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| Vaceine

for Aids
‘D years
away’

GENEVA (AP) — The incidence

{ of Alds had been seriously under-

|
A

estimated, the World Health

i Organistion sald, adding that the

best course at present was to try

to prevent its spread, beeanse nei- .}

ther vaccine mor treatment wis
likely to be available during the
next five years.

A repoit released yesterday,
which had been prepared for a M-
nation meeting on prevention and
control of Alds, said 46,628 cascs
Iiad been reported Lo WHO by 11
countries, but many had net re-
ported siuce December, If it
spreads through South America
and Asia, previous WHO esti-
mates of 50 to 100 million Alds-in-
fected people by 1991 “will be
conservative”.

In an introduction to the re-
port, Jonathan Mann, director of
the organisatlon’s Aids pro-
gramme, said the disease “has ex-
traordinary and broad effects
throughout society’”.

He cited “lost years of produc-
tive lives, lost mothers and fa-
thers, lost members of educated
and other groups who contribute
importantly to social and eco-
nomic development.

#Aids has altered the social
and political 88 well as the public
health environment. Accordingly,
the world of 1987 is very different
from that of 1980,7 when the
threat of the Alds virus had yet to
be recognized.

In a separate introduction,
WHO director-general Halfdan
Mahier said “the global strategy
for Alds conirol is to stop the
spread of Aids worldwide by at-
tacking every mode of transmis-
sion in every country, using every
scientific and educational tool
available, This daunting task will
require an unprecedented level of
external support for WHO".

Mr Mann said WHO's global
sirategy won unreserved support
at the meeting, which ended yes-
terday, The mecting also made
him confident of raising from do-
jor countries the £21m requited
for WHO's special programme on
AIDS this year.

Twasthirds of the amount is to
asslst national programmes in
about 50 Third World countries,
with the rest to be invested in
WHO's global activities to check
the spread of Alds.
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Rag week
to fund

publicity
on AIDS

By Mark Brennock

THE MONEY raised from this .
year's “Trinity Weck” at Trinity
College, Dublin, will be used to
provide information, education
and counselling about AIDS. The
commitiee organising the week of
events, which inciudes the annual
Trinity Ball, hopes to raise over :
£15,000,

People in lreland were shying
away from the disease, thinking
Sthat it weuld pass heland by, the
chairman  of the Trinity Week
Committee, Professor J. P.
Arbuthnott. told a reception in
Dublin last night. Money raised in
Trinity Week 15 traditionally given
v 4 charity, he said, and the
students had chosen the AIDS
issucd this year “because they
recognise that there is an AIDS
problem and there is a deficiency
ol guidance about it.”

The money is to be piven to
Trinity AIDS Concern  Trust
{(TACT). which has been estab-
lished to provide funding for
AIDS information, education and
counselling. The organisation
aims to "‘combat public hysterig,
ignuranc& and compiacency, and
Government inactivity about
AIDS and its victims.” i

Professor Arbuthnoll said that
he hoped that the Trinity cam-
paign couid become a national
student campaign about AIDS,

The weel’s events include
lunchtime rock concerts spon-
sored by RTE Radic 2, and a
variety of sporting and other
events, The Trinity Ball on May
I5th will include as its main act
he veteran pop singer Gary |
Slitter, and*many other' acts.

The President, Dr Hillery, will
ittend  the annueal  Elizabethan
Jarden Party, during Trinity
¥eek, which takes place from
Aay 11th to May 15th.
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THE CHURCH AND

Sir, — An article in your issue
of "April 16th eatitled “The
Church and Homosexuality” re-
ferred to a letter from the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the %aith on the pastoral care of
_homosexual persons.

+'Fhe author : of: .the. . ariicls,
Antoingi - MacReéameina, . quoted
the following section of the letter:
“Although the particular inclina-
tion of the homosexual person is
not & sim, it is a more or less
strong tendency toward an
intrinsic moral evil, and thus the
inclination must be seen as an
objective disorder.”

Archbishop John R. Quinn ot
" Gan Francisco has -made the
following comment on this section
of the letter: ‘‘This is
philosophical language. The inchi-
nation is a disorder because it is
directed to apn object that is
disordered. The inclination and
the object are in the same order
philosophically. But ‘the particu-
lar inclination of the homosexual
person is not a sin’ (letter).”

Archbishop -Quinn continues:
“In trying to understand this
affirmation, we should advert (o
two things. First, every persou
fias - disordered inclinations. For
instance, the inclination to rash
judgment is disordered, the incli-
nation to cowardice, the inclina-
tion, to hypocrisy —- these are all
disordered inclinations. Conse-
qucntlﬁ, homosexual persons are
not the only ones who have
disordered inclinations. Second,
the letter does not say that the
homosexual person is disordered.
The inclination, not the person, is
described as disordered.

“Speaking of the homosexual
petson, lhe letter states that the
Church ‘refuses to consider the
ﬁerson as & heterosexual or a
omosexual and insists that every
person has a fundamentai iden-
tity: the creature of God and, by
| r[ace, his child and heir to eternal
ife’,

“Consequently, the document
affirms the spiritual and human
dignity of the homosexual person
while placing a ncgative moral

o T ESIYY
HOMOSEXUALIT ;
judgment on homosexual acts and
a negative philesophical judgment
on the homosexual inclination or

orientation, which it clearly states
iz not a sin or moral evil.” [

This further comment from |

Archbishop Quinn is pcrhag:s

L33 0t he

worlly  yuoting.  “it should

_ noted that the document is in the

form of a letter and is addressed
to the bishops .of ihe Catholic
Church. It is not addressed to the
general public and, consequently,
7 is not written in popular,
everyday language but in techni-
cal, precisc language. On the one
hand, this contributes fo the
clarity of the document, yet,
paradoxically, it also contributes
io its obscurity. Clear, technical
language is not lkely to be undet-
stood correctly by those who are
not familiar with it.”

“The  Irish Bishops' pastoral
“Love is for Life” states: “It is
vital to distinguish bhetween a
homoscxual orientatien and
homosexual acts, A person with
Lomosoxual crientation is  nof
thereby a sinner. Homosexual
tendencies, as distinet from
homosexual actions, can be wnate’
and can be irreversible.” (Section
12.123).

in 1clalion to the Church’s
attitude towards homosexual
persons, the pastoral says:
“persons with hamosexual
tendencies or habits nced and
deserve sympathetic, compas-
wsionate and paticat_pastoral care.
Their personal suffering can be
bitter, their struggle agonising,
their sense of %onelinesa and
exclusion imiense. They need
understanding, They necd
respect, [t is unChristian to look
on homosexuals with disgust or
distain merely because they are of
their personality type. Above all
there can be no condonation of
violence against such persoms. It
is not a moral fault to have
dispositions and tendencies.” —

Youts, efc,
DES CRYAN
Assistant Director,
Catholic Press and Information
Office,
Dublin.

S




Unknown Source
23" April 1987

Moscow AIDS clinic announced

From Conor O’ Clery,
in Moscow

MORE than 150 people have gone
along in recent ‘weeks to house
number 15, black 10 of 4 street in
the Sckolinkaya Gora district of
Moscow. House number 15 is the
Soviet Union’s first AIDS elinic
where patients can attend BNGINY-
mously for tests.

The existence of the clinic was
revealed in yesterday’s edition of
the Soviet Medical Cfazefte, which

jin the course of a detajied article

about the cdlisease algo Tecon-
mended the use of the militia to
identify high-risk groups, includ-
ing homosexval men, for compui-
sogly sereening,

he Soviet Union first acknow-

ledged that it had an AIDS prob-

lem last June, Thirty cases have
now been offtcalty fﬁ’agnoscd, 28
of them foreigners, niostly
students. Of the two Seoviet vic.
tims, one was a 10-year-old gir}
who got the disease from a blond
transfusion.

The Medical Gazette also an.
nounced that in its drive o
control the spread of AIDS in the
Saviet Union, all Soviel citizens
who retarn from long business
tri;)s abroad are to be tested for
AIDS anti-bodies. Resident
foreigners are also recommende
to undergo tests,

All blood donots and peaple

from high-risk groups such as
drug addicts, prostitutes and
homosexuals are alse to be

tested, according v the article

© not

written by the Deputy Minister of
Health, G, Khlyabich, and the
Director of the UJSSR Institute of
Virus Diseases, V, Zhdanov,

The authors admit that findin
and identifying such people wi
be a simple task, and “militia
bodies which secure the order and
safety of Soviet citizens, as well
as active information and assist.
ance for health establishments

-+ can be of great help,”

They give the metro station and
bus number for the Moscow clinic
ard how it works: “You will not
have to register in advance, they
will not ask your name or home
address either.

“You have a coaversation with
a doctor. You tell him what

worries you, Then you snswer g
questionnaire without identifying
yourself ‘and you will have to
remember its number . . . then.
using a disposable syringe, they
take blood from your veins. That
is all. Tomorrow, over the tele-
phone, after having given your
number, you will get an answer.”

Health authorities will set ups
similar laboratories in 105 «ities in
the Soviet Union this year and
have been told the testing of high-
risk groups is their “top priority
task,”

The article also claims  thar
Soviet scientists have developed a
lecanique for speedy analysis of
blood samples. Of the 150 or so
who went along 1o house 15! nane
were AIDS positive. )
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Poll says 76% define

.By Mary Cummins

WHILE the vast majority of Irish @woﬂm.

know about AIDS, their information on
the subject is random and ranges. from
being very accurate on some aspects and
grossly inaccurate on others. This would
secm to be the result of a survey carried
out by the Health Education Bureau last
February, prior to the British AIDS
information week in March, from which
many people in Ireland bencfited in the
absence of any national educarion pro-
gramme here.

In the survey, which was carried out
by Irish Marketng Surveys, 96 per cent
of respondents had heard of AIDS while
over three-quarters (76 per cent) gave
inadeguate definitions of what it was,
saying it was a sexually trensmitted
disease or a homosexual disease.

Only 16 per cent knew the correct.

difference between the full-blown AIDS
and being imfecied with the virus while
there was a high level of knowledge

Irish Times
24 April 1987

about how AIDS can be transmitted; 97
per .cent knew that it can be transmitted
by* sexual . intercourse; 96 per cemt —
intravenous drug abusers sharing
needles;” 91 per cent — blood transfu-
sions and mw per cent knew that a
pregeant woman could {ransfer it to her
child.

When asked what percentage of people
infected with the AIDS wvirus actually

developed the full blown disease within -

five years, 13 per cent gave the current
generally accepted medical estimate (21
per cent to 30 per cent), 20 per cent gave
2 lower percentage and one-third gave a
higher .one.

One third either did not know or gave
no teply. Seventy-one per cent knew that
an AIDS carrier is a carrer for life and
80 per cent knew that 2 person can be
infected with the virus and not know it.
" Over a guarter did not know the signs
of the illness but some three-quarters
were aware of symptoms like weight
loss, being proue to illness and wasting.

THE IRISH TIMES, Friday, April 24, 1967

AIDS

Some 80 per cent knew there ¥ no
vaccing apgainet the virus and 88 per cent
kKnew there is no drug that will kill the
viris in an infected person.

The survey found considerable confu-
sion about the ways in which AIDS s
not transmitted. “This was particularly
tree in relation to using public toilets,
using the same swimming pool as an
infected person, sharing cuilery with _an
infected person and sharing foods pre-
pared by an infected person. -

“At feast 30 per cent (and in the case
of public toilets — 43 per ceat) thought
that the AIDS wvirus is transmitted in
these ways or said they did not know.”

Homosexuals and bisexuals were spon-
taneously named by some 70 per cent as
being the people most at risk from AIDS.
Drug additts were named by 66 per cent,
38 per.cent fnentioned those who have
casual sex while a {ifth menticned those
receiving biood transfusions and. only 18
per cent mentioned the unborn child of
an infected woman.

inadequately

Scme 75 per cent thought that sthe use

of condoms was an effective method of .

reducing the risk of catching AIDS; 54
per cent recommended staying with one

pariner; 20 per cent said that casval sex

should be avoided; 12 per cent saig
“reduce the number of partpers™ and 10
per cent said ‘‘abstzin from sexual
intercourse™. ’
When asked where they received their
information about AIDS, 62 per cent said
they got it from Insh newspapers, 51 per
cent said RTE television, 46 per cent

meniioned Britsh- television, and 32 per

cent said British newspapers.

Questioned 2bout where they would go
for information about the subject, almost

half the respondents — 48 per cemt — -

said they would go to doctors to find out
more gbout AIDS; 21 per cent said they
would seek help from hkeaith boards or
clinics and only 10 per ceni mentioned
the Department of Health. S

. The HEB report was published yester
dav.

u

- s
<\’ M ,‘“’,.,v'

g



Irish Times
25 April 1987

AIDS internment

THE West German city of
Frankfurt is considering forcibly
interning prostitutes who are AIDS
carrlers but refuse to stop work:
ing, a senlor official said yeuter-
day. The right-wing Christian
Social Unlon -government in the
state of Bavaria has introduced
tough measures fo combal the
disease, including compulsory tests
for people in high-risk groups:
such as prostitutes and drng
addicts, and for most non-EEC
foreigners seeking residence in the
state, — (Reuter). .
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Potential AIDS

vaccine on trial

THE U.S. Food and Drug Administration said
yesterday it approved human testing of a second
potential vaccine against AIDS,

The agency said it allowed Bristol-Myers Co. to
begin tests on human volunteers of a bio-
engineered AIDS vaccine it has developed.

The vaccine is the secand to be approved for
testing on humans by the drug safety agency. The
first, a vaccine made by MicroGeneSys Inc., was
approved on August 18.

The FDA said the Bristol-Myers vaccine is
made from genetically altered vaccinia virus,
which is the virus from which smallpox vaccirte is
derived. :

The virus is genetically altered by the insertion
of the genes responsible for manufacturing the
proteins that make up the surface, or envelope, of
AIDS virus.
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Murder victim
feared AIDS

“LADY in the lake” mtur-Z
der victim Shani Warren
was under a self-imposed
sex ban because she was
terrified of catching

AIDS, a top police officer
said last aight, )

And he disclosed that
since her body was found,
braising had appeared on
fier neck, indicating that [
a ligature was applied
that might have rendered
her unconscious,

Det. Supt. John Chil-
derley, leadin gthe hunt:
for the 26-year-old sec-
retary’s Kkiller, said she:
had an “obsession agbout’
AIDS”, - #“She was con~
cerned about the curren
AIDS campaign and had:
told friends she had de
cidted to give men a res
for a year,” he sald,

Shani’s  bound  and
gagged Dody was found 1n
Taplow Lake, Bucks., tast
Saturday evening. She
had drowned in a few
inches of watet.
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~ Aids: a loving

DDYING of Aids has a misery all its
own. Not only do you have the
illness to cope with, but often years
of social rejection at a time when
you're reviewing your life and its
worth. But a new project called
London Lighthouse has already
improved the quality of life of
peaple with Aids g0 much that
many of those to benefit say they’re
happier now thah when they were
fit and well. “Aids is the best thing
that ever happened to me,’ says 26-
year-old Dana, who is now in the
middle stage of the disease.

London Lighthouse differs from
other support groups in its con-
tinual support through all stages of
Aids, T -

* Fear of death is one thing;’ says
Lighthouse’s dirdctor Christopher
Spence, an experienced  bereave-
ment counsellor, * But fear of a bad
death is much harder, particularly
if you can’t pinpuint a place where
you could die well.’

The Lighthouse was prompted
by the deaths from Aids in 1984-5
of two of Spence’s friends. ‘I was
appalted by what happened to
them. People with Aids need to die
where they will be well loved. In
gl:zneral, hospitals are not providing
this.’

London Lighthouse is already
working, although its official
operning is early next year. It will
be a first for Britain and the world.
[n spite of its progies
is considering™
alternative medicine i
and will challenge the notion of
isolation by having a wholefood
café open to the public—Light-
house has the backing of two
eminent orthodox Afds specialists,

London Lighthouse is a
community centre with a
difference. Report by
PHILIPPA BRAIDWOOD.

doctors Tony Pinching and Charles
Farthing. The newly-diagnosed
will go to Lighthouse for counseli-
ing. It will have community
support services. And it will have
26 beds for those who can’t die at
home and don't want to die in
hospital.

The Lighthouse represents a

tremendous achievement by
Spence, who used to be director of
Task Force and private secretary to
Selwyn Lloyd when he was
Speaker of the House of Cominons.
There are seven full-time staff, and
building work — on a disused
school, bought with £800,000-
worth of interest-free loans —
began this month. Two million
pounds is urgently needed to pay
for the conversion. After that,
running costs of £550,000 a year
must be found. The project has
asked the Government to match
pound. for pound what it raises
through donations and fund-
raising.
* People with HIV and Aids can
live for- years,” says Spence.
Lighthouse teaches them how to
eat healthily, exercise, and streng-
then their immune systemns—an
important part of which is keeping
stress to a minimum. )

Lighthouse bases its work on a
technique called ‘co-counselling,’ a
well established tool used in other

. o —

O~

death

areas of care. The idea is to throw
off old, acquired, inappropriate
patterns of behaviour, Two people
——equal in status, so a profess-
ional health worker couldn’t do it
with a client —in turn play the
role of counsellor and client. The
‘client’ is meant to feel safe enough
to feel and express his emotions.
Gradually, both parties learn to
understand themselves better and
deal more effectively with their
problems.

The method can be judged by its
results. Dana,~26, a gay social
worker who now has ARC (Aids-
related complex), found he was
HIV positive in October 1985, ‘1
drank a bottle of gin a day,” he
says. *Close friends weren’t very
helpful because they were too
anxious.’

Danz went on a Lighthouse
course for gay men with HIV, * We
learned why oppression for being
gay makes us feel isolated, and this
makes us feel unloved. This helped
me understand how I'd got into the
gay lifestyle -~ drinking, drugs,
lots of sex — because all these
things give an immediate pay-off.
But you do go through life with the
feeling that you are sick and
perverted, which makes your self-
esteem low., When you learn you
have a fatal illness, and know a lot
of people think you deserve it
anyway, it makes you wonder
whether there's any point in trying
to live well.

*The Lighthouse course taught
me to come to terms with all this.
I moved from London to Brighton,
where it's less stressful. 1 eat
healthily, I've cut right down on
drinking and smoking. I rest and

Christopher Spence

exercise more. My relationships
are far better than they were.

“The prospect of dying from
Aids is not so frightering because
the quality of my life is so good
now and I know when I die there’ll
be people around me.’

Peter, 35, an advertising copy-
writer, has-had Aids for two years.
‘ The worst part of a diagnosis like
this is the hopelessness, doom and
Eloom .you're surrounded by.

hristopher was the first person
that reached out and offered hope.

* I've learnt all about the immune
system. I am more open, less afraid
of death than [ was. An awful lot
more people are going to be.
diagnosed with this virus, and -
unless people can get over thejr
fears there will be mass hysteria.’

Paul, 32, is a teacher. He was
diagnosed HIV antibody positive
in November 1985. ° ngs real
message is that by facing this issue
and learning to die well you live
well. T've seen it over and over
again.’

London Lighthouse can be contacted
at 178 Lancaster Road, London
wii.
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on’ Mondéy, May 11k, Each.
all.the money - faised- ¢hy ough the
- weel’ ivities’ (whicﬁ

- magazing - the yourig' designer’s

* fashion. +show, the - Lilizabethan !

n -party, “the chanty ‘cham-
" pagne- Teception . before: the- ball:

87 commences' .
sch.year:

vit inglude”
the “Trinity . Week: -

- the highlight * of ", the . week the

: Trinity ‘Bail. 1tself ‘and "2 host of -
. other smaller: rag-event edi-

‘a“chiosen: chatity ‘which;
‘corinegted . withi. yoiith:- cand
+ onc:which; “perhaps,”.thg: so- called
- rcspons1ble areas. of- soci ¥ some-
. tlmes sHy * away fomi, i

- Inv1987 ihis s’ “particularly true):

: the .chosen charify " is ‘the. Trm]ty
] AIDS Concern, “Trust (T CT),-a

regxstered educational charity,

= provide -much-

fieeded fiinding for- AIDS. informa-

¢ tion; -educatiofi’drd’ ‘counselling.”
larton;. prf:s1dent of the
,tudents -unjeon’ and _publi-
ficer , fok. the. Tnmty Week
. ‘COMmmittee, says *TACT’s aifn is
1o zed cate the publlc -and.that
G

< ‘mean
. group t_-exxsts down the sireet,

towards”an. awareness that AIDSJ‘

is ‘not-a ‘media sensatlon

It ist a. killer . on the street:

. which.: wills affect all

dramatlcall . either 'as thims Or.

fr!ends an relatwes of victims, It

are - its: natural tar ct
“ has- "t

will. saye--lives;’. ‘which +is, what
T TACT will set: out ta;do
~The. committee” hope

rmsa

£15,000.- While most of the. money.

1 will be *_callected " from . sthdents
dufing - the “week’s
there rare: two ways

‘rag . events,

in: whlch the

not-'a -mythical -

ffcet: ‘the youth, in particular, R

wh
?Respons‘ e accmate.l-nformatlon '
k
!
§
5

natlon'widé' tomorto .

- tickets: for i
Jinichide entry 10 the ball,’ cost £80°

“The se

t_s for the- chanty champagne
%on, .which will take ‘plage..
nday,. May - 15th.". Doutile

recepnon, which

- %For.. thosé with . -np other

- dccess 10 Trinity. Ball. tickets - it is”
‘the-one way; tg enjoy the ball “in

stylé,” | said: Paul; - “at . a price,

.admitfediy.” . Tickets “for - tlie 7
‘reception are ‘now on sale. Tf you
-are mterested or require * furfhr
-details contact, Paul Carfon -at' the

Studenis’ Union, House' 6, .TCD
(phone 772941 extensmn 1827)
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THE CHURCH AND HOMOSEXUALITY. ..

Sir, — Reading Antoine Mac
Reamoinn's article about the
Church and homosexuality (April
i6th} T could not help bein
struck by the consistency witE
which a certain contemporary
generation  misappropriates the
teaching of the UChurcii. Psychcl
ogy has made us so anxious (not
to say precious!) about the
oncness of our personalities thai
there is an outery when anybody
says “boo’ ta, us. Is there not
something very cloying about the
expectation that the Church
should be “uaderstanding” about
our pet weaknesses?

Christians are bidden tc love
the sinner and to abominate the
sin. Does much more need to be
said? We have to admit that the
Godhead, and the truth that
abides in the Godhead, is no
particular yespsctor of persons.
"It & more difficult,” says the
sac text, “for the rich man to
ent. .he kingdom of Heaven,
than (or a camel to pass through

the cye of a needic.” Our hearts

may bleed for the unfortunate
nich, bul we know thal however
they wriggle around their desti-
nies, their chances with the inef-
fable scheme of heavenly awurds

are pretty shim. That is just the
way “life” is.' Not to take the
hardness of the heavenly ordi-

nance seriously is, in fact, to |
make God over in our own image,

capricious, sentimental or
calculating.

The Church's -new letter goes
out of its way to separaic the
homosexual act from the disposi-
tion to the act. That seems to me
very sensible because. dispositions
are only dispositions, but acts are
the accomplishmenis through
which we become what we
choose. It is God who defines us.
We are not asked to define our-
selves, either as “homosexuals™,
as “important people”, or even
as “‘sinners”. If we define our-
selves we find oursclves on this
“cleft hook™ where our sexuality
is wrapped up in our personalit
and we can't turn back. This lacl
of freedom is all in our heads —
at the behesi of our benighted
hearts.

I do not see how the Church
errs in teaching us jusi how the

cookie crumbles. — Yours, etc.,
PATRICK FYE,
Piperstown,
Tallaght,

Co Dublin
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AIDS campaign
to be launched
within days

By Padraig Yeates

THE GOVERNMENT’S long-delayed AIDS education
- campaign is to be launched within the next few days.
Details are likely to be given on Friday and the first
advertisements will proba%ly appear on television next!
Sunday.

It is understood there will be
what one source described as “a:
Eassin reference” to condoms,

ut the main danger of trans-
mission to be highlighted is in the
drugs area. -

Departmental* sources would
not say how much the campaign
would cost, but said funding !
would be adequate. Tt will congist |
of an intensive media blitz in the
first week, followed by a longer.
low-key campaign. ‘

It 1s understood that the
content of the camipaiyn has been -
further changed sincc Dr
FHanlon - became  Minister for
Health, but that the main changes
occurred after Mr John Boland
replaced Mr Barry Desmond as
anistcr far Health, when Labour
withdrew from the last Coalition
Government.

The controversial issue of
condoms. being used as a prevent-
ive measure in combating the
spread of AIDS has not been
completely dropped, according to
sources, but much more emphasis
is being put on the risks to
intravenous drugs abusers.

-In yesterday’s Church Times,
Dr Robin Eames, Primate of All-
reland, criticised the emphasis
given in AIDS educational
material to technical aspects of
the ﬁmblem and lack of coverage
on the moral ones,

The AIDS helpline organisa-
tions in Beifast and Dublin issued
a joint statement - yesterday,
exptessing concern at the con-
tinuing delay in the launching of
the campaign, Ms Mery Flaherty,
TD, the Fine Gael junior spokes-
woman on health, also con-
demned the delay, '

- The AIDS groups -met in the
first of- a. scries of exchanges
under the.«, Co-Operation.. North
scheme, The agenda included
training methods for volunteers
and public education projects.

Two joint AIDS leaflets are to
be produced in the near future.
One is ot women and AIDS and
the other relates to drugs abusers
and AIDS,

Both groups are also publicising |
their telephone advice service.
The Dublin number is 307888 and
is open on Mondays from 7 p.m,
to 10 p.m,, and on Saturdays
from 3 p.m, 10 6 p.m. The Belfast

line is 226117 and is open on

Mondays and Fridays from 7.30
. pm. to 10 p.m. ;

=
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Medical ‘killing’
threat over Aids

By Thomson Prentice, Science Correspondent

Campaigners against cuthana-
sia gave a warning yesterday
that doctors will come under
increasing pressure to perform
“medicalized  killings” on
some of the growing number
of Aids cases.

Ternsinally il patients of all
kinds must be offered all
possible treatment and com-
passionate care but euthanasia
was an unacceptable oplion, a
conference in London was
told.

The British Medical Associ-
ation was criticized for setting
up a working party to consider
new guidelines on the ethics of
the practice,

Dr Peggy Norris, secretary
of the Medical Education
Trust, said setting up the
working party suggested that
the BMA was likely to ap-
prove some form of cuthana-
sia. It had alrcady capitulated
over abortion, she said.

Dr Karel Gunning, a Dutch
campaigner. condemned the
widespread practice of cuth-
anasia in The Netherlands
where, he said. between 6,000
and 18.000 such deaths a year
were taking place.

“A number of Aids sufferers
in Holland have already died
in this way and pressure on

doctors: to take similar mea-
sures will increase in Britain.

“This pressure will have to
be resisted. Aids is no different
from any other disease. The
answer is caring and curing.
not killing.”

Euthanasia is not legal in
The Netherlands but guide-
linec have been drafied which
free doctors from the threat of
prosecution. The guidelines:
will detail the criteria for
“mercy killing”, which doc-
tors confirm are already being
observed.

According to a recent sur-
vey carried out by the Vol-
untary Euthanasia Society,.
more than | 3.000 British gen-
eral practitioners would be
willing to carry out voluntary
cuthanasia in carefully de-.
fined circumstances.

The BMA said yesterday
that the working party was not
cxpecied to report its findings
until next year. “'1ts object is Lo
provide a balanccd view of the
subject ™.

The existing guidelinges, is-
sued 16 years ago, do not
advocate cuthanasia but ack-
nowledge that voluntary vulh-
anasia is supported. at lcast in

theory, by some doctors.
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Pasmral N
Letter

Any Christian response to
people with AIDS must start
with- “unconditional love and
compassion,” the Cathohc
bishops of California said in
a joint pasteral letter. The
bishops in their pastoral Jetter -

ton AIDS, titled A Call to -
; Compassion,” said they
¢ took the umusual step of
:issning a joint pastoral in
E part because . “the un-
i precedented  epidemic  of
| AIDS has affected Cali-
- fornians i Inan extraordinary |

fashion.” They urged their
people to help prevent AIDS
through sexual morality.
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Child abuse™

led fo AIDS

Four Australian . children
under the age of five Con-
tracted AIDS after beng
sexualy abused by adulis, &
psychologist sald vesterday.

Dr. Flora Botica said she .

had treated the children and
that a high incidence of
child abuse meant AIDS
could become a major chil-
dren's disease.
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Cross-border warning on A

From Mary Campbell,

in Belfast

THE NORTHERN IRELAND
Minister of Health, Mr Richard
Needham, yesterday asked people
travelling ‘outside the area to
behave responsibly and to be

sensible in order to avoid com-

tracting AIDS and bringing -it
back to the North. :

Launching what he described as

“an intensive publicity drive” M
Needham- said that. 700,000 infort
mation leaflets would be used
over the summer months to warn
holidaymakers and . business
travellers leaving Northern Ire-
land about the dangers of AIDS.

Mr Needham said: “An AIDS

“on whith to start a h

warning is not the rmvwwmﬂ.noﬁ

oliday. But
the fact is, people going abroad
and travelling to major centres of
population, such as London, need
to be reminded of the deadly
dature of. this disease. People
must act responsibly when they

.are away from home if AIDS is to
be kept out of Northern Ireland.”.

He said that Northermn Ireland
had been remarkably successful in
“ensuring that the scourge of
AIDS” has had a limited impact
and that the people who cop-
tracted the virus had all done so
outside Northern Ireland. Two of
these victims have since died.

Professor David Simpson from

the Department of Microbiology
at Queen's University is a mem-
ber of the Northern Ireland AIDS
Co-ordirating Committee.

He said “that people visiting
developing countries, especially in
Africa, needed to be particularly
vigilant. “*Countries such as
Kenya do not have the resources
to tést all their blood donors so if
someone is involved in a car
accident there is a real risk that
they could acquire the infection.”

People should also be vigilant
on cross-border trips to Dublin
where, he said, 682 people are
known to have HIV positive
AIDS andbodies.

“QOply about 58 of these are
homosexuals and about 100 are
haemophiliacs. The vast majority
are drug addicts and that presents
a real danger because there is a
tendency for female -addicts to
turn to prostitution in order to get
mozney for their next fix.”

Professor Simpson said he fel
the problem in the Republic was
largely confined to ianer city
areas of Dublin but there was a
real danger of it getting out of
control, and he wammed: “The
idea that this won't spread in holy
Ireland is a  myth. We have
almost as high an incidence of
sexual disease as there is in

IDS issued in North

Britain and unless people are
sensible AIDS will spread quiccly
t00.”

The leafiet, which uses “he
slogan “AIDS: Keep it out of
Northern Ireland”, will be av:ul-
able to outbound passengzrs us ng
the services of Belfast Inter-
national Airport, Belfast Harbour
Airport, Eglinton Adrpor:, North-
ern Ireland Railways, Sealink,

Townsend Thorensen and Belfast |

Car Ferries.

 The cost of the campaign is to
be met from the Depertment of
Health's pubiicity budge: in which
£200,000 has been aliocated for
screening, testing and counselling
over the 1986-'87 period.
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AIDS drive
won’t stress
condom use

By TOM SHIEL
THE government’s .AIDS
information campaign to
be launched tomorrow is
expected to downplay the
use of condoms as a
means of preventing the
spread of the discase.

Particular emphasis 13
expected to be placed on
the dangers of contracting
the disease through intra-
venous drug abuse and
the  £500,600  campaizn
will also focus on the
desirability of sexnal
fidelity if the spread of
the disease is to be
arrested,

The Coalition govern-
ment began drawing up
plans for the massive
eduicational programime be-
fore Christmas and the
then  Health Minister,
Barry Desmond, had de-
cided that the use of
condoms would be er-
couraged.

- However, the Catholic
hierarchy, which was later
to form a National Task
Force on ATDS, reacted
by shtating that it would
be sad if the response to
this major threat were “to
be reduced simply to a
debate about free needles
or easy availability of
condoms™,

Apart from other moral
considerations, the bishony
argued, there was the
grave danger that the pro-
motionr of condoms would

increase permissiveness
and thus contribute to a
further scread of the
disease.

With the number of
AIDS cases in [reland in-
creasing weekly there has
been  criticism of the
delay in  launching the
educational campaign
which was postponed early

in the year until after the

general eieotion,

But now the campalgn
should be underway with-
in weeks with advertise-
ments on radio and tele-
vision, in the naticnal
newspapers and on selec-
ted biltboard sites.

Health  Minister, Dr.
Rory O'Handlon has al-
ready stated that the
campaign will be objective
and' informative without
giving offence by way of
explicit detail. The use of
condoms cantot be pro-
moted on RTE because of
the voluntary code of
conduct which the station
operates.

The  Church’s ‘Task
Force’ will have an . im-
portant role to play in
the campaign by making
information available on
the medical and pastoral
aspects of ATDS to priests,
community apd  Church
workers and schools. [t
will also support Church
programnres to combat
drug abwuse.
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* * * )

Michael Dukakis entered the race for the
1988 Democrati¢ presidential nomination.
Dukakis, 53, whose parents were from
Greece, is the three-term governor of
Massachusetts. He outlined few programs
but highlighted the economy, envirenment
and threat of AIDS as main concerns.
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Motion on AIDS
testing passed

MANDATORY blood testing for AIDS should be introduced for all
rapists and carriers charged with attempted murder, the conference
was told,

A Cork delegate, Mr John Murray, said that with the arrival of the
AIDS virus the crime of rape had taken on a new and frightening
dimension. There was now a real threat to the victim of a slow but
certain death if the attacker was an AIDS carrier. .

The conference unamimously passed his motion calling for a :
review of the laws dealing with rape and similar offences after Mr
Murray had detailed what he described as the clear inadequacies of the
1981 Rape Act.

He said that the Act had failed to adequately define, and left victims
open to, improper cross-examination about their sexual history. ““What
relevance can a woman’s sexual history have to the crime of rape?
Would it be a good line of defence for a bank robber to establish that
the bank he is accused of robbing had been robbed previously?”

He also said that the “growing seandal” of incest needed to be
tackled urgently, While very few of these crimes come to Garda
notice, the evidence of social workers is that reports of it are frequent
and widespread.

I%norin the problems will never solve it. He said that the Incest Act
of 1908 “had made a fair attempt te cope with the problem but now
eighty years on we need to have a fresh look at this legisiaticu and
bring this hidden and horrible crime out into the open.™
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AIDS screening

ILLEGAL ALIENS should be
tested for AIDS when they apply
for legalisation under a new US
immigration law, the Jmmigration
and Naturalisation Service said in
Dallas, Texas, Nearly fowr mitlion
aliens are expected to seek amnesty
under the new law, which will

who have lived In the US con-
tinuously since 1982,

Persons with five other conta-
gious diseases are barred from
entering the US, “We feel in the
INS that AIDS should be part of
the dangerous and contagious dis-
| eases,” said INS official Mr Wil-
b liam Zimmer,

! The INS was considering the
| ptan to screen illegal aliens for
|
]

AIDS when they apply for
legalisation. Those found . positive
would be barred from the country.
— (AP, AFP)

grant amnesties to all foreigners




