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Aids toll ‘tells

immoral tale’

The killer disease Alds is the result of sexual
promiscuity that has refused to take seriously the
link between actions and conseguences, the Church
of Ireland House of Bishops has aaid. )

The statement said that some people will not accept the
Christian emphasis on faithfulness and fidelity within
marriage and abstinence outside it.

“Phis places on Governments an ohligation to do
everything possible to make people aware of the dangers of
Alds and to provide advice as to how it may be contained,”
the Bishops said. :

“It is casential that society faces up to the moral issues of
this current sjtustion. Only a re-awakening to the value of
self-discipline, restraint, fidelity and awareness of the
consequences of a failure to abide by such principles will
disaster be averted.” :

The Bishops said few could doubt the potential of the
condition to bring widespread misery and loss of life on a
world scale.

Northern Irefand continues te be free of Aids cases this
year, but there has been an increase of one to 31 in the last
menth of the number of people dingnosed as carriers,

About half the cases involving carriers are within the
homosexttal community, but experts say none of the
transmission had been within Northern Ircland.

Last year the Province recorded four cases of full Aids,
again contracted outside Northen Ireland. Two patients
returned to Bngland and two died.

Statistics released in Kire last month showed nine deaths
and 16 confirmed cases of Aids out of a population of about
3,500,000. It was also disclosed that more than 350 people
in the Republic were known to have contracted Aids-
related viruses
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DEATH TOLL AROUND THE REGIONS .

-+ BUT HOPE FOR SOME

Daily Maii, Monday, M.

Where
the virus
has hit
hardest

LONDON fares worst
& new region-by-
reglon AIDS survey.

The fgur Thames regions
a1 East  Angiie  have
Urated 572 cuses — neacly
& per eent of the total

But the concentrauon of
es moand pround Lon-
am might turn oul te be 1
U & pRLICHLS" best interests.,

The MNgures contamm a
bt that e medical ex-
f:rmnce Eained is helping
7 keep  patients alive
EIBNUY loager. OF the b72
L itients  trea in  the
£outh-Basy, 268 or 47 per
¢ nt. haave died s0 far. Thay,
¢impares with the natlgral
I gure of 32 per cent.

The siurvey. hy the Press
4 55001200 shows that in
t1e South, Brighton 15 ohe
¢/ the worst hit areqs,
Tatest local health anthor-
Ly lwares  showed the
ceith il sanding at 5
ind g further six patienls
vith the disease,

regional health

Wessex
&uthority,
fhire, the lsle of Wight and
jurts of Dorset and Wilt-
fhire, says tliere have been
-6 cuses with 11 deaths,

In the South west gener-
tlly there have been (en
1#S95 - BN increase of gne
1wr lust month's figures,
wht of those died

Warned

Tweive people have died
-1 far in the West Mid-
nnds. with 15 other known
-ufferers and gbout

250
vith live reaction to
mLibcgicg
In this month's AIDS
rague taale of 17 healely
withonties published by the
JHES, Northern  pome
ourth behind North West
Chames. North Egst
thames and Souty  East
Thameg
Latest official  figures
dow nre of the 11 Inown
AClmMS in Wales have died.
A Commons  comiittee
Aas wamed recently that
fdinburgh - dubbed the
ALIDS capitnd of Europe —~
& fueing an epidenic of
massive pr::;mruons with
100 pecple dead or dying
irom the disesse in the next
Fear,

the end of
Fevruary showed 16 cases
2l Lhe full-blown disease in
Scotland with 11 deaths,

Figures a1

the wajerity  homosexual
men,
Noribern Ireland  con-

tnues to ke free of eases

covering Hamp- .

We’ll adopt an AIDS |
baby say 16 couples

medical information ang advite by a

Dy JAMES GRVLLS
CHILDREN born with
the AIDS  virus are
being given & chance in
life 'hy brave couples
brepared to adopt them,
There is as much as u 50 per
cent chance the youngsters
could develop the full-blown
disease and die — and the new
parents face an agonising walt
of three to flve years to see it
this hapgens,

The programme to ada L an
AIDS child s being run the
souial work departmeny in Tayside,
Scotland,

One baby hoy has been legally
adopted already, a t-maiith-pld gir) s
with a foster family which fs in the
process of adopling her and g thirg
family s wlllng to take in the next
baby “borni in the region who Is a
carrier,

that one

THE star of
about a buainessman who catches AIDS ..
admitted last niy
the killer discase,
The Television Show that he had
the test which was negative, partly
cen go back eight
He added: °I think of
cight years and I think that,
this country,

ITV's Intimate Contact series —

night that he has taken a tast for
Daniel Massoy feft) said on
underyone
because i
years,

my life for the last
like n lot of us in

one neads to be sura perhaps

hasn't gat it

Mo fewer than 16 families respotided
o an  advert placed in . loeal
aewsprper by Tayside counci) seeking
voluniears for the programne. Mr
Davld Middleton, assistant director of
the scelal work department, said: “we
believe tlere s uo such thing as &
by thet is not adoplable — wiid that
ueludes chiidren with Lhe ALGS virys,

‘It I quite clear Lo everyone that
fwnilies who adopt these babies will
have 1o face the difficult and hearb-
brezking yeality Lhal same of e
thildven will die of the disease,

‘But every child deserves 4 chance.

carrier. When It Lecame known they
decided they wanteg tg keep liim.

Mr Middieton added: 'The case of
the l4-month-cld girt Is slightly differ-
ent beeause we did not know of her
condition. R

"I'he prognisis for the boy is that he
varrics & 60 per eent, risk ol develop-
ing the mull-biown disense and o tog,
The famlly who adapted him have
Been fully informed and given detafled

consultant. They will be
help and assistancs,

Tayside regton has 148 known aduit

carrigrs and’ five
found Ly have the

chilthrer
virus,

fsolated

Al AIDS
‘The risk 1o

€lse sulfering.
to bload.

“The virus has absp heen

sallva but 3t is esthnated that it would
im:ﬁt:d into

nieed one and & half litres
Yol 1o infect you with e

*Because of there

Lonmiultant said fase night:
anyane coming Into
contact with these kabies, or anyone
Is significan) oxposure

Fas
arch 16, 1987 |

given every

bave been

isolated in

¥
would be

this
hothing to stop the parents kissing or
by ~but

cuddilng the  haby

to reassure

Eeonle = andl perticularly é)umnks who
ave adopied these children - we

would suggest tiey wear rubber
the child's body flaids,

dealing with

when

We o not know for sertaln it blooa

eould contamni
infect a se
into contact w

nate urine
tive person
dth it

and, in turn,

who cante
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condoms

By RAY MANAGH

ONLY a third of more tha
country doctor’s practice used
oppogcd to other methods of

Qut of a total of 107,

n 100 women surveved in a

patural family planning as

contraception.

‘ : ordy 37 used this methed.
Twenty four women used natural family planning and !

the condom and 23 opted for the contraceptive rill,

The survey, carried ou‘t!

by Dr Harry O'Meara and

his wife, general practi--
fioners in Bree, Ennis-
corthy, Co. Wexford, re-

vealed what of those sut-
veyed only 1 3used the
condem only. Ouly four
favoured the inira-uterine
device; three used ithe
diaphragm and three had

wad themselves or their.

husbandg sterilised.

Themaesulismotfuatheasur-,
mef’ﬂ‘i‘cfﬂwﬂﬂmh& agen
Mtﬁw&nd‘ylﬁllg Bwﬂﬁﬂi re-

wl@dwm'mwrﬁ@w#@da-
cHIRL CaT

Dr. O'Meara says fhat
in the 1970s the pill was
liberally prescribed, TUDs
were fitted and NEP was

encoutaged. After a fow’

years, patient dissa:isfac-
Bon, especially with 1UDs
and with growing ethical
ecological and medtical
anxieties about the pill, it
ceased to be prescribed
from 1981,

Thig allowed other
methods to drop i pop-

wlavity, in particular nat-

ural family planning and
condom use,

Dr. O'Meara says De
would like to sec A growth
in the numbers learning a
full NFP method. in the
short temm this hinged
on more young couples
learning NFP and breast
feeding their infants as
both were connected. It
was difficult to persaade
patients to use a diaph-
ragm.

5 b
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Aids an(i .
condoms

DEANERY MEETINGS in the
Bublin Diocese this week were
addressed by doctors on the
subject of Aids. The doctor
who spoke at the meeting I
attended showed enormous

learning on this frightening’

subject. He confined . himself
to the medical aspect. There
is also, among others, the
- spiritual-moral aspect.
“Do not be afraid of those
who kill the body but can-
not kill the soul; fear him
rather who can destroy both
soul and body in hell". (Mt
10; 28).

Loutd . Yel ca%. *as Sh0,.

ouldn’'t it be foolish and
dangerous, even from that lim-
ited point of view, to give any
kind of recommendation for
the use of condoms?

The moral/spiritual failure -

rate is, of course, 100%.
Wouldn't our Government be
best serving the total welfare
of our pecple by saying (in
addition to other things):
"Forget about condoms; stick
to fidelity™. ’

FR. RONNIE NEVILLE
The Presbytery,
14 Rosemount Crescent,
Clenskeagh,
Dublin 14,

S
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No AIDS
cases
recorded
in North

NORTHERN IRELANI} continues
to be free of AIDS cases this year,
but there has heen an Increase of
onc te 31 In the last month of the
number of people diagnosed as
carriers.
Specinlists monitoring the spread
of the viras sald, huwever, this did
. not Indicate a real change in the
situation. The person involved was
a known homoscsual who returned
home from Canada and informed
doctors he had been diagnosed as a
currier. Ahout Holf the cases
Involving carriers are within the
homosexual community, bui
experts say none of the trans-
missions had been within the
North,

Last year four cases of full AIDS
were recorded, sagnin contracted
outside the North, two patients
returned to England and two died.

Statistles released In the Repub-
lic lnst month showed nine deaths
and 17 confirmed cases of AIDS. Ti
wus also disclosed that mare than
350 people were known 1o have
rontpactad  ATDE valunsad . sdeeeae o
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WHEN Bishop Joseph Cassidy speaks for
the Irish Catholic Church It is with a caring
and concerned warmth. He manages to
soften the harshness of some of the crustier
‘old-school hard-liners. They may be a dying
breed, the men who got Trish Catholicism
the name of being the mother-in-taw of the
Church of Rome! We have a few crusty
YOUNE ©nes coming up, too; wnless 1 miss
my guess the man gerting his stripe in Rome
tomorrow will it that category but anyway,
whar about.

Their lordships are facing the AIDS
debate, Bishop Cassidy has given us the
first reaction. It is on¢ of loving care and
concern. The cynic may say: so whats the
big deal: isnt that what Christianity is
about 7 Indeed.

Those of my readers who live in mult-
channel land and who have been watching
the way the British are dealing with the
AIDS crisis will understand immediately the
brutal contrast between the secuolar
approach of the communicators and British
Government, and the approach adopted by,
the bench of bishops.

We have yet to see the anu-AlDS
campaign by the Minister for Health in the
new Government. Already some communi-
cators are rushing the fences, anticipating a
stand-up tow between the Department and
the bench of bisheps. The implication is that
what Britain does, Ircland must do. If the
Brirish preach the uwse of condoms and
mount an_educational campaign advocating
“safe sex” as “condom sex™ and lel’s
forget about the morality of the matter, fair

L

AIDS campaign does not have to ape British

encugh: it's their business.

We are getting the overspill from relevi-
sion — and it’s not a pretty picture,

The frst victim of the campaign is love
itself. Suddenly romance is dead: 1t is gone.
The age of innocence is equally dead. There
is no mystery anymore, n¢ joy enymore, no
wonderment. Overnight God’s greatest gift
t0 us has become a sordid mechanical act
which can kill.

Tt is a reversal of roles. There was a time
when pulpit-thumping bishops like the late
“Crass Michacl” of Galway was the thing:
when he couldn’t put the love of God in his
flock’s hearts, he'd put the fear of God in
the wombs. Today the British are hawking
womb fear with a zeal which would have
plezsed Michael of Galway,

* * *

The assumptions behind the British cam-
paign are massive. The programmes reflect a
Britain which is indeed as “pagan” as we
used fo be told it was 40 years ago. The
presenters take it for granted that “out
there” in the great Brinsh public there is
massive fornication and all ﬁma varieties go
and whether you are gay, lesbian, a cross
between the two, marned or single, playing
the field, vou should go no place and do
nothing without a condom. We had studio
groups wath the young girls making no bones

(— SOUNDING
OrF .

by John Healy

about having it off and having to provide the
condoms themsclves. Young macho bloods
thought it sissy stuff to go in to Boots the
chemisis to buy a packet of condoms.

On the other hand they didn't give a girl
who produced a condom from her handba
as much as a second thought. A whore ?
Not at all; they want to protect themselves,
it's as simple as thar.

But_don’t ask the mache boys to buy
them: Rambo studs, ar nddidh. -

At the same time the same macho studs
have to be shown how yeu roll on a
condom ! It 5 some advance from a few
months ago, when the TV people and the
Ministry worzried about the possible reaction
from the public about wsing the word
“condom.”™

Just using the word, never mind the
thing imelf. The morality or immorality of

the whole bit is not allowed to confuse the
mechanistic approach to the problem.
“Sleeping around™ is a way of life which is
now dangerous unless you have a condom.

¥ ® %

It may be that the Condom Society is the
full apd final flowering of the Consumer
Society. The Coasumer Society flourishes
on the theology of the Seven Deadly Sins
{before your time, darling: ask mother abour
them); and they are now adding up to the
borror of the Eighth Deadly Sin: spreading
AIDS.

We were a little late getting into the
Consumer Society bit in Ireland and there
are whole stretches of this land where the
older values of the peasant society, with its
basic concept of setf-~control a fixed ceiling
on wants, and help for the neighbour in

trouble, still prevail. Bishop Joseph Cassid
comes from that background and that cul-
ture and so do a goodly number of his
fellow bishops.

An Irish AIDS campaign does not have
1o follow the British example: we are two
different  societies with differing values
zlthough 1 freely admit that, under the
constant hard-sell {rom the electronic media,
the cultural values are changing and we
converge rather than diverge.

In our rush for equality between the
sexes, there have been losses. To talk of
romance and falling in love being wonderful
is 1o risk being called sexist. Yet romance is
still alive and well and the majority of young

irls in Britain, as in Ireland, know that.

e romantic novel is on the way back — if
it ever really went out. The love song has a
place yet even if heavy metal and Boy
George dominate the Top 40: “The Girl
That I Marry'" might oot rocket into the Top
10 today but the sentiment was right and
remains right for the kids who might just
catch the werds on a golden oldie show,
The record shops find a new market in old
tapes of King %o_n and Como and O Blue
Eyes himself, who can still belt out a good
love number. .

The day we stopped using the word
“fornication™ and substituted  *cheating™
was the day we started a lot of trouble for

ourselves. For the last few weeks on British
television we have had people on the
screens who never iet,the word escape from
their lips. Fomnication is a very old-
fashioned word. like virtue, like fidelity.

In Britain, current sociely appears 10
have no vocabulary of that kind: instead the
euphemisms abound and now even the word
“condom” is being euphemised in a jingle:
“take a johony to bed with you.”

It may not be the business of Dr Ro
Q'Hanlon as Mimister for Hezlth to preac)
virtue and fidelity first or to say “love is
forever” before adding the commercial:
“But if you must fornicate, do it with a
condom and rteduce the nsk of an AIDS
infection,”™ and none of your “take a johnny
o bed with you,” or “always keep a
pecker-pack in your purse.”

No, I am not saying: “No sex, please —
we're Irish.” We always had a good, basic
and healthy atlitude to sex mm peasant
societies until we pot an oveslay of Victo-
tian morality of the kind that said even the
legs of the table should be covered with a
modesty tablecover “for fear.”

The best — and only antidote 10 AIDS is
in the word: DON'T. We are all human in
the end, however, and it s precisely
because their lordships appreciate that the
failures need help, the thrust of their
programme is 10 care for the afflicted,
making & medical meitheal of help.

It sure as hell beats thumping the pulpit
and “frank™ British amitudes as shown on
v,

16" March 1987
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INFORMATION
ON AIDS
Sir, '— We, the Irish

. Housewives' Association, are
delighted- to see that the Irish
- Countrywomen’s  Agsociation is

5-.,a(T\\fQ§at_i_ng§gf‘¢gmpaign 40 urge the

““Government . to mount an
immediate publicity drive (partiéu-
Tarly directed at teenagers) regard-
ing the dangers of AIDS
gAck?uired Immune Deficiency
sy

rome).

-‘_‘-,"Wt??f‘ Wholé_fléartedl_y' support

* theit-" gall -for. - information -and
! edudatibn - in " this * matter. —
Yours, ete,, . o

. MOIRA GUINEY,
+ MATREAD ATLEN,

© . 7 Jt, Hon, Secs; IHA

"8 Dawson Street,

Dublin- 2.

St
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Irish thivd-level students are
being advised in the methods
of “safe sex” in the run up to
the summer vacations. These
and other precautionary mea-
sures are being pushed in an
effort Lo reduce the possibility
of students catching the AIDS
virus while abroad.

An estimated 3,000 Irish stu-
dents have already received
the message from 4a lecture
tour which is presently doing
the rounds of colleges here,
The educational tour is being
organised by the Union of
Students of Ireland, which
will be rupning a special fea-
ture on the disease in the
next issue of its magazine,
“pushing safer sex, explaining
the nature of the disease, and
dispelling some of the myths",

“During the summer holi-
days, thousands of Irish stu-
dents are going to travel fto
high risk areas, or to areas
where the risk is higher than
in Ireland, and they must
know that they cannot take
any chances”, USI deputy
president, Sean 0O hArgain,
told 'THE SUNDAY PRESS.
“We are nol going to tell peo-
. ple what “they should  and

| &hould not dn but if they are

to have sex, they must take
prbcautinns

The union has also asked
that its travel sgency, USIT,
prominently display any pub-
licity material available in its
offices in Dublin and &round
the county. Travellers booking
holidays with USIT will ‘be
provided with information on
the disease if they request it

All  students ‘travelling to

the United States with USIT's
J~—1 summer work programmie

are to receive a compulsory:

lecture when they arrive  in,
New York, which will tncludel
information and advice.on the|
AIDS virus. Fach year,: USIT
brings 4,000 Irish -students’ to!
the US, on the summer work\
programme.

The incidence of AIDS in

-the US, and more especially

in New York, where a large
number of Irish students
spend their summer, is among‘
the highest in the world.

"Mr. O hArgain said USY
were “Very concerned”. that
the Department of  Health
have not, as yet, given out
any information on the dis
ease. .

S
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| He;Ip | line
for AIDS

“AIDS HELPLINE" — a new
telephone information service
for the, general public’ oh

B i et A 5

" April 3, which had been desig-

nated  “International  AIDS
Day”.

The heipline, whose number
has yet to be announced, is
being launched by ATDS
Action  Alliance,r a  recently
formesd pgroup which aims to
co-ordinate all aspects aof AIDS
prvention.

The group, which welcomes

new members and support =

from groups or individuals can
be contacted at PO Box No.

1884, Sherriff Street, Dublin 1
1.

AIDS — will be launched. on
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- 1.5, Surgeon General Ever-
et Koop warned last night
‘that it was unlikely a vaccine
for AIDS. would be. available
before the late 1990s.

““Today it is our hope that
we will have a safe and effec-
tive AIDS vaccine.® generally
available sometime - before the |
end of the century -- say the
late 1990s,” Koop said. “That's
about as optimistic as we rea-
sopably can he”

America’s top health admin-

istrator was clamping specula- |

tion that a cure for AIDS was

imminent after a spate of |
recent publicity aboul progress

in developing a vaccine.
He urged his Press Club
audience in Washington to
. ecarry his cautious outlook
about a vaccine “‘back to the
" headline writers.”

Koop mnoted that it had |

5 lm.-»“"""«ﬂ(
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Aids victims ‘deiuihéd'

YOUNG peopie’ In Byitain with the AIDS vhms are
heing deiained in secure units to fake them out of
sexital cirgmiation and avoid the possibility of “revenge
sex™, it was claimed yesterday in Loudoit

labowr Party health spekesman, My, Michael
Meaches said bhe bad been told of the units by a
“private spuvee that is wholly reliable” and he called
for a Govermment explanation.

$1e told a press counfevence at the House of Com-
maons: “Currently there are about 350 secitre wmit
places in 44 commuanity homics, where a number of
voung -people with the ATDS- viras are being detained

in order to lake them out of sexual eiveulation.”




. -

New York Times
17™ March 1987

~ADDSII ST [ROTUIOYD Sy} TS

amurIeep Uol PINOM i pres ‘Apms

‘[Z/-TV 5€ UMD SnIp [einowilsd

43 UE 10 uopeulxoidde aprESWOL

v io} adparce Supnousip mdag

oy H0 1 JIOK. Ol hm..qﬂwﬁuuwtﬁﬂzmﬁ gomnpe.. 210 Aluasar AI0W

10 Iossopoad & mesdyg ey wel

i1 'cosfouel DEg UE ENLIOHIED JO-

FsIsAun o 12 poscadde usaq 1sni
£Bg ADW)S PAROLUED JUQ ‘251 $1] TOIY
spri of 03 are sead s8rey o puR
pajuayed aq 10UNEY JRIR TEIN0SD © ST
W @sTIZ0q S[IID [EIPO W Sureay
IFET B PRy 0T e Fr N 18 andae
SIsTIc pue AXISH I ‘Opyameai

L7 - “pres oy o1
-poad &, AUBGENT A7 52 STUES A1) 10T
S[ TOWSIsA SPEWRWOY St "sonoBid

o MOGE | DANIa0u0D AISa,, ST Aved

—ufoa SE PIES ‘Tel-TV wo Tused sg)
SploYy UMM “JED SWE ApIssed 10
DU S[EORNISVEITeY] SIXEld JU UBIr
~IfeyD 91 “I[ uosquoel "I SHWEL
20 YL paxiu
J0 pEAI) 10 USEe piE Jaeal] ek
1 3de3] 5@ UBD UC{SI2A APBIBWOY UL
‘SIS0 Ja8.12] §11 U7 JUSUE(OEIIR S, STUA
STV S U4 ATalIan o WEnop

soideror | um() J1ot [ 9SIS(T sjusned SATV

TALL ¥HOL MEN GHL

" smoydimis
Aupw  wiodf Araacper Argrodurel
g “snoatremods souAads smaned
Auew jeyy suodal §,10730p 1@ SOOS
o swodmAs Jo VL sf pue 150 9Y
1ySom pouresal sey "AR[ESY S0 AN
Aupo], “OsTUIU SE (o snuny jexo
g pie UMS SIf U0 SUDHOORD 3S¥eh
DY Sl SMUlA SOIV 9 UM DIE
(0085 STORASJT oIy Sulopne sea
o ofe Jued ¥ 'soIdeIS) FARELIANE
10 511330 AL JO SOUBPLAD S} I5E WO
s pres_AImeH I ‘SSSIRIMIRA9N

. "[Jssa00NS
gaaoxd uaeq J0U saeq saldeloy) Hons

‘pIes 8y ‘sseoons o Seplwexe Sul
-80[8 M3] B, S1dsap g JUSTIHACTE
“EONQ 9y O 0ISY 3P JC SIWES
pojltemIm S} W01 USALR Savy SHRL
-u8d JO JOQIUTU [TBLLS © U] SHCIS9| Bl

res 51s0dey Suneexn uf JHHIILA0I

-ug awmes 0 sitedes ssorm IstSooy
-pULIGp UospetEld URg B ‘S A0n1g
= I PIES.,TR& 05 TERX LLUOD 2
SSEesIp ¥ JO 30E] Yy Ul S[EHAS 218

Kayi pue s1O® ojesadsep a1e 859IL,, ..

. 132
“URY pRRRI-GAIY e EHIOIIES sI8
-pdey sey 31 12 [2uSIS 38U} ST0T]
TIYS O 03 AQRaTp UORO[ At Sedds
DOEN A 100 SITeR SI7 12Ul PAYSE Dy
fmedwgs Ixndmes g Jo JdFeaem
s ‘spodesuupyy UTATenEL ALTES
J0UE Faom ¥ S0U0 T Furhydde usag
sey xejdwed payeler-5UIY padopasp
ser| ApeaiTe ogm ‘S[A TATY ASIaka
I9AUS 0] SuDE Ses] IIUEISqNS Ay
0] 9dIoaT AL Tam ISIMISTRO Si-ing
SIA-SCETY 9g 0} pesodye uasq] seq
Ol ‘FTITESS T JARI0M 301418 SNmm
wod blo-lgakgz B UEmORQ) 300g
01 3u0f sey aJmXFI AU JO SWCY
“opsap SnunSy U Apeq oul 3tpre

pUE Jaguinu IOt SuSERiOl ‘Siso.
- Jedauy,, 1 s majsds SURMIT 30 yo

Kranoe s syowold wed 71 180 1508

W - punoi8ispup

FRatoMooomy [Eotmeyy omdeds
0lud sy pue [ousyls ‘uogo] pueg

mﬁ.unﬁnﬁnﬁnﬁh&wﬁﬁﬁoa
. @04 “fuedmy senddns  opsdowpao |

i US3q AABY I8 “TYNQ TRHE

ondels ale SI0WOp  yEnomry

| SArv pespdosd 1o spaipHme 0
[B[TeA® NOTO] S1 SDeDT 08]e S8y OH

I35 57 Jo yied [feTas B U0 ATEIL

i BmAydde pre “gYN'Q 10 ‘Ouez

.Mmuu re)sqns jo A3oprea
| - eS1po somm
.wmabwum“ 30 I0mIdU

0] JoqI0M-DIO-TRA-CE B ‘ATUSH

ST 9 YU Bm S[EDTTO UiESH

. "ns yetn spewmof reowsth wr sa0d @ wy apum poet € ST Emﬁ Juotry -
- ssuewaimbaa Serjse) pre yoswas'

-5 [e2FpaTd TEULIO)Y 20T 0F S3nsp Jo¥

MM O] SRR SABY JOU 0P SCITV I

opdoad Je1} ANETE JUAWSAOW DN
B[LIend oty Ul POAJOAE] aS0E INg

| JUoURER

s el podar off ey oym swm
a1 SAIY Aq pastarordonos Snraq are
sEnap Fursruroxd jo sopms Azs ospe
SI0JO0P 9WICS "SUaNEd JaUI0 GT SWol
~GWAS PRARIIAI 10 ajy| paSuc[old asvy

" e SUdUNEAN peanidde Jo saAes
~ ~WIR1} [RAR 10U LBTI S90MTElSqNS 95aq

o £[21 oys dldoad puy "SOTY 2amd
B SH0LRISANS 2538 181} S0UgpLAQ OU

W

. ..ﬁ.m.ﬁ.uw.um B 70 q1eq oty Ec._w SpRUI BSY

feqley Ue pUe suwooigsnm ssamedar
Tl PINO] SOIEIRANS B “DAQRALIOD HESY

“Aos B ‘AuderSnoyd Br psin [Etaay
B Smpnpar ‘seoueisqns Jo Ajeuza
e B YHa SYARswow Sunean oI smrA
'@ Sstrer Aq 213y mannleds jsopowr  SCIV ) A padeym adoed sz

.v&mbma o

IS USZOP S8l UEY] SJ000 UF
) oroIapids ot 01 osuodsarwr dn
Sunuds aarq ety |, SOMIR B[R0S,
Io Hromu puncsizepun Jumord
ﬂ_uﬁﬂ e wory dioy gdnos daey
[doad 0007 AXITNOd SUft $50508 PUY
R - swesd
ord “yaTessal apisina SIsy sjsn
-ed o0y d|guyeAr 304 ‘ULIARQLI Fmip

L [BIA-MR ) esegommd 0] ooxsi
~ Q3 Juwod JARY SISWPO "ATHMOD SO

ot ﬂ.m%hum.m 10U S]TSWIET 0} [FBIS]
pPOE S0TEIS 03 PIISABY] AR 9GS ©

o ‘DECIQR PUE SIVES
PaIu S1n U saldelany sApemisyfe

“BUINSSS ASE “JUOUNEIL SATIOSHS J9)

-§0 J0UE0 TB1 TWRTIISIIGRISS [Pt
B M PIIELSILLEPRE SIAPog

AEYE WM SOV Jo SsarSord

ot ey 01 erxladsep spdoad

= 9T USIBW ‘ODSIONYEA NV

T EFJXLU-A.EZQFMEMH—VUM“

. .d0HSI9 INTIZHLVR £




E&DS ESEARY

NEW Yo Times,

th

i "Ruogevelt. Hospltal Center in Now'

ples for a sipgle virug disease, And, irJ

‘Thousands of  Patients;

to Test New Treatments
« bythe End ofthe Year

' ByHAROLD M, SCHMECK Jr. :
This year the AIDS epidemic is being !
transformed from an utterly hopaless:.
gituation to one In which many, per
. haps most American vietims of the dis
 ease wlill have access to drug treat-]
.ments. that may give precious extra
months of life, - e
One anti-AIDS drug appears to be:i
, hearlng Federal approval, and trials of
| potential new drugs are being set up or
, expanded at 5 fast pace, But like every
. Other aspect of the ‘deadly epidemic,
i the drug outlook 1a marked by contro-
i versy and anguish, ' .
: The pace of progress seetns agoniz-
.. Ingly slow to patients who know they
“only have 6 {0 18 months more to live,
' “Thay Are Desperate’ -
"Many of them are much better ln--
- formed sbout AIDS than tho averago

i -physlclan, and they are ‘desperate,”
gald Dr, Michael Lange, of $t, Luke's-

© York. .

At present only a handful of drugs:
look promilsing enough for trlal in pa-
Atlents, Most are In short supply and
many patients have to be toid they
must wait, even for a spot in an expep.-

~ment, . : :
. ""I'woukd Hke to try something even if
It doesn’t work,” one ‘patient told Dr,
- Lange. “Just to sit thers and think and.
- do-nothing about 1t Is very, very diffi-'

- eutt” -

Tuespar, MaRcH (3, 19%7F,

~ AIDS Drugs Offer Hope but Cure Remiins Distant—

3.7

The New. York Tlnoa/Marty Kats

‘Dr. Samuel Broder of the National Cam‘:er'lnatitute in Beth

holding a tray of test tubes containing -AII)S~inf¢ct¢_:d cells,

esda, Md.,,

e Push for Trentments

. On the other side is the huge ei’t‘urtl
medlcal sclentists are maklng to cope
‘with the growing menace of acquired
Immune. deficlensy syndrome, The
wvirus that catsos AIDS was discovered
loss than five years ago. Today, know.
. ing Its Identity and having already dis-
covered & wealth of dotall about it
«aelontisls are trytng to explolt avery
wWaak point the virua offers, - . |

#iMedlcal™ velentists ~ are © mountin :
what |8 probably the preatest concen?

. trated-effort ever made to find thera

‘S " fA[DS: ’I‘he . . ‘
\ NextPhase -
T : _ ='Secbndqffoururtip_{es.| ’

"k

, on_unusual’ approach that they hope

a -wi]! quicken the pace of progress, Fed-

eral officials -are sponsoring new re-
‘search consovtiums involving Govern-
ment, unjversity and industry sclen-
“tista, ) IR

" The' drug most widel tried against

© weeks,

the AIDS virus {s azidothymidine, AZT,
\Nearly 6,000 patients have used i and}
the numbers are growing rapidly, The,
Food and ‘Drug Administration is ex-
pected ‘la‘_r'-'approye :the “drug within
~ The-evidence indicates thaf. 08
prolonged many lives, But so far the
success {8 measured in months only,
and the drug has harmed some pa-|
Hents, No one expects AZT to actuaily !

LContinued on Page C3, Column 1 e
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_ Continued From Pagel
cure AIDS or to rid victims of the

AlDSvirus,” - -
Almost every drug or antiviral

{reatment that has ever shown any ! .
“-planned to test the effectiveness of

prospect of combating any virus in-
fection is being tested. The Federal |-
drug agency has granted permission
for early tests in patients of abont 30
different = substances that have
demonstrated potegtial against the
AIDS virus in test-tube experiments..
‘ X g

The Search * .
For New Drugs

‘Thousands of chemicals, synthetic
and natural, are being screened for
activity against the AIDS virus in the
laboratory, But the drug search goes
far beyond screening. Working on the
frontiers of biology, chemists, virolo- |
gists, immunologists’ and molecular
‘biologists are trying to engineer new
substances- to attack the virus at
every specific point in itslife cycle, .

The new collaboration among Gov-
ernment scientists, universities and
drug companies is being sponsored
by the National Institute of Allergy
and Infections Diseases, a unit of the
National Institutes of Health in Be-
thesda, Md. ] <

Dr. Anthony Faici, director of the
allergy and infectious disease insti-
tute, says there are five such consor-
tiums now. He hopes to get 20 maore
started by Sept. 30, thie end of this fis-
cal year, and 20 more next year, if
Congress’will provide the money. A
separate effort is being developed to
work out the complete three-dimen-
sional structure of all the proteins the
AIDS virus makes,

Thege stirlies, shonld ravanl mora

[RpR— e L T —— s
L ameidie o ecmscren D T M PP TEE IO St -3 s

tiyirus” that may be pood targets for
“ drug designers, Dr. Fauei said.
. ““Those are the kinds of approeach that

are going to yield results two or three”
years from now.”” , w
Viruses are organisms that exist on’

* the very border between the living

‘and the inanimate, A virus particleis

a protein-coated package of genes

wandéring through the world of life,

- looking for living cells to infect. Its .

! genes subvert the normal genétic ap-
‘paratus of the infected cell and cause
. it to make a new crop of viruses, often

killing the ceil to do so.
In a recent article, Dr. Hiroaki Mit-

suya and Dr. Samuel Broder of the -

National Cancer Institute listed eighi
points, in its reproductive cycle at
which' the AIDS virus might be at-
" tacked. k .
The first is the actual contact be-

‘&wgg‘ejn invader and victim — the bind- :

ing of the -virus to its target cell,
From then on there ég‘-re several op-
portunities to counteé¥dttack as the
virus gets inside, sheds iis coat and
‘goes to work, The last stages are the

; reverse transcriptase,
- Ribavirin throws a chemical mon-
- key wrench into the genetic machin-
- ery at a later stage, when the nucleus

assembly of virus particles within the"

. infected cell and the budding of new

viruses from the cell surface. Drugs

- are also being sought to hamper the
 action of key genes of the virus. i

In addition, many studies are

combinations of antiviral drugs and

" substances known -to stréngthen the
- immune defense system, Many scien-
. tists believe that, in the end, such
- combinations will provide the best

treatment for AIDS victims.
Dr. Lionel Resnick of Mount Sinai -

- Medical Center in Miami Beach has

noted that most of the drugs now used
against the AIDS virus have some ef- |

. fects against a key viral enzyme, the

reverse transcriptase, which acts in-
side an invaded cell to direct forma- -
tion of DNA that encodgs the virus’s
genetic message. Toxicity is a major
problem with these drugs, he said,
suggesting that they are not selective
encugh and therefore may interfere
with normal cellular enzymes that -
assemble strands of DNA that the cell
needs, "
AZLT and dideoxycytidine attack at

" the point at which the reverse trans-

criptase acts. They halt the produc-
tion of the DNA strands that are nor-
mally manufactured from virus RNA
with the enzyme’s help. DNA and
RNA are the principal genetic chemi-

. cals for ail living things,

Suramin and HPA-23, drugs whase
early promise has now faded, were
designed to inhibit the action of the

of the infected cell is sending out blue-
prints that the cell’s production sites ;

would use to begin assembly of new |
virus particles. Interferon alpha is |

i believed to attack at the final stage of
4 virus production, the point at which a
- hew virug particle begins to bud from
* the surface of the infected cell.

Many other experimental drugs
are being considered, including AL-
721, thought to hamper the virus's
ability to attach itself to cells; pep-
tide T, which interferes with virus att-

tachment in a different way, and Fos-
carnet, which attacks the action of a
key viral enzyme. Other potential
drugs are artificially preduced pieces
of DNA that glue themselves to key
segments of the virus's genetic blue-
prints and take them ont of action.

ters are nlannine tn trv A7 in rombi-

-

AIDS virus who have not yet devel-

Tresoay  Make 1F 498T

“SQWG-? CEEER WROPE AGPNST ApS, BT A OME REWAM NS DISTANT,

The New York Times/Marty Ralz and Rtick Eriedman
Dr. Anthony 8. Fauci, top; Dr.
Martin 8. Hirsch, bottom, }'

: that will keep the virus in check so [
that it neither kills the patient nor T

Doctors at several research cen- ]

Scientists ‘see thls siriiogy-of early
counterattack as probably the main *
hope for drugs against AIDS, whether'
the drug is AZT or something equally

-effective biit less potentially-toxic,

Few, if any, experis scem to expect!
to find a drug that will eliminate the,
virus from the patient’s boady alto-;
gether and cure the disease. Dr, WiI-T
liam §. Robinson, a virologist and pro-|
fessor of Medicine at Stanford Uni-:
versity, for example, thinks a cure is
‘‘a 5lim hope.”’ '

For the present, at least, the hope is |
for a drug or combination of drugs ;

cripples the immune system. But the
virus is known to be capable of linger- |
ing in the human body relatively inac- -
tive for years. In addition,. some
seemingly logical combinations‘ of -
drugs may turn out to be deadly, or-
-counterproductive. A recent study of
ribavirin and AZT together, for ex-

o el Py ATl ample, found that in test-tube experi- |
tients and in people infected with the ,’ ments the two drugs seem to cancel-
i out each other’s effectiveness against -

oped AIDS. One new study will also' the virus,

test the drug in patients who have de-|

veloped dementia or other symptoms;

* of brain and central nervous system'
infection. ‘ : .

The question.of possible drug bene-

virus but have no symptoms of AIDS

fit to patients who are infected by the .

I-o._,

Is congidered particularly important.

Drugs to keep the AIDS virus under !
control would probably have to be
taken for years, perhaps decades; and .
that goal implies the use of something |
harmless enough to the patient to be
tolerated over long periods, |

NS m’"(?-“} )
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Prospects |

e B

For Treatment |
In the immediate future, AZT willl

remain the best hope of many AIDS
patients, experts say. By the end of!

the year; enough is expected to be!’

dvailable to treat at least 30,000 pa-| -
tients, although the drug is expected=‘
to be in short supply at the outset.'

And the manufacturer, the Bur-;

roughs Wellcome Company, has said '
that- even after-the drug, to be mar-
keted under the name Retrovir, has
been approved for prescription sale -
its distribtition will be restricted to ;
patients in whom prior evidence indi-

-cates the drug is more likely to help

than harm.

. Two other drugs; dideoxycytidine

and ribavirin, also show. promise al- |-

though they are in less advanced :

stages of clinicaltesearch than AZT.
In a clinical trial, ribavirin apar- |

spite the drug treatment and, in

“ceived fhe drug and others who re-

' A common probfem and one of the
™ most fateful stages in the progression
of any AIDS case ig the first episode

pBut some patients have aled uc-

others, the inexorable course of the
disease has begun again despite their | .
treatment. . i
The original clinical trial of AZT
began in the sprine of 1986 with a divi-

cystis prneumaonia. e
— #-few years ago, pafients often died
L fram the first attack of this infection.
> Today 70 percent o 75 percent sur-
i wvive, according to one expert, but it is

of one particular infection, pneéumg-

ceived a placebo, a harmless, ineffec-, .
tive substance. The use of the pla-
cebos was cut short last fall, however,

" and all patients were given the drug |

when scientists discovered that there .
had been only one death-among 145
patients receiving the drug and 1% |
among an almost equal number who |
received the placebo. :

As of last Jan. 12, the most recent
date for which figures are available,
there had been only- eight deaths
amon% the original 145 who took the
drug from the start, and 32 deaths

among the others. Among 3,247 pa-

tients involved in a subsequent, wide-
spread research trial, there were 97

crucial that further attacks be pre-

vented. Studies have shown that only

one patient in 20 lives 18 months after
that first episode occurs. Sometimes
_the patieni dies during another at-

tack, sometimes from other compli--
cations of AIDS, S )

The treatment that seems to be.
best against the pneumonia, special-
ists say, is not a new frontier anti-in-'
fectien drug, but dapsone, an old and
respected substance that has been
known since the 1940's as a treatment
for leprosy.

A study is needed to determine

~ whether dapsone actually increases

ently helped prevent some patients |
with early signs of AIDs virus infec- ;
‘tion from progressing on to AIDS, ac-
cording to the manufacturer, ICN
Pharmacetticals. But few data have
been released and many experts have
reservations about the drug,

The tear-term prospect is that the
lives of many patients afflicted with

AIDS will be prolonged. But that is'
qboutj}s_ far as experts will go in pre-

; dicting what lies ahead, even though’

the number of drugs that look promis- .

* ing in laboratory experimenis is ex:

pected to increase squtar_:tially. _
. Jn’- labaratory experiments, di--
“deoxycytiding, which is chemically {
. related to AZT, has shown promise of |

. being at least as effective as AZT but

less toxie. The drug is now in early
safefy testing in patients and its-
therapeutic promise awaits confir-
mation, : .

As to AZT, scientists stress the

, potential dangers as well as the bene-
' ‘The chemical.has a destructive

fits.
effect on the bone marrow, the. ulti-
mate source of the blood and cells of
" the immune defense system. But the

‘reaction to AZT seems to vary’

“ greatly from person to person. Some
“peaple with AIDS have tolerated the
‘drug for many months. Others have
“been forced to stop using it,

The F.D.A., while considering the .

application for licensing of AZT, has

permitted a special distribution to pa-

tients who {it the prefile of those in
whom benefits have been established
-~ esgentially, AIDS- patients who
have suffered pneumocystic carinii
pneumonia, an indication of severe
damage to the immune system. Since
the beginning of October, the number
of - patients receiving the drug has
grown by 30 to 50 a day. )

The resulis have been encouraging.
sWe've had a handful of patients who
have gone' a year and a half,” Dr.
David W. Barry, research vice presi-
dant -of Burroiighs Wellcome, said.
«gaveial dozen over a year and sev-
eral hundred over nine _month§_."

"

=t An

-deaths through Jan. 12, but only 21

* the survival of patlents, said Dr, Mi-
| chael Grieco, head of immunology
* and infectious diseases at St. Luke's- |
i Roosevelt. It appears to do s, but the
¥ data are not sufficient to be statisti-

deaths among those who had used the
drug for three weeks or more,

““I think there are a lot of things we

'.$10,000 a year for the needed doses.

don’t know about AZT yet,” said Dr,
Dr. Martin Hirsch of Harvard and
Massachusetts General Hospital in

Boston. “We know the short-term tox- ]
I

fcities. We know the short-term abil-
ity to prolong life.” But he added that
there had not been enough time to
anaiyze the long-term effects, |

Cost is another problem; patients f

_.will presumably keep taking ihe drug:
for' as long as they live, and the retail ‘

price ‘is expected to be $8,000 to |

Burroughs Wellcomé, in justifying
the price, says that production of AZT
is complicated and expensive and
that it has already borne enormous
development costs. In January a
company official said the company
had spent more than $80 million
developing the drug, with no assur- !
ance that it would ever reach: the |
market,

Meanwhile, the spread of AIDS is
increasing,  Thirty-two
cases have been reported in the

United States so far. The Federali

Centers for Disease Control in At-|
lanta has estimated that there will be| .
at least 21,000 new cases and 13,000 to;
15,000 deaths during 1987, That aver-' -
ages out to three deaths every two.
hours. . |
As they search for drugs that at-
tack the AIDS virus infection, doctors
are also working feverishly to find|
better treatments for the related dis-
eases that strike AIDS victims, These;
include a rare form of cancer, Kapo-|
si's sarcoma, and many infections .
that would not bother normal people |
but that attack patients whose im-
mune defenses are ruined. There has
been progress against many of these
diseases, but.it is still unclear how
much, if at ail; the life expectancy of

AIDS patients has been increased,
T g @ -

tit. Doctors in New York say there

thousand | _

. “cally significant, “

Conflict
Over Access

Today the knowledge that there is
no cure, that no patient has ever been |
known to survive AIDS and that there |-

is a temporary shortage of many ex- |
perimental drugs against the disease, |

“-has apparently generated a black |
-market as well as amateur attempts

at treatment, Some much-publicized
patients, such as Rock Hudson, the
film star, have made a futile journey
to France for treatment with an un-

.proved drug. More frequently, pa-

‘tients have gone to Mexico for ribavi-

appears to a black market for both ri-

‘bavirin and AZT in this country.

. Some patients seeking AL-721 have
taken the matter into their own
hands, making a crude version of the
drug at home, B

Seme doctgrs, familiar with this

self-tiedtment, say they do not really
object to it. Others worry over any
use of & “homemade” drug because
the .patient has no way of knowing
-just what it really is and whether it is
safe to take, - _ :
The F.D.A. has established special
procedures for evaluating and ap-
. proving potential AIDS drugs much
faster than usual, The process has led
to wide, though controlled, distribu-
tion of AZT years earlier than normatl
procedures wotild have dictated. Fed-

eral officials have also established a,

network of 19 leading medical re-
search centers-around the country to
drugs — controlled scientific experi-|
ments that offer the only way of
determitiing whether a:drug helps,
scientists assert. -

coordinate clinical trials of promis}ng i
fi

(p3r5)
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. For many dying patients and their
supparters, that has not been good
enough- Health officials have faced

" constant, anguished pleas to let pa-

tients have access to drugs before

- their worth is proved, _
" Some officials admit to having suf-

fered sleepless nights over the mat-

. ter. But most scientists have con-

cluded that controfled trials offer the -
only means of establishing the merits
of new drugs. They also warn that.
potential AIDS drugs tend to be ex-

~ tremely toxic, akin to cancer drugs,

and could rob victims of months of

- life as they offer a cruel false hope.

Without proper studies, Dr. Broder
of the Cancer Institute said, “a good
drug could be lost or d bad drug could
be accepted as effective,’ causing
immeasurable and perhaps irrepara-
bleharm. <

-
o

Outlook

Many experts regard AIDS as the

final stage of a long virus infection .

that ddvances at a different pace in

different patients, If so, the damage -

may be close to irreparable by the
time the full-scale disease appears,

. Doctors who take this view tend to
be much less pessimistic -about the

chances of learning how to cope with
the early virus infection, perhaps
keeping it at bay for years of even

. permanently if the right combination
of drugs can be found. That is why

there is much current emphasis on

trying the new drugs in people who

are infected with the AIDS virus but
have not yet developed symptoms of
serious illness, :

In the search for drugs of this kird,
it may be a source of hope as well as
challefige that the AIDS virus is the

most complex example knowh of the |

class known as retroviruses, The
complexity offers many . different
points of attack because the virus life

cycle involves 30 many different in- -

terrelated steps,
~ "Although the precise mechanisms

are matters of future study,” Dr. Mit- .

suya @nd Dr. Broder wrote in their re-
view, “it is clear that this retrovirus

. has evolved an astonishingly complex

system of genetic regulation,” )
‘“With luck,” the two scienitists sald;

“the very complexity of the virus

~could contribute to its defeat,”
.- Tomorrow: Search for g vaccine. .
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DrugsinAIDSFight = °

5 - How They Could Work | .'
— | . Whenthe AIDS virus invades a human cell it uses an enzyme to translate the code in its RNA, or S
1 7 -single-stranded genetic material, into double-stranded DNA. The DNA enters the cell nucleus and
T | 1 subverts the cell's genstic machinery, causing it to produce messenger RNA that provides a_ -

“blueprint for the' formation of virus proteins. The proteins combine with RNA to form new virus
particles, which bud from the cell surfacé. Scientists are searching for drugs that attack this process
. atmany points and others that stimulate the body’s Immune system. i e

.

AIDS virus particle

essenger  Néw
RNA - AIDS %

S, virus }
particles

EightUnder Trial = , S
Of the many drugs under study for treatment of AIDS, these eight are among those that have
‘attracted the widest attention, : ’

. . Drun . Manidantrar . Masioa B T T CE PP

P

AT

el g ThARRRGEIS T L T ,
Azldothyinidine | Burroughs Antivical  Shown 1o profo J—
{AZT) | Wellcora ‘ profong life in some AIDS

pat_ients"nﬁw inuse by nearly 5,000
o ‘ : ‘ . patierts; trials with different patient
L categories under way, Federal

marketing approval expected soon

= ed

Phosphenoformate | Astra
(Foscarnet) -~ | Pharmaceuticals

Antiviral

+

€S, TweSbar , MARLH 43, 4383 . p3.

r"!"i
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Immunity In clinical trials both alone and

stimulant *fogether with other drugs.
and antiviral :

ICN
Pharmaceuticals

Ribavirin

Has shown promise in preventing

de\felopment of AIDS in infected
patients; now in further clinical trials:
available to AIDS paflénts Ini some

- countries but not approved for this
PUTRQse in the Uniigd States,
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Cork Examiner
18" March 1987

A TASK force with the
mission of making sav-
ings that won't hit pa-
tient care has been set up
within the Department
of Health.

Already, health boards,
and other agencies in-
volved, have been asked
to nominate individual
officers, with specific re-
sponsibility to link in
with the new group.

It is expected to get the
whole operation into ac-
tion by Easter, Health
Minister Dr, Rory O’'Han-
lon predicted yesterday.

He saw the plan as one
that would produce not
just immediate cost con-
tainment, but also as a
means of stimulating na-
tive supply arrange-
ments.

“It should be possible,
within a relatively short
time, to determine accu-
rately the on-going sup-
ply requirements for par-
ticular products for the
country as a whole,” he
said.

“With this information
available to potential
manufacturers, I see no
reason why we should
not hope to achieve a
situation in which local
industry would supply a
greater proportion of
these products, rather
than relying on imports.”

Quite apart from the
specialised products such
as drugs and other medi-
cal consumables, there
was quite a large market
within the service for
everyday items such as
food ‘for hospital pa-
tients. Here, again, he
said, there was scope for
local initiative,

The task force, known
as a Cost Containment
and Efficiency Unit, will
have the immediate func-
tion, in co-operation with

Health task

force set up

By Jim

Cluskey

health agencies funded
by the exchequer, of act-
ing as a clearing house
for information on cost-
saving initiatives, good
practice, best prices for
supplies and product
evaluation.

Initially, it will be con- |

cerned primarily with the
supplies area, which

accounts each year for |
well over £125,000,000 of |

health expenditure.

The Minister said that
on the basis of reports

® Dr. Rory O'Hanlon
TD, Minister for
Health: satisfied that
significant savings can
be achieved.

available to him, he was
satisfied that with better
organisation of purchas-
ing arrangements, they
could hope to achieve
significant savings in the
short term, with poten-
tial for further very sig-
nificant savings in the
longer term.

He added: “I am quite
satisfied that we can
achieve these savings
without diminishing in
any way the gquality of
treatment and care pro-
vided for patients.”




Independent

18" March 1987

£8,000 for
TV Aids
row man

The manager of the Soho
Brasserie, a fashionable Lon-
don restaurant, was unfairly
dismissed for allowing cus-
tomers to be interviewed on
television about Aids, an in-
dustrial tribunal ruled yester-
day.

Mr  Christopher Waud,
chairman of the Chelsea tri-
bunal, ordered the owners,
Vittle Inns, to pay the maxi-
mum compensation of more
than £8,000 to the former
manager, Andrew Peters, 28,

Mr Peters, who had
worked for the company for
two years was summarily dis-
. missed on October 16 for al-
towing Thames TV to inter-
view young people at the bar,
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Vincent Hanley

Hanley
e =11°?
very ill

TV presenier Vincent Han-
ley is very ill in St. James's
Hospital in Dublin, where he
is undergoing treatment for a
serious illness.

The “MT USA" presenter is
;not receiving many visitors or
icalls  from wellwishers and
friends and is sleeping most
of the time, according to
friends. “There is no guestion
of him going home,” according
to a hospital spokespersen. He
is still very iiL.”
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oA
INFORMATION’
ON AIDS
Sir,—On March gth I was
listening to “‘Addendum” on
Radio 1 which was dealing with

the subject of AIDS. Kevin ;
O'Kelly “was talking to both -
Patricia Hegarty of USI and a!
Maynooth theo ogian about their

attitudes to a government-
sponsored AIDS awareness cam-
paign. Obviously, moralit
entered into the discussion whic
centred around the use of
condoms being advised by the
Depariment of Health™ and
whether this would promote and
somehow legitimise gromiscuity.
The Church 1s entitled to its say,
but the fact is that certain sec
tions of society are at risk and all
information should be made avail-
able 1o these sections as the
Government has a responsibility
to all its citizens irrespective of
religious affiliation, sexual prefer-
ence and position in society. —
Yours, etc.
CONN O MIDHEACH,
Women's Rights Officer,
Students’ Union,
University College, Dublin,
Belfield,
Dublin 4.
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¢ year, medical
. experts say, up to a hundred Amer-

_ icans will roll up their sleeves for injec-
rimental vaccines against

human experiments i the United
-States in a woridwide vaccine-develpp-
‘ment effort that has no paraliel in mod-
. #rn scieace and that hoids the only
hope for fully containing the scourge of
Jimmune -deficiency

moré than 100,000 people arouud the
world, international™ ealt? fit
at causes AIDS,

Py .
R I

tablish that it is safe and that i
lates production of antibodies to
‘AIDS - virus, compounds ‘the b
makes to fight infectious agents.
American scientist is awaiting Gove
ment clearance to perform 2 sim
experiment onhimself, . ¥
Despite the size and speed of
global research eifort, a provea v
cine does niot appear likeiy for five
ten years, perhaps not before the n:;
century, in the view of leading exper -

cing Researchers

at it stir

step, the first
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tests of AIDS vaccines on people in
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“through sexuai imtercourse and in
" -blood, has alveady infected an esii-

‘7 call orie of the centiiry’s m:

:-prark in the search for a Vaccine,
. . French and Zairian researchers work-
+ing in Africa have begun to test experi-
mental compounds in humans. -5 7
perhaps the miost d

aniel Zagury, has injected
with a candidate vaccine to es-

- N Next Phase | rapid as anyone would iike. -~
BLARE i N e #The prospects of a licensed A’
\ | Thurd of four articles,  }aceine n the immediate furire
= e VErY sm,” Dr, Young said, o
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and threatens|. s Scientists #re Dot even sure whet
 what officials| 4 wijl be possible to develop & Vacc
est dovastat-| against the AIDS viriss. .-
- 4‘No one kas any idea w, .
to take to make an effective Vaccir
said Dr, Robert C. Gallo of the Natic
Cancer Institute, a_distoverer,
AIDS &.m..ﬁmw o
“IThe goal of a vaccine is to stim
“f the production of antibodies that -
fight off the invading virus.: People
fected with the AIDS virus .

iramatic
cientist on the
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G e T parimental AIDS vaccines are con-fiso performing some laboratory e

Continned From Page Al. = ‘cerned that the potential financial i-'eriments to identify and verify rel

SeleaT o . . .- - ability in case a vaccine causes dam-ant techniquss. “There has neve
age could inhibit them from marketing zes anything like this before in tt
even a technically sound AIDS vaccine. "D.A"s history,” Dr. Young said.

- They alsc.wonder whether such a prod- Last fall, the National Academy ¢
uct would be sufficiently profitable 10 gejencas criticized the Government

offset the enornous risks. Jack of leadership it the fight aga
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onset of disease, - L T
T i Sxperimenal pbcine

' fain ritn

DS vitits, The hope of researchs . J\0 one fully understands how AIDS ATDS, particularly in vaccine deve
YHuS, 18 ROpe 0f researcit . . . i ment. : .
vwovwmmwwﬂu mwmﬂm%uwwmnﬁ%. .wwcwmmr wEmw.mmmEmw. progressionfrom © = '~
Tiain, antibodi - mdection io disease. No one even knows sty -

wsA Variety

- pow many different strains of the AIDS

DS virus, can successfully defeatit. .. virus there are. _ A s
Researchers. hope’ 2 'vaccine: can. = With nio clear certainty of how to pro- Om »@@HONO_H,@W
ulate, two, types- of immune re: ceed, scientists making educated - mR L e

sponses in’ particular. One type, neu-. guesses have developed severai
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g virus directiy, Another type; cell! In amqmﬂomﬁm.m vaccine, scientists
= frediated jhimunity, sims in part at have ﬂ&mumoﬂmr% looked to the en-
“bolstoring defenses mwm.i% the virus” velope, or protective coat, of a virus as
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et Vitis that they believe aré [eCHvYe vaccine. While most research-
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: Nwm.a.mqm‘mmn.mmwww._r of antibodies. while’ wEmem Dbroteins, others are experi-] 8Dor >
. the’ best’ es, ©> menting with proteins from the mner #6¥ elsewhere gu™ &

apq Steps have been faken since thes
improve matiers. Recently Dr. -
thony S. Fauci, the director of the |
tivpal Institute of Alletgy and Ini
tious Disease in Bethesda, Md,, said
had begunio keep a list of all AIDS v
cine researchers and their areas of
terest. Dr. Gallo szid he believed suc¢
Jist weunld include hundreds of

searchers jin at least 30 instim
around the world, many of them i
mally or informzlly linked Dr. I
Mentagnier of the Pasieur Institute
Paris, a discoverer of the AIDS vii
wmmm for example that his team was ¢
iabora S5 scientists in Fras
] it - “.._mmu,..mm.ﬂ% of

" others are considering whether t0USed " speft of the virus. preaches” to vaccine development.
version o.m.nwm entire virus 1, Animals tests show that each species The Zairian-French team caught y
2 L mmqmwovm a different mix of antibodies searchers throughout the world by su
HUH OUH ems Lo T response to the AIDS virus, and prise last-December with reporis thy
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~H4mu wm WOHANQQ S wﬁwm. For that Hmmmﬁw scientists sed which were begun P mwnM%mM.WMMm
S - . ° 1 :arly experiments on humans as of ie wi j ice, wero 3
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proaches seems promising in the early
trizals, researchers must confront huge
technical and ethical problems as they
try_to prove that a vgccine actually|
‘proiects people against AIDS. Scien-
- tisis are asking such questions as: How
-can studies prove that the experimen-
tal 'vaccine truly repels the invading’
'AIDS viras, since ali subjects must be
warned to avoid exposure to a poten-
. tally fatal disease? With whem would
“a-study group of vaccine recipients be
.-compared to see if they had been pro-
. tected? And, even if some subjects are
exposed to possible infection, how long
- will it take to know whether protection
. has been offered against a disease that
- often does not develop for five or more_.
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for parmission
L. Goldstein of George Wash

among others, Dr. Pry

Md., Dr. Adan Rios of the Institut
" an ¥ 2 for
Immunclogic Disorders in Houston,

Dr; Frank E: Young, Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, said
vaccine testing might start by the
endof summen, ©

and Dr. Paul H. Nayior of George
“‘Washington University. The team alsg
has financing frem Alpha 1 Biomed:-
cals, a pharmaceutical company in
Washingten.

Human experiments would start
within a few days after approval, if it js
given, on the first of a projected group

| of 24 uninfected volunfeers at George
! Washington University and at the inggj.
inte in Heusten, Dr, Goldstein said. .

Dr. Goldstein said he would be the

first io take his vaccine, which is made
M a synthesized version of a Dart of
b prouein IO IS ALDS virus, P-17.)
‘The vaceine is called HGP-30. Iis devel-.
opment grew out of studies that Dr
Goldstein's team did with a natural
horraone cailed thymosin alpha-1 that
is used to treat a rare typé of immune

deficiency in children and is being

tested against hing cancer.

TEIEe mam o BE—a s - -

,

- The team that hag alresd . TWOem e ISt swdied AIDS patients, |
sion is hen .Mmm.wmmw applied Dr. Goldstein said he was surprised to
eaded py Dir. mwwnwu detect what he thought were large
fveraity 3 T ‘ashingtoniamounts of thymesin alpha-1 in their
University in ﬁmmgmmwm&mmmm includes, (hlood. From further research Dr. Goid-
: QIR S, Sarin of the|stein learned thai what he was detect-
National Cancer Institute in Bethesda,|ing was not thymosin -aipha-1 but

rather the ATDS virus protein P-17. The
two chemicals have in common a
string of 18 identical amino acids, the
Dbuilding biocks of proteins. :
' Dr. Goldstein’s team devised the
HGP-30 vaccine by synthesizing that
portion of P-17 that is commen teo ihe
AIDS virus and to thymosin alpha-1.
Experiments on rabbits, dogs and mon-
keys indicate that the vaccine spurs
production of what may be proteciive
antibodies to the AIDS virus. HGP-30 is
inéxpensive o produce and because it,
is synthetic it can be given to humans
without any risk that it will cause
AIDS.

Many AIDS researchers have criti-
cizad Dr. Goldstein’s approach because
it focosed on a proiein that was be-
lieved to iie deep inside the virus.

But now, in a surprising finding, re-
searchers in West Germany have

" The New York Times/Doug Witson
Dr. George J. Todaro, scientific di-
rector of Oncogen in Seatile, said

his team had been “greatly en-

shown that although most of the P-17
protein is in the inner shell of the AIDS
yirus, some of it protrudes to the sur-
face, offering the prospect that it couid
stimulate the body into producing the
desired antibodies. ,

“Nothing gets more heated discus-
sion in our staff meeting” than the

couraged to go on” to human ¢x-
 periments as & result of vaccine
experiments on chimpanzees. ,

Dr. Todaro said his team hao peex
“greatly encouraged (o go on” iU
human experiments with S expert

HGP-30 vaccine theory, Dr. Galle said.
“They may be right, and if they areitis
& big finding.”

. Because the ccre proteins of the
AIDS virus are believed o be more
'stable than those on the surface, which'
seem fo change over time and between
viral strains, Dr. Goldstein theorizes
that an HGY-30 vaccine might proiect
against 2 wide varjety of sirains of the
AIDS virus, In addition, some studies of
ATDS patients indicate that the amount
‘of P-17 in the blocd declines as disease
develops, leading Dr. Goldstein to won-
der if HGP-3¢ might even help prevent
those already infected with the AIDS
virus from becoming iiL

Moreover, in A ferthcoming paper,

Dr. Goldstein’s team raises ﬁmmvw%mmm
bility that a test for blood levels of

HGP-30 might be more accurate than

current blood tests for infect ith
the AIDS virus, on with

Another company, Oncogen, a Seat-
tie biotechnology company that is &
subsidiary of Bristcl-Myers in New
York, plans to ask the F.D.A. by the end
of March for approval to test a differ-
ent prospective vaccine on humans, ac-

-eording to Dr. George J. Todaro, the

e e e - R s e e ad

mental vaccine as a result of tests op

%Emn.ﬁﬂ.ﬂm vaccine might serve two
purposes: to prevent AIDS infection,

chimpanzees, .

using a cembinatien of two of the
virng's surface proteins, GP-118
{sometimes called GP-120) and GP-41.
Oncogen used genstic engineering

techniques io insert instroctions fori ey s y
= g il b ments with killed i
mrmnfaciuring GP-11¢ and GP-41 in ) AIDS virus

the vaccinia virus. When the vaccine is
injected into humans, the GP-110 and
GP-41 are expected to stirnulate the
body to produce antibodies.

Genentech of South San Francisco
has taken a different approach, accord-
ing to Dr. David W. Martin Jr., the com-
pany’s vice president for research.
Using their experience in recombinant
DNA technology, Genentech scientists
have used a portion of the AIDS virts
envelope to develop a vaccine. The pro-
tein in the vaccine is believed io ba the
GP-120 protein. Dr, Martin said the

-! vaccine has been administered {o w0

chimpanzees who were then injected

ith an AIDS virus. If the experimenis
are successinl, Geneniech hopes 10
apply for approval for human experi-

ments “later this year,” Dr. Martin’

i mmmm..

. | reactign.
Oncogen has prepared a vaccing|

. meetings

¢ further step, the second antibody is

virus used in & vaccine, the weaker iis
ability to stimulate imnmunity. Thus the
“subumit” vaccines, those-made from!
fragments of virus, tend to bhe weak|
stimulzators of the bedy’s immune sys-
tem unless substances called adju-
vanis are added to them. The Govern-
ment is also offering grants te re
searchers io develop better adjuvanis;
according to Dr. John Nuiter of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases.

Killed Virus:
Is It Safe?

Some existing vaccines, such as a
widely used polio vaccine developed by
Dr, Jonas Salk, use kiiled versions of an
entire virus. Many scientists have
avoided ihis approach with AIDS be-
cause they fear that some virus parti-
cles could remazin alive and cause dis-
sase. * )

-But Dr. Salk has theorized that a

and to touch off d vigorous immune re-
sponse in people infected by the virus.
Dir. 8aik, who is working at the Salk In-
stitute in La Jolla, Calif, iheorizes that
AIDS develops more guickiy in soms
pecple than others because of thelr
weaker, less persisteni immunclogical

Dr. Salk has presenied his idea at
to- stimuiate discussion
ameng scientists about his approach,
Dr. Galle now acknowleges that “‘we
shouid have been doing a lot of experi-
nuch
SCORer. .

Meanwhile, other scientists are using
mixes of different proteins in the hepe
that one will find the Achilles heel of
the AIDS virus. .

Dr. Hilary Koprowski at the Wistar
" Imstitute in Philadeiphia, working with
collesgues elsewhere, is trying perhaps
‘the most novel approach of all for
developing a vaccine. First, a protein
from the AIDS virus is injected info
animals to stimulate production of an
antibody. Thai antibody is then in-
jected into animals to form a second

antibody called an anti-idictype. In a

4 m general, the smaller the part of the

1

used to stimulate production of a third
one, which sheuld be a mimic of the
iirst antibody, bui less likely to be con-
tameinated with infective materials and
therefore safer. This third antibody,
the theory goes, might work as a vac-
cine.




v L . . - " theless, most scientists agree that gatz
V . rﬁma@m’.—;\wNmmm . and experience gained from chimpan-

, . . . . zee studies could improve the design of
Limitations - human experiments, although an AIDS

vaccine that fails in chimpanzees
So {ar, the chimpanzee, the closest Inight still' work in humans. And the
animal relative to humans; is the only National Institutes of Health, having
animal scientists have been able io in- lledrned that no comprehensive survey
fect with the AIDS virus. While infected ~ has been made of the variety of ani
chimpanzees develop antibodies and- . mals tested for susceptibility to-AIDS
some develop swallen lymph nodes, is encouraging researchers to ‘search
they do not devejop cutright AIDs, ‘for smaller amimals that might be al-
limiting their usefulness as an experi- - ‘ternatives to chimpanzees for testing
mental model. Still, many officials theeffectivenessof a vaccine. - :
view this anfmal as the final test before .... _

judging whether to try & proposed vac- | 1 P ’ . L

cine on humans, Z.Ouﬂ.ﬁ m.ﬂm,.m.m.. LA
To mm.ﬂﬂ varicus American research . . :

groups have injecied six potential vee-  FytRical Issue -

cines infto about a dozen chimpanzees, L

P

according to Dr. George J. Galasso, an “Although they could pose unknowr
owmnwm:u.% the National Institutes of risks to the vohintesrs, there-i “ne
Health i Bethesda. Many more chim- other choice” but 0 proceed - with
panzees fave been used in other kXinds  human experiments, Dr. Fauci_said.
of AIDS research, ) - “Vaccine development or even {eSting
. Classically, a vaccine’s effectiveness  should not come tc a half untfl we
ig tested in animals by injecting the delineate what that protective immune
vaccine and then, after antibodies ap-  ‘responseis,” he said, v i
pear, infecting or “challenging” ihe. Dr. Jefirey C. Laurence, an AIDS re-
‘animal with the disease virus. Early searcher at New York Hospital-Cornel
.results from such tests in chimpanzees Medical Centery said that umtil re-
-have created uncertainty about their searchers devised new techriques to
wvalue in proving the worth of AIDS vac- make an AIDS vaccing, it was almeost
e inevitabie that ““the science will get a
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cines. ) L e
A further complication is that chim- little quick and dirty” as some re-
. panzees are endangered and new imm-  Searchers try “the shot in the dark thae :
ports from Africe are not ailowed, might provide the big break.” ’ ) “The New York Times/ Josh R. Lopez
leaving researchers dependent on the ' Experimental vaceines that survive Dr. Allan L. Goldstein of George Washington University is head of a
- 500 or so animais now availabie in the - e —emos —r Wl 0T T

team that has applied for permission to conduct human vaccine trials.

United States for medical résearch. : ot ey s G U
T ‘Some of them are also needed for other mine which antiboaiss are nroduce. " On e = A ———— — i
SUIRe O3 Lemn T.olk SIS WILCS BNuSodies are py e ne conventional Way of reStmg . . idemiologisis 1
i priority medical uses and for breeding a small number of voluniesrs, will ¢ imenzal oy O Testmg mate and what epidemiologists lear
e be elgible for | e trinis of | | b LUCHuAl VACCHIC 1S {0 give it about where and how fast the epidemi
- for future purposes. - e De efigible for largescale trials of &7 haif the velunteers and a piacebo, ; : mE R
" To r%mcwmm the scarce wﬁaﬁm, a abiiity o protect against AIDS. Th T . he ot w&mh 15 Spreadig.
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Noa 0 ; . mmnd 5 i any scientists pin their hope:
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) e paams oﬂ P ﬁo%ﬁm&mmﬁ 2 large-scale irials can be designed : | [ ooets e mmnoﬁmw tho; | Was “mot betting on it — I am going &t
\ m .m%m been ﬂﬂwnwzmc %Hmmm icials tear way that meels ethicz] standards | articipant, Dr. Friedrich W ,».m Dei | Planfor the worst””
+ there may be luiure snortages. - . . provides valid data within a reasonz =~ |PoLGoibens DL ol Pl The prospects are unceriain, But the
A difficult and controversial iopic for 5 narding fn o iy hardt of the Max von Pettenkofer Ins: s fe tlyed o % Sl
Cdi ; £ AIDS fme. Acterding fe curremi thinki : naiurs of science is that it takes onl
. discussicn al a meeting on AIDS vac- sore trials'will seek homosexual - - one good idea tg achieve success.
¢ine research, to be sponsored meXt .o younteers and others will s As obitugries and concern in- 4
V) month by the Public Health Service, is spouses of hemophiliacs or sex pz crease, AIDS is changing lives gnd : —
whether scientists should bypass ex- ners of intravenous drug users. . seripts in Hollyweod. Page CI7. -
N periments in chimpanzees. 1o do mNUmn... cording to Dr. Gary R. Noble, the Al -
. c ments on humans, and, if so;under  coordinator Zor fhe Department ; ol Ger Th
: e i what circumstances, ‘Health and i tute in Munich, West Germany. Th
] P Wi ) . Heaiih and Human Services, other similar igene i be cla:
i At least three other human vaccines s 113 § ; and other, similar issues must be clar
: | — those against whooping congh, He. ° Lo.ouents could involve volunteers  |5.4in the comine vear so that early &
N . w.wwm mm :..Nmﬂ % S e crs Africa and Haiti, where the dissase eriments can be succeeded by larg
- _Inophiius & w@, 2 wn Emdﬁmmumon o more widespread than i is in ¢ m;m:“m € 500N 25 eviGence WArrents.
. . T Were markeied by moving directly United States. Buf if most voluntee . |7 00 o0 i =
 into hurians without exterisive testing are taking precautions {o avoid inf: If and when an effective AIDS vac
in animals because animals _were not tion with the AIDS virus anyway, it w cine is developed, another thorny que:
- susceptible to those bacterial Mfec-  pe expremely difficalr to determine | tion will arise: who should get it? Th
tions, according to wuw. Fauci. Never- t the vaccine is having any useful effec answer may depend on the social cl
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|- The AIDS Virus: Developing a Vaccine
production of a ran
‘rom.developing AIDS
A advance, invasion b
of the virus that

ge of antibodies that battle it. These do

But scientists hope that if a vaccine can
the AIDS virus could be warded off
when injected in the body,

- Once i the body, the AIDS virus provokes
- notnecessarily protectinfectad people
. Induce production of certain antibodies
-, Scientists are trying to locate subunits

productien of protective antibodies.

Reverse transcriptase
Anenzyme the virus usas to take

The Current Search
Some experimental vaccings use oni

- another uses a synthetic version of p
- butothers fear the possibility that some parti

120 and GP-
ose using the entire killed.v

y GP-120, others use combinations of GP-
17. Some experts

cles could remain alive and cause d

- — —_ -

The Series on AIDS

The sertes so far Part 1, on

)
whobmm.ﬁ reported on the far-
reaching impact of AIDS on
New York City's life and spirit. |
Part 2, yesterday, described the
hopes and frustrations in the
search for new treatments, even

\ as thousands of AIDS padents
receive the first promising drug,

Tomerrow: Prevention, the
only avaifable defense against

he AIDS epidemic.
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Attack on the immune
system

THE HUMAN immune system consists
of many different types of white blood
cells, which circulate throughout the body
in blood and lymph, Some of these white
blood cells produce “antibodies”, which are
proteins that can bind to and eliminate
an incredible armay of different foreign
substances, called “antigens”, carried by all
manner of infectious organisms, Other
white blood cells interact with infected or
diseased cells of the body and kill them.
Some white blood cells act as “helper” cells:

“supporting the other cells of the immune

system in their defensive cfforts. Th
may release proteins, for example, that acti-
vate and control the other cells of the

immune system. Yet other kinds of white |

blood cell act as “suppressors”, damping
down the immune response when it has
done its job.

The T4 cells infected by HIV are
“helper” cells. So when HIV infection kills
the T4 cells, the immune system is

virus NFECTED T4 CELL

Latent DNA
'provirus’

ACTIVATED T4 cell gcﬁvared
INFECTED by foreign antigen
T4 CELL

o e X
2oid iy YA
% ) T ceskited N )1
S
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I '
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How the virus takes over white blood cells

F'adually deprived of this crucial help. The
oss of T4 ceils thus causes selective damage
to one component of the immune system.
Strictly speaking, HIV does not kill a
person with AIDS. Instead, the “immune
deficiency” caused by the virus leaves the
individual’'s body wvulnerable to oppor-
tunistic infections. These infections mc:i( be
mild or even go unnoticed in healthy
people. Yet they can spread out of control
when a deficient immune system gives
them the chance, AIDS sufferers can also
fall victim tosome rare t_ypdc oftumour,such
as “Kaposi’s sarcoma”, which also takes
advantage of a deficient immune system.
The immune system of a person with
AIDS generates antibodies that bind to the
virus. But as with many viruses, these anti-
bodies offer little protection against disease.
The presence of these antibodies in the
blood does allow people infected with HIV
to be identified however. We do not yet
know what kinds of bodily defences may
operate against HIV., Andrew Scott

%‘é e New viruses| |
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AT ahi B A B Tt Eet

AIDS Has Been Cruel
'To Greenwich Village
And Its Homosexuals

Signs Abound of the Dying;
. Businesses Are Shuttered:
* - Some Neighbors Help Qut

ﬁ.o%#&m m.mmﬂ.m the m,mgm.

By ELLEN GRapaM ané RocER RiCKLEFs
Slaff Reporiers.of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

NEW YORX -On the playgrourd at P.S.
41 in Greenwich Viliage, children eight and
nine years oid have devised 2 game called
“AIDS." When a child is tagged, he “has
AIDS" until he tags someone back.

Tnher office 2 few blocks awey, internist

Joyce Wallace sends a stock letter ip
mothers of her patients who die of AIDS.
How many has she sent? “Hundreds,” Dr.
Wallace teplies,
. Ayoung Job applicant frets about baving . ;
told a prospective empleyer that he has .
AIDS. He gets the job. It turns out the
employer has AIDS, t0Q.

AIDS has cut a cruel swath through
Greenwich Village, an affluent old neigh-
borhcod of 61,000 on Manhattan’s West Side, -

Traditionally a haven' for artists, writers

and bohemians, the Village is generally
assumned to have a homosexual population
as high as 25% or 30% - altogether perhaps
18,000 people.

" Accordingly, the Viliage has becorme an
epicenter of acquired immune deficiency
syndrome, the fatal immunity disorder that
in the U.S. struck first among homosexual
men. Some 270,000 Americans are expected
to bave contracted AIDS by 1991 —mnearly
nine times the total so far. Thus, the-
Village's experience ray serve as = harhin-
ger for other communities as years go
by.

Village Toll

- Of more than 9,000 cases of AIDS
reported to date in New York City, at least”
700 have been clustered in the Village,
according to the New York City Health
Department—roughly the same number =
counted in the whole state of Illinois. More
than .half have died, most of them men,
many of them young. The survivors include
legions of the “worried well” fearful that

 they, too, might be incubating the dis-

ease.
It all happened so fast. Less than six
years ago, just a handfnl of tases had en ;.
Here in the Village, life goes on in bistros
and coffechouses on houtique-lined streets.
But more young men these days get around
with the help of canes or walkers. Wartime - |
‘metaphors spring to people’s lips. Ang the.

. keeping of iists has become a grotesque
. commonplace.

Att critic and historian Robert Rosenb-
loom sat down with his wife 2 few weeks ago
and tallied 20 dead and 10 sick with AIDS in
their immedizie circle of artists, musenrm
people and collectors. '“That seems over-
whelming for our tiny world,” he says. "it's
50 grisly switching back and forth from the

present to the past tense —trying to remem-

Plague Years: Greenwich Village Struggles to Cope

With Emotional, Social and Economic Impact of AIDS

“* . Cemiinued From First Poge
problams,” gays Mindell Seidlin, the medi-
cal direetor of Bellevue's AIDS program.
The nedications they receive are big guns,
with a lot of side effects and toxicity. They
Teceive many diagnostic procedures. They
are weak, debilitated, can't feed- them-
: Ww_.éﬂ they need help to the bathrogm and
ave severe diarrhea, ‘And 30% develop

démentia,”

7. " Robert Cecchi, the health ombudsman at
the Gay Men's ‘Health Crisis advocacy
roup bere, estimates that AIDS patients
Tequire seven to 14 hours of direct attention
#day, whereas hospitdls are designed to
defiver only about three. (Belevue places
the most sericusly il in a special 10-bed unit
where they eack get more than six bours of
niirsing care. daily.) Mr. Cecchi says, the
labor-intensive aspect of the disease creates
“problems in every hospital, on every
foor.” The GMHC recejves 80 complaints a
month about hospital care. Lo
“ Meanwhile, hospitals here face the worst
mursing shortage since World War II, When
A~ Vingeat's went to Britain to recruit
rating-ropm nurses, it had no takers.

- The hospital's medical director, Lambert

King, says the reason was fear of AIDS.
~ The cost of care is staggering. Bellevue:
is Teimbursed ai ‘an average daily rate of
gbout $600 for each Medicaid-eligible ATDS
patient; it receives about $500 for those
covered by private insurance. Yet the
hospital says it costs around $800 per day to
treat each one. The shortfall - now totaling
about $12,000 a. day—comes - from city

coffers. To qualify for the supplementary -

Medicaid rebmbursements, patients must be
dizgnosed as having AIDS under the Cen-
ters for Disease Control definition. Doctors
say that such cases represent just a fraction
of thase actually siek. According ta the ChC
in Atlanta, there now are five to 10 times as
many cases of AIDS-related complex, or
ARC, as there are of AIDS, strictly de-
fined.
Frightening Future
g=-Vhen 1 think five years out, it frightens
g Says Bellevue’s Dr. Seidlin. *The
Wtn Isn't designed to take care of this-
Nany acutely ill patients.” -

.+ N¢ arnount of training prepares resi- -

tents, joterns and nurses for the stress of
treating the stream of young, dying pa-
tignts. Some hospitals now offer counseling
tp_their staffs, but those who deal with the-
répeated crises of the acutely ill have little
bime to o more than suppress their own:
- Gespair. By contrast, David Kaufman, an
alteailing physician at St. Vincent's who,
also has a private Village practice, sees
AIDS patients outside the hospital as well.
™I get 1o know them,” he says. “T see they.
have Hves—good lives. P'm very touched by
thern. It sustains me.”
*. When patients are ready fov discharge
from hospitals, they often have nowhere to
0. They may have lost their jobs and, with
savings depleted by medical bills, many
Can’t afford to pay Tent. About 650 homeless

pecple with AIDS live in New York City,
according to the AIDS Resource Center, &
Village-based group that attempts to find
thern housing. Many sleep on friends'
couches, though some live on the street. And
a few—clty officials estimate 30 to 35 at any

given time-are warchoused in hospitals

because, as Mr. Cecchi puts it, *'you can’'t
discharge terminal patients to  Central
Park.”

Long-term residences for such peaple
are almost nonexistent. The only one of any
size in the city is Bailey House, recently
converted from a small Village hoted. It will
eventually hold 44 men and womnen with
ATDS.

Violent Backlash

Even in Greenwich Village, one of New
York's most laissez fzire neighberhoods, the
AIDS crisis has provoked a stinging back-
lash, Reported violent incidents committed
against homosexuals here have nearly
tripled in the past two years, says the New

York City Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence -

Project, a New York state-financed group.

- Between 0% and 15% of the violence ocours

in the Village, says David M. Werthelmer,
the group’s executive director, He adds that

" it is commiifted by Village residents as well

as by outsiders. Deputy Police Inspector
Eison Gelfand, the commander of the
precinet servirg Greenwich Village, says,
“AIDS gives peaple an excuse for vio-
lence.” . i .
One night early last year, for instance, 2
group of youths yelled at two men they
assumed to be homosexuals, "Here come
the AIDS carriers. Let’s kill them,” Mr.
Wertheimer reports. The gang assaulted the

pair on a Village street, hitting one on the

head with a garbage can.

- ATDS has also struck business, especially
in_the most heavily homosexual areas.
Police officials say pedestrian traffic on
Christopher Street, long a gathering place of
hornosexuals, has plunged by as much as
40% on weekend nights, The decline “has
affected zll of the shops,” says storekeeper
Rob KilgaHen. These days, he says, he
closes his eandle shop at 8 p.m., compared
with 10 or 11 p.m. two years ago. He says he

knows of three shopkeepers on his block who .

have died of ATDS—a florist and the owners
of a card shop and a store selling movie
memorabilia, .
Declining Bar Business o

. At least three bars catering to hornosex-
uals in the Village have closed for lack of
business, among them a place called Peter
Rabhit - and others feel the pinch. “In three
years, my tips went down 30%," says
Michaed Loria, who last year quit his job as
waiter at Julius, a Village gay bar.

The backlzsh may be weakening as fear
of getting AIDS from casual contact con-
tinues to fade. The opening of the Bailey
House residence this winter provoked less
public outery than the opéning of a much
smaller facility did a year earlier. Three

doors up Christopher Street from i néw
residence, Charlotie’s Cafe, a restaufant
specializing in food of the Southwest, opened

March 1. “We Jmew about Bailey Hotrsap”
says Larry Peters, the restaurant's generdl -

manager, “but we, got & good lease”
‘Real-estate prices in the Village seeny

‘generally to be unaffected by AIDS and the

omnipresent signs of the disease. Vacancy

rates are low, as always, prices high, Any -

softness seems typical of New York market
conditions generally. B
Besides provoking .reaction, the AIDS
crisis has prompted -an outpouring of
vofunteer sacrifice that is ftself changing
lives.. Jane Ellen Best, 29, who was a

financlal adviser at Sanford C. Bernstein & ~
Co., and Ganga Stone, 45, who managed a

food-vending business, quit their jobs to

organize God's Love We Defiver. With &0 -

volunteers, the .growp distribates meals
donated by restaurants to people with
AIDS. e,

With - hospitals- and” social agencies ill-
‘preparex] for the burdens of this epidemic,
much of the long-term care of the sick has
fallen to friends, families and volunteers. Tt
has been a herpic mobilization. Mr. Sher-
noff, the psychotherapist, and his room-
mate, Phil, took over the exhausting daily
care of Mr. Shernoff’s brother, Henry, who
had AIDS. Henry Shernoff lived out the last
11 mouths of his life'in the two men’s livieg
room, which was equipped with " oxygen
tank, wheelchair and other apparatus. “Fhil
didn’t like Henry rouch-1I didn't even like
Henry much,” Mr. Shernoff says. “But my

- family was amazed by Phil’s behavior —how

a ‘coiuplete stranger’ couwld displiay such
kindness. It taught my parents ancther

Gefinition of family.”
‘Changing Lives -

AIDS, which i5 transmitted through

. sexual contact or intravenously, is alse

changing the lives of people whoarer’t
involved, and hope to stay that way. The

_Anti-Violerce Project's Mr. ‘Wertheimer .
says half a dozen of his friends who are *

homosexnal zow abstain from sex. Others
have sought refuge in stable, monogamous
relationships. - | . -

Yet, Mr. Wertheimer says, ““there Is still
great misinformation, especially ammong the
YOuRg."” A city-commissioned videotape on
AIDS is being shown at schools in ‘many
other cities, but New York youngsiers have
yel to see it. The controversial tape still is

being revised for local consumption, a -

school-board official says. .

By all accoonts, heterosexuals;, who
statisticafly still are in less danger, have
been much slower than homosexuals to

" change their sex lives, A ¥illage nurse who

deals with many AIDS patients admits she
“isn't cautious about safe sex” with her

boyfriend of four months. “We are where

the gay commumity was five years ago,” she

says. “It's funny how we al selfde .

struct,”

) counted in the whole state of Illinois. More
than .half have died, most of them men,
many of them young. The survivars include
legions of the “worried well” fearful that

they, too, might be incubating the dis- |

ease.
1t all happened so fast. Less than six

years'age, Just a handful of eases had been, .
BB i ying BaeJust PLEGAT

Here in the Viilage, life goes on in bistros
and coffechouses on houtique-lined streets.
But more young men these days get around

- with the help of canes or walkers. Wartime
"metaphors spring to people’s lips. And the.
keeping 'of lists has become = grotesque
tommenplace.
. Art eritic and historian Robert Rosenb-
Joom sat down with his wife a few weeks ago
and taflied 20 dead and 10 sick with AIDS in
their immediate circle of artists, museum
pecple and collectors. **That seerns over-
whelming for our tiny world,” he says. "It's
8o prisly switching back and forth from the
present to the past tense - {rying to remem-
ber who has died, who is dying.”
Bereavement Overlpad
- Psychotherapist Michael Shernoff calls
it bereavement overload. “You cars't finish
mourning the death of one friend,” he says,
*when you're hit withk another.” Because
the disease Is invarizbly fatal, he adds,
mourning begins with the diagnosis. AIDS
has killed Mr. Shernoff's own brother, many
friends, 13 patients and seven residents of
his 46-umit apartment building, he says.
" Many Villagers haven't felt the epidemic
that Intensely, of course: But AIDS can
intrude unéxpectedly in daily life. JoAnne
Besmett, a mursing-magazine editor, tells of
visiting a local shop -after returning from
vacatioh. T remarked to the clerk that he
looked a lot thinner,” she says. “'He said he
had been sick and, suddenly, it clicked. You
tcme to realize it is the butcher, the baker,
the candiestick maker. It is your neighboz-
heod, and people will get sick.”
" Aboui once a day, police in the Village
precinct answer an AIDS emergency call.
Ar the schoof attached to §t. Luke in the
Felds Episcopal church, children pray
dnring chapel for 2 cure for AIDS. “Many of
their parents’ friends have died,” explains
Liicia Baliangine, the assistant rector. Since
the first of the year, the church has held six
nerals for men who died of AIDS.

Forming Gronps -
No fewer than 60 AIDS support groups

" are offered each week in the Village area: -

healing  circles, bereavement groups,
voups for parents of peeople with-AIDS,
%ﬁ.@m for women with AIDS {one provides
aby sitting), a group for veterans with
AIDS and a group conducted in Spanish.
. Hospitals spill over with patients in acute
slages of the illness. At St. Vincent's
Hospital —where 75 years ago survivors of
- the Titanic sinking were taken—the surge of
AIDS admisslons bas helped push the
ganeral occupancy rate up to 97%. Officials
say 1t is now often difficult to find beds for
new patients of any kind. Ar Bellevue
Hospital, a big municipal facility close to
the Village, the average daily AIDS census
= §5 patients, up from 30 two years agu.
"AJD& patients now gecupy more than & thivd
of the beds in Bellevue’s internal-medicine
service. Hundreds more are seen for ontpa-
tient treatment.

Sheer mumbers, of course, don’t tell the
£l story. AIDS patienis are needier than
most, requiring hospital stays twice the
average length. An AIDS patient’s stay at'

" Eellevue averages 22 or 23 days, compared
with nine days for other interzalnedicine
patients. “They have mmultinle immediate

\
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A*FRENCH researcher has injected himself and
several other volunteers with a :potential AIDS
vaccine, the ‘first time such o test has been
carried out on humeans, according to a letter
published today in the scientific jeurnal Nature.

Yn ' the . experiment, - which
other researchers have called
“Yaring” and “exciting work™

tiie. French dottor, Daniel Zag--

ury of the Pierre and Marie
Ctrie  University in Paris,
reported feeling no ill effects.
More importantly, he
reported that his bady raised
immune defences against two
widely differing strains of the
AIDS virus. This may be
important because a vaccine
against: one strain of the
AIDS virus does not neces-
sarily protect agasinst the
many strains in existence,
Zagury's experience does not
show that the vaeccine can pre-

vent AIDS. infection, but lays.

scale test. o .
Xagury and the government

the groundwork for a fgll_-

of Zaire. — one of the nations
hardest hit by AIDS - plan
to begin a much larger test of
the possible vaccine, with hun-
dredls of volunteers, if the
preliminary work continues to

- be promising. .

The work also gives weight
to the growing consensus
among résearchers that it is
not necessary and may not be
very useful to Lry to prove
the effectiveness of an AIDS
vaccine in chimpanzees before
working with bumans.

-As the report was published,
researchers said that several
biatechnology companies have
tried ‘vaccines on chimpanzees
to see’yf they can raise anti-
bodiés,; which disable infecting
microbes: .

Zagury said he injected him-

self several months ago with
“yaccine rcreated by Bernard

Mass and his colleagues at the
U.S. National Institutes of
Health.

Asked if he were afraid,
Zaguryt said there was no rea-
son 1o think the vaccine
would he unsafe. “But the
night following the vaccination

[ I was still not asleep by five

in the morning."”
#® American drug  maker
Bristol-Mayers said today it

‘had developed a potential vae-

cine against AIDS and  will
ask the US Food and Drug
Administration  (FDA)  this
month for permission tn test
it in bumans.

It is the secend US research
organisation to seek permis-
ston for human testing of . an
AIDS vaccine. A team headed

by Dr. Allan - Goldstein of ;

Goorge WAshington University
in Washington was the first.
An FDA sppotkesman has

said it is possible human tests|

ing -of AIDS vaccines might
begin Hiy the end of the sum-
mer, but the marketing of

such a vaccine was still probr’

ably years awiy.
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% The economi
" _the stakes are high

 not to have AIDS have

>

H1» corumn has to

do with economics.

AIDS is an
economic problem as
well as a social one. It
will cost money to treat;
the tragic deaths of
young people will
involve the waste (to
the economy) of the
money spent on their
education. So why
should not this column
deal with it? ‘

There is talk of a national
campaign; but if anything is
clear at the moment, it is
that there is no call for a
pational campaign. For all the
evidence is that AIDS is
contacted by members of
-tsolated groups. Why then
have a national campaign?
The British Department of

Health gave a breakdown of
the 590 British cases up to
November, 1986. ’

HOMOSEXUALS .ccvrsronssseriss 533
Haemophiliacs and
recipients of biood R

Heterosexuals infected
abroad largely in Africa..18
Drug addictS.. e 12
Heterosexuals infected
_ All the abov belong to
isolated grpups‘.except the

“hetrosexuals, who are a4 mera
3 p.c, of the whole, If we say
that homosexuals form 1/20th
of the UK population, then,
since 25 times as many
homosexuals get AIDS as
hetrosexuals, then il can he
seen that homosexuals are
500 times more likely to
contact AIDS than
hetrosexuals. Indeed if we
confine our attention to the 4
hetrosexuals who contacted it
in the UK (and it is this the
campaign is trying Lo stop)
then homosexuals are 2,500
times more likely to generate
AIDS than hetrosexuals.

So why. then have a
national campaign, dirested
without regard to their
orientation, at all those who
engage in sexual activity? It
seems Ccrazy.

All sports have dangers, a
few like mountain climbing
and motor racing being
perhaps the worst. If we had
a situation where mountain-
climbing was proved to cause
80 p.c. of all sporting deaths
and to be 2,500 times more
dangerous than sport as &

By Hugh Munro

The Right ldea

whole, and a few other
specialist sports were known
te be highly dangerous, who
would mount a national
campaign for safety in sport
which did net concentrate on
mountain climbing? o

And therein lies the rub.
There are grave risks in
mounting 2 national AIDS
campaign which doeals
realistically with the role of
nomosexuality. 1t positively
jnvites the public to see
homosexuals as lepers, It
should net be dene. And
because we cannot mount a
realistic national campaign,
“we should not mount an
unrealistic. one. The problem
is too serious for that. Surely
the first approach must be to
approach the hotmosexual
community and offer them
help and finance to deal with
the AIDS problem instde that
community. After all, they
know best what motivates
homosexuals.

And the emphasis on the
condom shows little awareness
of people's psychology. If two
peopte who know themselves

cs of AIDS T

intercourse, they do not need |

~ to use a condom. When one

of them Insists on a condom,
hesshe is in effect saying to
the partner either “I may
have AIDS but still want to
put you at risk by having
intercourse with you' of “I
feel that whatever you say,
you may have AIDS." Either
way, the. whole transaction of |
intercourse is devalued to a
matter of calculating
promiscuity.

What do homosexuals think
of all this? It would be
importent to know. It does
seem clear that they are
add_lc;ecl to risk. The way in
which high-placed Englishmen
;‘egu}arl:.' get caught being
involved, Jike Oscar Wilde, in
tatty involvement with rent
boys, bears evidence to this, I
cannot see the ‘use of the
condom as being particularly
attractive to them.

But we do not know the
answers to all these

-problems; and it is widely

premature to embark of a
national! campaign until we
do. The state, after all,
cannot claim great skill in
these matters. One failed
brucellosis campaign is
enough. This time the stakes
are far higher. We need to

"get tings right.
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Japan to

JAPAN and South Korea are
planning tough measures aimed
at preventing the spread of Aids,
Both countries have relatively few
Aids victims at present and both
are about to pass laws which will
rohibit the entty of foreigners
infected with the disease.

Foreigners hoping to go to Ko-
rea to work will be required to
present the results of blood tests
indicating that they are frec of
Aids, The proposed Japanese bill
is said to give immigration au-
thorities the right to deny entty to
individuals whom they suspect of
having the discase,

It i3 not clear how the Japancse
intend to do this. A Japanese

* company has, however, perfected
8 machine which can perform
Aids tests on 240 blood samples in
half an hour,

Tourists will still be permitted
to enter South Korea without
blood tests, But the government
there is planning to force all of
the country’s prostitutes, who
must carry health certificates at
all times, to undergo tests for
Aids.

Officials of both countries have

T3]97 4 8 1 .
ban Aids carriers

From Andrew Horvat
in Tokyo

refused to comment on the pro-
posed legisiation, An official of
Japan's health ministry told The
Independent that “a number of
measures are being considered”,
The Korean law will empower
prosecutors to ask for fines and
prison sentences for “carriers
who infect others with the fatal
discase”, according to the Koreq
Herald, a newspaper which closely
reflects government thinking.

Provisions for sentences of up
to one year in prison and fines of -
£1,300 have been deleted from the

latest version of the Japanese bill,
Even in its diluted form, however,
the Japanese bill has encountered
opposition from haemophiliacs,
doctors and civil rights advocates,
The majority of Japan’s 29 known
Aids victims are haemophiliacs
who caontracted the disease
through blood products imported
from the US,

The most controversial aspects
of the bill are provisions which

will make it illegal for persons

with Afds to engage in sexual ac-
tivities, and which will empower

- docters to report to the authori-

tics the names and addresses of
those who do so,

Itis not clear how local authori-
ties Intend to enforce the no-sex
tule, but local authorities will
have the right to fine those who
are suspected of having Aids but
who refuse to undergo medical
tests, .
The father of a hasmophiliac

boy who contracted the disease

from contaminated blood de-
nounced the bill on television,

saying: f‘%o% to.turn victims
into VIctimise#: ifi-the eyes of the '

public,-through a combination-of

ignorance and prejudice.”

The move to punish those who
spread Aids can be traced in Ja-
pan to the death in January of a
prostitute, Japan's first female
Aids victim. Unconfirmed reports
indicating that the prostitute was
infected by a bisexual foreign
sailor caused an outburst of xeno-
phobia, Signs in English now warn
forcigners against entering mas-
sage parlours and many bars
throughout Japan,
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Test on
Aids
vaccine

A SCIENTIST in ¥rance was
yesterday believed to <ave
become the first person to
test a prototype  wvaccine
against Aids — by injecting it
into himself.

on animals.
But Daniel Zagury, of the

Université Pierre et Marie |

Curie in Paris, has now taken
the vital next step of starting
tests on human volunteers.

He has been vaccinated him.
self, and the vaccine has also
been given to a small number
in Zaire, one of the African
countries hard hit by the Aids
virus.

The development, reported |
by Zagury and fellow |

researchers in the British sci-
ence journal Nature, will fuel
 hopes that a vaceine to pre-
jvent the spread of Aids wi]l
ibe found soon.

! The scientists monitored |
Zagury once a week for nine |

‘weeks following tmmunisation,
and said they did not detect
any defects in ‘his body's
immune system.

They do not know, however,
whether this immune response
is strong enough to protect
people against Aids. Nobody is
vet taking the risk of being
vaccinated and then being
deliberately exposed to the
virus to find out. :

Experts stress that the tests
do not mean that a wvaccine
has - definitely - been- - found,
That task is expected to take
.several years. -

Researchers  around  the ;
world have already developed i
a number of candidate wvac. f
cines which they are testing |}

———
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tip from

the British?

THE HEALTH Education Bureau
has come in for a lot of criticism
because of its delay in preparing a
suitably blunt and hard-hitting
anti-AIDS TV campaign.

Part of the problem reportedly Hes in
the difficulty of finding actors and
actresses to take part in the short AIDS
films — after all, since Harp Lager had
to go to England to find “Sally O'Brien
and the way she might look at you,” it
must be well nigh impossible to find an
Irish actress willing to make her name
by giving the hero something even more
perturbing than a come-hither glance . .,

But our health authorities have finally
prepared their campaigns . . . with a
little help from a most unlikely sourcet
Margaret Thatcher, of all people. had an
unwitting hand in getting the campaign
off the ground.

When the former Taoiseach, Dr,
FitzGerald, was in London earlier this
year for the meeting of the 12 EEC
heads of Government, and all 12 premiers
were seated around the table, Mrs.
Thatcher took the opportunity to give
them all a sneak preview of the UK
AIDS programme in the form of
information packages.

But unlike the rest of the Prime
Ministers, who politely skimmed through
the literature and left them behind, Dr.
FitzGerald packed his into his briefcase,
took it back to Dublin on the-plane and
passed it on to former Health Minister
Barry Desmond, who in turn gave it to
the offlcials drawing up plans for the
Irish campaign.

Whether or not the brging of the best
British admen and medics will be picked
for the flght against the illness in this
country, we will have to wait and see.
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Thousands
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in AIDS

test scare

THOUSANDS of
haemophiliacs may have
contracted AIDS from
commercially’ processed
blood  coagulants, and
muitinational pharmaceu-
tical companies may have
to pay milliocns in com-
petisatioh to wictims, in-
dustry expents said in
Bonn  yestenday.

“It's . an  unprecedented
catastrophe,” said Mr,
Karl-Hermann  “Schulte
‘Hiller, a lawyer who
specialises in  product-
Tiability ligitation.
Damages could reach
DM500 millionr (£187.18
million) in West Germany
mlone, according to an
carly industry estimate. -

The problem came to
light on Tuesday when
the weekly news magazina
Der Spiegel. reported that
about  “half of  the
country’s 4,000
haemophiliacs’ were sero-
positive, meaning they
have - been infected with
the Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome
virus, and could go on to
develop the so-far
incurable disease.

Numerous  complaints
have already been lodged
against various
rharmaceutical compares,
the magazine reported.

At the Frankfurt Stock
Exchange, the reaction

was Immediate — the
West German chemital
giant, Bayer, saw its stuck
plunge four per cent, as
did the large insurance
companies that cover the
pharmaceutical industry.

Bayer issued a
statement on  Tuesday
acknowledging that
products for the
treatment of haemophilia
manufactured before 1985
could have transmitted
the AIDS virus,
Coagulants produced since
then were safe, a Baver
spokesman, Mr. Heiner
Springer, added. )
® Meanwihile single
men seeking life insurance
or ‘mortgage cover are
likely to face an AIDS
quiz into their sex lives.

Insurance companies
will want to know about
their life styles to ensure
they mre not at risk of
contracting “the  killer
diseasée,

Only "if they can prove
they are living alone or in
a ‘Monogamous
relationship”  will  they
stand a chance of being
insured with many
companies. .

And anyone shown by
& new catch-all question
to be homosexual or a
drug abuser could be
turned down ‘or face a
heavily loaded premium.

< .
___> C,,.,,..-w"" =
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Blood Donofs
In Soviet Face
~AIDS Testing

N\ LTSI £

MOSCOW, March 18 (Reuters) — [
Millions of Soviet blood donors are to 9.2
be screened for the AIDS virus to pre-
vent the spread of the disease through
blood transfusions, a leading Soviet
scientist said in a newspaper mterwew
published today. -

The scientist, Viktor Zhdanov, head
of the Vim]ogy Institute at the Soviet
Academy of Medtcal Sciences, told the
Government daily Izvestia that some
30 AIDS patients were now registered
in the Soviet Union, buit-two-thirds of
them were resident foreipners.

The first known case of acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome, detected in
1986, was that of a Soviet girl who con-
tracted the virus through a blood trans-
fusion.

'Dr. Zhdanov said that although the
deadly virus posed much less. of a
threat heré than in_the United States
and Western Europe, the Soviet Union
was determined not to let it go un-
checked.

Soviet Search for. Vaceine

Soviet scientists are searching for a
vaccine against the virus, which
breaks down the body’s ability to fight
disease, Dr. Zhdanov told the newspa-
per, and the mass screening of blood
donors will begin scon, he said.

Systematic checks, made according
to medical ethics, will also be carried
out among high-risk groups, including
drug addicts, Dr, Zhdanov sald.

“A healthy family life is diametri-
cally opposed to sexual perversion and
every citizen should know that sexual
perversion is not only immoral but also

dangerous '* he added. . o
Dr. Zhdanov's comments follow -
jearlier official press reports about .

AIDS which portrayed the virus as a
problem of the decadent West.

Some articles even suggested that
the disease had been manufactured in
Pentagon germ warfare laboratories.

i

Sy
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Researcher Describes a Promising AIDS T

By PAULLEWIS
swc[al 1o The New York Tlmes

PARIS, March 18 — Dr.-Daniel Zag:"
ury, the first researcher known to test

an experimental AIDS wvadeine on”

human beings, todsy disclosed details™
of the vacelne's trials and described

what he sald were promising experl-

ments with a new kind of therapy

against the deadly disease.

1n an interview in his cluttered labo-

ratory here; the nervously intens

French immunologist stressed that he .
does not claim to have found a cure for..
immune - deficiency - syn- |

acquired
drome, & viral disease that cripples the

body’s defenses agalnst a varlety of le-

thal cancers and infections.

But Dr. Zagury, who heads the de-
partment of cellular physiology at the .

University of Plerre & Marie Curle,

sald that two critically i1l AIDS victims'
In Zaire had '‘recovered dramatically

from their symptoms’ as a result of
his treatment. L ’ .

Although close to death early last

year, the two Africans have been able -

to restme work and lead fairly normat
lives for the last elght menths after un-
dergoing an experimental new therapy
that invelves manipulation of their
white bliood cells outside the body, Dr,
.- Zagurysald., . :
" Long-Term Prospects Uncertalu. .
The two patients are still infected
with the AIDS virus, however, méaning
that that they could suffer a relapse of
the disease, * | :
~ "We doit't know what will happen to

 Keystone Parls Plcture Group/Jean-Flyrre Buron

- Dr. Daniel Zagury in his labora-

tory at the University of Pierre &

Marie Curiein Paris, - S

yvolunteers in an effort to prove its

. Inside the vaceinia virus, a harmless

The scientists saldiiey regarded the |
production: of cell-mediated fmmunity |
as especlally important because |t I
might help a vaccine cope with the di- .
versity of strafnd of the AIDS virus.
They said that neutralizing antibodles -
were were less likely to attack a vari-
ety of different strains. The candidate

published the. first sketchy sclentific
report on an experlmental vaccine de-|
veloped by Dr. Zagury and eolleagues
from France and, Zaire, Dr, Zagury In-
Jected the vaccine into himself dast
year and then [nto séveral Zalrlan

safety and to see whether it would

stimulate production of disease-fight-

vaccine had no side effects, according
Ing antibadies and other Immunplogi-| to the report.

‘calreactions, - - . |
7., Two Reactlons Noted_ Therapy Called Promising ...
:The team's experimental waccine| Other sclentists familiar withZDi.
uses a proteln from the coat of the| Zasury's work provided further detalls
AIDS virus that is delivered to patlents) about the experimeritaktherapy iy,
Dr, Jean-Paul Escande, of Taffier
Hospital in Parls, described the re-
ported recovery of the two African pa-
tients as "almgéthqr'gr&traordinnry."
He said that whilé"$iciins often have
periods of recovery-before suffering a ;
relapse, 't Is very, very rare to see
such a dramatie_fmprovement in pa-
tients when they have sunk that low.”
Dr. Jacques Leibowitch of the René

organism_used ‘In smallpox vaccina-
fons, The team 1s the first {0 attempt
uman trials of an AIDS vaccine, al-
though some American groups expect
to do the same in the coming months,

. In the Nature report, the scientists
ajd that the candidate vaccine had
stimulated two important iminubnologt-
cal reactions, One was“production of
“neutralizing antibodies," which at-|D¢scartes University in Paris de-
tack the invading virugs directly. Thelscribed Dr, Zagury's results as *‘poten-
“second was a “cell mediated” immune' t2lly a very important breakthrough

them in the future or what side effects
there could be,” Dr, Zagury said, ;
© Another eight patients were treated
by the same method at the end of last
year, said Dr. Zagury, who has not vet
published. details of the biood treat-
ment. He said he hoped to release some
results later thisyear, -~ oo -

The French immunclogist spoke on
the day that the British jouraal Nature

-t [ong process of develeping an effective

Jresponse, which allows the body to at- Which shows that techniques of cell
tack infected colls, ) ¢+ Imanipulation can make a real contri- |

' - The experiment js the first step in a; bution.’” _ i
"\ Dr. Leibowitch said that Dr. Zagiiry
H?ggdne{vg&?fggf li‘;";g&?é e:éig_ told him he had treated white cells, re-
tions, which are present in AIDS pa- Moved from the patt8fitskblood, so,that
tients but do not defeat the disease, mﬁly'sieve!oped ‘a coating of viral pt
could successfully fend off invaslon b Ee i The treated cells were then rein-
the AIDS virus. Sclentlsts hope that if, foUuced into the bloodstream where
'they apparently s%@d a renewal
u

Immunity is built before mJection It o vihite blos d cells™

could offer protection,
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_available defenses against the epidem-|-

f .
Fready spurred a broad -awareness of ..
-AIDS throughout much of ﬁgfé'cauntry

For Now, Lone Weapon

_On AIDS Is Prevention

! By PHILIP M. BOFFEY !

As the death toll from AIDS contin-|:City, some worried homosexuals
ues to mount and hopes recede for|wearing safety pins as a sign that ¢
developing a vaccine or cure any time | will practice only ‘‘safer sex,” refus
soon, the nation is turning more vigor- | anal and oral intercourse without
ously and more desperately to the only | protection of a condom.,

In a majority of the nation’s larg

ic: prevention. school systems, educators have int

Educational and public health meas- | duced new and sometimes controy
ures to prevent the spread of the AIDS |sia]l ‘lessons about AIDS, teach
virus from person to person are gain-|youngsters how to aveid the disease,

ing momentum. The campaign has al-

and important changes. in behavior
among some people thought to be most
at risk. But no one believes that nearly
enough has been done,

AIDS: The
Next Phase .

Last of four articles.

In. New York and New Jersey, for-

mer drug addicts have been hired 10 {ther: by abstaining from sex and dn
roam the streets, warning addicts who| of, if abstinence Is refused, using c
inject heroin and cocaine into their|doms and shunning the most ris
veins that contaminated needles can|pehaviors., - .

spread the virus and that they should

And in a rising number of sta:

either give up their habit or sterilize around the country, public health o
their needles. cials are stepping up efforts to tra

In the homosexual bars of New YorI-;_‘ "

t

he spread of the virus through-t

R - |population, to encourage possible v

ims to get themselves tested and

.|warn the sex or needle-sharing pa
ners bf those found infected that the

00, may be in danger. .
The campaign is facing enorm

. Continued on Page BiO, Column 1

~" “Hopes on Treatment

-1 A French researcher describe

| promising experiments with a ne

blood therapy useéd with AIDS p

| tients in Africa, Page BI10.
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* atrisk tg profect themselves is proving

. Idng-term conseguences. Swinging sin-

. ¢iald beem able to extinguish an epi-

&

ks
_'THEE NEW YORK TIMES,
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ofFi

Jpificer, Bie pradually won the confl
dence of the outcasts. ®

R the addicts, he’ cm.mumw of

“Pleach to sterilize their needles or.re-

sexual paraphernalia to her, Toom an
‘Spent’an hour and a half demonstrating

. 'how edsily a condom ¢buld be applied.

He blew up 25 condoms like balioops,
Fving the room a festive appearance

- ‘&5 prostitutes and addicts gathered to

his talk an avoiding-AIDS. -
got the message across,” Mr. De
ng said “The transsexual now re--

ports that she is now using both hleach -

and condoms regularty.””

2 3 Ways of Spreading Vims
“Aifhese emerging prevention efforts.
all seck to give people information that
will enable them to protect themselves
ftom a virus that, for all practical pur-

. Quireach workers, wwmﬂmminm former addicts, > to drug us b > i
section of Brooklyn, They warn the addicts who § inject drugs that contaminated needles can spread ATDS.

ttalldng to ‘drig users on

clals ‘say, is a Shortage &f freatment

“Foe New Yark Times/Chester Higgins Ir.

‘stregt in the Bedford-Stuyvesant

programs for addicts wha do'seek help

m beating their deadly habit. Even be-
{ore the AiDS epidemic; addicts had to’

wait three months or more io gain ad-

mission to treatinent programs in New
-York City. Health officlals are Increas-
.ing the aumber of treatment slots and
reserving some siots for -addiets:
reached by the AIDS workers. But even
s0, Dr. Des Jarlais said, “Weneed to be
praviding much more treatment.” In
New lJersey, Dr. Altman added, “Our
treatment centers are being over-
whelmed.”

Private Groups: -
A ﬁ?ov& Role

Virtnally all experts agree that
strong educational campaigns are
needed, including  measures aimed
specifically at groups such as school-
children, ooflege swdents, minority
grouns and people who are particularly
vulnerable to infection such as prosti-
tates or ihe sex partuers of iniravenons
drog users. i :

- Federal efforts to mount a national
ATIDS education campaign have been
slowed . by arguments over “dirty
words”, in propesed Iaformation bro-
chures and by highlevel disagree-
ments over whether education should
_stress abstinencs Trom sex aad drugs
“or safé ways for partake of sex and
drugs. Only this week, aiter sharp criti-
cishm in Congress, did the Reagan Ad-
ministration issue its plan. [
" "Under the new strategy, the Govern-
ment will provide accurate informa-

; tion' about AIDS to states and com-
4 faunities, but will leave it to Jocal offi-

poses, is spread in only three ways, ail T — — —
of which can be avoided: sexual N8I * oy peaiy authorities believe the re-

e e virus s ha blaodstiedrm, BOrOE system s quie acchrate and

comprehensive in charting the course
of the fall-fledged disease. calls 4 C
. But persuading. many: of these most ~ gﬁmhwﬁﬁwﬁmwgﬁ%g@ﬁ
spread of the virus, which ofen smol-
-dars silently in a person for years be-
Tore causing sympioms of AIDS. 7«

One pathway for the virus has been

.cmﬁmbmﬁwmﬂnﬁ?aﬂmnmﬁmoamnmaw
riant woman 1o the fetus insideher. .

to be a formidable task, health officials
say. Drug addicts desperate Jor their
next fix and acéustomed to using what- .

. ever neédle is handy, dirty or not, are.. ally cut off- medical rusions

‘mow befng asksd to think instead of the: and biood producis. I 1985, a labora-
fory test was introduced to detect the

gles who have thrived on the sexual | nqes 1o the AIDS virus, ensbling

- freedotn of the past two decades are blood banks 0 screen 2l donations.

now being told that monogamy, or at . .
Jeast Eonidoms, may save their lives. - -- The blood banks aiso’ counsel ma.uanm
Mot homosexual men are believed : Who has had & homosexual experiend
to be aware of the deriger and many re- ¢ injected drugs in recent years not .ﬁ_“
rt that they have changed iheir donate blood, with the result that mos
m-tmumﬁnn But offieials worry thatsome authnrities consider the blood supply
who anly occasionally engage I fomo- %5350 B ortrsalh are beginning 10
wexual intercourse may not realize just oo \ermatic use of the blood
- how rampant the AIDS virus already Is [Eore JOFe systemane u .
nons homsexuals and how, risky even test to track the virus in the population.
armang rotected encoumter can be. A recent national conference of health
wwh.@m:w:mmo have public health affi- - officials vetoed the idea of mandatory
ever ™ pubiic blood tests to Iook for the Sau.w in ail
: P By hospital patients or marriage license
2 ch hyman behavior cn .
m wMMMm&WnEMu%_Mmﬁam mn.pmnmmmw come | appilcants. Experts concluded .nwwmﬁaww_m
Tip with an effective drug or vaseins for |05t would be enornious, relatively tew
acquired  tmmune .ﬁmr.lb:qé “ o0 |infected veonle wonld he fromrdoame

sweeping throough singles bars, swing.,
er's clubs andd colleges or high schools,
that sort of thransmission.has thus far
been minor. | The overwhelizing ma-
jority of the AAIDS cases attribated i

heterosexual btrahsmission so far have

been. caused by _intravenous -drug
usel's, espaciallly in the Northeast g
*In New Yorkk City, almost 90 percent
of the cases atittributed to heterosexual
contdct have irinvolved the sex partners
of intravenouss drug users, state drug
officials say. Tlhere has been very little
further transmmission from ihose sex
partners to.otheers, although health offi-
cials worry thaat this may ncrease in
the future. Pooor black and Hispanic
residents of Ndortheastern cities have
been especialljy afflicted by drugre-
lzted AIDS. PR
“The problerm will ot burk out,”
said Don C. Dies Jarlais, toordinator
for AIDS reseearch in the New” York
State Division1 of -Substance Abuse
Serviges. “Probbably 95 percent of ali

‘heavy drug useers [n this COURtTy are

active heteroseexuais. Unless we get
them all to use ssafe sex, we face aprob-
jom of heterrdsexual transmission
which eould beccome, self-sustaining.”
“rg ‘nrohahble firss en.

Wﬁmn&.mmagg.mm&nﬁmﬂ.amm%nmmuq
the virus. . - ... .
| .50 far the infected addicis, who are
-far less mobile than the typical homo-
sexual man, have net spread ihe virus
rapidly to other parts of the country.
Drug-related AIDS has bees most

_| prevalent in New York and northerh

NewJersey. . - S
=In an effort to curb further drug-re-
lated spread, officials have started new
programs to reach both the addicts. and
their sex partners. o '
. iNew York State has trained 30 to £)
formner addicts to go into areas of high
drg use, where they urge addicts o
take a blood test to see if they are in-
fected, to sesk treatment for their ad-
diction, to stop sharing needles or at
least 10 clean their needles and sy-
ringes with bleach oralcobol. ...
iNew Jersey has hired 28 former ad-
dicts to warn drug users how to avoid
AIDS and 10 dispense coupohs that enti-
tle the addicts to three free weeks of
deloxification at a treatment center,
Some 85 percent of the coupons have
beeit redeemed, according to Dr. Bon-
ald Altman, medical director of the
‘'staté’s AIDS program. - ' !

: In San Francisco, outreach workers

... cials and school districts to decide pre-|

cisely what is taught While the possi-
ble value of condoms in preventing
transmissicn of the ATDS virus will be
noted, the report said education shonid
emphasize “responsible sexnal behav-
jor — based on fidelity, commitment
.and maturity, placing sexuality within
the context of marriage.” . . )
-Fedesal officials have some ambi-
tious measures in mind, incloding
mass media advertising and the mail-
ing of AIDS literature {0 every house-
hold in the nation, - Lo
Meanwhile, schools, colleges and pri-
vate groups around the couniry have
raced ahead to develop their own pro-
grams, sometimes with Federal aid. -
Some of the mast vigorpus and
imaginative AiDS educatien programs
have been mounted by private groups,
partienlarly organizations that sprang
up to cope With the healih crisis aming
homosexuals. The Gay Men’s Health
Crisis it New York, for example, bas
been showing a fiim on safer sex tech-
niques that promises “hot action” that
will “keep sex sleazy, tender,” impuni-
| sive”” and not make it boring. R
In Mimmesota, Captain Condom, a

mm_HmWSoﬂm )

m&nmﬁ AIDS Flought With Lone Weapon: Pr evention

Francisco, one of the cities hit hardest
by AIDS, was a notable excepticn,
starting AIDS education in the+fifth
grade, along with instruction about
other sexpally transmitted diseases.
Virtually ail the school programs de-
scribe how AIDS is transmitted and
most cite explicit ways {0 avoid imfes-
tion. ““Abstinesice is the best protec-
tion,” says a New York City teachex’s
_gnide, but “the use of-condoms and
avoidande of anal intercourse” can re-
ducethe threat, too. ... -
The New York City schoois provide
two AIDS lesspas to both junior and
genior high school stadents as part of
the the family living and sex educatior

.. '{ covricnium. The high school program

devotes an entire Jesson to civil rights
issues raised by the blood tests that de-
tect infection with AIDS, including the
possibility that infected peopie would
face discrimination ‘in work, school,
housing or insurance, - - .=

The schools are a crucial .nm..,wmm»ucw .

AIDS prevention, because studenis are

reaching the age.where meany experi- -

ment with sex and drugs. Bul whether

the brief AIDS lessons are having any

major effect is not yet imown.

*Whatever Is going on.in the mm.aaw .

right now is inadeduate,” said Dr.
Lloyd Kolte, chief of the oifice of

schoal heaith at the Centers for Pis- -

ease Control, “Many schools and com-
rammities Yack the information and re-

sources to implement a goed pro-

gram.” . L

Of the Effort

. " P SO e
- -All of these efforis together, most ex-

pests assert, still fall far short of what *

s meeded to arrest the epldermie.

The fledgling prevedtion campaign
has been sldwed by uncertainties over
how catastrophic the epidemic really
threatens to become, squeamishness
over frank discussion of sexual and
drug practices,” and concerns about
threats to the civil rights of AIDS virus

carriers and ATDS victims. Most debiii- -

tating of all, sorme experts’ say, has ~

been a lack of strong Federal leader-
ship and a failure to commit the re-
sources that leading kealth experts be-
lieve arenecessary. o -

The Upited Statés Public Health
Service plans to spend $79.5 milion on
ATDS infurmation and education in the

testimony presented to & House sub-

committes on Monday. But critics con- -
[ sider those amoints only a friction of

what is needed. The Nationa! Academy
of Sciences chargéd in October that the.
Federal response to AIDS had heen
“woefully inadequate” and called for
expenditures on education and public

| muscalar actor dressed in & blue k-

health measures to reach 51 billien 2

' curyent. fiscal year snd almeost §304. -
" million the following year, according to

B
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