Print Media

Archives

1st to 10th August 1987




[

Evening Press
1* August 1987

history

History will be made on'

British TV tonight when the
first ever condom advertise-

ment is screened. The 2(-sec-:

ond cemmercial, featuring two
young . romantics, . carries a
safe-sex ‘messsage for the 16

28-year-olds and is made by |
-, LRC Products,the makers of

- Durex,

The. advertisement, to be

' sCreetied on ITV tonight after
nine o'clock, ends a 27.year

ban on’- TV advertising of ;

birth control, and features a
wyoung couple separated by a
‘fence. Flash newspaper head-

|

ings warning about . AIDS, |

unwanted - preghancies - and

.cervical cancer rol] past, and
‘o the sounds of Frankie Goes
to Hollywood's. ‘*“Fhe Power - of
Love" the could reach the end
of the fenee and fall into each
other’s arms. Then the slogan
“together You're Safer with

Durex"  flashes across the |

screen.,

#The -advertisement will be. |

used a5 part of 3 major
cinema and TV campaign over i

‘the autumn and winter.

Sv7
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Wellcome finds support

in City on AIDS headway

INVESTORS have been piling
into last year's market new-
comer Wellcome bhecause so far
it has produced the only antivi-
ral drug which has been li-
censed for use in the battie
against AIDS,

Yesterday the shares leapt a
further 36p to 449p when the
company’'s half-time results

topped the most optimistic City

forecasts with a 26% jump to
more than £81m,

The AIDS drug, Retrovir, has
not contiributed a penny to
profits in the first-half since
sales only commenced in recent
weeks, The first financial bene-
fits will accrue in the current
six months, but the real re-
turns should come next year,

Official statistics at the
World Health Organisation

by ALAN RUDDOCK

. show that there are more than

45,000 registered AIDS suffer-
ers worldwide, while in the US
latest figures show that 1,6m
Americans have been exposed
to the disease.

Retrovir is not cheap — a '

course of treatment is about

' $10,000 & year — and Wellcome

is not prepared to reveal its
profit margins, but it does not
anticipate problems with its
pricing. It has been approved
for use against AIDS in 12
countries so far.

The first-half profit improve-
ment came evenly from im-
proved margins, up two points
to 15%, and improved turn-
over, up 12% to £557m. The
bulk of the company’s sales
came from North America

#

(42%), followed by the rest of
the world (29%), Furope (19%)
and the UK (10%).

Sales of Wellcome's other
major antiviral drug Zovirax,
which is used to combat shin-
gles and genital herpes, soared
54% to £7vim and further
growth s expected, especlally
in the Japanese markeét.

Trials continue, testing Ret-
rovir with Zovirax and other
drugs like Interferon, in the
quest for a more effective AIDS
combatant, First-half R& D
costs were marginally” up on
last time at £65.4m and Well-
come should have at least two
years to recoup the money it
ocutlaid on Retrovir before a
competitor gets a rival product
on the market, Analysts are
looking for about £165m profiis
in the full-year,

<V
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New journal
surveys AHDS
attitudes

THE first issue of the
new medical journal,
Irish Doctor, launched by
Health Minister Dr, Rory
.O'Hanlon in Dublin yes-
terday, contains a survey
of the attitudes and
knowledge of Irish fami--
Iy doctars on AIDS,

The Minister said the
iimportance of ‘the con-
tribution of the family
doctor might be guaged
from the fact that many
AIDS cases had been
cated for in their own
home,

The new journal, under
editor Dr. Aidan Meade,
will address the needs of
| the Irish family doctor

and will be circulated
free to all practising doc-
“tors and doctors in
training.
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More sexy than
swinging ’60s, say 48pc

THE TERM ‘Swinging’
ias becomie svnonymous
willy the 1960°s, with its
youth culture boom of
flower-power hippiedom.

SEXUAL PROMISCUITY,

I How Youtrg Peopla Percejva Thamselves Compavard with '60% Generntlon
(Base: All respondenta aged 1524}

i REASONS

Fhe decade of  the -
Summer of Love con- Base: 245
tined alt the glittering : . %
ingredienls — Sex  (the .

discovery of The Pili);
Druts (the discovery of
Acid and Mmarijuanra) and

influence of' TV‘;'[‘I{JENI 2%
1t's acceplable nowltha

e I 2
Rock and Roll {the dis- In-thing” ... -
cavery of The Beatles), e e F 0 1!.'
Yel, despile depressions. freaf:lom_ nowadays . .
gecessions and AIDS, the 3 i Yaung people ure mora .
current  gengration  of Current knowlergeable faware 17

Generation
same asg

Ganeration
move

promiseuous

;at)pxth_ see the Eighties as
swinging highee and faster
than the famous Sixties.

2% According to the
ghrvey, 48 per cont of rhe

More drinlefdrugs now-
atiays . - 52
.Less paréntal supervision 3

Contraceptives freefy

REASONS

yaung  people  perceive available ,
themselves as being more os B NummmNN Y, /[ et vy e _
promiscuous than the "6is AlDS 21

agneration. as opposed to | Younyg peaple more Morais have changed .

2lght per cent wha belleve ! aware/knowledgerable % !

Other answers 14

tfar this current genera-
& ! Don't know 1

ithn is less promiscuous
e their '60s pre-
soessors. A further figure
st 42 per cent believe
" the level af pro-
dscuity i the same in

Don't know Ma ather rasponse ™ 5%

[ Current
t Generatlon

less promiscoous

L s The new swinging gen- Tt contrs the eight, fear of fatal infection, the  desiguar  sex  'n .
vlle  influcace of the eration has risen due to a per cent who see  thig rather fhan  divine re- violencs of TV  shows L
fa. ‘and a more libs combination  of  more current  generation  as tribution or parental dis- such as  “Miaml Vice,” - 7. i
sed society dAre given freedom, less | perental being less promiscuous approval is the chlef ob- combined with  pin-up '
l:lwl two chief reasons control, and easier access than the sixties, cite the stacle to a sexual free for- girls running amok over
it this view of increased . to  contraception, crink main  restraints as AIDS ail. Page Thres, bave inspired
promiscuity. and drugs, — which implies that a The influence of TV in the cold, AIDS-ridden

e

ACTION TO_AVOID CONTRAGTING AIDS
(Base: Al respordonts aged 15-2K)

DON'T SHARE NEFDLE IF USING .
GRUGS -
8k CAREFUL/MORE AWAREIGET
INFORVATION

5
DESPITE the Barrage of publiciey survownding  ALDS.
the survey reveals woolly thinking on the question of
~best preventative action — particularly {n refation fo ife
axe of condoms.

The response of Use Condoms only features in
second plase behind the auswer of monogamy, which
tops the poll witlt 33 per cenr,

Countraception, specifically tke use of condoms,
~Tollaws with 4 vore of 16 per cent, Even coupled with a
eeral category incorporating all forms of ennttagepiion,
“The total of 34 per cent ST takes secoud place to the
Soiuticn of having only ome partner,

=  There is a marked diffevence in attitude to the use
o condoms between the ueban aud rueal sectors, Double
fthe tzmber af urban-dwellats — 31 per cent a8 opposed
e @ rural fally of I4 per cent — cite the use of
gondoms as the best preventative against AIDS.

.« In rural nreas, the categorles of no pre-marital sex .
‘and a0 easual sex pate higher than the use of condoms,
This is i direct -contrast to the yrhan sector, which
places eondoms secoad on their list of priovities.,

315 134 b 25
b 1 % v
n MAVE ONLY ONE PARTNER s 3 oW ow
'# USE CONDOMS 76 or] o= i
% AVOID CASUAL SEX,DON'T
o sieer apounD i NPT e 22 B
::. NO SEX BEFORE WARRIAGE 16 F_ZJ 1 20

- HEGION

= Rest

2] of tun- Conn/
Lein, sler  Ulster

153 ALE] 141 an
3 A o7

0 QYR

SR T I S

1r 1% %

and papers, wlth a vote of
24 per cent is largely
blamed for upsstiing the
moral stztus quo.

It would = seem . that’

et

IRl SR
- s

Eightles, far more pro-
migouity than the sextal
tevolytion of the Sixties
summer of love.

— Lise Hand,
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~Condom ads case

|

A LONDON High Court bid by «
university teacher to block screen-
ings of television advertisements
for condoms was adjourned yes-
- terday. Mr William Spring (42), of
north London, is arpuing for a
declaration that the advertisemend
shown this month on I'TV *“offends
good taste amd decency’’ and is
unjawful. He alse wants an injunc-
tion to stop further showings.
Adjourning the ease, the judge
said Mr Spring would nced leave
from the Attorney General or from
a High Court judge to bring
judicial review proceedings. No
date was fixed for any resumed
hearing. — (PA)
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39 die of AIDS

ANOTHER 139 people — more
than one a day -— died in fhe
United Kingdom from AIDS last
month, taking the UK death toll to
529, the Health Department said
yesterday., The number of peonie
reported to have AIDS now stands
at 935, compared with 870 al U
cnd of June. — (PA)

</



Sunday Independent
™ august 1987

HUNDREDS o

intravenous diug
i okmown t be o

He says that most of the litany of
1o due to his heroin habit,

P

- Micheel s entangled in a weh of

seli-destruction, e doesn't have 4

iob.  Aimosy every waking hour

spent plofting and selieming wavs of

' gelting ote more fix, He knows the
dangers of AIDY carriers injecting
themselves, 1, s4%s ha s piabahly
Kifling  himsely, The  sears ang
abscessag on his WM bear festimony
o the havor ho s wreaking op hig
own body.

\

i Michael's rwo PUNg chifdven gon'y des-
} erve any more tragedy. Lagr August their
mother Jung Meleady diey in their inngr
City home with nite of the toddlors 't her
arms - while  (he ather  plaveq hilpnilv
closehy Unaware thatr his 15 vear old
mother "had |ofy the family  fo gaod,
Heroin ha claimed yet another vigiim,
Nefghbours 2 the rime lge spoke of
se¢ing  Valium in the yoing Mother's
ome,

‘Some junkieg
g0 through up
0 20 différent.
e-tox sessions’

Michael has robhed 1o 80t money o
LARURS. Guards whp Ly SR E T T
in shreds T comolicare  muiiepg
Hirthor, he GO eer fnm forvis Sfreat
Tow o do 4 detoxification Progriamme,

¢ 05 one of up g, 10 peaple who dre
barred. he has beer (ofd that he ~mav be
atlowed bick rg the hospiral in Seprei-
ser. The chances gre he will be hack 1n
Mowutloy by hen. He is now faving wix
thitrges in Duilin District Court, one for
3AESEISioN af horain. ane fog ubslrzurlnm
i guard by swallowing the diug, the yest
or Jareeny,

The drug contre 4t lervis Streat hog.
Yital is iike a fortress these davs, Secuniry
§ ¥ery tight, Ower 51 drug addicis visig
e hospila) ditily in g desperate attempt
L Wl themsefvog off  drugs, Tha
tetoxification rogramme invojves eetting
tdaily dose of Methadone, 3 Suhstitite
15ed in ingreasingly smalier doses to wgan
cople off heroin, Addicts now get the
abstitute i liguid form, Some  peonie
sed to hold tie methadone tahlet under

-

'

ers of e Aids virgs, Michael Dixon

AL D7 vears ald Michael has been 1 drug abuser since he was
20

He has been in ang out of prison aver
convictions” against hi

Repopt by

MacDonagh

Dixon leaving Jervis Street Hospital.

he said. “We do nel
se those who are H)V

vory fow parients,”
in any Wy astracy

the substiinte drug used in
which i5 highly addictive, Ther
It of Temgesic arou
AN opiare derivative w

ud the city. This 1

“itive o continue in-

drug intravenouysly.
“Certainly thev should o Dixon is terrified of
A sven aparer from ¢
erous They ean ge
They ata using e
they ot hair her
they will get sores, 'We had

his it 0% very dang.
£ 2l sortsof diseases,
mestedlles canditions, it

i

could not ao g along,
Er £200 worth of herg

physicalty Abusad
m

flat fecling wretched, @

tremely danverons for those wha have

welfare wogldn't pay
His sister and June
tvo children, He
i @ father, "I haven
onee singe she died
dm with them [ foel g
even talk to them. |
ed to them but g||
@ presents, 1 by th
Michael was one of
Mounljoy who Staded
the prison when the
there aver 18 maonghs

S sister care far ey
he has failed them
totaken them ogy

‘He would yse up
to £200 worth

of heroin 1 day
if he could’

There used ta be five

# meinber of the sea,

detoxification Prog

food and lives qn
bevause of my addi sweets and ice crogm, - .
et are amxious o infecr herain in s o

3 5 b
stress that ne matter ;

Addict rries and fails

Apart from the vieus
to see a doctor. |

disadvantaged argus,

StUiEht L at the realiy dan'c care jr |

Cen drug free for

Michael, who iz kn

ate i hig
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,.-cdhfesisfﬁéd‘._
3unk1@
Michael
Dixon has
the AIDS
virus.

Last year
‘heroin
killed the
mother of
histwo
children; |
Here, he
speaks
about his
world of
crilh'e,' S
sickness
and |
despera-
tion.

TR

e abour (e fact N\at ha
jun Street and says he
why, “Uf T burst my heag
e taken in and stitched,

waat help.”

vrer " thar  heroin is vaty

)ul\[m JIc shrugs  whan
 gets i UIn Baliveuny .

e ... vou know where o
- has never deait in drugs,

an’t hold
food and
n sweets
‘e cream’

m\ e fust cutting ong
hont sedatives and tresa.
iILIlIL far anyone bur por
- for those with ATDS gn-
[v.l"-\ Strect doctar, Tya
from: betweeni 43 to ¥4
hnlnma aspact, the feie

TRy VL CUNNICHIOnS
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A Texas insurance salesman who kept computer
records of sexual contacts with juveniles may
have exposed 40 children to the AIDS virus
before he was found dead in June, officials
said.

A post mortem determined that 38-year-old
Jimmy Ethridge carried the virus,said a

probation officer.

’ Ithridge was found dead in his bedroom
with a buliet wound tfo his head, No arrests
have been miade.

During the .investigation, police found
enlarged photographs of nude children and a
computer containing information about them,
the officer said,

"The addresses and names of the 40 children
were discovered only yesterday after the
computer code was broken. 7

The probation officer said she interviewed
* 10 children living in the Marlin area. The rest
live in Waco and in Louisiana, Arkansas and
Mexico. Most were 13 to 16 years old, although
some were as young as seven.

L.
L

b
i
'

i
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AIDS therapy and vaceine development

Seep 1228, SRIST 212 3.7

At least 70 pharmaceutical companies worldwide are now
developing drugs or vaccines against acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), with over 80 different drugs
and 25 prototype vaccines currently under study, according
to the new Scrip Report on AIDS Theraplies and Vaccines.

Companies are accelerating the development of AIDS
therapies, and regulatory authorities are “fast tracking”
these products to the market, so it seems likely that )
Walicome's Retrovir {zidovudine}, the first major product to
be launched for the treatment of AIDS, will come up against
competition soon, Indeed, information in the new Scrip
report suggests that several drugs may be available by the
end of next year.

. . ¢linical trials

Potential anti-AIDS drugs in the late stages of clinical trials
include ICN’s antiviral, ribavirin; HEM/DuPont’s

- mismatched double-stranded RNA, Ampligen (which is

reported to restore immunological function with no
clinically-significant side-effects); Imreg Inc's

" immunomodulator, Imreg-1; Institut Mérieux’

(Rhéne-Poulenc) tmuthiol and Newport's Isoprinosine,
Amang products with activity against AIDS in early human

i studies are Roche's dideoxycytidine {DDC, reported to be a

more potent inhibitor of HIV with fewer side-effects than

5 zidovudine}; Degussa’s o-penicitlamine; Rhéne-Poufenc’s
i antivira!, HPA-23; Adria’s (Erbamont} rifabutin; Ethigen's

{formerly known as Praxis Pharmaceuticals} Al-721; peptide
T and granulocyte macrophage colony stimulating factor

" {GM-CSF).

e

{n addition, in vitro studies are being conducted with
numerous compounds to test for activity against the HIV
virus. Among these are castanospermine, a plant alkaloid
under study by researchers at the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, and amphotericin B methyl ester, a water-soluble
derivative of amphotericin B under development by Printek,
of New Jersey, US.

.. . combination therapy

Most products under development for the treatment of AIDS
are either antivirals or immunomodulators, and many
groups are now looking towards a combination of thesa two
categories as an approach to effective therapy, eg
zidovudine in combination with Ampligen, alpha-interferon,
interleukin-2 or Imuthial. Other drugs being tested in
combination with Retrovir in arder to produce a more
effective, less toxic regimen than Retrovir alone include
aciclovir (Wellcome's Zovirax), probenecid (which is

_ thought to lengthen the half-life of Retrovir), ketoconazole,

: Iand trimetrexate.

Another approach is to block the entry of the virus to the T4
cells. Drugs thought to act in this way include AL-721,
peptide T, Contracan {a stearic acid derivative developed by
researchers at the Hammersmith Hospital, London, UK} and
the anti-epileptic, phenytoin.

Clinicians from two hospitals in London, UK, are hoping to
produce beneficial effects by transfusing AIDS patients with
plasma from asymptomatic Hiv-seropositive patients who
have shown high levels of antibodies to the virus. Another
clinician, from illinois, US, is using “insulin potentiation
therapy"”, a protocol in which insulin is used to enhance the
pharmacological effects of antiviral drugs, in an attempt to
treat AIDS patients.

The Scrip Report on AIDS Therapies and Vaccines gives a
comprehensive overview of these and other therapies in
development forthe treatment of AIDS and AlDS-associated
[nfections. Details of mechanism of action, manufacturers,
stage of development, latest clinical trial results, adverse
reactions, and future development plans are included. In
addition, the report presents the latest figures available from
the World Health Organisation on the number of AIDS cases
and estimates of people infected worldwide, outlines the
discovery, structure and replication of the HIV virus,
progression and spread of the disease and pattern of the
epidemic, and identifies suitable targets for AIDS
therapies.

. . vaccines | )
Also included are details of prototype AlDS vaccines in
development by mare than 25 organisations, including 17
pharmaceutical companies. Dr Zagury and colleagues from
the Pierre et Marie Curie University, Paris, France, are the
first researchers to have administered an AIDS vaccine to
humans. Two US groups, Bristol-Myers and Viral
Technology Inc, have filed INDs with the US FDA for their
potential anti-AlIDS vaccines, and many other groups are
conducting studies in chimpanzees.

The Scrip Report on AIDS Therapies and Vaccines is
available from the Scrip Bookshop, ref BS 155, at a price 'of
£75 ($148, DM 271, Fr 868), For details of ordering and
payment, see page 2 of this issus. .

A separate comprehensive review of the latest
developments in the HIV testing market, entitled Testing for
HIV and AIDS: the next five years, ref CBS 62, is also
available from PJB Publications at a price of £75. This report
traces the development and summarises the position of the
HIV testing market as of mid-1987 and outlines likely
advances, both technical and commercial, overthe next five
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Household bleaches may be too weak

PEOPLE who dilute household bleach
(hypochlorite) in the recommended
way for mopping up Sﬁﬂt blood may end up
with a solution only half as strong as they
would expect. Research by a senior micro-
biologist has shown that the amount of
available chlorine, the active ingredient in
bleach, can vary between 35 per cent and

11-6 per cent, He is sending his data to the
Hospital Infection Society, which has

v = 55 g

recently reconvened its working party on
AIDS in order to update its guidelines.

The chlorine in bleach kilis blood-borne
viruses such as hepatitis B and human
immunodeficiency virus. Most official
recommendations say that, for clearing up
blood spills, a solution of bleach containing
10 000 parts per million of available chlo.
rine should be used. This is equivalent, they
suggest, to a 1 in 10 dilution,

David Coates, senior microbiologist at
the public health laboratory in Preston,
Lancashire, says that a 1 in 10 dilution of
bleach may not always result in a solution
of the expected strength. There are two
reasons for this failure. First, bleach does
not keep well. Secondiy, not all household

@4@“@3 : |

They all claim to be strong—but how strong?

bleaches contain 100 000 parts pet million
of available chlorine when they leave the |
manufacturers.

Coates bought 10 types of bleach at
supermarkets and tested them. He found
that four out of six brands of thickened
bleach contained 10 per cent or mors avail- ‘
able chlorine, But three ordinary bleaches !
contained only 5-6 per cent, 5-0 per cent
and 5:4 per cent available chlorine
respectively. Only in one |
on the boitle state the
chlorine, -

- The  recommenda-
tions on clearing up spilt
blood and other body .
fluids have stood at feast
since the late 1970s,
when people began to be
aware of the risk of
catching hepatitis B
from blood. The figure
of 10000 parts per
million of available
chlorine seems to have
been decided arbitrarily.

Graham Ayliffe, prof-
essor of medical micro-
2 biology at Birmingham
3'University, said that

2 blood inactivates hypo-
“42 chlorite. Human immu-

nodeficiency virus

would probably be killed -
by a much more dilute solution of bleach,
provided that the blood did not remove all
the available chlorine from the solation,
leaving none to kill the virus. This is why it
is important to add a solution containing
an excess of available chlorine.

Coates says that there are three ways of
ensuring that the level of available chlorine
is as high as the official recommendations ;
suggest. One is to use Milton, which |
contains '1-1 per cent available chlorine, |
undiluted. Milton is relatively stable, but

much more expensive than household
bleaches, Secondly, tablets of sodium
dichloroisocyanurate (NaDCC) can be |
dissolved in water to provide a solution of |
known strength. !

The third alternative is to sprinkle granu- |
lar NaDCC onto the spillage. This prepara- !
tion has the advantage o soaking up the
spill, rather than spreading it (New
Scientist, 30 April, p 31). In addition,
organic matter does not inactivate NaDCC
in the same way as with bleach,

The Preston Health Authority now ‘
recommends that its staff use granuiar
NaDCC rather than Milton for clearing u
blood spills. Coates says that NaDCC is |
more expensive to use than ordinary[
bleach, but cheaper than Milton, !

Avliffe, in Birmingham, said that his
local accident and emergency department
also uses NaDCC in preference to bleach,
He hopes that in future, guidelines will
include granular Nal>CC as an alternative
to bleach. Ayliffe added: “Generally speak-
ing, if people want to set up a first-aid kit,
we would recommend that they get i
NaDCC powder for clearing up blood |
spills,” I}

AIDS Monitor is edited by Sharon Kingrman,
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AIDS MONIT
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Link with syphilis

OCTORS at St
Mary’s  Hos.

pital in Pad-
dingion, London, are
studying what role
syphilis might play in
people infected with
human immu-
nodeficiency  virug

n  two unuswal
cases al the hmpimfl of pgg le wtllulo had
adeguate treatment or syphilis in ermn
guz who, followif infmﬁﬁ:s with HIV,

eveloped signs of fate syphili . Doctors in
the US have reported similar cases,

David Goldmeier and his colleagues at
the Praed Street Clinic will carry out the
research. They intend to lest peaple who
have becn treated for s hilis in the past to
determite  whether bacterium  that
causes the disease, g&egimnma pallidum,
still persists in their es, They will then
80 on to investigate whether they can find
treponemes, as the bacteria are called, in
patients with AIDS, .

The reason why syphilis is such an
unpleasant disease is that the names
can cross the blood-brain barrier, This
barrier keeps the cercbrospinal fluid, which
bathes the brain and central nervous
system, separate  from  the blood,
Untreated, the disease may cause no symp-
toms for years. Evemua.lly, however,
neurosyphilis may develop, with blindness,
deafhess, dementia and paralysis,

Prompt treatment with antibiotics can
prevent the disease from progressing, but
many antibiotics do not easlly cross the

ood-brain barrier, so that tevels of the
drug in the cersbrospinal Auid remain low,
As a result, treporemes may persist in the
central nervous system, even ﬂmu%h they
cause no problems in bealthy people.

Dectors now wonder if IV can activate
such latent infection, through the virus's
effect jn depressing the immune system.
Soree of the epidemiological evidence fits
with this suggestion, Malg ﬁeopie with
HIV infection have previou ﬁ ad syphilis,
and those who have had syphilis are more
likely 10 develop AIDS than those wha
have not,

Another theory hoids that the dementia
seen ik some patients with AIDS may be
neurcsyphilis, Goldmeier says that patients
with AIDS dementia ofien receive the drulg
zidovudine (formerty known as AZT), “It
could be that becauss [zidovudinef
decreases the viral lond, this gives the white
blood cells enough respite to cope with the
treponemes,” .

oldmeier and hig collengues are going
0 use a new method of dizgnosing
is, based on a monoclonal antibody
to T, pailidum. The researchers will first
confiem that peaple who have had syphilis
in the past still have T. palfidum in their
cerebrospinal fluid. In addition, 1o check
that the monoclonal antibody works, they
will test it on samples from syphilitic sores
diagnosed using traditional methods, The
team may then go on to test patients with

V). There have  °
g)

AIDS who are having a lumbar puncture
anywity, 10 see if they, 100, have resid-

T. pallidum.
Cioldmeder says: “Anyone with HIV who
then gets syphiiis o t to get high-dose
treatment to get rid of treponemes jn the
cerchrospinal fluid. Anyone who has had
sghilis in the past and then gets HIV
ghrould be retreated,” Treatment would be
with 2 grams of the antibiotic amoxycillin
times a day for a fow weeks,

15 in the US have already suggested
yphilis should probably go on to
the list of infections that ¢ et form
iand Journal of Medicine,
, P 1569}, Neurosyphilis may be the
first such infection $o uﬁpeaq, they say. At
Massachusetis Genern] ospital in Boston,
they have seen four cases of neurosyphilis
in young homosexual men infated with
Hr& EF?V infection may alter the natural
course of syphilis because it causes defects

grows stronger

in ceB-mediated immunity,
Another group of doctors, nive:
y of Washington School of Medicine i
ttle, reports the case of a homosexaal
man who developed neurosypl
becoming infeeted with HIV (New Ex
Journal of Medicine, vol 31 , D 1587). Hi
i been treated for syphilis

In an editorial, the Mew England Journal
vs that as raany patients with

intected patients should be
screened for syphilis, and vice versa, As the
j editors point out, it may be diffi-
cul diagn hilis in paticnts with
HIV infection. The test syp! detects
antibodies to T palfidum, But AIDS may
hy e’s immune systems
10 such an extent that

produce enough antibodies
detect,

blood-brain barrier, so that lovels of the
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Attention turns to diet and exercise 3 ¢

RESEARCHERS are devoting a great
deal of effort to the search for a
vaccine or antiviral drugs to combat the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).
Yet anecdotal evidence suggests that
factors such as diet and exercise may be
important in determining whether some-
one with HIV infection progresses to AIDS,

1f researchers could substantiate some of -

these theories, it might mean that people
infected with HIV could minimise their
chances of developing AIDS by modifying
their lifestyle.

So far,- investigations into such
“secondary prevention” have been few and
far between. However, rescarchers at St
Mary’s Hospital, in Paddington, London,
have begun to study some of these factors,
Adrian Renton, research registrar, says that
they ave particularly interested in the role of
dietary fats because it is well known that
lipids can affect the function of the
immune system, perhaps by their influence

on the viscosity of cell membranes,

The team is also looking at the poiential
influence of dietary fats on other sexually
transmitted diseases. Renton sayi: “In
herpes, for example, you have a cyclical
emergence of lesions [herpetic sores] which
anecdotally is linked to a variety of factors,
including being run-down.” He and his
colleagues are interested to know whether it
is possible to demonstrate scientifically a
link between fat intake and events such as
a herpes attack, or the development of
AIDS in someone infected with HIV,

Renton and his co-workers hope soon to

publish the results of a pilot study, whiph .
was supported by the charities Immunity

and the Jefferiss Research Wing Trust, The
team is currently applying for more funds
to run a large-scale survey, Their work has
recently been aided by the donation of a
new computer system, costing £8000,
from a group of computer companies
in Britain, [t}
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7% August 1987

QUESTIONNAIRES on  AIDS and
sexually transmitted diseases will he
used by most insurance companies by
the end of the year, according to My,
Aidan Cassells, secretary of the Irish
Insurance Federation. .
Already g number of companies
have introduced an AIDS question-

naire which includes qutestions about -

applicants’ backgrounds ang lifestyles.,
And. one company has had to pay out
£30,000 to ap AIDS victim's family.
Blood tests may be required of
applicants in ‘high -risk categories, hut
Mr. Cassells - does not envisage a

FRIDAY, AUGUST7,1987 ~ *

situation where there will be wide.
spread blood testing in Ireland,

“The problem is much more “acute
in the USA and Britain and life
assurance companies there have not
introduced widespread blood testing,
They are still selective and work on
a case by case hasis.”

However, if the disease escalates in
Ireland, assurance companies may be
forced to adopt such a measure he
claimed,

He said the large payout was an
isolated case ang points out that
there are a- humber  of policies

. already in force which wouid have

been ‘issued five years ago when
AIDS was unknown.

"It's a risk inherent in the busi-
ness, there’s nothing we can do about
existing policies,

“If a person fills in the new ques-
tionnaire incorrectly and S#YS . 'no’
where they shouid have said ‘yes’
then the company can avoid a disclo-
sure there,” added My, Cassells. :

“Now that the disease has heen -

identified and the. potential risgk rea.
lised, assurance companies - can -elimi-
nate that risk." o

e
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| THE IRISH TIMES, Saturday, August-8 1987 -

| Hu%@ﬁ Warns a

A LEADING Irish expent on AIDS
warned yesterday that screcning
laboratories which use only single test on
those in the ar-risk groups run the danger
of recording false negative results, and 2
spokesman  for the insurance industry
confirmed that guestions on AIDS were
now rowtinely included in assessments
for life fsurdnce.

Professor Irene Hillery. director of the
Mational Vires Reference Laboratory,
sald that there were now a range of
screening tests for ATDS andbodies, but
all ot them had a percentage failure rate.
“I would be concerned if screening
lahoratories were only wsing one test
with those in the at-risk groups. We use
seveta! different rests here. and when we
£et a positive result we confirm that with
other ‘tests.”

The -possibitity of recording a false
regative test resuit on semeone whe did

L L

have AIDS antibodies arose not only
because all tests had a failure rate, she
said, but also because AIDS antihodies
could be present in the: bloodstream for

up to three months before they showed

m tests. 3
According, to the cirrent issue of New
Scientist, 1nstant tests to determine

whether someone has been exposed to..

the AIDS virus will soon be available
and will require no special expertise to
carry out or read. One now being
developed by the American company Du
Pont js based on “membrane tech-
nology™ and raquires only a drop of
undifated blood, .
“The new generalion of tests raises
the issue, however, of how closely
reguiated their use and distdbution
should be, Mew Sciendst states. “British
m:Eom_.:mm an_ tests for HIV were laid
own at a time when tests needed a

significant quantity of bicod, and special-
ist equipment or knowledge o' cav
them out,”

Mr Aidan Cassells, secretary of the
Irish Insurance Federation, said yester-
day’ that insurance companies had begun
infroducing questions related to AIDS
into assessment questionnaires some

‘manths ago. Commenting on an award of

£30,000 made to the family of an AIDS
victim by an Irish insurance company,

"Mr Cassells saié that beneficiades of

policy-holders who contracted AIDS
aficr "policies were raken out would be
entitled to insurance compensation in- the
asual way.

Iosurance questionnzires now routinely
ask whether an applicant is HIV posi-
tdve, has fullblowns AIDS or is being
counselled iz relation to AIDS. If an
mﬁ%%.nw:n who bas replied in the negative
subsequently dies of an ATDS-related

mmw_bm.ﬂ single AIDS test

problem, ifkurance companies will in-
vestigate whether answers given at the
timg were truthful. Mr Cassells said, but
the onus of proof of deceit would be on
the company. N

. There are also questions related 1o
lifestyle om insurance questionnaires, and
companies may at thsir discrétion require
medical examinations and biood tests for
those in high-risk categeries such as drug |
abusers or homosexuals. he said, but no
special gronps had heen targeted for
particular investigation. The wanoannmmH
related to AIDS -Hsk would be in line,
with those now foilowed for other high-
nsk heaith problems. “Regrettably, as
things now stand, victims of AIDS are
uninsurable in the same way that victims
of terminal cancer are uninsurable be:
cause there is no cuwre” Mr Cassells
said. This was true in other countries as
well as in Ireland. .

—— B e
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Aids‘to
peak
in1998’

Britain's Alds epidemic
i8 likely to pealt in 1998,
then fall and level out,
insurence experts said
yesterday. -

The peik year of 1998

_could see 48,000 people

déad and 63,000 sick with
Aids said consulting actu-
astries R Watson & Sona.
* But the numbers were
then likely to drop as the
"Alds generatin" died cut.
... However, despito its pre-
diction, the firm helieves
that premiums for new life
and health policies are
likely to rise,

The latest Aids projec-
tions were based on a
mndel devised by Prof
David Wilkie, a partner in
the firm,

He assumed that every
person infected with the
Alds  wvirus  would  uiti-
mately develop the diseaze
and die, that § per cent of
men were homosexual, and
that the disease would not
spread  significantly into
‘the  heterosexual — popu-
lation.

He also admitted that
the peak numbers in 1999
could be 30 per cent or
more higher if pulilic
health education was not

effective.
Whatever  sssumptions
were made. h or, de-

aths should peak in the
“late 19908 with a drop |
thereafter to a  slable
state’.

The model is designed to -
help Insurance companies
assess the potential impact
of the disease gnd set .
premiums, '
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Q Tam 18 and my parents know ! am
w sexvally active, As lontg o my boy-
friond end ! maka I a qudolie and ] get
homa on time, they say nothing. bit i give
I 1o festings ond stay with bim cvernight,
thay gel hot undar the colior. How can i
explain ta them thel lame big girfand can
take core of mysoif?
You want your parents to under-
watand somsthing? How well do
you understand lnem? They are worrled
when you are ne”. homa by a certain houwr
becausa yols mig-t be inali kinds ot flxes,
Car breakdowns on the highway, accl-
dents, muggers. rapists and all kinds of
tarrible vislians of 1hings happanlng loyou
ara tormanting 1hem. Now while you may
be fast asleap somawhere with thal boy-
frlond, your parents are freting and
looking at the bedsidu clock, walling for
the sound ¢ your car o of the front door
apening.
| suspact that they are self-concious
aboul laying down the law to you about
having sex bacause they really den’t think
0¥, with reasonabie precautions, 18 so
narmful. They raalty wouid Iike lo stop
you but fes! powerloss 1o do ao. Wnen it
comes to your staying out all night, you
stratch their tolzrence 1oo far. They can't

reaay 1or w

s Y T
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=

take ill Does thal make them bad peopla?
1t seama all too understandable to me.

Mayba you think they are hypaceitidal
because they will pormit you lo ba sox-
uvally active but den’t want to flaunt it by
staying oul all night, "Hypocrlitical” Is a
ward paopla use a lol In Thair youth and
than use hardly af alf in later lite. To clder
pocplo, keaplng private behaviour privata
seems prudent, discreet and protactive of
thinga that are personal

Your question is, how can you explain
to them that you can lake care «f
yoursali? Flrst of a1l 1t ia doubtiul hat you
can. Wha can taka care of hersell, or hime
3all? We all take risks in the course of
ordinary lile, and some of us heve earned
ourseives tha lreedom o do 8o

You are probably not ready to move ot
and pay rent and assuine ajl the respon-
sibillties 2 reasonably Indapsndent
person can handle. Whitls you hava to live
in your parents' home you can win moré
{reademn only by showing that you are 2
person of prudence and sound judge-
ment, Thare reslly jsn any olhar reason
for them lo treat you llka ore. Maybe
sleeping cver with this boyfriand [n that
place of his just isn't the way lo do that.

andvlsu psople lo
make usa ol specificaliy
grolle inovies or vidacs (o
belp fmpro vo their sax flyas.
The production of thess
things lvelves so much
crunfly, sexism, abusa of
children — and the porn
butsinass Is domineted by
criininais. Doesall that
boihar you?

‘Yes, and when only
mrospeciable  people
make thess dramas lor the
good Lse Lintend lor them. |
will be glad. Sexually
arousing films and videos
are so useful in some cases
that 1 ¢onfess to ighoring
cerlain things about them,
bul nol conain kinds of
conlent

I pnnourage no Gse of
materials involving chitdren
ar chuedty or violence, and
agalherapisl | amuriablelo
wink wilh clienls who are
Involved with these
activitiss. 1 think films
involving children and
sado-masochiam could be
hanned  without  harming
atyone' civil rights,

Concerned |
aboui :
girlfriend's

son

Q Stace | have nothing S i
gains! iy gir- . .

fderhi son, and since if

wordd he erliraiy 12 my nd-

vanlshd If he wora lo feol

hephipe about ite, ! am

1 ik o promote that, but
| wilHdiit much success.
ThayHave no nelghbour-
koody. friends, 1o church
Gition, ne family, and
he {8 doing badly in school
ondiiy solitary and hored al
hunfﬁ! £suppose he resents
e, hir sthl | wouild iike to
tald him. The problem is
that ha won'l even lalk, Jaf
afono lake sny Inferost bt
aclivitter | suggest. { am
i wiing to take him pioces
amd lat bim have a good
den! of my attention and
Hma, hit no dico. is there
| anything | can do about
this?
Congratutasions on
! abeing the kind of
| mon who is soncerned
nbeut this. | weuld flka to
wnow i thishow's fatherisIn
ha piciure, hen Hheboyis
in good heaith. Deprissed
behaviour is atural to
ople wilh lcw erergy,
ou should urge ihe
mother to raswe a con-
farenca wih his teacher
about 1he schoolkvork.
Some cnarte it homuwork
hakyls migltt bring on & litle
MOTA BNCaUraging StCCess
In Ihat ticld. Some work
witls & psyrhotheraplst (not
a st therupist!) might halp
the boy. Your good wil,
altbough itis a aredil 0 you,
will net be encugh. More s
required o i things
arcund in his iife.

Q I can't match my lovars sexual
w drive. He axpechs zax threa thnot
a mighl every night inthe week and tiei e
ot Saturmday and Sundoy. [ ap nof
axaggerating. 'We must fave it belore
golng o sleop and he wakes ms Lip at 1
a.m, Bnd 5 .m. { am nol aupposod (o cail
hirn by his nama - it has lo be “Hemay” of
“Sweathearl.” He paye he can't sleen of
carry on s day If ha doesn'l gat all ths
26x he neods.

§ work fuli-time, Incidentally, and he
works parlodically, about fovr monthe out
of the 12. Ho won't get dinner, not even if
i's henting up lefforert, Coaking by my
Job, he says. Ha hils (he sack aboud & p.m.
when he st working, atout 6 when
working. There e walts for ma unii i get
ta bed around 1. This man wanis fo
marry In the mpring bul ! have grave
doubls. Ho wants me fowrite fo youshout
my “problem.”

A I'm glad he got you lo wrilg,
\ w because | am al least 204 por cant
with you and your doubls. You would e
crazy to marry lhls guy, beciuse even
belara the wedding he shows what he
expacts — ihat you do most of the bread-
winning and all of tha housawork, Many
welly good guys will put on & show of
helping around the home bafore marriago
and then got forgetful and lazy after, but
ke doesn even pretend! For this
enjaging frankness, tal him to get loel,
ha difterencs In sexual appetites can
be adjusted whera the relationship is
geod, but you are right ~ this one is
jousy. Il theta s & woman for him, | den't
know where. Bitt that Is nol your problem.
Your problem.is thal you aven conslder
legallsing this relationship where you
work Jike a horse and he makes demands
r dinnar, sax and endearments, Get rid
of him, begin 1o get \he sleep you need,
aind naver mind about his getting hls.

Do faithful couples
need condoms?

The media keep repoaling that
weondoms should ba wsed o
prevant the sproad of AIDE. Does ihis
mean lor s0x acts bolwsen husband aird
wifo? What nbou! feilatla for a lalthiul
couple? Is cunnilingus capabio of transfar-
ving the virus from one periner fo the
ather?

A Not everything Is known about
minis, Botwenn husband and wile, il
thay have been faillitul lo ench cther for

many years, {here should be na problem,
and condoms necd not be used as a
sarrier  against inleclicn, Medisal
thorities do urge using sondoma for
safer sax where some risk is involved.
Thera is a caniroversy about whether the
AIDS virus cun he fransmitled in saliva ar
not, This inenns to me that wet kissing, or
pvan moutt-klasing at all, is unwise
exceplwilh lriged parinees - along with
any other sexual aclivity thal a congom
cannol protect.

£/
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Cork Examiner
10" August 1987

US ihreatens !
alien AIDS tests’

THE United States may {
be forced i tesi aiiens
for the AIDS virus in an
effort to curh the spiral-
ling costs of treating }

" victims of the disease, |

Jaines Mason, director of
America’s public health
research centre sajq yes-
terday.




l'did not know that

" repugnant detail.
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Town terror after boys
preyed by AIDS vietim

JIMMY  ETHRIDGE -has
been dead more than a month
now, killed with a .22-calibre
rifle shot to the head. Still,
no one knows yet the conse-
quences of his secret lfe in
the small Central Texas town
of Marlin. :

Ethridge, a 38-year-old insur-
ance salesman, had been
exposed to AIDS. His landlord
thought he was a saint. She
Ethridge
preyed on young boys, not
only in Marlin, but in Louisi-
ana, Mexlco, Arlansas, Missis-
sippi and Calitornia. Ethridge
kept track on his computer in
And when
investigators finally broke his
secret computer coding early
this week, they found the
names of 54 young boys whom

1 he seduced.

Some or all of them may be

- at risk of AIDS, and at least

40 other computer discs have
yet to be checked by state
health officials to see if they
contain more names.

Now the grim task begins of
trying to track down al} those
children and test them for the
deadly disease that Edhridgs
may have spread. |
* Ten of the 54 youngsters.
named in the computer filesi
live in Marlin, and six of

them have been found and
tested thus so far, but the
results are being kept confi-
dential. None of the children
in other states have yet been
tested.

“[t's everybody's nightmare,'
saidd Police Chief John Trous-
dale. “The town is really
shocked at what is going on."

Marlin is a community of
7,000 people that was once
known for the healing gual-
ities of its mineral springs.

AIDS has not been a hot
topic at the Plantation Inn
resteuranl — at least not
until recently

Jimmy Ethridge tnoved into
the town three years ago, but
he had moved around a lot
before that. He was burly,
pleasant man who seemed to
have a particular fondness for
children. K

At one point, He used to
regutarly walk .into 4 jocal
convenience storé and if there

were young hoys playing the
pinball machine in the back,
he would furnish the coins for
dozens of games.

He rented a small, comfort-
able house. Neighbours were
to tell the police later that
there always seemed to be
youngsters at his home when
he was there, The police
would also learn that Ethridge
lavished gifts on the children.
He gave one child two horses,
another a television set, a
third a car.

This summer, Ethridge went
on vacation to Mexico. And
when he returned in June, he
found a 16-yeir-old boy at his
home. The hoy had been liv:
ing with Ethridge, with the
consent of his mother, but the
insurance salesman had
jnstructed ‘him to stay away
while he was gone.

An argument ensuad,
Ethridge and the boy chased
each other around the house

|
with rifies. And, according to
the police, the boy said
Ehtridge grew tired and sat
on the bed. That is when the .
rifle the boy was carrying:
went off — an accident,”the ;
boy insists. :

District Attorney Tom Senon
has decided not to prosecuate.
Police Chief Trousdale thinks
the townspeople wouldn't mind
if the boy was given a medal.

After the shooting, the hoy
fled, and when a house pain-
ter feund the body an sti-f
mated 29 hours later, they|
found pornographic magazines
and tzpes and other parapher-|
nalia  scattered about  thel
house. Much of it involved
pictures of nude or semi-nude
young boysincluding a num-
ber wof them  taken. on
Ehtridge's Mexlco imip. “The’
policesnen hegan, wenrimg rub-
ber gioves o ‘Examine items
in the house.

L8
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The price of fear

IT'S an ill wind ., . world
wide fears about AIDS
have made condoms big
business in Malaysiz, the
world’s  Jargest preducer
of natural rubber.

Takaso Rubber Pro-
ducts, {the country’s most
expanding  rubber com-
pany) owned by the Tec
tamny and oifesng 1 line
in condoms uwith aames
such as ‘Romantic’, ‘Any-

time’, ‘Rocket” and ‘Tiger'
is profitig thugely from
media campaigns m
Europe, the US, Japan
and Australia that pro-
mote the condom as the
only known method of
thwarting transmission of

* the AIDS virus,

Malaysia last year pro-
duced 1.45 milliov tons of
natural rubber, 18 p.c of
it in latex  concentrates

used to make synthelic

rubber, The  country's
export  ravenugs from
latex products has shot
from 32 million dollars in
1980 o 94 million dollars
in 1936,

Tee How Cut, founhder
of Tukaso Rubber Pro-
ducts, acknowledges his
company's  “‘tremenduous
upsurge in sales is directly
tnked to  AIDS”  and
apenly werries about the
discovery of & vaccine.



