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v T e
AIDS stands for Aequired
Immune Deficieney Syn-
drame, World wide publichy
is now given to this killer dis-
ease which was first woted
about five years ago. Its
lethal effects has understan-
dably caused anxiety and
concert in countrics where it
has heen diagnosed,

The Worltd Heallh Organisaticn in
mid 1986 gave an estimated figure
of 100,000 cases of full blow
AIDS, the number carrying the
virus being considerably higher, Al
ficst the spread af the virus was
linked to the homosexual com-
munity bul now it is established
that AIDS affects a wide range of
people including the unborn c%ﬁld.
We know from a reply given re-
cently in the Dail that 13 cases of
AIDS have been diagnosed. We
know that the disease had been
transmutted o some infaats and
we know that several deaths have
been recorded,

What is
AIDS ?

WHA T = this Jisease which
causes so much tragedy and loss off
life? It 15 caused by a virus which
destroys our immune sysiem that
is pur defence mechanism against

I infecuon. [n nortnal circumsiances

when we get an ifection which
effects. for cxample, the throat,
chest, kidney or skin, our body's
defences_ come inte action  and
swiftly fight off the germs with
extraordinnry sueeess. i

A patient with ATLS ceases m\‘-_

have thus kind of resistance wid
the whaole fighting systent breaks
down. Not only that but the virus
can be reactivitted aml reprodugsd
with a4 comparatively muld iafee-
fon

it s the bl wabuliey in e
cpcumssanses wocontrol such m-
fecuonr tha creafually couses
festh. [he it thau there 1s no
zaire, o ettty and oo vaccise
avadtabic o presest, spells doom
far those wina Jeveiop ALDS.
y horosearch i been
wosooner than we
1wocure will e
aur o present re-

1
Jdone and perh
Fraline 0 ovanc
found

B sources there can be dittle hape Jor

the AJDS vweum,

' k
at ris

AIDS is conlrocted in a variety
of ways. These most at risk arc
iniravenous drug users. Shared
contaminated needles and syringes
used for injections of heroin or
vther drugy is the most usual way
of transmitting the disease
through the blowsd. It can also be
transmitted through biooed
transfusions where the blood
donor has the virus, The very pe-
curate sereening which is now car-
ried out on Bood for rransfusien
purpeses in this country has
virtually eliminated this source of
the disease.

A pregnant mother can transmit
the virus through her bloed 1o her
unbarn baby. The chances of the
baby developing and dying from
full klewn AN s considerable,
Malc homoscxvals are a high risk
group. Sexual partners of AIDS

atiemts  are  very  vulnerabie,
“aginal mterconrse in which the
virus is transmitted 10 the female
through serunal fluid accounts tor
many of the cases in women.

'I‘Ec virus can be transmitted
trom the female to the male but
this would appear to be the excep-
tion. When an individual is ex-
posed to the AIDS virus, threugh
blood or semen, antibodies ace for-
med, These can be jdentified by &
special blood test (n 2 mater of a
lew weeks, Patients with poesitive
tesls are considered as carriers of
the virus and can transmit the
virus of other individuals,

It is alsa known that there can
be a leagthy incubation period
Jive months 1o five years) that is
the interval Letween contracting
the virus and the onset of
symploms, An individual can have
AIDS without symptoms and yet
be able 1o pass on the virus w
<ameone else througit blowd or sex.

The
fatent
period

N the {atent perivd the patient
teels poertecily we L 1o o mauer o

1

llll'\'lﬂ'\lﬁ. il

i

I

diys or weeks sumie plandular

swelling mav oecur, This is often

limited wo the glands in the groin
or armpils but such swelling may
subside. In some patients the glan-
dular enlargement may be more
generalised. The clinical canditian
at this siape may tesemble glan
duatar fever, characterised by a
rist i the tenparature and a rash,
but in the majority o cases the
wfection is utaccompanicd by
SIENS Or symptoms.

Doctot

A pauent with AIDS may cone
to a doctor with vague symptoms
including liredness, weight loss,
joity Fnins, diarreea and some gen-
ceal debility, A form of preuniala
characterised by a persistant non-

roductive cough, shortness of
reath aad fever {5 almost certain
te prove fatal in the AIDS patient
whose defences are weakened be-
cause the inimune system s
renelered incapable of responding.

Other manifestations olp(lhc dis-
cuse prevemtion is of prime im-
portance. Limiting sexual activity
o & [partner you can completely
trust iy the sure way of avoiding
the infection, For those who find
this 10 be ditficult the correct use
afl a condan is advised.

One docs not have to be pro-
miscuous (6 contract the disease a
single sexual encounter is enough
Education especially of our young
papulation reganding the dangers
associated with casual sex #5 @
rust if the spread of AIDS must be
instilled inte every individual who
engages in casual sex,

Help

There 15 help available (or any -
one wha is worried and wishes o
have e or hee bload checked, A
panitive tosult showing that one
hats airt-badies 1o the AIDYS virus,
does et mean thut ane has or will
develop tull blown AL, Howeser
U does mean that ane is infectious

cretting advies and heip at this
stage may be vitad to the pauent.
The family docior ve g docwor will
e able to help but very alten this
Wothe last person the palem

ﬁl’é“"' !

wishes [0 see. A volunteer group
called CAIRDE P.O. Box 18%4
Dubiin 1 phone 710895 11 wm.
4 p.m. can be of greal assistance 1o
the worried patient, Strict con-
fidentiality is assured.

As far as one is aware at pres-
ent, the AIDS virus cannot be
transmitted through social con-
tacts such as kissing, or by giass.
crackery or cutlery.

There is no cure. Knowing how
o avoid AIDS (hrough educa-
tional means is the best method
available. it is up to every individ-
ual 10 equip him or hersell with
such information. Failure to do so
could lead 1o ragedy.

By The Doctor
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By AILEEN-O'MEARA

HEALTH inspectors in Dublin were
-.yosterday investigating an snonymous
_callitp RTE that oramges in certain
. stores in Dublin had been injected
~“withitblood. from an .Aids vietim.
¢7oBL ! the Department of Health
" emphasised that even if the call- was
“"trug, there was no danger to the pub-
wJigr arising  from  the ingestion of
blogd contaminated by the Aids virus.
Fhe Department said there was no
levidence that -Aids had been spread
. Dy-ingestion of blood in any of the
.-30,000° ‘cases documented by the
*World Health Organisation.

., ::Meanwhile, . the redesigned Aids
1, infermation campaign, drafted by the
* ‘Health Education Bureau, will be pre-
+4gnted: to the Department early next
weeky. ‘

:olAccording to a spokeswoman for
the.--Bureau, - the Department of

et
T

oY

Aids oranges’ harr

Health’s Aids information campaign
was returned o the HEB earlier this

‘month to put a greater emphasis on

the element of “drugs use” in the
spread of the deadly disease. The
redesigned information campaign will
he considered by
later this month.

The HEB's plans are for an adver-
tising campaign using the press, tele-
vision, radio and outdoor postering to
comymunicate the message to the pub-
lic ahout the spread and prevention
of the disease that has resulted in
;tjhuusands of dealths worldwide to
ate.

A spokesman for the Department of
Health had no comment to make on
the call made earlier this month by
the Dublin Diocesan task force on
Aids, for the Government to set. up

. an Aids '"hotline,” linked to an in-

formation centre

staffed by pro-
fessjonials.

the Government.

While the contents of the proposed
Government information campaign are
unknown, the Gay Health Action
group said yesterday that all the
political parties had stated their sup-
port for the Department of Health’s
Aids cafmpaign and committed their
parties to ensuring funds be made
avallable for an effective prevention
campaign. '

Mr. Mick Quinlan, of the Gay
Health Action group, said they had
recgived a reply In writing from all
the parties except Fianna Fail, and
that Fianna TFail said over the tele-
phone that they would support the
use of condoms as a preventative
measure, if their medical advisors
agreed it would be useful. Mr.
Haughey reiterated that view during
i youlth policy press conference dur-
ing the election campaign.

1less
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Experts
dismiss
AIDS
threat
after call

By Dr David Nowlni,
Mediesl Correspondent

HEALTTI [NSPECTORS In Dublln -
are luv:ullgullngI what is thought ta'
have hecd a hosx cufi lo RTE,
claiming bload from o ATDS’
victlm had heer injected into’
oranges in  dbree supermurket!
branches.

Experis ol the Depastment of:
Health and elsewhere dismissed the
possibllity of AIDS or other infec-;
tiotts being ransmitled by ealing
contaminated oranges, even if the
caller’s claim wes refiable.

The call was made to RTE by &
man with s frish accent but
belleved to have been calllog from

Britaln,

jie sold blood from & person
with AIDS had beent injected inta
oranges fn three named branches
of the supermarket chala, ‘[here s
no branch st ome of the Tocatiens

nemed — 8 fact which ndds
credence to the notlon that the call
was & hoax.

A statement from the Depact-
ment of Health Tast night sald that,
there was no dunger to healih-
arising from the ngestion of blood
contaminated with the AIDS virus.
“There is ne evidence that AIDS .
as been sprend by the Ingestion of
blood in eny of the 43, cASCS
docunented by the World Health!
Orgunlsaifon, The ealing of
oranges Injected with AIDS-
lufected blood would therefore not
pose @ risk 1o heakth.”!

Prolessor frene Hillery of the
Department of Medical
Micrablolgoy at UCLH was equally
Aismissive. In the first place, she
sald, no one would eal sn orange
"in whick they found blvod. And
even if theve were viret conlaminy-
tion, the virus would be fnrgely
inacllvated by the acidity of the
frul. So even IF the call was uot 2
heay, there s still no danger, Bul
{he Department sald last night that
“sfrom a general publle pratection
polat of view — apart from AIDS
. {he health inspectors in Dublin
have been Informed of the call and
are Investtgating the matter,”
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[AIDS Ilot a |

The Church of Ireland Gozee bas
rejected  descriplions of AIDS as a
“cundemnatory judgment of God” but
says thal & hos come as a “salulary
shock™ to a seciety used to sexosl
“abuse’,

‘[he Gazette says the Church liss not
rushed into making pronouncements on
the disease because of the drnger of
Lelng branded in the media as being as
“authoritarian  and repressive”  for
appearing compassionate,

The disease, the editorial says, has
terrifying ramifications and has erupted
so suddenly and challenges “so many of
scciety's sometimes faclle presupposi-
tions thal even yet we hardly begin to
know how convoluted its cffects will
be.

The cditorial says:
L “For ourselves,” we have to say that

J

we do.not necept eny theery about AIDS
which secks 1o interpret rt¥zc lisease o
the condemnatory }u gment of CGed npon
a4 gencration which

wrath by its morzl delinquencics, Thet is
aim%elh_cr fo casy, and it is altogether
theologically misiaken, implicit first in
the Old Testument, and explicit In the
New, is the teaching that God does not
unish  the  guiliess  with the  guilty.
ndividual responsibility is insgparabic
from individual salvation. The fact thut
there nre those, albeit & minority, who
have developed AIDS thraugh no feult of
their own, infants of infected parents, or
recipicnts of Infected blood transfosions,
forblds us 1o accept ny iden of AIDS
being some sorl of general punishment
by God of p wicked world.

“But if AIDS is net a punishment,
most cérfainly a warning aud a seminder

udgment

hus incurred his*

is-

abuul ' Christien asplrations ' of sexual

behaviour, and wbeut sowing and

reapling. R

“I we exercise our sexual capacities
unnaturally” or promiscuously, what hes
alwuys been morelly damaging can now
become  physically  disastrous, indecd
fatal. To that extent AIDS is only. a

- [urther, and more dire, developneni of

the Biblical truth that Individuslly we
reap what we sow,

“If we left morals out of it allogether,-
there  would stlll be overwhelming
reasons for chastily and fideiity on
medical grounds alone, even before
AIDS, and certainly since the ongel of
AIDS. The same applies where AIDS is
a new peril for those already endangering
|hemsr;5ves by misusing chemical sub-
slances which in themselves are morally
neutral, .

,says C of I

*If thesefore, AIDS da not an infliction
of divine punishment, we would yet he
very foolish, maybe even ungratefnl, not
le view it i8 a most salutary shock, of
which socicty may, well have been in
need, it creales um oppartunity to ook
apain al owr standargds of Behaviour and
our way of thinking. It galls us to re-
examine what sort of sogiety we wandt for
ourselves, and even .more imiperatively,
for cur children. Porhaps we have
ullowed in our pencration fhings 1o have
become nmcptﬂﬁlc which-we shoukd not
have uccepted. Perhaps an apparently
lzudable compassion I‘:’.r minoritics has
silenced more robust reaffirmations of -
majority opinion,- One -thing  any s
certain, and thal is fhat AIDS is not
§uing {0 go away, If, we are niotl going.lo

ie of its consequences then we are -
going 10 have lo live in awareness of -att |
its implications." | .

L4
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Firm seeks permission to
put AIDS drug on market

: : . US, only ome of 145 patients: recelving AZT dled,
11\31 dll)ﬂa‘l'idcli‘;-“:an’d nt compared with 16 of 157 patients recelving placeho,
edic orresponde . - The patients receiving the drug also showed clinicat
THE National Drugs Advisory Board has under- | signs of improvement, such ag & gain in welght,
taken to process ag quickly as possible an application But, by its nature, zidevudine is Hkely to cause

for imited distribution in Ireland of a new medlcine some serfous side-effects and could be damaginlg_ to
designed to combat the Acquired Immune Deficlency the centrdl nervous system or to the white bicod
Syndrome (AIDS), cells, The frequency “and -Severity of side-effects,
The application has been made by Wellconse, the however, would have to be set against the fact that
rultinational pharmaceutical company, which has  fll-blown AIDS, for which there Is currently no
also]npp!ied for limited éapproval of the drupg by cure, Is generally fatal, )
regulatory authoritles in ritain, the US and many | : P
other countries. In the US an expert committee of. eaﬁ:nﬁlmfhftw;:: _t;lrefitguggtlgrl‘{};;:l)‘; ;ﬂ{',;lmﬁ
the Food and Drugs Admiaistration has already Jlrlet'roviry had been rgeived'%m Wellcoll-::e While
exmoapmended that approval be given and this is "% She had not read the partfolio yet, she belleved that
expected formally from the FDA sometime . this pa o et ve
summer A il the drug was approved, the approval should bhe
R given quickly, She sald it was fikely that such
The drug in question was originally known as approval would be limited to the wse of the drug
azidothymidine, or AZT, but has since been glven only in certain specifled conditions and then under
the genetic name of zidovudine; and Wellcome's expert supervision, - g
trade name for it is Retrovir, Its primary action is It would be essential to ensure that the drug’s
to impede the eapacity of the Human Immunodefic-  gffpcts and  side-effects . were closely monitored
ieacy Virus (HIV — the cause of AIDS) to replicate because such efinical triali as had been conducted to
| itself. It does this by blocking the actlon of an date had run only. over short -periods.
| essential enzyme called reverse tramscriptase, A spokesman for Wellcome in London said that
" Early trinls of AZT (a5 it was then called) zidovudine was diffienlt to manufacture but that his
© indicated that it could reduce the death rate among company hoped to have sufficient supplies for all
patients with AIDS, In one eight-month trial tn the known AIDS patients by the middle of May.

|

It
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_g stocks—especlally those com- cheap tavernas you. cait stlll
.. panits =~ working on Alds . buy: five Crete villag-for:t
cires.. If fis the perfect ﬁnal',"- ' 1
" solution. . ‘
- We. are ail terrlﬁed of, Alds,
- wesalk: suffer ‘a_shorfage:; of

: r1ch

. The rest is. obvious; The":.
. North Wést -Thames - Area,.j

SATURDAY
N .TEBK

; PSST:
".super-inflated semi in Hamp-

stead, buy a. cheap villa “in
- sunny: ‘Greeee; . and: -put. the

ulk-of. your winriings into a

: spread of pharmaceutlcal

W Want the hottest
‘mvestment advice? Sell your

"Health, - Aunthority. -has- ‘the™
highest “ingidence. of Aids in: -

the UK. The epicenire of this

" digtriet -ig “Hampstead, where

- ludierous . house’ prices - and

gence to’ Walton, Smith 4an
Adkins analysts ‘at.. stoc
broker. 1.~ Messeél~ &. - Co.
Stockbrokers . generally have
bAegn havmg a_ﬁeld ay w1th

uncoventional 11festyles are e

legendary

VTt stands to reason; that?_- M

when the ‘Aids ep1demlc real-

Iy gets going no-one-is going
to want to.live remotely near

the plague:. ;Wine'bars will be .

deserted, trendy:- co-educa-

‘tiohal prwate schools will
. empty -and  house prices..in .
Hampstead ‘mast - surely

collapse

“Greece has got tc be a good :

bet.’ In spite of the -efernal

_sun,” beautiful beaches and

Q nd;’ when it comes.:
soAy House
_celect ‘commiftee -was ~ told:

gach’ Aids- yictim - in Britain

; with "AZT. .This is, ‘the al'i;ﬂ
y

-yiral ‘drug owned
Wellcome ‘which _is- in ‘ad-

oIme

ood: and
‘dmmlstratlon

- four-fold - largely. on proﬁt
_ prolectlons for AZT.

Perhaps, at £10 000 per pa-_

of Commons '

; week that it is-likely to-
§t:£10,000 a year to tréat -

ficed: clinical ‘trials. and. is .
xpected within weeks to be-*
-the. first .. Aids. drug ..
'proved “for- sale. by the US = finally: woken up o ‘this -and

Drug B

oW dld Wellcome arnve'
" such ‘a price 7 When §till -
iholly owned by a ‘charitable.:
Y. trust; "'Wellcome:had an envi-
-dble "reputation - for putting :

;e_ssanly mean escape

tr.ent Wellcorne w111 make a

killing; . without - facing: the~

accusation of; havmg profi-

~teered out of misery, hysteria .

and death. But just as likely,

-it “will be, ‘accised -'of “profi-

teering while making scant
return on the'£20° million it

. has already coinrnitted fo. the

‘drug’s development .
Our friends in the ‘stock:
broking . commiunity: = have

aré now. advising their cli-
ents to-sell Wellcome shares.

“A%T . is no cure for. Ajds. It

can slow’ down - theability of

. the viris to replicate; -but it
less .

18 - very . toxic. Better,.
toxic drugs- dre;.certain to’

edicine ahead of the  mar- - follow even .if none of them

i
* ket~ place: It developed: vac: .
gineg  for. Third: - World, "™
“diseases: when no-one else
ared.  But- Wellcoine s a-
“ gommercial animal now and.
its shares, since its- flotation -
"d year ago, have tisen nearly.

‘become-a cure. In crude fi-
‘nancidal terms, :therefore,
‘Wellcome only had a brief
“moment -in - the market to
make  its wind{all before a
better ‘alernative comes
along.

The stockbrokers would
love just ‘such a protracted
scenario of new, slightly bet-
ter A1ds drugs tumbhng out

“other pegple;

—-culators ..

these people ¢ Ty pocket (
“id =theé. breast
pocket. of: thelr hand ‘tatlored -
-shirts, - . Fancy - *Aids -
. —as Messel descmhes
1t 2 I you-do.

.brokers will’ pladly send: you'
reams  of -advice ,comparing
_the pnce/earmngs ratios: of
all Ithe compames from

. off the Aids virus completely ¢ -
in a short course of treat ’

from Hampstead

mto the market place, Think -
f roﬁts

of all the ‘“CAids plays™ they

-could make while victims go. :
on' dying. Think of all the..

‘maney - you gould ‘make (sit-

“ting “on ‘your sunmy: Greek

i-veranda) if; taking their dd-

vice, you get in and out of -

the correct - stocks at the
rlght tirhe.” - .

PDon't count your drachmas
too quickly, however. Experi:

ence has shown that; the .
drug companies: make much

more money’ dedling with dis-

“eases than by curing them.- .
‘come

Today s big profits.
from'tablets taken: for life
which ~ comtrol ~ulcers - and
heart disease becausé no
“cures are available.”

~Despite the best. effort of -
fesearchers a .genuine cure .

for- people already stricken
with Aids  'still seems a
-rémote prospect, : :

Anti-viral drugs: are in
their infancy and Alds is a
partlcularly crafty virus. But
‘A genuine cure, -which killed

i V- lea
“cases: reported
; O

-tifud,
i smgle jab, protect: evaryone T

- measles

nise (

‘then:they.- and' ‘wi
half .- a - dozery ~other -stock- - ti

ment would yleld far 1688 -
than - drugs given
chromcally to: keep the virus

at bay. - ..._l
“The stockbrokets now: hyp-

mg up every drug company-

in sight are  also - forgetting - -

another. real possiblity. -~ a- °

vaccine, safe cheap and plen— |
that would,” with.-a

from . ever contracting the
disease. Tests with -an Aids
vaccine have begun in Zaire.

' These days. the drug coin-

panies hédve to be bullied into. .
making - 'vaccines . for polio,
and whooping .-
cough. - They can't---make
much money and they .fedr

© liability.-suits .from. adverse. |

reactions, 'An annauncement
of an’ Alds vaccine discovery

‘would immniediately -end the .

killings heing made. in drug

- ghares on.the stock market,

No victims, no paper: proﬁts '
Hopefully; it -will end the’ real

. killings soon too

James Erlichman

I

-
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IDS KILLS
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EXCLUSIVE

by STEVE McKENLAY
and JONATHAN ASHBY

POP star Elton John
was devastated last
night after a close
friend died of Aids,

The multl-millionaire singer
paid for 31-year-old Neil Cur
ter to be flown across the
Atlantic to top specialists in
New York in the hope of say-
ing his life.

Al first treatment with an
experlmental drug scemed to he
worling, .

But Neil, who argunised o hugely
suceesstul world towy for Elton, dled
after suffering a relapse.

Blon, who is recovering from major
throat surgery in Australa, was lasr
night said to be stienned Iy the news.

A spokesman for s Recket record
chmpany said: “Cbviously ktion gets
close 1o all the veuple Jnvalved im g
\vn:iki tour, He is very sad {hat Nelfl hos
tind," .

Message

Tilton nsd his manager John Reld seht
a4 messige of sympnthy 10 the Curter
family, wha pakd Ter the lreatmaent,

Nell, who worked for Rocket fur Suyes
ratb yours untll 1982, discovered last year
that hie hnd the kliler disease. When
Eltan was (old, he fmmadiately offored
@ fiy him from Londan 1o experts al §t
Vineont's Iospital in Manhatian, e
spent several manths heing treated with
tie AZI drug, which cun help arrest the
development of the disenye,

A e friend of the Cartor Tamily
Neil's death came as a shock,

lier this week he complined of hay-
ng difficulty breathing, and a fow hauys
later he was dead,”

Ellen whl uot be a1 Maj)'s funeral in
nesl Thursday. He is not que
I Britain until nest monrh,

M Children get Alds: Papge 2

S
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3 children
get Aids

1n blood
blunder

THREE young children have
contracted the Aids virus |
from imported klood |
plasma, .

The youngsters — all hae-
mophiliacs — were infected
by the US bhlood product Fac-
tor 8, which experts had
thought was safe. )

But last night the Depart-
ment of Health announced |
thai Armour Pharmaceuti-
cal, an American-based
firm, had withdrawn the
product from the market,

. The gchildren, who have
not heen named, are now
being treated as outpatients
at the Birmingham chil-
drens' hospital,

Dr Fereydoun Ala, direc-
tor of West Midlands Re-
gional Blood Transfusion
Service said: “They have not
developed full Aids yet, but
have acquired the infection,

“Armour used an inade-
quate sterilisation tech-
nique, Everyone has now |
switched to other products
treated more siringently.”

A Department of Health
spokesman said there is no
evidence that Factor 8 pro-
duced by other manufactur-
ers is unsafe.
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New strai

Aids cannot be
detected by
blood bank tests

by GERRY BYRNE

A NEW strain of Aids
cannot be detected by the
test used by the Biood
Transfusion Service Board
ta screen Irish blood
donations. The new strain
has been detected in France
and as yet, has not been seen
in Ireland.

The test used by the Blood
Transfusion Service Board
tc detect Aids in blood
donations cannot be relied
upon (o detect a new strain
of the killer virus, French
scientists have concluded.

The Wellcome Labora-
tories Aids diagnostic kit
favoured by the National
Blood Transfusion Service
Board failed to detect the
new strain of Aids — code-
named HTLV-4-in 15 out of
26 tests during recent trials
in France. This represents a
success rate of only 42%.
Other drug company tests
succeeded in between 75%
and 96% of cases.

The Wellcome test alsc
failed in almost 10% of cases
to deteci West African
strains of the more common
HTLV-3 Aids virus,
doubie the failure rate of kits
manufactured by Abbot,
Organon and the Pasteur
Institute itself. West African

Aids is reported to be
spreading rapidly in France
which has a high immigrant
population from the region.
Epidemotogists say it is only
a matter of time before it
begins to surface in other
European countries.

However all tests,
including Wellcome's, had a
100% success rate in
detecting ‘traditional’
strains of the HTLV-3 virus
in the French trials
conducted by the same
Institute which first isolated
the Aids virus in 1983.

Commenting on the
failure rate in testing the new
Aids virus, the director of
the National Blood
Transfusions Service Board
Dr Terry Walsh said: “We
usually find the Wellcome
test more effective at testing
HTLV-3 than the other
tests. There could be
problems with different
batches which might be less
effective.”

An altered Wellcome test
to broaden the spectrum of
viruses detecied to include
the HTLV-4 strain might be
the answer, Dr Walsh
added. But the Aids expert
at the London School of
Hygiene, Dr Ariel Zucker-
man says that blood centres
will need a separate test
specifically for HTLV-4,

The Blood Transfusion |

Service Board is also,
reviewing the possibility of
introducing two other tests,’
one to pick up early cases of-
Aids not detectable by other
means and the other to

detect a virus that can cause {

a fatal form of leukaemia.
According to Professor
Ariel Zuckerman, 25% of
donors in Japan have been
infected with the HTLV-I
virus which causes a
leukaemia of the blood cells

known as T-Celt carcinoma. {
This virus was once thought }

to be responsible for Aids,

but attention shifted away ‘

from it when the real Aids
culprit, HTLV-3, was
discovered. It is now turning
up inincreasing quantities in
the USA while an Italian
study has found asignificant
cluster of infections among
intravenous drug abusers in
Rome.

Little is known about the
development of the disease
caused bythe HTLV-1 virus.
The condition can be fatal
unless treated by chemo-
therapy and radiation with
often distressing side-effects.

“HTLV-! is a problem
possibility,” said Dr Walsh.
“T-cell levkaemia is one of
the few (umours to be
positively linked to a virus
infection.”

And in London Professor
Zuckerman said British
medical virologists will
shortly reach a decision on
whether or not to re-

" commend that all blood

centres start testing for
HTLV-1.
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 ALDS deaths

Twenly-two people died from
AIDS in the United Kingdom
in Tebruary gecording to the
Dept.” of Health  figoges
released today.
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gl SOME things are not
B pieasant 10 talk about,
B S we shove them off
fic the back of our
M mrinds, It has always
[ b:en the same,

Years ago It was saig
there was no drugs prob-
Rle:n in iroland. But then a
frecord company once
lumed down the Bealles
taol How wrong can you
be?

Thesg days it's AIDS no-
budy wants to mention.

Unfortunately AIDS is a
problery and a growing
one,
This. s notan apology lor
those who suffer from
[ A DS, Morlisita condemna-
tivnothose who are fearfyl
ol warking with those who
B stter. IUs the same the
JR wrld :ver.
B Aecently in New York

buth 15 "Mayor and the
ll Catholic Arghbishop
wanted 1o set up hospitais
far AIDS sufferers but both
J wore frustrated from doing
St because of objeclions
from nearby residents,
Eventually Mother
Turgsa of Calcutta sat upa
BR hospice which will care for
ths lasl days of thgse who
W die from AJDS.
Soletslook al itsensibly.
R Terminally il paople
B should be lookeg affer. But

ITOEN

AIDS suflerers find theip-
selves with an Illness
shrauded in secrecy, fear,
ignorance and prejudice.

They often die alone with
lew caring. There are few
welcoming places for an
AlDS sulierer,

The “civilised” world Is
afraid to care for them. And
because of their &nger, the
aying themselves cannol
be opan to those who iry ta
help,

AlDS sutterers today are
like lepers of Ihe ancient
word. In Biblica] limes,
lepers were culcasts. Their
disease was one which
couldn't be cured, They
were  desplsed because
close contact with Ihem
meant you could gei the
disease loo, And worst of al!
Ihe plous people of the time
said! thal Iheir suffering was
apunishment from God, far
their slns.

Cared

Jesus cured and gared ©

for Ihe fepars; even though
they didn't think it warth
their while to say thanks,
They were not greal be-
liavers in Jasus, But Yesus
helped them anyway,

AlDS is the modern day
leprosy,

Across the world they
have been evicled from
their flats, sacked from their

Jobs, denied service in res-
taurants, hospltals and
pisons, They ase shunnpd

by their neighbours and for- .

mer friends.

Harsh

Because a grem majority
ol AIDS sullerers are homao-
sexual men, they get a
harshy judgement,  And
some paople who have a
Talse concept of God say il
is a punishment for their
sins,

When will we ever stop
making God as small, as
biftar and narrowminded as
olirselves?

Because there Is so litlle
known about AIGS, il s
undersiandable If peaple
are afraid 10 help,

1t was the same with can-
cer at the beginning of 1he
century, Cancer suflerers
were lurned from  thelr
homes, isolated and aban-
doned,

People were afraid 1o
touch or care for them. ig-
norance made it a terrible
disease to hava, Nowadays
we are learning mare ebout
cancer. And even though

there s no known cure lora
greal many cancers, sui-
lerers are 1reated will love,
tenderness ang superb
medical attention.

Koawledge has cleared
tha way.

We owe lhe same lo
AlDS sulferers, We musl
educate ourselves for the
sake ol helng good
Christians.

So what do we know
about AIDS?

Very little tor certaln, But
we do know some things
with reasonable certainty,

We know that AIDS Is a
disease wiich weakens lhe
body's naiural abllity o
fight lliness. It can lead to
death in many cases.

We know that most
people are not at risk from
AIDS, It occurs most fre-
Gquenlly among homo-

sexval and bisexual men,
And among bolh men and
women  drug users —
mainly of Infection from
needies.

Sumelimes paopla who
get blood are infected by
the blood and sometimes
children  whose  parents
have AIDS have had ji
passed on to them,

e
Research
—sesrarch

And we know from re-
search al present that AIDS
cannot be passed on
through casual contac like
handshakes, eatlng ulen-
slis, toilet seats, coughing
or sneezing.

Itis transmitied by sexual
contact, shared needies
and blood inocuiations.

Whal is knewn about the
lllness changes dally. But

thal's the information ot
present.

AS lar as [ know thare has
not been a case of someone
giving medical aidonly wha
contracted the dlsease
from Ihe patient.

And yet our fear of the
disease has bacome hyster-
cal. And in some cases
dying people don't gel the
care they should.

In America they have
dore a study of foster
lamilles who took in AIDS
sullering children for over a
year. And dasplte the close
coact o living in 1he same
family home, there was no
passing on of the diseuse.

Thase are the iacts a
présant.

Lel me say agaln thal |
understand ‘tolally those
who are afrald of getting the
disease. No rlsks should be
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taken. Bul neither should
there be any neglecl of
AIDS sufferprs.

Noextra palnor rejection
should make a painful
death even mora painfiy,

Nor should we judge
AIDS sulferess harshly, O
course Mlicit sex and drug
abuss are wrong, But there
is a sokid principle which
says that we may hate the
sin but never hate the
sinner,

Jesus didn't hate sinners.
He got into a ot of trouble
because of thal attitude of
compasslon,

I's a good basic test of
our Ghristianity too,

Gel 1id ol the hystera,
take away lhe fear, show
compassion o suflering
everywhene,

Thal's the battom line.

5 e
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An unofficial garda estimate puts the figure nething else for us.”
of carrlers al between 28 and 30 per cent. This paricular lady nas
A senlor garda cfficer ﬁm? antibodies and is a
conlirmed lo SUNDAY orcin addict,

WORLD lerday: Hor arms are pock-
“They're theyﬁ|;hfe;| ?gk AIDS was rampanl among martkad v‘vuh years of
grou in the country.” Dablin's ladies of 1he  ‘mainlining' the lethal drug

: . he is also vary heauliiul
On Friday, | interviewed  Might. She is Y :
5 well—knyown Dublin s all ever the Ldng  even il she looks about ‘I've buen trough i 'm state of mind, she said; "'m that's Ihe way it is ...
prosiitute place but wa still have o eighl years older han she  pooked.” she told me heio and 'm here to stay: .« there really is no way
She suid she belevoy  Mke a living, there's  is. ~ Ort ner addiclion and  you may no! like thal, bl out.”

thal the result of the garda
Survey — carried out by a
plainclolhes team — ware
accurate.

The escalation of the.
kliler virus amaong tha city's
hookers 15 being broughi
about by the Increasng.
numbers of young giils
bsing lured onle the sireets
at night,

Thia s happening.
because ol their depend-:
angy on the deadly drug,
heraln — ke use of which.
clten spreads A|DS:
through the use ol “dirty™:
of Infecled syringes, :

In this country, AICS Is
Spraading mainly through,
the use of drugs, although
in most counliies It &
sexually-lransmitled  dig-’
aase, )

According to  senior
garda solrces, the young
hookers prasent a partic-
dlarly high risk to their
clionts.

“The accepted mathod
of preventing the spreaa of
AIDS  tbrough soxually
active people i3 through
the use of condoms.” said
ona sourca.

“But these young glis,
are 8@ nalve and hungry for
mongy lo leed thelr habli
that many ol them are nol
laking any precauticns at
ail.

V»"ﬂ."lflg, No.49 February 2

Va1

Danger

"That's okay for Lhem
becauze many of tham
have the AIDS anlibodies
or lull-blown AIDS already.

“But can you imaging
the danger thair clients ame
being subfocted 107"

Mest of the girls operata
from Oublin's canal zones
and, ol course, from the
well-gstablished stomping
ground - of  Fllzwilllam
Square.

Bacause ol where they
ply their Irada and the rates
they charge. thair cliants
are malnly from the middle
and professional ¢lasses.

Said one aource:
“Dectors,” lawygrs, polli-
Iclans and prieats wvho
fenerally use these girs
ara lierally filting  wit
death. !

"Thelr wives or
girlfriends may think (hat
AIDS [s going to be a
working-cfass scourge —
well-remaved  from  thelr
cushy lllestvies,

“But they're wrong: it
won't be iong before AIDS
is going to be & lealuro of
middie and upper class life
in lreiand — tharks lo the
man 'working lale al the
ofica,™
. The prostitlule  with
whem | spoke was
reluctanl to confirm the.
findings of the garda;
survay. ‘

“Do you want us ali to be;
put out of businass,” shei
asked |
But the blonde, 29-year- .
ofd, later admitlad that -

Up fo a third carrying} ~
virus—garda survey

AIDS is spreading like wildfire m ,
prostitute community, TOPAGI?TEO_QHQ Dublin’s
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ICN DrugIs Focus |
Of 2 Probes on Claims
Of Possible Side Effects

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

NEW YORK - A U.8. congressional com-
mittee and the Food and Drug Administra--
tion are conducting separate investigations
into allegations of a failure to report serious
side effects in some infants from use of
Virazole, a drug marketed by ICN Pharma-
ceuticals Inc.

In a Feb. ¢ letter to the FDA, Rep. John |
Dingelt said the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, which he chairs, “has |
recently received allegations concerning
the failure to rveport adverse reactions
found"” in the drug's use to the FDA. The
letter asked the agency to provide docu-
ments concerning the drug to the commit-
tee’s oversight and investigations subcom-
mittee by last Friday.

An FDA spokesman said the agency s
conducting its own Inquiry into similar |
allegations and is providing House Investi-
gators with mforma,tion the panel is re-
questing,.
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Skin
graft
caused
Aids

TIE Alds virus has been
passed through a skin
graft, Britain’s Depart-
ment of Health confirmed
today.

A spokesman saids “To
our knowledge this is the
only such case in the
world”.

Confirmation followed

'a report billed ass an €
;‘. clusive on the front page

"of the new London Daily
News., The report said ’
the victim came [rom the :
Isle of Sheppeys Kent, |
and underwent the oper-!
ation at Queen Mary’s
Roehampton, after being
seriously turned on the
face and hands in an ac-
cident at his home.

According to the
report, the skin had been
tested  for Aids, but
doctors operated . before
receiving the results
because the procedure
took so long.

A . spokesman at
Roehampton  said today
the unit had stopped
using donor grafts follow-
ing the incident. He said
that the process of
sereening bleod for Alds
from  potential  donots
had alse been speeded
up.

“The donor wag not a
drug addict and not Ina
high risk group”, the
spokesman said. “As @
result of this case we
have had to re think our
procedures. Other bYurns
woits - in  Britain have |
been notifled”, .

i
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AIDS test

for US visa

applicants?

- By .Christine Newman
TESTING for AIDS couid become a requirement
for lrish people wanting a visa to the United
States in future, it was revealed today.

The head of the Consular
Services at the U.S. Embassy
in Dublin, Ms. Joan Smith,
said that although they were
not testing for AIDS at the
present time, eventually it
could become a requirement
for obtaining a visa to the
United States.

She confirmed that sexual
deviation, which includes
homosexuality, was always an
excluding factor to obtaining a
visa, as was drug addition, a
criminal record, mental defi-
I ciency or alcoholism. .

Ms. Smith said the new
3,112 non-preference . visas
were only giving the person a
right to apply and did not
necessarily mean that  they
would automatically gain entry
to the UJ.8.

It only gave them the right
to start pgoing through the
application process.
| She appealed te those who
I had written to Washington not
to phone the Embassy. They
would be infermed before Sep-
tember 1987 and stressed that
they had to apply for their

' visa immediately they heard ||

from the Embassy.

The Embassy here has al

facility to issue 20,000 immi-
grant visas annually. However,
last year only 860 were grant-

quota for this category.

ed. This was bhecause people
did net have the qualifications
required for each caiegory.

Ms., Smith had called the
press conference to ask people
to write to the Embassy for
their holiday visas to avoid
queueing outside the Embassy
building in Ballsbridge,

There were also two new
telephone numbers for general
visa  enquiries 688549 for

immigration visas and 608922 |

for holiday visas.

People writing in for holi- |

day visas would have their

applications processed within
48 hours but should apply as
soon as possible before their |
hotidays. Last  year, the j
Embassy processed 60,000 holi- '
day visas and there was no

=
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Aids wilg

manjously and more frequently acrogs
infernationa] and  political {rontiers
an alimagt any cther Broup. With
Ids, an even Breator degrag of conp-
eration thap usual will be necessary,
Each country will neeq to make itg
bLest vimloglsts, epldemiologists and
ather medieg experts availahle,
together with the necessary funds,

mittee on Ajdg. Compared with the
hundreds of millions being set aside in
countrieg. such g the US, thig s
chicken feeq, .

Even so, the cabinet commiites
seems tg be dithering ahoyt thaking
the cash aviilable, though the Medica]
Research Council iy confident thay 3
wil} eventually say Yeg,

he government shoyiq dither no
longer, Alds will not be slowed down
by the dilatory Processes of civi) sety-

ice hureaucracy. Don't let us die of

ction: give the Madiga) Researeh

" Counrdl the fupgs B wants, and dn it
now.

Text sor Today

Alf The clock §s alivays siow: i s later thap
You hink, Roler, W Service
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THE scourge of Alds threatens the lves of
tena of thousands In the next few years. But
It poses unother threat.

This disease for which there s no known
cure Is causing panic,

A growing number of volces can be heard
calling for drastic measures to Identlfy and
isolate not only those who have Alds, but
those who are most at risk from .

Some ideas aro EBenulnely designed to
help. Given enormous respurces, they could
prave immensely valuabie. .

But other schemes are terrifying in thelr

As the_ Scoﬁrg_e spreads, the

TODAY, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1987

consequences. Every adult in Britain coutd
be forced to undergo an Alds tost. Every year.

Thousands could be shut away in Isofation
camps: Imprisoned behind barbed wire, and
Buarded day and night for the erime of belng

l. '

. Others wouid be hunted by special police
forces —sometimes  Just because they
cauld not prove they were free of the virus.

fig Brother would finally have arrived,
bringing . to Brltain a new-style Final
Solution.

Could this be our grim and chilling future?

The life-or-death hunt
for a hidden killer

ANY of the demands for action cen-

tre on testing for the Aids virus, But

whalt does this involve? You cannot

test someone for the Aids virus. But
you can test for the presence of the antiho.
dies — the body’s disease fighters —to the
virus,

How do you dv (his? By taking o smal] bleed
sample and analysing it.

I you have the antibodies, does that mean you
have Alds? No, it means you have a chance,
currently estimuted at one in three, of develop-
ing the discase.

What does il cost? Dr John Green, of 8t Mary's

Tospilal, London, estimndes (hat a persen walk-
Lng in off the streel for a fest, which turng out lo
Lo negalive, will cosl the NHS avound 280, Bui i
the tost shows up postive, a sovond test is
carried owl, and If thal is positive a third, more
complicated, check is used betore ihe rosult is
glven,

towever, the cost of counselling, both before
and aftor the test, is hard to estimate, If you are
told you have the Alds virus, the effeel is like
walting for a death sentence to be pronounced.
The psychological dumage can Le enocrmous.
Professional in-depth aupport for patienis end
thedr lovers is a vital parl of Lthe tosting process,

Cne proposal for checking the spread of Aids
la Blind Teeting. This involvas blood samples
taken for some other reason and Lested for Alds
antibodies at the same
time.

Dogtors wauld not
know wlhiose blood if wus
and patients would not
{mow the resulls. Panic
would therefore be kept

The money needed
i $0 desperately

EVERYONE agtees that the fight against
Alds needs huge amounts of maoney. So far
the government has earmarked around £50
milllon.

But the biggest need Is for cash 1o find a
cura and Innoculation againet the virys,
And the British government has only spant
£2 milllon on research.

@ In the United States, the resaarch
budget fs $200 million a year.

® Last weak the British Madical Assocla-
tion told MPe that £56 mlition a year would
be needod for treatment alone by 1989,
And the Royal College of Nurslng has
warned that hundreds of extra nurses will
be neadad.

2 Do we bave the money? Yes, when the
Bovernment wants te find it. It spent more
than £184 milllon selling off British Gas,
British Tolecom and British Alrways,

—

The awful price

e . We may all pay

poversie