey In the TV series
Inimate Contacl,

Fn Intimale Contact, Danlel Massey
plays a successful £30,000-z-yenc senior
executive with an electronles firm. He
appears Lo have all that life ¢an offer: a
foving wile, beauliful childeen, & siylish
dietavhed home and, naturally,
membership of rn exclusive golf club.

He does not discover thai be has
caught the discase until long after he
ceturns  to  England and  hes  almost

* forgotten his lNalson with the eall-glol,

It is only when he suddenly golapses
aad is rushed o hospital that the disease
A and the shame that accompanies it —
is duseovered,

The series charts (he way in which
first neighbours shun the businessman,
called Clive Gregory, how he iz cxpelled
froa the golf club, the reaction of

“galleagues and hosses at work who finally
. Bave him thrown out of his office by
* gecurity police, even how his two tienage

THROWN OUT . . . socurlly men lorca Danle
. new TV drama.

“They thought
you had.to

be homosexual
before you
could get AIDS’

Massey oIt of his ofce In ihe

children ure taupted at school,

SECURITY POLICE

Tt* shows how his wlle and his son
tuen agulast him, the despair he feels at a
tite wasted by a single moment of
temptation, and ilnally, the moving
deathbed scene in hospital with his tinally
targiving wile,

The idea for the serles came to writer
Alma Cuillen when she found herself at a
business conference surrounded by men
fust like Clive Grogory, ‘T Just disteasd 1o
a whole bunch of sowalled Iateliigent
peeple condemning gays and  loughing
about how they were killing themselives
off with AIDSY, she sald.

‘4 just wanted to shout and writz
something  which  showed Just  how
ignacant and jypocritical they all were

about 2 sulject which conceens everyane.

They juat dida't reallse what they were
talking about,

‘They thought you thad to  bLe
homosexual before: you got AIDS, They
wanted to pretend that the diseass didn't
exist or that it would never affect them
or thelr lamilies.

‘It way through the oharacter of ihe
wite, played by Claire Bloom, that 1
wanled to show just how bigoted people
can be, and show how cven aice
comlortable middle class peopls cain be
hit by Hhis discase.

‘I wanted to sub-title the serics AIDS
At The Golf Club because the series
shows Row ¢ven these nice ‘comfartibie”
people can call themselves clvilihed yet
turn away when confronted by something
like that,

*Well Lrought-up middle ¢lass wonmen
<on't find it easy to talk in public about
sex. It's the way we are brought up. Bui

we are poing to have to talk about the
subtieet . . o to get the mossages abuue
ouafe sex™ and prevention of ATDS acress
to every man, woman and child in ohe
counltey.
wnd we also have to be more
underslanding te AIDS victims. At the
mament we Just tend {o shun them as if
AlDS was still only confined to being
“Gay Plague', But i's not, We're all In it
together's
Both Claire Bloom and Daniel Massey

have starced ia highly prestigious (im
and lelevision works, Dut they agree
Intimate Conlact is one of the most
imporlant  projects  they  have  ever

appeared 1n,

‘My role shows the woman as having
the inngr styength to cope with the world
alone, after she flnds owt that  bher
husbazd has AIDS and eventually digs,

Claire Bloom says. ‘But more importaatly
it shows a woman, who because of AIDS
i» plummeted into geim reality from the
<ushion of her nice comfortable life',

Her chasacter [inds herselt increasingi:
isolated in her middfe class cinvironmen:,
but starts to widen her horlzons. She
beglas  to ohallenge attitudes she once
accepted without guestion. Contact witl
ather AIDS victims and thelr loved ones
opens her eyes to the narcowness of hee
previous Life.

While Clive bartles against his physical

decling, she finds the sirenpth  and
courage to campaiga opealy for marg
toleranee and  understanding far  AIDS

victimg in society.

Sylvia Syins plays the Gregorys' closest
friend who turas her back on the lamily
‘She ig the kind of person  who,
unfortunately, is toe prevalent in soriels
today', said Miss Syms. 'She quile simply
does not understand what is happenics.
Lut she prejudges cverything,

PHYSICAL DECLINE

‘People like het just don’l war: to
kngw, | suppose I ¢an identily o a greas
exteat because | can't say that ) havea
been gullty of prejudice, but I did leaca
through the series.

“It brings home the message that ¢
you sleep around when yoo go on a
busingss telp then you stand a chance of
eatching this disease which killa, . . bu:
that can alse spread to your fal and
other people,

‘Shortly afler I'd completed the pars [
found mysg]f poing howne one nighl and
lewnehing indoe my 24-yearcold son Ly
saying: “You should vse a condom if so
want casual sex]” — fust as he wulked
through the door. He just looked at ing
i amgzement. but I orexlised that [ had
been Mrightened by what the sedes was
saxing'. *
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AIDS plague

ways in  which the
Chureh ‘could respond to
AIDS situdtion sees AIDS as
“probably the greatest
disease- threat to humanity since
the Black Death”.

Catholic ;
the -

single

This is not .

‘the first time that such a com-
parison has been made. American,

British and Continental authori-
ties . have also spoken along the
sumg lines.

The bubonic plague struck
every. section of socety and |
decimated the population of

Evtops,’ bringing social changes

in its wake which gave history a -

new. impetus, In plague times
only: the: odd .

city found some |

weak & ‘way' "of fighting bagk -

becanse no one knew lhow the

disgase was being transmitted.
But in: contrast to the mystery
swrounding the bubonic -plague,
modern ;medicine -knows what 15
causing “AIDS — without that
knowledge being able o produce
a- cure, so far., The best
estimates suggest five years at
least before some kind of cure

can be found, but there are other.

experts who predict even a longer
span ‘of time. And during the
waiting: period the numbers being
killed by the disease will keep
mounting,

m‘ﬁll]:ndepml&ent ., Hende.. the search at the

RS | whom AIDS cases or suspected
3 TASE FORCE set up in the .
ublin "Archdiocese o identify

iffsi Independent, Tuesday, February 17, 1987

AV CAaE

AR———

moment for ways first of pre-
venting - the disease from spread-
ing and ‘secondly of treating those .
who have contracted it ) ’
- The Task Force wants a Hot
Line get up. This would connect
with - specialists and others to

cases “could be referred. But it
also wants an educational service :
established which would spread |
all. the facts the public needs to

-know - about the disease,

"Af ‘the moment the bulk of

' AIDS sufferers in Ireland appear
"to come from the drug taking

people. This- could change, of
tourse, over the next few years, .
but for ‘the moment it suggests
Lthat the. prime target of every-

_oue concerned with AIDS should

be: these unfortunate men and
women (and boys and girls) who
pre taking' drugs and who now
;qgve' the threat of AIDS hanming
fyer them. : ;
+=Jf numbers of AIDS victims in |

this, connfry are low compared |

= with - other coundries perhaps we

. ‘doetor knows of - it.

have a sfart on others in trying
to come to grips with the disease,

Jt should not be a hidden
disease. It should be a notifiable
one which the authorities should
get to hear of as socn as a
Certainly
the situation: should never arise
‘here of an AIDS victim having
his or her death attributed to
.another  disease, as appears to
:have happened in the cass of
Liberace. It may seem to Dbe

" .compassionate not to smear an

- ways of coping.

individual's reputation, but that

© line of thinking leaves the rest of

the population at risk.

The Task Force has identified
But that is gll a
country can do - cope, untl
science  unlocks the mystery of
this frightful disease, [
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£ ¥  force call for
2 AIDS hotline
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() Totat AIDS cases, deaths agd dlagnosed I
T I R r

AIDS is probably the greatest
single  disense  threat . to
humanity since the Black Deatls
swept PBurope in the ld4th
century, a Catholic Church task
force on the growing menace
warned yesterday.

An AIDS hot ling, linked to an
information centre statfed by pre-
fessionals, should be  established
in a bid te cdpcate the puhblic
about the disease and to  offer
help to victms, the task foice re-
commended,

Such a facility would also nct
as a relermel agency o appropriate
services which could jndlude orne
sponsored by the Choreh “for
people for whom such form of re-
ferral would be Indicated.™

The fask force. set up In the
Dublin - Archdiocese last summer
to identify ways jn which the
Catholic Cinyoh could respond to
the spread of the disease, said
that educaion and care were the
main areas 1o which shey could
hetn,

The Church could | provide
pricsts, religions,  seminatians,
J and chutch workers

‘

Figures are latest official figures as of late January, except U, 8., a8 of February 9,

with informetion mbout the medi-
,  psych-social  and  pastoral
issuss related to AIDS, as well an

il Counseliing  services

By WILLIAM DILLON

developing programmes for those
who minister to victims of the
disease, - .

The task force report, lssued
yesierday, sald the hot Jine would
be independent of any particular
service, but it stressed the neces-
sity of lisison with the Departs
ment of Health, which it sid had
already been cstablished,

The report follows montis of
discussions by the group, which
held jts first mest last October
under the chairmanship of Dr,
Geotfroy Dean, former Director of
the Medico  Soolel  Res

would particularly bs required.

Fhe report said It hed to be
remembered thet in the irish situa-
tion, as it was developing, a rela-
tively small aumber of people
¥ould have AIDS, while hundreds
woild be HIV-positive,

There bad been & realisation of
the urgency to take measures 1o
reduce the risk of transmission of
the HIV virus which cavsed AIDS,
and of hdlping to initiate pro-
Brammas  to  care  for  those
directly affeccted by the virus o
the AIDS discase.

Fhe task force was set up afier
fis prime mover, Fatier Paul
gvclle, dircotor of the Dublin

Board,

The force's findings have " been
pessed on to the Catholic Secial
Service Qonference, a caring agency
of the Archdiocese under the
chalrmanship of Aumikary Rishop
Desmond Williams. He said the
Cathodc Church had responded
quickly to the discase,

Members of the group sgreed
fhat the care of AIDS victims asd
HIV.pasitive  people and  their
families in the home, the hospltal
wnd  hicspice sedtings Deeded a
great deal of further, thought snd

Drugs, A Pro.
gramame last year, met a 24-year-
©ld man dying of AIDS, The vice
tim had regretied that he was not
Kay, as at least the gay commnu-
nily supported members of their
own  group ‘with  AIDS-related
probilems.

At the request of Archbishop
Kevin McNamara, task force chaie-
man- Dr. Dean aad Fr. Lavelle
have addressed heads of the 16
deancries in the diocese on the
probiem, Both have alse attended
2 meeting of the Fastern Health
Board AIDS task Foroe,
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plan for
+Aids
victims

cormbat the spread of Aids,
"is “suggested in the report

of a task force .set upl

some months ago in the
-Archdiocese  of  Dublin.
Among its  recommenda-
tions are the estoblishment
of a hotline service, linked
to an information centre,

which would also qct as a
referral agency for victims

of the disease. Full report],

— Page 4
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Alds victims

~ "By SILE YEATS
" AN ‘AIDS information centre, including a telephone hotline,
- should be set up as soon as possible, aceording to a Catholic
Church report published yesterday.

The - report, by & .special to the Ajds crisis, It says that Aids victims and people who
Aids task force set up Jlast Aids is “probably the greatest Were carriers of the virus,
summer by the Archbishop of single disease threat . to Qlong-  with  their familiies,
Dublin, Dr. Kevin MacNamara, Humanity since the ‘Rlack heeded a great deal more
Says education and care are Death', which swept Europe jn thought “and attention, the
the ‘main areas in which the: {he 14th century", ©  report says. While, in Ireland,

Catholic Church can-respond  Care’ apd counselling . of Only relat}vely few . people
3 B K , *- have the disease, it should be -

7. remembered  that hundreds
| more “would he antibody posi-
tive, and these people would
‘need....counselling = and - other
services: so ‘that they - could
cope with- the enermous psy-
chiological problems associated
with their -condition, according
| to the report. .
| ,There was an urgent neces-
sity - 0. take. measures to
reduce the risk- of transmis-
sion of ' the virus, the report
continues. But it makes 1o
mention of condoms. ‘

A hotline should be set up
as part of an information cen-
tre staffed by- professionals,
the report recommends, This
centre- could also act as a,
referral -agency to appropriate -
services that could include one
sponsored by the Church. ]

Commenting. oan the- report, -
| the chairman of -the -Catholic ;
Social Service  Conference,
Bishop  Desmond Williams,
-sajd yesterday he. hoped such
An information centre would
be set up by the Government,
hut that, if this did not hap-
pen, the Church would estab-
lish its own, service,

- “If we were operating a hot-
line .we ‘would" have to give |
-the ‘ddvice we: think is cor |
rect,” he added, This was that
“sex was for use within mar-.
riage, and that ‘the abuse of
drugs and  the abuse of sex ;|

was wrong. o

The most Jdmportant thing to
come oul of the .report, Bishopi

Williams added, was that it
recommended the immediate
education of the-pgeneral popu-
tation about the whole ques-:
tion of, Aids, and the care and:
compassion for those who
‘were now the victims of the
diseage.

Father Paul - Lavelle, who
was- the prime mover in’ estab-
lishing the Aids task force,
said last night that the
Church wus already educating
its  warkers about Aids, " so
that they could help . victims.

 —
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AIDS ‘hotline’ urged by Church

By Joe Carroll

A CATHOLIC Church comumittee
has urged the Government to set
up an AIDS “hotline™ linked to
an information centre stafied by
professionals.” The centre could
provide accurate information to
callers: about the disease as well
as acting as a referral agency to
various services.

One of the services could be
sponsored by the Church for
people requiring spiritual, moral
and wnuo_owmo& help as well as
medi help, accor
Rev Paul Lavelle who helped to
set up the Dublin diocesin task
force which-has now reported to
the Catholic Social Service Con-
ference (CSSC).

Father Lavelle, director of the

17" February 1987

to the

drugs awareness programme of
the CSSC, told The Irish Times
that the Government was consider-
ing setting up the hotline service
but he was not sure what stage
they had reached. If the Govern-
ment did not set up the service,
Ewanmmo would have 1o do it, he
said.

The Auxiliary Bishop of Dub-

Ln, Dr Desmond Williams, chair-
man of the CSSC, said yesterday
he hoped there would be a quick
response from the Government on
the proposal. If the CSSC had to
s¢t up the service it would, as a
Catholic Church Agency, have to
take a “moral position™ in dealing
with requests for information and
advice about AIDS.

The AIDS task force, which

was headed by the Rev Geoffrey
Dean, former director of the
Medico-Social Research Board,
says that in the Dublin diocese
the most suitable agency for an
AIDS committee might be the
C8SC. There was also a need for
a national co-ordirating commit-
tee which would come under the
Department of Health and would
also be independent of the CSSC.

In the area of education, the
report says that the Church could
provide priests, religious,
seminarians, community and
Church workers with accurate
information sbout the medical,
psycho-social and pastoral issues
related to AIDS and HIV virus
infection. The Church could also
develop progreammes for those

who minister to those affected by
AIDS or the HTV virus.

Helen Shaw adds:

In comparison with the Repub-
lic, the AIDS problem in North-
em Ireland is still relatively small
with only four cases to date. But
while the health campaign against
AIDS in the South has yet to
begin, in the North the public has
been bombarded with explicit
anti-AIDS adverts for the last
three months.

Of the four northern cases all
involved homosexual men. Two
of these have died, and the
remaining two have since left
Ireland. But while no one else has
been diagnosed as an AIDS
sufferer, at least 31 people, all

committee

male, have the AIDS virus. Of
these, just under half are haemo-
philiacs who contracted the virus
through contaminated blood.
According to current medical re-
search, coﬂnnu 10 and 30 per
cent of all those carrying the virus
may develop ATDS.

® AIDS is soon to go on a list
of diseases used by port medical
officers to restrict entry into
Britain, the Home Office said last
night. Although not policy, in
practice visitors may already be
refused entry if the immigration
authorities suspect them of having
AIDS.

Recently an American airline
cabin steward was detained at
Gatwick Airport overnight and
then returned to the USA because
of his condition.
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_AIDS

Sir,~1 must apologise to your
carrespondents who seem to have
taken me seriously when 1 sug-
gested (letters, February 2nd) that
an AILS refercndum would solve
the AIDS problem. In fact, 1
suggested that a referendum
would do as much to solve the
problem as it had done to solve
the problems of marital break-
down and abartion — that is,
nothing at all except the conferral
of legal and statistical invisibility,

I have just returned from
France, where AIDS deaths are
of the order of two people a
week. Furthermore, according to
the latest report published in the

Nouvel Observateur, AIDS

France has “jumped the gai"
like

between high-risk groups,

homosexuats and drug abusers,
and the general public. We in
Ireland are well behind countries
{ike France and the United States
in terms of the prevaience and
incidence of AIDS. But, and this
is the important point, we dre
following along the very road
travelled by these countries.
Unless we take serious pubiic
health action now, we may expect

the worst.

S
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12 years for rapist as”

s by ANNE CARR

o
A JUDGE called for a crackdown on
. rapists yesterday after warning of the

new terror that haunts victims —the
fear of Aids. :

|
N . i
® ® Judge Thomas Pigot jailed a rapist for 12 {
B years and said: “The law can only reflect
this rapidly-escalating fear by passing
heavy sentences.”
He added: "The growing awareness and
knowledge that the pernicious disease can be
transmitted by sexual inter-
course means that any
oung woman attacked must
e anxious - if not terrified

— as to whether or not she
has contracted the disease.

“It may lay dormant for
years and might eventually
cause death.”

Fears

Judge Pigot told the Old Bai-
ley that a victim could pass on
Aids to her unborn children, -

“The law must realise and
understand the fears of the
victims,” he said.

He sentenced Leslie Malcolm
for a double attack on a 16
year-old schoolgirl,

Malcolm, 22 carrled out the
attack after watching rape
scenes on television a day
after being fireed from jail.

Mr Simon Evans, prosecut-
ing, said Malcolm watched the
police series The Bill and a
French film, which both in-
cluded sex attacks.

"The rape scenes got me all
worked up,” Malcolm told de-
tectives,

“I don’t know what got Into
me.

"T knew what I was doing
was wrong but I could not stop
myself. .

“T dragped the schoolgirl off
the sireets at knifepoint.”

The victim was walking fo a
London minicab office. with
another girl in the early hours
of the morning when she was
attacked.

Pushed

Malcolm pushed the friend
aside and foreed the gird to go
to his Brixton flat' at knife-
point,

The other girl called police
from a petrol station -— after
the cab office refused to let her
1use the phone.

Maleolm raped the school-
glrl twice after threatening to
stab her if she did not stop
yelling, :

“De quiet of you'll be serry,”
he warned, -

The girl eventually eseaped
Into the arms of a policeman
after promising Malcolm that
she would not tell on him,

Judge Pigot told the court: “I
am quite sure she was terri‘-;{
fied, expecting the worst —
even death —when confronted
with the knife.” : .

Mailcolm, who had been re-
leased from prison after a 25-
month sentence for handling
stolen goods, admitted rape
and false imprisonment.
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ICN Takes Its Story of Possible AIDS Cure 1
To the Public, but Approach Draws Fire

By EiLEEN WHITE and MICHAE!L, WALDHOLZ
Staff Reparters of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL

COSTA MESA, Calif.— The ICN Pharma-
ceuticals Inc. pmmotmnal fitm describes a
study of the company's Virazole drug in
men with the virus that causes acquired
immune-deficiency syndrome. As the [ilm
closes, a grateful patient looks beseechingly
at the camera.

“My hope Is that it is approved quickly,”
he says. “I hope the analysis of the data
doesn’t take six months, because [, don't
know if I have six months."

The® film’s none-too-subtle message
seems clearly meant to prod the U.S, Food
and Drug Administraticn inlo quick ap-
proval of the drug, which ICN says can
forestall AIDS tn people who carry the virus
but haven't developed the disease. But the
recent actlons of ICN suggest that its main
founder and chairman,' Milan Panic, has
more on his mind than the plight of AIDS
victims.

While FDA staffers say more data must
be provided before the drug can be sanc-
tioned—-and outside
scientists say the
company hasn't sup-
plied data they need
40 evaluate  the
study ~ ICN has
talkéd as though
FDA approval were
imminent. Since
early 1986, Mr, Panic
(pronounced PAHN-
ish) has been pro-
moting the Virazole-
against-AIDS  story
with  “sneak pre.
view" presentations to securities analysis, a
series of positive news releases and, last
month, a highly visible Washington, D.C,,
news conference announcing the company's
claims about its AIDS study.

Since ICN began making claims about
Virazole's use against AIDS a year and a
half ago, Its stock price has more than
doubled. Shares of ICN's 46%-owned Viratek
unit, which holds the rights o Virazole, have
jumped more than 200% In that period.

Yesterday in Amsterdam, Reuters re-
ported, Mr, Panic declined to discuss
Virazole, saying, “‘the time has come for us
to stop talking about .AIDS.” He called
publicity given to its study unwarranted.
Initially, ICN had planned to brief Dutch
journalists on results of its Virazole test on
AlDS patients.

The soaring prices have helped ICN raise
$436 million through stock sales and in-
creasingly attractive convertible-debt offer-
ings. The company is small as drug
companies go - it earned $13 millien on sales
of $103 million In fiscal 1986 - but the stock
surge makes plausible Mr. Panic’s stated
plan to raise more than $800.million by
year-end to take over a large drug cont-
pany. .

SEC Investigation

About six months ago, the stock muve-
ment prompted the U.S. Securities and
IExchange Commission Lo open an investiga-
tion of possible stock manipuiation and
insider trading in ICN securities. An official
of ICN says the agency is investigating the
company's investment bankers PaineWeh-

ber Inc.
2
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Milan Pame

“enthusiasm with exaggeralion.” He points
out that respected Eastman Kodak Co.
financed ICN's AIDS studies and is financ-
ing. a 345 million, eight-year joint research
venture with ICN inlo new drugs., Kodak
holds 8% of the Viratek unit's common stock
and 3% of ICN.

Whoever is right, this isn't the first time
that [CN has drawn criticism and regula-
tory rebuke for its promoticnal campaigns.
Since Mr. Panic, a 1956 immigranl from
Yugeslavia, founded ICN in 1960, the record
shows he frequently has used brash tactics
to promote beth its drugs and its stock. Over
the years, he has tangled with regulators,
shareholders, auditors and scientists,

“Milan can be crazy; il's just his way."”
says Lawrence Panitz, ICN's New York-
based chief administrative officer. “'You
can't have a cchesive conversation with
him , ., . He just never thinks he's wrong,"
But Mr. Panitz Insisis his boss never says
anything he doesn't believe.

John C. Hancock, a [ormer ICN general
counsel and now an outside legal adviser,
adds: ‘I was always conscicus of the need to
make sure Mr, Panic understood the need
not to overstate the prospects of the
company.”

Cutside ICN, Mr. Panic has sought cut
well-placed political contacts and often held
Democratic fund-raisers at his 42-room
mansion in Pasadena, Calif. Among the
prominent directors and advisers he at-
tracted to ICN at various times were two
men who headed the SEC and a former
secretary of health, education and wel-
fare.

Inside the company, Mr. Panic, who
controls about 3.7% of the stock, ''is one of
those executives who are basically treating
the company as their own fieldom," says
Charles Bush, a former 1CN chief financial
officer. As part of a settlement of a
shareholder suit in 1979, an audit committee
of the board found that Mr, Panic cwed the
company $123,000 for personal medical and
political expenses and for perscnal use of
the company's 98-seat jet and 4 Lake Tahoe,
Nev., vacation house. He paid il, but
sympathetic directors awarded him $81,000
in back pay, despite the $7 million net loss
ICN had posted the previous year.

In late December of 1986, Mr, Panic sold
282,500 shares of an ICN subsidiary shortly
after the parenl's directors had decided 1o
buy back 500,000 of the unit's shares. His
sales began the day after the company
announced the buyback. It appears that Mr,
Panic's net gain on he transactions was
about $7.9 million., Asked about his stock
trades, Mr. Panic says, "'[ think this is an
unintelligent question.”

In 1977, the SEC accused ICN and Mr,
Panic of having issued misleading financial
projections' in 1872, In several press ac-
counls, the ICN chairman had given 1972
earnings projections that turned out to he
about six times the actual ligure. ICN and
Mr. Panic signed a consent decree with the
SEC, without admitting or denying any

wrongdeing. When ICN's audilors insisted .

on qualifying fiscal 1973 resulls hecause the
company previousty had capitalized re-
search and acquisition costs, he dismissed
them,

N
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study was one of two that. ICN submitted to .

the FDA, ) S
But Dr. Knight's financial ties to ICN

have raised eyebrows in the scientifie
community, Perhaps the most striking tie
invélves options he was granted - many of |
them contingent upon the FDA's approving -
some use of Virazele -to buy 37,500 shares .
of Viratek al prices of about $7 and $13 a
share. The stock is now selling at $60.50 a
share. He also serves as a Viralek director,
receives $25,000 a year as a consultant and :
gels royalties for sales of the misting |
device. i
When Dr. Knight and’his Baylor team |
published their Virazole research, they i
1

disclosed that Viratek financed the studies.
They didn't mention his financial intetest,
although this s disclosed in SEC documents
filed by ICN. The contingent options were ]
granled after Dr, Knight had finished the
last of his Virazole studies that were
published, and no one questions his integ-
rity.

Steven Moestow, a University of Colorado
physician and virologist who was persuaded
by Dr. Knight's studies o research Virazole
himself, says of the financial tie: "'It's the :
first I've heard of this. It's crazy. The i
money can't be worth the damage it could ;
do his credibility " :

The FDA, which also wasn't informed of ;
Dr. Knight's stake in ICN, doesn’t have any
rules against such links, an agency official -
says. But, the official adds, “'there's a sense |
here that results from a scientist with a !
financial interest in a company might skew
results. "

Dr. Knight acknowledges that some
might see a conflict of interest. But he
stresses that his relationship to Viratek has .
been approved by the head of Baylor's
school of medicine and that his research
was checked by Baylor colleagues. He adds
that ICN “'has an intemperate board chair-
man whose principles 1 don't always agree :
with."!

Slow Progress in Lab Work

Although Virazole has shown remark-
able promise in the test tube against a
variety of viruses, ICN has baffled many
researchers by its slowness to study the
drug in clinical, or human, trials. The drdg
suffered an early setback in 1975, after

American CyAnamid Inc.'s Lederle Labora-

tories vended a 20-month jeint Virazole
research venture with ICN; it is understood
the company was concerned about side
effects,

ICN then began its own research, Bul
scientists who have worked with the com-
pany say that, over the years, ICN-financed ;
studies of the oral form of the drug on
human beings often were poorly designed,
underfinanced and  sometimes  even
abruptly ended because of budget cuts. In
FDA documents, agency staffers-said that
ICN dpp}icanons have contained numerous
unsupported statements and inadequate '
data, and that the company has sometinies
failed to provide information the agency
requested. As a result, the FDA rejected
Virazole in oral form (or influenza, hepatitis
and herpes infections in 1479, citing con-

cerns about loxicity and lack of evidence
thiat it worked.
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Last week in Basel, Ciba-Geigy AG, the
Swiss chemical concern, protested the
linking of an ICN issue of §0 niillion Swiss
francs ($39 million) of convertible bonds to
Ciba-Geigy bearer shares. The 10-year
bonds are convertible into shares of either
ICN or Ciba-Geigy. Ciba-Gelgy said it
wasn’t consulted and fezred that ICN's use
of ils securities could limit Ciba-Geigy's
access to capital markels. (Sce story on
Page 10.)

ICN's publicity moves also raise broader
questions about how best to release scien-
tific lnformation about drugs thatl® are
unproved but possibly uselul —as Virazole
well may be. Some AIDS palients already
are smuggling Virazole from Mexico, where
it is sold legally for the equivalent of §28 for
a three-day supply. Doctors worry that if a
small drug maker successfully leapfrogged
FDA procedures and normal scientific peer
review by taking its pitck lo the public, big,
well-financed companies could be tempted
1o use similar tactics, perhaps resulting in
premature claims about other experimental
AIDS therapies.

In the study ICN has been publicizing, 163
men with a pre-AIDS swelling of the lymph
nodes were divided into three groups and
given either a placebo, & 600-milligram dose
of Virazole or an 800-milligram dose. Afler
six months, ICN says, AIDS had developed
in 10 of the placebo group and in six of the
next group, but in none of those getting the
higher Virazole dose. The company and
outside researchers who did the study call
this strong evidence thai the drug is active
against the yirus.

Two Get Disease Later

Other AIDS rescarchers find the effect
promising but note that, in accordance with
scientific practice, it must be confirmed by
others; they also say it must last longer than
six months to be of much use.

Since the study ended in November, two
of the BOO-milligram patients, though they

continued taking this high dose of Virazole,

have developed AIDS.
FDA officials advised ICN simply to keep
quiet unti! the agency had reviewed ils

. data—a review the agency says has top

pricrity. Instead, ICN held its news confer-
ence last menth. Company officials explain
that they had to inform the test subjects of
the results anyway and that once they did,
word would begin to leak. They say they ilso
made the announcement to queli volatility
in the stock, which had been [alling on
rumors the drug didn't work.

Arncld Relman, the editor of the New
£ngland Journal of Medicine,” says that
“ICN was just plain outright wrong" in
announcing ils AIDS claims to the press.
‘“That’s not the way to release sclentilic
information, and no market concern they
pive justifies behaving that way,” says Dr.
Relman. Addressing the possibility of delay,
he says that because of the urgency of AIDS,
when a report of regsearch on the disease is
proposed to his journal, it gets an Immedi-
ate review for publication.

Mr. Panic says the critics of ICN's
promotional efferts are unfair, confusing
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in 1970, ICN's promotion of its pending
license to market L-dopa, a drug for
Parkinson's disease, [ueled a rise in the
stock price. That enabled Mr., Panic to
acguire aboul 40 companies, largely by
exchanging ICN's high-priced shares. But
the market for L-dopa eased off after the
drug was shown to have serious side effects.
The ICN stock price fell enough that Mr.
Panic had lo compensale some cof the
previous owners of the acquired concerns
because he had guaranteed them a mini-
mizm selling price for their ICN shares.

For promotional zeal, Mr. Panic's [irst
major ICN acquisition in 1867 appears
elassic. He obtained an option to buy for 36
million & pharmaceutical concern that
would triple ICN's annual sales, The option
expiration date was appreaching when an
ICN scienlist went to the annual meeting of
the American Psychialric Assoclation to
taik about a new, memory-enhancing drug
known as ribaminel, the scientist recalls.
When ICN's stock price nearly doubled
within about two weeks of the glowing
presentation o the psychiatrisls, a quick
private stock sale at the higher price
allowed ICN to raise the money 10 complete
the acquisilion, Ribaminol, however, was
never even lesled on humans. Mr. Panic
says he decided not to spend any more
money on it because he found oul a rival was
deveioping a similar drug.

Advent of Virazole

With ICN mired in losses during most of
the 1970s, Mr. Panic grew interested in
Virazole. The drug, generically known as
ribavirin, was developed in the late 1960s by
Roland K. Robins, a biochemist and ICN
co-founder. In the test lube, it has effects
against a wide range of viruses, perhaps by
blocking the actlion of chemicals they use lo
repreduce. Mr. Panie dubbed ribavirin “the
new penicillin,” and ICN has claimed at
various limes that it works against a list of
discases including influenza, genital herpes
infection, measles, chicken pox, hepatitis,
tropical fevers—and now AIDS.

Bul ICN has had limited success in
proving the drug both effective and safe.
The firtn didn't gain FDA approval for any
use until December 1983, andthen only for
hospital Lreaiment In aerosol form against a
lung ailment in infants. The story has some
unusual aspects. -

For one thing, ICN, seeking lo capitalize
on its small victory, distribuled a press kit
touling Virazole. But the FDA, in & rare
action, ordered the company to recall and
correct the publicity material, asserting ina
letter that It contained “false and misiead-
ing" infcrmation thal “grossly exagger-
ated” the drug's effectiveness. For in-
stafce, the kit claimed that Virazole was so
safe it could be given to premalure infants
“with no adverse reactions”; in facl, the
FDA sald, the drug may be "“particularly
hazardous” to premature babies,

Approval for infant lung disease came
after Vernon Knight, a highly respected
researcher at Baylor University medical
school in Houslon, had found that the drug
shewed promise against flu complications
when given in aerosol form, He developed a
misting apparatus that averted potential
side effects of the drug in pill form. His
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Responding to the most recent applica-
tion {in 1986) (0 use the drug against the flu,
the FDA again askedyfor more studies,
which the company says were begun last.’
month, But ICN officials "have a long way
to go before they can say (Virazole) is
effective” against the fu, says Gilbert
Schiff, a University of Cincifinati physician-
researcher who has worked with Virazole.
ICN s [ooling itsed if it thinks il is
close.”

Sold in Mexico

In the meantime, Mr. Panic promotes
Virazole for AIDS. And longtime critics sce
history repeating itself in ICN's behavior in
the torrid drug-company race for the right |
to sell a medication to the estimated one
million to lwo milllon U.8. carriers of the
AIDS virus., ICN's U.S. publicily for Vira-
zcle enhances its legal sales of the drug in
Mexico, where until recently it gave a 80% .
discount to patients referred by a San i
Francisco AIDS-information group.

Alter the FDA gave a preliminary |
approval in September to the Burroughs- !
Wellcome drug AZT, ICN rushed out a news -
release on Virazole. The release boasted
that the FDA had decided to award Virazole
a classification that gave it “top priority™
for review as a drug effective against AIDS. ;
Bul the ¥FDA actually hadn't made any|
decision; the classification is routinely!
given to any drug for which a company!
claims ALDS resulis, an FDA spokesman:
says.

Then came Mr. Panic's most controver-
sial publicity stunt to date, the Jan. 9
Washingion news conference. Sources close
to the company said it was he who insisted,
on helding it-against the advice of thej
FDA, of ICN's outside public-relations firm,
and of its director of regulatory aifairs, aj
former ¥DA official. i

Mr. Panic dispatched Robert Finch, a
former HEW secretary who is a director of
1CN and the chairman of Viratek, along with .
the firm's Washington counsel, former
Indiana Sen. Birch Bayh, to press FDA
Commissioner Frank Young for agency.
participation in the news conference. The |
DA refused, saying its staff hadn't re-
ceived enough details about the ICN study to
make even a preliminary decision. “We told |
them we couldn't {participate) and sug- -
gested that they postpone it instead,” says
John Norris, depuly FDA comimissioner.

Now, sources close o the FDA say the
agency's review of the data jsn't as:
optimistic as the picture the company!
released 1o the press. And they say a second
ICN study of pre-AIDS patienis, which
recently ended, will show inconclusive

1
]

. results.

Other AIDS researchers are baffled by
ICN's refusal to provide government and.
independent AIDS researchers around the ;
country with details about its first study. i
wor exansple, ICN hasn't furnished AIDS
rosearchers with data, such as patients’ |
red-blood-cell counts, considered necessary 1
te evaluate the drug's effectiveness, Says |
Donald Armstroug, a physician who is the
chief of Infectious discases al Memorjal
Sican-Keltering Cancer Center: “None of us
has been given an opportunity to evaluale
whal they've got.”

&
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. programmes for its own members involved -

The nation (ii)

Caring move

THE enormity of the present AIDS crisis
was perhaps never so clearly brought home
as in the comment of the task force set up
by the Hierarchy, which described it as
“the greatest single disease threat to
humanity since the Black Death” of the

s« 14th century,

£

That it has not reached anything like
these proportions in this country leaves no
room for complacency. The threat remains
and evidence to date is that, in common

+ with the experience of other countries, it is

growing.
For that reason, the Hierarchy’s call to

‘the Government to set up an AIDS hotline

must be welcomed, because while such a
device will not of itself remove the menace,
it will at least help the afflicted, and their
relatives, to cope with it.

The task force makes the point that if it

. has to take such action itself, it will have to

take a “moral standpoint”, by which it must
be presumed that it will have to promul-
gate Church teaching, which, of course, it
has the right and the duty to do,

in this delicate area, the Church has
come in for some criticism in that it has
pointed to the fact that the only real
solution to the AIDS crisis is adherence to
those standards of morality which would
make the spread of the disease impossible;
that while this is true, it presumes an ideal

; society in which nobody steps out of line.

Equally, it must be pointed out that if
the Catholic Church were to take any other
view, it would not be true to its traditional
teaching, which it cannot abandon even in
the face of crisis. Doubtless the criticism
will continue, if only because there are
those who belief that this stance is
negative and does nothing to counter the
menace.

But in view of the latest initiative, the
Hierarchy cannot at least be accused of
being uncaring, in that it epenly advocates
the sort of counselling which is badly
needed and for which, as yet, no provision
has been made.

Even allowing for the fact that in the
course of time we may have the projected
Government campaign - presumably inter-
rupted by the election - there will still be
need for counselling for those afflicted and
those close to them, because in addition to
the physical trauma created by the disease,
there are associated and very grave
psychological problems to be overcome.

What is happening, is that regardless
of what may or may not be undertaken by
the State, the Church is seeking to develop

in caring for those with the dreaded

disease and it is advocating the broadening ,

of this spread of information in a way
which is both necessary and wise...
& o
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Freed AIDS mother aims |

to beat drug dependency

the prison staff and doctor, but had appealed for a

By Terry Connealy

FREED from Mountjoy Jail two days after being
sentenced to six months in prison, 21-year-old AIDS
virus victim, Lorraine Hickey, went straight to Jervis
Street Hospital in Dublin to arrange to take a
rehabilitation course to wean her off drugs.

Released on bail by the District Court pending an
appeal against severity of sentence for stealing 200
cigarettes from & Dublin store, she refused to meet
the press, but relayed a message of hope: “I plan a
fresh start when this case is over, and am happy that
my baby, Joanne, has been found free of full-blown
AIDS, though born 19 months ago with antibodies of
the disease.”

Her message was giverto the media at his home
in Sean McDermott Street by Joe Costello, chairman
of the Prisoners Rights Organisation. Lorraine was

not with kim for the press conference. She was -

angered by the international publicity and said she
wanted to have her privacy respected.

My Costello siaid that the £300 bail was granted in
the surety of Lorraine's father, Mr Joe Hickey
Lorraine told him that she had been weil treated by

more sensitive approach to fellow women prisoners
with drug-related problems.

He knew of two cases of women inmates in
isofation who had seriously injured themselves, and
he called un Justice Minister Gerry Collins to provide

' medical facilities outside the prison environment for

people already suffering stress because of their

addiction. ] . i
Lorraine’s case received widespread media cover-

age on Tuesday after she was sentenced when it

becaine known that her baby had gone into jail with |

her. Baby Joanne and her brother Karl, aged three,
are now being looked after by their grandparents,
Joe and Ann Hickey.

Grandfather Joe confirmed that Joanne was free
from full-blown AIDS, and though Lorraine was still
at risk she and her children could enjoy a normal life

if she completed the hospital rehabilitation pro- |

gramme,.
Mr (Costello said tests on Juanne had proved

negative in the AIDS tests, but Lorraine's exact |

condition was not known. It was possible that she

could overcome the disease and live a long and useful |

life.
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plague”,

On the same Sunday a lead-
ing Catholic social worker
criticised  the hierarchy for
insensitivity towards the mala-
dy, while a Unitarian minister
in & nearby stale was distrib-

US churches

cri

_ By BRENDAN MALIN _ i
MORE AND MORE, the churches of America are!
being drawn into the AIDS crisis, adepting rofes in
the compaign to limit the epidemic or becoming
the targets of criticism for- inaction in the face of
what is now boing regularfly described os ''a

S

&

sis

uting condoms from the pul-
pit.

The eriticism of the church
came in Boston from Mr, Law.
rence Kessler, director of the
lacal AIDS Aclion Committee
and an activist for Cathalic
socinl causes over a period of
25 years, Urging the church
to begin responding compas-
sionately 10 tose suffering
from AIDS,  Mr. Kessler
added: “We as a church have
an obligation to remind our -
leaders that bigotry, racism
and homophobis embarrass us |
all — 4l times outrage us." ;

He  was  responding  al
Masses in the Paulist Centre
to the award to him os a eia-
tion hanouring an American :
Catholic active in the field of |
sacial justice,

e told the congregations
that, despite i1s long, active
history of service for the
poor, sick and dying, the
Catholic  Church had ignored
Acquired Immune Deficiency .
Syndreme (A1DS).

“We haven't leafned to dea]
with the fundamental issues of
humanity, especially when that
invoives sexualily outside nuy.
riage”  he  declared. “Tg
respond to AIDS we need to
set some of our hangups aside
and remove some of the barei-
ers to dialogue.”

In Ambherst, New York, a
Unitarian minister distribated
condoms 1o his tongregation
in the course of a sermon on
the avoidance of sexualfy
transmilted diseases,

Rev. Carl Titchener received |
a4 standing ovatlon from his -
listeners whicle outside e |
church a dowen people pick- !
eted in protest. They carried
banners reading "Oaly Chas.
tity Will Stop  AIDS" apg !
“Just Say No®,

Rev. Titchener was half-way

. through his sermon on ihe
theme "“The Condom Conun-

drum”, when he staried djs.
tributing  the deviees, Six
church ushers aided the disiri-
bution.

"By the turn of the century, |
there wilt be 100000 deaths
fram  AIDS" the minister

~declared, adding “if we do not

get Lhis informatien out rip-

idly, this country is lacing in !
the future an epidemig, that |
will make the bubonic plague .
and the black plague look pale |
by comparison. That certainly -
sounds  like a  Ffeand-destl |
siluatian'.
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Television channels join )
campaign against the Aids threat

By Thomson Prentice
Seience Correspondent

Britain's independent fele-
vision companies and the
PBC are joining forces in a
unjque campaign to warn (he
public about the dangers of
Alds.

A week of special pro-
, gramies about 1he disease
| will e broadeast 1o every
i[‘v_’gmn from Friday, February

Detzils of the campaign
were  announced  vesterday
along with the results of an
opinion poll which shows that
Aids s seen as the most
. impartant issuc facing Dritain
aller  unemployment and
disarmament,

Mr Mick Rhodes, head of
science feature programmes at
BBE Television,  yesterday
said: “We arc convinced that
joint action by the bread.
casters now can play 2 real
part in minumizing the spread
of Aids®,

Quating (he theme of the
Ciovernment's health eduea-
lion campaign,  Mr o John
Fawley.  dmector ol pro-
gramunies at Yorkshire Tele-
| Yision, said: “The ez is a1
edst 1o diminish the number
of peeple who will die of
ignorance™,

Among the pragranintes s a
show produced by London
Weekend Television for the
TV network, Rock musicians
including Alison Movet, Si
mon Le Ban, and Beter Ga-
briel will take part along with
Spitting lage puppels in
skelches, songs and film res
ports showing how Aids is.
and is not, spread.

The show, Faest e, with a
studio audience aged 15 10 25,
will be serecned on Febntary

_glon

27 and repealed twice on [TV
and onee on Channcf 4.

18C1 and  BBC2 pro-
grammes  will  range  from
documentaties such as Mlo-
rizon o debhaes, phonc-ins
and expert advice slots

“This is an unprecedenied
week af public heslth pro-
grammes. B Aids s an
unprecedented health
problem®, Mr Roger Laugh-
ton, head of BRC Daytime
Television, said yesterday.

“We are trying to avoid
preaching, People don't look
lo television for sermaons or
propaganda, Bui they do ex-
peet the truth, They need to
know the facts about Aids so
they can make their awn

decisions
behaviour.”

The jornt television project
is parily the result of talks
between the BRC, the {TV
companivs and Chanel 4
with Mr Norman  Fowler,
Seeredary af State for Social
Services, who gought their
support for the Governmient's
own campaign.

The resull is a (elevision
spotlight en Aids which far
exeeeds the efforts made in
any other counlry, including
the  Lhnied  Staws,  where
castilties are the highest in
1he developed warid.

The Market and Opinion
Research  laternational
(MORDY poll. commissioned

about  their own

by the  Independent
Hraadeasting Authoriry, con-
sisted of imterviews with 1,004
adults aged 16 19 54 helween
December 16 and January 4 in
B3 constilvency  sampling
points across Hritain. All were
interviewed in their homes.

"The poll shows that there
fias been a significant rise in
the pereeived risk of eatching
Aids in the past two years, bul
thal there is suill substantial
igiorance  and  niisinforma.
tion aboul the disease.

As 2 heallh hazard. itis new
rated cqually with aleohol
disorders. Specific arcas of
ignorance in cerlain ape and
sex calegories emerged. They
concerned the efficacy of'using

forces to

a condam: the fact that people
with the Aids virus may
appear healthy: that those who
develop the disease will even-
tally die as a result and thay
the Aids virus can be detected

by tests. :

Mast of those polled said
thci- were pot promiscudns.
Only 5 per cent said they had
1wo or more sexbal partners, -

Few people thought that the
media’s coverage of Aids was
excessive: 40 per cent thotight
it was aboul right, 50 per cent
1hal there was 1oo littls and 16
per cent that there was fon
niuckh. aed

Partamént, page 4
Alds in Japas, page 7

Health service braced for epidemic:

Health autharities through-
oui Britain are hracing them-
sclves againsl an explosion of
Aids cases in the coming
months and years, according
108 sUrvey.

Although 535 ol (he
coumiry’s 086 knawn  cases
have been recgrded in the
London ares, specidlists in the
Midlands, north of England,
Wales and Scotland. also fear
epidemics,

Vorkshire has had  anly
seven eases s far. but Dr
Martin Schwciger, a commu-
nily medicine speciatist in
Leeds. has predicied  that
100.000 peaple in the city
lante will be infecled by (he
end of the century,

For every and person in-
fecled this year there 'will by
V000 in 10 yeurs Hme, iie
spid. Umversities and pols-
technics in the Yorkshire re-
i are  organizing  Aids

advisory programmes (o try 1o
Bunt the spread ai'the disease,

Health officials in the north-
ernregion, whichh includes
Northumbria, 'vae nnd Wear,
Cleveland. Durham and Cum-
bria, estimate that they will be
pasing £20 millien a“year in
Aify iu’ev%nliqn and 1real-
ment by 1995, .

S0 far 20-people i the
region have coniracted the
digease and 14 have died.

The autherty has called on
its 16 distzicts 1o take urgen
actien, including the forma-
tion of counselling scrvices.
Specialist lenms are being sel
upat four  hospials, in
Snnderland,  Neweastle,
Aliddlesbrouph and Carlisle,
where Auls victhms will be
treatee as inpatients.

About 300 Liverpoo! aen-
eral practitioners hayve been
inviled toan Aids sedfinar al
the Royal Liverpoal Hospital

lo discuss  the
epidemic. Ten  people  in
Merseyside  and  Cheshire
have contracted Aids and all
have died The Mersey Re-
gional Health Authorityis the
fiest to appoint an Aids pro-
grannge co-urdinalor.

infoemption from all over .
the waorld which might help
slow: {he apidemic is being
gathered in_a Birmingham
dala_bank, Eleven people in
the West Midlands have died
from Aids and four more cases
have been reported. Dir Red
Griffiths. Akls co-ordinator in
the region, said & plan 1o issue
free condoms ta prostitutes
was being considered,

In Scoltand, where (1 of' 16
Aids viélims have alreadv
died, more than 2000 drug
adlicts are believed to be
infected.  Health boards in
Edinburgh. Dundee and Glas-
gaw are taking part in a pilot

next week

scheme {0 issue free steril
syringes and needles 1o addicts {-
Seven Aids paticnts hdve
died in Wales and another {wo
have the diseasc.
No cases have buer “re. |
Roru:d in Novthern Ircland,
ut Professor Exavid Simpsen,
f -the_Royal Viclaria, :
ital, Belfasts. said:. thgho g
disease eotifd take: 5 hpldife
thrduigh the sexual activitiey o
thousands of people who Teave |
the provvince on holidays,
The Irish Republic has had):
16 epses.  including. nines
deaths but some Irish medical,
experts believe the counlry'i%,
“silting en 6 time-bomb™:
hecause of a high rate 14
infestion suspected amoi
inlravenaus drug abusers, OF|
533 knawn Aids carricrs, 366,]
are drug addicts, X [
The survey was cartried’pist
by regional staff of the Press,
Associalion, i e
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TV channels join

forces in Aids

THE four TV channels
yesterday launched a no
holds barred war on

] Alds.

The £1 million package

awill  inelude  programmes

giving explicit details about
the disease before the 9pm
watershed when children
are expected to be watching.

But TV losses say they are

_prepaved to run the gauntlet with

viewers who might be offended in
“a bid to alleviate the greatest
health emergency of the century.”

The week-long, 20-programme
campaign, which will include doc-
wmentaries, debates, phone-ns
and advice slots, has the backing

by AVRIL CONNARD

of Health Minister Norman
Fowler,

Mr Fowter will be appearing on
the first programme at 7.0pm on
February 27, with a host of stars
ineluding Simon Le Bon of Duran
Duvan, Alison Moyel, Ban-
anarama and Peter Gabriel.

Sketches

Called First Aids and made by
London Weekend Television, it 18
aimed at younger preeple and will
show through skelches, songs and
film reports, hew Alds is spread,

In another programme the PBC
has signed up rock star lan Dury
and Radle 1 disc jockey Janice
Long lor its first show, Alds—
The Facts.

The decision by the BBC aml
lhe TI'TV channels to co-operate
over programming s unprece-
dented.

Also during the week, Ceniral
TV will broadcast Britain's frst
Alds drama, Intimate Conlact.

[t is the story ol a busitessman
whe contracts the disease from a
New York prostitute.

Mick Rhodes, the BBC's head of
science features said: "1 am sure
we are going to offend some peo-
ple,

"Buf we have got to speak
clearly.”

Mr Geraint Stanley Jones, BBC
director of public alfalrs said:
“There Is a dangey of frightening
members of the public but only
those who have no sex life can
afford not to be frightencd.

*“There is a substantial igoo-

rance and misinformation ahout
Aids.”
@ A Spitting Image sketch which
will be showb on First Alds
shows Mrs Thatcher and Lhe Cab-
inet mystitied by the problem.

John Lleyd, Spitting lmage ex-
ccutlve producer, said: “In the
slketch they are completely un-
clear about what it is or whal to
do to pravent it.

“They are even considering
whether to privatise it.,”

Move to give
free condoms
to prisoners

PRISONERS should be glven
free condems to prevent Aids
spreading through Jails, it was
urged last night.

The Prison Reformt Trust said
it was time the Home Office
stopped refusing to  acknow-
iedge that homosexnality exisied
in prison.

“This s unrealistic and
unsafe,” said trust director Una
Padel. “"Prisonets territied of
catehing Alds have anly been
given the standard eaflet,”

So far only 24 of Britain's
47,000 prisoners are known to
have the virus.

B
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Don’t die of'"
ignorance,,
die of fright

MY seven-year-old son has.
never been keen on sport,-

but he loves lahguage,
When he doesn't -under-

stand a word he asks me to

explain it, and later he
,will try it out on his
younger sister, with vary-
~ing depreces of success.

It is something I encour-
age, He may not, .as his
i father would wish Brow
- up to play for Arsenal but
{ he stands a good chance aof

i being literate and artic-
 wlate. Only now there is a
" problem. -

“What is Aids,” he asked
last weel after he saw an
- advertisement that popped
‘up hetween Treasurc
* House and Debbie Green-
: wood’s kiddies’® quiz show
‘on BBCL. It was not easy
tu answer,

Children of that apge
: don’t even know what sex
' is. And how do you explain
promiscuity, homosexual-
. ity and condoms to a child
- who still believes in Santa
P and the tooth fairy?

After years of carefully
vetting children’s pro-
grammmes to suit Mary
Whitehouse and the IBA,
. the government, in its des-
peratlon to curb Aids, has
 blundered through a deli-
cate minefield.

g P.:'AGE{ 9

Don't die of Ignorance is the
message of the spooky adver-
tisements, Theéey heedn't
worry — most nine .to. 13-
years-olds are about ‘to die of
fright.

Playground talk’ is{ and a]

ways will be, ill- informed. Ru-

monr feeds on ramour and
the result is our chjldren are
having nightmares

If we have to have ‘them
durmg peak children s view-
ing time, advertisemente
should be _geared “to -their
needs. That need ‘s, for, reas-
surance as well as awareness,

Jasper Carrot, refet'rmg to
the first advertisement, joked

that the only -message  that -

came across was “Don’t make
love on top of a volcano, don't
make love with-a ,ﬂorist, and

if you are using a pneumatic ’

drill . then - make s
wearacondom” P
The latést ad —
chosen to go ot for chil-
dren’s viewing - is aeven
more langhable, The divector

has moved from a quarry to a’

submarine . in thel ‘Arctic.
When you see the Hiinp of lee
you half expect the fox to pop
up chewing a glacier mint.
As an explanation of. what
Aids is, it is woet‘u]ly inade-
guate. As a mieans:to scare
children it is unforthnate]y
extremely successful, ;

and the one

L
e e
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AIDS victims
may face

murder charges

| AIDS victims who know-

ingly infect other people
may face murder charges
in Bavaria and one per-
son is in custody pending
investigations, the West
German state justice
minister said yesterday.
| Minister Mathilde Ber-
‘ghofer-Weichner told the
Bavarian parliament
that the state authorities
were investigating a
number of people suffer-
ing from AIDS.

Those found to have |
_caused a partner’s death .
by knowingly passing on
the disease could be tried

for murder, she said.
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Part-time Ann leads fight on Aids

. 1 li}lll)!\v;{;:‘lll‘ql‘zg:\ilﬁi ﬁi{ll:{li'ﬁnl?;(]]" {i\fm"l: by CHRIS MIHILL :r.’r]u?'_:.j)l'ul'ul::?;! r:hulivlfzgl!s: \;\ e [fﬂl.‘(‘
4 h 'AUs I8 10 Spesrhe "itain’s 1 1N country comes from Aijds,
batlle against Ajds . for two Medical Correspondent “MUis @ malter of he uimos:
days & week, i Research, will he unpaid and pari- public mportance thin the chai
She will | t ol new e, teenge is mes. ™
L Ih I terday by fBut My Fowler said she woui The governowal has been w
Heztith Sy YY Nenin Fawler”  provide an exporienes AN oxpert. g OF SEPARPIng the i [
Miss Burdus, @ dires|or of Bur ise thal UL haye heen HNH s Council boeoyme 11 speithe
biggest  nnrket stble ta roerait fll-time, HI toa Dowedly el aleuhin]
1rs o sing iy Her fellow AEPUTY Chairmag Wil rabaces apel dairy arming,
il Teatlets in be Alasiair Service, of the Family The eurrant director of yhe HEC,
the publie Manning  Associan The chafr. 0 Diwvid Player. has pubiliefy 1y
8-, man will bo §le chuirinan Sir he helieves he bty ~irked Jor
She beeomes jaing o Uty chai- Brisn Bailey, banz tog atspaken
AN OF 8 New organisation od The new autherty will ke Bl Mr Fowler sajdg: “lEis h
the Hoalth Tdncation Authorily,  over (e L12 million il HNEPERE )y utterly and campleicly .
which reptaces the Health Etuer:  Brean the Fovernment's £20 illion true  that bressure  from  tho ;

upe
HILO M
for all advertising
the offert 1o edy
about the dendly di

1 : - i NN - R i tion Councti on Aprii 1. Aills public eductition fiid. tebueco and uleabsl g tries leg |
AIDS TEAM: Sir Brian, Miss Burdus, Mr Service and Mr Fowh esterday  Misx Lurdis, etupiuyed by AGH M Vowler st One of the the clostire af the I, I
- e~
-
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Queen’s
concern

over
AIDS
ague

By GLYN MIDDLETON

THE Queen spoke of
er concern about
AIDS yesterday when
she visited the front
line of the bpattle
against the deadly
epidemic,

She volced her fears after
belng told the disease may
claih  the lves of 2,000
Britons by the end of the
century,

Prlnlce ihi"nﬂé"'z'ﬁ‘} the Qu:gg- %nf

&
Fntho!o i8ts  in London. «lur¥ing
w ch .sle was briefod on the A.mg

meessar Jongu Banatvals, the

college’s registrar, sald later thoe the

Queedrj1 Was 'very concerned' about
senss.

Rampant

"We talked nbout the proy In
the resenrc bownrda tinding

2 nsked how long it would
ecfna whinh cuuld

The Pmreuor sald thet the Queen
WIS ‘very interested in liow theri.rus
Inte' the cells and the elinleal
eatiures, sch as the em:ct on tha
bmiu and me lnal
Quee, I.old Tesearch
Imo The wuy ahe vinug la gpreadiny
beyond the high-risk smups o
homosexuals and drug abuse
Professor Hanatvala added Ve

heve & large gay oommuni
Lambeth m%e nmny 3&115,

afrleans who have moveli
here the disense

arcas wi ls mmpnnl.‘.,'
Hygiene

‘The royal couple apont more than

an hnu.ry at; udy&g ormation  on

her o
visd whlch marked the college’s 256k
ry. Prince Phﬂlp waa heard
to mmark “There 1 enough
tdotn around, sg the message shouwld
gel

The Pmt added

ueenminte ted In mugg

g th t.hepubudc mu;ﬂ:s

W ool m

tia, The L visltors wera ulsg
on cervical

ah%ng the la t renea.mh

m Na.tiom! Unlnn of Teachers
yesterday that children wlr.h
AIDS should go to school a8 normal
end be ireated the same as other

hyglene procedutes are all that iy
to ensure the safely of
ohudmr? snd ataﬂ ' v

A former Amerieon soldler Is beln,
held In West Gemmnﬁ' accused of
coudng  grievous bodl_ymharm hy
knmrlngﬂv Ssprea d!.ng Progaci-

burg said the 45-year-
°1drtm h:'ldth tw{ztéhlun n;'thburg
Lrtrers' oL iz them
nd the disease,

Lr
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Condom sales are now aver-
aging almost 400 million a
year, well over three iimes
the adult population of the
U.S. and a recent AIDS warn.
ing . by the US. surgeon
general could double the busi-
ness in the present year,
Speaking to a committee of
the U.S, Congress, Dr. C.
Everett Koop urged that con-
doms he advertised on
national television.

The only more certain ways
to avoid AIDS, warned the
surgeon general, are celibacy
and monogamy and, for
intravenous drug users, to
avoid sharing dirty needlss.

Representative of the
disappeance of condom taboos,

are campaigns being waged to

bring the equipment to the
attention of teen-agers.

By BRENDAN MALIN

1Once almost unmentionable, and purchased surreptitiously,
condoms are becoming one of the biggest sales items in U.S.
|drug stores. The reason has nothing to do with birth control
bur rather concerns the growing threat from the incurable
disease known as AIDS. '

As examples, there was the
action of officials of Green
field Community College in
western Massachusetts, where
condoms were distributed to
students free and without
request, The family planning
arm of Action for Boston
Community Development, an
anti-poverty agency, went even
further. It delclared @
*Natienal Cendom Wegk" in
the city when the equlpmem
was distributed freely in 10
clinics. In addition teachers
and counseliors in scores pl
high schools are freely dis
cussing — somelirmes advocat:
ing — the acquisition of con
doms by teen-agers, as part of
sex education courses.

Network television execu

tives, however, are still baqlk-‘
ing at the idea of runming

P ot it L AR

condom advertising although
some regional TV stations are
acecepting the surgeon gen
eral’'s advice. When Channel
56 in- Boston announced,
recently. that it planned to
run condom ads. the response,
by way of letiers and phone
calls, was 75 to 80 per cent in
favour, according to the sta

tion’s general manager, Mr.
Gerald Walsh.
“Being Irish-Catholic and

from Boston, it was touchy",
said Mr. Walsh in assessing
the decision, "but we looked
al it not as a moral but a
social issue”, .

Last month, a poll con
ducled by NBC-TV and the
Wall Street Journal showed
that 79 per cent of Americans
believed it is appropriate ta
put condom ads, on television.

I
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AZT, on experimental drug being used to treat AIDS
patients arcund the United States, mngd_hn less effective
than &m‘vmusiy believed, according to Minnescta medical
officiaky,

“Its affects arz, al hest, short-iived” said Michael Ostochotm,
Minnesale stnte epidemiologiat, “1t Bar't the answer, 1t's n first step, 11
would b unlortunate If people thotght tis was Une panacea.”

Hut iuiliull% AYT will be the only drug used by the University of
Minnesola's Health Sciencos Centre and 18 ather contros designated b
the Mationa! Inatitutes of Health to participate in a national ALL
trentment research programme.

The head of the research tean at the University of Minnesota centro
concedes AZT has serious drawhaclks. .

“If we weren't concaned abaul, AT, we wouldn'U he doing research Alds virus
on it snld De Hank Brifour Jr, professae of labaratory medicine- T4 cell

ntholozy and pediatrics, and muddical director of the Chnicnl Yirology
{zrogrammc. ) | .

Tialiour defended the use of AZT in the research project, noting I is
the firat drug that offers hope to AFDS putients,

DOstetholin Aald Lhat hope may he shart-lived, based an rosylty of n

AIDS car ba dormart ‘or
a litle understood period
o will immediately block
tho T4 ‘SO’ signals .

which causes fawer and
fewar anlibodles 1 ba
produced and makes the
body susceptible 1o olher
infections and cancers.-

AIDS vinus thvades bady
and immegdiately atlacks
T4 cell

[y
AIDS viral DA fusas wilh
coll, crealing slave faclory to

majar national study that began in Pehruary 1986,
Te udy, deslgacd by the drug's niaker in
medicnl exports, shows that ATDS pmtients recelving ALT started 1o

doteriornto toward the study's end, Osterhoim sald.

i {iddon at the study™s

While patients lnkin‘f. a placebo werg in warse eond

end, (hose taking A%
months, he said,

Ihove taklng AZT “hud an initial improvement and then started
going downhill" Osterholm said, adding that detaits from the study

Tawenot been made pubsiic,

By ihe study'’s end, he
said, the immtine systems of
thasa taking AZT wore the
samo as at the heginning,

" Alag, these with ALT pot
na many episodes of {llness
needing hospltnlisation nas
those who got placchos,”
Oslerholm sald,

But federel health offic-
jals ended the study In Sep-
ipinbaer, three montha eaely,
and clnimed the drug wes ro
effective it ghould be mnde
mere widely avallable,

While AZT I the first
drag that will be bsed at the
unjversity's AIDS research
centre, Nalfour naid, it won't
he the only one.

Bulfour ghared Oster-
haolm's worrien ebout AZT's
toxicily mnd whethor ity
benelits sre lasting

**The problem ia it may he
licensed in en tmecuxiuntml
way," Ralfour , reforting
to how quickly federal effic.
fals_tnay have iU on the

may have b

n cotlaboration with

hecome: just s il fin another fow

# furlous rate

produce new AIDS vinuses al

[Slave cell dies, toleasing
AIDS viruses to allack
ather T4 colls

& ('
o) (3

‘Wonder’ AIDS

"disappoints experts

Medical

Correspondent

SHIALEY

JACKSOM looks at AZT, a new drug
in the war against AIDS.

henclite & gelocted  fow
while there's a  larger
number who seam to get
warse from taking it."

b Hanan Rosenstelns, a

Some of them are enti-
virats, which may prevent
the virum from = killin
patlents' wﬂs’ he sald,
Dthera, <all hialogical
response  modifiers, may

froup inclyde interieron
gnd interleukin.2, hegaid,
During the four years,
the cenires will rescarch
wreatments for patients In
various stagea of AIDS —
from thusa with the virus
ut, 1o 8 ma Lo those
very ill, fvlar!rll four said. .
THE original AZT atudy,
which began last February,

drug

By :  mid-Beptember,
thart bad bern 18 dedtha
wmong the 137 petiiaty
receiving placebos and sme
ATNOTE \ge 145 tabing
AZT. An  indepeni ept
review board set up by the
HNational  [Institutes of
Health" receriunended the
study be hlted and the
drug given to the pla ebo
patients,

T The drug wss nede
available nalionwide ' to

markel, :?rcnf::lligr}“y::i!im}.lnnep;}va:: imjrovo patients’ jmmune  hout of the rare pneu:  AYDS vigtims whomet or.
Goncem sevan patients he placed on aystems, monia, PCP, Othera had tain  eriteris,  Inch: fing

SOME Jocal doctors eati-
mate half of the Minnesota
AIDS patients wha have
been given the new anti-

. viral cepsule AZ'I', which

«.adrog

rtands for szidothymidine
have been taken off the
dritg o have had Uheir
dasezea cut bocquae of the
's Loxicity.
m()nnia"mmliar said A?{I‘
Juperd to the
th of i:'g,!iahh with, ;
Iredy o ui:g;nnmn"' des
e "‘(‘ﬁﬁf&‘m“ :
illennm ¥ ud
b Micollet .- medical
reittres who started taking
AZT in the auturon, seven
have heen taken off, [
Heatt Strickland, & stalfl
physician at both medical
centres, said, One af (ke
seven died,

That patient_had been
daing well until he ook
AZT, Stricklund said. The
patient developed anarmia
efter Luking the drup, was
teken off {t and then died,
he raid,

“We consider It a con-
trihuting factor in the
atient’s death" Strick.
and seld of AZT, which
works hy blocking  the
shility of the ATDS virus
to repticate inside n host

cull,

Of the estimated 24 1o
36 AIDS patients in Min-
nesota whe  have  been
gven  AZT, about half
have heen taken off the
drug or heve hed their
dosnges adjusted because
of toxicity, seld Dr Mar-
guret  Simpson, one of
Strickland'’s ml!enﬁeﬂ at
Hennepin County Madical
Centre and director of the
centre's ALLDS clinie.

“There are those who
imprave while teking it"
Strickland said of AZT.
“I!utl w}e'vq had lrlnoru
people  having  problems
with side el‘fects,pnuch as
ankemia, low white bload
counts, headachos,”

In anaemia  patients,
blood doos not  carry
enough oxygen to organs.
Patients with low white
blood counts suffer a
woeakening of thelr imimune
pystesna and ean't fight
infectiona.

“Other. centreg around
the country have hnd the
anmo experience,” Strick-
fand  said. "I meems it

AZT remnin on the drug
and are deing well, tle
took same off Tor reasons
unzelated Lo the AZT, he
saidd. One suffered a skin
rash.
“T'm not secing a lot of
Truhlnms with  ART"
losensiein  apld,  “The
worst was the shin rash.
“IU’s the only thing we
have,” he said of the drug,
“1¢'s o stopgap medication,
80011 aA nower drups

®

tonic, AZT
-weoyxde

ther
that the hape for the
future is not with AZT,
bul with ether drugs.

“ln thet next one or two
years, n less loxic relative
of will supersede
AZT™ Henry said,

In the  mepntime,
research using AZTF will
proceed ol the Universily
of Minnesota and the 18
other  AIDS  {rentment
research cenlres,

‘The contres, dubhed
AIDS Treatment Lvelu-
allon Units, are scattered
throughout  the country,
More than US$100 millicn
has bren budgeted for the
resenrch nationally.

The Mirst 14 centres have
hoen using AZT in their
rescareh and the university
pluns to use the drug in i
research when it storts
seefng patients thia week,
Balfour said,

So far, only two research
lans have been approved
ar the research ceritres,

, Balrour gald,

One involves trying dif-
ferent dosages of AZT on
AIDS patients whe have
had  Preumecystis carinil
pneumoenia (PCP), & rore
paeumaonia  that  eften
striles AIDS patients.

JThe  other  Invalves
giving AZT te a group of
AlDS  patients  with
Kapoki's sarcoma, a rap-
idly grawing skin cancer,
and giving placebos Lo
another group with the
cancer,

But Balfour said sowe
70 other research  pluns
have been devele by
Netional  Institutes  of
Ttendih officials and meny
bers of the  designated
research centres, The plans
involve eight to 30 differ-
aiit deugs, he sald,

‘Druga from the first
roup include rihavirin,
ﬁidcoxycyﬁdine md
{oscamnet, it said,
Medicines from the secand

AlDS-related complex,
meaning  although  they
were nfeeted  with  the
virus, their symmptoms wers
not 15 severe gs these of
{ufl-blown AIDS.

having had PCP.-

It {8 expected to b on
the market mnd 1sore
w‘uhﬂ‘y available withh +*
next few weela.

wanil ot that are less
I~ will go hy the -
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Close-up of a killer

to kiss,

The -royal cuuple were shown photographs

of the deadly virus
iike the one aboyve
during a towr of the

Royal College ot

Pathologists in May-
fair, London.
Prolessor dehangir I
professo ur ali-
roto a1 31
Thum.u Hospital, warned
that  Alds  eases  were
likely to increa -
But s eh had
fed him 1o conclude that
kissing was sale. The
virus has been found i
salivi bl lh(' (1!!l:llll'LI\
are very low." he said,
“The virus is

frag-

on-
5 ‘.\l]l probably
ltse 11

The |nul'«~s-.nr suid Kiss-
g was a "lew risk
even a non-risk "

The Quuen’s tour
marked the colloge's sil-
ver jubilee your,
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DEATH CELL: the alier-like tentacles of Alds

Queen and
Philip see
the deadly
Aids virus

by CHRIS MIHILL, Medlcal Cotrespondent

THE Queen and Prince Phlllp got a close-
up view of the Aids virus yasterday -
and were told it was still sale for Britons

Victims
‘safe 1n
schools’

THERE'S no need for
schools 1o treat ¥ilthg
any ditler-
o ather puplls,
Oriteins bhiggoest tench-
ing union sy lodny,

“Fraper hygisne pro-
cedures ave wil that is
necys: L0 onsure the
sifuty children i
ST, sy s the Natlanal
Union of Teachers.

Dui seliools must
have adequate tollery,
washing rquipment wud
medival supplivs ror
pr l)[)l‘l h
wirlon
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Sex and Salvation

Homosexuals' Status
In the Catholic Church

Is Divisive Issue in U.S..

As.the Vatican Gets Tougher ;

On Activist Parishioners, -

Stand Vexes Many Clerics

Dutch Group Sues Cardinal

By DiaNNA SOLIS

Stuff Reporier of THE WALL STREET JUURNAL

HOUSTON — In an austere setting at 3217
Fannin 8t,, a visitor can glimpse one result
of the Vatican's campaign against homosex-
ual activity and against church support of
khomosexual-rights groups. There, Mass is
being celebrated in a nondescripl office
building in a run-down neighberhood ~in a
place of worship adorned only with a
wooden cross and a banner emblazoned
“Dignity.”

Dignity is the name of a national
organization of homosexual Catholics who
believe that their expressions of sexuality
can be morally good-a posture opposing
Vatican doctrine. For such activists, not
only in Houston but also in many other U.S.
dioceses, the welcome mal has been with-
drawn from steepled church property.

At the Mass on Fannin Street, the
traditional prayer for the pope and his
bishops is followed by a provocative plea:
“deliverance for those with closed minds
and closed hearts.” Later the priest con-
fides that he fears for his collar because the
conservative local diocese insists on accep-
tance of church doctrine.

‘Afraid of the Backlash’

YD wish T were braver,” he says,
explaining his request for anonymity. "I am
afraid of the backlash.”

Although many other priests, nuns and
lay Catholics around the country condemn
the Vatican's stand, that stand is justified
and moral in the minds of other Catholics,
The Bible can be used to defend either side,
but 1ts most frequently cited passages on the
subject seem to rebuke homosexuality.

“The church isn't a democraey,” says
the Rev., John G. Woulsey, who runs
family-development programs for the New
York Archdiccese. "We don't shift teach.
ings according to the latest Gallup Poll.”

But nrow the once taboo subject of
homosexuality s erupting throughout the
Catholic Church in the U.S., threatening to
oyertake .abortion as the prime jssue In

“sextal-fiorality debate. And as the church

gets tougher, homosexual Catholics have
bepun marshaling support for confronta-
tion. *"There is just 4 terrible pain out
there,"” says the Rev. Robert Nugenl of
Maywood, N.J., who leads the 3,500-member
Catholie Coalition for Gay Civil Rights. ']
just don't see things settling down."

L

Pope to Visit

The controversy could reach a peak in
September, when the pope is scheduled to
return to the U.S. eight years after his
triumphal first visit. Some organizers vow
they will hold demonsirations as chilly as
those conducted two years ago by liberal

Dutch Catholics protesting the Valican's

tough views on contraception and other
issues of sexual morality.

Although the homosexuality issue has
remained behind the scenes in tmost of
southern Eurape, il has become explosive in
the less-traditional Nerth, particularly in
the socially liberal Netherlands. Earlier this
month, the ultra-conservative head of the
Dutch church, Cardinal Adrianus Simonis,
sparked heated public criticism when he
said in a radio interview that he would
respect a landlord who refused a homosex-
ual tenant. Yesterday, a Dutch court heard
arguments in a lawsuit filed by a prominant
Dutch gay rights group alleging that the
cardinal's statement violated Dulch laws
apainst inciting discrimination.

Willemien Ruygrok, a spokeswoman for
the Dulch Association for the Integration of
Homosexuality, argues that *'if Simonis had
said he sympathized with people not want-
ing a black on their property, or a Jew ...
he would be convicted” of discrimina-
tion.

But Marjet de Jong, a spokeswoman for
the cardinal, says his remarks reflected his
religious opinion ang thal he is charged with
“sustaining the faith and beliefs of the
church.”

And according to the Associated Press,
Johannes Wijn, the cardinal's defense coun-
sel, argued in court yesterday, "'The right to
express religious views implicitly allows
people to-note differences, in gther words, to
discriminate.” He added, ''moreover, in a
{ree-enterprise society, any landlord should
he free to refuse any tenanls he does not
like.” A verdict is expected within two
weeks,

In the U.8., some dermonstrations have
escalated into ugly confrontations. In New
York City during the 1983 “pay pride"
parade along Fifth Avenue, a fist fight
erupted between members of Dignity and
members of an anti-homosexual Catholic
group. In Dayton, Ohio, when the local
Dignity chapter held an anniversary Mass
this past summer, a group of picketers
staged a protest. "'Dignily is destroying the
church,” a placard proclaimed,

The division is especially evident in the
ranks of the clergy. Catholic clerics com-
monly voice public opposition 1o the prac-
tice of homosexualily, Nevertheless, on the
issue of whether the church should minister
to groups of unrepentant homosexuals or
bar them, the split is wide and growing.

"“This is 4 rather sad thing' says the
Rev. Laurence Connelly, a parish priest in
Sugariand, Texas, who calls the Valican's
stand “anti-Christ and anti-Gospel,” He
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Conlinued From First Page
s, "'l am just sick and tired of what is
’[]‘ll
ne side of the issue, John Cardinal
~ Philadelphia and Bishop Leo T.
f San Diego forbid Masses (o groups
ity members. In New York, John
1 O’Connor has successfully fought a
zhi to preserve the church’s right to
irlng homosexuals. More recently,
e Catholic Coalition for Gay Civil
held a series of seminars in the
L, one of the region's bishops denied
€ of church property. And just last
ishop Francis J. Mugavero of New
Brooklyn Diocese, a2 man long
ed sympathetic to groups like Dig-
rred such organizations from using
buitdings for meetings or religious

e other hand, in Seattle, Archbishop
d Hunthausen sanctioned a Dignity-
d Mass and even delivered the
ng address at the group's national
on; six months ago, however, the
stripped him of much of hisg
7, in part because of his tolerance of
Two weeks apgo, the Rev. John
of New York, a self-proclaimed
- homosexual, was expelled from
t order for public dissent from the
 leaching on homosexuality. Fa.
Yeill, who for a decade had been
ders from the church to refrain
blicly espousing his views on
1ality, said in a speech that sexual-
Issues should be judged by “‘free-
onscience’ as weil as by church

> Most notable move was taken by
an itself in October. With more
senly questioning the contempo-
‘ance —even the morality — of cer-
al passages about homesexuality,
homosexual lay groups gaining
" as a result, the Vatican felt
to issue a strong pastoral letter.
lomosexualily “‘disordered,” con-
omosexual groups for their “de-
paganda’ and warned bishops
pperting any Catholic group that

treats homosexuality as be-

ter added that despite the epi-
yartions of acquired immune-defi-
wdrome, or AIDS, homosexuals
ndeterred and refuse (o consider
lude of the risks invelved.”

¢ has the pastoral letter stirred
oversy as in the U.S. To some
. the church's pronouncement
et ol dissolving the centuries-old
listinction between the “‘sinner
in."" The Catholic Church itself,
', operates special ministries for
atholies in an estimated 80% of

derer, “and another to be a sinner and think
it's an asset."”

The church has always accepted wor-
shipers whose sexuai urges, if not activities,
are directed toward members of their own
sex - but only those who €Xpress repentance
over their past sexual practices. In fact, a
church-sanctioned organization called Cour’

age works to counsel such people toward -

heterosexuality or chaste lives. Yet the
October pastoral letter ‘stated that “the
inclination itself must be seen as an
objective disorder."

But according to some Catholic homo-
sexual activists, (he proportion of homosex-
ually inclined people within the Catholic
clergy itself greatly exceeds the 10%
generally estimated for the peopulation at
large, Kevin Gordon of New York, a former
brother of the Christian order, published a
book last month estimating that 40% to 60%
of the Cathelic clergy is homosexual. {He
doesn't estimate the number of these that
practice homosexuality.) But Mr. Gordon,
who runs a Catholic think tank on homosex-
tality, says that ambition keeps many of
these clergymen from challenging the
church.

“If you want to get that red cap of the
cardinal, you have to do the party line,
especially on sexual issues," says the
atthor. “These are company men.”

The church wasn't always so vocal about
its opposition, ar so tough. More than 15
years ago the late John Cardinal Cody of the
Chicaga Archdiocese —then the 17.8.'s larg-
est—sanctioned Dignity-sponsored Masses.
In 1976, the U.8. bishops maintained a
conciliatory view toward homasexuals.
“They have a right to respect, friendship
and justice,” the bishops said in a pastoral
letter. “'They should have an active role in
the Christian community.”” Even in 1983, the
Washington State Catholic Conference,
while opposing homosexuality, resclved
that “‘the prejudice against homosexuals is
greater infringement of the norm of Chris-
tian morality." ‘

Passages Questioned

Of particulir concern to the Vatican,
liberal forees began scholarly questioning of
such explicit biblical passages as the
pronouncement in the Odd Testament book
of Leviticus that “You shail not lie with 2
male as with a woman; such a thing is an
abominatiop.” Besides criticizing these pas-
sages as outdated, among other points,
some clerics began trying Lo overturn them
with other biblical passages. “But by God's
grace I am what I am," they read from
Paul's First Letler to the Corinthians, “'and
the grace that he gave me was not withoul
effect.”

To make matters worse, the church wis
coming under attack for being slow (o

organization of 5,000 members whose chief
goal is to keep-homosexuals i the Catholic
Church. Its central activity is celebrating
Mass.

In the autumn, the Houston chapter
emblazoned “Mass Appeal” banners in bars
and restaurants in the city's largely homo-

o sexual Montrose neighborlicod. In Philadel-

phia, Dignity pays train fare or gasoline

 money so that priests {rom New York, New

Jersey and the Washington, D.C..area can
conduct services there for homosexuals—at
St. Luke and the Epiphany Episcopalian
Chureh, "No priest in our diocese will touch ;‘
us,” explains Michael Flynn, a Dignity :
member in Philadelphia,

Option of Changing Churches ’

Why not quit Catholicism for Episcopali- ;
anism or one of several other religions with |
more liberal views toward homosexuals? |
Many Catholic homaesexuals explain that |
abandoning so paternal a church wouldn't
be any easier than escaping their sexual—i‘
ity. . f

“The Catholic Church is my heritage,”
says Mr. Flynn, the grandson of Irish
immigrants. “There are so many things 1.
like about the church: the sacraments, the t
Eucharist, the smells and bells. They are |
not geing to take that away from me.” i

Some Dignity leaders recognize that!
homosexuality is a moral minefield, andg
they try to tread lightly through it, Joseph ;
Nuber, a foriner seminarian who heads the ;
Houston group, tries to soften any breach of ;
church policy by insisting that his chapter
docsn't specifically condone homosexual
aclivity,

The group's image-consciousness has
won it occasional political recognition, such
as the Dignity Day in Houston prociaimed
by Mayor Kathy Whitmire. Compared with

other “gay rights'" groups, Dignity's activi-

ties are studiously inconspicuous: a pilgrim- .

age to Lourdes for AIDS victims, for
instance, and soup kitchens and Loy drives
for the poor.

Bul some of Dignity's activities take it
well out of the religious mainstream. The

national group’s newsletter carries a col-

umn titled *'Saints of the Closet?" {hat
profiles the lives of saints thought to have
been homosexual, Dignity's floal in the last
gay-pride parade in New York depicted
Jesus as the good shepherd lending 3 flock
of sheep - every tenth one painted lavender,
1o symbolize the 10% of the population
generally thought (o he homosexual. And for
some members, raising a clenched fist at St
Puatrick’s Cathedral, the main church in
Cardinal O'Connar's archdiocese, has be-
come 4 ritual of the parade.

"There are a number of Dignity mem-

bers who want 1o make a meaningful,
croative nonvialan! ivune nf nentoct o ooonxre




