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AIDS: how we were nearly
caught unprepared

"”!IN SOME tespects Ireland
" was  ill-prepared and ifl-
equipped to deal with the
AIDS epidemic,

Qur facilities for the cone
trol of sexually trausmitted
diseases were lamentable in
the [970s aud early 1980s.

They consisted of part-
time clinics run by part-time
personunel, poorly staffed
and equipped, with no con-
tact-tracing facilities, save
that done. on the patient’s
own initiative.

Facilities fov the treat-
ment of the intravenous
drug abusers were even less
adequate  with s small
detoxification unit in Jervis
Street Hospital serving the
entire country and an out-
patient referral unit in the
kospital,

In the early 1980¢ it was
estimated that there wege
something in the region of
3000-3000 people abusing in-
travenous drugs in Dublin
alorte, They frequently
turned to  stesling, pra=
stitution and pushing drugs
to  feed their expensive
habit,

It was not untll parents
became aware of what was
happening to their children
that  neighbourhood eam-
paigns to drive out the
pushers began and that the
tide started 0 turn and
aumbers jnvelved in drug
abuse began to fall,

Ireland s a small country
with  a  tight-knit  socia)
structure with strong ryral
ties, Despite superfigial ap-

pearances, social and sexual
reticence is the order of the
day for most people, though
the bright lights of Leeson
Street and the escapes of
Greece and  Spain  may
induce some temporary rela.
xation of these strictures for
some, and one can never
neglect the strong influence
of alcohol on the in-
hibitions.

In caring for individual
cases so  far, famifies amd
iriends have shown great in-
dividual cure, understanding
and love for the patient,
which often meant that he
could be cared for at home
strrounded by his relatives
and friends.

Fottunately, we have
tever had a situation in this
counlttry where a person with
AIDS was put out ‘on the
streets’, which has happened
in socicties less compassion-
ate than our own.

In my experience commeon
sense has always prevailed
and when one explains that
the infection is transmitted
solely by bload and sex,
people readily lose thejr
fears albout any danger to
themselves from day-to-day
living and caring for peanfe.

The first cases of ATDS
presented in Ireland {n 198&7,
They were hoth homosexuals
with Kaposi’s sarcoma. QOne
f« known to have died; the
other left the country and ig
presumed  to  have died,
They hoth contracted theip
infections outside Ireland,

returned
to Ireland from abroad in

A further case

1983, Three {further cases
were repotted in 1984: one
was a haemophilirac and is

alive, the other two con-
tracted their infections
abroad,

Three cases were teporled
in 1985: one was a hemophi-
liac and the other two were
homaosexual and would have
hadl the oppertunity to ace
quire the infection either in
Ireland or abroad and so
represented the flyst  ap-
pearance of potential in-
digengus infection in  lIre-
land. One of these patients

“is still alive and wodeér treat-

ment.
The figwres in 1986

almost  doubled, with g
further five cases being nofi-
fied, One was a hoamosexua!
and cowld have contracted
bis infection either here op

abroad and has subsegnently
died, and .one was 3
hkacmophilizc, For the first
time in that year there was
official reporting of cases
relating to intravenous drug
abuse,

The trickle of cases from
1983 is turning to a steady
stream. The initial cases
were from the homosexual
risk group, which was proh-
ably the first group to he
infected. Cases from - this

risk group rtemain sporadic |

and are too few in number

to show any discernibie |
trends,
The first  haemophiliac

case was seen in 1984, but
it was not uatil 1985/6 ihat
a definite pattern of haemo-
philia progression to AIDS
was noted. This appears to
be building up withk some
consistency. Iotravenous
drug abusing related ecases
did not appear as a sole
factor risk group until 1086.
It is likely that the infection
enteied this group in 198374
and we are now beginning
to see cases of AIDS
emerge.

Te date all the cases have
beerr in males and the
overall mortality rate has
been 55 per cent. Reporting
of cases is done on a volun.

tary basis to the Depart.

ment of Heaith and they are
dealt with in a confidentia]
manner,
® Extract from “Aids” -~
The Problem in Yreland by
Dy. Derek Freedmdn,: pib-
lished by Town House.:-
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e PRSUPRE SS EXE LI

Monday, May 11, 1987

A THEORY . that AIDS was
caused by the worldwide vacci-
nation of smallpox had been
dismissed as bizarre specula-
tion.

Scientists said the theory
has no more foundation than
stories suggesting that the dis.
ease was created in an Amer-
ican laboratory or came {roi
outer space.

Dr. Arie Zuckerman, Profes-
sor of Microbiology at the
London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, said:
“There is no scientific basis

whatsoever for the suggestion
that smallpox vaccination has
caused the AIDS epidemic.”

denie:

theory is the explanation for
the explosion of AIDS.” o,
Two lines of evidence werg

-quoted  in support of . the

The story, reported in The
Times yesterday, was based on
informatien frem an unidenti-
fied adviser to the World
Health Organisation who is
quoted as saying: "I thought
it was just coincidence until
we studied the latest findings
about the reactions which can
be caused by vaccinia (small-
pox vaccine virus). Now
believe the smallpox vaccine

I tion programme apgd with

theory. The first was that a
U.S. military recruit rapidly
developed AIDS following
immunisation against smallpox.
The second was that those
countries in Central Africa
worst affected by AIDS aye
the countries in which most
smallpox  vaccinations werg
performed during the eradica.

shared needles.

Do’ o
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AIDS panel feud over

‘inclusion of gays

A BACKSTAGE White House
battle over whether a por-
posed AIDS commission should
include  gay  members has
snarfed hopes that President
Reagan would announce the
commission’s composition
before the June 1 opening for
the third international confer.
ence on the deadly disease,

Reagan is to deliver a major
speech on AIDS op May 31,
but  because of the contro-
versy, the membership list js
1ot expectd to be completed
in time,

Gary  Bauer, the White
House officia) responsible for
making recommendations to
the President regarding the
membership of the otmmis.
sionm, opposes recruiting
homosexuals,

“F don't want people who
have axes to grind”, he said,
adding, “I can't in good con.
science recommend anyone on
the  basis of thejr sexuat
preference. I don't ‘want to
know what people do in the
privacy of “thelr own bed.
rooms. I don't feei.that we
have to have an 1v (intrave-
nous) drug-user on the com-
mission. Therefore it doesn’t
follow that we have ga homo-
sexuat’,

On the other side of the
issue, governors, mayors, medi-
cal specialists and others have
confronted the disease that
has killed 20,000 Americans,
have recommended for em-
bership gays and other activ-
ists. because they are knowl-
edgeabie about acquired

L

|

immune deficiency syndrome
and they have heen among
the leaders in devising ways '
to fight the disease. :
The President is to speak at.
a dinter sponsored by the
Amatican Foundation for
AIDS  Research, which is
headed by actresg Flizabeth
Taylor. She became active. in
the issue following the 1085

death from AIDS of actor -

Rock Hudson, andg wrote let-
ters to the president and {o
first lady Nancy Reagan ask-
ing that Reagan speak at the
dinner. - )
The foundation scheduled its
dinner to coincide with the
opening of the international
conference on AIDS, June 1-5.
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THE AIDS EPIDEMIC moy have been triggered by the worldwide
vuceination programme which defeated smallpox, some experts

fauap.

They say the smallpox vae-

eme used in the )3-year cam-.
palgn of immunisation could
be to blame for activating the
virug infection HIY which can |
fead to the killer disease. ‘

The World Health Organisa
tign, which Jled {he drive
against smallpox, Is studying
new scientific evidence about
a connection between the pro-
gramme and the disease.

A medical adviser {o the
organisation sald: I thought
il was just a coincidence until
we studied the latest findings,
about the reactiohs which can
be caused by Vaccinla (the
smiblpox  vaceine). Now [
believe the smallpox vaccine:
theory is the explanation fo
the explosion of AIDS.

But doctors  are  divided-
about whether Vaccinia, which
i$ known to activata other
Tiruses, is the main catalyst 1o
the AIDS epidemie. Many are
reluctant  fo supperi  the!
theary for fear of being seen
sy ertiesl of  the  World
Heallth Organisation.

The coincidence uetween the
antrsmallpox  campaign and
the rise of AIDS was dis.
cussed privately last yeuar by
experts al W.H.0, The possic
hilitv was  dismissed then on

- grounds of unsatisfactory evi-
odenre.

However, as epidemicleglsts
gleaned more infarmation
about  AIDS  from  reluctant
ceniril African counlries,
clues began to emerge from
the new findings when exam:
ined agwinst the thealth of
detail known about smalipox.

The smaillpox vaccine theery
waould account for the yposition
of each of the seven central
Alrican slules which are the
world's  afflicled  countries,
why  Brizil became the most
afflicted Latin American couns
try, and how Haiti became the
route for the spread of AIDS
to the U5,

1t alse provided an explana.
tion of how the Infection was
spread more evenly between
mates and females in Africa
than in the west and why
there s less sign of infection

among five to 11 year olds in

central Africa, Needles were
refused 40 to 80 times in the
vaccination campaigh, Waving
the needle acress a flame was
the main method of sterilisa-
tion.

Although no detailed figures
are avilable, W.H.0. inferma-
tion indicated that the AIDS

legue table of central Africa |
matches the congentration of

vaccinations,

Accord.ng Lo experts Llhere
are more than twoe million car
riers of the AIDS virus in
Africa and 50,000 deaths have
occuered i countnes  where
the smallpox  inumunisation
Programme  Waus most  inten-
sive,

Phe 13year eradication cany
paign ended in 1030 with the
saving of two million lives a
yer and the preventien of 15
million infectiong, The glokay
saving  [rom cradication  has
peen put &t $1,000 milbhon 3
veir,
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WHO seeks evidence over
vaccine link to Aids virus

By Pearce Wright and Thomson Prentice

A report in The Times yes-
terday revealing the theory
that the Aids epidemic in
Africa may have been trig-

~gered by a smallpox im-

‘munization programme

sparked intense debale among
scientists.

Some are increasingly con-
cerned aboul ihe safety of,
potential Aids vaccines based
on the original smallpox
compound.

An urgent call for evidence
to support thc theory was
called for by the Geneva-
based World Health Organiza-
tion last night.

v Jonathan Mann, director
of the WHO programme on
Aids, said it was “imperative”
that any evidence to support
the hypothesis should be
submitted to expert scrutiny.

He said that WHO was not
aware of any scientific data
supponiing the idea that the
global smallpox eradication
project, completed in 1980,

might be connected with the
Aids outbreak.The theory was
“not proven”,

‘However, the idea that the
smailpox vaccine may have
stimulated Aids in people
infected with thé human
immunodeficiency virus
{HIV) was discussed by WHO
last autumn, it was disclosed
yesterday. No action was
taken, because of the lack of
hard evidence.

They had no follow-up data
from the smallpox eradication
campaign, because no sys-
tematic studies of the
complications produced by
the mass. immunization had
been possibie.

Some scientists believe
more research into  the
possibility is necessary.
Professor Oswald Jarrett, one
of a team of Aids vaccine
researchers at Glasgow
University, said last night:
“We need to know whether
the virus was spread from a

small to a large group of
people through the immuniza-
tion programme,”

Dr Laurence Gerlis, a clini-
cal researcher who has been
monitoring the progress of
Aids, said: “‘Previous
circumstantial evidence looks
more persuasive alongside the
latest research that shows Aids

can be snmu]ated by smalipox i
vaccination.”

But Dr Jonathan Weber, a
leading Aids rescarcher at the
Institute of Cancer Research
in London, said: “The small-
pox vaccination programme
has been and gone. The link
between it and the Aids epi-
demic are in my mind too
simplistic.”

Miss Renee Sabatier, of the
Panos Institute, an indepen-
dent health research organiza-
tion, said: “The hypothesis
imkmg the WHO programme
with the epidemic in Africa is
very difficult to prove or
disprove.” !
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Times L | Aids epidemic
117 May 1987 ‘triggered by
Smallpox | smallpox vaccine’

X | ' The greatest spread of HIV
medified versions of the infection coincides with the
smallpox vaccine {o combat most infense immunization

vaccine
‘triggered |
Aids virus’

By Fearce Wright

other diseases in developing
countries.

Other doctors who accept
lhe connection between the
anti-smatlpox campaign and
the Aids epidemic now sec
answers to questions which
had baffled them. How, for
instance, the Alds organism,
previously regarded by sci-
entists as “‘weak, slow and
vulnerable”, began to behave
like a type capable of creating
a plague.

Many experis are reluctant

programmies, with the nunber
of people immunized being as
follows:

Zaire 36,878.000; Za nbia
9.060,000; Tanzania
4.972.0060; Uganda
1,616,000; Malawai
L[18.000; Ruanda 3,382,000
nd Burundi 3,274,000
Brazil, the only South
Amerjcan country cover:d in
the eradication campaigr., has
the highest incidence of Aids
in that region.

About 14,000 Haitians, on

[N T—

Science Editor | ;
: . . { . , to support the theory publicly United Nations secondment
© The Aids epidemic may have been triggered by because they believe it would 1o Central | Aftica. . were
be interpreted unfairly ascriti-  covered in ke campaign.

the mass vaccination campaign which eradi- l :
vism of WHO. . They began 1o return home at

cated Sma“pox‘ hich ! In addition, they are con- atime when Haiti had bec
. . . , - ome !
| The World Health Organization, W :ic cerned about the {mpact- on & popular playground for San
" masterminded the 13-year campaign. 1S stucy- other public health campaigns  Francisco omesexuals,
ing new scienifc. cvidence susgesing (hat Sl ah dedgns D bt Gl o
. U, Wi the smallpox vaccine ¢ e 11U idenitfied the Aids virus in the
%Eﬁxmﬁencﬁhe unsuspcc?ed, dormant use of Paccinia in potential  US, told The Times:*The link

- h ; Aids research,
human immuno defence virus infection The coincidence botween  Charity and health workers

(HIV), the anti-smallpox campaign  are convinced that militons of

; p i G and the rise of Aids' was pew Ajds cases are abotd to hit
Some experts fear that in obliterating onc discussed privately last year gouthern Africa. After 1 meet-

disease, another disease was transformed from by experts at WHO. The oy of 80 expetts nens Genorn
a minor endemic illaess of the Third World possibility was dismissed on  this month it was revealed that |
into the current pandemic. grounds of unsatisfactory up (o 75 miflon, one third of
. it e . the population, coul ave the
While doctors now accept that Vaceinia can _Advisors to the organiza- disease within the next five
activate other viruses, they are divided about tion believed then that toc years.
whether it was the main catalyst 0 the Aids much attention was being ~ Some organizations which

} . focussed on Adds by the losety studied Africn,
epidemic. media. It is now felf fhat sk ,';'iifearyof.l\:v:m‘ beliere

But an advisor to WHO who disclosed the doutts would have risen (ha) South Africa’s black
problem, told The Times: 1 thought it was sooner if public health ponuation, so far largely pro-
k)

! | N : authorities in Africa had more  tecied from the disense, tould
just a coincidence until we studied the Jatest willingly reported infection by most affetted se fni;‘;mm

findings about the reactions which can be statistics to WHO. workers bring it into  the
caused by Vaccinia. Now I believe the Instead, some African coun-  country from the wors hit

; : ; ! tries continued to ignore the areas further north, The
f}::aallpc;)és\i'gﬁc‘;r}e’qting),{)f is the explanation 1o | existence of Aids even afier  aparthied policy. thay prodict, |
€ exp .

) US doctors alerted the world  will Intensify its outbresk by !
Fusther evidence comes from the Walter

when the infection spread 10 confining the groups into

\ . ; the United States. comparatively small, tighly |
Reed Army Medical C"?mr.c in Waskington. _However, a5 epidemiolo- populated towns where if wiil !
While smallpox vaccine is no longer kept f}?r gists eanedd n}ore inlfon‘na— g‘ei a};nost lmdpossible tc con-
: new recruits to the tion about Aids from reluctant n its spread. ‘
public health purposes, ne Central African countries,

American armed services are immunized as a
precaution against possible biological warfare.
Routine vaccination of a {9-year-old recruit
was the trigger for stimulation of dormant
HIV virus into Aids.

This discovery of how people with sub-
clinical HIV infection are at risk of rapid
development of Aids as a vaccine-induced
disease was made by a medical team working
with Dr Robert Redfieid at Walter Reed.

clues began to emerge from  between the WHO  pro-
the new findings when exam- gramme and the epidemic in
ined against the wealth of Africa is an interesting and
detail known about smallpox  important hypothesis. * can-
as recorded in the Fimal nof say thal it actually hap-
Report of the Glebaf Commis-  pened, but [ have been saving
sion for the Certification of for some vears that the use of
Smallpox Eradication. live vaccines such as that ssed
The smallipox vaccine for smallpox can activate a
theory would account for the dormant infection such as
position of each of the seven
Centra] Africar states which  “No blame can be auached

The recruit who developed Aids after
vaccination had been healthy ghroughput_hlgll
school, He was given multiple immunizations,
followed by his first smallpox vaccination.

Two and a half weeks later he developed
fever, headaches, neck stiffness and night
sweats. Three weeks later he was admitled 10
Walter Reed suffering from meningitis and
rapidly developed further symptoms of Aids
and died after responding for a short ime to

treatment.

There was no evidence that the recruit had
been involved in any homosexual activity.

In describing their discovery in a paper
published in the New England Journal of
Medicine a fortnight ago, the Walier Reed
team gave a warning against a plan to usc

Continued on page 18, col 7

top the league table of most-
affected countries; why Brazil
became the most afflicted
Latin American country; and
how Haiti became the route
fuog the spread of Aids to the

It also provides an explana-
tion of how the infection was
sprcad morc evenly between
males and females in Africa
than in the West and why
there is less sign of infection
among five to li-year-olds in
Central Africa.

Needles were reused 40 1o
60 times in the vaccination
campaign, Waving the needle
across 8 flame was the main,
but perhaps not totally
salisfaclory method, of
sterilisation.

Altkough no detailed figures
are available, WHO infor-
mation indicated that 1he Aids
league table of Central Africa
matches the concentration of
vaccinations.

to WHO, but if the hypothesis
is correct it is a tragic situation

Aids was first officially re-
ported from San Fratcisco in
1981 and it was about two
years. later before Central Af
rican stales were implicated, It
is now known that these states
had become a reservoir of
Aids as long ago as the lawe
1970s,

Although detailed figures of
Aids cases in Africa are diff.-
cult 1o collect, the more than
two million carmiers, and
50,000 deaths, astimated by
the Warld Health Organiza-
tion are concentrated jn the
countries where the smallpox
immunization programme
was mosl intensive,

The 13-year eradication
campaign ended in 1980, with
the saving of two millior lives
a year and 15 million nfec-
tions. The global saving from
eradication has been put ai
§$1,000 million a yeat.

S e c;:?’sﬁ
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Scientists dismiss theory

linking Aids to smallpox

A THEORY suggesting that the
Aids epidemic is a result of the
worldwide eradication of small-
pox was dismissed yesterday as bi-
zarre speculation. :

Scientists said the theory has no
mote foundation than stories sug-
gesting that the disease was cre-
ated in an American laboratory or
came from outer space.

They feared that the story
would join the growing mythology
of Aids which has proved difficult
to stem.

Dr Arie Zuckerman, professor
of microbiology at the London
School of Hygienc and Tropical
Medicine, said; “There is ne sci-
entific basis whatsoever for the
suggestion that smallpox vaccina-
tion has caused the Alds
epidemic.”

The story, reported in The
Times yeslerday, was based on in-
formation from an unidentified
adviser to the World Health
Organisation who is quoted as
saying: “I thought it was just co-
incidence until we studied the lat-
est findings about the reactions
which can be caused by vaccinia
[smallpox vaccinc virus]. Now I
believe the smallpox vaccine the-
ory is the explanation to the ex-
plosion of Aids.”

Two lines of cvidence were
quoted in support of the theory.
The first was that a US military
recruit rapidly developed Aids
following immunisation against
smallpox. The second was that

By Oliver Gillie
Medical Editor

those countries in central Africa
worst affected by Alds are the
countries in which most smalipox
vaccinations were performed dur-
ing the cradication programme.

In the case of the military re-
cruit Dr Robert Redfield and col-
leagues at the Walter Reed Army
Center in Washington suggest
that vaccination accelerated the
development of Aids.

However an editorial accompa-
nying Dr Redfield’s observations
in the New England Journal of
Medicine says that the occurence
of Aids in the recruit following

vaccination may well be co-inci-
dental becausc no other cases of
this kind have been found.

“The available data indicate
that scveral hundred Aids anfi-
body positive military recruits
must have received multiple
immunisations without ill effect
before routine screening and ex-
clusion of  Aids  positive
applicants,” says the editorial.
This shows that if Aids was trig-
gered in the recruit it is a compar-
atively rare event and could not
account for the Aids epidemic in
Africa.

“The case of the military re-
cruit can not explain the Aids cpi-
demic in Africa,” says Proicssor
Zuckerman. “Even if smailpox

More victims likely to sue

BRITISH LAWYERS are predict-
ing an “cpidemic” of legal actions
by Aids victims following an Aids
related litigation explosion in
America, Robert Rice writes.

In the light of Government pre-
dictions that 4,000 peopte in Brit-
ain will have died of the disease
by 1990, doctors, hospitals and
employers in high risk areas face
an increasing risk of being sued
as the number of Aids sufferers
continues to rise.

Much of the litigation in Amer-
ica has been over discrimination
against Aids victims or carriers
of HIV, but one casc raised the

question of whether hospitals
could be held strictly responsible
for supplylng contaminated
blood, after a 1d-year-old
haemophiliac contracted Alds
from a transfusion.

Although the US courts have
treated the supply of blood as a
service, excluding the possibility
of strict product liability actions
succeeding against hospitals, ac-
cording to two solicitors, David
Meclntosh and Simon Pearl, writ-
ing in the specialist publication
Product Liability International, it
would almost certainly be consid-
ered a product under UK law.

vaccination did occasionally trig-
ger quicscent Aids that person
would die sconer and so be less
likely to spread the disease. The
theory is nonsensical.”

The sccond argument suggest-
ing that the arcas where Aids is
mosl intense co-incide geographi-
cally with areas where smallpox
was eradicated is equally vulner-
able to careful examination.

The World Health Organisa-
tion which organised the global
cradication of smallpox said yes-
terday that there was no evidence
linking vaccination with Aids.

Dr Jonathan Mann, director of
the WHO Aids programme, said:
“Smallpox was an ancient scourge
and smallpox vaccine was widely
used in many areas of the world
during the last two centurics.
During all this time neither the
smallpox discase virus nor the
smalfpox vaccine virus (vaccinia)
was ever linked to upsurges in any
other disease.

“Globally the geographic distri-
pution of the smallpox eradica-
tion and the distribution of Aids
arc not similar, In Asia, where
hundreds of millions of smallpox
baccinations were given in 1967-
72, Aids remains rare.”

Dr Denald Henderson, who di- |
campaign !

rected the WHO

against smallpox, said: “This is a .

preposterous theory, Mass vac-
cination has been going on in Af-

rica since at least the 1920s. [ am

dumbfounded.”
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State urged

homosexuality

THE Government should be
pressurised to drop the legiskation
which criminalises homosexual
activity, American priest, the Rev
Bernard Lynch, suggests on a
new audio cassette on AIDS,
jaunched in Dublin last night by
the Auxiliary Bishop of Dublin,
Dr Desmond Williams.

Father Lynch who is founder of
the AIDS Ministry in New York,
says this should be done because
people will be sexually ‘active
whether anybody approves of it
or not.

The cassette, produced by
Veritas Publications, features
interviews with Father Lynch and
Father Paul Lavelle, co-ordinator
of the Catholic bishop’s MNationai
Task Force on AIDS in which
both priests come out in favour of
the use of condoms to prevent the
spread of the disease,

Dr Williams appealed for ade-
quate funds to care for those

suffering from AIDS and said a
comprehensive education of the
public about AIDS was
necessary.

“In this- time of financial con:
straint we must be careful to
ensure that adegquate resources
are concentrated on the care of
those - suffering from either the
AIDS virus or the AIDS condi-
tion. “These resources must be
both human and material, We will
need to provide human support
and assistance to sufferers and
will also need to allocate financial
resources. for the provision of
care the sufferers will need ip
dealing with the disease as it
develops,” Dr Williams said.

Fr Lavelle said the gay com-
muapity in Ireland should not be
isolated because of the publicity
surrounding the problem. “The
Government, even at a time of
cuts, should consider restoring
some financial support to the Gay
Health Action Group,” he said.
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COLMAN CASSIDY ON THE PLIGHT oF HAEMOPHILIACS HIT BY AIDS
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n bsol’uely cnfidetia! telep‘hone advice
service attended by doctors, will be available
till Friday 15th May.

TUESDAY 12th
2p.m. to 5p.m. and

9.30p.m. to 12p.m. (Midnight)
SIMPLY DIAL 10 AND ASK FOR

FREEFONE AIDS

or Dial (01)795577 Direct

Depavtment of Health iy

‘IS
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[Aif)—Si frecphonem“ l,

| ‘quite busy’

The AIDS freephone, operated
by the Department of Health, was |
“quite busy'’ yesterday, & spokes- |
womas for the henlth Eduncation
Burcau resported. '

She said the service would
operate for extended hours ihis
week because of special pro-
granumnes RTE would be broadcast-
ing on radie and television to
inform and answer people’s ques-
tions abont AIDS.

The hours today and tomorrow
are from 2 p.m, to 5 pam. and
9,30 p.n. to midnight; on Thurs-
d?—{ from 7 p.m. t¢ midnight; and
Friday from 2 p.m. to § p.m. and
930 p.m. to 1 am. RTE will
sereen two major ‘“Today
Tonight”’ programmes, presented
by Michael Heney, tonight and
tomorrow might.

A spokesman for the Depari-
ment of Henlth said the response to
the availability of the freephone
indicated the high level of concern
among those who called in.
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Boy George gnd his irish-born wother, Dinak .. .
she has stood by him through off his troubles.

t

Boy George —

Why I'm scared
of getting AIDS

BOY GEORGE has hidden himself away in a
carcfully-guarded Gothic mansfon In a Loundon

" suburh as he hattles his one-time £500 a day drug

habit, And yesterday he spoke out for the first
time about the new — and equally deadly — fear
that now haunts him: AIDS_.

The superstar's house, set
on the edge of Hampstead !*
Heath, Is protecied by see-:

. urlty cameras, floodlights
and barked wite fenees,

But George is all too
well  mware  that this
elaborate securlty system is
ne guard against the killer
virus,

“Yon have to be 3o
careful  naw, with  the
dangers of  AIDS," he
admits,  “I'm not  pro-
mscuous - and I've never
slept around,

“In Amezlca, londs of old
fuecns of yaung boys come
up and ask to Kiss me, hut
1 alweys jump back and say
na, beécanse I am frightened
of catching a disense, ;

“But_thert 1 give in aad
! say ‘Oof, just on the cheek

then,’ and I spend all nighy

seeubling  my  cheek  and
putting on make.up agaln,”

George, whose house Iy
home to & £300,000 art col-
lectlon, is paw extremely
self-celtloal about his deng
addletlon, “1 have heert ex-
tremely  self  ndulgend,
Looking Back wmow, It's a
nighgtmare and 5 seal
i:“,‘}“““ I ever came through

And the asupe:star, whp
s;lw ‘t’wo of h!; best friends
¢ becanse of drugs, pa
tribote t¢ the su])puat‘t’ af ,1‘:915
Dubln-born mother, Dinah,
gave him In flghting his ad.

ietlon,

Throughout his  wlth.
drawnl ordeal, then arrests
and the blzze of pubilelty,
she's been there — to offer
comforl, suppert or just a
mtich-needed cuddel (o fror
Boy,

After Mis arrest on sop.
pected Foaseaslnn of drugs
just belare Cliristmas, and
the death of his irtend,
Mark  Goldlng, she was
there agaln o stand by
George,

Though Dinah  hag ac-
cepted her son's ake-up,
musk: and dress, ghe [yst
could nat stand hy png
watch him become wnother
drug  stafistic, Tl die
first,” she told him , , , and
her words got throngh, Top
Georgle It was now time
ta face the truth — he yway
An addiet, ang klcking
heroin would be hely,
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AIDS

. THE estate of Liberace has filed!
a claim against Riverside county,:
California, alleging the coroner
damaged the late entertainer’s:
rcFutation by linking his death to
AIDS. The claim accuses Coroner.
Raymond Carrillo of ordering atj
unnecessary post-mortem and of
violating state laws by disclosing
Liberace’s blood, 'tested positive
for the AIDS virus before & cause:
of death was determined. Mt
i Carrillo said on Monday he did
not violate the law, saying two
news conferences held before th

cause of Liberace’s death wag
announced only reported evidence
. the pianist suffered from a conta~;
‘gious discase. His physician,

signed a death certificate " saying,
Liberace died of cdrdiac arrest,
{due to inflammation of the brain.'.

The body was removed to a
mortuary, but Mr Carrillo ordered
it retuned to Riverside county for;
4 post-mortem, after which the’
coroner announced that Liberace,

died of complications caused by,

AIDS. — (AP) R

@ The West German border police:
commang yesterday ‘suspended -a’
directive “which " said border:

uards should turn- back
oreigness suspected  of . being’
AIDF” cartiers: “ (UPD) - <110

v
1 e
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Smallpoy virus link with Ajdg

From Dr Jonathan Mann

Sir, The article {May 11) entitled
“Smallpox vaccine ‘triggered Aids
vitus ™ joing many other un-
proven and specylative ideas
about the origin of Aids. We are
ROt aware of any scientific data
which would support the idea that
the global smallpox eradication
gljggramme might be linked to

ids,

Smalipox  was an ancient
scourge and smalipox vaccine was
used widely in many areas of the
world during the last two centu-
ries. During ali this time, neither
the smallpox disease virus nor the
smallpox vaccine virus was ever
linked to upsurges in any other
disease, The only result we know
of from the smallpox eradication
programmc was the eradication of
smallpox itself

Globally, the geographic dis-
tribution of smallpox eradication
programmes and (he geographic
distribution of Ajds does not fit. In
Asia, where hundreds of millions
of smalipox vaccinations were
given from 1967 tg 1972, Aids
remains rare, Conversely, the
United States ig experiencing a
major Aids epidemic, vet small-
POX was eradicated there many

' years ago. As many doses of

smallpox vaccine were given in

- west Africa as in centrai Africa, yet

Aids is less common in west thar
in central Africa,

As the current World Health
Assembly has emphasized, we
must concentrate on actjon to
prevent the spread of Aids rather
than on speculation about it

origins, Further, 10 overcome any’
confusion which may have been

caused, it s Imperative that

whatever scientific information
Wwas available to support  the
hypothesis presented in this article

be brought 1o light_rapidly and ;
submitted to open, international

and scientific scrutiny.,

Yours sincerely,

JONATHAN MANN {Director,
Special Programme on Aids),
World Health Organization,
CH-1211 Geneva 27,
Switzerland,

May 11,

From Dr Laurence Gerljs
Sir, According o reports
today, the World Health Organ-
isation discounts the theory that
dormant HIV {human jmmung-
deficiency Virus) infection may
have been stimulated by the anti-
smallpox vaccinatjon campaign in
the. sixties and seventics,

The theory claims that an
endemic disease in central Africy
may have becn stimulateg by

vaceination tp become more wide.
spread. Since the theory holds that
the disease wag endemic only in
central Africa at that time, the low
level of Aids in Asia now does not
necessarily invalidate it. The route
of transmission of Aids to the
United Siates is well documented
as being from Zaire 1o Haiti and
on to the US.

The theory does not criticize the

HO or jis vaccination pro-
gramme in any way, byt since
there has been speculation about
the link between smallpox ang
HIV, it may be worthy of dis-
£ussion. Thig speculation existed

Institute of 3 tS-year-old man wha
developed Aids after smallpox
Yaccination,

Since it is acknowledged that
this could oceur 1Ow, one might
wish 10 consider whether it could
have occurred in the past. It has
implications upon current work
with vaccines based OR vaccinia to
immunise HIV about which the
WHO take no osition, as well as
on the conduct of mass vaccina-
tion campaigns,

ours sincerely,

LAURENCE GERLIS,
21 Devonshire Place, w1,
May 12.
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Married may be
justified using
condoms— Jesuit

“FOR MANY people, especially
Catholics, the use of condoms is
morally wrong, but there is a
theological opinion that the use of
condoms in marriage can be justi-
fied where the intention is not to
prevent cenception but to prevent
spread of an infection,” the Rev.
Paul Luvelle, SJ, writes in a new
book on AIDS. ‘“The intention
redefines the use of o condom in
marital intercourse: because there
is ne contraceptive intent it is not
a contraceptiye ack, . U
““The hurch's ~view = is. that
sexunl  refalionships  ougside  of
marriage are moratlly wrong. |
would ask il homosexual sctivity,
adultery or fornicalion are any
more sinfut or wrong if proteciion

is taken against transmitting a
deadly disease.”
Father Lavelie, the full-time

pastoral care co-ordinator of the
Catholic  Social Service Confer-
ence task force on AIDS, makes
the argument in his contribution
to Dr Derek Freedmans “AIDS
the Probiem in "

— frefand ™,
published in Dublin vesterday.

Father Lavelie, ‘whose own
work is with drug abusers in
Dublin city, said yesterday he
was tryang to focus on the behav-
lour of people fram a moral peint
Of view,

In relation to drug abusers, he
- said he was not in a position at
. this po:mt to come down for or
against providing sterile needies
o methadone  maintenance lor
~ people who will continue (o use
drugs. "1t would be very hard for
the priest to have (o be the one to
say ‘put these kids on another
addictive drug’ but we would be
idiots if we didn't say it should be
piven some consideralion,

CTewould be totally undesirable
if such programmes had to be
implemented from the point of
view of people working to keep
young peeple drug-free. Unfortu-
nately a ncw situation has devel-
oped in Dublin where you are
now dealing with a virus that is
capable of taking life.

“Mcroin abuse messes up your
life, destroys your famil{l ife. It
Eenera[li oesn't kill, Now we

ave & iller virus,” he said.

f>r Freedman said he had not
made up his mind whether
syringes or methadone should be
given out, and be had not come
down on cither side in his bock.

His area involves sexually
transmitted disease, His view of
the overall situation was this :
“We have a very grave situalion
in terus of drug abusers and it’s
]r)articu]arly difficult because the
acifities for caring for people on
the f;round and (or caring for
people with scxually transmitted
discases are so deficient. They
are just told they are positive,
they are infected” and not told
what to do with themselves.”

Dr. James Walsh, deputy chief
medical officer of the Department
of Health, said thal from this
weekend on, all regional health
hoards would have a confidential
telephone  service which indi-
viduals can call to find out aboul
AIDS. He believes a big problem
still exists in getting homosexual
or bisexual men, ﬁvin outside
Dublin and who are not in contact
with gay groups in Dublin, to
come forward for testing,

The hook, writien
ordinary lay person, is
Town House at
distributed by Easons.

for the
ublished
£3.95 and

Pledge of support
to drug abusers

The Minister of State at the
Department of Health, Mr Ley-
den, said yesterday that while
voung people had to be educated
to avaid experimentation  with
drups, those who were already
injcclinfg drugs intravenously
should be encouraged and sup-
poried in their efforts to discon-
tinue the habit as quickly as
possible and, in the meantime, to
aveid sharing needles at all costs.

It was known that 364 intrave-
nous drug abusers had been
infected with the AIDS virus, and
the number mi%ht be higher, he
said at a meecting in Dublin of
personmel those

working  with
abusers.

'*‘S‘ Lﬂ‘«w Omzm-



Irish Times
14" May 1987

[No move yet on clean
needles for addicts

STHE Deputy Chief Medical Officer of the Department of
Health, Dr James Walsh, said yesterday that the Department is,
“lgoling” at what is happening in other countries where drug
-+ iicts are given clean ncedles, and methadone as a substitute
I, v teroin, lo prevent the spread of- AIDS. .

“Research is being carried out in Scotland and Italy on
giving drug abusers clean ncedles and indeed syringes and
mixing bowls”, Dr Walsh said on RTE Radie 1 at lunchtime.
“Tiut until we know more about it, we wouldn't like 1o
undertake it in this country.”

2r Walsh said he felt thers was *'a certain amount of
meri§’ i giving addicts methadone tablets as a substitufe for
heroin, which has been tried in several Zuropean countries and
in th: United States. "We are fearning from what's going on in
‘pther couniries rather than rushing in ourselves. Some of the |
resulss in this area are quite good.” ‘
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llflb/ignggCall for early start with antiviral drugs gﬁi‘f(f%

i ’I"‘REATMENT with antiviral drugs to
combat AIDS should start as soon as

“Matipnal Cancer Institute in Bethesda, said

| déctors wait for patients who are infected

with human immuncdeficiency virus
{H1V} to develop symptoms before they
prescribe antiviral drugs, it is almost
certainly too late, he said, “If we were infec-
ted with AIDS,"” he added, “we would not
want to wail until we had AIDS to be
freated with an antiviral drug.”

with a group of researchers. They had asked
ihe manufacturers of the aotiviral drug
azidothymidine _(AZT): if they could
prescribe it for people who were infected
ith HIV but had not vet developed the

s symptoms of AIDS. While he was there, the
manufacturer’s reply came through: No.

¥The drilg.was apparently in short supply.
But Gallo said that he believed that

AZT<hould be available to treat people

people know that they ‘have antibodies to-
.the virus, .Robert Gallo, of the US’s..

-in alecture at the Royat College of Physi-.
_etans in London at the end of last month. If .

Ciatlo said that he had been in Taiwan.

when they first became infected.

On the spread of AIDS, Gallo said that |
the ‘most important problem was drug |
abuse, “This is the most important way that
this virus will be spread over the next few

decades, not from promiscaity or bleod -

transfusions.” It was possible to predict, he .

.added, that the number of cases of HIV |

infection in haemophiliacs and those |
resulting from blood transfusions would
continue to go down as methods to screen :
donated biood improved. —
The number of cases of AIDS in homo-’
sexuals would also drop, Gallo said. With-
out being callous, a sizeable percentage of |
homosexuals in the US were already either
infeeted, sick or dead, ~
‘Spme aspects of AIDS in homosexuals

supgest that different factors play 4 part in-

the course of the disease in this group, |
Gallo said. For example, the skin tumour

called Kaposi’s sarcoma appears six or

seven times more frequently in homo-
sexuals than in other high-risk groups. This
suggests that other envirgnmeiital - factors. |
are involved in thisigroup, . O !
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AIDS testing

The right-wing fanatics are atit again, Sec-
retary of Education William Bennett, whose
most recent contribution to education was to
complain last December that the schools are
notspending enough time teaching the virtues
of nuclear war, has now decided heis also an
expert on public health.

In a statement that “had the approval of the
White House” and “yeflected the president’s
thinking,” Bennett declared that “AIDS test-
ing” should be made mandatory. Bennett also
said that those who are tesied should not have
the right to confidentiality. Appropriately,
Bennett’s diatribe was disrupted by twe gay
rights activists from the Lavender Hill Mob,
Michael Petrelis and Marty Robinson, who
shouted “Test drugs, not people!” Petrelis has
AIDS.

1t is well past time fo clear up the issue of
testing. It is an issue used by the rightwing
who have an agenda of whipping up irrational
fears, homophobia ard racism, The last thing
these advacates of mandatory testing have in
mind is the health of the population at large.

There is a great jeal of misinformation
around about both AIDS and the commonly
used test for the HIV virus, called the Elisa
test. The misinformatien and lack of general
awareness is one of the most dangerous as-
pects of the ATIDS crisis.

The misinformed may believe that there
would be some benefit to mandatory testing.
Actually the currently available test has one
main value and that is to screen blood dona-
tions. It has successfully made donated blood
used by hospitals and doctors safe for every-
one. It has done this by testing positive on
every infected sample as well as some that are
not infected.

And this is where the limits cf the test come
in. The Elisa test is documented to have a very
high rate of ““false positives” — that is, blood
samples that test positive for HIV antibodies

ay 14, 1987

- Medical Association {Jan. 11, 1985),

hut actually do not contain the antibodies. Es-
{imates vary as to the number of false positives
from a report in the Journal of the American
which
gays thatam ajority are “false positives,” toa
New York study recently reported by the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties TUnion which found thatlup
to 90% of all positives are {alse.

Further, it should be noted that even a “true
positive” on the Elisa test only indicates expo-
gure to the BIV virus and does not indicate

"whether the person actually has ATDS.

Of course, for those who wish to be tested, it
is absolutely imperative that the results are
kept completely confidential, Bennett's sug-
gestion thatit choutd be otherwise should have
been immediately denounced from every place
of authority. Without complete confidentialily,
there is the danger of pushing the disease
ungerground as thosein need ofhelp areright-
fully fearful of government abuge. That there
were no outeries from Reagan administration
officials or even the Centers for Disease Con-
trol over Bennett’s remarksisnota good omen.

Those who are advocating mandatory test-

munity but being pushed by rightwing politi-
clane and appointees in public positions) are
afflicted with a narrow world view. They are
willing to sacrifice the public health to satisfy
their rightwing political agenda.

But AIDS is an issue for all of society. [tisa
dangerous disease that requires all the re-
sources available to modern science to fight. It
will take the work of all of society to eradicate
AIDS. The solution is not testing of the popula-
tion, The most immediate need is education of
the population 8o that the way the discase is
spread is clearly understood. That includes
understanding why the use of condoms by all
men, gay and straight, is absolutely necessary.
The other part of the solution is for the gov-
ernment to finally put millions of doliars into
research as well as care for people with AIDS.

It is only prejudice and irrational homo-
phobia that is gtanding in the way of launch-
ing an all-out effort that could end the ATDS
crisis. That and the refusal of the Reagan ad-
ministeation to provide adequate funding for
research. As we'vesaid before, it’s time to stop.
funding Star Wars and start funding a war on|

ing (a proposal rejected by the medical com- AIDS.
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Pledge of support
to drug abusers

The Minister of State at the
Department of Health, Mr Ley-
den, said yesterday that while
young people had to be educated
to avoid experimeniation with
drugs, those who were already
injecting drugs intravenously
should be encouraged and sup;
potted in their efforts to discon-
tinue the habit as quickly as
possible and, in the meantime, to

avoid sharing needles at all costs. |

It was known that 364 intrave-
nous drug abusers had been
infected with the AIDS virus, and

the number might be higher, he .
said at a meeting in Dubiin of
personnel working with those |

abusers,
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Church
in Aids
U-turn’

A priest has called for
homoseguality to be
legalised ih Eire in what
is being seen as a
U-turn.by the Roman
Catholic Church on the
issue.

The Rev Barnard Lyach
— on un gudio tape which
features “the Rev Paul
Lavelle, ‘Yead of the
Ciwurch’s “task force on
Aids — urges that homo-
sexuality should be made
legal,” -

The tape is simed at
priests and social workers,

The call has almost cer-
tainly been made with the
approval of the Bishops in
response to the Aids crisis.

In the past they have led
calapaigns .against
attempts. to make hemo-
sexuality morally or legally
acceptable in Eire.

On the tape, Dr Lynch
says Aids is a major prob-
lem.

He is founder of the Aids
Ministry of the Roman
Catholic Church in New
York. .

Both priests on the tape

urge active homosexuals to
use condoms =-— another
major departure for the

Church,

Dr- Lynch aays: there -

should be pressure on the
Eire Government to drop
its law against
homosexuals,

“It is necessary that we
know what people are
doing. People are
homosexually active,

whether we like it or not,”

says the priest,




