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GENEROUS. le

gmonds on it — to AC'I‘ or- Y
“ganiser M erite Litt- -,
gman last wee ;

& 41 was delighted,

z;;Mrs Littman. “It was n
"yery generous gesture,” - .-

= Mrs Littman is & mem-
E’r of Mirror Publisher .
rt Maxwell’'s Nation-
al Aids Trust committee.

Nl
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POP MAN'S FEAR:

“RADIO dise jockey Paut Gnm-_
baccini spoke yesterday -of his
fear of the disease AIDS. -

" fThe  38-year-old’ BBC. In-oaib
caster, who described ‘himself as
:rredem nantly ‘but -net exclu- |
homosexual,” satd: “After |

' ns New York a1 1983 1 told.
lend, “I'have seen the future’
nnd It's- namie is death.' Taaw it
oomm.
. "L have.n friend whb Iusdied
"~ of AIDS and I know pthers.”* "<
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Coming face to face with the Aids scare

NOW that the Govern-
ment has finally launched
its Aids campaign — {sn't
it a hoot — one can only
assume  we all  know
everything about it,

The easy mistake to
make, fhough, is to
assume you personally are
immuyne, If wyou doa't
belong to one of the high-
risk groups, you might
feel you could relax a bit

and go back to old habits.

But take a look at this
week’s copy of The Face
for the Dbest Alds adver-

tisement to date -— and
the scariest.

When  you open  the
front page, youre con-

fronted by a piece of card

with a 6-inch square of
metal foil on it, which
actg i ust like a wmirror.
As you see yourself re-
flected, you catch sight of
the slogan: Now  you

know what a typical Aids
carrier looks like.

We're all at risk, If you
don’t want to die of ig
norance, follow the Brit-
ish campaign.
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'AiDS trust launched

The National AIDS 'Frust was
taunched in co-ordinate
Britain's voluntary effort to
fight the illmess. Mirror Group
Newspapars  chairman Robert
Maxwell will lead a bid to raise
£50m in two vears and former
Claxe chief Sir Austin RBide
will heard a feam po-ordinaling
voluntary wark and allogrling
funds, Page 8
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| V ellto chair AIDS t;usf

A GOVERNMENT-BACKED
trust was lannched yesterday in
the battle against AIDS. The
Mirror Group Newspapers chair-
man, Mr Robert Maxwell, wiil
head the trust which plans to
raise £50 million in two years.

Launching the National AIDS
Trust, which will co-ordinate the
work dene on AIDS by voluntary
organisations, the Social Services
Secretary, Mr Norman Fowler,
said: "“The response to AIDS
should rot be & matter primarily
for the Government.”

Mr Maxwell has promised to
ive at least £500,000 to the trust
rom the Maxwell Charitable
Foundation and Mr Fowler said

e &

the Government would also give

- £500,000 to get the trust started.

Mr Maxwell told reporters the
trust would go -for double the
amount of money raised by the
sale of the Windsor jewels, the
proceeds. of which had been
donated to the Pasteur Institute in
Paris for research into AIDS and
other incurable diseases.

He said 100,000 people world-
wide had AJDS, although only
41,000 cases had been reporied.
An estimated five to 10 million
people were carrying the AIDS
virus.

Mr Maxwell said that by 1991,
the estimate was that one miflion
people would have AIDS and

between 50 and 100 million people
would be infected.
A pold ring belonging to the

actress, Elizabeth Taylor, is to be |

sold at a Christie's auction, on
Jupe 1st to help AIDS victims.
The ring has the initial “E” in
diamonds, and was given by the
British-born actress after a tele-
phone call for help from Mirs
Marguerite Lippman, founder of a
new charity to help AIDS victinis,
AIDS Crisis Trust. — (PA).

@ In Washington President Reagan
has approved the establishment of
a national conumission to further
AIDS research and study how to

prevent the further spread of the:

disease. -— (AFP}

S
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Mlniéte:r defe;ds
AIDS campaign

THERE HAS been some
selective, inaccurate and mistead-
ing reporting of the Government’s
public information campaign
about AIDS, the Minister of State
at the Depattment of Heaith, Mr
Terry Leyden, said yesterday.

Speaking at a meeting of the
National Co-ordinating committee
on Drug Abuse, of which he has
been appointed chairman, Mr
Leyden said that some reports
had said that the campaign neg-
lected two of the high-risk groups,
.gay men and intravenous drug

- abusers. This was not the case, as,
the campaign covered “in explicit

terms” the danger of homosexual
intercourse and the sharing of
needles by drug abusers.

Mr Lcydcn said that drug push-
ing was “one of the most heinous!,
of crimes and one which shou]d‘
aftract the stiffest of penalties.”
The drug problem could be|
contained with the gradual
implementation of a good plan of!
action, but it was the individual’ sii
decision not to experiment w1th,
illicit drugs that counted the most. |

Treatment and crime statistics
indicated that the incidence of
hercin abuse had peaked in 1983
and had levelled off since. But it
was still at an unacceptably high
level, and the problem could noi
be eliminated overnight. There
were no easy sclutions.
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PAUL: Aids test

f o d
rienas,
Gambo

Dise Jotkey Py G-

baceini sHeke  fur - ihe

first tie yesterday or

his  sorrow Bver e

death of friondg killed
v Aids,
©. The Fh-yuarold briuy-

CRSter, wha said |y Wil

"nl‘ucl‘mximnzlly but no

tXChun] vy iy hemaosey.

480 reveajed Ry

It ATds (gt

tive,

¢ A (riend here

20 oF Alds o

L know oilops in thoe

US" 51 d (he Anierican.

D whio found fane
Wil BBC Kadigp Onp,

CAfler o) ity New
York LU T
ffend: 9 fyye sten the
fuiure ang iy Hrme s
deatir',

“Annthay ‘iend in
this COLRITY received |y
test result ang Hol o suyp-
Brise. The lds are tligg
he will nover be Hd,”

Jolt

Gampae i, wha
histped reg, I st yeug
BOVETInen ) Ajgg L0mi-
mercialy, waid Lo B
Lo “repuiaje” hig scx life
il few yemn Ho, adding:
‘I taleg # joll ta bring
penple bacs 1o tenlicy,”

e atinclioq nelitictung
fr "undci‘-l’mlcling" the
light agalygg the flhnegy
but pritised Health §eg.
ol

ey Nerman Fowler
f us f‘uct-ﬁndlug
Miss| :

And (e Princess or
Wales haa won the pe.
Speet o7 fl FOUIE wiren
0 shoat. hags with
1as: manth, (e
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MA>WELL: fund-raisar

Pt s

 whip-round for

war against Aids

by CHEIS MEHILL
Medical Correspondant
A CAMPAIGN 1o raise
£50 million for Aids
victims was launched
yesterday, '

And it was revealed
that Lord Snowdon is to
charge £250 lor photo ses-
sions to help the war
against the diseass.

The £30m publie appoal is
o be handlad Ly o new char.
ity, the National Aids ‘I'rust.

Health  Scevelary  Norman
Fowlor yosterday launchel the
group, which hopes to aise
the eash in two yewrs,

Mr Fowler said: "Muany com-

Snap up a photo date
with Lord Snowdon

panies and (ndividuals have
sald they would like to make a
conlributtion ta help gt Aids
and asked where Lhel money
should go.

“All the evidence siegests
there s & pool In the tonnley
of campanies and people whe
want 1o give,”

The Trust will be headed by
Shr Austin Bide, presidont of
drugs firm Glaxe.

But ihe wan in charge of
raising the cash will be puh-
lisher Robert Mixwefl,

He Immediately pledged

£500,000 to match the govern-
ment's £506,000 donalien.

“Our country hoeds ne to-
misuting that Aids is a scourge
wiich has to bo tackled with-
aul golling into a panic” he
sald,

“The turget of 50 million 14
a large suin, hut [ believe we
. nothing

itish pubic is both
sible aid gonerous.”

Mr Maxwell's st venlure
into publie funcd-raising was
tor the Cammenwealth Guines
ab Bdinhurgh, which ended

raflilons of younds shorl of its
fargot alter a hoycatt,

The new group will ev-ordl-
naie existing velmtary groups
as well as funding vesearch
and nroviding practical heip
for Ajds sufferers,

It was launched on the sane
lay as plans by photegraphers |
Lord  Snowden  and  David
Railey to help Alds  wore!
announaed.

They plan in ofter their
services ag porirait plintogra-
phers during a Christie’s sue-
“lon on June | )

It

i hehd in
Al of the charily Alds Crisls
"Prist.
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‘Heroin is
lesser of

two evils’!

POGTORS shoulll be
allowed to preseribe har-
oin for drug addiets in a
hid to combat Akls, two
I%GIIHII chiels said yoster-
dn

Goverment auideliiies
pocmmment compléle
withdrawal as the only
Leen-mend fior addicts.

But the policy should
b veviewed, according o
Oe Philip Connell, chal
man of lhe guvcmmcvl’s
Advisary Coleil on 1he
Misuse of lrues and sir
Honey Yeilowloss, ormer
chiel medieal wifice? ol
the FHealth Depitment.

Tareln ad au Mer-
soyside e
an it
of the drug undor &
Home OfMee )i

Tl seheme
yised by 1r John M s,

by PAULINE WALLIN |

i
consultant nsyr.mutrist '
in Liverpool. ;
nr Marks belleves, the -
treatment helps e safe-
puard  addicts fron
dag ol adult
frags and divly oF Ales,
which van spread Alds.
He salt: “The chaice i
petweon  adddicks gothing
herotn trom dogtors or
from the Matia,"

Advice

1 Camnell plans 10
health ministers o
waleh b ks Lre-
part 1TV ragramne,
War on Drugs, in wltich
argumenls for and 8-
dinst  the  maintenance
em are pur by polt-
ms, povernment adv-
and dacior
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Elton’s friend
demands Aids

tests for stars

WHILE allegations and denials
of sex sessions with teenage
rent boys fly around the less
salubricus sections of the press, pop

maogul Billy Gaffe is taking no chances.

with artists appearing on his own Riva
record label. ]

He te demanding Aids tests to make-sure that
singers and musicians on his books are suilably
pure.

ft must all have seemed rather ironic to the
artists after they’d read a national newspaper’s
g:(:urrllous reports of homosexual parties invohv-
ing Gafle and his close friend Eiton John al the

Riva boss's country mansion., The pair have
reacted angrily to the inlrusion into their per-
sonal lives, and Elton — backed by Gaffe - is
suing the newspaper concerned.

But Billy obviously ttoesn’t extend his insis-
tence on privacy to those who work for him.
Tven his friend Ellon’s backing singer, Shirley
Lewis, was ordered to take an Aids antibody
test - - which proved negative.

Gaffe's spokesman Bili Stonebridge confirms
that the iesls — nuw wrilten into coniracts —
are company policy. “After all, when you invest
£200,000 in & budding star’'s career, you have to
make sure your investment is safe,” he s at
pains to explain. “The world of pop s a risky

ane,”  says  the deepiy-cor-

carned chap. “The femptaiions

in the way of young artisis
could put them at risk. Insur-
ance companies are beginning
to insist on tests and it will
become standard practice.”

Which showld interest the
man who made Riva's fortunc
~. that well-known sexual
puritan, Rod Stewart, Not to
mention such models of chas-
tity as The Roaring Boys and
Limahl, who have all graced
the: lahel.

S e
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Fridny May 81h1387  Capital Gay

%a_rvfs Hospital in Paddington.
. His:;researchers have

be naturally imrmune to Aids.
. The clue is a substance called
proteiii, which is found in the -
blood. There are three common  are much mare likely to become

and thesprotein. is ~ inf : id 4G:
i art Mﬁ%ﬁjﬂ”&i%dﬁféﬁﬁ#ﬁds than those with:
s Gelfast, Ge2s o . L.

said Dr Lesley-Jang:

5 1ir Pinching’s researéhers_ha‘yq'- through,”
¢ on the:

{fiind that people with Gelfast “Eales, an immunologist

s——— The tests
‘ “Samples of blood from 63 people with Aids show that more
than half, 53 per cent, have Gelfast.
#-Another test on a.group-of 16 parmers of people with Aids whif':
tre negative — and have been repeatedly exposed to the virys -
‘Yhowed that 53 per cent have G2, *

&

- -per cent has Ge2.

-week's Capital Gay.

stumbled on a genetic factor
which explains why some people, who are répeatediy
exposed to. the virus, remain uninfacted while others
develop fuli-blown Aids. it suggests some people may

group specific component (Gc), a

“It's a very important breaks:

T Onrily 18 per cent of the general population has Gelfast and 297

““Afurther article on this research will be published in next * !

‘THE- BT@GEST:"breakthrough n the fight against-*
Aids in the last three years has been made by acci-
‘dent at Dr Tony Pinching’s laboratories at St

ected. -with- HIV..and §6s- -PO

OCtOr S stu mble on '
"9 «ough-

‘resedrch team. “We think that

Gelfast helps HIV bond .onto

the white blood cells; which en--

ables the virus to multiply and
attack the immune system,

Immunity
“Ge seems not to do this and
people with Ge2 are less likely to
be infected even though they are

coming into contact with HIV-

time. and time again,” The team
studied samples of blood from
ople with Aids, PGL, HIV
Anfection, and>a group of ‘unin:
fected partners of people with

Aids. .
* “Having GéZappedisiogive a

person some immunity,” said
Dr Eales. “But so far there
hasn’t been much research in
this arca and we have just stum-

-bied on a very important step,

Cash

Dr Eales and her colleagues
plan to test larger samples of
blood from the States to learn
more about the way in which
HIV bonds with the help of
Gcelfast and why it doesn’t with
Ge2

- But the speed of Dr Pinching’s
-research depends very much on
. ‘the’ injection of Goverament

cash and future funding,

i

S [




Unknown Source
8" May 1987

BN

PR RS

'FRIDAY, MAY 8,
. #o o

%

:Er;nsf,usion |
AIDS kills

politician
THE AJIDS  epidemic has:
reached inlo the ranks of the
U.5. Congress claiming the:
lite of Hep. Stewart B.
McKinney (56), a Connecticut
Republican whose doctor said
that he apparently cnntractedi
the disease from the many:
blood (ransfusions he received|
during heart surgery. I
Dr. Cesar Caceres said in al
slatement issued by the con-
gressman’s offive that.
McKinney, a father of five in
his 37th year of marriage, had
“died¢ of pneumocystis pneuwmo-
nia, a bacterial infection
brought on by  acquired
immune deficiency syndrome.”

Dr. Caceres said that he
believed that McKinney was
infected while undergoing mul-;
tiple bypass heart surgery in
1979. “This was during thej
window period between 1978
and the spring of 1985 whan
a0 lesting of blood Dbank
donors for HTLV-IIY  (virus)
was done,” the doctor contin-
wed, “In  recently reviewing
his medical charts, I found
that when he first came to
gee me in 1980 and 1981,
{here WAS evidence of
increased globulin (blood
levels important in antibody
production).

R ST



E's full foeys
on threat of AIDS

A lot of people are not
going to lke it &itd will
simply not watch i, The
ity wifl be that they
probably will not Jet their
children watch it stither.

Starting tomoerrow, RTE
is mounting a Week-long
look at AIDS and the
fssues and dangers, tha
disease raises Hore, There
will be six extensive de-
bates ‘ol the topio—with
ven most of Friday's “Late
Lata Show" being  given
over to it — and RTE iy
hoplng that viewers will
forega entertainment for
once end etick with what
the statlon soos ae  vital
programming  for  the
public good.

Aﬁf:@;ﬂ-‘rus M-c;i!\'NALLY wllll present aw ‘Borderling’ special on Alds,
while Marian Finucane chalrs a discussion op the mora) Issuos of
Qoe of the key players h :
of the woek will be et the disease (Thursday, RTE 1).

asiersel, a man g sleijot;isihilli:\_y in lc;(]l.lﬂ{l‘ berisvnlledI;” ATDS i‘ﬂoral Dimension», an
: Telationships - 0t] S weel’s  apti-AID: ORr-long  discussion e
i understands, he[t:‘:' than heterasexual and home- campalgn starts with the sion  cheired bylMarsiai
; Most, the danger that the sexuat—and Instruction on repeat of a “Forg" oo Finucane, The panel ling.
older  genergtion will e gorrect  uge of gtanime on the diseasa up will inclide o moral
switch channels, With o :nngnglm: b?lfh ag con& that was first ;hnwln eatlier rheollugiml, a  doctor, 5
o racepiives and 4 guar wig O0spice representy
doctoriate In  psycholngy Agaiust disease — fnper. i “Late sonfenne Hg]m t:orlt:jsvew;tllif
views with AIDS sufferers Show'™ coverage, victims  gf
and a gtudip debate in. On Tuesday and Wed-
volving gays  and  drag Heisday fhere Wwill ke a
addiets. special twospart “Today

“Ther, Tonlght”, with  filmed
TAL}K}MG TIO o iTm repouts iocnssi.ug o1 the Th “Bord‘;:l[jvneed’.’

Spread of the AIDS virus i

SUFFERERS e wa i Lreland. Il e M

says John Mas ramne will ook e ghe

is vital for young peopls higk-risk Sroups —_

to become aware of the homosexuals, hacmophi.

rjs{‘ﬁ\'f \ ines and chi]d.renthb-om to 20-minute ingers on an
“We will alsg have a : ] Others —. AIDS patent wiho kuows,

among ‘M!b nchiedvan.zeuts. Danel of poopls whe ac. I from bittey Experlence,otlfa

Jobn will Bo producing a Woriing with the commun. L tigours of the diseasy ang

special  “Bordariine” pro- ity, concluding (he Youth & i the dangers of of pro-

gramme aimed at young Officer of g Trigh Family of taking AIDg tests, and misculty, Thig tan s
dults and he make, " Planni "f Asseclation. Means of Prevention, howaver, ¢om to (arms’

a; makes 1o There will also be 2 live On  Thursday, Father with & : ositive

secrg Of'[:lf:: f:"-et lﬂlﬁ“ Ira phone-in, }Jnnecessary Billy  Fitzgerald will be P

wan, 0) - ¥y ies P H N

“patents sed teachongr — 2rs  and  fallacie. prnducmg AIDS: The

to make » conscious effort i ’ .
to look at the programme, Late Late tO
“Youug peoeple  mugr

he allowed tg EXpress tacl{]_e problem

i f d .
}:ﬂ:llll;m iflzl:lli?sg:l t;lelit outi? THE importance RTE s putting on fha

nions regarding the AIDS foming week’s programmes on the serfays
cuisis,” ‘says Joknm, |y Alds hepe — g the wotld orisis
toa often there is a fack 3¢ Hllustrated by thg fact that the
of communication, and devaten Late Late Shoi Is to pa partly
serlous  misunderstanding eve o to the disease. ;
between the generations.” . This is a ity SUTPrising in view of the

So, what can viewers blanket, Coverade that will haya gone on in
expect in this slot aimed at various Erar the week, But
the younger set? It will, 4 € h of smphasis RTR
for instance, Include (he ts, barticularly
idea of “consecigus declslon _— 75 per cant of
taking” in personal rola. GAY BYRNE... his Late Lale Show h tate definitions of
tlunships and lolns In Alds dehate, ATIDS,
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Thé Sunday Press, May 10, 1987 -

ey

The slim, slightly,
built (¥oung man
munchihg a plate of
curry and slpping from
a glass of coke in a
bustiing lunchtime
wineg bar in Lendon
last -week looked no
different from thou-
sands of others of his
generation,

“Yet Patrick (26), an
unemployed sales assistant -
frem South Dublin, is very
different. He has litle
chance of surviving to his
thirtieth birthday. He is
slowly dying from AYDS,

Pat agread last week to a
talk to the SUNDAY PRESS
2bout the terrifying disease
that is destroying his body.

For over iwa hours he
talked unemetionally,
factually and at all times
aptimistically about the
wasting VYirus that has
devastated hig young life.

“I don't know how long
I've got, he told me. "It
could be three years, it
could be more. T don't want
t¢ start a clock, because
that's fike saying 'I'm dying
over that peried and I'm
expecting to die at the end
of i+

In the short time left to
him this bright and
articulate Irishmaa has
decided to devete himself to -
helping other sufferers. He
is now a member of the .
Froniline ATDS team sat up
by The Terence Higgins
Trust to counsel, advise and
nelp cthers.

Matter of
fact

I've been called matter of
fact, even casual” he said.’ .
“But it I8 a fact of life, I
am dying from AIDS and
there is nothing 1 can do
about “it. There is ne other
way to look at it."

For Pat the deadly virus
could have been planted
anytlme in the last three
vears. For it was only three
years ago that he finzlly
discovered he was
homesexual.

“1 was never one of the
lads,”  he confided. 1
2lways drank Coca Cala and,

I never smoked. I wos here
for about 18 months and
began  to  think  ahout
things... 1 began to let the |
quéstion arise and then f
found eut.”

in  the peried that
followed the Dubliner
wholeheartedly
the frothy gay scene of the
British capital,

Death

senterice.

Few peaple worried about -

this new disease called
AIDS. But one of Pat's
sexual partnets passed on a

death sentence, Did he RH

know which one.

"1 think that's the sllliest. "™
queslion under the sun,” B

smiled Pat. “First of alb,
I'm gay which is a high
visk group. Can any
unattiched heterosexual
male In his early twenties
know everything about
every péartner he sleeps
with. “T cculdn’t narrow
down to one persan. {
would'nt even try.” it was
only after Christmas that
Pat, hegan to worry that a]l
was not right with his
body, i
He started to looge weight
it a frightening speed,
Eventually, he shed two
and a half stone, He also
discoverad swollon gtands
under his arm pits. And a
niggling cough got worse.
He was admitted to St
Mary's Hospital in
Paddington, London's
preirmier AIDS treatment
unit,

ambraced___

‘As RTE begins a mgjor five-night campaign on

“THE AIDS CRISIS

AIDS tomorrow night, John McEntee meets a
young Dubliner with the killer virus and hears how

he struggles to give his life meaning.

By mid Fehruery this
ear after exhaustive tests

TUPALs hospital doctor arrived

at his bedside. "The tests
have come hack and we
“now know what we are

‘ treating you for,” the

. ddgtor explained, “De yau

know what it is?

“Is it pneumonia,” Pat
‘inguired, "It’s pneumosystls
cearinli; I think yau
understand what {hat
means. “Pat knew then' that
he had full blown AIDS,
With the deadly virus now
. gnawing slowly away at his
‘body’s immune system he
was referred to the Terence

* Higgins Trust. They

assigned the Irishman a

“buddy” to help him cope
with the knowledge that he
was, “at thenge of 28 slowly
dying.

Getting on
with life

“I'm not resigned to
dying,” he told me,
“Accaptance Is a better
world. | acceept the
situstion and get om with
my life. this is about living
with AIDS not dying.”

Soon after his reloase
from St, Mary's Pat went
home to tell his mother, A
year earller he had
eandidly told her he was a

+ w “when T feel oven stightly

practisiig homosexual. She

“8he took the news as
wall as any mother who is

‘told her son is terminally

ill, that her eldest son is
dying.”

It conld net have been
ensy. He now visils home
regularly and his mother
comes {a London to be with
him. But he will not return
permanently te his native
city.

"They haven't get the
backup in Dublin, either
with the voluntary
organisations or the medical
facilities,

" still got all my friends, no

- glowad with health and

‘that crisis. In the coming
- months the last ramparts of

. embarrassment and fnally a

il 1 ring St. Mary's and * -
explain my symptons, They
tell me what o do. T
probably feel less alone and :
less Isolated than I have
ever done In my Hfe; I've

one backed off and my
family is very supportive,”
he says.

Glowed
with health

- Throughaut this
ingly morbid

Pat rematned cheerful, even

ehullient. His bearded face

S

di :

none of the other diners
would have guessed that he
was an AIDS sufferer,

But the grim reality was
never far away.

. “I can only sleep in two
kour shifts, my lungs are
damaged and I'm fairly
exhaysted after elimbing
stairs, ‘But I stil! have some
of my immune system.™

To minimise the creeping
effects of the disease,
Patrick has to take a
variety of four different
tablets on a daily basis.
reaching inta his leather
shoulder bag he produced
the four hotiles, There were
two diggerent types of
cortisone to control his
condition, Ketoconazdle for
fungus and Acyelovir for
intestinal herpes.

“All 1 have to do is head
the signals fram my body, I°
can't take it for granted, he
said, “In fact, you are more
dangerous to me than I am
te you. I'd have to bleed
over you in'copious
athounts to pass AIDS on
but you only have to breath
over me to make me ill."

“I have to watch out if
someone iz unwell and
avold them, If 1 eut myself
shaving I have to look after
my own blood, no oae else
Is going to touch it. We do
not share our razors and
tooth brushes”

“You can't pass it on hy
kissing unless you pass over
three and a half litres of
stliva," chuekled Pat. "You
tieed to embrace for 4 week-
and by that time you'd be
blue and rigor mortis would
have set in"

The young Irishman P
siressed agaln and again
the fact that AIDS was not
just a homosexual disease.
It will kill anyone. *I say .
to the Irish, educate now or
you will have the same
figures for AIDS victims ag
Britain in three years
time."

“Four years ago the
Britlsh govermment had the -
opportunity to educate the
people to the dangers. They
falled to do so and now .
they have a erisis on their
hards."

Sadly, Pat is a statistle of

his body's defenee system
will collapse. He will
become It and more o
frequently, The bouts of 1
pneumonka will recur again .
and again. He will lose
weight at an alarming rate.
He will suffer pain,

coma and- death.

“I intend to stay alive for
as leng as I can,” he
vowed. “The day 1 give up
hope s the day they put
me in a box. I'll worry
aboul, tomorrow when it
<docsn't happen. And who
ever gaaranteed anyome 75
years anyway. I have a
much beiter chance of
holding on if 1 adopt the
right attitude."

® Pairiek. agreed to be
interviewed and " to he
X i on il
that his surname was not
pultlished.
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The ‘mystery’ of
homosexual men

made or born, and of what

importance is it to decide?
It seems more important to
me that a person is
comfortable with his
identity, rather than
encouraged to thrash about
inside himseif, because the
world would bully him into
‘being other than he is.
However, .knowledge is
.essential for understanding
and this book will be of
interest to anyone interested
in the “‘mystery’” of
-homgsexuality. " Z L

Yor this réason this book -
by American psychiatrist
Richard Green, with the
pejorative title The Sissy Boy
Syndrome, warrants serious
attention and must be seen
as something of a landmark
in the long dcbate and
.controversy which still
continues in regard to the
cause and nature.of male
homosexuality.

The book deals with the
findings of a painstaking
-and thoughtful “*prospective”
study over a 15 yeat period
of “two behaviourally.
different groups of young
boys, growing up to be iwo
behaviourally different
groups of youpg men.”

IS ‘a male horosexual

There are almost as many

theoties as the cause of maie
homosexuality as there are

. authorities who have studied
the problem. The second
chapter in the book,
‘Chickens and Eggs’, would
alone make this book worth
reading.

" The author calls the first -

group in the study “feminine

IVOR BROWNE

THE “SISSY BOY
SYNDROME" AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF -
HOMOSEXUALITY

By Richard Green, MD .
Yale University Press, £30
(UK) S ;

N
boys’, saying that other
childrer call them- “'sissy’.

‘These boys would be
preferred to be girls.

They like to dress in girls’

or women's clothes. They.

preferred *‘Barbie® dotls “to
trucks/ Their playmates
were gizls, When they played
“mummy and  daddy”
games they were *‘mummy”’,
and they avoided rough and
tumble play and sports. By
contrast the second group of
boys was conventionally
masculine., They were
content being boys, dressed
in boys' clothes, preferred
truck play, played with boys,
role-played as “daddy” and
enjoyed rough and tumble
play and sports.

e MATURE

The only firm conclusion
the author reaches is that
“ferinine” boys are far
more likely to mature into
homosexual or bisexual men
than are most boys. Two-
thirds of the 66 males in the

_original ‘‘female boys”

oup have been interviewed
in adolescence or young

_adulthood, Three-quarterse

of them are homosexual or
bisexuat. Only one of the
males in the group of
conventionally “masculine®
boys reports being homo-
sexual or-bisexual.
“The ‘recipe’ approach to
preparing a developmental
model of homosexual
orientation is a tempting
tradition. A cup of father
absence, a dash of maternal
dominance, & sprig of peer
rejection,- and a pinch of
early homosexual seduction
combine to yield the

homosexual man, But,this
%%proach is problematic, |

e same ingredients do not
always vyield the same
product) One wonders, as
with the ingredients that
constitute living protoplasm,
whether, if we combine the

necessary eartly life
ingredients for homo- |

sexuality, they are sufficient
to yield homosexual life.”
The delightful thing about

-human mnature is that one
" cannot assume anything.

Two people can develop

along totally different lines f
out of similar personal |

experience. The mysteries of
life are simply that,

“mysteries. This book fails

hecause it is permeated with
the attitude of a small boy
who pulls the legs off a
spider- to see how it works,
Iene author ends up with all
the data — or the bits — but
lacks the courage to come to
a conclusion. = -

® Jvor ‘Browne is chief
psychiatrist with the Eastern
Health Board and a lecturer
in psychiatry in UCD.
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te God

SIR — The Queen of
Romance, Barbara Cartland,
is in no doubt that Aids is a
punishment from ‘the
almighty for immorality and
downright perversion (26
April). Barbara Cartland is
not the first person to make
this observation, nor, I
suspect, will she be the last.
The buck has been passed
right to the top. Forget the
green monkeys and the
conspiracy theories, the
Aids virus arrived on a bolt
of lightning from the
heavens.

We should be grateful to
have latterday prophets like
Barbara Cartland to keep us
abreast of the latest in Gedly
punishments. [ wonder has
she any inside information
on, for example, the Spamsh
Flu of 19i8-19 which
claimed the lives of 20
million people worldwide, I
think not. Barbara may bea
hard-headed business
woman, but I doubt if that
enables her to pick through
the catalogue of disease and
death that has afflicted
mankind through the
centuries and sinple out

e

® BARBARA CARTLAND: not the only person with

hot line

5.7 zo/s%v;
Aids according to |
Blessed Barbara

several diseases as punish-
ments from God.

Aids is not the only
terminal disease floating
around. Cancer may have
been displaced from the title
of Public Enemy No 1 but it

'
|
|
i
H
i

is still felling people, of all

ages, left, right and centre.

Even if definitive cures are
found for all the gruesome,
terminal disecases afflicting
mankind, death will come in
other guises. We are fighting
a constant battle to prolong
life and it is an uphill battle
with no summit 1o sight; as
soon as one enemy is
defeated another appears.
As novelist John Irving once
wrote, “death is horrible,
final and frequently
premature™ and it comes o
everyone sooner of later,
even the Queen of Romance.

It is ludicrous to single out

one of the Grim Rea er's

guises as a punishment from
God.

Maura Bambury,

Fernhill,

Tonafora,

Dunmanway,

Co Cork.
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AIDS: SUPPORT SYSTEMS

A little

1elp

from

a Buddy

JDIES are unpaid volun-
s who walk cold inte the
s of PWAs — People With
5. They offer a relationship
is neither professional nor
al in the usuval sense, Bud-
are not vnder the same
tional strain as friends and,
ke friends, they have a com-
nent to offer support.
\ Buddy,’ says Joe , a PWA,
ike a friend, sister, mother,
er and brother rolled into
. When a PWA asks for a
dy, it is the Buddy who
wly initiates the relationship
the PWA who sets the pace,
iften as is required, Buddies
.e [ea, tell jokes, feed the cat,
+ wills and, above all, they
. Budidlies start off as stran-
yet often end up as the
Jlé closest to their PWAs,
‘hat motivates Buddies to
up hours of their time for
npers, anly to have to grieve.
-them when they die 7
he reasons are many. For
1, it helps ease guilt over &
crime. For Lionel, it’s a
ttion. Mary does it o share
tshe’s learned about coping
1 bercavement, Adam does
cause he feels that, as a gay
, it is psychologically heal-
¢« for him to come to terms
| Aids in this way than just
ugh reading and thinking
atit.
hese reasons for working
1 PWAs are not emotional
1s, Adam points out. Aids
oses its own priovities, he
“The reality of it is so
-whelming it sorts yeu outin
ime flat.’ If these four Bud-
ever needed any sorting
they did it a long time ago.
y seem strong and caring-—
kind of people it would be a
sire L gel o kaow-whether
ot you had Aids.
om Wilson {not his real
w) i an instantly likeable
dle-aged man, Twenty
rs ago, under extréme
vocation, Tom killed his
wsexuat lover ok the spur of
moment, He has been tor-
wed with regeet and has
er had another lover. He
it to prison, but tried over
over again to kill himself,
the end, someone in prison
to me, * Look, he's dead.
hing will bring him back,
1 thinking of yourself all the
rand get out and de some-
g lor other people.”’

Buddies help Aids
patients through their
darkest momeints.
PHILIPPA BRAIDWOOD

looks at the people who -

willingly take on grief.

Torn’s- potential talent oy a
Buddy was spotted by his local
Buddy co-ordinator,
approached him with a job, His

first (highly successful) Buddy- -

ing experience ended last month
when his PWA, Peter, died.
‘Peter has lefi me with the
impression of an inner kind of
beauty 3 he was a great man. On
my lirst visit he said he didn't
want to talk about Aids, so we
never did. We talked about his
life. He'd been very successful
in his work. His flat told you
that, It was [ull of silver and
paintings.’

Peter lived alone and his
family were outside London so
Tom spent a lot of time just
keeping him company. He also
did practical jobs, like cleaning
the flat. Towards the end, he
watched Peter go through a lot
of suffering. Tom can hardly
bear to talk about it. © He was
desperateiy ill, He looked
ghastly. He would get terrible
hiccups. Each hiccup took so
much out of his [ragile body, and
they went on for hours and
hours.” Tom spent weeks at
Peter's bedside and was with
him the day he died. ‘I kissed
him on the forchead. Et was
wonderful to see him so peace-
ful, All that fighting gone.'

Peaceful

Peter never knew of Tom's
crime. Hedidn't want w koow
about Tom’s past ; he rade that
clear when Tam tried to tell
him, Tom no longer-fets his guilt
dominate his life ; he has lots of
Iriends and hobbies. He deals
with his guilt positively, he says,
by Buddying.

Buddy Lionel Stanley (not his
real name) 44, a softly spoken
South African, spent 12 years in
a Cistercian monastery till he
had his vows annulled a couple
of yearsago. Before that, he was
a graphic artist. He found both
lives unfulfilling, Working with

P As, he says, foels like his teve .

vacation. Since September,
Lionel has Buddied four men,

who -~

RIGHARD MILDENHALL

‘Spmaane’s waliting to catch you when the bottorn fails cut of your warld,’ says Pairick (right) of Buddy, Llonel.

twa of whom have died, (Bud« 7

dies have one PWA at a time
usuaily, then at least 2 month off
after the death.) Licnel is now
Buddying two people because
he has plenty of time, They are
Tim, astudent, and Patrick, 26,
wherls unemployed.

Lionel is accepted as a Buddy
by Tim’s flatmates. They rejec-
ted Tim’s first Buddy ; * App-
arently he arrived in leathers
and was very camp,’ says
Lionel. Tim gave him up, and
went 4 year before asking for a
new Buddy—a year in which he
attempted soicide after being
ostracised at coliege, beaten up
and targeted with hate mail and
buraing rubbish. This left him
feeling, lonely and withdrawn.
F.ast week he and Lionel went to
the theatre. Tim enjoyed it. He
likes having Lionel around, too,

" firoade he feels the need to pick" :

up the phone and talk to some-
one in the middle of the night,
‘ He knows me, so he can say,
** Tim, you're being silly.”’
Lionel's other PWA s
Patrick, who is from an Irish
Cathalic family. Patrick refuses
to worry about the futute.
Lionel says death hasn’t hit him
Patrick realises this. He
f'kes having Lionel as a Buddy
partly because he likes him and
they live close to ane another
and partly because ' [t’s nice to
know someone’s waiting to
cirich you when the bottom falls
out of your world.
Mary Willoughby (not her

‘and ke felt t

reaf name), 63, is one of 3§
women Buddies in London.
Mary brought up her four child-
ren alone after her husband, a
psychiatzist, committed suicf&e
22 years ago, Two years ago,
after her mother’s death, she felt
she wanted to help others come
to terms with death, She did a
bereavement cottngelling
couraes then contacted the o
nisation which runs the Buddies
scheme, ‘1 thought that as-a
woman, a mothet and a gramd-
mother [ might be able to help
someone unable to talk to their
own family.’

Mary is now successfully
Buddying a rean in his forties.
* He has a job, a goed social life
and several [riends. I'm just
someone he can sit down and
have a cup of tea with, It goes
along very rnnlLy
Award-winping fiction writer
and Independent arts reviewer
Adam Mars-Jones, 32, is a
Buddy. His new boak, ‘The *
Darker Proof,” with Edmund
White, is a collection of shart
staries on and around themes
inspired by Aids (Faber &
Fabet, out on 6 July). Adam
says he became a Buddy
because, 43 a gay m?r;l, Aidxi was
an imposing part of his culture
e need to face it
head on, ‘in order to deny its
metaphors.’

Adam, tall and confident in
denim and leather, has Buddied
* four and a halfl men.' The first
was 8 45-year-old manic-

depressive artist, *On my first
visit I had fears and physical
Jitters,’ says Adam. *All'T got
from him was sweetness and
attentiveness, He: enormously
idealised me In & way yon would
try to cut away In a gocial reja-
tionship, T didn’t expect him to
die; yuu have to inhabit your
PWA’s hope,
- “ My second was 8 kepl man
who sort of ran an anuque shop
and lived in his lover's shadow.
My relationship with the lover
was the crucial one. The lover
took a pride in the way ke nursed
himand 1 ad te be carefal not to
upstage him.

Pleasure

"My next was a formidably
accomplished Oxferd don. He
found the sheer borcllng businéss
of taking_ pills .an segﬁ]& %Q
" dressings him do
When someones life is their
intellect, if you’re sufficiently
on their wavelength yow can
help to restore their identity by
réminding them wheo they are,
It waos a pleasure to talk about
opera while waiting for pres-
criptions.

‘My fourth was a doctot's
lover. The doctor fretted in a
medical mode but couldn’t
adopt the tone of volce the sick
man wanted,

* The** half * Buddy relation-
ship was one with a pathological
liar who posed as having Aids. It
was beyond my skitls to cope
with the strong element of fan-

tagy there, so I withdrew.’

Adam deals with Aids by con-
fronting it. In his work, he tries
to make others confront their
perceptions. * Slim,’ one of the
short stories in his new book,
avoids the word Aids: *If you
avoid the word, you avoid the
reactions.” It also challenges
ideas about what PWAs are
thought to want. The PWA in
‘S§lim* says: © Buddy likes to
hug. I don't. I mean, it’s per-
fectly pleasant, it just doesn't
remind me of anything, It was
never my style. 'm sure the
point is to relieve my flesh of
taboo, and the Trust probably
givesclasseainit. . . . [just wait

. . a8 if he wasa cloud and I was
waiting for him to pass over the
sun. Then we carry on,and I'm
sure he feels better for it.”

“The Buddy scheme is Fun 5y the

Terrence Higgins Trust and
aperates, in this country, only in
Londonr., Anyone is eligible tobe g
Buddy : age, sex, roce, back-
ground and sexval orientation are
srrelevant. Successful applicants
do a weekend training course.
There are curranily 150 Buddiss
under four London regional co-
ordinators. The Trust needs more
Buddies. If you would like to be
one, or 1o make a donation, write
to the Terrence Higgins Trust,
BM Aids, London WCIN3IXX,

{f you tive ontside London, inges-
tigate locally, Mnitiarives in
Buddying are slowly developing
-around the country,

DAVID HARDE

SY
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