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Dby

4 rofher extrovagant clalm, yau'd be forgiven for Hinking.

But hoving Fun hos bacome a setious business 10 the last
yaor of so. And AIDS is the culprit

In New Yok, its chreocy the higgest iller of women aged

botween 25 ond 35, .
dnd in Biituin, it now claims ane life ench day, By 1991, BMA

figures suggest that up fa 100,000 peopla may hova the virus.

Heterasauals ond homosexucls alike,
~ hnd given the spoed with which tha virus s changing, the
changes ot finding an effactiva cura are remote.

* iowaver blezk tha outloak, it 1s possibte to-umd opoinsi I

ising a condom will great! ducz e @ of consrocting
MDS, as welt as cervical concer gnd othar seflly hansmitled
disgasas, OF that, there's no dov -

Henco the recant appamanca of Males Hitheare on tha
condom markat. :

Mates ara mada by ono of the Warld's leodmoaufadurers.

Tha range includes Natural Mates, Ribbed #s end Coloured
Mates. All of which cany the offical BS! Kite-

They're just os ralichle and sansitive as off condoms, Bul
they cost less, E

So they'ra sasieron the potkat too. We'lbaen joined in

b

tha prataction business by pubs, nawsagents, dubs, secoid shaps,
gorages, chartists and suparmarkets. Thonks ta them, Mates are
T moro widsly available. | .

What's more, though they cost lass then other bronds, Mates
Heakheara Led, should still make o heclthy profit.

That profit will chially be used far education programmas in
*Scfar Sex’ for the young,

Wa clso plan to give money fo hospices and counselling
services for thosa dying of the diseose.

M In oll, Ifs our avowed aim fa halp stop the spreed of
DS, Sa spread tha word,

MATES. YOU MAKE LOYE. THEY MAKE SENSE,
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'BMA view on doctors with Aids

Fromi.the Chairman of Council.of

_the British Medical-Association: "~
Sir, As your leader, *Confidential...

--Aids”. (November 11}/ points-out,

- doctorsare entitled 1o patients’”
‘rights 1o’ confidentiality of con-
dition-and treatment when they -
themselves are patients. :

.- Like" other- patients, once a
r.doctor is diagnosed -as’ﬁcmg HIV

“positive counselling and adyvice

.about the virus will be given. The
“individual will then learn exactly.
?:;?ﬁw to ‘modify his or her pro-
Hfessional lifestyle so that patients

“¢dn:-be.safeguarded. The advice -.

from other doctors-who

A

Xpert-knowledge about
Arapsmission: iy

~- Befole’ there *was! & jours* 10
jsyrhihs; “another sexuglly "frans-
“mitted disease, there were doctors
who, were viotims. ;We knew- how:
-that disease was fransniitied and
could-ensure that patients' were -
not put 4t risk. Today we know_ ;..
how the Aids virus is transmitted.” "

"~ -8ir Gerard
“would not

*come -sufferers .of this_disease,;
‘know that they. must seek advice.
5+ Witch--hunts, which destroy the
A harm. They stop people coming ™

There are other forms of medi-
cal practice where this kind of
contact does not occur and where
the doctors can take adequate

-precautions to ensure that it does

not_occur. For them it will be
perfectly possible to continue 10
treat patients. - _

‘Vaughan,  whose '
in_your leader, |
in any sort of danger
from having his wound dressed by
a doctor, or a nurse or dentist for, |
that matter, who was HIV positive
unless the doctor had a_cut that |
could bleed into the wound.; - "o
' Doctors; -like "thers 'who be-"]
f

fears are quoted

ethic. of ‘confidentiality do’ great |

foryard for the treatment they. 80+
urgently need and the risks of'the ...
disease - spreading will be mag- -
nified. Doctors know full well’
what their moral obligations are to, |
their patients and what they must

. The BMA ‘believes that- there E%;;;do. ifthere is any likelihood af
may be cases where. doctors who' .J’-gatie‘nts, l__)em% put at risk.. 50
have the virus should not con-. “Yours faithfully, =
-tinug in their particular speciality; - JOHUNMARKS, /.-

and that retraining, replacement
or compensation to leave the NHS
may be appropriate; for instance,
where there is a danger of “blood-
to-blood” contact with patients.: <

Chairman of Council, -
British Medical Association,
BMA House, - .
Tavistock Square, WC1,
November 11.- . ... .
Tt - '7‘74-,—.'_.'—'-4-—‘
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Independent

20 condom brands
- fail test for satety

'ATEST of condoms organised by
London local authorities has
found that only five brands cut of
25 met the requirements of Brit-
ish Standards. - . oo

John MacDonald, seé;efgty of’

the Association of London Au-
thorities, said: *Our findings-are
extremely . worrying. - Poor.:stan-

dards for condoms undermine -
the - whole gqvemn_‘lwent,v;g{k_ids.;'

- campaign.”

- London nuthorlties areialdhg‘-
legal action against the retailers-.
- of three brands, Stopex, Bio-plis-

and Duet Supersafe. In the case
of Stopex, sold in Haringey, 73
| per cent of those tested either
burst or were found fo have heles.

Furthermore, 60 per cent of

| Stopex condoms were found to be
too NArrow. :
Bio-plus, sold in Barking and

Dagenham, ‘falled the strength

test and one in 10 was found to -

have holes, Duet: Supersafe, sold

| in Greenwich, had holes in 19 out,
of 100 tested. - -
A farther four brands, Bare-

| back, Siltex, Aegls Fruit Flavour
and Rib Dot Delay failed becaunse

they burst v_vhen filled with water,

By Simbon Midgley
- Education Reporter

or had more than the,‘al_ldwe_d

number of holes, : S '

Trevor Davis, the. consumer

services officer of the Association -
.of London Authorities, said: “The
retailers are being sued under the -
Trade - Descriptions Act - which .
- says that an article must be suii, -
. ‘able for the purpose for which:it.

issold. .

" “The Consumer Prot'ectié‘nr Act.
1987 provides no standard o pre- -~

vent the sale of faulty condoms, It
leaves the courts to define what is
nieant by safe goods. We want
standards to define quality,” -
‘Durex, which has 95 per cent of
the market, conformed to British

‘Standards, Durex Gold, for ex-

ample, had only twe condoms out

of a hundred with holes — up to -

three with holes are allowed. Life-

stylés Extra, another nationally- -

marketed brand made by an
American company, was .not
found to have any holes but was

too thick to conform to the Brit-

ish Standard for sensitivity,
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‘Condom demand boosts LIG

BY DAVID WALLER

BUOYANT SALES of condoms
helped London International
Group, consumer products. and
services group, achieve 3 23 per
cent increase in pre-tax profits to

£16m for the six months o the. -B
: * fine china co

end of September. R
- Condoms siill represent the
only recommended formt of pro-
tection against Aids and LIG sells
over 500m each year, principally
under the Durex brand name.
Worldwide demand from con-
sumers is growing at 20 per cent
a year - and at a higher rate
from retailers who are keen- to
stock the product as it becomes
more respectable,

Such favourable market condi-
tions helped LIG’s health and
personal products division
increase its trading profits by 36
per cent to £8.6m, on sales up by
just 16 per cent in sterling terms.
Fear of Aids has also stimulated
sales of surgical rubber gloves.

The home products and ser-
vices division mustered profits of
£7.8m (86.7m), despite a lower

(con'tri_bution from Lbu-sinesses
“divested during the’ first half.

Operating profits from the core
photographic and electrical busi-
nesses rose by 22 per cent.
Royal Worcester Spode, the
m\Eany, fell into the
red. Mr Alan Woitz, LiG's chair-
iman and chief executive, blamed
the £0.4m loss {£0.2m profit) on
geasonal factors and predicted
that it would make a profit in
the full year.
Earnings per share rose by 24
er cenl to 7.02p, and the
interim dividend was increased
by 17 per cent to 2.05p. The
results included no contribution
from HATU-ICO, ltaly's leading
condom manufacturer, which
LIG bought for 1L103bn (847m)
in Septernber.

o comment

1t is easy to dismiss the threat
to LIG's 98 per cent share of the
UK condom market posed by
Mates, a new condem taunched

this week by Mr Richard Bran-
gon, the pop entrepreneur. More
publicity can only increase the
rate of growth in a market

aiready expanding rapidly on
fears of Aids and a £20m govern- !

ment education programme - and

in any case, sales of condoms in -

the UK account for only -5 per
cent of total group turnover, so
the impact on LIG’s profits will
be strictly limited. The company
must be seen as a natural defen-
siva slock, with sales ‘of high-
margin condoms rising year-in
year-out. until a betier way of
preventing Aids is discovered.
The HATU-ICO acquisition
seems in retrospect both well-ex-
ecuted and well-financed - with
an lssue of convertible luro-

bonds on which LIG pays only a .

4l per cent coupon. Non-con-
dom businesses are doing well,
with the exception of Royal
Worcester, and the group ig an
course for £34m in the full year.
This puts the shares on a pro-
spective p/e of 14. .
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- LETTERS

The Church, morality and honiosexuality

Dear Sir, . -
Your second leader today tells us
 that the beliefs of the Church of
England about the moral status.of
homosexual acts “are not biblical
if ‘biblical’ means that there’is a
definitive and unambiguous inter-
pretation of scripture sufficient to
solve every moral dilemma”, But-
why should “biblical” mean that?
When you say that aduitery and
fornication “dre the biblical terms
for what is involved in the divorce
and remarriage of clergy” you are
surely recognizing that the Bible
is unambiguous on some matters,
I would like to ask then what
your grounds are for supposing
that the Bible is not unambiguous

in its condemnation of homosex-

ual practices. The Church of En-

gland has always recognized the -

Scriptures as the final court of
doctrinal appeal and as the source
of doctrinal authority; if it is the
cas¢ that the Bible unambigu-
ously condemns homosexual ac-
tivity the Bishops have no author-
ity to condone it,

“But even the most promiscu-
ous homosexual is not lightly to
-be judged a greater sinner than
those who would persecute him,”
you say. Are you assuming that
promiscuous homosexuality is a
worse sin than steady homosex-
uality? This argument is not really
about degrees of sinfulness; nor is
it clear why the exclusion of an

unrepentant sinner from the
priestly office counts as persecu-
tion. And where is the light judge-
ment? The real question is
whether the open avowal of prac-
tices always regarded as sinful by
the-universal church ought to be
tolerated in the priesthood?

I thought “Church, morality
and sex” was intelligent enough
about the possible place of the
Church of England in our world
to make the questions worth ask-
ing.

Yours faithfully,

IAN ROBINSON
Doncaster, South Yorkshire
9 November .

Dear Sir,
I would like to congratulate who-
ever wrote the leading article to-
day on Church, morality and sex,
It is without question one of the
most reasoned and - thoughtful
cthical statements that 1 have
ever scen in a newspaper. I say
this as one who hay lectured in
ethics in two theological colleges
gand still do in one) and who was
or several years on {3eneral Sy-
naod, its Standing Committee and
Board for Social Responsibility,
The Rev. Tony Higton's motion
had two grave defects: .
1. He cloaks what js intended to
be an attack upon homosexuals,
as is clear from his statements to
the Press and on television, with

what appears to be an attack on
fornication and adultery but does
he realise that by Christ'’s own
words every person who marries
after divorce commits adultery,
and that many in General Synod
have for.years been trylng to find
a means by which the Church can
re-marry after divorce? He also
seems to be unaware that the
comparatively few statements in
the New Testament about homo-
sexuality are clearly intended not
for the genuinely orientated ho-
mosexual of today but the per-
verted heterosexual ajl too com-
mon in the decadent life of that
periad of the Roman Empire. -
2. He speaks of all priests having
to conform to “exemplary moral
standards” under threat of non-
appointment or dismissal but
there are Seven Deadly Sins of
which lust is only one — how are
the clergy to be examined for
pride, envy, covetousness, anger,
sloth and gluttony — therc ave
few of us who could be declared
exemplary in everyone of these!
As you rightly say true morality
does not make indiscriminate
judgements on groups but on in-
dividual accountability — so may
it always be if religious intoler-
ance is not to rear its ugly head.
Yours faithfully,
Canon DOUGLAS A. RHYMES
Fontwell, West Sussex
$ November
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Wellcome coy
on AIDS drug

THE wumber of diagnosed
AIDS cases in tha world is
only the tip of the icebary,
says Alfred Shepperd, chair-
man of Wellcome.

But the iceberg that will
eventually be Wellcomse's prof-
its from thelr new AIDS drug,
Retrovir, has not yet broken
‘surfaco.

Retrovir is not a cure for
AIDS, szay Wellcome. It is a
traatment, Nommally, 50pe of
victims die within a year of
being dingnosed. Of those
traated with Ratrovir, S0pc
wure alive after a yoar. AHfred
Sheppord says Retrovir has no
competitor in the worid. He

will give no view of future
Retrovir profits.

Markets analysts’ guessti-
mates go from £300m to £2bn
a year,

But the thought was enough,
to advance Wellcoma's shares’
45p to 349p yesterday when
the company announced profits
for the year 35pc better at
£168m.

A large slice of the improve-
ment comes from the £160m
sales of Zovirax, the treatment
for herpes and Waealcome's
top-selling medicine.

Final dividend is 2p making
2.81p against 1.32p the year

before. KENNETH ALLEM
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on DS

" FURTHER -to - a -tecent
Ek:port that the Departiient
d¢ Health, is conducting . .
AIDS - Education Campaign- -
in secondary schools, the
Congress of Catholic, Ses:
Endary - Sehool. . - Parent, .
A ssociations jssued ‘a press o

statement expressing’ -out.,

fage that such-a programing i
chould be initiated without i
any.. prier cosultation. -with
parents. ’ o )
" Parents have gontinuously . .
bypressod  their. Jinterest- in -
health, human relationships
and . e aducation  pro:
rammes’; Jin ‘second-level
but have never
Been’.. - ronsulted . by the-
Pepartment. of Health. or
]jc;‘.ducfrtion;--' whien - set - up
pommittees -which ignored
farents. )

. i gl last,. the CEPA
ssuad a st_atement,from the
European parents’ Agsocia
rion, . 1o all . the national
powspapers: RTE and the
Department of Fducation,
HED and ASTI on the sub-
jeet  of 2 ATDS education.
This > appears 10, have bheen
ignGred vy all concerned. !
S (Ms) MARY O'CARROLL
P.RO. C.5.A.

Fagle Lodgé,
ﬁtnn‘ventﬁ—ﬂoad. By
Rostommon. o
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AIDS s either
poing to wipe out the
world or it is not,
Sodom and
Gomorrah may and
may not have had
their day. Time will
tell.

But I can tel you, with
no fear of being turned
into a pillar of salt, that
I'm bloody fed up with
programnes on AIDS.

Television s00ms
determined (as are some
other media) to do AIDS
to the death. Likely, all
this exposure is being
encouraged y
governmenial and inter-
governmenial  influences;
they can't stop ATDS, and
they won't try to do the
elementary  things that
might heit it, like locking
oll the drug addicts who
spread most of it away
somewhere, which would
have the dual benefit of
cutting down on their
legion of crimes as well,

And they cannot, since
no one in history has cver
succeeded  either, stop
people enjoying sex: sin
wins every time.

Sure, I'm sympathetic
and sure, [ hope someone
dous produce a cure, But
meantime, I'm nlso
sympathetie to the
milliens  of sufferers of
other mass killing discases
that peeple just cannot
avold  and  which need
publicity too,

What is it about AIDS:
could it be the number of
Stars  who've had it?
Because it is attracting far
more media time than any
other diseuse,

Yes, we must  have
vempassion; I don't care a
hoot abaut the righteous
who cry it is u punishment
or retribution for it is no
more than syphilis,
gonorrhea or VD and no

Charles
Fitzgerald

Why so much

about AIDS on
our telly?-

more a retribution than
the man who has u fata}
heart attack in the middle
«of sexual intercourse,

Marathon

But there is yet another
programme in the Living
With Aids marathon on
RBC2 toming our way.,
But relax; it is not unfil
next Friday and maybe, if
the BBC powers that be
read this and teke a bit of
advice, they might just
cancel it, But alas, I doubt
it, no matter how many
miilions of us are likely to
switch off, .

I just thought ¥ et you °

know about it in advance

80 you can. plan a trip to.

outer Mongolia or
somewhere, where AIDS
does not intrude {or has
not reached us yet),

Such = minority-interest
viewing be]nngs at best, in
educational viewing time,
or else in the O
University: it is a boring,
annaying

switch-over

. billed as ‘a wild and adult

intrusion inte my prime
viewing time,

® That's if there wag
something to switch-over
to: BBCI has a film that is

comedy’ which, in my
experience, is usually &
come-on for  dullness
{National Lampoon's
Vaecation), while has
more, even more boring
Woody Allen {9.50pm).

Why Jimmy Ellis would
once ruther have been a
zoo-keeper when he is one
of our finest actors beats
me but apparently, that's

ghut helf: Hbeeu ( IEellllin’g
erry & ally’s
People, l}'i:V.10.35pm).

Gerry also has the anti-
hunt mob along but since
the programme comes
from the Mourne
Mountaing, there is not
much chance of them
finding a good hunt to
disrupt down there. Tally
He... Gone Away !

® The rest of tonight is

the usual dull crop of

second rate sit-coms, apart .
from BBCls late look at

Level 42 (11,55pm), BUT

there is gem of a film for

steamn engine fans on the

famed scenic Fort Wiiliam

to mallaig section of the

Highland Line (BBCZ,

8pm). Racing fans have the

best of it this aftemnoon -
with some great prospects

at  Cheltenham - (BBC2,

2.20pm).

James Ellis Is Gerry Kelly's guest In tonight's Kelly's People . .. On Tour.
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| Services for AIDS
B : ¢
' patients ‘needed’
1

The - psychological aspects and
the issues involved in counsclling
those with AIDS and in training
staff have, to date, been largely
fgnored’ in Ireland, the annual
conference of the Psychological
Society of Ireland was told in
Ballina, Co Mayo, yesterday. A
psychologist, Ms Patricia Redlich,
Dublin, said as our AIDS popula-
tion . increases, the need for
counselling services, support
groups and the training of staff
becomes increasingly urgent.

A British AIDS counsellor, Mr
Ray Lightbrown, said that if HIV
positive people felt good abont
themselves, recognise their own
self-importance to love, trust and
-respect themselves, then they could
not become ill. ““This psychological
| strength will fend off illness,”” he
i said. .
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Church of England
Sin is a complex
business

HE CHURCH of England is against ho-

mosexual practices, but not very much.

The general synod, the Church’s parlia-
ment, with homosexual clergy in mind, this
week decided thar homosexual acts, unlike
fornication and adultery, are not a sin: chey
merely “fall short of the ideal” that “sexual
intercourse is an act of total commitment
which belongs properly within a permanent
martied relationship”.

A parish priest, the Reverend Tony
Higton, had tried ro persuade the synod to
accept a motion that fornication, adultery
and homosexual acts are “sinful in all cir-
cumstances”. The church has always previ-
ously thought so. He felt it should say so
now, because the Lesbian and Gay Christian

Movement is increasingly active in present- -

ing the alternative view that the church
should “officially recognise the permissibil-
ity and value of permanent monogamous
homosexual relationships”. Anglican priests
from the gay movement were busily distrib-
uting their literature in the galleries of
Church House Westminster during the cru-
cial meeting of the synod.

‘But the bishops were apainst Mr
Higton—in particular the Archbishop of
Canterbury. The Bishop of Chester put for-
ward a compromise motion substituting
“falling short of the ideal” for “sin”, and
proposing that even this mild reproof
should refer only to homosexual “genital”
acts, thus exonerating other forms of homo-
sexual embrace. The bishop argued that the
Greek of the New Testatament justified the
restatement of Anglican doctrine to express
“love, sadness, sensitivicy and understand-
ing" towards homosexuals,

26

e

The' Archbishop of Canterbury went
further. Admitting chat homosexual acts are
condemned in the biblical and Christian tra- |
dition, he argued that the church should not
condemn disciplined and responsible homo- !
sexuals . Me declared “in the face of much |
cruel prejudice, 1 want to insist that o be
homostxual by nature is to be a full human

who is blesse, .
20 For this cause God gave them up
.unlo vite affections: for even their
wommen did chenge the natural use
into that which is against nalure:
.27 And likewise also the men, loav-
ing the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust one toward an-
other; men with men working that
which is unseemly, and receiving in
themnsslves that recompence of their
T Which WoS meche e, o .,

St Paul knew what he thought

being’’. He said that the bishops were giving
particular thought to homosexual clergy,
and warned the synod of the danger of driv-
ing them out of the church.

The synod nonetheless strengthened
the Bishop of Chester’s motion, by declaring
that the homosexual acts it specified should
earn the same “call to repentance and exer-
cise of compassion” as, it agreed, should be
appiied to fornication and adultery. But two
of the three “houses” of the synod, clergy
and bishops, turned down a preposal, ac-
cepted-by the laity, that “appropriate disci-
pline among the clergy should be exercised
in cases of sexual immerality”. The compto-
mise merely “calls” on them to be exemplary
in all spheres of morality.

The Archbishop of Canterbury was not
expected to offer a clear, simple moral line.
To him, “‘so serious a matter” as homosex-
uality *ought not to be dealt with by a single
word”. But simplicity may be just what his
flock seeks and needs.
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Reassurance on doctors with Aids

From the Chiel Medical Officer.
Department of Health and Social
Security

8ir. Your first leader of November
Il discusses the guestion whether
a patient should have the right to
be informed that his general
practitioner is himsell an Aids
patient, The Law Report in the
same issue includes a summary of
Mr Justice Rose’s judgement in
the case {entitled X v ¥ and
- Another) which prempled  the
leader,

Regrettably neither the leader
nor the report mentions two
highly relevant points which the
judge thade, on¢ about the im-

ortance of confidential counsel-
ing of any persons infected with
HIV, including Aids paticnts, as a
means of controlling the spread of
Aids, and the othier about the
si%niﬁcance of confidential coun-
selling in the case of patients who
arc themselves doclors.

As to the first, the judge held
that the preservation of con-
fidentiality in respect of the
medical records of Aids patients
was of paramount importance,
and he gave an entirely practical
reason’ — namely that if such
confidentiality were breached, or
people who niight be infected had
reason 1o fear that it would be,
they would be reluctant to come
forward for counselling {*the most

important treatment foday™).and
the public would be likely to suffer
fromt an increase in the spread of -
the discase,

Regarding the second. the two
practitioners in the case (who
were, as 4 result of the injunction.
not identificd) were found by the
judge to have sought confidential
counselling and 1o have been
effectively counselled, so that *“the
very small theoretical risk that
they might infect-a patient. . . was,
in practice, removed by coun-
selling”, Thus the doclors who
were the subject of the case were
nor a risk 1o their patients.

Admittedly somé doctors, for
examplé (hose who carry oul
certain ypes of surgical proce-
dures, could preseit a theoretical
risk 10 their patients if they were
deterred from coming forward for
confidential counselling; but that
is why the preservation  of
confidentiality in the casc of a
doctor is as importanl. so far as
the public is concerned, as in (he
case of any other patient.

Yours sincerely,

DONALD ACHESON,

Chiel Medical Officer.,
Bepartment of Health and Social
Seeurity,

Alexander Fleming House,
Elephant & Castle, SEL.
November 13,
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‘Secrecy on
Aids vital,
House told

By Martin Fletcher
Political Reporter

Doctors carrying the Aids
virus must be promised total
confidentiality, a minister told
the Commons yesterday.
: Mr Antony Newton, Min-
" ister for Heaith, said: “1f confi-
| dentiality 18 in question
. pcople who might otherwise
! be at risk will be less inclined
to come forward
There was no evidence of
any patient having been in-
fected with the Aids virus

through his doctor, he said in
response to a condemnation

by Mr Robin Cook, the

shadow Health Secretary, of |

i “a sensational campaign by

' the tabloids to publish the

" names of doctors™.

| However, some Tory back-
| benchers led by Sir Gerard
. Vaughan, the former health
| minister, believe patients.

"1 must be told if their doctors |

! are carrying the virus.’

£10m Aids trust, page 2

|
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Clifford Longley

Homosexuality: The question
the synod never really heard

Surveying a display of press reports of
the gencral synod’s great scx debate next!
day, a member of the synod was head to
remark that she could hardly beiieve-all
the journalists had been present at the
same occasion,
. The Today newspaper remarked in an
editorial that “where exactly the church
stands on sex its members will now have
to work out for themselves”, which
could have been as much a comment on
the press coverage last Thursday as on
the result of the debate on Wednesday.
| Tedar thought it was “Still Godly 1o be
Gay” but reported “the church did say
gay sex was sinful,”

The Mirror, on the other hand,
reported: “Gay priests are not sinners,
says church”. The Dajly Express
thought the synod “had rejected a plea
to condemn gay relations and pre-
marital séx”, while The Daily Mail said
the church had “ruled that homosexual-
ity is sinful”, The Sun's “Pulpit Poofs
can Stay™ was in a class of its own.

All this confission was surely the fault
of the general synod itself rather than
the journalists, however. With no press
reports yet written, both sides claimed
that the result of the debate was in their
favour that same aflernoon. The
explanation is that the resolution they
eventually carried was devised by the
House of Bishops as a formuia as many
as possible could vote for,

The Church of England is assumed
from outside, by no means just by the
press, 1o be a body which possesses d
| magisterium, or  official teaching
authority, which is capable of giving a
simple answer to yes/no questions.
Paradoxically this is not the nature of
Anglicanism, vet the church does
sometimes promote that image by its
actions, -

. In particular the general synod itself is
in thrall to a parliamentary style of
proceedings, which progresses by
putling propositions to an Aye or No

vote: and the largest vote wins, Some
attention to nuances is possible by the
crude mechanism of amendments, but
they are invariably drafied before the
debate starts, and there is no other
method for tailoring what is to be said o
what members of the synod want {0 say.

But when that decision-making
straight-jacket is applied to inherently
complex issues of moral theology, the

.church’s difficulties are further com-
“pounded by the lack of a common

theological language and method.

The key resotution the synod debated
began by setting up an “ideal™: sexual
intercourse was an “*act of total commit-
ment which belongs properly within a
permanent marriage relationship”. The
preamble was a questionable theology
of marriage, in fact, as it is the entering
of a permanent marriage relationship
which is the *“act of total commitment”,
not sexual intercourse itself.

It then described two classes of
conduct as “‘sins against this ideal™,
which is at best a loose figure of speech.
Al worst it is logical nonsense: {o sin is
1o break a binding moral rule or law —
$0 one may speak of a sin against a rule;
or onc may speak of sinning against
somcene who is thereby hurt or
offended, God or man.

The concept of sinning against an
ideal is quite different: one cannot
apologise to an ideal. So it is not what is
usually meant by a sin. In practice it was
a hostage to fortune for which ransom
had 10 be paid in the media next day: it
gave the headline writers a three-letter
word that everyone thinks they under-
stand, but in a quite different sense.

A third class of conduct was then
introduced, homosexual genital acts,
which were described as “also” falling
short of this ideal, though without the
word sin, But the onty etflical judgment
contained in all of that so far is the word
“properly” in the ideal-defining pre-
ambie. The rest is tautology: adultery,

fornication, and homosexual genilal
acts, whatever they are, are by the very
definition of their mfeaning as words,

not performed “within a permanent

marriage relationship™,

However, the synod accepted an
additional qualifying formula, to the
effect 1that these various acts which fell
short of, or sinned against, the ideal,
should be **met by" a call to repentance,
It means the church should invite those
who have acted outside the arca
described as *the ideal” to recognize
that they have done so, and as a result be
SOITY.

To be sorry that one has “fallen short
of an ideal” is good enough spiritual
advice, but into that category must fall
cveryone and everything. This did
indeed fit the synod’s mood — that it too
was full of sinners who must cast no first
stones — but it destroved any qualitative
distinction,

Traditional Judaso-Christian moral-
ity puts much less weight on aiming to
be as close to the ideal as possible, much
more on a minimum level of permis-

sible conduct which is biblically defined |
in the formula “Thou shalt not ...". To |

contravene one of those rules is to
commiit a grave sin, which has tradition-
ally been described by religion as the
most dreadful thing that anyone can do,

The question that homosexuality
challenged synod members to try 1o

answer, but which they did not answer, |

was whether homosexual penital acts
were in that category. But they never
really heard the guestion — for all sorts
of reasons it was judged betier that they
shouldn’t.

Meanwhile the press and no doubt the
public thought that was the very
question the synod was being asked, and
had in fact answered. And the bishops,
presumably, thought they were lucky to
get away with it
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Sexual morality

From Rabbi Julia Neuberger
Sir, I was somewhat surprised by
- the Chief Rabbi's article (“Com-
passion, but we cannot condone
evil”, November 9), A leader of
the Jewish community, which has
benefited so much from the fight
for' civil liberties and minorit
nights, should : not scorn sug
f_auses, describing them,- sarcas-
ica)

W,

unpe orthodoxy which reljes, -and  uncompromising in“ its
.on gheoninions of rabbis,of fh 4% condemnation  of -homgsexual -
pastisndthose of the present"WRIF-" practice, yet compassionate in its.
wish.they-were in the past. © attitude towards those who are

The Torah itself rules out male
homosexuality, but it makes no
mention of lesbianism. Would
this, - according to the Chief
Rabbi's lights, make lesbianism
acceptable? Or do we have to
accept that these texts, written
with religious faith and in the
assumption of divine inspiration,
were in fact written by men for
men — and what women did to
and with each, other was of no’
interest? . | . o

Judaism, unfike Christianity; -

has_very. positive attitudes to sex; -

the sexual “act is encouraged -
between husband and wife on the
sabbath, and the wife has a right to
sexual satisfaction. It is not so
much a question of mastering
natural instincts as setting them
into a social context which Juda-
ism rightly encourages, and there
is no reason why that social
context could not, in our time,
include stable homosexual rel-
ationships. ,
Can anyone seriously wish to
returit to-a time when homo-
-sexuality’ was ctiminal? And, if
one takes on the Chief Rabbi's
hating the sin but loving the
sinner, is this really possible? The
Inquisitors of old argued that they
were burning Jews and heretics

out of love, but the expression of
that love was mighty s_tran%c.

I remain, Sir, vours faithfully,
JULIA NEUBERGER,

South London Liberal Synagogue,
Prentis Road,

Streatham, SW16,

November 10,

From the Reverend R, F. Thomas
Sir, Thank God for the article on
the Jewish view of homosexualuﬁ

lly, as “sacred”. In his view: by the Chief Rabbi, and than
hﬂ%ﬁ“@%” _'crcd}'ﬂ@%ﬁ%*‘;ﬁ.ﬁygu, Sir¥r printing¥rHtistiear -
nding

homosexual. o

It leads me to ask why we
haven’t had similarly clear and
unequivocal statements by Chris-.
tian moral theologians or Church
leaders. Have they all been in-
fected with the virus of theological
relativism, which in the long run
will causé even more harm and
suffering than Aids?

It’s this kind of theological
‘approach — which is surely not’

-simply a .question of tempera-

-ment; as John Cole argues in his
-articie on November 7 — that has
given rise 10 the unbiblical and un-
Christian idea that homosexual
practice is acceptable if it is kept
within a stable relationship.

The Chief Rabbi's article also
makes me wonder whether this
toning down of traditionat Chris-
tian morality is one of the resulis
of the cutting of the roots -of
Christian faith from the Judaism
out of which it grew. If so, the
sooner we re-discover some of the
Jewish beliefs we've lost sight of
the better.-

Yours faithfully,
RICHARD THOMAS,
The Rectory,

Hunston,

Chichester, West Sussex.
November 10.
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Aids blood
kills five
babies In

California

From lvor Davis
Los Angeles

Twenty-one newborn babies,
who received blood transfu-
sions over a five-year period at
one of this city’'s most 1¢-
spected hospitals, have been
infected with the Aids virus.
including five who have died
of the disease, a paediatrician

" heading a US government

study said at the weekend.

So far only 200 ol the 700
mostly premature babics who
were -given blood at Cedars
Sinai Medical Centre have
been iested, according to Dr
Thomas Mundy. who heads
the still continuing study.

The new figures were given
by Dr Mundy afier American
television nctworks reported
ihat two of the babies given
blood by the hospital over that
five-year period had died of
Aids. There were also claims
that precise figures were not
being fully revealed.

Dr Mundy said that less
than 5 per cent of the babies
given blood had tested pos-
itive for Aids. Bul. he admit-
ted. it was not casy to track
down infants given blood
hefore the hospital  began
screening its blood supply tor
Aids in.-Spring, 1985 so

i researchers did not know cx-

actly how many babies might

“have been infected.

The report has sent shock
waves through the country.




i Doctors  who believe they

! have been infected with the

| Aids virus have a duty to scek

. expert advice on whether to |
‘l continue 2
Government’s chief medical

The Times
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GPs with
Aids must
get advice

By Thomson Prentice
Science Correspondent

to practise, the

officer said yesterday.

But their willingness to
come forward depends cru-
cially on the same assurances
of confidentiality that must be
extended to everyone who 15
wortied about being infected,
Sir Donald Acheson said,

He was commenting on the |

reporl in a Sunday newspaper |

which named a consultant

i kidney specialist who devel- |

oped Aids and died six weeks |
ago from an Aids-related
pneumonia,

€ir Donald said it was as
much in the public interest 1o
preserve the confidentiality of
an infected doctor as any other
patient, ' ‘
“I'he controversy rose in the
wake of the High Court rufing
ecarlier this month which
prohibited the News af the !
\Vorld naming two other doc- |
tors believed to be continuing

to practise despite having the,

infection.

The Diepariment of Health

and Social Security pointed |
out yesterday that there is no |
recorded case in the world of a

doctor transmitting the hu-

man immunodeficiency virus

I (HIV)to a patient.

Referring to the consultant
who has been identified, the |
department said: “Doctors
have a duty not to harm their
patients. This doctor, mindful
of patient care, sought advice
on his condition.

“The advice given resulted
in him stopping his work in
the renal unit where there was
a smaill, theoretical risk of

blood-to-blood contact.

wSubsequent monitoring of
his renal patients did not
reveal any spread of HIV
infection. '

“The health authority for
which this doctor worked
sought advice from the depart-
ment, On the health auth-
ority's behalf, the department

Continued on page 24, cot 8

(ransmitting infection through }

Aids-hit
doctors
must get
advice

Contipued from page 1
consulted with members of
the Expert Advisory Group on
Aids who advised that the
doctor should stop working in
the renal unit. :
“Following a period on
administrative duties, he did
return very “briefly 1o re-
siricted medical duties which
did not . involve invasive
procedures or work in the
renal unit. :

“*The depariment cn-
courages ali doctors who have
any reason to think they might
have been exposed to the Aids
virus to seck advice.

“To reinforce this, the chief
medical officer, Sir Donald
Acheson, has been in touch
with the president of the
General Medical Council, Sir
John Wallon, who supports
the view .that doctors -who
discover that they are infected
with HIV have a duty to seek
confidential advice on what

steps they should take 1o

protect their paticnts.”

“The continued practice of
an HIV-infeeted doctor would

| depend on the nature of their

work and their ‘clinical

condition.” )
Sir Donald told The Times

| tast night: “In this particular
‘| case our policy to encourage

people io come forward had

.t exactly the desired effect. The
1 doctor involved took the ad-

vice offered and desisted from
his work in the renal unit and

| from invasive procedures.”

The British Medical ‘Associ-
ation has said that some of the

| “handful™ of doctors who may

be HIV positive may have to
give up their speciality, or
leave the NHS, because of the
visks of passing the infectio
1o their patients. :

While the doctors could not:

be c.o.mpe]led to give up
practising if their patients
were at risk, they were strongly
advised to do so, Dr John
Marks, chairman of the BMA
Council, said.
@ The naming by the Mail of
Sunday of the dead Aids
doctor was crucially different
from the attempt by the News
of the World |last week to name
two living doctors with the
discase, a media law expert
said last night (Francis Gibb,
Our Legal Affairs Corres-
pondent, writes}. -

In the case of the News of the
World, the information about
the two doctors, who are still
practising, was obtained from
an official who was in breach

. of his duty of confidence to his
smployer, the

plo health
authorily. In that case, the

judge ruled in chambers that

1o their patients.

While the doctors could not
be compelled to give up
practising il their patients
were at risk, they were strongly
advised o do so, Dr Jolin
Marks, chairman of the BMA
Council, said.

@ The naming by the Maif of
Sunday of the dead Aids

from the altempt by the News

two living doctors with the
discase, a media law expert

Cur Lepal Affairs Corres-
pondent, writes). :

In the case of the News of the
World, the information about
ihe two doctors, who are still
practising, was obtaingd from
an official who was in breach
| of his duty of’ confidence 1o his
‘employer, the . health
authorily. In that case,. the
judge ruled in chambers that
there should be no disclosure
of the doctors’ names.

But in the casc of the Mail
on Sunday, the newspaper did
not appear to have obtained
the information about the
doctor from a corrupt health
service employee. Second, the
doctor at the centre of the
disclosure was already dead,
and the judge obviously de-
cided that in this case, the
public interest in disclosure
outweighed the case for
preserving confidentiality .

The media law expert added
that in general, if a doctor had
Aids and admitted this, news-
papers would probably be able

| 10 name them,

Haemophiliac aid, page 2

Letters, page-17

doctor was crucially different”

of the World last week Lo name

said last night (Francis Gibb, |

—
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Condom care

Stockholm (Reuter) — Swe-
den’s capital plans to equip
youngstets from the age of 14
with unlimited free condoms to
combat Aids. In France, the
authorities said they were with-
drawing two brands of condom
from sale because of their “in- _
effectiveness” and the “serious
risks” of Aids tun by users:
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who

from AIDS

The doctor

died

By JOEN ILLMAN, Medical Correspondent

THIS is Dr Frank Gom;iwin, the first British doctor to be

named as an AIDS victim,

Tha dealh of the father-of-three, o kidna
controversy raging over whether medien] staff carrying the virus Should

cantinue to treat people,

But the Department of Health Insisted last night
marrled to an eys specialist, did not infect any of his
Whitechapel.And a spakesmpn sald that urless there was a rlsk
contect there was no ma.z?jzjxuw & docter should not carry on

[

HEALTH OFFICIALS
INSIST THAT NONE
OF HIS PATIENTS
WERE AFFECTED

wa3 reguler  skilled
supervision,

Dr Coodwin, whose case was
Publiclsed yesterday in The Mail
on Hunday, died from pneumonls
with AID8.

There 1e ne sy tlon that his
wifa has wntl{fu% the AIDR
s,

But very few details about tha
clrumstanices of the eage hove
omerged. It Is not clear how D

n was infected or for hiow
long 'he was  treating patlents
before the test eonfirmed that he
had the vins,

A spokesnien for the North East
Thomes regionnl henlth anthority
safd last night: ‘No one is parting
with thiz loformatlor) even I thoy
have 1L,

Formey Health Minlster air
Oernrd Vaughan sald lust nltght
that it \ml; :M il dm?m a
due!ol w| Shll“l e
been doing ths xind of work
oarmied out by Dr Goodsrin,

‘The detlsion to Dr
ﬂondsv{ln m\y w’i‘-’“ﬁ’{lm
Featons Offioer 24 T it
Departnent,

Byt The Mall on Sundsy ins

v speciallst, hng personalised the

that Dr Goodwin, 48, who wes
Landon Hosgltal
ol blood-to-!

worklig provided these

patients at the

sisted that it had been juatitied,
8y naming the doctor and desarib-
Ing the kind of werk he did the

Al coma

Bisclosura
Last week the chalrman of the
BMA counell, Dr John Marks. said
doctors Infected by AIDS should
nob  continue warking in

Dr Goodwi

U.S. report gives new hope -

Spread of
the killer
virus ‘is
slowing’

Fram RCHARD LAY
in New York

THE sitead of AIDS in Amoriea
i3 not ax alarming as was et
faerad, a Whita Houas raport
ravanis,

The Investiyation, which fe st
mdar way, shows that nagrly
980,000 peopis s nngfng the
virus, sathor than the 1.5 milon
sthtiated By the Allanta-basad
Faderal Centrs for Dieaass Control.

The Inguiry was launahed by the
Reagan adnitratzation to find the
frue extent of what had besn
calisd an AIDS plague,

Nona of the information b yet
bewn published, but tha Chicaga
Tbln{ m;mr‘t !:lu managed to
obtain an mistio seven-gage
MAMmS on the findiegse,

It In expacted that the study,
ordared Iw"Mr Rengan slx months
ago, wifl b compleiod by the New

.

These Intest statistios follow &
Haw York survay faat month which
chowed thet the vinm wae not
:gnldlng widaly bayond members

known sk groups med thelr
sanusl partners,

Heved to he cantinulng  wark
deapite Naving the disense,

t] wn
pose of 4 doctor sarrying the virus
Infecting a tlanhm

‘Dosters have s duty not to
harm thelr patients. This dector,
mindtul of patlent care, sought
8dvles on his condltion, The ady, ce

g

:am niismal.l‘ theor‘eitlcal u]:]tak (ﬁ
ransmitling eotion o1y
blood-to-blood contact, sald Jw
spakesman,

sepecialliles where there was a
danger of “blood-to-blood contacy’
with patienta.
The tatest
;ﬂﬂmt the bagkg of B recent
igh Court ban the News of
the World from pul 3
names of {we of be-

I sald he had d.ieda!u;'nluns
Ilness',
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Patients need not be told of infection, Department of Health rules after consultant dies

Doctors

DOCTORS infected by the Ajds
virus should be allowed to con-
tinue to practice, providing their
work does not involve bload-tg-
biood contact and they accept
regular supervision, the Depart-
ment of Health said yesterday.,
Patieats do not have the right
to be told when their docior has

- the virus ¥ there is felt to be 101

.

tisk to those being treated, the de

! partment added,

It was revealed at the weekend
that a consultart kidney specialist
at the London Hospital, White-
chapef, died of Aids six weeks
ago.

The consultant kad sought ad-
vice about his condition, the de-
partment said. He had stopped

working on the renal unit where |

By Nicholas Timmins
Health Senvices
Correspondent

there was a small theoretical risk
of transmitting the_virus throngh
blood-to-blod contacts. Tests
carried out on his patients had
skown no spread of the infection,
The case looks certain to lead
to strong ' pressure on  John
Moore, Secretary of State for So-
cial Services, for more stringent
action against doctors who are in-
fected, when he announces finan-
cial help today for 1200
haemophiliacs who have con-
tracted the virus through oom-
taminated blood products.
Conservative backbenchers, in-

with .

cluding Sir Gerard Vaughzn, the
former health minisier, gre de.
manding that patients sheuld he
toid if their doctors are infected.
Hayriet Harman, Labour's health
spokesman, said notification to
the Department of Health shauld
be compulsory where a doctor is
found to be HIV positive,

The Government’s positicn was
vigorously defended by Sir Don-
ald Acheson, its chief medical 6f
ficer. It would not help anyone if
doctors’ names were pubiished,
he said. .

Since there was no known case
of an HIV-positive doctor infect.
ing a patient, even in coustries
where Aids is much more preva-
lent than in Britain, thers was
only & small theoretical risk W pa-

1ds can still practise

tieats, Str Donald added, Wirh no
effective  treatment availabie,
there was no incentive fora doc-
tor or apyone else to come for-
ward if they knew their name
would be made public,

“The principal tool we have
available to reduce the spread of
this condition is encotraging peo-

ple to come forward so they may

be-advised how not 1o pass it on,”
he said.

Some parts of medica! practice
were perfectly safe, Sir Donald
added. “In others, like penetra-
tive surgery, there are smalt theo-
retical risks and the person will be
counselled accordingly.”

Any doctor who refused advice
t0 stop work which might put pa-
tients at risk could be suspended

by the General Medical Council,
Sir Donald seid. “If we have a sys-
tem where a doctor knows that if
he goes for help his name will be
published, ther I think most peo-
ple would agree that he is less
likely to come forward.”

Sir Donald has beer in touch
with Sir John Walton. President
of the General Medical Council,
the department said. Sir John had
stressed that doctors have 2 duty
to seek confidential advice if they
are infected,

Sir Gerard Vaughan said
health authorities should be noti-
Bed where doctors are nfected,
and the doctor transferred to ad-
ministrative duties,

The paifents’ interests must
come first, especially where there

was risk of an untreatable llness,
Sir Gerard added, “The real ques-
tion is whether or not there. is a
risk and anfortunately for doctors
and dentists who are engaged in
taking blood or giving tnjections
there is a risk.”

Sir Gerard’s views, however,
are rejected by Aids speciafists
whoe say tke rigks Hie in a docror’s
infected blood coming into con-
tact with 2 patient’s blood, not
from teking blood, injections, or
similar procedures.

Hamet Hamman said there
should be compulsory notifica-
tion in confidence to the Depart-
ment of Health where a doctor is
infected.

“There are 2 number of reasons
why a doctor might not come for-

ward. They fight make their own

judgement and be wrong about .-
whether the'work they do 1s a tisk )
to patients, ‘or fear losing their

livelihoods,” she added.

“The department could then |

assess the risk and the public
would be secure in the knowledge
that if anythimg in a doctor’s prac-
tice put patients at 7k the' de-
partiment could step in 1o prevent
that. It is not enough just to rely
on doctors coming forward.””
Mr Moose is today expected to
apnounce aid of more thaa £10m
to the 1200 haemophiliacs who
have contracted the Aids virus
from contaminated blood prod-
ucts used in the treatment of their
condition. Sixty have aiready de-
veloped Aids and 45 have died:

—
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ley MacLaine in the title role of her news
film * Madame Sousatzka,” In which she plays ag
ipiano teacher, being made at Twickenhams
Studioes, London. The 53-year-old actress says she
has become an AIDS counsellor after losing
close friends to the disease

Actress
lassumes

'AIDS
role

Aclress Shirtey ‘MacLaine
has becomie &n AIDS - - ..
c?ulnse!lolr'uftmf' fosing three -
v of her closest friends

Hstnte. riends to the |

The 53-vearold star sald
{oday she receives sackfuls of
letters from sick and- dylng
vietims frightened and
tesperate for her help to
fight the killer disease. Some
regard her as a spiritual
teader and believe that her
specialist knowledge of
metaphysics and re-incarnation
can help them come to lerms
with their fate,

The actress, on a rare visit
1o Londen lo record her latest
fllin, sald she recently
organised charity functions
and made speeches in the US
to raise money for AlDS
sufferers.

Three of her closest friends
had dicd from the disease but
the had nol laken an ATDS |
itosl beeause she was nol
involved |n any relationship, |

Migs Mackalne was speaking
at Twickenham Flim Siudios, |
Mlddlesex, where she Is
playing the Utle role in a
wew £3 milljon fllm.
¥ @adame Sousalzka,” the
story of @ plano deacher and
her Indlan hoy protege.

i
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First
Aids |
kit

INSTANT Aids tests are
being developed in  the
i U.S. and Japan. And the
first kit could be
available here in lictle
over a year, produced by
the American company,
Du Pont,

The kit is still awaiting
approval from ithe Food
and Drugs Aministration
there.

It will be pocket sized
or even smaller and
simple to wse, accordiag
to reports. It requires a
single drip of blood
diluted and the resulis
(available in  about a
minute) are read by a
colour change.,
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ANOTHER AIDS victim
| has died in Dublin bringing

“from the. disease in the
. Republic to-six. The man, &
* A5-year-old -Dubliner," died
“on Monday, 4 November. it
‘Hospital Five of the St
“Yames' Hospital Complex in
Dublin, The Sunday Tribune
has learned. Until now, the
death had not been publicly
teported. -
° The man, @ drug addict
‘who was originally admitted:
to Cherry Orchard Hospital
in early September with:a
suspected case of ARC (or
ATDS Related - Complex),
_liad returned . home to
Ireland - from - Amsterdam
- earlier this year. o
- In mid-September he was
“admitted to St James
“Hospital asa possible AIDS
‘¢ase. ‘
“Various treatments were
ed in St James Hospital,
= including several drugs, but
~at this point in time there is
fio valid treatment for

lowed to retutni home,”
fdccording to - Dr James
'Dép’aﬁftzmqnt of

‘the total number of deaths -

IDS, so the man was -

" eventually develop full:

The man was re-admitted

. to hospital for treatmént ten -,

“days before he died, whcn'l'

- his condition detetiorated. |

+-" Qnly two of the eight cases |
of AIDS. Teported to the

" Deépartment of Health are

Xnown to bestill alive — one
iri Galway and the other in
Dublin. Of those eight cases, |
seven Wwere homosexuals, -
and one a haemophiliac;
according to Dr Walsh. =
Up-to 20 more known |
- drug-addicts in Dublin: |
could be at risk ‘of
developing the disease, The |
Sunday Tribune has Jearned:-
A new scheme for monitor=
ing the disease, introduced -
three weeks ago by thé.
" Department of Health ini:
conjunction with the Jervis;
Street Drug Treatment:
Centre has found that 20% -
of those attending the centre, |
have the HTLV-3 virus.:

‘which can cause both AID
and ARC. B
“This means that-10% of*
those attending the centré:
will eventually end up wi_th_,%:"
the disease, according to the;;
findings of the Centre for.-:
Disease .Control in Atlanta:
whichisay that half of those
Ziwith - the - HTLV-3 virus

lown AIDS,” Dr Walsh™
aid, - = .
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Aids: skin rep

A NORWEGIAN medjcal
researcher said today (it
the  Aids  vipus could
theoretically e trans-
mitted through the skin,
but US public health oili-
cials “said 1he finding . in.
. dicated no threat 1o
public health, :

Dr, Lasse Braathen, as-

sociale professor of der-
matology at Rijks Hos
pitalet in Oslo, told an
ids .gonference in

“ Washington that  ga-

common - type of . gell

rejected

found in the. skin and in
the " body’s - mucous men-
branes, called Langerhans
_cells, could be penetrated
by the AIDS viras.
“Our research gives us
a completely new picture
in that the Infection . takes
_ Blace in the mucous meém.

brane itself. and in  (he
skin, Braathen ¢old re-
porters. =~ .

“If you ask me if this
(transmission) is
theoretically possible, |
must say yes, But _prac-
Heally, I' must say it's not
muclh of a risk,” he said,

Dr.  Aathony
Aids co-ordinator for the

Fauel,

National  Ins(™ufes of
Health and a prominment
Aids researcher said the
finding does not mean
that  Aids actually is
transmiited in this
manner, ‘
“This Teport  does not
change in any way the
Centres for Disease Con~
trol (CDC) statements om
the transmission of HIiVY

{the - Aids virus),”. . Finef

said in a statement.’
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| Exposure to Aids
Y From Mr R. J. Nicholls

Sir, Since Aids is a lethat disease it

.- 18 reasonable that patients should

i have information about the state

< of health workers with whom they
come inte contact. The converse
should apply, however, since
health workers are also members .
of society and are likely to be at
greater risk than patients of being

expnsed to the disease.

society.
Yours sincerely,
R, J. NICHOLLS

(Consultant surgeon, St Mark’s

Hospital and St Thomas’
Hospital),
3 Little Heath, Charlton, SE7.

Your leading-article of Novem- -
ber 11 tatks only of Aids, whereas
it should also have considered
individuals with HIV-positive
serology. Many such people are
infective and will go on'to develop

“the full acquired - immuno-
deficiency syndrome. The ques-
tion of non-sexually transmitted
exposure involves the whole of
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Doctors preach
segregation for
Aids carriers

By Andrew Veitch,
Medical Correspondent
A group of Christian doctors

‘ yesterday issued & plan to halt

the Aids epidemic by segregat-
ing and isolating tens of thou-

sands of peopla carrsnng -the

virus,

Bveryone would be tested
every six months and those
infected would be sent to towns
designated as separate living

't areas. All visitors to Britain

would require a certificate to
show they were free of infec-
tion, backed up by on-the-spot
blood {ests,

The plan has been drawn up
by the Christian Medical Fel-
Jowship which claitns member-

.| ship of 4,300 doctors in the UK.
| It was immediately condemned
| by other Christian doctors.

Specialists fear that
rightwing Conservatives might
use the idea to call for draco-
nian measures.

Dr Caroline Collier, the fel-
lowship's Aids specialist, yes-
terday told a meeting at the
Royal Society of Medicine In
London that the plan was being
put forward for discussion. It
was hot a firm proposal.

Three million pecple would
be infected within four years if
the virus continued to spread
at its present rate, she said.
That would jeopardise the
nation’s economy and defence.
The potential danger was as
grave as the threat of war, and
Britain might have to be put oh

" a war footing to face 1t

Dr Collier told the meeting
‘“We can attempt to halt the

epidemic by specific control

measures of slx to nine
monthly screening and sepa-
rated living areas for those
infected in order to prevent the
gpread of the virus. ’

“This justifies serious’ cansid
eration. We are talking abput
the lives of three mﬂhon
people.” The “living areas”
would be designated towns and
cities.

Details of the plan. will be
spelt out in her book, e .
Twentieth Century Pla&l;e,'ﬁ“
written . for the fellowship. qnd
published next week.

Nationwide screening mow
would possibly identify 82000
of the 100,000 thought o be
infected, Dr Coliier: writes.
Successive tests would then be
necessary.

“The nation would have to be
seen to be facing a nationgl
crisis of death of the young
generation on an unptece-
dented scale hefore such drastic
measures would find  accep-
tance,” adds Dr Collier, foy-
merly a GP in Stourbrldge.‘

‘Worcestershire.

A fellowship member, D' Pat-
rick Dixon, of University Col-
lege Hospital Lond?ﬁt,
dissociated himself from

plan: “I am horrified. It {8 a |

recipe for concentration:
camps,” he sald. The ‘Sovial
Services Secretary, Mr John
Moore, has ruled out enforced
testing for the Aids virus.

The Twentieth Centu?'y
Plague by Dr Caroline Colller.
To be published on November, 25
by Lion. Price £1.95. T
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| AIDS donor—
‘no ‘charges.

Aids - -vietim . Tan Sowerby,
who allegedly twice tried to
donate  his infected blood i$
not 1o be prosecited. The 19-
year-old - -from Hyde Park,
Leeds was . questioned s hy
police after he was said ; to
‘have tried" to %jve bloot .at
the - city's transfusion centre.
But. special ‘seraening - tests
prevented the AIDS virus get-
ting into the bloodbanks.

. a = .
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'Women

THE BIGGEST rise in AIDS in America is. .
‘mow  amongst women, where the incidence of
infection’ has more than doubled this year..In
Britain recently it was announced that the diss -
ease is now spreading there amongst heterosex-
vals. In this country we have seen the tragie’
consequences of women infected with the dis
ease giving birth to babies who are HIV posi-
tive. | - : '
What all those sad. statistics mean is that
AIDS is very much a woman’s problem, s0 it’s
. timely that Diane ‘Richardson, the writer ‘of the
first book about that problem, “Women -and
The AIDS Trisis” (Pandora Books, £3.95 stg)
will be in Dublin next weekend (November 28)
to speak at the Focus on Women Seminar in
Jury’'s Hotel. . ) :
Diane Richardson’s book published last May
broke much new ground in that there was vir.
tually no material on the subject when she .
started, in March 1986. “For that reason I was
reluctant to do it. But since the beginning of
the year the whole subject has become much-
more widely discussed, there are Womens’
AIDS groups, and a recognition that we have
to talk about :m”mwo.o,m«:mm transmission.” _ '
It has become much more widely under-
stood, partly as a result of Diane Richardson’s

By NOELEEN DOWLING

and the AIDS scare

_wooF that AIDS {5 net a disease which is con-.

fined to homosexual. men or to those who abuse
" drugs. People now know that it can be trans-
‘mitted” sexually between a man and a wornan.
But knowing that, is one thing. Being prepared
to accept the responsihility for preventing that
danger is anothey, .. .
Diane Richardson, who is. a Social Psycholi-
gist teaching at Sheffield University, says there
-is a fundamental difference in attitude to AIDS

* between men and womedy. The Terrence Hig.

gins Trust (which. pioneered public education
in the whole area in Britain) gets more calls
-from women than mien; she says.

Some HReterosexuaj men- find it difficult to
see themselves as being: at.risk, says Diane
Richardson, “There is- & basic’ denial of that
risk amongst some men bhecause if they are to
admit that they are’ concerned about . if, people
might think that they are gay or ‘drug abusers.
Women do not have tha¥ problem.” she says.

. In-fact, the kind of issues AIDS raises
amongst women- are actually nothing- new for
‘ them;" she. says. “It has always been women
who were more at risk from sex.” They alwavs
ran’ the risk'of getting pPregnant, or if they
slept around, of getting a “bad reputation,” or

catching a venereal disease, 50 they have been
accustomed to practising “safe sex” to a far
greater exten{ than men.

“Lots of people now know the facts,. We
have a problem, however, in getting them to
accept that the risk applies to them.” She's
critical of the British government’s advertising
campaign so far on the subject, particularly
those which are directed at girls and ask them
to carry condoms. “We're stil] ‘not asking men
to take responsibility for themselves.”

' She’s also critical of. our own Health Educa-
tion Bureaw's booklet on the subject. “They
seemn to be saying — don't do it. Be celibate or
monogamous. They're approaching it from a
particular moral viewpoint . which not everyone
shares. It's dangerous advice if the People who
read it don't hold those attitudes”

In her talk to the conference next week,
Diane Richardson will deal. with both sexuai
and reproductive issues, at -why women's prob-
lems in relation to AIDS are different to

men's, and at the challenge 'to relationships -

raised by the whole problem. She'll also deal
with practical matters like safer. sex. “After all,

condoms only make sex safer, they're not fool-
Proof.” she adds. S B



Wall Street Journal
20th November 1987

Sandoz, Genetics Institute
Sign AIDS Drug Accord

By 4 WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. —Genetics Instl-
tute Inc. said it signed a five-year
contract with Sandoz AG to supply the

Swiss company with GM-CSF, an experi-

mental drug being developed to fight
infections in AIDS and cancer patients,

The biotechnology concern earlier
licensed world-wide mavketing rights to
its genetically engineered version of the

drug to Sandoz, which is conducting.

clinical trials with it. Genetics Institnte
will provide the drug to Sandoz for both
clinical tests and commercial sales.
Terms of the comtract weren't dis-
closed, but analysts sald Genetics Insti-
tute probably will get at Jeast 10% of the
eventual sales of the drug for manufac-
turing it, plus additional royalties under
its earlier licensing pact with Sandoz.
GM-CSF, or granulocyte-monocyte

colony stimulating factor, is'a naturally

occurring  substance that promotes
growth of white blood cells that fight

invading microbes. Doctors hope the
drug will help patients whose immune |

gystems have been weakened by ac-
quired immune deficiency syndrome,
anti-cancer drugs and other factors. The
drug has performed well in early clinical
trials, and some analysts belleve that it
may reach the market within two years.

The manufacturing contract under-
scores Genetlcs Institute's growing ca-
pacity to manufacture genetically engi-
neered drugs.




