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| FEDERAL OFFICIALS and

health economists say the
- AIDS  epidemic  will cost
.+ America at least 10 billion to
215 billion dollars .a year by

11991, ard they warn that it

' may require major changes in
the financing of heaith care.

; But  even thase figures,

j which include the costs of

“oeare for AIDS patients,

research, health education and
: blood testing, will be dwarfed
; by; the value of earnings and
| output lost, researchers say.

iting these estimates, Dy

Ith and Human Services,

" suid recently that the eto- |

; nomic costs of the epidemic
cwould  “styain our  entire

. health care system.”

I government projections

are correct, acquired immune .
‘deficiency syndrome will be o
one of the ten leading causes |

- of death in 1981, according t
Dorothy Rice, former director

-of the National Cenire for| .
-iHealth Statistics, and it will ||

be the leading cause of death
-among people 25 to 44 years
-old.

So-far, the costs of the epi

‘demic have fallen heavily on |
- big eitfes and their putlic hos
~ . pitalg; but that trend is lessen-

/ing."New York City and San
;Franeisco have accounted for

136 -per cent of all AIDS cases

figd' in the United States.
- public health service
fiales, that by 1991, New
Yoy dnd- San Francisco will
ht

20

. ough specific figures are
-elysive, the public health ser-
vigeand ; other experts say it

wills cost at least 85 billion
‘dolfdirs to provide mediral care
dfor AIDS victims in 1991, a
jdramatic increase from ihe 1.1
“billion dollars spent last vear.

- Such care could cost as much
‘a5 16 Dbillion dollars in 1991,
‘fthe public’ health service says.

. The . estimates of futuyre
Jspending reflect the projected
| purchasing power of dollars.

dblood testing and other ser
' vices related to AIDS will cost
the nation 2.3 billion dollars
In 1891, according to the most
comprehensive study of the
issue, done under a Federal
contract with government data,
| The comparable figure Iast
tyear was 542 million dollars.
The ‘study, by Rice and
Anne Scitovsky, an economist

{ Foundation in California, says

sult of the sickness and
irg- death of AIDS

‘Bowen, the Secretary of-

Research, health education, |

at  the Palo Allo Medical

it dihings and output lost

patients will total 55 billion
dollars in 199%, up from 7 bil-
Hon doliars last year,

Paradoxically new therapies, [

by prolonging life without cur-

ing the disease. may increase : = h
total "costs of caring for AIDS R
patients, according to the con-.|

gressional office of technology |

E - .
assessment, some doctors and f L

local health officials.

The New York State Health | - i

Commissioner, Dr. David Axel-

rod, recently estimated - that |

hospitals in New Yok City |-
would spend 1 billion dolars [
@ year on the care of- ATDS

patients by 1981, up from 400
million doliars last year.

£
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-is  unlikely to be available
until the mid -1990s, and al.
cure may be even furtheri' .
away, internationai experts.. .-

The largest ever In mﬂ'ﬁ;ﬁnnal Conference on AIDS opens in W

today with little advdncé promise thot researchers ore on the verge o
T a cure, TeeE T

A vaccine to  prevent]

least 50,000 lives worldwid
and threatens millions more

_ treatments “provide some mea-f ... |
sure of optimism ‘in the} * |

But Dr. Sarhuel Broder, av -
top AIDS researcher at thej:
U.5. ntional Cancer Institute,i”
says that research resulis|
from some experimental drugp o

search for future siccessfulf-.-
stg&gtegies in treating AIDS" |
."'The: nearly 6,000 régearchers

3

s0me nuggets to minel. .
among - the more than 1,000

spgechiés to be presented. .
<‘Prasident Reagan set thel.
stdga-for the conference open-|; .
ing’ with a speech saying hej i
did not advocate a massive, .
explicit education programme
to alert the public to the dan-
gers of the disease, which is|. .
transmitted largely through}.
sex and among drug users|
sharing contaminated ncedles.
However, education is to be
one of ‘the major topies}h:
addressed at the conference.; . !
Several studies to - be pre-i;.
sented show that® groups at:' .}
high risk of AIDS welb . noti
altering their sexual’ behaviour!
in order {o lower theiryisk.
“As many as foyr oyt of:
every five men engaging. iny
risky sexual behaviour miay l:»e}-Q
underestimating _the -dahger ;.
inherent in thei%"lhehaviour,"‘
states a report from a cancer
centre in New York. i
While no major brealc—],
throughs on a definitive treat-
ment of effective vaccine are
expected to be disclosed at |
the conference, there should §
be some promising develop-
ments. Several researchers §
also said thelr studies found
promising results in early
tests on humans of diethyldi-
thiocarbamate, also known' as i

i

and ! ‘public  health' officials -

- fromi:;some 50 counfifes havel:
. powie to- the conference look-|
© ingifors

ehnicdl papers and scores of | -0
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‘Routine’ Aids testscall
widely criticised in US

PRESIDENT Reagan last night
called for “routine” Aids tests for
millions of Americans, including
people applying for marriage k-
cences, hospital patients, prison-
ers and immigrants,
By “routine” the administra-
tion apparently means that if any
, Americans  object  strongly
1 enough they can escape being
| tested, and the President’s initia-
tive is alrcady being criticised by
public health officials and Con-
| gressmen as a compromise forced
| on Mr Reagan by conservatives,
Public health officials have
called for more Aids education
projects and the conservatives
have called for mandatory quar-
antining of Alds sutferers, even
though there is no official in the
administration who avocates such
a move. As the debate hots up,
the issue may become a litmus
tests for conservative support for
candidates in the 1988 elections,
Republican candidates George
Bush and Jack Kemp have al-
-ready called for mandatory tests
i for applicants for marriage li-
{ cences.
Mr Reagan's initiative was also
being scen here as the opening
shot for an Aids “theme” for this
week’s  seven-nation  industrial
summit confcrence in Venice,
where leaders are expected to de-
clare the disecase a major world
health problem and call for more
-international co-operation,
The President's proposal was
“a triumph of politics in the ad-
ministration over all the advice of

From Peter Pringle
in Washington

the public health experts”,
charged Congressman Henry
Waxman, a Democrat from Cali-
fornia who is chairman of the
House of Representatives sub-
committee on health, Mr Wax-
man said that routine testing was
the most expensive and least ef-
fective way of educating the pub-
lic on the dangers of Aids.

“I fear that mandatory testing
could have an adverse effect by
sending those at risk — such as in-
travenous drug users — further
underground than they already
are. What we need is an education
campaign for everybody,” he said.

Conservatives  believe  that
curbing the spread of Aids should
be the responsibility of individ-
uals as well as the federal govern-
ment. “Every hospital, every
school, every property-owner
should have the right to test peo-
ple seeking to use their facilities,"”
said Howard Phillips of the Con-
servative Caucus, a right-wing
lobby group. The cost of Aids
testing was not prohibitive, he
claimed.

Mr Phillips charged the admin-
istration with “copping out” to
the pressure of homosexual act-
ivists. “‘Quarantining is something
we have to consider ... we are
facing a crisis where there will be
an estimated 150-200,000 live
Aids carriers in 1991,” he said.

“The job of government is to

protect the innocent and there
should be a stigma attached to
homsexual behaviour, it's an ab-
omination,”

Mr Waxman replied: “The
right-wing would like to make it a
political issue and I think thatisa
reprehensible  activity, and we !
need to follow the guidance of the
health people and not get a point
where we panic people. What you
see here is traditional right-wing
bashing of homosexuals, using the
disease to go after people they
don't like,”

Tloctors who have been treat-
ing Alids patients recently com-
plained in an open letter to Presi-
dent Reagan that, while the ad-
ministration has been good on
funding research to find antidotes
to the virus, it has fallen down on
educating the public about how
not to spread the disease, Specifi-
cally, the doctors said they would
boycott the President’s proposed

advisory commission on Aids be- |

cause no homosexual had been
appointed to the commission.
“It is stupid not to include peo-

ple who catl give you some impor- |

tant information,” said Dr Paul
Voiderbing, director of Aids re-
search at San Francisco General
Hospital.

B CARSON CITY, Nevada — A
bill which would impose sen- :
tences of up to 20 years for prosti-
tutes infected with Aids who con-
Hrué to solicit for customers hasa
good chance of being passed in
this state famous for its licensed
brothels, AFP reports, '
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Prisoners

face test
for AIDS

PRESIDENT REAGAN.
saying the AIDS epidemic
“calls. dor urgency, not
panic”, announced yesterday
that he is ordering testing
of Federal prisoners for the
deadly virys.

The President also said he
is recommending that states
offer testing to marriage
licence applicants.

In his first major speech
an Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome,
Reagan also said the virus
will be added to the list of
diseases  for  which jm-
migrants can  be denied
entry to the United States,
ot refused permanent re-
sidence.

“In addition, I've acked
for a review of other Fed-
cral responsibilities, such as
veterans hospitals, to see if
testing might be appropriate
in those areas,” he said.

Sv
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Aids talks protest

A WORLD conference on
Aids got off te a crn-
tentious start in Washiag-
ton when Vice-Preisdent
George Bush was jeered
and Aids rights activisis
were  arrested  at f.he
White House by police
wearing  Lright  yellow
rubber gloves.

Mr. Bush was jeered
and booed when he ep-
dorsed Fresident Reagan's
nroposals for routine A_ids
testing  of prisoners, 1m-
migrants, and those wha
plan to marry.

But he was applanded
when be said Aids tests
results must  be  kept
strictly confidential,” a
precaution that Mr.
Reagan failed to mention.

The co-discoverer  of
the Aids virus told the
conference - that . another

deadly Aids like virts has
been found in Nigeria.
“We shouidn't panic,”
Dr. Robert Gallo of the
U.5. National Cancer In-
gtitute said of the dis-

‘cavery in the African

nation.

Pr. Gallo made his an-
nouhcement before some
6,000 scientists and public
health officials from more
than 50 countries at the
opening of the third in-
ternational confergnce on
Acquired litmune Delicie-
ncy Syndrome (Aids).

Dr. Gallo sald the new
and  distinct: virus had
been detected in 10 cases
in - Nigeria  sufficiently
early to encourage hones
tha a cure could he
found.-

CAspthe confeyebee g

At il A

um_ie_r way, 74 gay rizhts
activists were arrested in
ﬁ];onttoef th'e White House,
Blocked “trattic. o pansy
sylvania Avenue.

~ The arresting afficers
wore bright vellow rubber
gloves of the style that
enraged Washington gay
rights activists earlier this
¥year during a police raid
on a homosexuval bar,

—- Free literature was
made available to the
public today as part of
the Frish Family Planning
Assodiation's  Alds  in-
formation week: The as
sociation is making the
information availahls -
its clinic at Cathal Brugha
Strest wntll Tildaye. g1, -
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Dr. Devek Freodinan said
that the move wouid be
rolinter productive and added
ithat it would be much more
Appropriate  In view of fhe
incidence of AIDS in America
to test poople who were leav-

i ing the United S{ates.

Dr, Freedman, genito-urinary
physician  at  Dublin's st
James's Hospital, and author
of " “AIDS; The Problem in
Ireland", said that the anti-
body test, which the American
authorities are planmng to
subject all visa applicants ta,
id not always pick up the
presence of AIDS antibodies.

"It will not reveal AIDS
antibodies in the first three
months  after they are con-
tracted and, in some cases, the
antibodies fail to ragister al
the stage when people are
abont to develop full-tlown
1 AIDS", he added.

. “In a few cases the pras-

i ence of anlibodies in some-

body who is actuzliy a carrier
might not show up for any-
thing up to itwe vears,” sud
Dr. Freedman.

Describing the introduction
of the screening system by

; the  American authovities as
: being "“the work of politicians

who know little abowl the

. infection” Le claimed that it

|
|

could vesult tn driving the dis-
ease underground and would
encourage  more  people  tq
attempt to enter the. US ilie.
gally,

“In any ecase, it 15 going lo
make very littte difference
jbecause the greatest number
of  people  known tg  be
infected with AIDS outside
SAfrica  are in the United
Slates se it would be much
balter to test them witen they
are leaving," 1 said

Dr. Freedman added that

© the American authniities

would alse have to consider
testing tourists because one of
‘the prineipal ways in which
‘the disease was  transoutted
Wwas through what he
described  as  “sex  tourists*
visiting the United States.

! Meanwhiie, Britain's leading
AIDS  charity has  reacted
angrily to President Reaman's
plans to test prisoners, 1nmi-
grants and hospital patients
for the deadly virus.

The Terence Higgins Trust
warned that routine testing
would drive those most ab risk
further underground, pravent-
ing them from coming Forward
far early treatmant,

The proposats, which also
recommend festing for people
applying for marriage licences.
were wada during the Presi-
dent's first major spesch on
AIDS at a fund-raising dinnar
in Washington at the week.
end.

But Terence Higgins Trust

' spokesman Mr. Nick Partridgs

said yestefday Presidenl Rea-
gan's initiative contradicted

- advice from his own public

health officials, including his
Surgeon-General.

The  president's  remarks,
made on the eve of a week-
tong scientific confersnce on
the disease, brought boos from
the audience.

BY ALAN BYRNE
‘PRESIDENT Reagan’s plans to inteaduce AIDS tests for all immigrants to the
United States wos condemned today by. an Irish expert an the diseqse.

Protestors

held

rubber gloves

A wortd  conference on
AIDS ol off to a contentious
start . Washington whep
Vice PFPrasitenl George bush
was jeered and AIDS rights
achivists were arrested at the
White House by police wears
ing  bright yetlow rubber
Etoves.

Mr. Bush was jeered and
bavedd  when he  endorsed
President Reagan's propesals
for routing AIDS testing of
prisoners,  Immigrants,  and
those who plan to marry.

But he was applauded whan
he =zaid AIDS tests results
inust he kept strictly confiden-
tizl. 3 precaufton that Mr.
Reagan faited lo menticn.

The  codiscoverer  of  the
AIDS wvirus reld the confer-
enc  that  another deadly
AlDS-like  virug  has  been
{ound in Nigena.

“We shouldn't panie,” Dr
tobert  Gallo  ef  the US,
National Cancer Institute sald
of the discovery in the Afri-
can nation.

Dr. | Galln made his
announcement  before  some
RO00  sicentisis  and  public

with

a5 fast in the United States as
homosexual or bisexual rela-
tionships, researchers . are
expected ta tell the conference
today. .

The federal Centres fer Dis-
ease Control in Atlanta  will
report that the number of
cases from heterosexuzl con-
tact increased 135 per cent in
1986  while cases reporied
from homosexual of bisexual
male contact rese about 80
per cent for the year.

“The largest percentage
increases ware gmong heter_u-
sexual men  and  women in
geograpliic areas other than
New York, California and
Florida" — the previous AIDS
hotspots -~ CDC researchers
said in A summary of their
study distributed in advance
to conference participants.

Another government raport
will show that of 20,582 AIDS
cases reported o the CDRG
between June 1981 and Janu-
ary 26, 1987, nearly 17,000, or
&7 per cent, have died,

health  officials  from  more

than 30 countries at the open-
mg of the Third International
Conference on Aequired
Tmmune Deficiency Syndrome.

Dr GaHe said the new and
distinet virus had heen
delecied 10 cases  in
Nigeriz  sufficicntly early to
encourage hopes that a cure

cowld he found. He gave no -
detalls of the new virus but

papers were expected on the
subject latar this week.

Other researchers reportes-

that  while many hombsexual

men at risk of contracting |

AIDS have reduced their pum-
ber of sexual partners and

anrepled “safe sex" practices, :

they  still  must  drasticatfy
change their sexual habits to
avoirl ATDS,

As the cenference got unter

way. 64 gay righls activists §;

were arrested in front of the
White House, about a mile
Awdv, 3s they blocked traffic
on Pennsylvania Avenua,

The arresting offteers wore
bright  vellew gloves of the
stvle thai enraged Washington
g3y rights activists earlier this
vear during a police raid on a
homosexual bar.

A police spokesman said the
gloves had been in usa since

1975 and “are not designedl

for protecting officers from
any specific disease. Thay can |
be used wlienever an officer
lrax to search samebody,” he |
sanrf |
Meanwhile, heterosexual con.
fact is spreading AIDS twice.
_—
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| Bush booed on AIDS

US Vive-President eGorge Bush
was booed at a Washington coft-
efrence on ATDS when he spoke
of the importance of the dis-
ease as an issue in fortheoming
elections, President Reagan had
launched a controversy by his
announcement that he was
ordering mandatory AIDS tests
for such groups as prisoners
and immigrants. Page 3




Independent e
2™ June 1987

Moral perils of
P

PRESIDENT REAGAN’S backing on Sun-
day for “routine” Aids tests for millions of
Americans, including people applying for
marriage licences, hospital patients, prison-
ers and immigrants, will have sent a shudder
through ministers on the  British
Government’s Aids co-ordinating commit-
tee. It is an idea — promoted by the moral
right in the United States — which the
United States, with its longer and greater ex-
perience of Aids than any other Western
country, should long ago have discarded. It
cannot too often be stressed that any such
compulsory mass screening for Aids is both
pointiess and unjustifiable. The test detects
antibodies to the virus, not the virus itself, It
can take three to six months for antibodies to
appear. Thus a negative result is no guaran-
tee that anyone screened is in fact free of the
virus.

Doctors, nurses, prison staff and others
are far better protected against Aids by stan-
dard, routine procedures preventing their in-
fection against hepatitis B and other blood-
borne infections, than by a test whosc
accuracy is not guaranteed. Aids remains in-
curable, Those advocating mass testing have
to address the question of what would be
done with those found to be infected. What
sort of quarantine or concentration camp
would be advocated for them? But Mr
Reagan’s misplaced call is a reminder that
whoever wins the election the question of
screening in this country will shortly have to
be addressed.

A Government working party is stifl mull-
ing over the issue. Mass screening it will sen-
sibly oppose. But it may still back a valuable,

Aids screening

though controversial proposal for “blind” or
“anonymous” screening, In such screening,
paticnts’ permission would not be sought. A
small part of blood samples given for a whole
range of purposes in hospitals and clinics

would be tested for Aids antibodies. Samples -

would be identificd only by the patient’s age
and sex. Such anonymity would mean they
could not be told of a positive result. The
proposal has met heavy opposition. But it
should be supported. Better than any other
method it should help answer two vitai ques-
tions in the battle against Aids.

First it would provide a much better esti-
mate of how many people in the UK are in-
fected, The Government’s present estimate

of 30,000 to 40,000 is little more than a guess. }

The number may be considerably lower or
much higher — some Aids specialisis esti-
mate 100,000 people wmay Lo infecled. A
more accurale figure is needed to allow ser-
vices for Aids patients to be planned effec-
tively. Second it would show, over time, how
fast the numbers were increasing. That too
would help in the planning of services.
Equally importantly it would give some clue
as to whether the £20m Aids education pro-
gramme was proving effective in reducing
the spread of the disease, or whether it
needed modifying.

Objections that infected patients could

not be told are outweighed by the public
health need to help answer these questions.
Such screening would not prevent anyone
who suspected they were infected finding
out — Aids tests are now freely available

throughout the NHS. It is a proposal which

should be supported.




Irish Press
2" June 1987

sSaAyS

THE NEW Presbyterian Moderat
crisis was a frightening indicatio

dicates
oral decline
Moderator

or said last night that the Aids
n of the extent to which moral

standards had declined throughout Western society.

speaking at  his formal
installation in  Belfast, the
Right Rev. Willian Fleming -
sait the people of Ireland
would have to face the reality
of this decline, and the Chris-
tian Churches would have to
assume a special role in com-
baling it.

The Moderator said it was a
matter of deep regret to
Christiang that the standards
of purity and chastity before
marriage and faithfulness
within it were being steadily
abandoned.,

He said it was regrettable
that the Government ‘could
not see clearly the duily to
discourage promiscous beha-

Presbyterian Moderator,
Rev. Willim Flerming.

viqur", but had inferred that
this way of life was acceptable

if the consequences could be |
avoided, especially by the use |

of condoms.

Rev. Fleming said people —
including Irish people — were
turning more and more away
from God to a permissive soci-
ety, and were opting for
“idolatory and immorality™.

He said he would use his
term ol office to impress upon
our leaders that the people of
this istand to return to God
and to glerify him by keeping
his laws. “This is the only
way of prosperity and peace.”

In reference to the violence
in Northern Ireland, the Mod-
erator sajd that the murder
and destruction which was the
result of terrorism over the
past 18 years would have to
be brought to an end.

He expressed the hope the
the new government in Lon-
don after the general election
would make it clear that they
were not willing to tolerate
“{his ongoing iniguitous situa-
tion".

The outgoing Moderator, Dr. |-
John Thompson, said Presbyte- |!
rians had made known their |i

unhappiness with the Anglo-
Irish Agreement and their
desire to have an alternative
to it. He believed that many
forms of opposition to the
Agreement had' been both
unsuccessful  and  counter-pro-
ductive. What he wanted fo
see was cross-community
efforts to end the violence
and terrorism.
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The AIDS
campaign

board) welcomes the public
education programme on AIDS

ment of health and acknowl!-
edges the excellent role being
undértaken by R.T.E. with its
propgrammes. An Bord  Altra-
nais urges the Department
and the Government to pro-
vide additional resources for
the training and educatton of
nurses ih the care and mane
agement of AIDS patients.
NOEL DALY,
C.E.O.
An Bord Altranais
11 Fitzwilliam Place;
Dut:lin 2

AN BORD Altranais (nursing -

belng provided by the Depart. -

*
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O’Hanlon rejects
US AIDS move

. 9
as ‘too drastic

Irish Times Reporter
 THE DECISION by President Reagan to introduce compulsory testing

'to prevent immigrants with the AIDS virus entering the United States

'was described last ni
' (O’Hanlon.

ght as “‘too drastic” by the Minister for Health, Dr

‘this count

‘a major

‘The test could be applied to
tens of thousands of Irish
illegal immigrants now in the
US who are eligible for
citizenship amnesty and the
several tﬁousand people here
who recently obtained some
of the 10, special entry

Bush bhooed over AIDS
testing: French predict
cight-fold increase: page 6,

visas. However, a spokesman
for the American Embassy in
Dublin was unable to say last
night when the new visa
requirement would be imple-
mented and who precisely

! would be affected.

Dr'O'Hanlon said that from the

health “point of view, he. would
<n’§t .bc'lglo

clined to restrict the free
mavement of people in that way.
He would not favour any similar
restriction on

Dr O’I?énlon’s disagreement

with Mr Reagan's action is sup- -

ported by voluntary groups deal-
ing with the AIDS problem here.
District Justice Gillian Hussey,
chairwoman of the Catholic
Church Task Force on AIDS, said
the decision *will be very hard on
Irish illegal immigrants in
America who have been infected
with the AIDS virus.” It may also
affect Irish AIDS sufferers who
need to go to the US for treat-
ment, she added, “and it presents
problem on the
confidentiality of testing for the
virus,"

The AIDS Action Alliance,
which operates a voluntary AIDS

people coming into |

helpline service at Dublin 307888, '
also said last night that it was '

“totally opposed to any form of

compulsory testing,” ‘saying it
should be left uE to the individual
whether to have

antibodies test or not.

The announcement by President
Reagan on Sunday that he is
adding the AIDS virus io the list
of contagious diseases for which
immigrants can be denied entry
provoked immediate criticism - in

ihe US and internationally. He |
AIDS experts |

was booed b
gathered in ashington for a
major world conference on the

the virus

problem when he told them of the |
decision at a function, and he was |

criticised by the actress, Eliza-
beth Taylor, whe was hosting the

event. Vice-President Genrﬁe
Bush was also booed at the
apening session of the conference

yesterday when he supported Pre-
sident Reagan’s move. The con-
ference is being attended by more

than 5,000 delegates from all over |

the world, including Ireland,
EEC Health Ministers, includ-
ing Dr O'Hanlon, last month

 condemned any moves towards

mass  screening  for

compulsory 1 :
virus, particularly at

the AlID
borders.
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THE problems posed by
Aids have highlighted the

steady decline 1 rmoral

standards over many N%(ears,
the newly-installed Mcder-
ator of the Presbhyterian
General Assemnbly said last
night.

The Right Rev Dr William
Fleming told hundreds of
people at his installation
service at Church House in
Belfast that his theme for the
year was Glorify the Lord.

"I would give a call to the
people of this land to seturn
again to God. There has been a
steady decline over many years
in our rmoral stundard‘;,’ he
said,

“The problem of Aids has
highlighted this during the
past year, and st the sume time
reminded us that the God-
given standards of purity, and
chastity before marriage and
faithfulness within tnarringe,
preserve health and well bein
was well as the security an
}1_;1p;|)in(m of home and }{amily
e,

He said it was regrettablo that
the Government could not see

By JOHN COULTER

clearty the duty to discourege pro-
miscuous behaviour. Rather, he
said, it had inferred that this way
of life was acceptable if the con-
sequences of sin coutd be avoided.

Narthern  Ireland  had  been
afflicted with terrorism with its
resulting mueder and destruction
for 18 years and that situation
must be changed, he snid,

"The Government which rules in
justice and in the fear of God
should not tollerate this ongoing
iniquiteus  situalion.  Neither
should the pcople become har-
dened to bioodshed, suffering and
gorrow,” he said.

“My vision for this year of a
Church and nation which retums
to glorifying God, is one in which
Government and those governed
restore  integrity, pusty and
honesty in dealing the one with the
other, This will bring peace and
goodwill,”

The duty to glorify the Lord, he
said, wos nel anly for those
involved in Government, but for
every person in life from the huro.
blest man in the street to all those
in autherity in the land.

“The liigle says Lhat righteous-
ness exalts n nation wnd God
blesses these who henour him, The

1

New Modoerator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Dr |
Willlam Fleming, who was Instalfed at Church House, last
night.

history of lsrael 18 God's example
to us,

“When Israet served God and
honoured his laws, blessing, pesce

and prosperity was thelr portion, -

When they turned away from God
to o permissive seciety, following
idolatory and immorality they
came under diving ;udgement. und
lost their wealth end freedom.

“I cail upon our lenders and peo-
ples of this Iand to retum 1o God
und glorily Him by keeping Mis
luws, This is the only way of pros-
perity and peacn.”

He said his vision for the Church
was of a people whe lived out the
Christian life. i1 sincerity and in-
tegrity, molivated constantly by a

degire to seek the glory of God.

“It is essential thet we have
doctrinel snd Diblical teaching as a
regular feature of our Church life,
but this is not enough.

“Calvinism or any other gystem
of doctrine that men may produce
needs practical application, other-
wise it results in sterile orthodoxy,
without a vital spiriluul life and
experience of God,” he sai

Dr Fleming said that i his
theme, Glorify the Lord, was
applied to practical every day
living, the religious life and
expenence of the Chureh and
country would be revolutionised.

“Oh, how we need that revol-
ution,” he said.

S
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From Thomson Prentice, Washington

Plans by President Reagan
to introduce routine Aids
screening in the United States
for couples about to _marry.
som&7Hospital_palients, pris-
Oners an rants, were
dea(%%fcd at the
world's biggest conference on
the disease in Washinglon
yesterday,

Vice President George Bush
was Joudly booed and jeered
by many of the 6,300 delegates
when he raised the controver-
sial issue at the conference.

The proposed measures are
among the most far rcaching
of any country and reflect the
US government’'s concern
about the spread of the disecase
which has so far resulted in
over 35,000 cases with more
than 20,000 deaths. Up to two
million Americans are now
betieved infected.

President Reagan  an-
nounced his proposals at an
Aids Research Organisation
meeting on Sunday night. it
is ttme we knew cxactly what
we are facing. That's why |
support routine screening,” he
said.

However, dclcgalcs at the
conference expressed deep
misgivings about the impact
of the plans on civil rights,
- particularly the right 1o pri-
vacy, and many suspected that
it would lead to discrimina-
tion against persons found to
be carrying the Aids virus.

Mr Bush was jeered when
he said: “If society [eels
compelied in some circum-
stances 1o fest its citizens, then
itis absolutely imperaiive that
these records are kept appro-
priately confidential, [tis also
imperative that help should be
available for those who test
positive. We need testing bul
only accompanicd by guar-
antees that everyone 1s treated
fatrly,”

One delegate then stood up

and shouted: “What we need
is a new president.”

The plans received only
guarded support from Dr Ev- g
erell Keop, the US Surgeon- .
General  whose  forthright
demands for action on Aids
have made him onc of ihe
most popular figures at the
conference.

He said: "F'm not in favour
of mandatory testing, but as |
sec 1l these measures involve
free will. I think the screening
stiouid be offered and it will
help ws find cut the incidence
of the discase. But il getting
this information ruins |
peopic’s lives because of the
stigpma of Aids, the rights of
the individual to privacy and
protection  supercedes  the
need (o know.™”

The plans also appear to
conflict with the views of the
World Health Organisation.
Dr Jonathan Mann, the direc-
tor of the WHO Aids pro-
gramme, said: “We strongly
belicve thal screening should
never lake place in the absence
of a broad sociat debate, His
not a simple activity and ifitis
not done praperly it can cause
great harm despite that the
fact that its objective may be
quite laudable.”

Britain's leading Aids char-
ity also reacted angrily yes-
terday (o President Reagan's
plans. Aids A spokesman for
the Terrence Higgins Trust,
Mr Nick Partridge, said “*what
is urgently needed is an expan-
sion of the education cam-
paign which will be the most
effective way of stopping the

spread of infection in the
future,
He added: “We are now

seven vears inta this major
epidemic and it is dnj,}a(('ful
that s 15 the first major
speech PPresident Reagan has
given about Aids.™
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X A new AIDS virus has been discovered in
Nigeria, a co-discoverer of the deadly virus
told the Third International Conference on
AIDS in Washington. The new strain seems
to be somewhat less dangerous than the
original one, Dr, Robert Gallo said,

* ¥ *
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AIDS and
condoms

SIR —— It is being sug-
gested that the use of
condoms to prevent the
transmission of the
AIDS virus is legitimate,
and that the use can be
condoned by the Church.
The intention is not con-

traceptive, the argument

runs and so the use isnot
covered by the Church’s
condemnation of c¢on-
traception. But a prior
question needs to be
faced. Is the use of the
cundom a direct sterilisa-
vion of the act of sexual
intercourse? If it is, then
the use is morally un-
acceptable, regardless of

_the intention inspiring it.

I find it impossible to
see how wearing a con-
dom can be other than an
act of direct sterilisation.
The intention may be to
prevent the transmission

_of the AIDS virus, but

the deed sterilises direct-
ly the act of intercourse.
The sterilisation may not
be what is directly de-
sired, but is so directly
cansed that it cannot be
put outside the inten-
tion.

In short, I do not see
how the principle of
double effect can be ap-
plied here, and so the use
of the condom does fall
under the Church’s
general prohibition and
can nol be condoned.

MICHAEL C.

McGUCKIAN S.J. |
Dooradoyle Road,

Limerick. |
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District of Columbia police officers, wearing rubber gloves,

take into custody a protestor yesterday, in Washington,
who was taking part in the demonstration concerning Aids.
The group including gay and lesbian rights activists are
protesting in conjunction with the Third International
Conference on Aids.

VICE-PRESIDENT
George Bush appeared to
take the booing in his
stride, then asked, “who
was that, some gay group
out there?”

Lush’s offhand re-
mark, made after he had
finished his keynote ad-
dress to the Third Inter-
national Conference on
AIDS, was directed at
Assistant Health Secre-
tary Rubert Windom and
picked up by television
and radio microphones.

CBS news described it
as a “political mis-step”
for Bush, who hopes to
be the Republican candi-
dale for President next
year.

“That's a new high in
insensitivity,” said Dr,
Michael Gottlieb, a Los
Angeles immunologist.

“We're here to battle a
terrible plague. That is
not what we nced from
our leaders,” Gottlieb

said, according to the
Washington Post.

Bush endorsed Presi-
dent Reagan's call for
expanded Aids testing
across the country but
noted conflicts with con-
stitutional rights to pri-
Vacy.

“If society feels com-
pelled, in some circum-
stances, to test its citi-
zens, then it is absolutely
imperative that those re-
cords are kept appropri-
ately confidential,” the
Vice-Presient said,

Like Reagan, Bush was
booed when he outlined
the Adminisiration’s
proposals for mandatory
testing of federal prison-
ers and immigrants seek-
ing permanent 1.5, resi-
dence and “routine test-
ing" of applicants for
marriage licenses or pa-
tients at clinics for sexu-
ally transmitted dis-
eases, o

bush Aids boob

The Vice-President
also was heckled when he
declared solemnly: “We
need money for research
and treatment. We need
education. We need test-
ing, but only accom-
panied by guarantees
that everyone is treated
fairly.”

“We need a new presi-
dent,” a man in the
audience shouted in re-
sponse, drawing cheers
and scattered applause.

As Bush finished, he
turned to Windom and
asked, “Who was that,
some gay group out
there?”

Homosexual groups
have been critical of the
Administration, main-
taining Washington has
not done enough to com-
bat Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, a
disease Bush described
as “an equal opportunity
merchant of death.”
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Testing for Aids in the Soviet Union

Dear Sir,

In the article “Russians may test
foreigners for Aids” (23 April)
your Moscow correspondent, Ru-
pert Comwell, states that “for-
‘cigners permanently resident in
the Soviet Union could be facing
yet another form of official sur-

veillance — blood testing to en-.

sure they have not got Aids.”
Such compulsory screening has
already been introduced in some
countries, for instance West Ger-
many, and others, but not in the
Soviet Union.

The legal, ethical and other is-
sues relating to such scrcening
can present the epidemiologists
with considerable problems. Fur-
thermore, even with considerable
expenditure and given the most
favourable circumstances, such a
test would delay the spread of the
human immune deficiency virus
for a time but would not resolve
the problem.

It is common knowledge that
the communication of Aids de-
pends on the behaviour of an indi-
vidual, not on his birthplace or on
whether he moves from one coun-
try to another.

Without assessing the cpide-
miologic situation it is impossible
to resolve this problem. And such
an assessment is based mainly on
the results of serologic studies.
That is why laboratory services
have been set up in the USSR for
anyone who wishes to attend on a
purely voluntary and confidential
basis,

Epidemiologic supervision and

control is an altogether different
thing. This is compulsory for the
main high-risk groups in the
USSR — such as blood donors,
pregnant women, drug addicts
and prostitutes. The main task is
to prevent communication of im-
mune deficiency virus to unin-
fected people.

To rule out risk of communicat-
ing the immune deficicncy virus
during blecd transfusion, a pro-
gramme of laboratory screening
of all donor bleod will be fully in
operation next year. Screening of
high-risk groups should be com-
pleted this year,

Extensive work is to be done in
hygiene education, within the
framework of special cpidemic-
logic research. A mere 32 Aids
cases, most of them “imported”,
have been registered in the USSR
so far, but there can be no ground
for complacency.

Since neither a vaccine nor
therapeutic means of combating
Aids on a large scale yet exist, and
as they are unlikely to be devel-
oped in the next few years, hy-
giene cducation, laboratory re-
search and screening, and also
international co-operation, arc
crucial to preventing infection,

Yours,
VICTOR ZHDANOV
Director

The Institute of Virology
USSR Academy of
Sciences

Moscow

12 June

S
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ATDS-test
emigrants,

Reagan told

By ]EROME REILLY
AIDS tests should be made on those people
leaving, rather than entering, the Unitcd
States, Ircland’s leading expert on the killer
disease said yesterday.

Dr. Derek  Friedman condemned  President
Reagan's  proposal  of  ATIIS-tesi immigrapts. 10
seerued to be the work of peliticians “who know
litile about the infection,” he said.

[Jeseribing the move as “counter-productive”.
he peinted out that ihe antihody test, to which
the American authorities were plunning to subject :
aii visa applicants, did #not always pick up the
presence of ALDS antibodies:

wrr will not reveal AIDS antibodies in the Tirst
three months after they are contracted amd in
soitie cases the antibodies fail fo register at the
slage when people are about to develop full
blown AIDS." said Dr. Friedman, genito-urinary

| phyvsician at St. James's Tospital in Dublin.
I 1iis condemnation of the plan came as a top
US expert estimated that one in 30 of all youmny

‘ and middle-aged men in the US$ is already infected
with the AIDS virus.

Dy, Jaies Cuuran, directer of the AIDS p-
rogramme, at the 05, centre [or Disease Control,
suid by 1991, AIDS would be second anly to
accidents as a cause of premature deatht among
American men. Currently, the disease ranks eighth.

Meanwhile, a wide range of free literature and
information leallets was made available (o the
public vesterday as part of the lrish Planning
Assaciation's AIDS information week.

e assaciation, in conjunction with the AIDS .
Action  Ailiance, is making the information i
available at its ¢linic at Cathal Brugha Street in
Prubiin until Uriday.

A series of educational videos dealing with all
aspeets  of  the disease  will run  conlinuouasly
between 11 a.on and & p.m. each day.

@ US rescarchers say an casily synthesised
chemical known as Peptide T effectively prevents
the AIDS virus attacking heman cefls and holds
rotential as both a treatment and vaccine.

The !E.Sl. Foud and Ddeug Administeation has
approved efinical testing of the naturally-occurring
brain chemical,
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AIDS fest i

is voted

THE 1S Senate vated 96.0
vesterday to require AIDS
tests for LS, Immigrants,
the first congressional en-
dorsement of  mandatory
sereening for the fatal dis-
case.

The Senate amendment
will require President
Reagan to order tests for
alt  immigrants  cludiry
theece million  illeml  ailens
expected to scek leaal status
under the immizration  re-
form bill passed last week.

Ly
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@ Police officers, wearing rubber gloves, arrest a protester in ‘ashington, whe was taking part
in a demonstration concerning AIDS. The group, including gay and lesbiun Trights wuctivists was
protesting outside the building where the Third International Conference on AIDS was faking

place,
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THRER Marks and Speacer
stores in London were last
week forced tc destroy
£25.000 worth of food
because of an AIDS threay
Belfast High Court was told.

The AIDS threat was part
of a plot to blackmail the

supermarket giant of over 3
guarter of a million paunds.

Details of the plan were

M & S dump AIDS-plot food

revealed during a successful
bail application by a Belfast
man charged with attempted
blackraail.

A Crown lawyer claimed
that Kieran Joseph King
(27), of Laburoum Green,
Twinbrock, Belfast, was ar-
rested last Tuesday cutside

Relfast City Hall, allegedly
wailing  to  collect the
rancam demand from an

M. & S. employee.

A photocopy of a letret

sent days earlier to fthe
Marks and Spencer, London
headquarters, demanding
£350,000 in-cash, was also
found on him, Counsel
claimed.

The letter also allegedlv
contained a threat to con-
faminate food stuffs in three
other London stores with
blood from an AIDS cartier

S W ——

if the motey was not paid,

As a result, Marks were
forced to dump  over
£25,000 worth of food

which had been identified in
the letter.

King was arrested after
the company informed the
RUC. Counsel further
claimed that King later ad-
mitted his involvement in
the plot Lo the police.

S
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AIDS plot forced

store to dump food

THREE Marks and Spencer
stores in London were last wgdk
forced 1o destroy £25,000. worth
of food because of an AIDS
threat, a Belfast Court heard
yesterday.

The AIDS threat was part of a
plot to blackmail the supermarket
chain for £350,000.

Details of the plan were
revealed during a successful bail
application by a 27-year-old
Belfast man in the city’s High
Court, who is charged with at-
tempted blackmail.

A Crown lawyer claimed that
Kieran Joseph King, of Laburnum
Green, Twinbrook, Belfast, was
arrested last Tuesday outside
Belfast City Hall allegedly waiting
ta collect the ransom demand
from a Marks and Spencer
employee.

Counsel further claimed that a
photocopy of a letter was found
on bim which had been sent days

earlicr to the Marks and Spencer
Baker Street “headquarters’ in
London demanding £350,000 in
cash. ’ .

The letter also allegedly
contained a threat to contaminate
foodstuffs in three other London
stores with blood from an AIDS
carrier if the money was not paid.
As a result of the threat, said
counsel, Marks and Spencer was
forced to dump over £25000
worth of food which had been
identified in the letter.

King was arrested after the
supermarket informed the RUC,
Crown Counsel further claimed
that King later made a fuli state-
ment of admission to the police
outlining his involvement in the
plot. He was granted his own bail
of £250, with two sureties of
L1000 each on conditicn he
report twice weckiy 10 the police
until his trial.
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| “Isolate
Aids
mums
demand

Women infectad by
the Aids virus should be
isnlated from other new
mothers in  hospital
after they have had a
bsby, midwives urged
yesterday.

The measure was necess-
ary to protect the other
mothers and babies in
maternity units, said the
Royal College of Midwives,

Its general secretary,
Miss Ruth Ashton, sad
there was a very froe
atmosphere in somae
Eimls, and mothers often

eld each others’ babica.
Without segregation there
could be a risk of infection,
a8 the babies might still be
bleeding from their wnbili-
cal cor

Miss Ashton and Miss
Greta Balfour, the college's
profeasional officer, said
extrs care should be taken
in labour wards when de-
livering mothers who were
HIV positive.

The college also backed
the idea of asking women
in the eariy stages of preg-
nancy  whether ¥
thought they could be in
one of the groups at risk
! from Aida. Those who were

couldd then be offered an
" Aids test, and if it was
positive, counselling and a
possible termination.

So far, very few babies
have been born with the
Aids virus, but the mid-
wives and the Royal Col-
lege of Obstetricians and
Gynaecclogista have been
jointly discussing how to

andle the Aids issue. )
Their r:é)ort is due to be |
pubtished next month. ‘

Miss Ashton was speak-
ing at a Press conference in |
London where the collega i

ublished its ideas for the !
?utu.re of Britain's Mater- ;
nity services, A report,
called Towards a Health
Nation, called for mid-
wives to be given a greater
role, and the same right as
GPs and cbstetricians to
admit women to maternity
units.
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