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Secon S wave has

Frem JEREMY CAMPBELL
in Washington Even amonp the pessimisis,
there 15 Hllle agreement as to

A MORE snd  more glarmg t n (
absence of dila to supparl tie when we wilt know if the 115,
prediction of 4 mijor AIDS 15 slanding on the 1hreshold
epitlemic amonp Beleroxesuils uf -'I hﬂ?rmm(u'll explosion of |
AIDE. ¥ tt Wuup, e L

is the tidest medical botbxheld
and it is leading Amercans (o on General, says sk o
stion. whether  (he  dispase . £ighl  months.  Other experis
Ided as the groal equalis warning "f"‘ second wave of respected  epidemiclogists  are "The doomstay  scenario ‘\\n.lﬂll La-hall y no ik 6 may be years.
% may be a discrimingtor *IPSC 0 wiich intenmediaries, slarling to wonder "if  Lhey nel appear to be mate increase in e i . i
after atl. pwmlv whe sleep wilh high- Right be misreading the <tari. Jiine. 1ne secomd wave n. AIDS. In one major eity, net Lurking behind the mass ol
In fag e | i . sy on the Loncewvably, |heyr .‘.urm:sc BlI¥ has not oceursed you" one  of 182 heterosexuals THEUTCS i & stniking facl. Ome
known the enigma af 1he rl'“ 1o others whe have no there. is  something abeul ~Others  disagree.  Ernest Sted was found (o carry the Of the key reasons, perhaps
missing  data”  brestens direct eontict with high-risk American  helerosexuals, o Drucker, a New Ynrk Health virus ”."f main reason, why 1be dis-
chinge the psycholagy of the 5 ““:u ('hﬂm:iul of m_f('r- :;ll:ll‘ “Ir(.:)"O{‘k"{ﬂ' 1}1albmakﬂ ollicer, thinks the “heterosex-  In Donver. where kalf of all rf,l:P . sa).ren]ﬂmg m,m-? \IQ“I}I
AIDS  erisis, polarising  high supbased lo make Saum jess likely o become uml spread” iy sboul to ke pay men Lest posilive, oply L0AT eipected among gays ani
: y AIDS  a death-dealer  across  infected than higherisk people.  gff i . § ' Y necdledrug  users has Lo do
and Lo RTERIRS '"”ilhr whole spectrum of s i - ©oone  person, @ woman, Was ng with  medicine bt with
milaming an already simmer- preference Apue Sexua “There's  someihing  quile RBul lests of millions of mili- found 1@ Lo infecled in & hehavisur
ing antigay militaney. . hepeful hieve.” said Franklyn jury  service entrants. bived lesl of 1000 hetera- = gpooon L ocexuals are
For three years now. public  pul the secand wave has yel Judson, Denver's public fieaith donors  and sexually-active patients at a clinic for 4.° eneral amaiingl;l u;urc'
health  offictals  have  been o break. Amil a handful of direcior this week. heleroséxuals over the Iast Jv-lmmmiuwl diseases. promiscuous  than  heterosex-
o uads. Dwring the early stuges
iur the AIDS epldemic many
PEAY vieums ko San Francisco
| avernged 50 sexwal pariners a
fyear
Dr. Harold Jaife, head af
|AIDS  epidemiolngy al  the
Cenlre for Disease Control in
lntlama. vites this differenee
i the taste  for  variety
.lewm‘n gaxs and hoeterosex-
luais as a mam resson for his
Yheliel  that most  Americans
Lare unbkely 1o catch the dis
r BAse
: This shifl of opinion couli
) have major political and sorial
| consequences. It cannal  help
[t make it easier for the
ipolitical  and  social  conse-
It eannot help but
easier for Lhe pelitical
right 1o portray AIDS as a
disease of an immoral, insalia.
5, unmataral

Alre.uly
iwhrung te stross the "dll’l’u:ul
| of catching AIDS i mme's
| lifestyle is reasonably normal. §

One dovs oot have w he &
monk. B is only a short step i
fromt there lo the conclusion :
! that monslrous pracleess brimg
i lheic own punishment 1hat the
. NON-MONKtrous are fargely
P spared, and  governmenls can
. find more deserving causes on
> which 1o spend the axpayers'
: bilkions,
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AIDS hits|
both sexes|
. equally :

_A study of military recrul SI

found that equal numbers
men and women were infecte
hy AIDS in some areas of the
USA — and that twice asl
many blacks as whites carr}!l
the virus, according to report
released last night.

Based ~on blood tests of
imore than 300,000 recruits
. from Qctober. 1985-March.!
| 1986, the researchers said the!
P AIDS epidemic in the USA
‘was no  tonger primarily
! restrictea 10 homosexuals and
‘intravenous drug. users. :

The resecarchers said the
incidence of the disease was,
highest in denscly populated;
urban areas, where 4 high:
proportion of the popuiation
was ofien black, The regions:
found to have the highest;
rates of infection, with;
roughly equal numbers of |
infecled men and  women,|
included New York City!
particularly the Bronx and!
Brookiyt boroughs, San Fran-
cisco, Washington and Essex,
New Jersey. i
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Private tests
for Aids and
cancer may
be licensed

HEALTH MINISTERS are con-
sidering legislation to license pri-
vate clinics and laboratories
which provide tests for Aids and

screcning for breast and cervical

cancef amid mounting concern
about standards in some parts of
the private sector.

Tony Newton, Minister for
Health, said yesterday: “We are
considering what further steps are
nesded either by self-regulation
or by additional legal powers to
monitor private screening clinics
or the laboratories and other ser-
vices they use.”

The move follows evidence that
lives are being put at risk by the
standard of cervical and breast
cancer screening in some private
clinics and laboratories.

There is also evidence that
Aids tests are being offered by
some in the private sector without
proper counselling and warnings
that a positive result, or even the
fact that a test has been done at
all, can lead to the refusal ol
morigages, and of life and other
forms of insurance.

Prassure for licensing is coming
from leading members of the
Royal Colleges of Pathologists
and Radiologists, from Bupa and
PPP - who are among market
leaders in breast and cervical can-
cer screening — and from
Britain's biggest private pathol-
ogy laboratory, JSPS, which is
wartning that anyone can set up a
private pathology laboratory with
or without qualified technicians
and detailed medical supervision.

Bupa, which recently wrote Lo
Johy, Moore, Secretary of State
for Social Services, urging regula-
tioa yesterday welcomed Mr
Newton's statement,

But a spokesman said: “We
would back statutory regulation
with licensing and inspection
rather than self-regulation,

“How do you self-regulate the
cowboys? The largest organds-
ations in the market are very rep-
utable and do undertake quality
assurance programmes to ensure
screening is of a high standard.
But there are now approaching
200 clinics offering private
screcning services, including mo-
bile. inits, and there is little that
selfupgdlation ediv do dbout peo-
ple operating, in some cases. Hier-

By Nicholas Timmins
Heaith Services
Correspondent

ally out of caravans. The number
of private screening services is
mushrooming but monitoring is
cssential to control quality and
maintain uniform services,”

Dr Peter Trott, pathologist at
the Royal Marsden Hospital, who
has been attempting to study stan-
dards in private cytopathology
laboratories on behalf of the
Royal Coliege of Pathologists,
said: “A voluntary scheme would
not really help at all. We need a
system that will pick out the lab-
oratories that are not performing
properly.”

A small group of pathologists
working with JSPS, Bupa and the
Independent Hospitals Associa-
tion were devising a scheme that
would provide quality control in
independent cytopathology lab-
oratories as a first step towards
voluntary registration and moni-

toring of private facilities, he said. |

They hoped shortly to be mak-

ing a public appeal through the :

medical journals for laboratories
to join such a scheme, But that
would only ensure high standards
in the reputable end of the mar-
ket, “If it's purely a voluntary

scheme people can just continue

to operate outside it.”

Ministers are believed to be
wortied about the bureaucracy in-
volved in setting up an inspection
and licensing system. But Dr
Trott said New Zealand ran a sys-

tem where labs and clinics paid a |

fee and inspection and monitor-
ing was carried out by recently re-
tired specialists in return for ex-
penses only,

Many other countries, includ-
ing the United States and Austra-

lia, licensed private facilities, he |

added,

Concern over stundards follows
evidence that some private clinics
undertaking breast cancer screen-
ing have told women their breasts

are normal, only for cancer to be

discovered weeks later, In tests in
which NHS hospitals bave put

known positive cervical smears |
- among others, all or some of the :

known positives have been passed

- as normal by the private labs.

s/
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. § i ot W ) -y |
RECORD BREAKERS: Richard Branson and Per Lindstraud receive an award from

Norris McWhirter (centre) of the Guinness Book of Records for their first transatlantic
hot air balton flight.

Branson’s
Lids war

MILLIONAIRE adventurer Richard

Branson is lining up a perscnal

campaign in the fight against Alds.
At an award presentation by the Guin-

ness Book of Records for his Atlantic

crossing in a hol afr ballon yesferday, he
sald he had been holding talks with
leading televislon executives, including
the BBC’s Michael Grade,

He ia due to launch hig personat cam-
palgn to persuade youngstdrs to have
saler sex on September 1, )

Hranson set three records on his hal-
lon flight to add to the record for his
sutcesstul powerboat Atlantic crossing
last year,

“1 am really trying to keep o adven-
trer side of my character down while |
try lo concenlrate on belng a family man
and businessman and oa fighting Alds,”
he zald.

“The Government quite senaibly
frightened young peopie, but there was
a certain element of moralising. | hope
lo get the message across und glve
youngsters a sensible solution.”

& Midwives last nlght averwhelmingly
rejected a call for routine Alds screen-
lng for all pregnant women, at their
annuat conference In Manchester,

S/
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Fighting AIDS
DENTIZTS and others wroviding personal public ger
vices have professed tnair feavs in recent times over
the AIDS virus and a new disinfectant which will
help has been developed here in Ireland.

It is called Phoraid and has been approved by the
Londun School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine as
being effective agains both ATDS virus and the Hepa-
titis B virus, The disinfectant diluted to one part to
three paris waier gives a total kill in two minutes,
say the manufacturers, who say this .s significant
especially for surgical and dental instruments. -

The disinfectant only kills the virus outside the

huinan body and was developsd to use on ithe skin,
as a wash and surgical scrub. It is also suitable for
treating minor surface skin wounds, Smyth Morris
Chemicals in Blessington hope to start manufacturing
the product soon.
" The disinfectant was developed, they say, following
an approach from the Greater Manchester Police and
is now standard issue for the force's drugs squads. in
infectious disease Lkits, The product was only
launched in Britain in April and is being sold to
schools, hospitals, colleges, dental surgeries, prisons
and mortuarjes. .

-
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‘Mother innocently

- dooms her family

A family of tragedy . . . Richard and lrene with {from left} Stuart, Rochel, Claire and Danielle.

A - griefstricken  English

_mather bas spoken of kow she’
may have innegently dnomed
her Family {o dic of AIDS.

Trene Waymond  (27)  con-
tracted ihe killer disease afier
a Blood transfusion during the
birth of hoe liveyear-old san
Stuart.

Ifer danghier Clatre {4),
Rachel (3) and Dauielle,
seven  months, were’ Infecled
hy Irenc's bload during preg-
nancy, And  her husband,

| virus after sexual intercourse
| with his wife.

Only Stuarl, born minumtey
hefore the horror lransfusion,
|| hes heen spared,

thefamily did not knsw they
had ihe disease until Clalre
suddenly ~ beemme  desperately
sick. Boclors it not know the
cause of the lllness. As a last
resorl Lhey pave her an AJDS
test. They then realised the
full borror of what happened.”

In an inferview published in
o London ieday Irenc spoke of
her living nightmare. “I know
it's not my faull. But I can'l
{lelp feelng Fve condemned
us all 1o death. One by pne

wecontd: sl Qe and  Wtile
St}uta.rt would he the only one
oft,"

Rlghard (34}, contracted ihe .
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-'-'WHAT COMFORTS
. AIDSFAMILIES

_;_ma]o_r ethlco—legal issue in |
‘the. ~ men __lhealth ~field:

.‘mlsmforms on-a toplc that is -
: -icurrently reshapmg prnfes-
| sional -

“tion _m_,_whleh ‘Dr. Robert.{
- Davis is quoted, ‘discussing a .

‘Davis-nor : Ms. "Wa
aware’ “of- the 1976 landni: _
dec1smn of_:h'e Cahforma S

“Régents of the Umvers:ty of_
-California: The case Was: as -

‘nia Tarasoff’s boyfriend told.
jrthat-he was going to kill Tata-
-ma The - theraplst alerted
.j:short wh:le and then et hxm

‘Tarasoff, Her. parents sued.
-Theywon A sad-victory, Still, :

“principle:of Duty. to Protect,
j'sometxmes alse called Duty
‘.to Warn: g

When the :ssue has comer_ -
-Up; oSt ]UI‘ISdlCthﬂS inthe
“United - States have . upheld-

;questmn‘ Does the mfo'rmed
~willful, posszble transimission

.fer constitute cr;mmal mtent

’ psychodynamlc
..thmkso GRS

- tunities in Lou Ann Walker's

| robbed of the time needed to” |

Lou Ann Walkers artlcle

Moteover, by - omission, it { .

:  ethical. © conduct
'throughout the country :
“Tam referrmg to: the sec- :

'_blsexual male: patient: whose
_-male over-is dymg 0 AIDS

Ewdently, nelther

stmple as:it'was tragic. “Tata-

his theraplst who-worked for.
the- Umvers1ty of Cal1forma,

go. The patlent murdered Ms.

of ‘madjor ‘significance .to the "

this decision;” mcludmg the :
_]unsdictlon of. .the. State. of
New- . York : (Mot

MIT) i :
“From my perspect e Dr

of-AIDS to an. unaware part- .

‘to‘harm? .- Never” mmd the
‘Does 1t‘-’_ 1

L MAGDA DENES
're: ldent New York State
: Psychologrcal Assocratlen
New York N Y

There were- mlssed eppor-
article. Another’ ioss, second-. ‘

‘ary to the'quick’ killer. AIDS,
is that many -famiilies "are |

It is not uncommion for fami-

:eometlmes refusing to speak
-_.to him, d:sownmg him, et

' therapeutic in the ‘process of:.
“reconciliation:’ ‘But - this: pro-
~.cess goes ‘unfinished - ‘when’
|- one dxes so prematureiy from :
: -_AIDS

y a members homosexuahty
-'._whlle that person is dying is |
oné of the tremendous ehal—
_"lenges facmg the mental—
-health'community, - :

|-+ This i5-an- opén _:let‘t'erf:-"tb'
those relatives of -AIDS: pa- |
‘tients who ‘are more intér-

.','than in then' dymg chlldren §
for pamphlets on igay sexual |

1. your dymg “child.. Many le-—
ngedlcal and. psychratrlc ex-
;pefts. believe that homosex-
“valityiSnota, “choice” people
" ‘miake, but is 4s: nazural and
| unavoidable .as -colorblind- -
ness. If you want to make up

respond to the mformatxon ’

that a family member is-gay.

lies lmtlally to réact with hos-
tility toward a gay. member

“Time can . be wonderfully,

Helpmg farm ies t to. accept

- DAVAL: WE‘.INSTEIN:"
‘. NewYork NY,

éstedin: their “social image”

0 medlcal center

development and ‘read them
before you say anythmg to.

with your: ‘child, family coun- :

 seling is. great; butdon't usgeit

-as a'vehicle for verbai abuse :
and self—pjty ; .
- NAME WITHHELD"—i

S S
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Gays and

SIR — Your correspondent
{12 July) Mr John Patten of
the Church of Ireland Youth
Council is falling into the
trap of allowing personal
abuse to replace argument. I
do not proposeto join himat
this level of debate.
However, there arc some
points that need to be made.
In my reply to his initial
attack 1 indicated my feeling
that intellectual honesty was.
not Mr Patten’s strong suit,
His latest epistle should
confirm this to any impartial
observer. His starting point
in this controversy was
heavily emotional plea for a
disereet silence to spare the
feelings of the families of the
two young men victimised
by the Church of Ireland
because of their homosexual
relationships. A detailed
report of this case appeared
in the [Irish Times some

time ago in a lwo-part!

article, and no denial or
explaniation was offered by
the Church either.al that

time or later. The silence, to |
coin a phrase was deafening.

This is 2 matter of -public
record and i§ now ‘beyond
dispute although Mr Patlen
prefers to describe the
incident as ‘‘alleged”.
Nowhere however, did 1
refer tc the names of the
individuals or the location of
the parish involved although
I am in possession of this

information. [ certainly have

no desire to inflict pain on

Mr Patten however, in an

astonishing volte-face from :

his previous position
demands that T now make
public the “namcs, facts,
incidents” invalved in the
pogrom that ensucd in the
wake of the original
controversy, 1 have no
intention whatevet of being
a party to such a gross
violation of confidence. 1

cither families or individuals. |

will not comment upon the

honesty, intellectual ot other
of such a demand, Your
readers however, will gauge
for themselves the degree of
consistency of Mr Patten’s
position.

[t would be gquite
inappropriate for me to
comment upon my record as
a “‘gay rights activist” about
which Mr Patten is 50
disparaging. Others must
judge this matter. As far as
any approaches made 10

rominent members of the
Church of Ireland are
concerned, 1 approached
many prominent people [or
support during the recent
Senate-Election but did not
subject any of them to the
kind of sectarian test implied

the church

by your correspondent. The ;
only cleric of any kind. -
among my nominators and

assentors was the Dean of 8t
Patrick's, Very Rev Victor
Griffin, 1. was greatly
honoured by his seconding
of my nomination.

1 would suggest in

conclusion that if Mr Patten

requires confirmation of the
details of my “‘allegations”
that he applies to the sources
of his cpiscopal tittle-tattle.
They are in a position to
supply him with all the facts,

names, dates and places that -

he necds. In confidence,
discreetly, and sparing the
feclings of atl concerned of
course!

Senator David Norris,

Seanad Eircann,
Baile Atha Cliath.

|
|

4
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Aids threat
classified

® ATLANTA — The United |

States Centre for Disease
Control has for the first
time listed Aids among the
leading causes of premature
death in America, The
disease is now I1th among
causes of death in people
aged below 65, ranking just
helow pneumonia and
influenza and just above
Tunig disease and diabetes.
The leading killers are
accidents, including motor
accidents, cancer and heart
disease,

£V
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& SENATOR David Norris: snappy remarks

The ins and outs of Aids

INCE the advent of
David Norris to the
Senate that body has
been a livelier place, Take
this snappy remark about
the proposed new immigra-
tjon curbs in the United
States.
“] was greatly offcnded
by the suggestions of
President Reagan, in

flagrant defiance of his
medical advice, that
immigrants, including Irish
jmmigrants, should be
tested for AIDS,

“It seems that, in view of
the history of this disease,
they would be far betier off
testing them on the way out
than on the way in.”
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- Disney’s
teenage
AIDS aid

The Wall Disney compuny
has released a videe tape in
Britain on the dangers of
CAIDS, :

The 18minute produstion
shows dectors giving a group
of youngsters some explicit
warnings about pay sex and
drug sbuse.

Fourteen {o 16-year-olds wili

they take drugs.

Although the video is almed
at teenagers, the company
strongly advises that an adult
watches first. It Is for use at
school sex education classes.

:up to keep up with the chil-

~dren of tloday,” sald Roger.
Stratford, of Disney distribu-

tors Viewiech.

beicld about condoms, and |
warned not {o share needies if |

“Mickey - Mouse has grown

3y
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Community Service Project workers protestin

18 voluntary groups in protest

By Jill Nesbitt
EIGHTEEN voluntary organisa-

tions moved their desks, chairs, -

typewriters, phones and staff out
onto the street at Christchurch
Place yesterday afternoon in pro-
test at what they say is the
Minister for Health's decision to
sell a building promised to them
as alternative accommodation
once they are forced to vacate
their current premises.

The 18 groups have been
sharing office space and facilities
there as the Community Services
Project in rent-free premises pro-
vided on a temporary basis by
Dublin Corporation but which has
now been sold for redevelopment
as a hotel. They include a variety
of organisations catering for the
disabled, as well as Gamblers
Anonymous, the Irish Sudden

g outside their premises at Chrisichurch Place, Dublin, yesterday. —

{Photograph: Peter Thursfield) -

Infant Death Association and the
AIDS Action Alliance. The CSP
said that much of its work
complemented the services of the
Eastern health Board.

Since November 1988, said Ms
Kate O’Sullivan, honorary secre-
tary of the CSP, they had been
“jed to believe” by the Eastern
Health Board that they would be
accommodated at the former
junior doctor's residence of the
{lichmond Hospital, North
Brunswick Street,
clearance by the Minister for
Health”, The CSP had been given
plans of this building and access
to view it, but despite manage-
ment committee arrangements
having been jdrafted by the heaith
board and pfthe corporation, Dr
O’Hanlon had now decided to sell
this'buildingi along with the for-
mer hospital.

“subject to

- nothing

Ms O'Sullivan added, however,
that at a meeting with Dr
O'Hanlon some weeks ago the
minister had indicated that this
was not a final decision and that
the door was still open to some
extent, .

. Yesterday Senator David Nor-
ris said that thé site which had
been offered now appeared to be
“part of a property deal” and
raised questions about the
riorities involved. “Are people
ess important to the authorities
than property speculation? Has
cen learned from the
clear message delivered by the
voters at the last election?" asked
Senator Norris. .

Dean Victor Griffin told the
protestors that the inner city had
already been deprived of many
facilities and it was time fo
impress on those in authority

their responsibitity not only to
those who bought or invested in
the city but to those who lived
there. A site for a recreation
centre at the top of Erancis Street
nearby had also been sold off to
private developers by Dublin
Corporation he said.

eanwhile, as the protest took
place, Dr O'Hanlon, in-a written
reply in the Dail to Mr Brendan
Howlin, TD, failed to aoswer
whether accommodation could be
provided at the Richmond Hospi-
tal site, Through his intervention,
the Minister said the CSP would
now be able to stay where they
were until October and in the
meantime he had requested the
Eastern Health Board, along with
his Department in association
with Dublin Corporation to find
alternative accommodation before
mid-August,
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s Testin

Science and commerce have
delivered into the hands of
women the most extraor-
dinary weapon — a conclusive
paternity test.

The “genetic fingerpring”
ntethod is now available over

s counter, is relatively cheap
L costs less than & summer
uwoitday — and can be done on

a single drop of biood.

s arrival has been greeted
with cathusiasme  in many
qudrters, and il is casy to see
its benefits in such tradition-
ally troubled arcas as affili-
ation orders. it would also
prove invaluable in those rare
cases where mothers believe
they have been handed the
wrong: baby in the maternity
ward:, the recenl lelevision
film Whase Bahy? highlighted
the long legal battles that can
resull from inconclusive evi-
dence of paternity,

Bul already there is uncasy
specutalion that the weapon
may lurn out o be a two-
edged sword. Unitil now the
real Identity of a child's father
has been a woman's ultimate
secret; in the last analysis, men
Hhyve had {o take their pater-
sity on trust. But not any
more: should they require it,
the lest gives men a sort of
sexual lie detector.

Michael Freeman, Professor
ol English Law at Universily
College, London, has strong
reservalions. “We may well
have opened a Pandora’s Box.
I don’l think all the implica-
tions have been thought out. |
can see it becoming a weapon
in all sorts of family squab-
bles, custody disputes and
acrimonions divorces.”

The tesl is based on the
uniqueness of every indiv-
idual’s - genclic make-up as
determined by the DNA mol-
ecule. In the past blood tests
have been able to say for sure
oply that a4 man was not the
father. The new test, though

Aup of the

Any man can now prove conclusively

that he is — or isn’t — the baby’s father

N Wandy Hoile

complicated 10 carry out — the
procedure takes about a week
at the moment - produces a
clear-cut result, Its end prod-
uct is a4 patiern, a series of
bands on an X-ray film rather
like supermarket “bar codes”,
representing the genelic make-
individual. The
child’s is put alongside the
father’s and if there is a
malching section, you've got
your man, 50 to speak; it is noi
even necessary 10 have a
sampte fram the mother

The test.costs £105 per
person and is available from
ICIs  Cellmark  Diagnostics
division in Oxfordshire,
which owns the world market-
ing rights, It can be done not
ortly on blood, but‘on semen,
body tissue and even hair,
provided that the root is still
aliached.

The most obvious figld for
its use is in palernity suits,
hence its welcome by organ-
izations such as the National
Council for One Parent Fam-
ilies. And a family law expert
al the Law Society believes
that one of its effacts may be to
reduce the number of proceed-
ings: “1fa test identifies a man
he wouid not, presumably,
have a leg to stand on.”

The test could be vital in
immigration disputes where
the Home Office has gueried
the genuineness of a family
relattonship. 11 may also be
useful in  inherilance or
succession  cases. 11 could
similarly be used in rape cases
where identily, rather than
consend, is the issue,

The full social, sexual and
legal implications have yet to
be explored but it is not hard,

times for fathers

given the potential for conflict
in human relationships, to
cnvisage  situations . where
proof of paternity might not
be in a woman’s interest.
There zre no official statis-
lics as 1o the frequency with
which men rear children not
their own, but there has been
al least one notorious study

which had 10 be called off i

when  the scientisls, quite
innocently studying families
for genétic traits, realized thai
a large proportion of the
children were not in fact sired
by the men they accepted as
father.

Social psychologist Dr Rob-
art Snowden of the Institute of
Popuiation’ Studies at Exeter
University says: “It’s quite
probable that large numbers of
us are nol fathered by those we
believe but we would be
deeply offended if we found
oul differently. There are
times when ignorance is bliss.
Women do keep secrets. The
advantages of this test 10
women desiring proof of
paternity are undeniable but,
as with so many of these
advances, there may be dis-
advantages as well.”

Parenthood s an  emo-
tionally charged business. A
child might have a desperate
need o know who his true
parents are, Developments
like artificial insemination by
donor and surrogacy are only

adding to the age-old dilem--
adopted  or

mas of the
illegitimaie.
Most people taking the test,
of course, will be doine so of
their own tree will (although il
sounds vasy enough to obtain
a hair by sicalth). Its very
existence now issues the chall-
enge, in the same way that
Alds virus and lie detector

lests do. Y
Liz Giil

&) Timos Mowspapers Lid 1987
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Police well-suited

UP to £40,000 Is being

spent on anil-Alds sults

tor the Birmingham police

forco — the RUC says it

_ already has protective
clothing.

West Widiands Assiatant
Chief Oificer John Hiller sald
aboiut 106 etations and the
same number of cars would
be supplied with the sults.

The action stems from

fears that police may be
infected by <contact with
high-risk groups such as
prisoners.

The overalls, overbools
and face masks will be usec

. #t tratfic accidents Y officers

know they are dealing with
Aidecartlere. .

An RUC spokesman said
last night that protective
gear, including face masky
and handwear, ls already In

normal use In Northem
freland, o

“The maln threat is Hepa-
titis B. Wo are always aware
of that risk — &t traffic acch
dents or & murder scene,

police wear some form of .

protactive clothing and
gloves.

“This Is not particularty In
relation to Aids but | assume |

the same clothing would
do,” he sald.

S



