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. obvious: ang so Michael Scatt, director of

A PLAY ON AIDS ‘The Normal Heart’ which opened at Dublin's Project Arts Centre
on Thursday drew a strong emotional response from the audience.
MAIRE CROWE talked to the director, Michael Scoti. !
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AIDS test !
for bishop

BISHOP Schastian Kolowa, head
of the Lutheran Church in
Tanzania, was forced to take g
West German test for AIDS before,
he could renew his residence per-,
mit in Munich.

The Bavarian State Government
adoptcd stiff measures in February °
in an attempt to combat Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome.

Bishop Kolowa arrived in
Munich last autumn with his wife
for a year’s stay for theological
studies.

| Interior Minister refused to con-
firm the report, noting only that
all foreigners sceking a residence
permit In Bavaria must undergo an
AIDS test, — (AFP)

A spokesman for t{he Bavarian
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YUST tbefore the sccond
hall of The Normal ¥leaxt
at the Project on Thurs-
day night a man in the
row in front of us bandad

a leaflet to the Dbloxe
beside me outlining the
failure of  the Trish

Department of IMealth to
respond adequately to the
needs of the gay commun-
ity threatened by AIDS,

It was a useful re-
minder that what was
happening on stage is alsn
happening here, that a
play  about AIDS in
leland would take much
the same shape.

“The Normal Heart” is
essentially a documentary
play about AIDS in New

York Dbetween july 1981
and May 1984, 1t is a
play about private grief

and public inertia,

The main protagonists
are a group of gay men
who set about raising
funds and consciousness
1o prevent the spread of
AIDS among homosexuals
in the citv.

For most of the play no
one knwws what the dis-
easc is, It is clear # is con-

tagious, bur  unclear 1o

e
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Theatre: Colm Toibin on
‘The Normal Heart’

what extent.” The cast is
frightened not just hy
the disease, but by the re-
alisation that, because it
'seems to affect mainly gay
men, no one is going Lo
do anything about it.

They are going to be let
die one by one, without
any public money being
speilt on
rescarch,

That they are a pretty
rum bunch is what makes
the play, for the most
part, extremely enjoyanle,

Ned (Anthony  New-
fietd)d is loud and pdra-
noid; his  search is nut
just for justice but for

..love, and.-he finds Felix
(Josef#i “Taytor) who is a
real nicg guy.

Ned’s. anger is too
much for the others, who

don’t want him to ryun
the campaign, This task is
given to Bruce, (B, ],

Hogg) who is also gay as

information wo

well as being a vice-presi-
denl of a bank,

The other activists 1n-
clude Derek Chapman as
Mickey, constantly in

danger of losing his job as
the campaign progresses
and full of wviews about
sexual liberation and the
gay man, as well as
onathan Sharpe °s
Tominy  who plays the
part of a Southern belle,
but jis also a real nice
guy.

As the scale of the ¢risis
becomes apparent., those
men start to discuss and
deliberate on the politics
of thelr situation.

The vice-president of
the bank can’t go on tele-
vision to talk about Aids;
Ned can’t prid himself of
guilt: they wonder if gay
liberation is about the
availability of sex and
nothing else. All around
them their friends are

dying.

A
wheelehair (Gabriglle

doctor in E
Reidyv} is the only one
who understands the ser-
iousness  of  AIDS.  Ter
elforts to get something
done are in vain.

Felix discovers a pucpla
Bloteh on his footy just as
twa of the men in the
doctor's  waitillg  room
have been diagnosed as
having AIDS  ecarlier i
the play, he too is told he
iz dying.

There are  problems
with the production, par-
ticularly in the fiest half,
but alse with the writing.
But in a way, this doesn't
matter,

The play is an attempt
to aiert us to what bap-
pened  in America  to
show that the slowness of
the authorities in duing
something abomt AIDS
was due to a prejudice
against gay rmen, a maiter
which an Trish audiencae
will no deoubt understand.

It is alsoc a powerful
documentary, full of
humeur., melodrama  and
interesting characters,
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ﬂaslliators iorAlds g-ig

then he suggested that the

Radiators might veform for

oge concert,” said Mick
uinlan-of GHA.

. “It's the only {ime that
Chevron is free from’ the:
Pegues, 5o we dechded to g0
ahead with the concert
thén,” he adeded. The last

“(ime the Radiators

performed together was in
1980, but they were one of

_the most promising bands to

emerge during the punk

Craze.,
™ -
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NEWS OF THE WEEK

- First hu

The Food & Drug Adminis-
tration last week took its
first step on the uncertain
road to AIDS prevention by
approving the first human
testing in the U.5. of a po-
tential vaccine against ac-
quired immune deficiency
syndrome.

The testing, which is ex-
pected to begin by October,
will involve vaccinating 81
healthy volunteers with a
purified envelope protein of
human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV), the retrovirus
that causes AIDS. The first
phase of testing, expected
to last six months, is de-
signed to assess the vaccine’s
safety and ability to produce
an immune response, and
to determine proper dosage. Later
tests will address the crucial ques-
tion-of whether the vaccine can pro-
tect people from HIV infection.

Even if the vaccine passes these
tests with flying colors, “it will be a
considerable time, probably the mid-
1990s,” before this vaccine, or any
vaccine, will be ready for general
use, cautions Anthony S, Fauci, direc-
tor of the National Institute of Al-
lergy & Infectious Diseases (NIAID),
which is spensoring the trial.

Most of the volunteers for the
initial vaccine tests will be homo-
sexual men, the high-risk group that
has been struck hardest by AIDS.
NIAID scientists will select 75
healthy male homosexuals who test
negative for HIV antibodies and
who agree to cbserve safe sexual
practices. As of mid-week, more than
80 men had already velunteered for
the trial, according to an institute
spokeswoman. )

The first phase of testing will be
conducted at the National Institutes
of Health clinical center in Bethes-

6 Augusl 24, 1987 C&EN

DS VA
nan tests in U.S.

Lane (left) and Fauci discuss AIDS tesf results

da, Md., under the direction of
Fauci’s colleague, H. Clifford Lane.
If this phase is successful, research-
ers will assess the vaccine’s safety
on 100 to 200 volunteers in a year-
long second-phase trial. In a third
phase of testing, the vaccine’s ef-
fectiveness against AIDS will be
studied in thousands of velunteers
who are at high risk of becoming
infected.

The vaccine’s active ingredient is
a 160,000-dalton glycoprotein from
HIV called gpl60. In the life cycle
of the AIDS virus, gpl60 is the pre-
cursor protein that splits into the
virus's envelope protein, gp?20, and
a transmembrane protein called
gpdl. A modified gpl60 was used
because it elicits a better immune
response than does gpl20, the more
obvious choice.

The vaccine was manufactured
and tested through a joint effort of
NIAID and MicroGeneSys Inc., a
small biopharmaceutical firm in
West Haven, Conn. NIAID research-
ers constructed an infectious meo-

lecular clone of HIV frop
two HIV isolates. Thic clope
was given to MicroGeneSys
scientists, who isolated the
gene for gpl60 from it. Af
ter modifying this gene, the
firm’s scientists inserted j
into the genome of a baculo-
virus, a virus that infects
such insects as moths and
butterflies. The recombinant
baculovirus was added to in.
sect cells in culture. These
cells, when infected by the
virus, expressed the foreign
gene-—that is, they pro-
duced the modified gpl6d
protein.

When the vaccine was
tested in animals, the results
were “highly encouraging,”
NIAID scientists say. The
vaccine produced high levels of neu-
tralizing antibodies to HIV, espe-
cially in guinea pigs. And no serious
adverse effects were seen, even at
doses much higher than would be
given to humans. But because ani-
mals don’t come down with AIDS,
there’s no way short of human tests
to determine whether the vaccine
can protect against the disease.

Scientists hope that the immune
systems of vaccinated individuals
will mistake gpl60 for the complete
AIDS virus and produce antibodies
to attack the virus. The idea is to set
up a biological defensive shield
against HIV before a person is actu-
ally exposed to the virus. Although
the immune system produces anti-
bodies in response to HIV, they
don’t always keep infected people
from coming down with the fatal
disease. Whether vaccine-induced
antibodies are any more protective
against AIDS won’t be known for
some time,

In addition to antibodies, research-
ers also hope to see the so-called

v )\réﬁoné{ ]nslifu;é of Alfergy & Inlectious Diseases phalo
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cell-mediated immune response, in
which “killer cells’”” are induced to
seek out and destroy the AIDS vi-
rus. This response was seen when the
yaccine was tested in chimpanzees.

Fauci stresses that volunteers who
wke the vaccine cannot get AIDS
from 1t because it doesn’t contain
potentially infectious viral RNA or
complete virus particles. “We ex-
pect no adverse effects beyond those
that sometimes occur from other im-
munizations, such as some redness
ind soreness at the site of injec-
orn,” he says.

If the vaccine does induce anti-
podies, as expected, vaccinated in-
dividuals will test positive on the
tests now used to signal exposure
to the AIDS virus,

Several other candidate vaccines
are awaiting FDA’s go-ahead to be-
gin testing in humans. Some of these
canclidates use either outer-coat or
inner-coat proteins from the AIDS
virus. Others are based on a non-
sathogenic virus called the vaccin-
i virus that has been engineered to
express specific HIV proteins,

A recombinant vaccinia-based vac-
tine recently made headlines when
Danjel Zagury of Pierre & Marie

 Curie University in Paris injected

tmszlf and a dozen other volun-
eers in Zaire with it. Tests showed
his vaccine is safe and produces an
‘mmune response. But the results
nave not been promising enough
vwarrant larger-scale trials. w

§ \.Y. county may ban

e vagcine g a
 plastic wrap for food
> immuné § - _
F New York’s Suffolk County on the
s astern end of Long Island is. con-

idering a ban on plastic packaging

| ‘o1 food,

A bill now before the Suffolk
County tegislature would prohibit

 “tail establishments in the county

om selling anything that is not

ady has the support of 11 other
Bislators, The bill requires 10 votes
“win approval, The legislature can
Ot on the bill as early as Sept. 8.

‘hA Principal target of the bill is
¢ polystyrene “clam shell” pack-

-

ages used by many fast food restau-
rants to hold hamburgers, chicken,
and other fast foods. The ban would
exclude certain packaging uses such
as for raw meat, vegetables, and
pharmaceuticals.

According to the Society of the
Plastics Industry, polystyrene pack-
aging—including “clam shell” pack-
aging as well as cups, plates, and
other items-—is the largest single
end-use category for polystyrene,
It accounts for more than 25%, or
L.1 billion Ib last year, of all poly-
styrene used in the U.S. According
to the latest available figures, poly-
styrene used in packaging was up
29% to 541 million Ib for the first
five months of 1987,

Many other localities likely are
watching the Suffolk County bill.
The county has become a trendsetter
in other types of environmental leg-
islation, such as smoking restrictions,
bottle return laws, and phosphate
detergent bans.

Like many other localities, Suffolk
County is running out of landfill
space and is atternpting to find so-
lutions to its solid waste disposal
problems. The Suffolk County town
of Islip made national news recent-
ly as a barge containing garbage
from the town made a trip up and
down the Fast Coast looking for an
appropriate landfill site.

Ken Lane, assistant director for
state government affairs for SPI, says
that Berkeley, Calif., also has pro-
posed a measure similar to the one
under discussion in Suffolk Coun-
ty. “We're traditionally opposed to
that type of measure,” says Lane,
who adds that food packaging is
only a small part of the entire waste
stream. “Suffolk’s ban won't do any-
thing to solve the landfill crisis.”
He suggests a total solid waste man-
agement program for the county that
would include recycling where it is
economically viable, incineration,
and composting. 0O

INAS warns against rigid biotechnology controls

The National Academy of Sciences
has issued a rare “white paper” on
the regulation of biotechnology
products, saying that rigid and strict
controls on all such products are
not justified. The report calls for a
regulatory classification system that
would reflect potential risk based
on the type of organism and its in-
tended use,

“Biotechnology is a key technol-
ogy in America’s future,” commented
Frank Press, NAS president, on re-
lease of the report. But with respect
to recombinant DNA organisms, “a
wide range of viewpoints has been
presented both in scientific publi.
cations and in the mass media.” Be-
cause of this, NAS set up a commit-
tee of biologists with a broad range
of experience in biotechnology to
explain the scientific position on
release of genetically engineered or-
ganisms into the environment,

NAS issued the report two and a
half weeks earlier than planned in
regponse to controversy surrourd-
ing the unauthorized release of ge-
netically altered bacteria into the
environment by a Montana scien-
tist {see following story).

Chaired by Arthur Kelman, head

of the department of plant patholo-
gy at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, the committee spent sev-
eral months interviewing ecologists,
molecular biologists, geneticists, and
applied biclogists on the environ-
mental release issue. The main con-
clusion is that “there is no evidence
that unique hazards exist either in
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AIDS Vaccine Is Being Slated for Tests

An experimental vaceine for acquired immune defi-
ciency syndreme hag gained Federal approval for hu-
man tests — the firgt such vaccine to be so approved in
the US. ’

Dr. Robert E. Windom, assistant secretary for
Health & Human Services, said last week that Food &
Drug Administration had issued a go-ahead, and that
Nationa] Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases is
heginning its tesis in valunteers.

Developed by s%i;%@gﬂgmc., a biopharmacen-
tical firm in We t1, Conn., the vaceine is made of

protein derived from the genetic material of the hu-

man immunodeficiency virus (BTV).

HIV attacks and destroys a particular group of cells
inthe immune system, fhus parmiiting normaliy treat-
alle infections to resuli in debilitating and life-threat-
ening ilinesses. More than 40,000 people in the US have

been diagnosed as having AIDS since 1981, ang nearly
60 pereent of them have died. 1t is estimated, however,
that more than 1 million pedpie in the US are infected.

“Preventing the spread of infection with HIV in the
tinited States and around the world is of paramotnt
importance,” Dr. Windom satd in heralding the clinical
study. “Although education i a pewerful public health
tool {or limiting transmission of AIDS, in order to hait
the glohal AIDS epidemic we must have an effective
vaccine.”

Dr. Anthony 8, Fauci, director of NIAID, said that
the study will be carried out at the clinical center
National Institute of Health, Bethesda, Md., by Dr. H.
Clifford Lane, deputy clinical director and a senior
investigator in NIATDYs laboratory of iinmunoregula-
tion.

The researchers will study the vaccine in 75 healthy

- 'dle VaGCi“e | Continued from Page 3

effective encugh fur general use.”

 Dr. Fauei emphasized that the study is de-
signed to assess the vaccine's safety and abil-
ity to produce an iinimune response, and to
determine proper dosage.

“The vaceine consists of purified protein
from TITV and not the virus itself,” Dr. Faucl
stregsed, “Therefore, no one can gel AIDS
from the vacecine, and we expect no adverse
effecis beyond thoge that sometimes occur
¢érom other immunizations, such as fome _red~
ness ang soreness at the site of the injection.

«at this stage,” Dr. Faucl poined oul, “we
are not attempling to determing whether the
vaceine can actually protect people from
HIV infectioi. .

He continues, "It we obtain good resuits
Erom this study, we will expand our vesearch.
Al this point, of course, it is too early to
predict whether this vaceine will vnderge
wide-spread efficacy trials, but we are guite
hopeful.

g’l‘his study is a natural outgrowih of the
overall goal of NIAID's laburatory of im-
munoregulation, which is to understand the
immunopathogenesis of AIDS,” Dr. Fau
added. “NIATD) scientists have been working
closely with scientists at MicroGeneSys in

developing the product and in assessing the
qubts of animat studies tsing the vaceine.”

Dr. Maleolm A. Martin, chief of the labora-
tory of molecular microbiclogy for NIAID,
furnished the company with an HIV clone
thal fie and his celleagues construcled from a
North American HIV isolate, NY5, and 8 Fu-
ropean isolale, LAV.

The vaccine was developed using tech-
niques stmilas to those employed in the man-
ufaciure of other, "recombinant” vaccines.

To make the vaccine, MicroGeneSys in-
serted the modified gene for the entire HIY
envelope precursor protein, gplél, inte the
genoime of 4 vaculoviras — one that infects
such insects as moths and butterflies. The
recombinanl virus is then prown in &n insept
cel} tissue culture sysiem, which produces
the gp160. .

Scientists from Oncogen, a division of Bris:
tol-Meyers Co., and George Washington Uni-
versity, have also applied for permission to
begin human festing of iheir proprietary
AIDS vaccines.

==

HIV-antibody negative homosexual males whose cur-
rent and recent sexual behavior may be regarded as
“low-risk.” Dr. Fauci explained that the volunteers
st have had ne possible exposure to HIV during the
previous three months and they maust agree to observe
“safe sexwval praciiees” while parficipating in the
stady.

FDA eommissioner Frank E. Young said that he was
pleased that the study was stariing. *“This is the first
vaccine to reach the stage where we can approve it for
studies in humans, and we are optimistic about this
approach.” He warned, however, that “the public
should realize that this is a first step — and many steps
are still fo be carried out before we have a vaccine,
whether jt is this one or another. thal is safe and

Cortinued on Page 25
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Garda heard his
biter had AIDS

A YOUNG garda broke down in tears in the witness box in the High Court yesterday as
he remembered watching a television programme and hearing that a prisoner who had

‘bitten him on the ear was an AIDS carrier.

_Later the garda was to learn that medical tests
showed he had a-hepatitis condition.

The President of the High Court, Mr. Justice
Hamilton, made an interim award of £75,000 under
the Garda Siochana Acts to the garda and adjourned

the matter for “further consideration” in - three .

yedrs. ‘ :
_The garda said that in February, 1985, he
arvested a man who bit him on the left ear.

“He began to shake his head like a mad dog with
my ear between his teeth, The driver of the patrol car
startéd pulling the prisoner by the legs.and I
managed Lo prise open his jaws to release my ear,” he
said, - o - ‘

The prisoner wis a well-known hepatitis carrier
and the garda said he got an injection of hepatitis
-vaccine. . .

Some.months later, said the garda, he was in his
parents’ home watching a television programme
“about AIDS carriers and a woman on the programime
said she was the mother of the prisoner who had
bitten his ear and that her son was an AIDS carrier.
.. “I.was shocked,” said the garda, who went for
blood tests and one showed his blood count was not
normal and he was then sent to Professor John F.
Fielding at Jervis Street Hospital. .

He was told his ‘liver was damaged. He was

‘monitored for AIDS antibodies and this monitoring
had gone on until recently and had proved negative.
. However, when hepatitis was discovered, he was
tpold to “back off” any relationship with the dpposite
'séx’ while undergoing tests and the medical people
had worn, protective clothing,

, He had lived a normal life before the incident but’

was now very concerned about the future.

He hoped it would not progress and get worse.
The disease did flictuate and his blood counts went
up and down. Sometimes he lost weight, as much as
114 stones,

He had been told that if he wanted insurance he
would be “loaded” like some car drivers. He was
hoping to buy a house within the next year but had
not got a mortgage yet.

Professor Fielding said the garda suffered from
a form.of viral hepatitis which did not usually
progress to cirrhosis. The best the garda could hope
for in the future was that he could continue to have
chronic persistent hepatitis.

He would remain relatively well rather than
unwell. At that level they advised people to abstain
from alcohol. The other level was that the disease

could progress to cirrhosis and then, depending on §

his life style, he coiild continue for another ten to
fifteen years. The garda would have to be monitored
for another two to three years,

Mr. Hugh O’Flaherty SC (instructed by Noel G.
Hughes and Ce.) said the possibility was that the

. disease was like a time bomb ticking away in the

background. .

 Mr. Justice Hamilton said this was a potentially
explosive problem. It must, however, be of great
relief to the garda that he was not suffering from
AIDS antibodies,

There was a real possibility the condition might
progress within the next two years from being
benign to being active which could lead to cirrhosis
and if this occurred he would have a working life of
about ten to fifteen years.

It was a case, said Mr. Justice Hamilton, where
he should make an interim award and the Minister
for Finance.-had consented.

Based on the fact that the garda's quality of life
had been affected, the condition he was suffering,
the mental trauma he was presently undergoing and
the risks inherent in his condition, he would make an
interim award of £75,000 and adjourn the matter for
three years.
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THE nicdia are puniing so
much emphasis on Alds it
is becoming more of an
ernbarrassment than the
education it should be,
Scarcely a day will pass
without a reference to
Aids In some newspapers.

.how we ko

The regular oiit shoug,
oo ielevision,  scrutinise
the issue at every eppor.
tunity, ‘then we bhave
fairly explicit sex advertis-
ing prriaicing to Aids,

By now the majority

“are ully awsre of * Alds

4 . .

and understand  the fac
iuwal  elemeals  of  the
above, Why rhen are the
established  facts  re-em-
phasised so vonsistently in
publie?

PATRICK C, JIENNESSY
Dun Lacghaire,

-n
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AN EXPERIMENTAL AIDS voccine given to six chimpenzees in
the United States prompted the animals to develop antibodies to!
the virus but failed to protect thems from infection. '

It did not .unfortunately,
protect the animals against
infection.” said Harold
MeClure, chief of pathology
and immunclogy at Emory
University's  Yerkes Primate
Centre in Atianta.

“And that's got to bhe the
bottom line as far as what
we're looking for is concerned:
A vaceine for this disease.”

MceClure questioned 23 deci-
§icin by Tederal officiuis to
hegin human tests of experi-
mental AIDS vaccines hefore
the prepsrations  had  been
thoroughiy tested with chim-
panzees, the only animals
- other titan hnans that have
been successfully infected with
the human AIDS virus.

"I don't understand why we
need to rush into humans
with a2 vaccine that either
does not. work with chimps or
flas not neen tested  with
chimps”, hc said. To justily
vaccinating humans, we should
hav information that that
vaccine is likely going te be
protective.”

The U.S., Food and Drugs
Administration last week
approved the first candidate
vaccine for human experi-

ments, which are expected to -

begin this Autumn.

The stated purpose of the
tests is to determine if candi-
date vaccines stimulate the

‘production of antibodies to the

disepse in humans

But MeClure said the sig-
nificant question is whether
these are the type of anti-
hodies that produce immunity
to¢ the discase.

Scientists frem Yerkes, the
centre for diseasse contrel. the
Southwest Foundation for Bio-
medical Research in San Anto-
nioc and Oncogen, a Seattle-
based biotechnology company,

described their experiments in |

& paper published this week
in the British scientific jour-
nal, Nature. |

it is the first scientific
account of an effort to immu-
nise chimpanzees to  the
human immunodefliciency virus
(HIV), which causes AIDS.

The six vaccinated chimps
were injected with the poten-
tial vaccine — a genetically
engineered form of vaccinia
virts vontaining a section of
genelic  material from the
AIDS virus.

Two weeks after receiving
the vaccinations, the chimpan-
zees were given “booster’ vac-
cinations of the same sub-
stance.

After and additional two
weeks, tests showed all had
low concentrations of anti-
boc(l]ies to HIV, the researchers
said.

l
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Euthanasia
‘threat’ to
AIDS victims

The legailisation of voluniary
cuthanasia could lead to a
form of war hetween AtDS |-
viclims and the rest of socl '
ety, a former president of the
Dritlsh ~ Medical  Association
said today.

8ir Jobn Peel, who was the
Queen’s obstetrician. is one of
the signatories of a report by

I Family and Youth Concerr: to |

3

J

the BMA working party zoh-
sidering euthanasta, It said
AIDS sufferers would be the
first to suffer from pressures
for voluntary euthsnasia,
The disease isolated its vie-
tims, its treatment was expen-
sive and sociaty was likely to
hecome {ncreasingly intolerant
of patients asg zntagonism
towards high-risk communtties,
homosexuals and drig abusers
increased. .
Those at fisk’ would cense to

“approach . the medical profes-

sion, feeling unwanted and
unioved. 1

“It would not he surprising |
i this led (o ‘Irresponsible |
behaviour upen the part of
sufferers — resulting in  the !
deliberate infection of othors,” |
said Sir John and the other |
signatories, Mr. Ambrose King |
a  leading venerealogist until |
his  rotirement, Dr. Staaley |
Elison, chairman, ang Mrs‘i
Vailerie Riches, setretary of ¢
Family and Youth Concern. |

uthanasia could also have |

s serious implications far family |

attifudes, “People who ars ill }
or ver¥ elderly can appear |
difficull or cantanke ous.
Inharitance and a wish o be :
fres - of responsinility  would |
undoubledly influende ‘some
relatives 1o pursuade the indj.
vidaal o choose eulhgnnsia‘
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NEW YORK'S most wanted bonk robber, who held up 31 Manhattan banks
by presenting cashiers with notes saying he was "dying of AIDS and had
nothing to lose”, has been arrested during another robbery.

@

Cyril Hodge (39), walked into a Citibank hranch,
on Madison Avenue just hefore noon yesterday. Hej
approached a cashier and said he had AIDS and
would not hesitate to choot unless the cashier!
nanded over some money. T

While waiking out of the pank, with $500 to!
$600, he was jumped on by the bank manager and!
the manager's assistant, who held him until thej
paiice arrived. S S

Hodge, who offered little
ppsictance. was the mest pro-.
lific robber, and had the long: ;
est pattern that that we've |
aver had here” said Capt,
patrick Harneut of e Fulice |
Department’s major case |
squad. Of the 42 bhank rob-i

herics, 11 weore unsuccessful.

Harnett said Hodge had nei-.
ted about $26.000 in midiown
and lower Manhaitan, and {hat
investigators had been search-
ing for him since February
20.

In most of the rohheries,
jotge would Lhand in a nole
shich  read: “I'm dving of
AIDS. Pve got nothing o’
{use.” 10 some cases he would
threaten to shoot the cashier.
In at least six robberies, Har-
netl said, Hodge displayed a
fake gun which he had on
him when arrested.

Hodge appeared not to be .
camera shy. Dis picture was |
recorded by securily’ cameras
in many ol the hanks he:
robbed, and excepl for sum-.
glasses and a hat, he did not
attempl o disguise himself.

The police said that Hodge
had a previous conviction for
a bank robbery in 1873 in
which & bLank guard was shot
and wounded. He served five
vears of a 15-year septence.

Palice  sajd  Hodges told
them after his arrest that he
was  spending £900 a day an '
injecting hmaell  with drugs.:
His blood will be tested to see
if it contained the AIDS virus, '

Hodge was charged with -
vgeveral counts of robbery in
‘the first degree', police said |
put they have not yet deter-|
cnined how many counts thaty
Vwill he. !

£y
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Patients
SAVe up
their own
blood

Eaily Mol Reporter
SURGICAL patients are being

nwvited (o give teir own blood
for o)eration ;

The, .schemgr means  (hey  wilj
avolld AIDS, RIS o allergie
reactions mdfreeaver mone drilekly,
The patisals are asked by provide
ihreequurlers of & pmit of blood
ench week in the itanth before they
KO into hnsﬁpllal. Helehios are then
tabelled and saoed 1n fridges,

The tecinigue 4
war aneditioe ey en revivied
oy Lhe Northe'in | 18] HMeaith
Authority in Sl Wil Cyne and
Wear,

used In pre

Arranged

Dortors hoge it wilt Drovide the
fealth service with bloot for aboyl
30 per cent of opErativns nrlanﬁgl‘d
in advanl:a_ind sicld extra s plles
of 1he cloting agent, ‘factor eight’,

Tonasultnnt n:gemawluglst Dr Leg-
H i Bk yusterdny.,  “Fhe
scheme has many oher benerits
apart froin avoilding AIDS, 11 15
something which has not hoen Lried
In recent tmes here Lecutise of the
Eﬂ‘i:iﬂu(‘:y of the Bied Transfusion

ery,
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Soviet AIDS order

The Sovict parliament deeresd :
compulsory AIDS test for Soviet ;

citizens and forefgners and set
jel terms for those who pass on
the discase,

[
{
|

v
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AIDS:
vaccine
‘years
away’

A PROMINENT  British
scientist toid  vesterdays
science conference in Belfast
that it is too soon to say i
a vaccine safe enough for
~widespread use can be de-
velopud te combat the AIDS
VITUS.

Dr, Michael Hall told the
annual conference of the
British Assoclation for the
Advancement of  Science
that the prospects for such a

vaccine *look some  wvears |

awav.'”

“In the meantime, man-
kind will have to learn to
live with herpes and AIDS
and hope that the sustaimed

campaign against anti-social |

hehavinur patterus, coupled
with education, preventative
measures  and
can contain the alarming in-

crease in new patients and |

carriers” Dr. Hall said.
But, Do, Tall, a researcher

with the Roche drug com-

pany  warned that the wul-
timate goal would be the

use of genetic engineering io |

cut out the AIDS  wvirus
from the human cells of in-
fected carviars: “If this ecver
proves possible, then the im-
plications will raise serious
cthical and mora! questions
perhaps  as

AlDs itsalf”

sMeanwhile the Sovier Par-
liament has decreed compul-
sory AIDS testing of Soviet
vitizens angd  toreigners and
ser jail terms — from five
Ly eight yesrs ~ for peupic
who knowlingly npass on rhe
Jeadly  virus,  Tass  pews
tpency said yesterday.

caunselling |

difficult  to |
answer as those rtelating to
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B !
Concert to |
fight Aids

The  Radiaters {ram  Space,
ete of the top punk bands of
the seventies. wili perform at
an Adde henefil coneert orga-
msed by Gay Heslth Action in
Dublin on September 134,

Gav Hcaith Action is plan-
Ging & major "Aid teo Fight
AIDS Week™ for next Janu-
Ay

F45 b TOIE ARG B T KA G A
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AIDS

tests
Ordemd

THE Soviet Unjono yesterday
ordered compulsory testing” of
uilizens and [oreigners suspected |
of ecarrying AIDS  (Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome)
and threatened up to eight years'
nprisonmant for knowungly
infecting someone else. ‘

The decrce by the Supreme
Soviet  (Parliament)  follows &
sicady increase in the number of
enses reported in the country.

“The citizens of the USSR, as
well a5 foreign  citizens  and
stateless persons living or staying
in the territory of the USSR, may
be bound to take a meadical test
er the ATDS virus,” the decrec
said.

Suspects who refuse to have a
test can be brought to clinics by |
hoeatth authorities aided by police,
dad ihe decree carried by the
Tass news agency. Foreigners can |
be expelled from the country if
they refuse to take the test, it

caid

“Deiiberate  exposure of an-
other persun to the danger of
being infected with AIDS shall be
punished with up to five years in
prison,” the decree warned. “The
infection of another person with
AlIDS b{' a person  aware  of
having AIDs shall be punished by
up o eight years ;m prison.” H

An official report last week suid
130 cascs of AIDS had been
confirmed in the Soviet Llning,

although only 19 were Soviel ‘

citizens. Three people have died
fram ATDS, ali ot them |

foreigners. — (AFP, UPI). ;
|
|
i

® An anonymous bomb threat
forced the cvacuation of an
ciementary school in  Arcadia, |
Florida, vyesterday as three'

.~ haemophiliac  brothers infected :
U with the AIDS virus arrived to:

begin school, After a 40-minute|’
search, classes were resumed. — b
A }":‘)

2 A

&

£
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Aids test |
for all
in Russia

Moscow {Reuter) — The Su-
peeme  Soviet, the country’s
Parliament, has decreed com-
pulsery Aids testing of Soviet
citizens and foreigners and set
jail terms for peuple who
knowingly pass on the deadly
virus, Tass said yesterday.

_ The decree said: “Soviet
citizens, as well as foreign
cilizens and statcless persons
living or staying on the terri-
tory of the Soviet Union, may
be hound to take a medical test

. for the Aids virus.”

These who dodged the test
could be brought to hospitals,
if necessary with the help of
the police, if there were
grounds for Dbelieving they
wese infected with Aids, the
decree said. Fareigners whe
dedged the test couid be
expeiled.
The decree ordered prison
terms of five yoais for people
who deliberately exposed oih-
ers to fhie risk of infection from
Aids ;and  eight--years for
people who passed on the
disease. Similar penalties
apply to people who Knowingly
transmit venereal diseases.
The Soviet Union at first
wented Alds as & problem of
the decademi West but has
vecenfly launched vesearch |
programaes inwe the disease. |
i The official media have also
started to give more factual
information about it

The exact number of Soviet
victims iz uncicar. in March,
Soviet dacter: said 32 cases
had been repistered, all but
twe of them affecting for-
eigners who were deported.
But in June, the press wrote
about a Soviet homosexual
who had returned from a
foreign trip with Aids and who
had unwittingly infected at
least six other people,

Academician Valentin Pok-
rovsky said then that although
the situation in the Soviet
Union, where homosexuality
is illegal, was not as bad as in
the West, the Aids problem
had taken 2 worrying turm,
Before yvesterday's annownce-
ment the media had been
wrging peopie to have vol-

untary tests.
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s Search fo

Aids and herpes g

r cure could use

‘super race’ techniques

While there was “very real |

The search for a cure for Aids,
herpes and other viral diseascs
could lead to genetic manip-
ulation of the type that sci-
entists  would employ to
produce a *‘super race” of
people, a drug company expert
lold the British Association
meeling in Belfast yesterday.

The goal of selecting and
removing  specific  human
genes linked to the diseases in
infected individuals would
raise serious ethical and moral
ques:ions “perhaps as difficult
o arswer as those relating to
Aids itself”, Dr Michael Hali
said,

“I would mecan that we
couldl manipulate at wiil (he
hunran genetic pool, produce
super races, modify ethnic
traits, excise socially un-
acceplable habits — in  fact
produce people to order.”

Although such advances
could help to eliminate some
inherited diseases, Dr Hall
added: "The potential for
abusc is real and there must be
many who hope that such
technologies are never devel-
oped.”

Dr Hall, head of the chemo-
therapy division of the Roche
Products pharmaceutical
company, at Welwyn Garden
City, Hertfordshire, was talk-

ing on the prospects for eff-
ective drugs against  Aids,
herpes and other discases
caused by viruses.

He said’ this “brave new
world” might never happen,
but it could result from the
rapid development of genetic
engingering lechniques. More
realistically, the advances
were likely to lead 10 more
effective drugs against Aids,

“Ten or |5 years ago, these
lechnigues were unavailable
and we would have been

Aids in the USSR..........0
Science report ..., 12

almost helpless in the face of
the advance of Aids, At least

we can now see and under- .

wtand the enemy as the first
step in ils defeat.”

Among the many thousands
of viruses which cause several
hundred human diseases the
Alds-causing human immun-
udeficiency virus (HIV) was
probably now the hest under-
stood only five years after it
was first identified, Dr Hall
said.

_ The catalyst for this “explo-
sive growth of knowledge”
was the sociological and eco-
nomic concern about the epi-
cemic spread of the disease.

“Advances in genetic en-
gineering had piven preater
insights into viral moiccular
bioiogy thaa could have been
imagined 10 years ago., The
result was that anti-viral drug
rescarch had been catapulted
froms “a relatively minor and
somewhat leisurely pursuit’,
to the top priority of many

drug companies and research

institutes around the world.
“In certain respecls progress
has been spectacular.”
However, the herpes and
Aids viruses wer¢ among the
most complex and  sophis-
ticated, posing huge problems
for drug development. They
were able 10 invade the body's
nervous system and lie doi-
mant for years if not for the
litetime of the infected in-
dividual. Both could hide
within human cells, inducing
disease from entrenched
positions, :

Drugs developed 1o treal
herpes in the past 10 years had
been unsuccessful either
because of their unexpected
toxicity or their lack of activ-
ity. In addition the arrival of
the Aids epidemic had di-
verted a very significant part
of the scientific effort away
fromn herpes drug develop-
ment, Dr Hall said.

hope™ of producing <drugs to
contral the symptoms of her-
pes and Aids infection by
preventing or depressing the
rate of virus multiplication in
the body, the latency of the
viruses was stil the biggest
problem, he said.

The search for a herpes
vaccine had failed in spite of
66 years of research. The Aids
virus was presenting ‘“un-
expecledly  difficult  prob-
lerns™. he said. “It is 100 soon
1o say if an HIV vaccine safe
enough for widespread use can
be developed but the pros-
pects look some years away.”

Meanwhile, mankind
wouid have to, Jearn 1o live
with aids and*herpes-in the
hape that public, education
anid  preveation” measures
would contain the “alarming
increase™ in new patients and
carriers,

In the case of Aids, drugs
now being developed wouFd
reduce the infectiousness of
those people with the disease
and hence its spread, “It is
hese that the efforts of chem-
ists are truly at the leading
edge in the battle for health,
not f'ust in Britain but in the
world as a whole”, Dr Hall
said.
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State Lawmakers Take Liead
In AIDS-Related Legislation

By Jor Davibsun

Aaff Reparter of THE WALL STRES T JOURNAL

WASHINGTON - While officlals 1 the
U, capilal wrestie with the question of
what to du abowt ALDS, most of the conerele
actlon on the issue has been laking place
elsewhere - in the 50 state capitais.

ADS-related bills are flooding state
legisiatures. During the height of the state
legislatve season, five to 10 AIDS-related
measures were being introduced every day,
according to Richard Merritt, director of
the Interzuvernmentai Health Policy Prof-
ect. All told, some 550 such measures have
been introduced in legistatures this year,

The largest proportion of those  bills,
dbout 0%, have to de with mandatery
testing, principally of marriage-license ap-
plicants, for AIDS, or acquired immune
deficiency syndrome. “Every state iegisla-
ture - if they haven't already - is going to be
fuced with a mandatory testing bill or a bii!
L0 prohibit mandatory testing or both,'* says
Woodrow Myers, Indiana's health commis-
sioner and prosident of the Assoclatlen of
State and Tereitorlal Health Officials. In
addition, however, lagislators ace grippling
with questions such as health-care costs,
confideniality and discrimination.

The «uestion of whese righis to smpha-
ine has been central to the AIDS debale in
ste copitals just as il has b2en in
Washingion. It focuses on the age-old
political problem of “'the rights of soclely
versus he rights of individuals,’ says
Plilip Lee, director of the Institule for
Health Palicy Swudies at the University nf
Calliornia, San Francisce, Dr. Lee Says the
“ideological debate has conteibuted to the
flued of state AIDS bills, with the political
right wiag a main source of legislation.
Greater Nutnber of People

In seme ways, the AIDS debate has
turned conventlonal politieal debate an its
head. On mast issues, the political right

i Jistotically has tended to emphasize indi-

Poidual rights; in this one, though, many'

nservillives are pushing measures that
ey argue will protect the great number of

?people who aren't infected.

# So fur, complains State Rep. Penny
Pullen, a conservative Republican Illingis
legislater, public health officlals have
placed ‘the right of individual protection
above rights of the public to be protected
and remain uninfected.” Rep. Pullen, who
recently was appointed (o Prestden) Ronald
Feagans natlonal commission o AIDS,
was a b2y fgwre in the Tlinols le ture's
dpproval of a controversial “public protec-
toh package” of AIDS-related measurns.,
Gov. James Thompson is sxpecled to act on
the bills next montl.

Arong other things, the measures re-
suire AIDS tesung of prison  dwnates,
convietad prostitutes, other sex olfenders,
ttraveiious drug users and certain hospital
patients. Public-heulth authorities nuist
netify schoot officials when stidents tost
pusitive for AIDS, and corpses of ALDS
vletims must be so labeled.

One particularly controversial bill mun-
cates contaet traelng - the tracking of inti-
rate partners of those who test potitive fop
AIDS. Bernard Turnock, the state director
of public health, initlally opposed che
taeasure. Bul while the lssue wus being
celiberated, Republican members of the
stale Senate served notlce thal i he “did aot
chunge hls stance tagainsl) contact traciag,
e would nat be reconfirmed,” says Tiom
Senater. @ spokesman for the Ilincis
Department of Public Health. Afler reach-
Ing & .ompronuse with [l Republican
leaders, the direclor was reconfirmed.

“The kind of bills that have been passed
in [ltnois really rans counter to the general
consensus 3o far in the states, that voluntury
caoperalion is really the way to go,” says
M. Merritt, whose henlta project at George
Washington University studies trends In
slale health policies,

Few siate mandatery-lesting proposais
have becomt law becalse mosl publie
health cificials don't think broad testing Is
cost-effeclive, A positive AIDS test dovsn't
mean that the patient nas the disease. It
does indicate that he or she has been
infected by the virus and can pass 1t to
others, .

Mr. Merritt says 74 premarital-testing
bills were introduced In 35 legislalures
this year, So far, however, cilly Louisiana,
lllinois and Texas have passed biils requir.
ing testlng of rnarriage-license #pplicants,
and only Louisluna's hus been signed into
law. The Texas legislation wouldn't take
effect untl] indications of the disease b the
slate have Jumped subsiantizlly, bul the
Illinols and Louisiana statntes tnke pffecl
regardless of the inctdence of AIDS.

While testing and contact-tracing have
been big issues this year, future legisiative
sessions are expected to come to grips with
financing the AIDS Bght and even Ihe
question of quarantine. M. Roy Schwarz, an
assislant executive vice president of the
Ameriean Medical Assuciation, thinks that
“sanclions agaiist thos: who {lest positive}
but refuse lo behave thernselves” are a real
possibtlity.

Dividing Up the Public Cost

Still unanswered 15 who wilt pay the
AIDS hill. With budget aosterity the wateh-
word in Washington, “clearly this is sore-
thing that has to be done in partership by
the Tederal government, stales, localilles,
the private sector,” Williium Roper, head of
the federal Health Cave Financing Adinis-
fration, suid recently an a television news
interview program, “LEverybody has to deal
with this monumendtal problen.”

But dividing up the burden algo is
difficuit.

Medicald, the federal-state health pre-
gram for poor people, hasn' yet beea
severely hit by AIDS cosls. Nonetheless, the
states, which pay lalf the Medicaid bill, are
preparing for au incrensed burden, All but
nine slates huve decided to allow Medicaid
coverage of Lhe estimated $10,000 yearly
per-patient eost of & drug that may prolong
the life of AIDS patients. And “all the states
are going to be hit hard eventuilly on the
question of who s poing ¢ pay when the
private sector and Mediead doesn',” pre-
dicts Dr. Myers, aize 2
president's AIDS sown I

Already, funding on A has Jumnped as
awareness - and fear - bave Ingrossed. Duy

Ing the past threg vears, wial siute expandi- |

tures for AIDS-relaled activities rose inore
than threefold, to $32.7 million from $ei
milllen. aceording t wi ttergoverumental
Health Policy Eroject report. State spentl-
ing hasw't been direcly related to the
number of AIDY cases, Wew Jfersey spencs
mere than the combined expenditures of
Florida and Texas, yel hits fewer cages than
elther. And California speods almosl, twice
what New York does, dospite having fewer
lotal cases.

Despite the diffeving lavels of spending in
the states and the vitrlety of wiproaches w
the problem, paliticians and public nealll;
officials agree with Winois's Rey, Fullen,
who says: “The states hove a heavy
responsibillity, becuuse 1, 13 generally in the
slates where the public-health DOWEr re-
sides,"

S




