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ehis
atdy Friduy, Decem

Fear of sex should
mean a revival of
love, says Grace

THE number or people
SSexually transmined Jisca

Wynne Jones

being treuted or {ested for
ses, including Aids, has gone

up by 30 p.e, a8t Jumes's Hospital, Dublin, Aids has
Bot people scared, yel much ol the advice ubout sufe sex

is fulling on dear eurs

Many peaple view j( ag

umsatsfuctory, embarriss-
ing.orboth, It needn't be,

Ldn fact iy could jead (o

T preuater

openness and
intimacy,

Sale sex needn't be bor-
ing. 1t can be exciting il it
makes couples experiment
maore and comimunicate
their needs, say the ¢xperts
inthe uge of Aids, 1t's 2 wes-
oREe Nhny wonmen shouid
welcome, for survey afier
suivey shows they wani
moie lrowm lovemaking than
imtercourse plone,

“Adds is a terrfble 1hing,
buar it i bringing all sorly of

lubog subijects oul into the:

open.’ sy

Sheila, n Dublin

Women can use
the new openness to
assert their need for
more intimacy and
sensualily.

hzalibworker, *Women can
tia this new openness [0 as-
serl their need for mere
intimacy and sensuulity in
foveinaking.”

American sex therapists
Alan and Donna Brauer,

- NEYE

%umuvd‘
ber. 1'_1..-'1,_37_; .

New romance and

the

would agree that the new
openness may have a posl-
tive spin-off for’ wonen,

“Fenyiles pluee a higher
vilue on ntimacy than on
ihe genital sex experience,”
they belleve, “But males
den’tptace such ahigh value
on intimacy, Almast all
males need o pay more
auention to the conlext of
lovemak/ng, They need to
slow down, touch, hold,
cudidle and use ronmntic
words."

And now a similar mes-
sitge Iy being trumpered by
Alds Jealleis and publiciiy
campnigns on televislon ang
radio. Heterosexuals und
homosexuals are being en-
caurzped Lo be mere im-
aginative and ta explore new
ways ol expressing intimacy,

Protected intereovrse is
nat ruled cu, of course, and
some are finding that {heiy
newly encouraged sensuality
compensales for baving 10
use & condent,

IU's surprising, really, that
it ook Alds to highfight the

Aids generation

narrow, performance

orieated view many peopic’

have ol tevemaking, Wemen
have been backivard about
coming fagward on thi lssue,

The Ainericalt fominist
Ms' Magazlne " comments;
“The deification of inter
course belitiles. the other
uspects of lovemaking 1hat
are equally valid and often
mere  enjoyable, Women
can’t blame men for not
knewing the truth about
lemale sexuafity ift we fire nol
even hongst with ousclves,”

Teliderness

Bul there have been b
lings of dissatisfaction for
sonie time, and not just from,
the waty women whio con-
taeted “Cay Byrne's ‘radio
show saying their sexual re-
lationships left a Tot (o be
desired,

When US columnlst Ann
Landers asked her readers
— “Would you be content (o
be held close and treaied
tenderly, and forget about

the acti" — 72 po of Ahe-
wemen  who replicd gaid’
Syest,

American males, under-
standably, went inio a slule
of shock and sex (herapist

onna Brauer saw it as a -

Yspontuncous autpouring of
feeling by American woenien
abutla gut fssue ., Wonien
have berun Lo spepk up and

* 5% what they want and men

are going Lo have (o swallow
their egos i restrain some
of their naturul mache,™

Many intevpreted the
iletuge  as  showing ~ that
women wanted more inti-
macy and alfeellon in thelr

*Hovemaking and “not.” that

they didn’t like sex lsclf,

And Herant Katchadoue-
fan, Stanford professor of
psychialry commented. o
contrast fenderness and in-
lereourse s an either/or
question Is A wrong app.
rouch to begin with, The twe
Ahings are nol miulually ex-
clusive ., What I find juter
esting is that Ann Lander’s

findings have startied
people, There Is nueh moye
to a sexual relationship thon
- Bpecilic ganilal contagl”

One of the dangers of all
s is (hat men nay (eel they
are being unjustly eriticised,

Men need emo-
tlonal Intimacy “and

* alfection tod, though
thelr conditioning
makes It less easy for
them to admit It.

“We spend a lot of time
trying to please and impress
You. How arc we (o know
what women want. if they
don't feli us," ene asked
wounded?y, and he js right,

Women need lo com-
ntunizals what they wani to
their lovers in a way (hat

Cdosan’ belivle the ini-
portance and pleasures of
Interecurse, bul sncourages
other expressions of emo-
tHonal and physical intimacy
as well,

No one need lose out, for
of course e need cmo-
tional :inlimacy and gt
feotlon _too, though their

eonditioning makes fi lesg
cusy for them 1o admit it
"Ihink men oflea use in-

lercourse s a micans of .

petling other needs met,
sucl as aceeplance, wacrm
and affection. They are not
good at making (hose
demands, or meeting U
in other way: Vi Anne
O'Donnell. manuger of the
Rape Crisis Centre,

Julian Barnes cxpressed
ansther, bleaker view when
hewrote: “The sad (ratlh js
that; while for most women
bed means bove and sex. Tor

most men it means love, SeX,

and power. Women tend 1o
philander from Tach ol love;
men philander frrom a nears
‘mililary sense of responsi-
bility 1o heir sex's concept
of fiself, abd as a constant
netvy, testing of their own
sexual power,"

The spectre of Ajds
haunis us, by smething
ood may come from he
beartbreak i g helps men
And women g1in u more
honest  under anding  of
sach ofher’s sexual needs,
Jonn Cronan, a coilnselior
af St James's Hospital'y
Genito Urinary Department
Says “Alds has made lots of

peaple feel like kids jn a '

sweetshop being (old they
ean’t have (ieir fivourite
loMipop, 1t*s as important to
-Say what you can do, as what
You can'(,”

Apparcnily there are lots
more sweclles on the shelf,
Mon, and especially women,

might be all (he happier for .

trying them out too.

‘Women have to

voice

their needs’

2wk snadalé gk

P————
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condoms

AMERICA'S Catholic bishops
have offered qualified support
for teaching about condoms in
educational schemes aimed at
fighting the spread of AIDS,
In their ~first major state-
ment on the disease, the bish-
ops emphasised “We are not
promoting the use of prophy-
lactics, but .merely providing

information that is part of the

faetual  picture.” The-. only
“moraily correct and: medically

sure ways” to prevent AIDS, |-
the hishops said, is “absti |
nence outside of marriage, and |-
fidelity - within marriage - as [
well as the avoidance of |

intravenous drug abuse.” .
They said their position that

teaching: about condoms could |
at times be appropriate, even |
in  Gatholic  schools,” was an |-

acknowledgment that “some

people will naot act as they

can and should.”

The - #0-page position paper i~
on AIDS, called . “The mi?ny -
faces:. of AIDS: . A gospel |
. respgmse."‘ was prepared over |
the 'last nine months by a .
committee headed. hy Bishop i

William' Hughes of Kentucky,

The. paper calls on Catholic !
schools in America to develop}
materials to teach about AIDS |
prevention. The role that con-|;
doms can play in preventing |
ATDS, or achuired  immune i
deficiency syndrome, ‘would be |-

inclnded in these courses as

long as it was .presented |

within - the {ramework . .of

Catholic moral - - teathing, |

according to the Rev..Thomas
Gallagher, an adviser to the

bishops who helped draft the |

document.,, . y

ion|
speak on
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igzmam and losers in ?ﬁu% wm:.&

‘Clean needles’ Bill to fight Aids is introduced

By Martin Fletcher
Political Reporfer

A private member’s Bill
which seeks to combat Aids by
enabling drog addicts fo re-
ceive needles and syringes
legally was infroduced in the
Commons yesterday.

Mr Gavin Strang, Labonr
MP for Edinbargh Esst, alse
seeks to enable coupies
expecting or intending to have
children to be screemed for
Aids, to make it illegal for
employers to dismiss employ-
ees with the viros, and to
oblige health authorities fo
provide educational material
on how to prevent the disease
spreading.

Mr Strang believes ke has
broad cross-party sepport for
these measures, some of which
bave already been fore-
shadowed in government sta-
tements, As nmmber seven of
twenty private members’ Bills
formally introduced yesterday,
if stands a reasonable chance
of success.

Six comsecutive Fridays
have been allocaied from
Jznuary 16 for the second
readings of these Bills.Only
the first or perbaps the second
Bill debated on the allocated
Fridays has any chance of

becoming law unless it has the

support of the Government.
Of the top six, three will

almost certainly become law.

Mr Peter Bruinvels, Conser-

vative MP for Leicester East,
has all-party support for his
Bill to make it an offence to
mww_ crossbows to those nnder
17.

Mr Winston Chorchill (Da-

vyhulme, C) is introducing a
Government-backed Bill en-
abling Servicemen to sue the
Crown in personal injary
cases.
And Mr Gerry Neale,
Conservative MP for the agyi-
cultural constituency of North
Cornwall, expects the Govern-
ment to give “fair wind” to a
Bill enabling the Agricultural
Training Board te diversify
into (raining farmers and
farmwerkers in non-agri-
cultural skills against the day
when land has to be taken ont
of production to cot EEC
surplusses.

Mr David Winnick (Walsall
North, Lab) is first in the
ballot, but all he will get is
publicity for his attempt to
give pensioners free television
licences.

A Bill being introduced by
Mr Archy Kirkwood (Rox-

Mr Gavin Strang, who is
seeking Anti-Aids measures.
bargh and Berwickshire, Lib),
designed to give individuals
access to personal files on
themselves kept by various

authorities, is wunlikely to
reach the statute book, but
easily the most controversial
of the top six is the Bill being
introduced by Sir Edward
Gardner, QC (Fylae, C).

Sir Edward wants the Euro-
pean Coavention on Human
Rights to be incorporsted info
Britist law. The Lord Chaa-
celior and the Attorney Gen-
eral saopport the move, Mrs

Thatcher is said o be un-
convinced. Other Csbinet min-

isters oppose if, principaily

because it would mean British -
judges threatening “the smp- -

remacy of Parliament.

Below the first six a few
appear to be sufficiently sen-
sible and uncentroversial that
they stand a fair chance of
reaching the statute book
unopposed.

Mr Michael Martin {Glas-
gow, Springburn, Lab) is
proposing a Bill enabling the
Scottish land register to be
recorded on computer, micro-
fiche, or something other than
paper as the present law
stipulates, and Mr Robert
Adley (Christcharch, C) wants
excessively noisy motor cvcle
exhaust systems banned. Mr
Robert Jones (West Hertford-
shire, C) is seeking to extend
tree preservation orders to
hedgerows.

Two other Bills have broad
Government suppert, but may
still fall, e

Mr Douglas Hurd, the
Home Decretary, has indicated
his desire to relax the licens-
ing laws, and Mr Alian Stew-
art (Eastwood, ) is in-
troducing a Bill giving
licensees the discretion to

< /

agreemeni  of
-istrates. However, individuat

Eum.u for up to 12 hours a day
from 10.30am subject to the
local mag-

Labour and Conservative MPs
may combine to block it.

Mr Gerald Howarth (Can-
nock and Burntwoed, C) has
adopted another camse fa-
veared by Mr Hurd, which is
to tightern the cbscenity law
and bring television within the
scope of the Obscene Publica-
tions Act. Mr Howarth was
eleventh in the bailot. His Bill
is too contentious to go
through on the nod, so its best
chance is for the Government
to allow it to be debated in
Government time.

Mr Alistair Burt (Bury
Norih, C) has chosen to
reopen the emotive issue of
embryo research which causes
deep cross-party divisions. Mr
Enoch Powell last year in-
troduced a similiar Bill to ban
embryo research which fell
through its opponents’ block-

ing factics, but not before it .

had received a large majority
on second reading.

Mr Burt’s Bill, at number
14, stands no chance of suc-
cess, but he believes it will

keep the issue in the limelight .

angd force the Government to

L —

enlarge on the legislation it
has promised to introduce in
the next Parliament on the
Warnock report

Of the remaining Bills, Mr
Donald Anderson (Swansea
East, Labour) is seeking to
modify laws relating to houses
in multiple occupation, Mr
Tony Lleyd (Siretford, Lab)
wants fo improve nmritions!
requirements for school meals,
and Mr Terry Lewis {Worsley,
ILab), wishes to improve public
access to meetings and the
records of Communify Health
Councils.

Mr Jobn Fraser (Norwood,
Lab} is seeking to give the
Police Complaints Authority
the power to publish reports in
the public interest, while Mr
Willie Hamilton (Central Fife,
Lab), who is te stand as
ELabour candidate in the Devon
seat of South Hamis at the next
election, wants to establish a
South West of England
Development Agency.

Finally, Mr Mark Carlisle
(Warrington South, C) will try
to give courts the power fo
suspend youth costody sen-
tences, and Mr Allan Roberts

(Bottle, Lab) wants to open |

school governors’ meetings to
the press and pablic.
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Marked increase in |

candidosis incidence

|
'THE incidence of candidosis NIHE. !
has increased dramatically Under research directed by
during the last decade, in part Dr. Daniel O’Hare, the
due to an increasing interestin  increase in the incidence of the -
the diagnosis of the disease, | disease is also attributed to the
but also because of the use of ~ prevalence of candidaalbicans
broad spectrum antibiotics, in diabetics, cancel patients,
steroids and cytotoxic drugs, infants, pregnant women and
according to researchers at the AIDS patients.

IRISH MEDICAL TIMES l\
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| have: sexual intercourse in the back of their -
and many do not use a condom. I feel sorry for the

Evening Press
12" December 1987

POLICE in South London were today seekmg “a

| walking time bemb” a. prost:tute belleved to be
1 carrying the "AIDS virus.-

On a local radio station she clalmed to have sex

b with as many as 15 men a night.

Known as Helen, she operates in t the Streatham

High Road area. She can be arrested only for
“prostitution and not for spreading a fatal disease, a !

police spokesman said today. i
““We believe she has been treated at two

hospitals. either- as a suspect:or an AIDS: carrier,”

the spokesman continued..
;o *Mogth of her customers rne married men

WWes ‘hecause they don’t know what's going -on.
Their. husbands are leaving them open to AIDS.

Shes a walkmg tlme homb "

T T e e e [T, ST = L
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AIDS

Sir, — In an increasingly right-
wing society letters from the likes
of Mary. Kennedy (November
30th) on music and condoms
worry me, Surely a woman of her
obvious intelligence (she can
write) would be pleased with a
campaign to prevent the spread of
AIDS? Less than two years ago
(Sir) Bob Geldof was surpassing
human strength to bring_relief to
the starving. Now we have .the
likes of Mary Kennedy complain-
ing about Bob Geldof’s latest
campaign to bring to our attention
this deadly disease which is
claiming* fresh lives every day.
Letters from her we c¢an CO
without, 1f these kinds of people
used their ecfforts in trying to
encourage the use of condoms we
might be going in the right direc-
tion. On the ‘“naughty bits” in the
_videas Miss Kennedy might, -1
suggest, play them at normal

ipeed or change chamnels! —

ours ete,,

DERMOT LEE,
Apt 14A, The Glen,
Betthlen,_ Raheny,
Dublin 5.
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AEDS
1slanders
in revolt

Swedish - plans to  hold

unruly earriers of “the . AIDS*
virus. under . lock “and’ key on
“an exclisive island in Stock. -

holm’s" commuter belt have

raised a storm of protést from -

residents * who fear it  will
become an “AIDS Alcatraz'.

Despite scothing words from
governmeht and local lealth
authorities, the -200 ‘residents
of . Adelso Island are furiously
opposing  the proposed centre
in a deserted mansion” on the
idyllic istand, 12 miles west of
the Swedish capitai.

It is planned .as a home for
prostitutes and drug addiets
whom the authorities fear may
deliberately spread the virus.
Two . unrepentdnt prostitutes
carrying the. virus are atready

being . -held to -prevent them
-spreading-the disease: - .

o
T
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AIDS

Sir,—1 refer to Mary Ken-
nedy’s letter of November 30th
regarding the pop world’s "'debas-
ing influence” . on young persons
and their “ignorant” encourage-
ment of the use of condoms as
protection against AIDS.

Firstly, condoms do have a
failure rate (usually throu%_h mis-
use rather than product failure)
but it is a proven fact that
condoms still significantly reduce
the risk of “contracting AIDS.
How then can Bob Geldof and
others sugport of the use of
condoms be seen as a debasing
influence? These people are trying
to help save young people's lives
in no less a way than Geldof's
reat service to the famine vic-
tims of Ethiopia,

Some young people have sex:
condoms reduce the risk of con-
tracting AIDS. This is the simple
and only relevant fact. — Yours,

ete.,
LOUISE HADDEN,
34 Elmpark Avenue,
Ranelagh,
Dublin 6.
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bﬂns condom
instruction

New Yorks Cordmal John O‘Connor has said that

he would not allow instruction gbout condoms in

AIDS education programmes in the schools,
hospitals and youth programmes of his archdiocese
despite the qualified approval od such an approach
by his fellow American bishops.

He characterised as a ‘“‘very
grave mistake” the release of
a 30-page .policy paper last

week by the bishops. It said -

such instruction could be per-
mitted if presented within the
context of ..Catholic teaching
that advocated “abstinence
outside of  marriage and
fidélity within marriage.” -
The Bishop's paper, the Car-
. dinal added, has resulted in
“serious confusmn in an

emphatic statement he said he:

wanted no such confusion in
the archdiocese,

“All persons and agencies
addressing the issue of AIDS
" under -the - cognisances of the
Archdiocese of New York will
continue "to follew the policy
wuidelines of the archdiocese,
e  Cardinal - said. = These
guidelines, - he said, prohibit
“instruction about condoms.

Cardinal O'Connor was in
Rome on Thursday, the day
the document was released by
the. 50-member administrative
board of the U.S. Catholic
Conference, the Association of

‘Roman Catholic ~Bishops, who

apply Vatican teaching to -the
particular needs of Americans.
The Cardinal, who reported to
Pope John Paul

he had no indication

Vatican officials were even

aware of the American policy

paper.
- The WVatican has issued nho
official comment on the docu-
ment. Several Vatican officials

in the past few days said they -
could not render a judgment.

on the policy paper because
they had not read the full

II on his
recent mission to Manila, said
that |

text. The officials noted that '

the Vatican itself had .not
made a policy staternent on
the 1issue of education pro-
grammes on prevention of
AIDS.
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ta

petuls and na real pres
pramime W help with the
spacifienlly Trish probiem of
diug  wbusers with  Lhe
[ATAITEEN

And with 5o much
needed Tor medival gpre,
funding lor counselling and
emutional supparnt of vic-
timas Iy wary down on the list
of priorities.

**W¢ need 10 spend more
time counselling and just
being there for people who
have the disease,” says Dr,
Walsh. In San Franclsco
where I was last year,
they're getting away from
ireating the physical effccts
and are spending mozs time
on dlet and exereise, on
getting the right frame of
mind; that's what we shauld
be duing here.”

Outreach

“We've come  Lhrough
T.R, and Paolie,™ says T,
Waulsh, *'discascs we
thought we'd never sée @
cure far, It's ouly a2 malier
of ime, 1 estimate 20 years,
bejure we sce the Aids vicus
conquered as well

“But for the momenl we
need to develop outreach
programmes ta hefp and
suppert people who huve
the disease. ™

On such outreach prov
gramme s operaled by a
group of people in Cork,

Just this year Cork Afds
Allisnee came inlo being
with ¢ express aim of tak-
ing action to prevent the
spread of Aids and to ofler’
support for those affected
by the disense, Cork Adds
Alliance now has around 2¢
members, including nurses,
teachers and concerned re-
tatives and fricnds of those
found to be carrying the
vlrus acquired through sex-
ual practices, drug abuse or
blood donation,

The Dept. of Ilcalth

prides itsell on its blood
doher programme, They
don's buy bloed from lor-
eign countries, xaher all
blood used for trunsfusions
in Ircland s donnwml by
people lving in Ireluml,

Screening

Alldonots huve lofillina
detailed self-exclusion
questionnaire. And finally
they opérate n seregning
system they claim is among
the safest in Western
Europe,

owever, theee is now a
new strain of the Aids virus
wlhich avoids even the most
rigerons  screening  tech-
niques, This cdoes nothing
10 allay fears that the virus
et still be nequired lrom
Bload transfusicons,

It now appears that

people can carry the yirus
Lor some time before testing
positive (dormant), TLis pre-
cisely these people who are
at risk of transmitting the
virus when they donate
blood.

care of people with Aids.

is Dictmar Bolle."

Tall with dark hairand
a full beard, Dietmar
Bolle is a charge nurse at
81 Swevens, Hle's 24,
German  and  also  a
carrier of the Aids virus.

'm " savs Diclmar,
ull the patients know it L
think some ol them even re-
speetihe Fact than Fehose to
work en the ward, [ leet
they canidentily with me. {{
makes it easy fur nie fo eni-
seswilh them,

1tk o them and hold
their hand, & try 1o be a
friemd. T sec some of thein
die horrible deaiths.

Sr. o denny Tumeshas been
a1 81, Stevens for five yeurs,
fong belare the first Aids
patients came to the hos-
pital, A happy, busy
woman  who views the
world through an enors
mous pait of glasses, she
snys there's net a lot of
difference belween treating
Aids patients and patients
with hepalitis,

“IF you accidentully stab
yaurkell swith o needle,”
sys Sr.o James, *'Uien there
could be a problem, Other-
wise the risk of conlam-
ination s very stight, Meone
of us minds werking the
Alds wanl,”

A drugs (rofley ¢lattered
down anantiseplic corridor
and fnte the ward where
Mark Nolan has been for
the past 1en months,

Mark is in his early 30s.
Ovriginally from Dublin, he
s lived in London [or the
past 10 years,

Lalely he's refused 1o ent,
He fcels lelhargic, cmply,
finds it hard Lo go on,

He's been diagnosed Tull
blown Aids, His fuce is
gaunt. his bair isin the early
stnges of falling out. His
welght has drapped utarm-
ingly, Fesits propped up on
o piliow, the veritoble bag

. of banes,

He tohl ipe how the aul-
tude lowards gays hack
home in Dublin - the bigo-
ey and hatred, drove him

IT WAS a wel and miserable morning on (he
Fulham Road in London. Dark clouds, heavy with
rain, hung in the air and plowered down on St
Steven's Flospital — a hospital thatspecialises in the

Inside, in marked conirast, the mmosphere and
the greeting was warm and cheery, Heblo, my name

'This is about the
only ward outside
the children's where
you see slaff
cuddiing palients',

out. La Failon, Being pay
was acvepied, there were
plaxces o o peaple 1 meel,

Fle sovs 2~ newver re-
greted By Dileannde, He's
knewn Tove, his kind of
love. Now Iy must prepare
For death.

In the Out Patients De-
partment, D1, Charles Far-
thing win holding an Aids
cliniv,

“Last year says D,
Farthing. “20 people died
from Ails al this hospital,
At tie moment we bave 150
paliends al the hospitat and
the numbers secking wd-
mission are increasing all
the time. It can't be too

“mmch longer before every

hospital in Beitain has an
Alds ward. "

ALT (Ardithymidine) is
the new ‘wonder’ drug
being used 1o light the dis-
euse. A ntosben of patienls
at Si. Sievens are receiving
doses. 1t scenis 1o nrresl'ﬂle
disense, but it will never
cure il, Still, AZT is a de-
finite breaktirough and
brieigs with it 0 ray ol hope,

Rays Sr. James; “We
treat the whole person, the
human being. Whatever a
nurse’'s own  beliefs on
hemosexuality, we musl re-
member that the grief and
anxiety of the patient’s
lover or partner is as deep
and realas that of o helergs
sexual partner,

We encourage nurses (o
touch putients, because
when Lhey leave lrere, If they
feave bere, they may fod
people woen't wuni to come
near theh, This isabout the
only ward outside the ¢hild-
ren's where you see stall
cuddling paivots,”

g hours are very
Mexible” at’ St Sievens.
Frigndls und relatives begin
arriving at two in the aflers
noon, When they feel they

are ready so go, they leave, .

and not before then,

“An Aids patient needs
to feel loved and wanied,"™ ..

says Sr. James, "drugs can't
salisfy this nted, enly
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! IRELAND is not a great place to be if you suffer from Aids ora

related discase,

Various groups have sprung up around the country qffcring
suppert and guidance for Aids sufferers, In theory, this is great

and admirable and in light of the care and attention meted oul to
we need here. Butt in, |

suflferers in England, it’s exactly what
praclice it’s just not working,

Picture the scens: Your test cones back from: the doctor, You're positive

IV, with the likelihood that the virus wil] progress to HIV 4 and full blown

Aids. The notmal reaction is pinic, You seed helpand fast. But where doyou

‘Death rate
rises — but
the funding
IS a farce’

&o, who do you turn ta?
You happen on a
leaflet published by
Cairde. You learn that
Cuirde is a supporting
group,set up in 1985 and
run by volunieers who
hive received intensive
training in San Francisco.
Yes, Cairde can help yeu,
i Now; just phone the hotline,
The *hotline® is busy, You
phone again, this time an
rnswering  machine Lclls
you there's no ane availuble
at the presenl time, but
there are some other
numbers you can ring,

Volunteers

You (ry the other
ntmbers. One s the Gay
Health Actlion Eroup, Bul,
guess what, there's no one
there, Next on the Iist #s Lhe
iHirsehfeld Centre just off
Lame Sireet, But that was
gutled dn o fire some

. months age an the new
" centreissiill walting to have
its phong connected,
The Tast number on the
list s, however, ringing.
"Hello, Well Wonman
Contre,” Well Woman
. Centre? How can the Well
© Woman Cenlro help me il |
' sulfering from Aids?

“Well, we can’t actually
help you,” says Marguerite
Woods of the centre, “we
simply make a lisl of the
calls und pass them onto
Clrirde™

But there's never anyone
in Cairde,

“Well, the eniire or-
panization is run by volun-
teers who have olherjobs (o
de,” saya Ms, Woods,
“you'd have a belter chanco
of getiing them af the week-
enl. Your best bet Is to calf
to their office on Lr,
Ormond Quay,™

Disarray

On  Friday morning
there's no one {n dlie Cairde
“office on Ly, Ormond
Quay. On Friday evening
" there's no one there, Sat-
urduy morning and there's
still no one at home ..,
what de you do?

To be fair to the vol-
unliry groups lhelping
i vietims, most of the dis-
¢ array has happened beeause

ol tire five at the Virseafeld
Centre, But it docs illustrate
vers starhly just how under-
Turiled scil-help groups and
erun-elling are,, -

‘The Weorld Health O,
eaisation  recently  pub-
lished its Latest  figureg
deating with Aids, The ayms .
ber of Alds vietimg in
Trelind doubled last year,
And there are now 31
people sulfering from fill
blown Aids in this counlry,

The Council of Europs
says there’s still no effective
treabinent. For the moment
i we can do s concentrate
O Prevenlive measures,

. With the sumber steadily
increasing and a cure seem-
ingly yeurs away, what ex-
auily is being done here to
tackle the problem?

“With the absenpe of a

it ———————

‘£800,000 hag been
allocated to the Alds
programme. ..
Minister Rory .
O'Hanlon thinks it's
100 much’ ’

e ——————=———

- the area of Wids research

vaccine," savs Dr, James
Walih of ihe Dept, of
Health, “all we can do i3
educate people on wha t (o
do aind v hat net La <o,
“The trouble with this
epldemic s i's alfecting |
young peaple, people in
thedr teens and early 20s, |
When vou're young i's not !
time 10 die. it's time 1o live
and be adventurays, i
“The young people of
today leelangy and frus-
ttated. Anger at not being
allowed to explore fully |
tlieir owh sevuality’ frustra-
tlon at the lack af progres in
finding o vure, !
Some LBU0000 his beey
allgeuted by the Dept, of
Health 1o the Aids pro-
gramme, [U's a figure no one -
happy with; not Lhe
Health Minister Dr, Rory
O'Hanlon, who thinks it’s
far.too much, and cérainly
Dot the peeple working I

.and reatment, who think
800,000 ‘is- nowhere near
caough, ¢

With ali recorded cases of
Alds victims in Ireland
between rhe years 1982 and
;8BS now dead, 1 would
“Appear a lal more moncy Ia
nécded and  guickly to
arrest \he spread of the,
killer irus, : B

Yét we still have no
special Aids wards in hos-
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Wellcome's U.S. Unit Trims
Price of AIDS Drug by 20%

By MARILYN Crasg
Staff Reporter of THE WaLL STHEET JOURNAL
_ BAN FRANCISCO - After nine months of
high pricing and equally high political
pressure, Wellcome PLC's 11.S. unit cut by
20% the price of its AIDS drug AZT,
AZT, also known as Retrovir, was
approved hy the U.S. Food and Dirug
Administration in March as the first and so
far only prescription treatment for acquired

. immune deficiency syndrome. It was origi-

nally priced at about $7,000 a year whole-
sale, or $10,000 a year retail. That price-
tag—the highest ever for any prescription
drug —touched off congressional hearings in

.- Washington, and outraged cries by patient
" groups throughout the U.S.

The new price should bring the wholesale
priceé down to about $5,500 a year, or §7,800
to $8,500 retail, depending upon individual
patient regimens and varying pharmacy
markups, analysts said. 3

" Holly Smith, spokeswoman for the San

-Francisco AIDS Foundation, called the

- price cut “imperative.” But she added that

it isn’t enough for patients without private

.insurance coverage who are not poor
enough to qualify for government aid
" programs such as Medicaid or MediCal, -

Production Improvements Cited
-Burroughs-Wellcome Co,, the U.S; unit of

London-based Wellcome, cited production

improvements that enabled it to pass-along

- savings to the consumer. A spokeswoman

- declined to elaborate, bui analysts specu-
Jlated. that the move was triggered by a

negotiated cut in the price Wellcome pays

‘Pfizer:Inc. for thymidine, the raw material

for AZT. Burroughs-Wellcome is based in
Research Triangle Park, N.C.
“You could look on it as a humanitarian

"-move, ;or more cynically, as a political
. response to intense scrutiny,” said Samuel

B. Isaly, an international phamaceutical
analyst with 8.G. Warburg & Co. in New

" York. He said the move should benefit not
‘only patients, but shareholders too. Never-
" theless, Wellcome shares fell 18 pence (33
. U.S. cents) to 360 pence ($6.61) in late
_ trading on London’s Stock Exchange.

“To sell a drug at that price over time
isn’t necessarily good business,” Mr. Isaly
‘said, adding he wouldn’t be surprised to see
further price cuts oceur.

Robin Gilbert, an analyst at London -
stockbrokerage James Capel & Co., sald
Wellcome set the price of AZT “'at a time
when it looked as though it would be a
small-volume drug and when production
methods hadn’t yet been sorted out.” He
sald the lack of success of competing drugs,
AZT's relatively few side effects, and the
growing number of victims of AIDS and
related diseases now suggest that AZT may
becomeé a big seller.

Fears of Falling Revenue

Mr. Gilbert said the fall in Wellcome's
share price reflected the market’s belief
that the price cut initially will cause the
company’s revenue to drop.

In- hearings in Washington earller this
year, Burroughs-Wellcome’s president,
T.E. Haigler, told congressmen that the
price was set so high because of total .
development costs of $80 million—a figure
executives later said included capital in-
vestments in brick and mortar, Mr, Halgler -
also said the price was set amid uncertainty
over how soon competing drugs might come
along to cut into AZT's market. |

One London analyst suggested that toxic-
ity problems currently complicating the

. development of DDC, a drug disecovered at
‘the National Institutes of Health, was tne }

reason Wellcome agreed to the price cut, !
DDC is licensed to Hoffmann-La Roche Inc.,
a Nutley, N.J.-based unit of F. Hoffmann-La
Roche & Co. of Switzerland. Other drugs are
in varfous stages of scientific or regulatory
review. . .

Mr, Isaly added that it's likely 'Bur-
roughs-Wellcome has recovered its invest-
ment, or soon will. With 19,000 patients :
currently receiving AZT - including 16,000 :
who pay for it and 3,000 who receive it free in ;
clinfcal trials ~ Mr, Isaly estimated that the |
company is logging AZT sales of nearly $100
million a year world-wide. “We expect that
to grow over the dourse of the year,” he
added. .

T the U.8., AIDS so far has killed more
than 27,100 of the 48,000 people it has
stricken. Perhaps as many as 1.5 million |

U.S. citizens may harbor the virus without |

symptoms,

articie.

Paul Hemp in London contributed to. this |
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WELLCOME, the UK drug many-
“facturer, looks likely to have .a
~virtual mongpoly “over  AIDS
treatrnents for at least the next

question, is virtually impossible
to forecast; there are uncertsdin-
ties ‘over how the killer digease
will develop and how much pos- -
sible competition there will be
“for the product.

‘Retrovir has hit the headlines
available
isease and .
because of it high price. o

'On the second point, Wellcome
acted on Monday to forestall

rowing criticism that it was
likely to make excessive profits
from’ the medication, It reduced
the price of the drug by a fifth,
lowering the cost of a yéar's’
tredtment to about £4,000 in

Britain, one of 37 countries
where Retrovir is available,

_The company said the move
was desigried to ﬁass savings in
manufacturing the dry
customers. Retrovir became

on to

available on prescription in April

and.‘is being used by roughly
19,000 AIDS sufferers, most of

thein in the US. -, -

. ‘Wellcome based its initisl price

for the drug on the high eost -.
about §50m - of bringing Retro- -
vir into production, Sales in the

year to August were about £16m,

y into;
price clange, indus-"
try observers expect sales in the

current year to.be £100m to .

£200m
1526m,

with -likely profita of
mto §50m. :

18 morths, according to observ-
] ers.ip the pharmaceuticals indus- ~ Al I
‘tryl’ Lo . other "dru
.. -Beyond’ this, the future for"

| Retroyir, “the formulation fin

Peter Marsh:-examines

.}‘

effdrts_;to-

find a cure for the killer disease

Although it appears that no
' ‘'will’ compete with
Retravir uhtil at least mid-1989
prospects for the drug beygn
this are difficult to judge. )
More. than 60,000 people
around the world are known to
have contracted AIDS, though
thers are probably many-thou-
sands of further cases where the
disease has not been confirmed.
The figure includes about 40,000

identified cases of the illness in -

the US, where the disease has
been most highly publicised. OFf
those, about half have proved
fatal., - ] .

- Speculation about the extent
to.which. the disease will develop
» which will obviously affect. the

potential market for Retrovir -

are largely informed guesswork,
According. to the most gloomy
projections, roughly 270,000 peo-
ple in the US will have con-

“tracted AIDS by 1991,

Another Uncertainty ia poten-
tial competitors [or Retrovir.
According to a recent study by
the US Pharmaceutical Manufac-
turers’ Assaclatior, at least 60
AIDS-related medications are
under-development in the U8
alone, - . o

Mr lan White, a drugs industry

“analyst at Greenwell Montagu, a .
making a minimal .contribution _
.}o; pre‘-tatﬁ =profits.;f’l‘akin,]u,
Jaccount the

London. stockbroker, +8BYS
attempting. to Ereﬂict a diug to
compete with Retrovir ia “about

as risky ds betting on the Grand.

National®. , - .

. Betrovir's corapetitive ,position

di‘ug isa 'i)al]iative, not a éure. It

:merely glows down -the disease,

It causés a variety of side-effects,
including some cases of severe
anaemia, which can require fre-
quent bleed transfusions.

Dr David Chernoff, assistant
director of the AIDS clinic at, the
University of California in San
Francisco, is treating 100
patients with Retrovir, “In the
past you had a patient with
AIDS and waited for him to die,”
he said. “Now at least we can

‘tide him over until something

better oceurs.”

Dr Charles Farthing, an AIDS
specialist at St Stephen's Hospi-
talin London, said Retrovir had
shown “dramatic results in terms
of patient improvement --but we
definitely need something bet-
ter”

Exactly what a better AIDS
drug may be is a matter for spec-
ulation. Retrovir is based onh a
chemical that binds on to parts
of the AIDS virus, blocking a
vital site for further reactions
and stopping the virus replicat-
in

g, .

. The drawback. is that it also
iriterferes with the replication of
other, healthy, biochemical frag-
ments in the body, leading to the
side-effects. :

Several other drugs which
work in a similar way to Retro-
vir, by stopping biochemical
reactions related to the.disease,
are now under study. The

- include dideoxyeytidine, which
i - Hoffman-La Roche of Switzer
is the less strong. hecause’ the

land is developing; Foscarnet,

under development by Sweden's |
‘Astra; and 4 product Known only |-
as AL-721 which -ig* being
researched at Ethigen in the US,

Another approach is to boost |
or modulate the body's immune
system to make it fight off the
disease by destroyirig the “AIDS
virus directly with antibodies,
Possible products In this cate-
gory include Ampligen funder
development jointly by Du Pont
and HEM Research, both of the
US) and Isoprinosine, which js
made by the US’s Newport Phar-
maceuticals,

Although some of these drugs
show promise, all have still to
run through the full gamut of
trials in human patients, Even if
they were to be rushed through
licensing stages by regulatory
authorities — as was the case
with Retrovir, where many zcun-
tries approved the drug with
great urgency - most observers
believe Wellcome will be unchal- |
lenged in anti-AIDS medications
for the immediate future,

Ms Lindsay Jenkins, an analyst [
at the London office of Morgan |
Stanley, the US bank, said a new
AIDS drug was more likely to
emerge from research that has
Yet to reach the stage of clinical
trials,

According to Mr David MaeCal-
lum, head of health-care
research at Hambrecht and
Quist, a New York ‘bank, what-
ever emerges to beat Retrovir is
unlikely to be cheap, He thought
Wellcome had been unfairly pil- §
loried over the high price of its
drug. “The public has to be edu-
cated that modern pharmaceuti- {
cals are far more elegantly
designed than even five years |
ago and so are very expensive,*

AT AV e it X o
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Us Cardinals revolt on Church condom campaign

A GROUP of Conservative American stepped from the Aller of St Pairick- i ;
Roman — Catholic.  bishops, led by Larhedral after Muss and told reporters. fhe ucz,”,:mnawmwn_ﬂ\uwﬂdwn “his message for the
Cardinals Bernard Law, of Boston, and ek FACCMTCEAALion was “a very grave issue of religious frecdom o oot 0 e
John O'Conzor, of New York, has mistake™ thar should not have bee issted e religious freedom ag AN essential
fected u mutional bishops’ conference withaut 2 full vole of . the Biskops® clement mOn.vmmnnmE Bumas coxistencer,
rejecied 4 ! B 8 Conference’s 380 members, . The Vaticap issued the rexe b advance
recommendation that condom use be The paper, released by the conference’s of the celebration an New Year's Day.
explained in church-spopsored AIDS Biskops would not allow condom use to be lo & moral perspective”, e said in a fo-member  adminisirative board, - said “Millions of pegple j i -
education projects. explaited or discussed In thair dioceses’ statement, ‘ . %E_om__usmwﬂwa nnwﬁ__mgww o Eﬂﬂ the  world are mm__w Hmm\m”mﬁﬁowﬂmr%m
 The policy mmw.an on MWm=wwmm Mwmwwm schools, bo%:mum and Fouth programmes, i “Many public Reaith  offjcials have presented within the context aw Manrﬂﬁr .ﬂ.ﬁﬂwﬁ <onvictians” Pope John Paul said,
in ..wnm%um <o, cmv:w_: j el have been But Archbiskop John May of St Toym. recomanended use of <endoms 1o reduce the teaching  which  zdvocates “abslinenca ¢y are Jctms of Tepressive  and
said: “Some portions tne et ¢ S.mmimun of the Natioma) Conference of Tisk of Transmitting or acquiring the AIDS outside of marriage and fidelity  within OPPressive unw.ﬁwm?..ﬁ. victims sometimes of
! constryed  as m:.avo_.n_nmu. o mﬁ on a” Catholic Bishops, defended the Ppaper. virds. and we acknowledge this fact wifl be Tarriage™, 9Peh persecution, but more aften of subtle
: cducaiional E_.Ecw_%as‘ﬂw.hnu uMw.st "Fer us not to address such asperts of part of 2 comprehensive factual presentarion ) Meanwhite in the Vatican, Pope John farms of discrimination almed at believers
: m..dn?r mv}.m%.w_mﬂnn..n ey the AIDS phenomenon would leave people an the disease™. Paul, calling religious freedom essential far and communities,
Q_%Mn&ww.ﬁ.um.n,ogmv who was in Home 1 learn of them from factually misleading . Cerdinal O'Connor said he was daluged world  peace, said | Yesterday gt g . “This swmte of ¢ fairs, i jesei
when  fhe report  waz  released  in campaigns designed to gel] certain products with congratularory messages and nm._._m after intalerable™ thar @:ﬁ:.m aﬁa:ww..ko:w mwm intolerable, is also 4 bad cmen for peace”, . :
Washington, szid  be and  like-minded or to advocate ‘safe sex’ without reference criticising the paper last Sunday. when he world seffer for their rel 1Rigus convictions. be said. . : 3
~ & Cardinaj Jolin' O'Connor
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1 believe we are certain of
success, hoth in the curative
chemothorapy of Lhis disease,
and also prevention,” said Dr,
William Haseltine, a molecular
biclogist of Harvard ' Medical
School. “1'm convinced we can
prevent and treat this disease.
It's & question of applying, in
a. systematic way, the knowl.
edge and the opportunities
that we have.”

Haseltine voiced his opti-
mism ahout prospects for a
cure, and a means of preven-
tion eher thap vaccines, at
| the Tuth =znuuab BristolMyers
Symposium on Cancer
Research.

He was less oplimislic aboul
prospeels for a_vaceine, Roting
that the AIDS virus has
learnad to surround jtself with
a “cloud” of sugar molecules
that “amake it invisible to ihe
immune system.”

Despite this problem, safety
testing of possible vaccines is
under way in tnis nation and
in Africa. Until now, few if
any  researchers have bheen
optimistic  that a  cure for
Acquired Tmmune Deficiency
Syndrome would he found that
snon.  lndeed, untl  recently
there heve heen no Lreatments
for any viral infections; there
were only vaccines that could
pravent infections. Now, how-
aver, drugs such as acyclovir
can he used apainst herpes
viruses.

Several leading researchers
and doctors at the conference
. said they apree with Hasel
tine’s optimistic stance on
anti-AIDS drugs. Dr. John Uit
mann, fean of research at the
University of Chicago School
of Medicine, said the new
tools and technigues of molec.
ular biology have given scien-
tisls unprecedented power 1o
attack diseases. He said he
wolldl not be surprised io see
AIDS  treatments  available
even soanet.

For people aiready infected
by the virus, hewever, 10 ta
20 years will be much too
long. As of the first of this
month, 47,000 peeple i the
* United States have heen diag-
nused as having AIDS, 22,000
nave already died. and an

foreseen in

110-20 years

A LEADING AIDS researcher predicts that new
drugs capchle of preventing. and treating the
deadly disease will be available in 10 to 20 ‘years,
baocause important “targets of opportunity” have
recently been identified inside the tiny AIDS virus.

AIDS drug

o

estimated 1 millien Lo 2 mit-
lion Americans are theught to
be infected.

The only drug approved for
treating AIDS infections helps
contrel the , disease, but does
not cure it Others are being
investigated, and Haseltine
said he thinks tesults will
gradually improve until a cure
is achieved.

Haseltine and his colleagues
at Harvard have been system-
atically dismantling the ALDS
virus, learning how esch of
the organism's genes wark Lo
control the virus' deadly life
cycle, They have collaborated
with other research iaborato-
vies. including Dr. Robert Gal-
lo's at the MNational Cancer
Institute and Dr. Max Essox's
at tire Harvard School of Pub-
lic Health.

Haseltine told his  fellow
scientist that AIDS treatments

may be deveioped similar ta .

the way drug therapy for
jeukemia was developed. After
trying  for years lo cure
patients with  single  drugs.
doctors finally devised mulll:
ple  drug treatments ~that
simultuneously attack lenkemia
cells in different ways, greatly
increasing tha cure rate.

The key to AIDS, Haselline
said, is to find chemicals that
will  keep the virus [from
reproducing  itself. If drugs
ean be found that prevenl
parts of Lhe virus from heing
made, and other drups to pre-
vent the virus' genes from
heing activated o the VIrUus
can be assembled, an infection
may be kept inactive. Despite
hoing infected, a person may
then never become sick, and
may be upable fo pass the
viris on to athers.

In recent months, abaut half
a dozen small enzymes have
heen  identified inside the
virus that the erganism needs
fer reproducion. The genes
that make Lhese enzymes have
been isolated, <clened and
inserted inte bacteria. whare
they make the enzymes in
farpe amounis. As a resull,
ways to disable each enzyme
and  halt virus  reproduction
can probably be worked oul.
he sad
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ANICE LONG: Actuses police

chief

" The calls flood

i to

radio’s AIDS hotline

CALLS to the BBC radio’s
AIDS Helpline are pouring
in at the rate of 1,000 a
day.

Organisers of the cam-
paign, now in its fifth day,
say that 85 p.c. of the calis
to Helpiine's staff of doctors,
nurses and social workers
werg from heterosexuals, and
more than half from women.

“They want to know how
AIDS can and cannot be
passed on, and about safer
sex, saidf Mr Keith Smith,
director of Broadcasting Sup-
port Services, which is run-
ning the confidential advice
service.

tGCallers are of ail ages.
Onas woman phoned because
her grandchildren are visiting
her for Christmas and she
wanied to be able to teli them
the facts’

Dis¢ jockey Janice Long,
ane of the radio personalilies
who have been  telling
Jisieners of the campaign,
yesierdaly attacked Greater

By SARA WHITE

Manchester's Chief Constable,
Mr James Anderton, for his
qunchristian' outburst against
sufferers of the virus.

Mr Anderton had con-
demned homosexuals and
drug users, who are at par
ticular risk from A1DS, as
‘the cesspit of humarity.”

But Janice, who was in
Manchester for the BBC's
Open Air discussion pro-
gramme, said: ‘His comments
were negative. The problem
is with us, and it is not
going to g0 away,

“fne worst thing you can
do is preach 1o people about
it, and it is no good moralis-
ing.'

Meanwhile, an Anglican
pishop has acted over feas
that A1DS can be passed onh
by sipping Holy Gommunion
wine from the communal
chalice.

The Rt Rev. Michael

Bauchen, Bishop of Chester,
has told churchgoers they
may dip the sacred bread
into the chalice rather than
risk catching the wvirus-

A Church of England
report states that A1DS can-
not be transmitted by -saliva
on the cemmunion chalice.

But Mr Bauchen ciaims
there is medigal evidence that
it could happen if a com-
municant with A!DS had a
cut lip.

The Church of Enziand

report says that the danger
from AIDS would disappear
if people returned to ‘bib ical
restraints on sexual b~
haviour'.
@ The city dubbed ‘the AIDS
capital of Europe' has
apnainted a £10,000-a-~year
special officer to deal with.
the nrobiem.

My David TVaylior a
medical social worker at
Edinburgh Royal tnfirmary,
will ce-ordinate education,
social and police work in the
fight against the virus.
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| ™o cash for
research
into second
Aids virus

By Oliver Gillie
Medical Editor

FUNLS CANNOT be found in
Britain ro investigate a new Aids
virus, HIV2, which is threatening
i seeomd wave i the worldwide
epidemic,

“Medical research here s sta
geving from crisis 1o erisis,” the
Mediesl Research Council saic
yesterday,  “and important

- projects are withouot funds,

"We have n rescareh unit in
The Gambia, which is ideally
placed to investigate the new Aids
virus,” D Dai Rees, seeretary of
the cuuncil, said, “Now is the time
to start research before HIV2 has
spread

Fawever, all the money given
by the Government for Aids re-
search is committed to projects
concerned with develaping vac-
cines ancl new drugs, The couneil
has [dentificd other new arcas
which need to be investipnted if
the disease is (o be understood —
a vital slep so that preveation can
be properly organised,

“It is maost important now to ex-
tent our epidemiological studies
to get a clearer picture of trans-
mission, We necd lo kaow, for ex-
anple, if transmission ameny het-
erosexuals is coming mainly from
drug abuscrs, and what the over-
lap is between drug abuse and
prostitution,” Dr Rees sald,

The Aids virus has boen found
to invade the brain, causing de-
mentia. The councll wants to
organise studies of the brain to
find out how this happeas,

"We dld not know how (mpor-
tant this was a year ago when we
planned our current research,”
Dr Rees said, “As the research
has developed we have found that
it has too narrow a base.”

The council needs an extra
£d.6m a4 year to finance this Aidy

research. The project will include

the scroening of pregnaat women
for Aids 1o find out how the dis-
ease is spreading in the pupula.
tion. This will probably be done
with the consent of the women so
that those found to be positive
can be counselied about risks,

Over the last five years the
council has had to fund pay rises
for staff, which have nol bsen
matchad by extra funds from gov-
conmend, This led to a cash toss of
£2m tast year, uridl €LLm this year,

“We have been foreed Lo make
damaging cconomics,” Dr Reos
said, *We need an extra £10m to
get over the immediate erigis of a
shrinking research base, But we
need an extra LA0m a year to put
us it 4 healthy state.”

Shortage of cash has also
meant that the Link programme,
setup a year ago by the Cabinot
Cffice to identify arcas of com-
murciully sxploitable science, has
vame o nothing.
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Call for -
extra funds.
for AIDS

research

By David Flshlock,
Sclence Bditar

THE MEDICAL Research}
Council 18 calling on the Gov-|
ernment to double the pres-
ent pational research budget|
for AIDS.'

Last February, the Govern-
ment said it had earmarked
&14.6m over three yeara for a
new directed research pro-
gramme managed by the coun-
cil, focused on the search for
a vaccine to prevent AIDS
(acquired itmmuno-deficiency
syndrome), and for new druge
to treat the disease, i

.Dr Dal Rees, the new seere-|
tary (chlef executive) of the}
couneil, said yesterday that it}
was seeking & further £4,6m a

ear for the next three y

'or AIDS reaearch, : |

The money was needed to
investigate aspects of the dis
ease not included in the origl
nal programme deslgned by
Sir James Gowans, his prede|
cessor as  secrelary, whol
retived In October,

Sir James sald earlier thisi
yenr that the Government had
] granted all the money he had |
requested for the programme, |

One aapsct which has hesn
of growing concern s AIDS-
related: dementia, & mental
problem for which the council
plans basic vesearch involving
a brain scanner which alone
would cost Elm to aet up.

It also wants to extend epi-
demiologlcal studles - medi-
cal statistics ~ into varloue|
diseases, of which AIDS ia the|
| most Important, at an esti-|
| mated additional cost of at}
. least £500,000 & year, -

Another proposal is that ft|
whould use ifs resources ln
the Gambim, west Africa. tol
investigate the newer form of
the diveage, known as HIV 1L, |

The importance of all three,
but especially pf AIDS.related |
dementia, had come to lyht
only in tim laat year or two,
Dr Rees said, ’

He said the ¢onncl] hag not|
received a “final no” from the]
Government, but the fmplica.
tlon was that t¢ should find
money from its other
research programmed. e
. Dr Rees said.he estimated
the council needed an addi-
tional £10m to finance all the
immediste domands, includ-
ing new bnildings and othe:
in Int‘.mllrmtvn“di of mphpe-
ment. Howaver,: in .order to)
pptiopd: Britlelibmbdica) meid:
-&%%W@Mﬂh?&%&

! gtate, he believed It neede
an extra £40m a year.

Apart from AIDS, two new
project areas the council was
eager to fuid were coguitive

sychology, proposed as a
Eomt venture with two other
research councils and seen ap |
{mportant to the next genera-
tign of computer, and s proj.
ect in advanéed drug delivery
and targeting whicl ¢ould
avold many of the side-offects |
of present-day drug delivery |
aysteNns, !

Madicat” Research Couneil !
annual report 1986-87, MRC
Headquoarters Offtce, 20 Park
Crescent, London, WIN 4AL.|
£6.00.

&
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THE HOME Ofﬂce I considering the pos-
sihility of making it a criminal off%ce for

an Alds carrler to spread the infection to

others, it was revealed last night

The official review, which could br;ng $0-
called “revenge.sex” within the aniblt of
the criminal law, tame in a written’Com-
mons reply to Chels Butler, the Congerva-
tive MP for Warrington South, [

-He had asked whether the Goverrlhlent
planned to bring lw legislation “mn ng it
a criminal offence to transmit HIV jpfec-
tlon deliberately; knowingly or carclesgly”.

John Patten, the Home Office Minister
of State, said the ¢¢lminal law already ap-
piiedin cases where, for example, the infec-
tion had been teansmitted by biting, He
added: “The question of wider legislation
raises difficult issues, which we_ are
considering.”

Dr John Daw;
British Mediéal.
last night: “Wi

, 8 spokesman fmghthe
sociation, commented
ow those measurea, an

individual cantake to avoid Aids. Theyare -

in our’ own peéctonalities, People “ ke
choices. It ha ‘when someone chooses
to have sex with Someone else whether they
meet at 8 party ot whether it is with a pros-
titute, They aré miaking choices. We 'are
concerncd about ‘any changes in the law
which wﬂl sto ﬁpeople coming to their
doctors.” .

The National C‘ouncil for Civil Liberties
last night COndemncd any legisiation to

1ce eon&ders

By Anthony Bevins
and Oliver Gillie

make transmission of Aids a criminal of-
fence as “vindictive queer bashing”.

Nick Billingham, a member of the na-
tional committee of the NCCL, said: “How
are you going to identify people who have
knowingly passed on Aids? It would have
to be established that the person had the
virus at the time and that he, or she, knew
it at the time, It would also have to be es-
tablished that he knew he did not take safe
sex. There are so many imponderables.

“This is another step along the road that
would drive the disease underground. We
are completely opposed to bringing the
criminal law into this area. The way to
guard against Alds is by safe sex and
proper screeéning. Any other measure is
likely to detract from this,” he added.

W A sexually explicit video warning older
children about Aids received its first public
screening in London yesterday, Simon
Midgley writes,
. Kenncoth Baker, the Secretary of State
for Education and Sclence, spoke at the
launch of the 25-minnte film. The £100,000
video was made for the Government by the
BBC Open University television produc-
tion team, and incledes interviews with
young people infected with the HIV virus.
Alds research blocked, page 5
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1 Professions divide—"d on Aids law

: il

R

Doclors and lawyers lock set
to clash aver the desirability of
laws making it a criminal
cifence to spread Aids.

The idea, being considered
by the Home Office, was
condemned yesterday by the
British Medical Association,
which said the implications
were “enormous”.

“This could deter people
from coming for counselling
{reatment and do nothing 1o
help contain the spread of the
virus”, it said.

The association’s view was
that efforts should be con-
centrated on spreading the
message that control of the
virus was the responsibility of
every individual. “It takes two

people [to spread the wvirus
through sexual intercourse),
and you cannot blame solely
the carrier.”

However, Professor Brian
Hogan of Leeds University, an
eminent law academic, said he
could see no reason why it
should not be made an offence
for someone tq infect another.

He cited two examples
where prosecutions under
such an offence might be
appropriate: “There was a case
of a prostitute in Bradford
who knew she had the HIV
virus and continued to ply her
trade”, he said. “Then there
was a case of a carrier in Leeds
who donated blood, which led
todsomeone becoming infec-
te ','i

By Frances Gibb, Legal Affairs Correspondent

©® An Aids sufferer who
robbed a post office in
Wolverhampton was  sen-

tenced by Stafford Crown
Court to seven years’ jail
yesterday,

Huw Rees,-aged 24, ot |

Parkdale, Wolverhampton,
admitted robbing £3,000. He
told police he wanted the
money to buy heroin to kill
himself, -

Judge Allardice said the |

issue of Aids had nothing to
do with the sentence imposed.

“If you are to be treated :

differently from people in a |

normal state of health, it
seems to me it is for the Home
Office or Parliament 1o
decide™, he said, :
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SmithKline Says It Found
Anti-AIDS Protein A gent

By a WALL StrEET JoUuKNAL Staff Reparter

PHILADELPHIA - SmithKline Beck-
man Corp. said it developed a protein
agent that appears to block the AIDS
virus and prevents It from spreading and
| infecting healthy cells,

Laboratory tests Suggest the sub-:
stance could lead to a new drug for,;
treating ‘acquired immune deficlency.
syndrome, the drug maker said.

The protein, known as soluble T4
receptor, blocks the principal ‘routes
used by the AIDS virus to infect human
-cells, The discovery, if true, would be
significant because scientists have found
that when the virus enters -the - blood-
stream, it takes over and destroys the
cells that regulate the body’s Immune
system, The victim then becomes sus-
ceptible to deadly infections. :

SmithKline emphasized it hasn’t |
tested the protein in humans Yyet.and said-
it won't be ready for wide-scale trials on
AIDS patients for at least three. Years.

SmithKline has submitted jis results
to Nature for publication next moiith, a
spokesman said. SmithKline began the
wark over a year ago with scientists at
Columbia University. : i
' Meanwhile, researchers for Genen.|
tech Ine, of San Francisco will report on
their findings corcerning the T4 receptor
In tomorrow’s issus of the Journgzl
Science, The conpaay declined com-
ment before publication of its findings.

Dr, James A. Hoxie, an assistant
professor of medicine at the University
| of Pennsylvania, said researchers would
| probably try to use the T4-receptor
molecule as a way to carry a toxic,
substance directly to the viral particle.
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US CATHOLIC bishops have been lining up on
either side of a controversy over a policy paper on

AlIDS, which gave
teaching in Catholic

prevent AIDS.

The paper was criticised by
Cardinal Jehn O'Connor, the
Archhishop of New York, who
said he would not allow such
instruction in his  “church
jurlsdiction”  which  covers
Manhattan, Staten Island, The
Brenx and seven northern
counties.

But other bishops, including
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of
Chicago, praised the policy
pupur rejeased dy the adminis-
trative board of the US -Catho-
lic Conference as being both
faithful to Catholic doctrine
~and sensitive to the human
dimensions of the issue.”

The policy  paper  Was
released by the 80-member
administrative hoard, which
has the power to speak for
the 300 American hishops
between their general meet-
ings. The paper said that it
was not advecating the use of
condoms, but il noted that in
a “pluratistic scciety” where

not “everyone heeds the bish-

ops caills for sexual abstinence,

qualified
institutions

endorsement to
that condoms

it was appropriate to teach
about condoms.

The paper also called for .

compassion toward AIDS vic-
tims and “sirongly con-
demned” increasingly “nega-
tive attitudes as well as acts
of violence directed against
gay and lesbian people.”
Nearly all of the bishops,
including O'Connor, endored
the cal} for compassion and 2
end of viotence, but they dif-
fered over whether it could

ever be appropriate to teach -

about condoms, even in &
negative way, in Catholic insti-
tutions.

Bishop Norman McFarland
of Orange County, California,
a friend of the New York car-
dinal, differed with his posi-
tion, McFarland said in an
interview with religious news
service that he had “po prob-
lem" with mentioning that
condoms can prevent AIDS so
long as the discussion was put
“in the proper Catholic con-
text.”
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Law ‘protects AIDS victims’

BY JIMMY BUANS, LABOUR STAFF

EXISTING LEGISLATION is
Pirmly weighted aguainst compa-
nies wishing to use the courts to
dismiss or transfer a worker
supected of being an AIDS car-
rier, according to a study on Aids
and Employment Law.

The study, written by a spe-

| cialist in employment law and

an industrial relations consul-
tant, .is likely to be welcomed as
an imporiant contribution o the

| AIDS debate by victims and their

jallies on both sides of industry,
who have been arguing for a
ore compassionate, corporate
policy towards the disease.

The authors say the following
courses of action would render
an employer liahle under current
employment laws.

oScreening. Any attempt to
make bloodtesting compulsory

among an existing workforca

would “in almost! all cases” be
viewed by the courts as a funda-

mental breach of contract which

might amount to constructive
disrmnissal under the Employment
Protection (Consolidation) Act
1978,

“The authors accept there is no
law preventing employers

soreening prospective recruits.”

But they argue strongly against

~ gueh action in the mujority of

_eases, -hoth on medical. and-

ipdstrial relations gropnds. The
‘exception shoutd bé sectors like
the oirline industry, where par-
sicular jobs such as those of
pilots carry risks “which are out-

| wide the scope of most occupa-

tiona.”

#Suapension withont pay,
Susprriding semeone from work
hecause their colleagugs com-
plained about them as an A{DS
carrier could be a breach of con-
tract. Where employees were
ruaking life intolerable for an
AIDS suspect carrier or sutferer,

it. could pe lawtul to take disci-

plinary action against those car-
rying out such acts.

Failure to take such action
might place the employer in
hreach of his duty of muiual
trust and confidence in failing to
lend reasonable support and
agsistance to the.victim,

shedeployment. An
.employer could also find himselt
liable for breach of his duty of
imutsal trust and confidence
isuch as to justify a constructive
dismissal claim, in the event of
an employee being sent to an
ligolatad part of the business
tbecause of_;alleg‘at.io{ls concering

DG, -
eAIDS-related - discrimina.
tion ngaingt homosexuals or
ethnic minorities, Employers
coul be’liable under eitger the
ISex Discrimination Act or the
Race Relations Act.

#Sslection’ for redundancy.
"Phe anthorgsaceept that an
empioyee severely disabled by
iond . more symptoms of the
disegse might bi fairly selected,
% long.as this did’not breach che
employer’s redundancy gelection
policy. But after examining pre-
vious case histories, the authors
note thal the conrts have become
scepticnl of many redundancies,

S

10 the extent of sometimes accus-
ing employers of ‘bribing their

workers in order to get them to.

leave quickly.

The study by Chris Southam
and-Gillian Howard is the first
hook in the UK to tackle AIDS as
ii, relates L0 employment law.

The authors aim to deter
employers who may have been
telpted to take their cue from
the first industrial tribunal ruk
ing against an AIDS victim ear-
lier this year. The ruling, which
upheld the dismissal of a homo-
sexual employee who was sacked
because his colleagues feared
they might contraci AIDS from
hin, is to be appealed against by
Beta, the broadcasting union.

According to the authors, com-
pany policies on AIDS in the UK
— to the extent that they exist ~
srange {rom the draconian to
exceptionally enlightened equal
opportunities and anti-diserlmi-
natory. One unuamed ecompany
stated that if an employee was
confirmed as haviog AIDS, he
would ‘under no circumstances
be allowed to return to work.”

Few employers have so far
decided to test for AIDS., How-
ever several have iniroduced a
term into new contracts placing
them under a duty to submit to
medical examination and blood
tests it reguired.

Atds and Employment Law,
by Christopher Soulham and
Giltian Howard; Finonciol
Traineng Publications; Hollund
House, 140144 Freston Roud,
London W10 6TR L1495,
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Scientists
‘make
AIDS

claim

AMERICAN scientists said yester-

day that they had developed a
protein that could latch onto the
AIDS vifns, leaving i¢ unable to
infect human cells - at Jeast in the
test- tube,

Researchers from Genentech
Inc., -of San Francisco, and
Havard Medical School reported
their findings about the substance,
called “‘soluble CD4", in the
journal Science.

On Wednesday researchers at
Smith Kline and French
Laboratories of Philadelphia, an-
nounced in a newspaper that they
had made the same finding, —
(UPD).
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¢ Bonuses b
Aids is still the

With all the pre-
Christmas marketing
hype one would
expect from a major
insurance company,
Norwich Union this
week announced its
1988 bonus rates for
with-profits and
pensions policies,
Peter Gartland
reports

Norwich Union's  general
manager, Hugh Scurfield, says
confidently: “We are main.
taining our current high bonus
rates - both reversionary and
terminal — and demonstrating
our strength against the back-
ground of an Al Sharg Index
which has falien back from its
all-time high in July 10 about
where it stood al this time Jast
year,”

1t may sound like & lot of
technical jargan bul the reality
manifests ilself very clearly in
the amount of money paid ot
to policyholders,

Ironiag out the peaks and
troughs of temporary market
fuctuations s a2 principle of
with profits insurance but, as
Mr Scurfield argues, “zlong-
side this stability we seek Lo
offer high performance which
refiects the rewards of equity
investment but without Lhe
high  risks that can be
involvad™,

The future of banus rates
for both insurance and pens
sion policies has been a talking
point ever since the stock
market  collapse of (wo
menths ago,

At that time the effects of

General downturn
was expected

the Black Manday ¢risis and
its aftermath were secen far
mare vividly in unit-linked
policies wheére price falls of 30
per cent and more were not
uncommon.

Subsequently, bonus cut.
backs at Lendon Life led
people 1o the conclusion that a
general downturn was now on
the way,

Not so, according 1o Nor-
wich Union, whicl atiributes
al ieast some of jls success to
properly investment. Com-
mercial properties in the heart
of London et at vieldsof 11 19
12 per cent have provided
growth in a vear when or-
dinary shares have not,

According ¢ Mr Scurfield,
bolh dividends and rents have
rsen substantially, enabling

his company to give high
returns to policyholders,

Morwich Union quotes 16
per cent 4 year on a l(-year
endowmenl maluring this
vear (19 per ceni*after tax
relief) and 25 per cent on a
pension policy (for basic rate
taxpayers), .

These are quoted as record-
level payouts but they are
accompanied by a warning
from MNorwich "Union that,
with changes in the invest
ment climale, people mus
expect thanges in the fevel of
investment earnings,

*“While longer-lerm payouts
may go on increasing, he
industry's shoristerm  policy
payouls may very well come
down,” the company stresses,

In practice, Norwich Un-
ion's 1988 bonus declaration
sees very lule change 10
payouts, Payouls on [5-year
and 25-year endowments are
marginally up, while 10-year
payouls fall back slightly,

Nerwich  Union's figures
quoted in the table speak for
therselves,

Early in the New Year we
can expect the traditional
deluge of insurance company
bonus _announcements for
1988. Policyholders will be
watching anxicusly to ses
whether  Lhe insurance ac-
tuaries have taken fright of the
stock market crash to such an
cxtent that they drastically cut
bonus rates,

Ability to pay
will be affected

Whatever the shan-term
outlook the long-term ane for
life insurance bonus rates is
not a happy one, according to
the consuiling actuaries, R.
Watson & Sens.

Watsons pins most of the
blame for the forthcoming cut
in bonus rates on the increas-
ing number of deaths from
Aids, particularly up 1o the
‘end of this century,

Watsans points out that in
the long run additional deaths
from Alds wiil affect life
companies® ability 1o pay ba-
nuses on with-prefits policies,
although, the firm_says, it
would be premature 16 reduce
bonus rates sharply yet,

Peaple whose policles will
mature in the immediate fu-
ture have had litlle chance of
coniributing to the number of
Alds deaths and it is inappro.
priate that they should be
penalized,

According to Watsons, the
high terminal bonuses that
many offices ar¢ able 1o pay al
present provide a substantial
fiest line of defence.

Nevertheloss,  falling  in.
lerest rates and the probability
that share prices in Tuture
years cannot rise at the same
rale as they have in recent
years, even allowing for the

Hugh Scurfield: confident

recent fall, must mean that we
are in for a decade or more of
reducing benus rates,

‘The additional Aids deaths
will ereate further downward
pressure or: honuses,

That sounds like a convine-
ing argument for keeping
investment  and  insurance
needs separate, Family Moncy
has frequently recemmended
"this separation,

The simplest way to im-

plement it is 1o satisfy your
insurance requirements
through  high-cover/low-cost
term insurance and then plan
your_investments through a
non-insurance route such as
investment trusts or unit
trusts.
. The aredictione shand haw
bonus ratgs will be affecied by
Aids deaths makes this advice
even more relevant,

Keep it in mind the next
time your insurance broker
recommerds a 10-year en-
dowment policy,

Tilewe V2 87
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FENTS P
INTEREST

DIVIDENDS

t but
threat

LO-YEAR POLICY

Sum insyrey 3343 i
Annual reversionary bonus 1475 2014
Special reversionary bonus 585 443
Addilional bonus 2525 2.508
Tolal 6430 8,293
15-YEAR POLIGY

Sum insured 545 5,062
Annual reversionary banus 47% 4929
Special teversionaty bonus 174 1544
Additional bonus 3877 5872
Yolal 17,11 17407
25-YEAR POLICY

Sem msuted 8.453 8245
Annual reversionary bonus 12,645 13,318
Special rgversionary bailus 901! L
Addihonal bonws 18,048 21025
Total 48,198 50,393

COniexcts aie v 3 dhvprolls. andowment o
ance issued 16 1 male aqed 3¢ next withdzy, for
a monlhiy enaam g £30°
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Dear
Linda,

| AM 28, married with three
children. Two weeks ago
we went to Cyprus on a
holiday. After a few days
my husband met some Irish
lads and they went off every
day playing foolball and
games. | didn't mind.

y

S

One of the staff in the
hotel would stop and talk to
me and | got to like him. |
had sex with him, and I'm
now very sorry and.very
womled In case he had
AIDS.

| am afraid to sleep with

my hisband or go near my
children or kiss them. | cant
go to my GP because |

. would be too embarrassed.
{ am afraid to have an AIDS
test in case anyone knows
e, What am | golng to do.
Tenified.

Dear Terrified,
vOU cannct have an AIDS
test done until two months
after suspected infection,
but after that time you
could go to any of the
centres recommended by
the Health Education
- Bureau, without any fear of
"~ your identity being
revealed.
————EAEEE

Your can get help from:

St. James' Hospital, Mater

Misericordiae Hospital and
the National Drug Advisery
and Treatment Centre in
Jervis St. Hospital, all in

Hospital, Victoria Hospital,
Cork and there is a confid-
ential telephone line for
Galway 091-64000.

_ Dublin. Limetick Regional .

Linda. |




