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AIDS virus

Sir - It is being sug-
gested that the use of
condoems to prevent the
transmission of the AIDS
virus i legitiraates and
that the use can be con-
doned by the Church.
The intention is not cen-
traceptive, the argument
runs, and so the use iy
not  c¢overed by the
Churel’s condemnation
of contraceptiosn.

But a prior question
necds to be faced. Js the
use  of the condom a
direer sterilisaiion of the
act of sexuval intercourse?

If it ks.-then the use is
marally unacceplable, re-
gardiess of the intention
inspiring it. 1 find it fm-
possible to see how wear-
ing a condom c¢an be
other than an  act of
direct stertlisztion.

The intention may bhe
te  prevent the trans-
migsion  of  the  AINS
viras,  bur  the  deed
sterilises directly the act
of intercourse. Tle
sterilisation muy ot be
what is direelly desired,
but 1t is so  directly
putsed that it cannot be
put outside the intention.

In short, 1 do not sce
how  the principle  of
double effect can ke ap-
plied bere, and so the wte
of (he condom does fal
under the Church's gene
cral probihition and can
not he -condoned.

MICHATI .

MceGUCKIAN 8.
Della Strada,
Doovadasle Rd..
Limerick.

A Chura -~ Regarding
the “Lare Lare Show” on
Mav 13, my sympathy
went with the man in the
audience  who  was  “a
wee  bit d sappointed"”
with the practical leossun
on the condom. | think
he was a4y sad on his
wity bome as | owas,

i recalled Marie An-
toinette, Queen of
France, whose Leart way

‘broken, not by the pro- -

spect of her approaching
death by guitlotine, Lut
by the alienution of lwer
children by the L new
power in France.

I think some aspects of
the media, especially tele-
vision. constitute a form
of persecution, that the
older generation hag (o
endure -~ unintenlional,
I'hope. The accusation of
being old and fgnorant
5 only o miner example.
Their ideals and rradj-
tions are being constantly
denigrated and sometimes
held up to ridicule. That
gencration has taken on
board more changes in
their - apodus  vivendi,
sociallv and cconomically,
than any previous gener-
ation, and have done so
mastly with dignity,

Tao tell ws we cun
turn off  the knob iy
facile: we do pay  our
licences, and we must
extend courtesv to other
viawers i the  famile.
To tell us that this or
that is reality is less thap
comnlimentary ro the
majority of pcople.

The media, especially
television, iy our  new
preacher. - and  we dun't
hive to fravel tu feur ity
doctrine. | know  rhe
Direetor of Programmes
had 1o portray a  bal-
annced view, as he sees if.
But a prodocer must be
sorely tempted to be seen
o madern  and  up-to-
date. [fe  las a  wvorv
mmerons lask udeed. Yt
must needs be that sear-
dals come.” waid  Christ,
but He added: “Woe o
bim throngh whom ey
coeme

MATILDA COONEY
Lugmiurran,
Portlaoise.
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'PRESIDENTIAL Hopefuls Uneasy
ibout Juestions Qn Adultery.”

S0 ead a headline op the frant
rage al ‘Thursday’s New  York Times.
' . et
Ciary Mary is politically dead, as far
&s Precidential contests are goncernsa,
but h ghast s stilfi haunting the
Presidential campaign, The Press in the
tousse of the week bombarded all the
Presidential candidetes with questions
ke thase:

“"Do ¥ou coiisider adultery ¢ be 2
fItmite  campaign  isswe  and  voter
Loncer) 7%

"_Huw should a hypothetcal Presidential
candidite who has snot committed adultery
answer  the question ‘*Have you ever
commitied adultery?* ™
"How should a hypothetical candidate

who his committed ‘adulter §
_ Y ahswer
same guestion?" the

Almost alt the candidates hedged, very
irally. Candidates know that the ideq of
imal or  “illegitimate™ vating
TN s @ overy slippery one 1 handle in
AN electarul cantest- What s of  getual
concern o the voter —— whether e

concern is heid to bo legitimate or ot ~ 5.

ail that realiy matiers.

The arct that a3 glven “voting gencérn®
= &3 about a candidate’s suspected
adultery -— s deemed to be {llegitimate,
does uo;_deprive 4 vole 50 mgtivated of wny
Pt of its electoral validity. The fact taat
Gary Hart considered the qusstion of his
own aleged aduliery fo be politically
lrrcteva.lg. did not prevent that question
from teoing so pelitically relevant that i
blasted his political caroer, within a week
ftmm the day when the question came to “hE
ore.

ihe remaining  Presidential
capnot  classify  adultery as  politically
ircelevant, without the risk of ' arousing
suspician, in that large catepory of vo'ers
which does not share that view, On -the
other hand, the candidates cannor say flatly
thitt i s politically relevanl, without risking
a losi of support from that other large
carezory of voters which sympathised with
Gary Hart, und still rescnts hls treatrment ag
tae hnds of the media

S¢ the eandidates hiedge, What else can
they do? Dernos is a harsh and capricieus
mastrr, apd hates 1o be costradicted,
especally  when  he  Is engaged in
cuntradicting himself,

Tae nervous. muflled answers of the
cand'dates 1o those queslions are not of
much irterest. Bur the questions themselves
are ety inleresting. constituting as they de
&0 altogether new phenomenon in Amer.can
elect wral history,

Brostdentinl candidates have never beforo
heen faced with public questioning of this
kind The original question. put at a Press
Conference to Cary Harl, "Have you zver
coramitied adultery?” seems still o Legele
niinds. and prompt further questions in this
ar:a. The press itself does nob seem sure
why it has suddenly started behaving in (his
ippatently prorient way,

The separation of sex from politics was
once AMOSE As shrict a rile in America as
the Tuia of the separation of Church from
State:  During  the 1960 Presidential

CAmpRiga a reporter assigned to the logby
of Tohn, Kemnedv's Manhattan Hotel to
political comings aund
20mgs  there, infermed his  editer  that
Konped was being wvisited by “A  well
knawn aztress” tprobably Marilvn Monree),
"Theve s no sty in that” ruled the editor.
Mot many editors could be relied on Lo

candidates

-+ oy Ggewhat kds happened? ; 3
some thoughts an

Sexual promiscuily among politicians was quite wid ' L with.
indulgence, even with a touch of admiration. But in America noW_AI_I}S_gﬁs
a dark shadow over such relationships.

wrach PR

Politics
of Aids

LI
ven'f sépnt
ot e ofibr

gncsses of iy o,
.The basle: phenomeuon tﬁﬁhs.'rtu.

hand down a_similar ruling, iy,
gy cnnvinchg‘-nx{rlanaﬁon- if

B, .
explained, in the Gary Hart e3sé; s that”
-people seemed to be more worried about

the possibility that he might -be a
womaniser, than people used to be about
such a possibility on the part. ef  earlier

candldates and presidents, My guess ds vhat, *

like much eise thal seems 1o be going on In
the subconsciousness of Americans in the
'30s. this phenomenen is AIDS-connected,

Up to_about 1981 sexual proniiscuity
uvsed to be quite widely regarded with
indulgence, and even a touch of admiration,
as lending a bit of spice and dash to o
.moliticina’s  reputstion. (An  athitude pot
unknown in Treland todayl, But in Amerlea,
4s the '80s draw to a close, AIDS is casting
& dark and lengthening shadow over such
patterns of relationships.

Even the bare
possibility that a
President might be
elected who would die
of AIDS is enough
tn give Americans
the heeby-jeebies,

Evervone knows that a miltipliclly of
sexual telationships increases the danger of
AIDS. 8o promiscully hepins to look, no
longer  dgshing, but  sinjster  in jts
implications, Even the Bare possibility that
a president might be elected whe would dis
of AIDS in lhe .Whitehouse is enough. to

give  #nany  Americans the screaming
heeby-eebies,

Hence, 1 think, the hew nervousness,
henee the questions, surfacing out of depths
of subponsclous ahxiety, We are, afler all,
ralking about soma of the side effects of a
plague, now in its carly stages

1t is reckoned that 1.5 mililen of
Americans have been cxposed to the Alds
virug, By the ¢nd of the century, barring
a medical breakthrough —- abeot one fifth

Denna Rlee: questions, few answera.

of all Americans are expected to be so
exposed, And the U.S, Surzecn-General has
warned thal ne medical breakthrough, with
widespread affects, seems likely before the
end of the century,

Of course, similar prospects face most,
perhaps all, other couptries. But America is
now deeper into the nightmare than other
eountries, And Americs s less used to
nightmares than others,

Maost of the discussien of AIDS so far
has negessarily been clinically orienied, and
conicerned with provention Yet it Is already
clear thet the diseasz must ulso have fore
reaching social and pollriesl consequences,
It is. likely for example, to alfect race
relations, and probably for the worse. The
category most expased to the virus, and
least apt 1o change its beheavour In order
to reduce the cxposure, consists of poor
drug abusers using dirty needles. And most
of these are blacks in the Inner cities, These
drug  abusers will become even mare
frighiening than they already are, both to
whites and ~- especially - .t¢ the ather
blacks, among whom they live.

One thing that seems certaln is that all
this will have become a lot warse, and more
canspicuous, than it'ls now, by the time the
Presidential . ¢lection  ¢omes  round in
November 1988 (assuming Renald Reagan
holds out till then), What Learing the AIDS
factor might have on thal contest js largely
unpredictable. Yot, one or two patterns may-
already, perhaps, be seen emerging

On the Republican side, the AIDS facter
seems llkely to strain the relations Detween
iwo of the components in the Reaganile
coalition: the Moral Majority, miginly bitsed

ely regarded with .

on the Bible Belt, and the um.rqg paobile?
urbas young (Yupples). Jerry-Falwell, Moral
Majority leader, hws a’})pearﬁd do-yiew AIDS
with favour as God's punishment on sinners
{including, presamably, hawmophetinps, an
eople who got transfusiops’ of  inicoted
1iolor.-d). S

The young, “moré ut rifkl frdm’ AIDS
than thelr elders, suem_uﬂhkelf); tp view thp
Falwell approach with much favour. 1€ the
Moral Majority are as prombnent-in 1988,
on the Republican side,” as’' they were in
1980 and 1984, many young peopls:maight
desert the Republicans, - R

Qo the other baud, If for that god .other
reasans ~ ‘for example, the -scandals of
“Pearlygate” and twe misfortuned of the TV
p ¥ ~—the Republl wers td shub
the Moral Majority, they might losa some
votes in the South, I )

On he  Democratic. side - the réfevant
tensions are .mainly  between the white
“ethnle” bloes — Poles, ltaliand, Irish,
Crechs, ete, — and the *raclal™ mdnorities,
mainly blacks and Paerte Ricans. AIDS
stoms likely o make these tenslons worse.
This factor affecls, even now, the ghances
af the Rev, Jesse Yackson, and, in longer
perspective, puts In doubt the Democratle
hopes of the Presldency, bright as. these
have scemed  to  become, with the
spectacufar  decline of the Reagan
Administeatian, during the last six months.
Singe  the full of Gary Hart, Jesss
kg0 f Bemocrzlic fropt rupner.

rklag: i
gqnvégtiun
the Yide-Py
ticket.

slot on the I

tbn.. the “J st
?airil’ make an etfoctive:bid. dar

The original question,
put ‘to Gary' Hart,
‘Have: you ever
commitied adultery?’
seems still to boggle
minds, and prompt
further questions . ..
L

By playing his cards carefully, as he Is
now doing, Jesse Jackson pould come to
play a major role at the Democratic
Cobventlon, and win the Vice-Presidential
slot on the party ticket. The queslion s,
what would happen then?

Theve would obviously be one great
“plus'’ for the Demoecrats. Lacge numbes of
blacks, who would aot otherwise vote at
all, would comg out te vole for @
Democratic  ticket  which Included  Jesse
Jacksan, But would that tlcket cost the
Democrats more white votes than §t would
win in black votes?

‘Not necessarily, Most white racists --
though by no means all — now vote
Republlcen anyway. Many white Damocsuls
would be glad to see g good, black
candidite on the ticket, And Jesse Tackson
looks - like 4 good candidate this year, as
last year he did not.

Yet [ fear the potential effvets of the
AIDS factor on all thai, Nat fust ihe
spocifle heavy incldence of AIDS In the
jnmer  cltles, but the general climate of
plague, alwavs  conducive to  Incroased

pleion and avoid of strangers. Yer
other, caunter balancing factors may appeat.
And surprises, Who foresaw -what has just
happened to Gary Hart?

=l
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EEC condemns

compulsory

AIDS screening

From Rebecca F ranceskides,
in Brussels

EEC HEALTH Ministers yester-
day condemned compulsory mass
; screem'ng, especially at borders,
to identity possible AIDS victims.

There "were fears that some
countries such as West Germany
were ready to introduce obliga-
tory blood tests to prevent the
entry of AIDS sufferers.

Eatlier in the week the German
Interior Minister, Mr Friedrich
Zimmermann, had proposed that
Germany should close ils borders
to AIDS victims. But at vester-
day’s mecting the German iealth
Minister, Mrs Rita Suessmuth,
said that there were no such
plans.

The Minister for Health, Dr
O’Hanlon, said that Ircland now
had 19 cases of AIDS and there

had been 12 deaths from the
virus. He said that the only
weapon at Government’s disposal
to fight AIDS was public
information.

He opposed obligatory mass
screening as a way of finding and
controlling the spread of the
infection or identifying AIDS vic-
tims. He said Irerand would be
against restricting the entry of
AIDS carriers,

He did not want to see notifica-
tion of the virus made compul-
sory, as this would breach
confidentiality and put people off
reporting the illness.

In a joint statement after the
meeling Ministers said they op-
posed “any policy of systematic
and compulsory screening, in par-
ticular during” health checks at
frontiers,”
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AIDS trace
is ruled out

EEC health ministers yesterday wuled out suggestions of
compulsory follow-up investivations for AIDS patiends,
writes Bernard Purcell from Brussels. )

Ministers mel in Brussels to discuss co-ordinating
resedarch and public information campaigns for AIDS and :
cancer.,

The consensus al the raeeting was that compulsory
notification for AIDS patients znd their sexual contacts
would be undesirable.

“It was decided that if this did happen it might
stop people turning up for examjnation and there is a
need for confideatiality in such matters, ministers
believed,” said Irish Health Minister Rory O'Hanlon,

Ministers also ruled out any sokgestion of border
controls which would forbid access to suspected carriers,

There has been no pressure on Treland to emphasise
the desirability of condoms, Dr. O'Hanlon said.

Mertnwhile, Britain refused o back aplanned £16
million EEC anti-cancer campaign until the cost is cut
by more than half,

S e
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fbusnness and 1s girding’ ‘her Im.us :

- fot ‘the A'IQS campaign: -

1t I‘ know ﬁhis Isare something ‘ex-
fashlon modc]s _no! alily do, but the
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against
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Late

condoms — no

Lafe

Church ire

THE Late Late Show's explicit demornistration o# |

the use of.condoms was

"quite constructive’ but

would offend the moral sensibilities of many
people, said the Catholic Press Office yesterday,

Reacting to the programme,
which received immediate com-
plaints from many appalled
viewers, the director of the
Catholic Press Office, Mr. Jim
Cantwell,. said it was difficult
to know what precise audience
was being addressed. ‘“But
perhaps one of it's effects was
to show that the uge of con-
doms in the context of AIDS
is not risk free, and we are
talking about a Kiiler disease
for which there is no know
cure.”

RTE defended their decision
lo  show the demonstration
which  was  similar to one
shown on British TV recently.
Viewers had been warped by
Gay Byrne that some might
not find the item suitable. But
an  RTE spokeswoman Elis
Fearce said dthe information

partner  and te  practice
restraint outside marriage,

The capacity of Peaple ta
respond 1o a message of this
kind should not be underesti-
mated because of the deadly
nature of the disease.

The AIDS virus was most
prevalent - here  within  the

drug cultrue and thig Eroup

was very difficult to reach
through  a  mass audience,
which obvicusly needed special
approaches to  deal with jis
specific siluation, added My,
Cantwell.

Members of tLhe gay come
munity applauded BTE for its
courige in  putling out the
programme and said thal the
explicilness  was necessary 1o
make people realise the extent
of the prablem,

was intended to show how tof
use condoms properly if they |
were o work as a disease bar-|
rier. . :
She said that RTE feels jt'
has nothing to apologise for
and was not encouraging the
use of condoms but was stat.
ing the effects of their use,
"It covered all aspects of the
topic, inchwding medical ang
social responsibility and the
main thrust of our policy has
been 1o be as factual as Possi- |
ble.  The presentation had |
been carefulty planned, she |
added. .o

Mr.  Cantwell  said the
Church's  essential message .
was a call to moral responsi-
bility. The only certain was of
avoiding  AIDS was not to
abuse drugs or sex, to be
faithful to one's marriage

Sv




Sunday World

17t May 1987

‘Why choose
Durex and

IRELAND’'s only
condom company
has lashed out at RTE
for boosting its British
rival — Durex.

Veronica O'Leary, boss
of the Monkstown-based
company that packs and
distributes R3 condoms, ac-
cused the Today Tonight
programme ol actively
endorsing the Durex brand
at the expense of her own,

Several times during their
AIDS specials last week,
Today Tonight showed
packs of candoms with the
brand-name ¢f Durex
clearly visible,

And the same thing hap-
pened on the RTE
programme Borderline, ac-
cording to Ms. O'Leary.

“It's disgraceful,” she
fumed this week. "By law,
we're not allowed to advert-
ise our brand of condoms.

“But yet the national
broadcasting network —
quite rightly drawing
people’s attention to the
fact that condoms can help
prevent the spread of AIDS
— shows the public only
the rival British brand.”

Ms. O'Leary said she
would have had no objec-
tion if RTE had shown the
blank side of one of her own
company's condoms, with
no trade-name displayed.

“But they chose to use
Curex, which has the
brand-name repeatedly
printed all over both sides
of the pack.”

However, an RTE spokes-
person explained that
Durex was only the aniy

brand the production team
could {ay their hands on at
the time of filming.

‘it was not our intention
to endorse or demonstrate
one particular brand at the
expense of another," she
said.

Insiders at RTE say strict
instructions have since
been issued that, in future,
no brand name should be
visible when condoms are
shown on screen — parti-
cuiarly in the context of dis-
ease conltrol.

Ms. O'Leary's company,
Frederick Trading of Monks-
town, is the oniy firm to
distribute irish-packed
condoms.

Although the condoms
R3 and Red Stripe are im-
ported from Germany in

Free one with girlie mag!

IRELAND s con!ro-
versial girlie magazine
“Esprit” is giving away
a free-flavoured
condom with every
copy of its latest issue
which comes out this
week, '

The Belfast-based maga-
zine which features Tuli

loose form, they are packed
here in locally-manu-
factured boxes, providing

frontal nudes of local girls,
has been appointed Irsh
distributor for Jiffi
Condoms, which come in a
flip-top, cigaretie-type
packet on sale from
vending machines in pubs,
clubs, high-street shops,
restaurants and boutiques.

They also come in
special flavours -

* Veronica O'Leary

- fuming at ATE.

employment for Irish
peaple, Ms. Q'Leary
pointed out,

quuorlce strawberry,
lemon, mint, orange and
banana and are specially
aimed al young people al-
though they do carry a mes-
sage saying that while sex
isn't necessary for a ful-
filling and caring relation-
ship it's best to carry a Jiffi
and be safe rather than
sorry,
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Marciry socks
I to 'am al
Slene Iast
year,
Plcture:
TOM
McELROY.

slar Freddle Mercury,

Beltast-barn  Prenter,
who lives with his parents at
Glenageary. Co. Dublin,
iwas  lormerly  Mercury's
" personal manager.

He made Ihe allegations
n-a series of articles in a
Brilish newspaper on the
personal e ol the colowiul
rock slar who periormed lor

AN IRISHMAN iz -ai the cenire of a major row
over alfegations about the sex life of rock super-

Peul Prenter has claimed that the Queen lead singer had
a string of gay love alialrs and that lwc of his lormer boy-
Irlends died recently of AIDS,

——t—
By PAUL

WILLIAMS

A ti————
thousands of Jtish fans at
Slane Caslle tast yaar

Now & furdous Mercury
has kit back al his tormer
colleague. "I cany beliave
he'd do somathing ke

thal," Mercury (s quoled as
saylng.

Preninr whowarked with
“Flash Freddie” for nina

years rocked the music
world with his clams thal
Mercury is living in fear that
he loo will sontracl the
dreaded AIDS disenss
And this week SUNDAY
WORLD traced Prentrer toa
secluded bungalow on
Alber Road, Glenaguzry
where he has beon lving
cuistly since Ihe storm
Prenlar, whou hins heon
working with his iwniher
who runs a bookmiaker
shop on Quinnsior foad
Bray was reloctang lu 151k

us when L wifTase

him

Prenier also claimed,
= Mercury slapt with a
string ol men - with his
conguests munning Inic
hundreds;

* He Lecame lerrified of
sleeping an hisown . .. and
seldom did;

* Ho deveioped an
cbsession aboul s two
cals and even wenl so taras
phoning Irom Japan where
he was touring and speak-
ing lc them;

* Thal e had one long-
tentt retaticoship with e
woman which ended in
1977 after which Mercury
confessed ho was an oul-
and-out gay.

When we callad 1o
Prenier's home, he was ol
wiously vory distraught by
the pressure his revelations
have brought upon him

When he mrswered ihe
door he aald: *I don't wani
to lalk to you ... | have
nolhing to say and | don't
wanl you lg call here
again.”

Replying to Mercury s
cammenls on his behay
o Pranter sand [he rock

- torm over his clalm
W, 507 1 I foar of AIDS.

SLIMLACY WURLLL MAY 1218, 38837 -

] -Fr;addia Mercury's ax-irish_porsonal
1 ianager Paul Pronter; ha's caused 2
b faims that the singer Is
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BEFORE you read
any further, ask your-
self (honeslly now)
how do you {hink you
would reactin the fol-
lowing sltuations. |
say “think", because
nobady really knows
until it actually

happens. _ ___

Just suppose you go to
work some day and digeo-
ver lhat someone you have
lo work closely with, evary
day, has AIDS. You have
worked with him for years
and you have shared your
tea-breaks, went for the
odd drlnk, knawn him quite
well but naver knew that he
was gay unlil he lells youhe
has AIDS,

Therais awhole group of
"concerned” péople who
aow wand him lired. What
will your dacislor ba? Wil
you fight for him? Will vou
alill share the tea-branks
and {he drinks? Or wlll you
keep your dlstance?

Or jusl supposs again
that your sun comas home
irom school some day and
inlorms you thal his ten-
year-old classmate has
AIDS. The child isahaemo-
philiac énd ha¢ got a bad
{ransfusion way back.
Some of the crusty parents
want the boy removed from
the schoal.

Wl you Juin the protest?.

What will you say te your
son?

Would you Invite the
AIDS vielim Imla  your
home?

©Oo you think your child
should still play with his
classmata?

And while we are still sup-
pesing, just suppose your
young sister whem you
have always suspected was
Involyed indrugs upin Dub-
lin, rings you all weapy
someaday and sayd that
she has contracted AIDS
from sharing a needle with
nar addict [riends. She 18
shaltered and wants to
come homs, She asks you
to take her into your home.
She might not have long to
Hve, but you coutd have her
dying In your homa ler a
coupla ol years,

Whal would you say?
How would you convinca
your spouse? What would
you tell your parents? And
whet weuld you tell Ihe
neighbours?

| suggestiyou read no fur-
tharand ryto answerthose
questions, you might really
surprise yoursell,*

| don't care what sort of
religious parson you think
YoU are — even &ssLming
thal you are like the rest ol
1he world and bave yoursel(

“a roligious person, what-
aver lhat Is. Your answera
will be a truer guide 1o wha-
ther you are refigious or not
than any “practice” rules.

Thise are real questions,
all of us whl have 1o answar
with greatar sincerity in the
not too distant future.
Those of us who are invol-
ved in parish work in Qublin
have had loace thesd ques-
lions often in the past elght-
een months.

By the and of this decade
it is said thal AICS will be-
come the number one llier
disgase. And it the hislory
of this country's reaclion 1o
T.B. is any guide, we'll need
-1o think fong and hard
about our attiiudes.

The campagn now runh-
ning about AIBS facts is not
causing the reaction many
thoughl [t would, That could
be lor two resaons. Maybs

convinced that you are not.

Pey L=

Ty

TN

the British campalgn was
so stafling that nalRing.
shocks us. Or maybe we are
just sweeping avarylhing
under tha carpat, presum-
ng that it will nol happen to
us or to our family,

Ag well as thehealth com-
palgn, | am convinced we
need an  atbtudes cam-
pafgn, We need te think
zboul AIDS, but wa atso
nead fo think about how we
©an best minlster 1o those
whao have and wifl contract
AlLS,

Some Christlan churches
and some alleged Christ-
ians have not helped AIDS
viclims. They are respon-
slble for the zllenation AIDS
victims sufler. They have
baen isclated.

Whaen Fr. Lynch was on
the Late Lala recently he
did a great deet to right the
batance, Yet | thoughl sven
he waa less than falr lo the
genuine efforls most
church people have made
In America.

1t must be admifled that
iho “AIDS 18 a punishment
fromt God" brigade, got all
ihe publicity. People who
spaut such rubhbish are not
Christians, How can you
say that a loving God is a
vangeful Ged? Iyou have a
warped, vicious Image of
‘God, you have no right to
preach suchaGod and you
have no right to Impose
suchaQod on anyone else.
Il AIDS Is a punishment
from God, tor homesexual
hehaviour, as you se stupid-
ty and maliciously maintain,
how do you explairi the lact
that women, chitdren and
heterosaxuals alaa suffar
from AIDS?

Than theie are ather so-
calted Christians who have
mada no respanse al all

| prefer Chrislians like
Molher Teresa whe, with
the halp of the Archdiocese
of New York, has set up a
home for AIDS sullerers
whare she ministars ta the
physical, emotional and
spirilual needs ol those
poor pacple who have con-
tracted such a final and de-
bllitating lliness.

| have found that AIDS
sulferors 800 themsotvos as

modem day lepers, And
Jesus showed us how we
are to deal with such soclal
outcasts,

He {ouched them, kovid
them, walked -with them
and healed them, even
thaugh nindey per cent for-
gol I¢ thenk him and every-
one else him.

If we bolieve in Jesus we
must treal AIDS victims
wilh love and compassion.
We cannot aflord 10 be
judgemuatal nor can we
condemn them. Jesus risk-
ad foving the lepers be-
cause ha wanted us to
know that alf are loved
equally by God. Thatevery-

tims, | wes sceptical about
rdrinking tea from the sama
sups, or éven cuddling the
bables who have AIDS be-
causa thair mothers are
AlDS victims,

There are thcse who
think that you can gel A|DS
{rom tuming tho same door-
knob that an AIGS porson
has tumod. Or talking on
the same telephona mouth-
pleca, or drinking from tha
same glass at a party.

1 the beginning there
was some excuse bacause
here was such an hysteri-
cal outcry. Bul not now.

The people who have
tried to sell Rock Hudscn's

* Mothar Taresa.
ona can be regonciled with
God.

He slood by ihem in time
of need and gave themn dig-
nity. He |oined his own suf-
fering 1o 1heirs. People who
suffer irom AIDS are God's
children 100 and therefore
all are our brathers and sis-
ters,

And il s not just a matler
of loving them at a distance.
i wa want lo be good
humean baings -- withoul
bringing roligloninto itat ali
— we have no cholce butlo
supporl those who suller
from this or any other per-
plexing and terrible iflness.
Wa have to love by our pre-
$enGa, OUf concem, our
spifiiual help and by bring-
Ing them all the healing
powaer at our disposal,

We have o halp their
tamilles and wa have to help
thoss who are boreaved.
‘Whan it comes to AIDS we
have a duty first of ali 1o
know the facts,

[ remamber the first time 1
was deallng with AIOS vic-

kon could tell you a
thing or two ahout atll-
tuckes, Thay canl cien glve
his manslon away.

Wa might prefer not lo
have to laks away ciilldren's
Innocance. but nowadays
educalion aboul AfJIS must
start at an early uge be-
cause childran hava a right
o know thal they can grow
up and avold whatever acti-
vilies migiv put thern &L risk
from AIDS,

For 1hcse who have
AICS, the ime 1or candem-
natton and fudgemnt and
moralising Is long over. Far
lhose wha have contracted
AIDS thera are 1o real
moral issues anymaore. Nor
are there ary sexual issues
That's all in the past, One
priest pul il perfectly when
ha old me. *1 cannot
change lha past for the suf-
ferer, bul the worst thing |
can ¢o is 10 sil thore and

It Is ifmportanl to
know thal sa far there Is
no cure. Bul there are
Gther loms of healing.

If you succeed in
gonvinging a dying
persan that they are
loved by God, no matier

what happered in the past,
you nave dore more than
words can describe.

You can tell them that
they are Gods children and
yol ean brng them a senso
of peace, a sense ol dignity.

The person with A1DS is
a neighbour o ba loved.

tave: ner cholce biA o

he convinced ou

thaut ail people are loved and
accepted by God. We have
to rd ourseles of hersh-
neas and dgemental S

kudes. -

We have to become por-
sonally nvolved in loving
and touching and caring for
AIDS victims. We have ic
work, hard for a cure. We
have to ensure that atit
tudes which lead ta Ihe
spread of AIDS donlgoun-
challenged. Wa have to be
compassioneate peaple.

Certalnly we have to req-
lise thal AIDS iz a prevant
able disease. And far tha:
reason we have to suppo
campaigns to make peoplé
fware.

But the thrust of this ant.
1cle is sumewhat ditlerent
My primary concern is i¢’
A{DS suflerers, their fam-
ilies and (riends whao suffer
50 tmuch with tham.

In a word, as numay
beings, we cannol stand
apart irom the alflicted.

Now maybe you would
like to go back o the firsl
paragraph and see how you
ahswer those “just sup-
posa” gquestions. Lel mer
kinow how you get an.

n'l\ﬂrra])l[sti ar;:i_mll hem it is NOVE"A OF

all their fault:

What's the polntin com- e HozE:

Ing the heavy? What the vic- Hope

tim needs is someone who &“&“;ﬂh "U;i

witl undersiand where they e Y of ihg SW\da;

are at now, ~Faaxt wil o by o
Try o pu vourself inside week. On

thair heads.

Try lo imugine the sutfer-
Ing they are undergoing.

Try to think what it's ke
te have only a shorl time to
liva,

To iive daily with 1he fact
that any Infection  may
come and that you t ave no
rasistance 13 it Evey cold
becomes a possible prou-
monia which could Fill.
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Synod told ‘marria

;A REPORT on AIDS 1o the General
Synod of the Church of Ireland this
week savs there is a good possibilicy
rthat AIDS will eventualiy be contained
rand  possibly  eradicared in the iung
“term i sexual intercourse s kept
Jwithin marriage.

 The report recomtmends thar if AIDS is
“to he avnided hy peonle who  are mor
married, chastity must be practised and for
._....._Aou“n who are matried, the report urses
: fide

I may b thet the Ailler ditcass wi
chuse many heterosevuals, bivgxnale  ang
. homosexpals 1o seriously reconsider the

By JOSEPH POWER and
BAIRBERE POWER

whole question of their gaxual lifestnle,

illness and death can bhe reduced by the use
of & condom, there is somethi 1 te be sxid
in faveur of this precaution. However, it

adds that 1o say that the disease can be

ter [br Rory O'Hun
has admirted that infretion from AIDS “is
a major health risk for nurses.”

In an address to 2 nurses conference
delivered by the Chief Medical Officer 2t
the Departmear of Health, Mr. Aiphansus
Walsh, 1he Minister suid he js Fware That
WANL AUrses are serjously concerned about
the AIDS virus and the way it can he

spreud

In his experience. he said, “healibh care
workers are jesp ag likelr as the public in
@eaeral 1o develop  irrational nolivns in
relation 10 the ways in which the wvirus
could be transmitted”, The Government's
AIDS Information programme is designed ta
allar unfounded fears, and sets out clearly
the four proven wz2vs In shich the virys

P

A% Gt transmitied érom person to persom.

Dr. &'Hanlun, who was unable 1o artend
the fnternational Nurses Dax conference un
health care for health workers becasse of 4
Council @f Ministers meeting in Brussels,
a3xs the World Health Oruanisation (W HO)
found that 95 per cent of health workers
with AIDS Lad son-eccupational exposyres
which zave them 2z ineressed L oof

contraciiog the virus.

i{owever, he says thar meedle stivk
may be #f particular goncern fa
hurses but WHQ has found that the chance
of acquiring HIV from 2 needie stick injury
is of the order of one per cent.

Worldwide evidence o date indicuses
that the risk of occupational tramsmission

ge sex only’ may stop AIDS

of AlDS to health care workers can he
climinated by serupulons atlention Ty
cstablished procedures for infecvion cuntral
and the avoidance of needle stick injures.,
Dr. O"Hanlon points eut.

Because of the Brussels meenng dealing
with AIDS problems and the fight against
Cwrcer, B GHaulon
izhi’s Late [ate shaw, which
deair explicitly with the AIDS problem snd
<he use of Condoms ta help vombat ir.,

And  there  are  fears  thai  the
Government's £1° million  national AlDS
vampaign may be praving counterpraductive

2T pee fear they have AIDS
antibedies refuse to come forwurd for tesis.

Irish Independent
18" May 1987
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from.

Sir — 1 have watched
with interest and concern
the two programanes
about AIDS presented by
“To.day To-night” on
RTE.

We may rightly pre-

| sume that 90 p.c. of the

population of this country
of ours believe in “God
the Father, the Almighty
Creator of Heaven and
earth, and in  Jesus
Christ, His only begotten
Son, Our Lord".

I am completely sur-
prised and confused when
I find 8 responsible body
tike RTE refusing fo
suggest the Taw of God
Almighty and the Word
of His only begotten Son
ac the only true and

. effective way of conquer-

ing such a menace in our
midst.

If a very large number
of cars throughout the
world were developing
a particutar fault wihich
mechanics could not cor-

i rect, surely the makers
" of those cars would be
;fnundated with enguiries
. for their correction. But

in considering the
remedies for AIDS, not
one teference was made
to the Maker and Con-
server of the bodies and
souls of the human race.

1 ghould imagine that
the car manufacturers
would  investigate the
purposes for which the
complainers wers using
fhe cars, and insist that
they would run ﬁrgperly
it they acted according to
the normal rules set
down for them.

AIDS

Both programmes Wwers
conducted and carried
through, giving the jm-
pression that forpication,
promiscuous se%, homo-
sexuality, all sorts of sex-
pctivity outslde the mar-’
riage and even nnoatural
modes of behaviour were
pormal and sinless, and
that there were n¢ rules’
laid down by the Creator
about these things.

At no time was the
¢ruth suggested that adl
these activities =~ were
gravely sinful and that
those who indulge in .
them maust not ba sur-
rised at the evil offects
rought about by indul- |
gence in them. ;

Let us face the truth -
. . . the use of condoms
at any time by anybody
ic a serious sif and can
lead to the aternal death

ot the sou, which 18 ¥

much worse than the
death of the body. Why
so much concentration of
the gharing of needles, in-
gtead of emphasising the

value and sabutary effects

of Christiat self-control
and good example?

In the face of this ter-
rible threat to our people
{ would like to propose
to all parents, teachers,
priests and bishops to
instruct all, young and
old (and especially our
young people) about the
uolifting effects of chas-
tity angd self-control for
the love of God.

HARRY LAWLOR, 8.J.,
fesuit Church,

Limerick.

i

[



Irish Times
18" May 1987

AIDS campaign ‘not
explicit enough’

By Padraig Yeates

THE GOVERNMENT could
have besn more explicit in ils
sex1al elucation on AIDS, an
particulsrly the use of the
condom, the Rev Paul Lavelle,
astoral care co-otdinator of the
Elmional Task Force on AIDS,
toli an Ogra Fianna Fail confer-
ence in Dublin yesterday. )
He defended the demonstranen
of their use on RTE's Late Late
Show lat Friday and said that the
refarences 1o condoms should
have been on page onec of the
Government leafiet, not page
nine.

He said that the medin loved to
highliﬁhl difficulties that the
Charch allegedly faced on this
jssve and its influence on the
Government's education pro-
gramme. But the Church had had
no consultations with the Gov-
ernment beyond saying the latter
had a duty to “get out there and
care for people’.

The Cliurch had no problem
over condoms. “From the Church
Eoim of view it’s the moral

cliaviour of people that has to be
1ooked al. If people are sexually

active outside of marriage that is,

immoral behaviour and the
Church says so.

“If people decide they are
going to have sex outside
marrlage regardless, it would
seem itresponsible not to take the
necessary precautions. Indeed,
unprotected sex by someone with
AlDS is verging on
manslaughter,”

He also called for a crash
programme by health agencies to
reach intravenous drug users on a
one-to-one basis because the
national publicity campaign would
not influence their behaviour to
any great degree. A needle ex-
change programme should be
looked at serjously in this
context.

Father Lavelle contrasted the
attitude to AIDS and drugs abuse
with that towards drink. “Nobod
says boo when they see Fran
Stapleton on a poster helding a
pint and wearing an Irish jersey.
And if you did say boo, you
wouldn't ‘get any media coverage
for it because of the vested
interests involved.”

Yet issues of AIDS-and drug !

education werc about changing -
lifestyles and and basic attitudes

in Lrish life, he said.
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tests on abused children

By Padinig Yeates
LACK of funds prevented AIDS
screening tests being performed
on children who were victims of
rsexaal atsaults, Dr Maara Woods,
hesd of the Sexual Assault Unit
at the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin,
tokl a conference of Ogra Fianna
Fail yesterday.

We do tests for sexually

transmitted discases on all victims
of assault, but don’t test everyonc
for AIDS because the money isn’t
‘thcrc," she said. “A lot of
'childdren who come to us are
‘recrally abused.” This was a high
risk. group.

At least 60 pew children a
month were being treated at the
unit. So far this year, over 220 of
285 patients had been children.
Since September 1985, nine
months after the unit was estab-
lished, the majority of referrals
hac been children.

A recent survey had shown that
at least two children in every

school, class, in . freland had heen |

sexvally ablised and the minimum
period” of abuse was five to six
years. In any one {)cmf. al least
5.000 children were being sexually
abused in the Dublin area.

Because of health cuts, the unit
is due to close by June lIst, Dr
Weoods said she had begun
hasing out clients since last

riday. Until then she had “still
been hoping some guardian angel
would sweop down and save us.”

Dt Dermot Fitzpatrick, a
Fianna Fail TD for Dublin Central
and a member of the Eastern
Health Board, told the conference
that Dr Woods’ unit had exposed
abuses in an area of Irish life
iﬁnorcd for far too long. “I think
the abuse of women and. children
is something we are going to have
to face up to as a society, sooner
rather than later.”

He said after the formal énd of
the conference that “with good-
will on all sides the future of the

unit can be sorted out in an
afternoon over-a:table. At-present

it's caught up in mecdical;

politics.”

Dr Fitzpatrick said that the
Minister for Health, Dr
O'Hanlon, was particularly con-
cerned about the future of the
unit, and the future strategy for
dealing with sexual assault would
be given priority.

Dr Woods said that it would be
a few months at least before the
Rotunda’s facilities could be
replaced. As it was, resources
were inadequate, with children
having to wait for up to_eight
weeks for referral from the Sexual
Assault Unit once their cases had
been validated.

Initially, Temple Street
Children’s Hospital in Dublin had
agreed to take all referrals but
beeause of cutbacks it had had to
reduce progressively its catch-
ment area. Likewise, the Rotunda
was reducing all its services,




Withinthe U.S.
May Be Slowing |

nal ! . . .
:‘gy I:;l;,ei;;gur Studies on Military Recruits,

San Francisco Population |
Suggest Fewer New Cases _

e ——

) By MarLYN CHASE

Siaff Reporter of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL

SAN FRANCISCO-The spread of ac- |
quired immune deflciency syndrome may.
be leveling off In some segments of the U.S,
population -among thern, military recruits
and San Franefsco homosexuals.

8an Franclsco’s public health depart- |
ment says the tnerease in new infections |
. from the AIDS virug among the city's
homosexual men has slowed to a rate of |
about 1% a year from about 12% to 14% |
annually during the peak years of its spread |
from 1980 through 1982, The figures were |
obtalned from stored blood samples taken
for a 10-year study of San Francisco gay
men in a hepatitis-B survey. .

The San Francisco study roughly paral-
lels a report last week from the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control In Atlanta, which
tentatively suggested that the infection level
among military recruits may be stabilizing
at about 1.5 per 1,000. The study, carrled in |
the CDC publication Morbidity and Mortal- .
ity Weekly Report, locked at applicants for *
military service during the 15 months from
October 1986 through December 1986,

Greater Public Awareness

The two pieces of welcome news may
indleate the success of some public educa-
tlon programs, although in the case of the
mllitary, it may merely mean the avoidance
of induction centers by those who fear they |
are infected, ;

And it doesn't mean a waning of the !
epidemic anytime soon, because the volume i
of AIDS cases for the next few years is. |
already programmed - “locked in” by the |
number of people who are already infected
with the deadly virus but haven't yet shown
symptoms. Because of the long incubation
period, those infected with the virus often
don’t become ill for several years.

As of last Monday, the center reported
35,518 cases of AIDS, which is spread by
blood, shared needles and sexual contact,
About 1.5 million Americans are believed to
carry the virus. San Franelsco studies
indicate that 60% of those infected with the
virus have progressed to AIDS or AIDS-re-
tated complex after seven years. AIDS-re-
lated complex, or ARC, is an earlier phase
of the disease.

Data Viewed Cautiously

George Lemp, chief of AIDS surveillance
for the San Francisco Public Health Depart-
ment, said the U.8. public should welcome
the new data cautiously, and without
abandoning current education programs.

“Massive education and public aware-
ness should level off the rate of new
Infection,” Mr. Lemp said. “It's been shown
In 8an Francisco gay men that the new-in-
fection rate has plummeted since they
began practicing safe sex. Education and
community involvement is very efective in
changing behavlor, for example In reducing
numbers of partners and in using con-
doms,"”

However, he noted, ‘‘we expect the
number of cases of disease to continue to
increase because there are a large number
of people infected in prior years who will
continue to progress to AIDS.” Because of
the long incubation perled of the virus, he
explained, the majority of infected people 5 v
were exposed "‘hefore the disease wags evap
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B + * *
U.S. health officials say the spread of

off in some segments of the U.S. population,
including San Francisco homosexuals and
U.8. military recruits. But the evidence
doesn't mean a waning of the epidemic
anytime soon. (Story on Page 8.}

infection by the AIDS virus may be leveling |
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